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PREFACE, 


IT  would  be  taking  too  great  a  liberty  with  our 
readers,  to  trouble  them  with  any  detail  of 
the  caufes  which  have  unfortunately 4  delayed  us 
in  the  production  of  this  Volume.  Private  mis¬ 
fortune  and  calamity  can  afford  no  fatisfadtion  in 
the  recital,  and  are  too  common  even  to  grati¬ 
fy  curiofity.  We  have  been  long  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Public,  and  have  at  length  felt  the 
fC  cankered  tooth  of  time,”  and  experienced  fome 
of  thofe  viciffitudes  incident  to  his  progrefs,  which, 
however  grievous,  muft  be  endured. 

■»  * 

We  truft  the  perufal  of  our  Work  will  afford 
fufficient  convi£tion?  that  whatever  deficiency  in 
point  of  time  we  have  been  unavoidably  fub~ 

I  je£t  to,  there  has  been  none  in  the  diligence  and 
induftry  which  we  have  exerted  in  the  difchargc 
of  our  duty.  The  great  and  extraordinary  af¬ 
fairs  of  War,  Politics,  or  Revolution,  which  have 
!  agitated  almoft  every  part  of  Europe,  neceffarily 
fwelled  our  Hiftory  far  beyond  its  proper  and  cuf- 

ternary 

N  .  '  V  . 
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tomary  limits  *  while  thefe,  and  other  corres¬ 
ponding  circumftances,  rendered  it,  by  many  de¬ 
grees,  the  moft  arduous  tafk  we  had  ever  un¬ 
dertaken.  Happy,  however,  Shall  we  always  deem 
ourfelves,  and  count  all  labours  and  difficulties 
light,  if  we  continue  to  receive  from  the  Public 
that  favour  and  kindnefs  which  we  have  fo  long 
experienced,  and  which  it  is  our  utmoft  wifht  and 
ambition  to  appear  in  fome  degree  worthy  of 
receiving.  With  refpedt  to  gratitude  and  inten¬ 
tion  we  Shall  never  be  found  deficient ! 
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CHAP.  1. 

Retrofpeflive  view  of  the  affairs  of France  from  the  year  1787.  Confidence 
of  the  parliament  of  Paris  on  their  Juccefs  in  invalidating  the  royal  edifls 
for  the  new  taxes .  Remonff ranee  on  behalf  of  their  exiled  members . 
Anfwer.  Rejolutions ,  in  violation  of  the  King’s  injunftions.  Conferences 
of  the  parliament’ s  declaration  of  its  own  incompetence  to  levy ,  or  to  concur 
in  levying  taxes.  Spirit  of  liberty  general,  and  accompanied  with  a  rage 
for  innovation.  '  Nothing  but  reforms  heard.  Admirable  reform  in  the 
codes  of  civil  and  criminal  jujlice.  Edict  in  favour  of  the  Proteflants , 
happily  paffed.  Flame  already  raifed  on  the  fubjeft  of  Lcttres  de  Cachet , 
much  increafed ,  by  the  feizure  and  committal  to  prifon  of  M.  de  Catalan , 
prefident  of  the  parliament  of  Fholouje.  Long  remonfrahce  from  the 
parliament  of  Paris  to  the  King ,  difeuffing  many  points  relative  to  the 
conflitution.  Some  remarks  on  that  piece ,  with  an  account  of  the  origin 
of  enregifering  edidls ,  and  of  the  caufe  and  manner  of  ho’ding  beds  of 
jujlice.  Anfwer  from  the  King  to  the  remonflrance .  Adminif  ration 
deeply  but  fecretly  engaged  in  framing  a  new  confitution.  Some  parti - 
ailars  of  this  fyjlem ,  arid  of  the  form,  compofttion  and  nature  of  the  new 
fupr e me  court ,  which  was  to  fuperfede  parliaments  in  all  matters  relative 
to  government.  Silence,  and  apparent  inaflivity  of  the  court,  excite  fuf- 
Vol.  XXXI.  [  yj  ]  pic  ions. 
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pi  dons,  which  are  increased  to  general  apprehenfton  and  a 7 arm,  by  circum - 
fiances  ob/erved  at  the  royal  prejs  in  Paris.  M.  d'Efpremenil 9  by  indirect 

means ,  becomes  rr  after  op  the  whole  fecret ,  which  he  communicates  to  the 
parliament .  Sudden  meeting  op  that  body  ;  various  refolutions  puffed ; 
order  copies  of  their  proceedings  to  be  transmitted  to  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Meet  again  Juddenly  on  an  attempt  made  to  arreftt  M.  d'Eft- 
pr  annul,  and  Ad.  de  Monfambert.  Strong  proteft,  ordered  to  be  prefent - 
cd  by  a  deputation  to  the  King .  King  reftufes  to  receive  the  deputation , 
and  the  parliament  are  Juddenly  fur  rounded  by  a  regiment  of  guards . 
Commanding  officer  enters  the  a ff empty,  and  commands,  in  the  King  s  name , 
the  two  obnoxious  members  to  be  delivered  up.  After  a  long  filence,  the 
pr  eft  dent  anj veered,  that  try  were  all  Monfamberts  and  di  Ejfre  menils ; 
upon  which  the  officer  returning  for  ft"  eft?  orders,  the  parliament  continues 
locked  up  in  its  chamber  par  near  twenty  -  four  hours.  On  the  officer's  re¬ 
turn,  charging  them,  under  the  penalty  oft  high  treafon,  to  deliver  up  the 
two  members,  they  fill  continue  filent ,  but  the  two  gentlemen  give  them- 
J elves  up  Bed  op  juft  ice  ordered  to  be  held  at  V erf  aides  on  the  8  th  of 

May.  Protefts  entered,  and  addr efts  prepared  by  parliament.  Kingfe- 
verely  reprehends  the  conduce!  op  parliament  in  his  introductory  fpeech  : 
Announces  the  new  confutation :  Ordinances  read  and  regiftered :  Farther 
particulars  of  them .  Strong  proteft  of  Parliament,  dated  at  [even  o'clock 

the  following  morning ..  Proteft  feconded  by  a  letter  figned  by  a  number 
oft  the  peers,  declaring  their  utter  di [approbation  oft  the  reforms  in  go¬ 
vernment,  and  their  determination  to  take  no  part  in  the  fundi i gw  aftftgned 
them  by  the  now  ordinances .  Clergy  no  lefts  difpofed  to  adhere  to  the 
parliaments  than  the  peerage .  Another  proteft  and  memorial  from  par¬ 
liament,  who  order  their  proceedings  to  be  fent  to  a  notary,  and  e if e  final 
means  u fed  for  their  publication.  Governor  of  Paris  enters  the  chambers 
of  parliament  at  the  Palais  Royal,  feizes  their  papers  and  archives ,  then 
locks  and  feeds  up  the  doors.  All  the  parliaments  in  the  kingdom  about 
the  fame  time  fufpended.  Chat  eld  iftfue  a  ftrong  declaration  againft  all 

thefe  proceedings  that  were  inimical  to  the  parliaments.  Memorial  of 
an  extraordinary  nature,  figned  by  forty- feven  peers  and  bifhops,  pre¬ 
ferred  per  family  to  the  King.  Alarming  afpefl  of  affairs.  Seditious 
and  treaf enable  papers  continually  pofted  upon  the  gates  and  in  the  fired s 
of  Paris.  Publication  of  an  incendiary  libel  of  the  mo  ft  obnoxious  and 
dangerous  kind.  Great  di f orders  and  tumults  in  the  provinces .  Bretagne . 
Count  de  Perigord,  governor  general  of  Languedoc,  obliged  to  fly  from 
Sfholoufc,  and  the  troops  to  withdraw  from  that  place.  At  Grenoble  the 
cxceffes  carried  to  the  high  ft  pitch  of  violence ;  much  blood  fald  to  be 
fled ;  Duke  de  Tomter.e  Jayes  his  life  by  'furrendering  the  keys  of  the 
pa* ace  ;  kis  large  and  valuable  cabinet  of  medals  and  cur  ioft  ties  plundered 
and  deflroyed.  Arfenal  and  magazines  fteized  by  the  rioters.  Parliament 
of  Brit  any  meet  in  defiance  oft  the  King's expr  eft's  command.  Pafs  violent 

lotions,  Are  interrupted  by  ike  military.  Great  riots  and  con fu ft  on. 

Nobles. 


nfci 


HISTORY  OF  E  U  R  O  F  E.  [3 

Nobles  of  the  province  meet,  and  fend  a  deputation  to  VerfaiUes,  who  are 
fent  to  the  Be  ft  He.  Great  and  vifible  agitation  of  the  King's  mind . 
Peculiarly  unfortunate  in  the  great  fieri  fees  which  he  made  for  procuring 
felicity  to  his  government,  and  to  afford  eafe  and  content  to  his  fubjedls. 
Recapitulation  of  feme  preceding  events.  Dreadful  hurricane  defrays  the 
harvejt  and  vintage,  in  fever  al  of  the  fine  ft  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Great 
benevolences  to  the  diftreffed  people ;  and  various  mcajures  purfued  for 
their  further  relief.  Arret  relative  to  the  meeting  of  the  fates  general, 
caufes  great  joy,  and  occaftons  the  flocks  to  rife.  King  obliged  to  relin- 
Guifb  the  new  conftitution.  Arret  relative  to  payments  at  the  treejury , 
caufes  the  great  eft  confuftonin  Paris,  along  with  a  violent  run  upon  the 
bank.  Mini  fry  changed.  Archbijhop  of  Sms  retires  to  Italy,  and  Mr* 
Neckar  is  placed  again  at  the  head  of  the  finances.  Great  public  joy  ; 
flocks  fiiddenly  rife ;  and  general  good  humour  prevails.  Meafures  pur¬ 
ged  by  the  new  mini  ft  er  to  fupport  the  public  opinion.  Parliament  of 
Paris  meet.  New  altercations  with  the  crown ,  relative  to  the  prof  cu- 
rion  of  the  late  miniflers.  Great  riot  in  Paris,  and  fever  al  of  the  popu¬ 
lace  fain.  Parliament  publicly  burn  the  King's  arrets.  Convention  of 
the  notables,  in  order  to  fettle  the  preliminaries  neceffary  to  the  meeting  of 
the  fates  general.  Diftreffes  of  the  people  greatly  ihcreafed  by  the  ex¬ 
treme  feverity  of  the  winter . 

WE  have  fnewn  in  our  hiftori-  and  the  confinement  of  the  two 
cal  article  for  the  year  members  was  {till  continued,  and 
1787*,  the  ftrong  remonftrances  the  principle  of  authority  upon 
made  by  the  parliament  of  Paris  which  both  were  founded  Hill 
to  the  king  towards  the  clofe  of  maintained,  the  parliament  llieWed 
that  year,  in  confcquence  of  the  themfelves  determined  to  perfevere 
banifhment  of  the  Duke  of  Or-  in  their  apportion  to  and  reproba- 
leans,  and  of  the ;  imprisonment  of  tion  of  the  meafure,  until  they 
two  of  their  members,  on  account  of  ibould  finally  fucceed  in  over- 
their  conduct  in  the  courfe  of  the  throwing  the  principle  itfelf,  and 
great  debates  which  rook  place  in  thereby  procuring  future  fecurity 
the  king’s  prefence,  upon  the.pre-  to  the  perfons  of  their  numbers* 
ceding  memorable  19th  day  of  No-  and  an  unlimited  freedom  to  their 
vember.  deliberations  and  debates. 

Although  the  king  feemed  They  had  already  fucceeded  in 
to  have  given  way  in  foine  de-  carrying  a  _  great  point  agaihlt  the 
gree  to  their  remonftrances,  by  cfown,  and  in  eftabliftiing  a,  pre¬ 
alleviating  the  circVimftances  of  cedent  the  molt  dangerous  to  its 
feverity  which  in  the  firft  iiiftance  authority  that  could  be  conceived  : 
attended  the  imprisonment  of  the  a  precedent  without  example  in  the 
Abbe  Sabatiere  and  M.  Frenau,  hiltory  of  the  French  nation,  or  of 
ypf^  as  the  baniihment  of  the  duke  its  parliaments.  This  Was  the  pro- 

*  Y«l.  xrix.  pp.  196  to  70Q. 
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teft  by  which  they  in  effect  an¬ 
nulled  the  two  edidts  for  railing*  a 
tax  upon  territorial  revenue  (or,  as 
we  call  it,  a  land  tax)  and  another 
upon  {lamps  ;  they  having  in  that 
piece  declared,  that  all  perions  who 
attempted  to  carry  thofe  edidts  into 
execution  fhould  be  confidered  as 
guilty  of  treafon,  and  regarded  as 
enemies  to  their  country,  A  vigo¬ 
rous  government  would  have  eafily 
fet  afide  the  effedt  of  this  proteft ; 
for  the  edidts  had  been  enregiftered 
according  to  the  ufual  forms  in  a 
bed  ofjuftice,  which,  from  the  un¬ 
disputed  fandlion  of  ages,  conferred 
on  them  all  the  efficacy  and  force  of 
laws  ;  bnt  the  enfeebled  ftate  of  the 
court,  the  want  of  vigour  in  its 
councils,  along,  probably,  with  an 
i’bfounded  hope,  and  ill-timed  de- 
fire  of  accommodation,  ferved  all 
together  to  induce  the  king  to  fub- 
ijiit  to  this  dangerous  inroad-  upon 
his  authority,  and  to  relinquifti  thefe 
decrees,  which  could  alone  have  en¬ 
abled  him  to  condudt  the  bufinefs  of 
government  with  fecurity  and  ef- 

fca. 

After  fuch  a  triumph  over 
weaknefs  and  fear  in  fo  recent 
an  inftance,  the  parliament  could 
not  be  much  apprehenfive  of  a 
failure  of  fuccefs  in  other  matters, 
which,  though  of  confequence  to 
themfelves,  were  of  infinitely  lefs 
importance  to  the  crown.  The  1  aft 
anfwtr  1  eceived  from  the  king,  viz. 


“  That  they  fhould  not  demand 
“  from  his  juftice  what  folely  de- 
“  pended  upon  his  will,”  was  ta¬ 
ken  into  eonfidemtion  by  that  body 
loon  after  the  opening  of  the  new 


'  ly  enforcing  and  enlarging 
the  principles  laid  down  in  their  for¬ 
mer  reinonilrances.  They  charge  the 


.  year,  when  they 
Jan.  T  1,  -TpVpro1  rw-drd 11M nnc 


king with  departing  from  the  pro- 
feffions  held  out  in  fome  of  his 
former  declarations  or  anfwers. 
Their  reprobation  of  lettres  de  cachet , 
places  them  in  every  point  of  view' 
that  could  render  them  odious  or 
terrible.  They  deferibe  them  as 
being  the  common  inftruments  of 
concealed  views  and  private  re¬ 
venge  j  and  they  fcruple  not  to 
charge  the  monarchy  wdth  degene¬ 
rating  into  adtual  defpotifm,  through 
the  nefarious  abufe  of  the  king’s 
authority  by  minifters,  in  applying 
thefe  letters  without  any  form  of 
law,  or  colour  of  juftice,  to  deprive 
individuals  of  thjeir  liberty.  They 
argued  upon  ftrong  ground,  that 
the  fame  power  which  arbitrarily 
deprives  the  firft  prince  of  the 
blood  and  the  two  magi  ft  rates  of 
their  liberty,  might,  undoubtedly, 
v/ith  greater  eafe,  attack  that  of 
all  other  citizens  ;  and  if  the  repeal 
of  fuch  arbitrary  orders  depends 
only  on  the  monarch’s  goodnefs 
and  pleafure  it  muft  follow  that 
no  Frenchm  n  has  any  fecurity  for 
his  liberty,  that  lettres  de  cachet 
are  to  have  the  effect  of  laws,  and 
are  to  be  confidered  as  neceftary 
and  eft'ential  parts  of  government. 

This  principle  they  totally  con¬ 
demn,  as  fubverting  the  moil  fa- 
cred  foundations  of  the  conftitution. 
They  declare,  that  they  therefore 
cannot,  and  indeed  that  they  ought 
not,  to  recur  to  the  king’s  good- 
nefs  in  order  to  obtain  the  libel  t y 
of  the  duke  and  of  the  two  magif-' 
trates  :  inch  a  ftep  w’-ould  be  no 
lefs  derogatory  from  the  eftential 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  and 
of  public  order,  than  from  the  ge¬ 
nerous  fentiments  of  the  fufterers 
themfelves.  That,  all  his  majefty’s 
fubjedls  are  equally  interefted  in 
preventing  the  fad  effedts  of  fo 

dangerous 
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dangerous  a  principle ;  and  that 
they  neither  could  themfelves,  nor 
ever  would,  make  any  difference 
between  the  caufe  of  the  prince  and 
the  magiil  rates,  and  that  of  any 
other  citizen  whatever.  They 
linn  up  the  whole,  with  repeating 
their  declaration,  that  parliament, 
therefore,  will  never  ceafe  to  de¬ 
mand  the  liberty  or  the  impeach¬ 
ment  of  the  prince  and  the  magif- 
trates ;  and  that,  thinking  them¬ 
felves  equally  bound  to  employ 
the  fame  zeal  and  the  fame  perfe- 
verance  for  the  welfare  of  all  their 
fellow  citizens,  they  will  not  ceafe 
to  intreat  his  majefty  to  grant  and 
to  infure  to  every  Frenchman,  that 
perfonal  fecurity,  which  isfolemnly 
promifed  by  the  laws,  and  due  to 
them  by  the  principles  of  the  con- 
flitution. 

^  The  parliament  was  fent  for 
‘  '  to  Verfailles,  to  receive  the 

king’s  anfwer  to  this  remonftrance, 
which  afforded  as  little  fatisfa&ion 
to  that  body  as  any  of  the  prece¬ 
ding.  They  were  informed,  that 
although  he  had  condefcended  to 
receive  their  reprefentations  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  two  magistrates  whom 
he  had  puni lined,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  recall  them.  That,  be¬ 
tides,  the  manner  in  which  their 
reprefentations  were  expreffed,  was 
by  no  means  iuch  as  to  deferve  his 
indulgence.  On  the  iubjeft  of 
lettres  de  cachet ,  he  allured  them, 
that  the  lawful  liberty  of  his  fub- 
jedts  was  as  dear  to  him  as  to 
themfelves  ;  but  he  at  the  fame 
time  declared,  that  he  would  not 
fulfer  his  parliament  to  oppofe  the 
exercife  of  an  anthority,  which  the 
tranquillity  of  families  fo  much  and 
fo  often  required ;  which  magif- 
trates  themfelves  fo  frequently  fo- 
licited  and  implored  )  and  of  which 
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he  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  know, 
that  he  had  made  a  more  moderate 
ufe  than  his  predeccffors.  Fie  then 
informed  them,  that  the  expreflions 
made  ufe  of  in  their  refolutions  of 
the  4th  in  if  ant,  were  as  indifereet 
and  improper,  as  thofe  which  they 
had  ufed  on  the  27th  of  Augufl 
in  the  former  year.  That  he  there¬ 
fore  fupprelfed  the  refolutions  of 
both  thofe  days,  as  being  contrary 
to  that  refpedt  and  fubmillion  which 
his  parliament  owed,  and  was  bound 
to  fet  an  example  of  to  all  his 
fubjedts.  He  concluded  by  forbid¬ 
ding  them  to  purfue  fuch  a  conduct, 
or  to  form  any  fuch  refolutions  in 
future. 

So  little  effedt  did  this  charge 
produce,  that  the  parliament,  on  the 
lucceeding  day,  palled  a  new  let  of 
refolutions, which  befides  reiterating 
the  principal  arguments  and  pofi- 
tions  of  the  former  pieces,  held  out 
fuch  new  matter,  as,  if  it  could  not 
add  much  to  their  force,  was,  how¬ 
ever,  well  calculated  to  operate 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people, 
which  were  already  exceedingly 
inflamed  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom. 

In  this  manner  was  the  contell 
continued  for  fome  time  longer, 
the  apparent  firmnefs  on  one  fide 
being  met  by  an  equal  degree  of 
perfeverance  on  the  other  :  nor  in 
the  mean  time  was  it  at  ail  clear, 
whatever  conceflions  had  been  made, 
or  even  if  all  the  claims  of  the 
parliament  had  been  granted,  that 
the  latter  had  left  it  in  their  power 
to  relieve  the  crown  from  its  dif- 
trelfes,  or  confequentlv  to  enable  it; 
te  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  govern¬ 
ment.  This  proceeded  from  their 
unexpefted  declaration,  that  it  was 
neither  in  their  power,  nor  in  that 
of  the  crown,  nor  of  both  united, 
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to  grant  or  to  raife  any  money  by 
the  levjr  of  new  taxes  upon  the 
people  ;  a  declaration  evidently  de¬ 
signed  to  lay  the  king  under  a 
neceffity  of  convoking  the  ftates 
general  of  the  kingdom. 

Whatever  were'  the  particular 
motives  of  the  party  by  whofe 
influence  that  body  was  induced 
to  make  this  voluntary  furrender 
of  its  authority,  the  new  dodtrme 
ran  like  wild -fire  through  the  na¬ 
tion.  In  proportion  to  the  general 
odioufnefs  of  taxes,  was  the  joy  at 
this  emancipation  from  all  actual 
authority  to  raife  new  ones  ;  whilib 
the  patriotifm  of  that  body,  which 
had  thus  teftified  its  own  incompe¬ 
tence,  in  order  thereby  to  eftablifh 
the  difqualification  of  the  crown, 
was  fcarcely  lefs  than  idolized. 
'Thus  circumftanced,  it  would  not 
have  been  eafy  for  the  parliament, 
however  inclined,  to  retradt  its  own 
meafure,  and  to  refume  a  compe¬ 
tence  which  it  formally  declared  it 
did  not  poffefs  ;  as  little  could  it 
renew  that  ancient  authority  in  the 
crown,  which  it  had  juft  endear 
voured  to  cancel. 

In  the  mean  time  that  fpirit  of 
liberty  which  we  have  heretofore 
had  occafion  to  take  notice  of 
and  for  the  growth  and  progrefs 
of  which  we  then  affigned  different 
caufes,  was  not  only  now  every 
where  fpread,  but  feemed  already, 
in  fome  inftances  and  places,  difpof- 
ed  to  over-leap  all  reftraints,  and 
to  trample  upon  that  diftindtion  of 
ranks,  and  thofe  lines  of  fubordi- 
nation,  which  had  hitherto  not  only 
been  deemed  neceffary  to  the  well¬ 
being  of  government,  but  even  to 
the  prefervation  of  fociety. 

This  was  accompanied  by  its 
ufual  concomitant,  a  fpirit  of  inno¬ 
vation,  which  attempted  to  reach 
and  to  embrace  every  thing.  The 


French  feemed  transformed  to  a 
nation  of  projedtors ;  and  every 
projector  wiilied  to  be  a  reformer. 
Nothing  alinoft  could  be  heard 
or  liftened  to,  but  reforms ;  and 
the  language  and  difpo'rition  feerii- 
ed  to  become  as  prevalent  at 
court  as  with  the  people  or  parlia¬ 
ments.  Two  inftances,  however, 
occurred,  in  which  this  fpirit  was 
laudably  and  advantageoufly  exert¬ 
ed.  The  firft  was  a  general  reform 
in  the  codes  both  of  civil  and  cri¬ 
minal  jufcice,  a  reform  long  wifliea, 
and  than  which  nothing  could  be 
more  wanted  ;  but  its  difficulty  and 
magnitude  had  hitherto  deterred 
any  minifter  from  venturing  upon 
fo  arduous  an  undertaking.  M.  de 
Lamoignon,  the  keeper  of  the  feals, 
had  not  only  the  courage  to  encoun¬ 
ter  thefe  difficulties,  but  the  happi- 
nefs  and  honour  to  form  fo  excel¬ 
lent  a  plan  for  compleating  the 
defign,  as  to  leave  but  little  to  be 
done  by  thofe  who  were  deftined 
to  be  his  fticceffors  in  carrying  it 
into  execution.  And,  for  the  relief 
of  thofe  perfons  who  might  be  liable 
to  trial  in  the  interim,  before  the 
great  work  could  be  perfected,  he 
introduced  feveral  moll  humane  and 
effential  regulations  into  the  imme¬ 
diate  proceedings  of  the  criminal 
courts  ;  particularly  with  refpedt  to 
evidence,  and  the  mode  of  obtain¬ 
ing  it  (in  which  the  fyftem  was 
extremely1  faulty)  :  and  ftill  more 
particularly  in  thofe  cafes  where 
the  life  of  the  accufed  was  affedted. 

The  fecond  was  the  edidt  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  proteftants,  which  was 
introduced  by  the  king  on  the  me¬ 
morable  19th  of  November,  and 
was  regiftered  by  the  parliament  on 
the  29th  of  JanuaryA  7S8.  This 
edidt  contained  37  articles,  the 
greater  number  as  well  as  the  moft 
effential  of  which,  were  thofe  re¬ 
lating 
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tiring  to  marriages,  births,  baptifms, 
and  burials,  lubje£ts  which  had 
frequently  been  the  caufe  of  great 
trouble,  difficulty,  and  grievance  to 
the  proteftants,  with  refpebt  to  the 
legitimacy  of  their  iffue,  and  the 
legal  defcent  of  their  inheritances. 

While  all  France  was  waiting 
with  the  utmoft  attention  and  fo- 
licitude,  the  iffue  of  the  contefl  be¬ 
tween  the  king  and  the  parliament 
of  Paris,  relative  to  isttres  de  cachety 
an  incident  took  place  in  Langue¬ 
doc  which  threw  the  whole  kingdom 
into  a  ferment  upon  that  fubjeCt. 
M.  de  Catalan,  the  preiident  or  the 
parliament  of  Tholoufe,  having,  in 
■conjun&ion  with  that  body,  refufed 
to  regilter  the  late  edict  for  levying 
a  tax  of  two  twentieths  on  the 
nation,  the  king  immediately  or¬ 
dered  a  iectre  de  cachet  to  be  iffued 
againlt  the  prefident,  the  execution 
of  which  was  committed  to  the 
count  de  Pcrigord,  governor  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  province.  M.  de  Catalan 
was  accordingly  arrefted,  and  fent 
prifoner  to  an  old  caltle  at  the  foot 
of  the  Pyrenean  mountains. 

The  month  of  April  brought  on 
an  argumentative  written  difeuf- 
fion  between  the  parliament  of  Paris 
and  the  king,  which  afforded  not 
only  a  more  full  explanation  of  the 
refpebtive  claims  of  the  parries  than 
had  yet  appeared,  butlikcwife  fome 
view  of  their  feparate  opinions  with 
refpedt  to  fundry  great  questions  of 
law,  upon  which  the  French  confti- 
tution  was  either  fuppofed  to  be 
founded,  or  its  prefervation  ap¬ 
pendant. 

Anril  t  t th  The parliat,  ntpre- 
T  '  fented  a  remonftrance, 

in  which,  representing  the  19th  of 
November  as  the  epoch  of  a  direct 
attempt  to  lubvert  the  public  rights, 
ap.d  to  eflabiifli  defpotifm,  and  flat- 
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ing  all  the  fubfequent  proceedings 
as  a  continuation  of  the  fame  fyfbem, 
they  inform  the  king  that  his  par¬ 
liament  can  never  allow,  that  one 
aCt  of  arbitrary  power  {horrid  de- 
ftroy  the  eifential  rights  by  which 
his  fubjebts  had  been  governed  for 
1  300  years  pail.  They  then  enu¬ 
merate  feveral  loofe  indefinite 
charges  againft  government,  as  the 
grounds  or  j  unification  of  the  prefent 
remonltrance, — that  public  liberty 
is  attacked  in  its  very  principles  $ 
that  defpotifm  is  fubllituted  for  the 
law  of  tl}£  land  ;  that  the  privileges 
of  magiftracy  are  trampled  upon, 
and  parliament  made  the  mere  in- 
ftrument  of  arbitrary  power. 

They  declare  that  their  privileges 
are  not  their  own  ;  that  they  are 
-the  property  of  the  people  at  large, 
and  that  they,  as  trulfees  or  con- 
fervators,  are  bounden  to  preserve 
them  from  violation.  That  the 
will,  of  the  king,  alone,  does  not 
make  a  law  complete,  nor  does  the 
fimple  expreffion  of  that  will  con- 
lfitut.e  the -formal  a£t  of  the  nation. 
It  is  neceffary  that  the  king’s  will, 
in  order  to  be  effective,  iliould  be 
publiihed  under  legal  authority ; 
and  that  in  order  to  make  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  it  legal,  it  mull  have 
been  firft  fre-ely  difeufied.  “  Such, 
fire  I  are  the  principles  of  the 
French  confiiturion.” 

In  fupport  of  this  doctrine  they 
go  back  to  the  early  ftages  of  the 
French  monarchy,  and  endeavour 
to  iliew  from  hiftory,  the  ancient 
as  well  as  the  more  recent  circum- 
ftauces  which  attended  the  palling 
of  laws,  and  which  they  reprefent 
as  having  been  held  indifpenfably 
necelfary  to  give  them  validity. 
Under  the  firlt  race  of  kings,  the 
fovereign  being  furrounded  by  his 
court,  either  pretented  a  new  law 
f  A  ]  4  to 
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to  the  people,  or  they"  demanded 
one.  In  the  firft  inftance,  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  people,  whofe  fuf- 
frageswere  en  tirely  free,  eftablifhed 
the  law :  in  the  fecond,  the  propofed 
law  was  confidered  and  debated  by 
the  court,  (which  was  the  royal 
council)  according  to  whofe  fuf- 
frages,  which  were  equally  and 
inviolably  free  as  thofe  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  it  was  confirmed  by  the  king’s 
affent,  or  rejected.  The  fame  or¬ 
der  was  obferved  under  the  fecond 
race.  The  court  was  compofed 
ot  noblemen,  biiKops,  and  ffcnators. 
They  were  ftyled  the  adjutants , 
co-operators ,  and  adminijlrators  of 
the  public  weal.  In  all  cafes,  laws 
were  enaded  with  the  confent  of 
the  people,  and  the  confirmation  of 
the  king  through  his  court. 

Under  the  third  race  of  kings, 
they  fay,  that  the  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  did  not  change,  although  the 
court  went  under  different  names. 
It  was  at  different  times  called  the 
kings  court ,  the  court  of  France ,  the 
royal  court ,  the  common  council ,  and 
the  parliament . 

Upon  the  whole  it  does  not  feem 
that  the  information  obtained  by 
thefe  refearches  into  the  ancient 
hiitory  ol  the  French  monarchy, 
was  much  to  the  purpofe,  or  ferved 
to  throw  any  additional  light  upon 
the  fubjeds  of  the  prefent  difputes. 
The  confent  of  the  people  to  the 
paffing  of  laws  would  have  been 
equally  curious  and  important,  if 
it  had  been  fhewn  in  what  man¬ 
ner  it  was  given  or  obtained  ; 
whether  the  whole  nation  affembled 
in  one  vaft  plain,  to  afford  the 
fandion  of  its  confufed  voice ;  or 
whether  the  fuffrages  were  commu¬ 
nicated  by  delegation.  It  might 
,pti  hops  be  found  no  lefs  difficult 


to  eftabliili  the  fad  in  one  cafe 
than  in  the  other. 

It  is  always  to  be  remembered 
in  conndering  thefe  ycontefts,  (and 
though  we  have  heretofore  men¬ 
tioned  it,  it  is  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  to  the  fubjed  that  we 
fliall  venture  to  repeat  the  obfer- 
vation)  that  the  French  parliaments 
are  properly  courts  of  juftice.  That 
thefe  bodies  are  merely  adminif- 
trators  of  the  laws,  without  any 
power  to  make,  or  even,  in  thefmail- 
eft  degree,  to  alter  or  amend  them, 
And  that  they  are  not  farther  re¬ 
moved  from  the  powers  of  legisla¬ 
tion,  than  from  the  moft  diffant 
pretence  .  of  being  confidered  in 
any  degree  as  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people.  The  powers  of  legis¬ 
lation  have  refided  folely  in  the 
crown,  ever  fince  the  convocation 
of  the  ftates  has  fallen  into  difufe  ; 
and  it  poffeffed  them  equally  before, 
in  the  intervals  between  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  thofe  afffemblies. 

We  have  formerly  ffiewn,  that  the 
pradice  of  calling  upon  the  parlia¬ 
ments,  or  courts  of  juftice,  to  enre- 
giffer  the  king’s  edids,  did  not  ori¬ 
ginate  in  an  idea  of  their  communi¬ 
cating  any  authority  or  force  to 
thofe  laws,  nor  even  with  a  view  of 
receiving  their  approbation,  but 
merely  as  notaries  to  record  and  au¬ 
thenticate  their  exiftence,  and  there¬ 
by,  as  well  to  promulgate  them,  as 
to  prevent  any  doubts  being  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  public  of  their  reality. 
The  parliaments,  however,  as  their 
popularity  and  power  increafed,  and 
times  ai)d  circumftances  proved  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  defign,  affumed  a 
right  of  judging  whether  thefe  edids 
were  injurious  to  the  public  }  ancftf 
this  was  determined  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  they,  under  the  colour  of  a  fort 
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of  legal  fiction,  refufed  to  regider 
them.  For  they  pretended,  that  be¬ 
ing  injurious  to  the  people,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  king’s  wifdom,  judice, 
or  clemency,  they  did  not  believe 
them  to  be  the  king’s  real  ac Is,  but 
considered  them  as  ail  impofition 
praclifed  by  his  miniders  ;  and  on 
this  ground  they  prefented  memo¬ 
rials  or  remondrances  to  the  king-, 
placing,  in  thedronged  colours  they 
could,  all  the  evil  confequences 
which  they  prefumed  would  attend 
their  being  paffed  into  laws. 

In  troublefome  times,  or  under 
weak  adminiftrations,  this  oppodtion 
was  frequently  fuccefsful,  and  the 
contefted  point  was  given  up  by  the 
king.  But  if  the  governing  power 
was  firm  and  determined,  the  king 
had  recourfe  to  what  was  called  a 
bed  of  judice  ;  that  is,  he  went  in 
perfon,  attended  by  feveral  of  the 
great  officers  of  date,  to  authenti¬ 
cate  and  confirm  his  own  deed,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  parliament,  all 
the  members  of  which  had  previous 
notice  to  attend  ;  and  as  all  debate 
was  precluded  by  his  prefence,  he 
had  nothing  farther  to  do,  than  to 
order  the  edi£t  to  be  rendered,  a 
command  which  he  faw  executed 
upon  the  fpot. — The  circumdance 
of  the  French  courts  of  judice  hold¬ 
ing  the  fame  name  with  the  Englidi 
parliament,  we  prefumed  might  ren¬ 
der  this  illudrntion  not  entirely  un- 
necefiary,  although  it  be  in  part  a 
repetition. 

We  now  return  from  this  digref- 
fion  to  the  remondrance.  After  the 
quotations  from  hiftory,  and  prece¬ 
dents  which  they  had  adduced,  the 
parliament  tell  the  king  bluntly,  that 
he  could  not  fuppofe  himfelf  able, 
in  defiance  of  all  thefe  tedimonies, 
to  dcdroy  the  conditution  at  a  Tingle 
blow,  by  concentrating  parliament 


in  his  own  perfon.  They  put  the 
following  quedion,  “  Since  then 
“  there  exids  reciprocal  duties  be- 
“  tween  kings  and  fubjects,  what 
“  would  become  of  this  principle  in 
“  pra&ice,  if  kings  by  a  (ingle  word 
“  had  the  power  of  redraining  fome, 
“  and  of  extending  others,  as  they 
“  pleafed  - And  they  conclude 

thus,  “  It  remains  therefore  for  us 
“  to  fupplicate  your  majedy,  to  pay 
“  an  attentive  regard  to  the  date  of 
“  your  kingdom.  We  are  igno- 
**  rant  how  long  the  enemies  of  ma- 
“  gidracy  and  the  public  tranquil- 
“  lity,  may  have  the  ignominious 
glory  of  triumphing  over  the 
“  laws  ;  but  we  will  venture  to  an- 
“  fwer  to  your  majedy,  for  the  cou- 
“  rage  and  fidelity  of  thofe  who 
“  have  the  execution  of  them  ” 
The  king,  in  his  anfwer,  after  ob~ 
ferv’mg  that  he  had  perufed  their  re- 
mondrances  very  attentively,  pro- 
fedes  to  anfwer  them  with  fuch  pre- 
cidon,  that  they  iliould  no  longer 
doubt  of  his  intentions,  nor  again 
attempt  to  oppofe  them.  He  tells 
them  it  was  quite  unnecedary  to  talk 
to  him  of  the  nature  or  prefeription 
of  enregidering,  or  of  the  manner 
which  they  adopted  in  giving  their 
fufFrages.  When  he  went  to  his  par¬ 
liament  upon  the  fubjedt  of  a  new 
edidt,  it  was  in  order  to  benefit  by 
their  difeuflion  of  it,  and  from  the 
light  which  he  thus  received,  to  de¬ 
termine  in  his  own  mind,  after  hear¬ 
ing  their  arguments  and  opinions, 
upon  the  propriety  of  pafiing  the 
law,  and  of  having  it  accordingly 
regidered.  This  was  exactly  what 
he  had  done  on  the  19th  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  Every  thing  had  been  con- 
dudted  precifely  according  to  law, 
and  to  the  ancient  and  edablifhed 
forms,  at  that  fitting.  He  had  heard 
all  their  opinions,  and  therefore  the  ir 

deliberations* 
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deliberations  were  complete  ;  they 
had  done  their  part ;  he  then  de¬ 
cided  according  to  his  own  judg¬ 
ment,  and  thereby  fulfilled  his. 
Their  voices  were  not  collected,  be- 
caufe  his  prefence  rendered  it  un~ 
neceffary  ;  his  decifion  did  not  reft 
upon  the  number  of  votes :  of  what 
avail  could  it  be  then  to  know  the 
exaCt  majority,  when  their  number 
afforded  them  no  power  ? 

For  he  infixed,  that  the  collecting 
of  fufFrages  was  only  neceffary  in  his 
abfence,  as  the  moll  perfect  means' 
of  affording  him  a  precife  knowledge 
of  the  fentiments  of  his  parliament ; 
but  his  prefence  rendered  it  not  only 
unneceffary,  but  idle.  He  farther 
argued,  that  if  the  plurality  of 
voices,  in  his  courts,  could  forcibly 
direct  his  will,  the  monarchy  would 
be  changed  to  an  ariftocracy  of  ma- 
giftrates  ;  an  event,  as  contrary  to 
the  rights  and  interefts  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  as  to  thofe  of  the  fovereign 
power.  That  would  be,  indeed  (he 
continues)  a  ftrange  confutation  of 
government,  which  iliould  reduce 
the  will  of  the  king  to  fubmit  to 
that  of  his  minifters  ;  and  fubject  the 
fovereign  power  to  as  many  diffe¬ 
rent  determinations,  as  there  were 
deliberations  in  the  various  courts  of 
juffice  throughout  the  kingdom. 
But  it  behoved  him  to  guaranty  the 
nation  from  fuch  a  misfortune. 

He  likewife  lays  it  down  as  a  po¬ 
rtion  or  rule  not  to  be  departed 
from,  that  parliament  had  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  pafs  any  arrets  (or  decrees) 
either  upon  fubjeCts  of  legifiation  or 
adminiftration,  which  did  not  come 
to  them  from  him.  That  he  there¬ 
fore  reproves  them  for  fuch  arrets 
as  they  had  thus  paffed,  and  prohi¬ 
bits  them  from  a  repetition  of  the 
practice.  And  ftates,  that  to  de¬ 
stroy,  and  leave  no  trace  of  an  error. 


which  he  is  diipofed  to  attribute  t* 
a  momentary  furprize  or  illufion,  is 
to  purify,  and  not  to  alter  their 
regifters. 

He  then  feems  to  advert  to  their 
quotations  and  precedents,  by  put¬ 
ting  the  following  queftion  :  For 
how  many  falutary  laws,  which  now 
daily  form  the  rules  for  guiding 
your  judgments,  is  France  indebted 
to  the  authority  of  her  former  mo- 
narchs  ?  who  not  only  ordered  them 
to  be  rfcgiftered  without  any  regard 
to  the  plurality  of  fuffrages,  but  in 
direCt  oppofition  to  them,  and  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  reluClant  or  refilling  para" 
liaments. — The  king  concludes  ab¬ 
ruptly,  “  Thefe  are  the  principles 
“  which  ought  to  regulate  your  con- 
“  duCt  ;  and  I  lTiall  never  buffer  the 
“  fimalleft  deviation  from  them.” 

With  opinions  fo  direCtly  oppofite 
in  regard  to  the  prerogatives  and 
authority  of  the  crown,  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  parliaments,  and  the  rights 
of  the  fubjeCt,  as  were  now  avowed 
by  the  contending  parties,  little  hope 
of  any  compromife  or  amicable  con- 
clufion  could  remain  ;  and  it  be¬ 
came  every  day  more  apparent,  that 
things  were  drawing  to  a  crifis,  the 
management  of  which  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  greater  difficulties  than 
were  yet  forefeen  ;  but  which  could 
fcarcely  fail  in  its  effeCl  of  proving 
decifive,  and  of  either  eftablifliing 
on  a  firmer  bafis  the  authority  of 
the  crown,  or  of  modelling,  alter¬ 
ing,  and  perhaps  greatly  reducing 
its  power.  All  civil  public  bufinefs 
was  at  a  Hand  ;  for  the  provincial 
parliaments,  as  well  as  that  of  Paris, 
either  refufed  to  aCt  under  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  or  were  difabled 
from  ading ;  fo  that  it  was  morally 
impoffible  things  could  continue  long 
in  their  prefent  (late. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  minifters. 

were 
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were  deeply,  but  mod  fecretly  en¬ 
gaged  in  terming  an  extenfive  plan 
tor  a  new  order  of  government, 
which,  T  it  could  be  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution,  would  have  freed  the  king 
entirely  from  that  continual  venation 
and  trouble  which  he  had  fo  long 
endured  through  the  refractorinefs 
pf  the  parliament.  This  lyftem, 
which  was  attributed  to  M.  de  La- 
inoignon,  was  fo  extenfive,  that  it 
feerned  rather  to  carry  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  new  conditution,  than  to 
look  like  the  repair  of  an  old  one. 
But  its  prominent  and  leading  fea¬ 
ture,  was  the  effablifhment  of  a  grand 
council  of  date  and  government, 
under  the  appellation  of  La  Ccur 
Pleniere ,  which  was  to  be  endued 
with  fuch  powers,  and  placed  in  the 
exercife  of  inch  functions,  as  would 
ferve  to  carry  the  parliaments  back 
to  the  original  principles  of  their  in- 
ditution,  and  reduce  them  to  the 
condition  of  mere  courts  pf  juilice. 
This,  however,  was  not  all ;  it  may 
be  fafely  concluded  that  the  court 
looked  farther.  it  was  intended 
that  this  court,  by  enabling  govern¬ 
ment  to  carry  on  the  public  bufinefs 
without  any  other  intervention, 
would  thereby  preclude  thedreaded 
necellity  of  affembling,  according 
to  the  king’s  promife,  the  dares  ge¬ 
neral. 

As  it  was  neceffary,  in  order  to 
render  this  fupreme  tribunal  effec¬ 
tive,  that  it  fhould  acquire,  at  the 
fcrd  view  of  its  eompofitipn,  the 
good  opinion  and  confidence  of  the 
public,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to 
i  urmount  t  he  ftrong  prejudices  whic  h 
io  new  and  important  ap  inditution 
mud  inevitably  encounter,  fo  it  be¬ 
came  a  matter  pf  indifpenfable  He¬ 
redity,  that  it  fhould  poffefs  every 
poffible  degree  pf  refpcCtabilicy, 
which  could  be  derived  from  the. 
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rank,  integrity,  or  talents  of  its 
members.  It  feerned  like  wife  to  be 
part  of  the  view  of  the  framers,  that 
by  their  being  drawn  from  almod 
every  order  and  clafs  of  men  in  the 
nation,  they  fhould  carry  the  ap¬ 
pearance,  in  a  confiderabie  degree, 
of  being  a  reprefentation  of  the 
whole. 

In  conformity  with  thefe  purpofes, 
the  fupreme  court  was  to  be  eom- 
pofedof  princes  of  the  blood  ;  peers 
of  the  realm  j  great  officers  of  date  ^ 
clergy  j  marihals  of  France  ;  gover¬ 
nors  of  provinces  ;  knights  of  dif¬ 
ferent  orders  ;  members  of  council ; 
a  deputation  of  one  member  from 
each  parliament  in  the  kingdom, 
and  of  two  from  the  chamber  of  ac¬ 
counts  and  fupply. 

The  number  of  which  this  court 
was  to  confid,  was  not  yet  deter¬ 
mined  ;  the  king  only  declaring, 
that  the  members  fhould  not  be  fo 
numerous  as  to  create  delay  or  dis¬ 
order,  nor  fo  confined  as  to  occafion 
incompetence,  through  accidental  or 
unavoidable  abfences.  The  times 
of  their  meeting,  and  the  length  of 
their  fittings,  were  to  be  regulated 
by  the  king’s  will,  and  by  the  pref- 
fure  of  public  affairs. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  plan,  with¬ 
out  any  reference  to  its  fuccefs, 
ihewed  greater  marks  of  defign  and 
ability,  than  had  been  difplayed  in 
any  other  indance  by  the  prefent 
adminift  ration. 

Notwithdanding  the  means  of  fe- 
crecy  adopted  by  the  court,  in  the 
conduct  of  this  weighty  bufinefs,  It 
was  impolTible,  with  fuch  multitudes 
of  eyes,  and  ears  eternally  on  the 
watch,  not  to  afford  room  for  appre¬ 
hension  and  fufpicion.  The  merecir- 
cumdances  of  fiience  and  apparent 
inactivity,  would  have  been  fufrici cut 
for  this  purpofe.  But  the  unufual 
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buftle,  precaution  and  fecrecy, which 
were  apparent  at  the  al  preis  at 
Paris,  not  only  excited  general  fuf- 
picion,but  fpread  an  uni  verbal  alarm . 
Above  an  hundred  additional  work¬ 
men  were  taken  into  that  depart¬ 
ment  ;  the  place  was  furrounded, 
night  and  day,  with  armed  guards  ; 
nothing  could  efcape  the  vigilance 
of  the  centinels ;  and  no  perfon 
whatever  was  admitted  without  cer¬ 
tain  credentials  which  could  fcarcely 
be  counterfeited.  Every  body  fore¬ 
boded,  and  feemed  to  believe,  that 
lome  deiigns  fatal  to  the  parliament 
were  in  agitation  ;  and  while  ru* 
mour  continually  magnified  or  cre¬ 
ated  imaginary  dangers,  the  appre- 
henlion,  difmay  and  terror  fpread 
among  the  Parifians  was  inexpres¬ 
sible.  Nor  was  that  body  itfelf  in 
a  much  more  tranquil  Hate  ;  fome 
imminent  danger  was  expected,  and 
a  total  ignorance  of  its  nature,  and 
of  the  intended  mode  of  attack, 
could  not  ferve  in  any  degree  to  lef- 
fen  the  apprehenlion. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  a 
-Secret  poffefled  by  a  number  of  per- 
ions  can  long  be  preferved,  if  the 
vigilance  of  fiifpicion  be  thoroughly 
milled  on  the  fide  intereded  in  the 
difcovery.  It  is  faid,  that  M.  d’Ef- 
premenil,  an  adtive  and  eminent 
member  of  the  parliament,  by  means 
not  publicly  known,  had  the  fortune 
to  penetrate  this  arcanum,  without 
the  trouble  or  danger  of  forcing  the 
guards.  It  is  likewife  luppofed 
that  he  Succeeded  by  corrupting 
fome  of  the  printers  \  that  he  be¬ 
came  therebv  thoroughlv  mailer  of 
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the  whole  projedt  and  defign  of  the 
court ;  and,  it  is  even  laid  that  he 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  new  code  fo 
far  as  it  was  yet  printed  off  or 
known. 

The  difcovery  of  a  defign,  in  ci¬ 


vil  matters  or  politics,  as  well  as  in 
war,  is  generally  equivalent  to  a  de¬ 
feat.  Nothing  could  be  more  de- 
ftrudlive  to  the  views  of  the  court, 
than  the  prefent  proved;  The  infor¬ 
mation  thus  obtained,  occafioned  a 
fudden  meeting  of  the  parliament 
on  the  3d  of  May  ;  and  as  they  could 
not  avow  the  fource  from  whence  it 
was  derived,  they  declared,  as  the 
grounds  of  their  meeting,  and  in¬ 
tended  proceedings,  that  they  had 
been  apprised  by  public  report,  as 
well  as  by  a  variety  of  concurring 
circumdanees,  that  fome  fatal  llroke 
was  in  meditation  ;  and  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  date,  under  the  following 
heads,  the  caufes  which  drew  upon 
them  the  enmity,  and  the  prelent 
evil  intentions  ot  the  miniders  — 
the  refiftance  which  they  had  made 
to  the  two  ruinous  taxes  on  eftates 
and  on  damps  -their  refufal  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  own  competence  to 
the  granting  of  fubfidies,  and  to  ad¬ 
mit  the  validity  of  the  king’s  editts 
for  that  purpofe  ; — their  foliciting  a 
convocation  of  the  general  dates 
and  their  laying  claim  to  liberty 
for  every  individual  fubjedt. 

They  then  declare  it  to  be  their 
duty,  to  withdand  firmly  all  plans 
and  attempts  of  miniders  contrary 
to  law,  and  to  the  good  of  the 
nation.  That  the  fydem  of  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  king’s  abfolute 
will,  as  expreffed  in  his  different 
anfwers,  was  a  proof  of  the  minif- 
ter’s  dedrudtive  projedt  of  annul¬ 
ling  the  national  government,  which 
parliament  is  bound  to  maintain, 
and  a  duty  from  which  it  will  never 
depart.  That  France  is  a  king¬ 
dom  governed  by  a  king  according 
to  the  laws. — And,  that  the  right 
of  railing  fubfidies  is  in  the  nation, 
represented  by  the  dates  general 
duly  convened. 

They 
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They  farther  declare,  that  the 
court  of  parliament,  alone,  has  a 
right  to  confirm  the  king’s  orders 
in  every  province,  and  to  order 
them  to  be  enregiftered,  in  cafe  they 
are  conformable  to  theconftittltional 
rights  of  the  province,  and  to  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom. 
— That  they  have  likewife  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  not  being  arrefted  by  any 
order  whatever,  without  being  im 
mediately  put  into  the  hands  oi  thofe 
judges  with  whom  they  are  con¬ 
nected  by  their  fituation. — That  the 
court  protefts  againft  all  aCts  of  force 
attempted  in  violation  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  here  laid  down,  and  unani- 
moufly  declare  that  they  are  bound 
by  oath  not  to  deviate  from  thofe 
principles. — That  each  member  is 
refolved  to  oppofe  all  innovations, 
nor  will  he  adminifter  juftice  in  any 
place  but  the  court  itfelf,  compofed 
of  the  fame  perfons,  and  poiTefilng 
the  fame  privileges.—- And,  that  in 
cafe  they  fliould  be  compelled  by 
force  to  difperfe  themfelves,  and 
rendered  unable  to  aCt  in  their  pro¬ 
per  capacities,  they  each  declare, 
that  they  will  return  their  privileges 
and  rights ;  undiminiftied  into  the 
hands  of  the  king,  his  family,  the 
peers  of  the  realm,  or  the  ftates  ge¬ 
neral.  To  guard  againft  any  fup- 
preftion  of  their  aCts  at  this  fitting, 
they  ordered  copies  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  refolutions  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  tranfmitted  to  all  the 
courts  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  eafily  feen,  that  the  three 
laft  claufes  were  the  refult  of  the 
late  unavowed  difeovery. 

The  king  having  ordered  M. 
d’Efpremenil,  and  M.  de  Monfam- 
bert,  two  of  the  molt  active  members 
of  the  parliament,  to  be  arrefted  in 
their  houfes,  thefe  gentlemen,  in 
confccjuence  of  private  intelligence, 


evaded  the  immediate  danger  by 
keeping  out  of  the  way,  but  did 
not  on  that  account  refrain  from  at¬ 
tending  in  their  places  at  a  meeting 
of  parliament  which  was  haftily 
convened  on  that  account  the  enfu- 
ing  morning.  The  fuddennefs  of 
the  meeting  did  not  prevent  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  twelve  peers,  who,  it 
might  be  thought,  were  waiting  in 
readinefs  to  anfwer  any  emergency 
that  fliould  occur.  The  aftembiy 
having  taken  into  confidrration  the 
meafures  purfued  on  the  preceding 
night  for  arrefting  the  two  members 

in  their  houfes,  unani-  AyT  , 

,  .  May  cth. 

mouily  concurred  in  a  J  D 

ftrong  remonftrance  upon  the  fub- 

j,.£t,  which  they  ordered  to  be  pre- 

lented  to  the  king  by  a  deputatioa 

of  their  body. 

In  this  piece,  befides  reiterating 
former  arguments  with  refpe£t  to 
perfonal  liberty  in  general,  and  their 
own  claims  to  peculiar  privileges 
and  exemptions,  they  charge  the 
royal  advifers  with  departing  from 
all  the  principles  of  monarchy,  and 
availing  themfelves  of  every  re- 
fource  which  defpotifm  could  fug- 
geft  to  overturn  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  kingdom.  And  they 
conclude,  by  reprefenting  the  evils 
and  dangers  which  mult  enfue  from 
fuch  proceedings,  and  by  befeech- 
ing  him  to  difeharge  thofe  who  ad- 
vifed  them  ;  as  the  farther  profe- 
cution  of  them  would  involve  the 
public  liberty  and  the  lawful  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  king  in  fuch  difficulties 
as  to  render  it  impoffible  for  the 
magiftrates  to  extricate  them,  or  to 
purfue  their  duty. 

But  they  were  now  to  experience 
difficulties  which  perhaps  they  did 
not  expert.  The  king  refufed  to 
receive  the  deputation,  and  a  re¬ 
giment  of  guards  fuddcnly  fur- 

rounding 
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rounding  the  palais,  prohibited  the 
departure  of  any  of  the  members. 
In  this  date  of  condernation  and 
apprehenfion,  M.  DegoUt,  who 
commanded  the  troops,  entered  the 
affembiy,  and  demanded,  in  the 
king’s  name,  that  the  two  magif- 
tra tes,  whom  he  had  ordered  to  be 
arrefted,  but  who  had  made  their 
efcape,  fhould  be  delivered  up  to 
him.  A  profound  filence  enfued 
for  fome  time,  and  not  a  man  would 
point  them  out.  At  length  the  pre- 
fident  put  an  end  to  this  folerrm  fi- 
lence,  by  riling  up  and  declaring, 
(accompanied  with  the  acclamations 
of  the  whole  court)  that  he,  and 
every  other  perfon  prefent,  was  a 
d’Efpremenil  and  a  Monfambert, 
for  that  they  all  coincided  entirely 
with  thefe  members  in  their  opi¬ 
nions.  On  this  anfwer,  M.  De¬ 
gout  returned  to  the  king  for  frefh 
indrudtions  %  and  fo  infirm  and  in¬ 
deed!  ve  was  his  council,  fo  deftitute 
of  refource  were  his  minifters,  that 
this  final!,  and  eafily  to  be  forefeen 
difficulty,  occasioned  a  paufe  of  full 
twenty  hours  before  an  anfwer,  or 
the  meafures  to  be  purfued,  could 
be  determined. 

During  all  this  time,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  continued  locked  up  in  its 
chamber,  and  furrounded  on  all 
fides  by  guards.  On  M.  Degout’s 
return,  he  fuinmoned  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  their  refpective  places,  and 
charged  them,  under  the  penalty  of 
being  declared  guilty  of  high  trea- 
fon,  to  point  out  M.  d’Efpremenil 
and  M.  de  Monfambert.  Not  a  word 
of  anfwer  was  returned,  nor  a  look 
tending  to  fupply  its  place,  until  the 
filence  was  broken  by  the  riling  of 
the  two  members  in  quedion,  who 
requeued  the  permiffion  of  the  court 
to  deliver  themfelves  up.  The  for¬ 
mer  was  conducted  to  the  date  pri- 


fon  of  St.  Marguerite,  in  one  o  f  the* 
iflands  near  Toulon  ;  and  Monfam¬ 
bert  to  the  Pierre  Encife. 

Neither  this  example,  nt»r  the 
imprefiion  made  by  fo  many  hours 
confinement  under  an  armed  torce, 
were  at  all  fufficient  to  change 
the  conduct,  much  lefsto  break  the 
fpirit  of  the  parliament.  They  were 
allured  of  the  fupport  of  a  powerful 
political  fadlibn,  under  whofe  influ¬ 
ence  they  were  believed  to  adt ;  and 
dill  farther  fortified  by  the  general 
fpirit  arid  difpofition  of  the  nation, 
from  tllofe  new  ideas  of  liberty* 
arid  of  the  principles  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  were  fo  fudderily  and  fo 
univerfally  fpread  throughout  all 
ranks  and  orders  of  the  people. 

The  8th  of  May  being  appointed, 
by  the  king  for  holding  a  bed  of 
juflice  at  Verfailles,  and  it  being 
expected  by  themfelves,  as  well  as 
every  body  elfe,  that  the  appre¬ 
hended  temped  would  on  that  day- 
fall  upon  the  parliament,  that  body 
fpent  the  intervening  time  in  pre¬ 
paring  ri  long  and  argumentative 
addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  him  by 
the  prefident,  before  the  final  de¬ 
nunciation.  took  place.  Ecprefen- 
tations  of  this  fort  were  now  fo  fre¬ 
quent,  that  the  entering  particularly 
into  them  would  be  equallytireforne 
and  ufelefs.  The  principal  new  heads 
of  grievance  Were,  the  late  violence 
committed  by  in  veiling  the  feat  of 
fovereign  -juilice  with  armed  men 
during  the  fitting  of  parliament* 
including  all  its  attending  circling 
dances ; — the  arbitrary  power  exet- 
cifed  in  the  feizure  of  the  two  mem¬ 
bers  and  the  refufal  of  the  king 
to  receive  their  deputation. 

In  expatiating  on  thefe  iiibjedts, 
fome  ftrong  exprefiions  are  ufed^ 
They  partly  charge,  and  partly  in- 
finuate,  a  fixed  fvllera  for  the  over¬ 
throw 
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throw  of  the  eftablidied  conditution 
or  government,  by  changing  the 
monarchy  into  a  defpotifin,  to  have 
been  in  train  ever  fince  the  year 
1 77 1 . — They  tell  the  king  in  un¬ 
qualified  terms,  that  the  French  na¬ 
tion  will  never  adopt  the  defpotic 
meafures  which  he  is  advifed  to. — 
That  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom  mud  not  be  trampled  on, 
and  that  his  authority  can  only  be 
edeemed  lo  long  as  it  is  tempered 
with  j office. — They  declare  for 
themfelves,  that  the  intereds  of  the 
nation  have  determined  each  and 
every  member  not  to  take  any  part, 
cither  as  a  body,  or  individuals,  in 
any  functions  which  may  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  new  regulations  ;  nor 
will  they  affilt  in  any  meafures  which 
ore  not  founded  on  the  unanimous  re¬ 
futations  of  parliament,  endued  with 
all  its  privileges.  Sueh,theyfay,isthe 
nature  of  the  French  monarchy,  and 
a  departure  from  it  may  produce  the 
moil  unhappy  confequences. 

The  parliament  had  previouily 
entered  formal  protefls  againft  the 
feizure  and  imprifonment  of  the 
magidrates, 

g  On  opening  the  bed  of 
judice,  the  king,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  the  introduction  of  his  re¬ 
forms,  pronounced  a  fpeech  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  length,  and  loaded  with 
fever ’ties  againd  the  conduCl  of  the 
parliament.  He  charges  them  with 
perfevering  in  a  continual  deviation 
from  their  duty,  on  every  point,  for 
a  year  pad.  That  not  fatisfiedwith 
placing  the  opinions  of  individual 
members  on  a  level  with  the  fove- 
reign  authority,  they  had  prefumed 
to  after  t,  that  no  edict  could  be  va¬ 
lid  without, their  regillry,  while  they 
declared,  that  they  could  not  be 
forced  to  the  performance  of  that 
duty,  even  though  the  Ration  fuf- 


ftred  by  the  refufal ;  that  the  pro¬ 
vincial  parliaments  had  followed 
their  example  both  in  their  preten¬ 
dons  andaCts  :  that  the  confequences 
have  been,  that  laws  equally  necef- 
fary  and  dtdrable  have  not  been 
carried  into  execution  :  that  the  mod 
ufeful  operations  of  government 
have  been  interrupted  or  dopped, 
and  public  credit  greatly  injured  : 
that  judice  has  been  fufpended,  and 
the  national  tranquillity  fhaken. 

The  king  declared,  that  he  owed 
to  his  fubjc&s,  to  himfelf,  and  to  his 
fuccedbrs,  the  iupprefticn  of  thefe 
exccftes.  That  he  might  have  inflict¬ 
ed  puniflunent-  but  he  rather  choofes 
to  remedy  the  evil,  and  prevent  its 
effeCls.  That  he  had,  indeed,  been 
obliged  to  punidt  a  few  of  the  ma- 
gidrates  ;  but  aCts  of  rigour  were 
contrary  to  his  nature,  even  when 
they  were  indifpenfable.  That  he 
did  not  intend  to  dedroy  his  parlia* 
ments,  but  to  bring  them  back  to 
their  duty,  and  within  the  limits  of 
their  original  inditutions  ;  to  con¬ 
vert  the  moment  of  acrifis  into  a 
falutary  epocha  for  his  fubjeCls  ;  to 
begin  a  reform  in  the  judicial  order, 
by  that  of  the  tribunals,  which  are 
the  bafe  of  it  ;  to  procure  judice  to 
be  adminidered  in  a  more  expedi¬ 
tious  and  tabs  expenfive  marner  ; 
and  to  entrudthe  nation  again  with 
the  exercife  of  its  lawful  rights, 
which  mud  always  be  united  with 
his.  That  he  would  moreover  eda- 
blifli,  in  every  part  of  his  kingdom, 
that  unity  of  defign  and  fydem,  that 
correfpondence  of  the  parts  with  the 
whole,  without  which  a  great  date 
is  only  weakened  by  the  number  and 
extent  of  its  territories.  That  the 
order  he  intended  to'edahlifb  was  not 
new  ;  for  there  was  but  one  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  kingdom  when  Philip 
the  Fair  fixed  his  refidecce  at  Paris. 

That 
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That  a  large  ftate  fliould  have  but 
one  king,  one  law,  and  one  power  to 
enregifter  its  acts.  That  tribunals, 
with  a  jurifdkdion  confined  to  pre- 
fcribed  limits,  fhould  have  the  fu¬ 
ture  luperintendence  of  the  majo¬ 
rity  of law-fuits ;  and  the  parliaments 
thofe  of  greater  importance  and  con¬ 
sequence.  That  there  fliould  be  a 
Angle  court  of  judicature,  in  which 
the  laws  common  to  the  whole 
kingdom  fhould  be  enregiftered  and 
preferved  ;  and  that  to  complete  the 
whole  reform,  a  general  aflembly  of 
the  ftates  fliould  be  convened,  not 
only  once,  but  every  time  the  ftate 
of  affairs  fliould  require  it.  u  Such,” 
fays  the  king,  “  is  the  re-eftablifh- 
“  ment  which  my  love  for  my  peo- 
4i  pie  has  prepared ;  and  Iconfecrate 
4t  this  day  for  the  commenceirrt 
“  of  their  happinefs,  which  is  my 
**  only  defire.*’ 

M.  de  Lamoignon,  the  keeper  of 
the  leaks,  followed  the  king  in  a 
fpeeeh  preliminary  to  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  new  code,  which  was  fo 
voluminous  as  to  fill  a  quarto  vo¬ 
lume  of  more  than  400  pages.  The. 
ordinances,  though  printed,  were 
each  ffgned  by  the  king,  and  coun- 
terftgned  by  the  Baron  de  Bre- 
teuil. 

The  fir  ft  ofthefe,  with  refpe&to 
importance,  though  not  the  firft  in 
place,  and  that  which  excited  fo 
much  opposition  and  alarm,  was  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  cour  pleniere  j 
the  fupreme  authority  of  which  was 
confidcred  by  the  parliaments  as  vi¬ 
olently  invafive  of  their  privileges 
and  rights,  and  as  totally  fubverfive 
of  their  power.  The  ordinance 
(we  know  not  upon  what  ground) 
calls  this  inffitution  a  re-ejlablijh- 
ment ;  and  the  members  were  to  hold 
their  places  for  life,  which  tended 
mu.ch  to  free  their  proceedings  from 
the  influence  of  the  crown,  fiotwith- 


ftanding  their  original  appointment 
by  it. 

Another  ordinance  affected  the 
parliament  of  Paris  fo  deeply,  that 
it  could  not  be  lefs  odious  to  that 
body  than  the  former.  It  went  to 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  m 
members,  from  120  to  67.  This 
meafure  was  founded  on  or  fup- 
ported  by  a  precedent,  derived  in¬ 
deed  from  bad  times  and  an  arbi¬ 
trary  reign.  This  was  the  cele¬ 
brated  edi£t  of  Louis  the  Xlth,  dated 
the  2 1  ft  of  Oftober,  1467,  which 
peremptorily  ordains  that  the  par 
liament  of  Paris  fhall  be  eompofed 
of  a  prefident,  nine  fub  prefid  ents, 
twelve  counfeliors  chofen  from  a- 
mong  the  clergy,  with  a  prescribed 
number  of  commoners  and  honorary 
members,  which  was  not  in  the 
whole  by  any  means  to  exceed  that 
we  have  ftated.  So  that  this  was 
in  fa£t,  rather  the  revival  of  an  old 
law,  than  a  new  regulation  with 
refpe£t  to  that  body. 

The  firft  ordinance,  with  refpe£t 
to  place,  went  to  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  new  order  in  the  adminiftration 
of  civil  juftice  in  the  provinces.  Two 
new  courts  were  to  be  inftituted  in 
each  of  the  feveral  diftri&s  therein 
fpecified ;  the  one  to  decide  all  litiga¬ 
tions  not  exceeding  in  value  4,000 
livres  ;  the  other,  all  fuch  above  that 
amount,  as  fhall  not  exceed  20,000 
livres  ;  refervingto  the  parliaments 
in  their  refpe£tive  provinces,  when 
they  ref  lime  their  functions,  the  right 
of  determining  all  fuits  of  greater 
importance. 

The  L  -. and  went  to  the  abolition 
of  thofe  inferior  courts,  which  in 
France  were  numerous,  and  whofe 
degrees  of  authority  being  ill  de¬ 
fined,  and  in  different  peaces  vari- 
oufly  extended  in  the  exercife,  not 
only  occasioned  much  perplexity  and 
cbnfufion  in  the  courts  of  juftice,  but 

tended 
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tended  likewife  to  nourifh  a  Ipiric  of 
endlcfs  litigation  among  the  people. 
The  fundtions  of  thefe  petty  courts 
were  (and  feemingly  with  great  pro¬ 
priety)  transferred  to  the  fuperior 
tribunals. 

Another  ordinance  went  to  that 
excellent  reform  in  the  courfe  of 
criminal  juftice,  of  which  we  have 
before  taken  notice  :  the  laft  of  all 
went  to  the  vacation  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Paris,  as  well  as  of  all  the 
others  throughout  the  kingdom. 
They  were  to  remain  fufpended  in 
all  their  functions  until  the  king’s 

O 

pleafure  was  farther  known  ;  and 
during  that  period  were  ftridtly  pro¬ 
hibited,  both  generally  and  indivi¬ 
dually,  to  affemble  or  deliberate 
upon  any  affair  public  or  private  ;  the 
king  declaring  that  he  would,  in  the 
mean  time,  purfue  the  proper  mea- 
fures  for  carrying  the  new  ordi¬ 
nances  into  execution. 

The  ordinances  being  read  and 
regiftered,  the  king  concluded  the 
bufinefs  by  a  fhort  fpeech,  in  which, 
after  obferving  that  they  had  juft 
heard  his  will,  and  that  the  more 
moderate  it  was,  the  more  ftridllv  he 
would  have  it  fulfilled  and  enforced  ; 
he  dated,  that  all  his  regulations  and 
intentions  were  directed  in  every 
thing  to  the  good  and  happinefs  of 
his  fubjedts.  That  he  depended 
upon  the  'zeal  and  fidelity  of  thofe 
who  were  immediately  called  to 
compofe  his  cov.r  pleniere  ;  and  that 
he  had  no  doubt  bin  others  of  the 
magiftracy  would,  by  their  good 
condudt,  merit  his  favour,  and  to  be 
accordingly  fu-eeftively  called  to 
that  fupreme  affembly. 

During  thefe  whole  proceedings, 
the  moil  profound  filence  was  ob- 
ferved  by  the  parliament,  and  the 
meeting  was  immediately  broker  up 
at  the  king’s  departure.  But  cn 
Vol.  XXXI. 


the  following  day,  what  is  , 
called  the  grand  alFembly  of 
parliament  was  fummoned,  and  held 
at  fo  early  an  hour,  that  their  pro- 
teft  was  dated  u  .  feven  o’clock  in 
the  morning.  In  that  piece  they  re- 
prefent  to  the  king,  that  their  filence 
in  his  prefence  on  the  preceding 
day,  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  any 
confent  on  their  fide  to  his  majefty’s 
edicts  •' — that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
totally  difcl aim -taking  any  part  in 
what  pafted  at  that  fitting,  or  giving 
their  fandtion  to  it ; — that  they  fur¬ 
ther  decline  accepting  any  feat  in 
that  new  court  his  majefty  wiihes  to 
eftablifh,  called  La  Cour  Pleniere ; — 
and  that  they  cannot  accept  of  it, 
from  its  being  contrary  to  their  duty, 
their  oath,  and  their  fidelity  to  his 
majefty. 

The  proteft  of  the  parliament  was 
feccnded  by  a  letter  figned  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  peers,  and  addrdfed  to 
the  king.  In  this  they  declare  them- 
felves  penetrated  with  the  deep  eft 
forrow  at  the  attempt  now  made  to 
iubvert  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  government  fo  long  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  kingdom.  That  they 
fliall  at  all  times  confider  it  their 
/duty  to  give  to  all  his  fubjedis 
examples  of  refpedt  and  fubmiffion  j 
but  that  their  conferences,  and  the 
fidelity  which  they  owe  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  will  not  buffer  them  to  take 
any  part  in  the  functions  which  thefe 
ne\y  edidts  impofe  on  the  peerage. 
That  they  therefore  take  the  liberty 
of  laying  at  the  foot  of  the  throne 
this  declaration,  dictated  by  the  pur- 
tfl  ntiments  of  honour,  and  of 
Zeal  for  the  true  interefts  of  his 
majefty,  which  are  ever  infeparable 
from  thofe  of  the  nation. 

This  extraordinary  adherence  of 
a  great  body  of  the  peerage  to  the 
parliament,  could  not,  in  the  -uefent 
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circumftances,  but  be  extremely  em- 
barraffmg  to  the  court ;  and  not  the 
lefs  fo  from  its  being  entirely  unex¬ 
pected,  although  j^would  feem  to 
require  no  great  lkul  in  divination 
to  have  foreboded  the  event.  Nor 
does  it  appear  that  the  clergy  were 
lefs  difpofed  to  fupport  the  parlia¬ 
ment  than  the  peers  :  fofudden  and 
wonderful  a  revolution  had  taken 
place  in  the  fentiments  of  a  nation, 
whofe  leading  charafteriftic  for  ages 
had  been  afulfome  adulation  of,  and 
blind  attachment  to  their  monarchs, 
and  to  whofe  glory  they  feemed  to 
have  dedicated  the  exertion  of  all 
their  faculties,  whether  in  peace  or 
in  \yar. 

As  if  the  9th  of  May  had 
been  deftined  for  a  day  of  continual 
agitation,  the  king  fuddeniy  convok¬ 
ed  the  parliament,  after  the  morn¬ 
ing  bufmefs  of  the  proteft  was  over. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  furmife  upon  what 
principle  be  adopted  this  meafure  ; 
for  the  ihdrt  fpeech  which  he  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  the  occsfion,was  little 
more  than  a  repetition  or  conffr- 
mation  of  what  he  had  declared  the 
day  before,  as  to  the  determined 
firmnefs  of  his  relqlution  to  purfue 
the  fyftem  then  announced,  and 
without  regard  to  any  impediments 
or  obftacles,  to  carry  the  new  ordi¬ 
nances  into  execution.  Some  con¬ 
ciliatory  exprefiions  were,  indeed, 
thrown  out  towards  the  clofe  ot  the 
fpeech, where  the  king,  after  obferv- 
ing  that  the  objects  of  the  new  plan 
were  the  general  tranquil] it  v  of  the 
kingdom, and  the  welfare  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  declares  his  reliance  on  the  zeal 
and  fidelity  of  the  parliament  for  the 
good  of  his  fervice,  when  he  fhould 
have  fixed  on  proper  perfons  to 
cofnpbfe  his  fupreme  affembly  ;  and 
he  concludes  with  an  affurance,  that 

he  iliould  call  them  together  before 
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the  ordinary  time  of  their  fitting,  it 
the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and 
the  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  iliould 
fq  require. 

This  produced,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  another  memorial 
on  the  fame  evening  from  the  par¬ 
liament,  in  which  they  peremptorily 
perffft  in  all  their  pail  refolutions  ; 
and  further  proteft,  and  again  de¬ 
clare,  that  they  will  not  amil  at  any 
deliberation  in  the  fupreme  afftm- 
bly  which  his  majefty  was  about  to 
inftitute.  They  then  refolve,  that 
as  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  deliver 
that  proteft  to  the  perfon.  whofe  for¬ 
mer  province  it  was  to  receive  it, 
and  fearing  that  it  would  not  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  king,  they  had  charged 
one  of  their  members  to  carry  it  to 
a  notary,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
formally  depofited  ;  and  they  have 
likewife  given  him  orders  to  print 
off  as  many  copies  of  it  as  might 
be  neceflary  to  make  it  publicly  and 
authentically  known. 

This  care  of  publicatiqn,  under 
the  inflamed  and  very  dangerous  ap¬ 
pearances  which  prevailed  through¬ 
out  the  nation,  was  not  confident 
either  with  the  wifdom  or  patriotifm 
of  parliament  ;  and  feemed  rather 
to  indicate  the  violence  of  a  party, 
determined  to  carry  their  point  at 
all  events,  and  without  regard  to 
confequences,than  the  rcfult  of  thofe 
cool  and  cautious  deliberations 
which,  looking  equally  to  the  rights 
pf  the  crown  and  the  people,  re¬ 
garded  the  prefervation  ot  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity  as  their  firft  object, 
and  the  higheft  of  all  duties. 

But  while  the  parliament  were 
thus  engaged  at  Verfailles,  their 
head  quarters,  and  what  might  be 
conffdered  as  their  citadel,  was  fud¬ 
deniy  carried  by  a  coup  de  main  at 
Paris.  For  the  governor  of  that 
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city,  properly  attended,  proceeded 
to  the  palais  royal,  where,  entering 
the  different  chambers,  and  opening 
the  preires  and  bureaus,  he  took 
poffeirion  of  all  the  papers  and  ar¬ 
chives  of  every  kind  appertaining  to 
the  parliament;  and  this  buffnefs 
being  finiffied,  after  locking,  and 
claping  the  king’s  feal  upon  the 
doors,  he  carried  away  the  keys. 
All  the  other  parliaments  in  the 
kingdom  were  about  the  fame  time 
fufpended  from  their  functions,  and 
forbidden,  under  the  fevereft  penal¬ 
ties,  from  re-affembling,  from  hold¬ 
ing  any  private  meetings,  or  from 
bluing  any  refolutions  or  opinions 
whatever  upon  public  affairs. 

The  Chatelet,  a  court  next  in  re¬ 
putation,  authority,  and  dignity  to 
the  great  chamber  of  parliament, 
was  fo  far  from  being  difmayed  at 
c  ,  thefe  proceedings,  that  after  a 
1  1'  fittingof  36  hours,  they  iffued 

an  inftrument  under  the  name  of  an 
arret  (but  which  feems  more  pro¬ 
perly  a  declaration  or  proteff)  in 
which,  after  declaring  how  deeply 
they  are  affedted  by  feeing  the  va¬ 
rious  adts  of  authority  exerciftd  a- 
gainrt  the  different  feats  of  magif- 
tracy  throughout  the  kingdom,  they 
particularize  the  follpwinginftances: 
The  feat  of  juffice  inverted  by  armed 
troops  ;  the  liberty  of  fuffrages 
wantonly  violated,  by  arrefting  and 
confining  magiftrates,  who  could  not 
be  perfonally  anfwerable  for  delibe¬ 
rations  which  were  dirtindl  and  pe¬ 
culiarly  appropriate  to  tbemfeJves  ; 
that  magiftracy  was  thus  debafed, 
and  all  order  overthrown,  under  a 
monarch  who  had  declared  ■  ‘  that  he 
“  never  would  reign  but  according  to 
“the  teNor  of  the  laws  and  that, 
as  the  edicts  and  declarations  repoft- 
<  d  by  his  mayfly’s  attornies,  had  not 
been  deliberated  upon  by  parliament. 


who  has  a  certain  and  undifputed 
right,  a:  knowledged  by  the  monarch 
hiiufeif,  to  addrefs  their  remon- 
rtrances  to  him  (a  right  which  they 
cannot  poffibly  exercife  at  prefent, 
on  account  of  the  forced  fufpenllou 
of  their  functions)  that  court  de¬ 
clare  unanimaufly,  that  they  cannot 
and  ought  not,  to  proceed  to  the 
reading,  publifliing,  or  regirtering 
the  laid  edidls,  declarations,  and  or¬ 
ders. 

In  the  intermediate  time,  a  duke, 
three  other  peers,  and  two  aroh- 
bifhops,  prefented  themfelves  in 
perfon  to  the  king. at  Verfailles,  and 
delivered  into  his  own  hands  a  pa¬ 
per  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature, 
that  neither  the  names  of  the  pre- 
lenters  or  fubferibers  were  ever 
given.  It  was  entitled,  the  humble 
and  dutiful  addrefs  of  the  fubferi¬ 
bers,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and 
the  public  ;  and  was  figned  by 
47  peers  and  biihops,  “  for  them- 
lelves  and  the  nation.” 

They  declare  the  grief  with  which 
they  find  themfelves  obliged  to  ap¬ 
proach  his  majerty  in  the  line  of 
their  duty  ;  but  it  is  a  duty,  they 
fay,  which  they  cannot  refill,  con- 
fidering  the  prefent  very  alarming 
ftate  of  public  affairs,  the  difeon- 
tents  which  prevail  among  people 
of  all  ranks,  the  tumults  that  have 
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already  occurred,  the  acc  ounts  that 
are  daily  arriving  of  frefti  i*fur- 
reftions  of  the  moft  alarming  kind, 
and  ftill  more  than  any,  the  cauies. 
to  which  all  thefe  evils  are  openly 
and  generally  attributed. 

They  farther  declare,  upon  the 
fame  ground  of  fliewing  their  mo¬ 
tives  and  duty,  that,  as  princes 
pledged  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
nobility  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
laws,  as  peers  born  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  throne,  and  as  citizens  bound 
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for  the  public  welfare,  they  cannot, 
conftftently  with  their  loyalty  to  his 
majefty,  their  duty  to  themfelves,  to 
the  nation,  and  to  pofterity,  Jet  the 
prefent  period  pafs  unnoticed.  That, 
whatever  be  their  forrow  for  the 
occafion,  duty  preffes  them  forward, 
juftiefe  requires,  and  zeal  for  the 
conftitutional  law  of  the  land  im¬ 
pels  them  to  remqnftrate  at  his 
throne. 

That  from  thefe  motives  and 
caufes,  they  were  bound  to  proteft 
a gainfb  the  diffolution  of  the  na¬ 
tional  parliament  ;  againfl  ail  the 
late  edicts,  as  well  thofe  relative  to 
the  cour  plenum ,  as  others,  and  in 
general  againfl:  everv  s£t  which 
militated  againfl  thofe  eftablifhed 
laws  whofe  foundations  had  been 
laid  on  wifdom,  moderation,  and 
juftice. 

That  with  the  purefl  loyalty  they 
lay  their  fentiments  before  the  king, 
hoping  that  God  may  incline  their 
fovereign  to  re-con  fid  er  thefe  mea- 
fures,  and  to  permit  in  future  things 
to  go  on  in  that  channel  to  which 
for  ages  they  had  been  accuilomed  ; 
and  thereby  prevent  an  alteration 
which  could  not  but  entail  the  rpoft 
ruinous  confequences ;  confequences 
too  eafily  to  be  forefeen,  both  gar  the 
fovereign  and  on  the  people. 

This  remonflrance,  independently 
of  its  language  or  fpirit,  afforded  a 
mofl  alarming  and  forrowfi.il  demon- 
flration  to  the  king,  how  totally  he 
had  loft  all  weight  and  influence 
with  the  two  great  bodies  of  the 
nobles  and  clergy  (who,  with  few 
exceptions,  had  at  all  times  been  the 
zealous  and  powerful  fupporters  of 
the  crown)  at  a  period  when  he  was 
already  fo  deeply  involved  in  a  con- 
reft  with  the  parliaments,  and  con- 
fequently  with  the  people  at  large, 
who  ever  adhered  to  them,  and 


confidered  whatever  caufe  they  were 
engaged  in  as  common  to  both. 

It  was  at  the  time  reported,  and 
we  can  give  it  only  as  a  report,  that 
a  council  having  been  held  on  the 
evening  after  this  remonflrance  was 
delivered,  lettres  de cachet  were  there 
abfolutely  figned  and  iffued  againfl 
all  the  fubferibers  ;  but  that  at  mid¬ 
night,  Monfteur  (the  king’s  next 
brother,  and  the  favourite  of  the 
people)  went  to  the  royal  bedcham¬ 
ber,  and  prevailed  on  the  king  to 
have  them  recalled. 

In  the  mean  time,  nothing  could 
be  more  alarming  than  the  temper 
which  now  became  prevalent  among 
all  orders  and  cialfes  of  the  people, 
and  the  afpebt  which  almoft  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  exhibited. 
Paris  preferred  every  morning  the 
new  fpeflacle,  of  feditious,  inflam¬ 
matory,  or  treafonable  written  or 
printed,  papers,  polled  upon  .the 
gates  and  corners  of  the  ftreets. 
An  incendiary  libel  of  the  mofl  a- 
trocious  nature  and  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency  was  detected  at  a  private 
printing-houfe,  where  the  prefs  was 
deftroyed,  and  the  printed  copies,  to 
the  amount  of  Tsveral  hundreds,- 
feized  ;  Tut  a  number  of  others,  it 
feems,  bad  been  already  diftributed, 
and  feveral  were  mofl  daringly  put 
up  on  the  city  gates,  and  other  pub¬ 
lic  places  :  although  the  king  was 
openly  branded  in  them  with  the 
appellation  o* tyrant ;  charged  with 
having  trampled  with  impunity  upon 
the  deareft  rights  of  the  people  ; 
and,  that  he,  who  fhould  be  their 
father,  was  become  their  bittereft 
enemy,  and  mofl  implacable  op- 
preffor.  In  a  funilar  {train  of  fedi¬ 
tious  inventive,  the  people  are  re¬ 
proached  with  want  of  fpirit,  for  not 
having  already  puniflied  their  op- 
preffors ;  and  every  other  mitigation 

to 
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fo  Immediate  violence  and  rebellion 
is  clofed  by  that  emphatic  icrip- 
ture  phrase  which  had  been  a  fed  fo 
many  ages  ago,  in  fimilar  com  bn  f- 
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tions,  of  “  To  your  tents,  O 
rael !” 

in  feveral  of  the  provinces  things 
fecmed  to  wear  a  worfe  appearance 
even  than  in  Paris,  Bretagne  had 
been  for  fome  time  in  a  flrange 
flare  of  diforder.  Some  local  dif- 
putcs  between  the  nobles  and  the 
peafants  had  induced  both  fides 
to  take  up  arms  in  feveral  places, 
in  fupport  of  their  real  or  fup- 
pofed  rights ;  and  as  they  could 
not  accommodate  their  own  dif¬ 
ferences,  they  fee’med  difpofed  to 
let  a  fruitlefs  tafk  lie  dormant  for 
a  time,  until  they  had  improved 
their  faculties,  by  a  careful  in- 
veftigation  of  public  grievances. 
Through  the  agitation  produced 
by  thefe  joint  operating  caufes 
of  public  and  domeflic  grievances 
(though  we  have  received  but 
little  information  of  the  particu¬ 
lars)  it  appears  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  flame  became  fo  violent, 
and  the  commotions  fo  alarming, 
that  the  bifhop  of  Rennes  found 
it  neceflary  to  fet  out  himfelf  ex- 
prefs  to  Paris,  and  to  ufe  fuch  ex- 
pediton  as  to  fpend  but  36  hours 
on  a  journey  of  200  miles,  in  order 
to  lay  before  the  King  a  clear 
ftatement  of  the  dangerous  fltua- 
tion  of  affairs  in  that  province. 

In  the  provinces  farther  fouth 
things  were  little  better.  The 
parliaments  of’l  boloufe  and  Greno¬ 
ble  were  both  in  exile,  and  fome 
of  the  mod  refrablory  members 
had  been  committed  to  date  pri- 
fons.  This  procedure  irritated  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  provincial  capi¬ 
tals  fo  highly,  that  they  were  guilty 
of  the  greated  exetffes  and  vio- 
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lences,  in  all  which  they  were  fup- 
ported  by  their  country  neighbours, 
and  encouraged,  or  confirmed  in 
their  conduct,  by  the  people  at 
large.  The  parliament  ofTholoufe 
having,  before  their  difperflon, 
pafled  the  ftrongeft  refolutions 
againd  the  admiflion  of  the  new 
ordinances,  and  the  edablilliment 
of  the  new  couit,  the  people 
determined,  in  their  abfence,  effec¬ 
tually  to  fupport  their  defig-n.  This 
led  them  to  fuch  excenes,  that 
the  count  de  Perigord,  governor 
of  Languedoc,  and  hitherto  one 
of  the  bed  beloved  noblemen  in 
Fr  ance,  was,  notwithdanding  his 
popularity,  and  great  natural  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  country,  obliged  to 
fly  precipitately  fro'm  that  city. 
Two  regiments, who  were  quartered 
there  under  his  command,  were 
likewife  obliged  to  withdraw,  whil  A 
the  inhabitants  not  only  took  poffef- 
flon  of  the  gates,  but  are  (aid  to 
have  taken  up  the  pavements,  as 
providing  for  a  flege  or  bombard¬ 
ment. 

This  was  the  fird  indance  in 
which  the  attachment  of  the  army 
to  the  crown  had  ever  been  called  in 
quedion;  but  it  was  now  drongly 
reported,  notwithdanding  the  great¬ 
ed  endeavours  to  keep  it  fecret, 
that  the  governor  general  of  Lan¬ 
guedoc  actually  put  the  fidelity  of 
the  troops  to  the  ted,  and  that 
the  two  regiments  peremptorily 
refufed  to  fire  upon  their  country¬ 
men.  From  this  circumftance,  and 
fome  others  correfponding  with  it, 
which  took  place  abou;  the  fame 
time,  it  came  to  be  generally 
whifpered,  that  in  cafe  of  matters 
being  carried  to  the  lad  degree 
of  extremity,  the  army  would  not 
fupport  the  court  in  its  oppreflive 
defigns  againd  the  people  -3  a  new, 
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and  feemingly  a  ftrange  opinion, 
in  fo  long  ettablilhed  an  arbitrary 
and  military  fyftem  of  government  ; 
but  which  ferved  to  infpire  great 
confidence  and  fpirit  in  the  nume¬ 
rous  difcontented  part  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

At  Grenoble,  in  Dauphiny,  the 
excelfes  were  carried  to  the  nigheft 
point  of  exorbitance  ;  and  much 
blood  was  even  reported  to  have 
been  died  in  the  conflicts  between 
the  military  and  the  inhabitants, 
,who  were  joined  by  fome  thou- 
fands  of  the  neighbouring  moun¬ 
taineers.  All  means  of  communi¬ 
cation,  whether  by  poll  or  other- 
wife  between  Paris  and  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  were  at  this  time  So  rruch 
interrupted,  by  the  caution  of  the 
court  in  the  examination  of  let¬ 
ters,  and  the  extreme  violence  of 
party  gave  befides  fo  deep  a 
tincture  to  every  thing  that  paiSed 
through  that  medium,  that  little 
faith  can  be  placed  on  any  ac¬ 
counts  given  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances. 

It  feems,  however,  tolerably  as¬ 
certained,  that  the  life  of  the  duke 
der  Tonnere,  who  governed  that 
province,  was  in  imminent  danger ; 
that  he  was  obliged  to  Surrender 
the  keys  of  the  palace  to  the  in¬ 
fo  rgents  for  its  prefer vation  ;  that 
among  other  outrages  they  plun¬ 
dered  his  large  and  valuable  cabi¬ 
net  of  medals  and  curiofities  ;  and 
that  they  had  threatened,  during 
the  oppcfition  of  the  troops,  to 
Set  the  four  corners  of  the  town 
on  fire  at  the  fame  indant.  They 
likewiSe  took  polTfiion  of  the  ar- 
Senal,  from  which  they  furnifhed 
themfelves  with  artillery,  arms  and 
Ammunition.  Several  lives  mud 
undoubtedly  have  been  loll  in  the 
ourfe  of  thefe  diforders,  but  it  is 
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evident  that  none  of  the  bloody 
maliacres  which  were  reported  at 
the  time  took  place.  It  is  faid, 
fhat  although  the  troops  did  not, 
like  their  fellows  at  Tholoufe,  ab- 
folutely  refuSe  to  obey  their  offi¬ 
cers,  yet  that  they  adted  with  fuch 
flacknefs  and  apparent  reludtance, 
as  contributed  more  than  the  num¬ 
ber  or  force  of  the  malcontents, 
to  defeat  the  effect ;  and  Sufficiently 
convinced  their  commanders  that 
they  were  no  longer  to  be  trufted. 

The  parliament  of  Britany, 
which,  as  well  as  the  province  at 
large,  had  long  been  in  a  date  of 
great  and  continual  variance  with 
the  court,  in  defiance  of  the  king’s 
pofitive  orders,  alTembled  at  P.en- 
nes  (their  capital)  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  June,  and  after  fitting  from 
four  o’clock  in  the  morning  untii  fix 
in  the  evening,  among  other  vio¬ 
lent  refolutions  palled  one  in  which 
they  declared  all  perfons,  who 
fhould  in  any  degree  attempt  to 
carry  the  new  ordinances  into  exe¬ 
cution,  to  be  guilty  of  high  trea- 
fon,  and  to  be  profecuted  and  pu¬ 
nched  as  fuch.  They  were  after¬ 
wards  Surrounded,  and  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  interrupted  by  a  drong 
detachment  of  the  troops  in  gar- 
rifon  ;  but  the  inhabitans  flying  in 
crowds  to  the  refcub  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  being  joined  by  a  vad 
concourfe  of  people  from  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country,  the  troops  found 
themfelves  compelled,  after  a  great 
riot  and  fome  mifekief  had  taken 
place,  to  give  way  to  the  im- 
menfe  multitude  of  their  antago- 
nids,  and  relinquiili  their  defign  ; 
while  no  perfon  would  venture  to 
Serve  the  lettres  de  cachet,  which 
had  been  Sent  down  for  the  exile,  . 
or  imprifonaient  of  the  mem¬ 
bers. 
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It  does  not  appear  that  the 
troops  upon  this  otcafion  iliewed 
any  reluctance  to  the  difcharge 
of  their  duty.  We  hear  no  more 
of  the  parliament,  who  perhaps 
did  not  think  it  fafe  to  proceed 
to  greater  lengths.  A  great  pro¬ 
vincial  meeting  was  however  con¬ 
vened,  in  order  to  determine  upon 
the  molt  effectual  mealures  for  op- 
poiing  the  execution  of  the  new 
ordinances.  At  this  affembly  a 
grand  deputation,  compofed  ot 
leveral  eminent  perfons,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  proceed  to  Verfailles, 
and  to  remonftrate  ftrdngly  with 
the  king,  in  the  name  df  the 
province,  againft  the  cour  pleniere 
in  particular,  as  being  deemed  the 
greateft  innovation,  and  the  molt 
dangerous  to  the  parliaments,  and 
in  general  againft  all  the  other 
new  tribunals  and  ordinances. 
The  confidence  and  ardour  with 
which  the  deputatlbn  fet  out  on 
their  commiftion,  was  fuddenly 
checked  upon  their  arrival  at  Ver¬ 
failles,  for  they  were  not  only  re- 
fufed  an  audience,  but  committed 
clofe  prifoners  to  tHe  Baftile. 

During  this  feafein  of  fruitlefs 
hope,  continual  difappointment, 
conftant  turmoil,  vexation  and 
alarm,  the  agitation  of  the  king’s 
mind  was  frequently  fo  great  and 
apparent,  as  to  excite  the  com- 
paftion  of  all  who  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  being  near  his  perfdn  * 
who  were  convinced  that  there 
could  not  be  many  men  in  his 
large  dominions  farther  removed 
from  happinefs  than  he  evidently 
was.  It  was  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledged  on  all  Tides,  and  by  all 
parties,  that  no  men  could  mean 
better,  or  more  fervently  wifh  and 
fully  intend  the  happinefs  ot  his 
fubjeCts  5  fo  that  the  epithet  o'f 
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» well  beloved  feemed  a  tribute 
flowing  involuntarily  from  the 
hearts  of  the  people  ;  and  foreign¬ 
ers  as  well  'as  natives  held  but 
one  opinion  as  to  the  juftnefs  of 
the  application.  For  the  king’s 
wiili  to  promote  the  eafe,  content, 
and  happinefs  of  the  people,  was 
not  a  paftive  or  inert  difpofition, 
indulged  only  in  fpeculation  ;  it 
was  embodied  and  brought  fully 
into  act  ;  he  had  done  more  in  a 
few  years  for  the  gratification  and 
benefit  of  his  fujcCts*  than  had 
been  done  by  all  his  predectffors, 
put  together,  from  the  foundation 
of  the  monarchy. 

Unfortunately  the  ftate  was  too 
deeply  involved  in  debt  and  embar- 
rafiment,  to  be  extricated  or  re¬ 
lieved  by  any  thing  within  the  im¬ 
mediate  powers  of  the  crown  :  the 
fame  benevolent  dilpofltion  which 
made  him  ready  upon  every  oc- 
cafion  to  relinquifti  his  perfonal 
interefts,  rendered  him  averfe  to 
the  execution  of  fuch  vigorous 
and  decifive  meafures  as  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  K?s  affairs  abfolutely  re¬ 
quired.  To  which  is  to  be  add¬ 
ed,  that  in  confeqiience  of  the 
late  reforms,  diffated  by  the  fame 
love  for  his  people,  the  monarchy 
had  been  difmantled  of  what  form¬ 
ed  an  effenrial  part  of  its  ftrength 
and  fecurity. 

It  is  well  known,  that  a  confider- 
able  proportion  of  the  numerous 
nobility  of  France,  have  always 
been  dependent  on  the  crown 
far  the  means  of  fuppurting  their 
rank,  and  preferving  the  dignity, 
of  their  families.  All  thefe  faw 
themfelves  now  for  ever  cut  off 
from  that  fefource,  the  king  having 
equally  put  it  out  of  his  power 
to  bellow  bounty,  and  tq  reward 
merit  or  fervie'e.  Above  four  hun- 
[U]  4  drsd 
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dred  perfons  had  already  loft  cherr 
offices  in  the  royal  houfliold,  and 
were  turned  adrift  upon  the  world 
without  means  or  refource  ;  a  much 
greater  number  were  uffeCted  in 
the  fame  manner  by  the  reduc¬ 
tions  in  the  military  departments. 
It  would  not  have  been  in  human 
nature,  that  fuch  a  change  of  condi¬ 
tion,  and  fuch  a  blite  upon  hope, 
did  not  produce  a  correfpondent 
change  of  fentiments  in  the  fuf- 
ferers,  who,  if  they  did  not  think 
themfelves  actually  injured,  felt 
themfelves  at  leaft  ruined,  and  re¬ 
ceived  little  comfort  in  reflecting 
upon  the  caufe  or  necefTity  of  the 
meafure  ;  while  that  great  number 
who  were  not  yet  in  a  ftate  to  be 
lofers,  but  who  might  be  faid 
to  live  in  a  great  meafure  upon 
the  hope  and  credit  of  future  fa¬ 
vour  and  proviflon,  feeing  now  all 
the  pie  fir g  profpcCts  in  life  which 
they  had  been  ufed  to  flatter  them¬ 
felves  with,  at  once  cut  off,  thought 
themfelves  no  lefs  unfortun  te  than 
the  former  :  they  all  naturally  di¬ 
rected  their  views  to  other  prof- 
peCls  and  to  other  refources  j  and 
thus  the  king  loft  the  attachment 
or  that  brave  and  powerful  order 
of  men,  who  had  hitherto  been 
the  conftant  fupporters  and  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  monarchy. 

Upon  the  fame  principle  of  re¬ 
lieving  the  people,  the  crown  was 
farther  weakened  by  reducing  the 
gens  d’armes,  and  other  corps  of 
houfliold  troops,  who  beftdes  their 
inviolable  attachment  to  the  royal 
perfon  and  family,  had,  by  their 
extraordinary  courage,  and  pecu¬ 
liar  fenfe  of  honour,  powerfully 
contributed  to  raife  the  military 
renown  and  glory  of  France,  tq 
that  high  pitch  at  which  they 


arrived  under  Louis  XIV.  and  his 
fueceftor. 

The  inftitution  of  provincial  af- 
femblies  afforded  a  notable  inftance 
of  the  king’s  wiflies  to  render 
government  as  eafy  as  poflible  to 
the  people,  and  even  to  admit 
them  to  fomething  approaching 
to  a  republican  fhare  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  adminiftration  of  their  af¬ 
fairs.  Thefe  aflemblies  were  to 
be  compofed  of  a  preferibed  num¬ 
ber  of  each  cf  the  three  ti- 
tates,  the  nobles,  clergy  and  com¬ 
mons,  the  members  being  freely 
elected  by  their  refpe&ive  orders  ; 
fo  that  each  affembly  feemed  in 
itfelf  a  circumfcribed  meeting  of 
the  ftates  general  ;  who  were, 
however,  paramount  over  all.  They 
weTe  to  communicate  to  the  crown 
information  and  advice  on  all  mat¬ 
ters  relative  to  the  province,  in¬ 
cluding  the  fentiments  and  parti¬ 
cular  grievances  of  the  people, 
and  had  authority  ftn  many  cafes 
to  redrefs  the  latter  ;  one  of  their 
principal  obje&s  was  to  attend  to 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and 
to  remedy  all  abufes  in  that  de¬ 
partment,  and  though  they  were 
not  endued  with  powers  to  lay 
on  taxes,  they  were  to  point  out 
thofe  that  were  opprtflive  or  vexa¬ 
tious,  and  to  recommend  others 
upon  a  better  principle.  They 
pofleffed  other  powers,  which  we 
have  not  feen  fully  explained  ;  nor 
was  there  time  to  experience  the 
benefits  which  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  provincial  aflemblies 
was  capable  of  producing.  T  his 
meafure,  however,  if  not  allowed 
to  be  a  great  advance  towards  a 
new  conftitutibii,  was,  at  leaft,  a 
wonderful  and  little  expeCted  im¬ 
provement  of  the  old.. 

The 
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The  a (Tembly  of  the  notables, 
whatever  were  its  defedts,  had 
done  great  tilings  towards  meliorat¬ 
ing  the  government,  and  better¬ 
ing  the  condition  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.  In  the  per¬ 
formance  of  thefe  beneficial  adts 
they  were  much  indebted,  not  only 
to  the  prompt  operation  of  the 
court  and  minifters,  but  to  their 
inceftantly  pointing  out  abuEs,  and 
propofing  reforms;  10  that  it  would 
not  be  eafy  to  determine  on  which 
fide  many  of  the  meafures  of  im¬ 
provement  originated.  The  enor¬ 
mities  which  prevailed  in  the  mode 
of  levying  the  taxes,  and  the  bound- 
lefs  peculation  which  attended  the 
collection,  befides  being  ruinous  to 
the  (late,  had,  from  the  days  of 
Sully,  been  a  conftant  fource  of 
the  moft  intolerable  grievance*  and 
oppreffion  to  the  people.  This  lub- 
jedt  the  notables  entered  deeply  into, 
traced  various  evils  to  their  fource, 
and  recommended  judicious  re¬ 
medies,  which  were  immediately 
adopted. 

The  abolition  of  the  corvee,  in 
kind,  which  had  for  ages  been  a ' 
fource  of  conftant  oppreffion  to 
the  country  people,  through  the 
partial  and  unjuftifiable  manner  in 
which  the  compulfion  to  labour 
upon  the  roads  had  been  frequently 
exercifed,  was  an  adl  fcarcely  of 
greater  utility  than  of  mercy  tvith 
refpedt  to  that  moft  ufeful  clafs 
of  mankind.  The  commutation  of 
money  for  perfonal  fervice,  at  the 
option  of  the  farmer,  and  thereby 
freeing  him  from  the  tyranny  of 
petty  officers,  along  with  other 
regulations  which  went  to  guard 
againft  oppreffion  in  any  drape  er 
cafe,  rendered  the  duty  fo  compa¬ 
ratively  light,  that  it  feemed 


fcarcely  to  be  any  longer  confider- 
ed  as  a  burthen. 

Other  regulations,  though  lower 
in  degree,  were  ftill  of  great  pub¬ 
lic  utility.  Of  thefe  was  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  barriers  between  the 
different  provinces,  and' the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  all  internal  taxes,  duti^. 
and  reftridlions  upon  the  tranfit  of 
commodities  from  one  to  another, 
which  had  ever  been  fo  pernicious 
a  check  to  the  internal  commerce 
of  the  country.  The  decree  for 
laving  open  and  free  the  com- 
me  re  of  grain  throughout  the 
kingdom,  may  perhaps  be  confi-  v 
dered  of  ftill  greater  importance. 
Though  we  have  already  mentioned 
the  relief  affordedto  theproteftants, 
yet  a  meafure  which  afforded  fe~ 
curity  and  happinefs  to  io  conli- 
derable  a  portion  of  the  people, 
fliould  not  be  overlooked  in  this 
enumeration  of  public  benefits. 

To  thofe  benefits  adtually  con¬ 
ferred,  may  be  fairly  and  without 
violence  added,  that  greateft  of 
all  which  was  yet  only  in  .contemp¬ 
lation,  it  being  at  the  prefent  im- 
poffible  to  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion.  This  was  no  left  than  the 
total  abolition  of  the  gabellts 
throughout  the  kingdom,  which 
had  ever  been  the  opprobrium  of 
the  French  government,  and  the 
moft  odious  and  intolerable  of  ail 
fchemes  of  taxation  to  the  people. 
This  fublime  idea,  as  it  was  de- 
fervedly  termed  in  the  aftembly, 
was  communicated  to  the  notables 
on  the  day  of  their  riling,  by 
Monfieur,  the  king’s  brother,  who 
declared,  that  it  was  his  majefty’s 
fir  ft  wiili  and  moft  earneft  inten¬ 
tion,  and  that  he  iliould  ever  confi- 
der  the  moment  of  its  accorri- 
plifhmeilt  as  the  happieft  of  his 
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life.  This  declaration  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  the  extraordinary 
adulation  which  marked  the  fpeeches 
of  that  day,  when  the  mayor,  or 
chief  magiftrate  of  Paris,  feeking 
not  to  be  outdone  in  that  figure 
of  fpeech  called  the  hyperbole, 
made  ufe  of  the  following  ex- 
prefiions : — “  That  Louis  XVI. 
“  would  have  been  the  exemplar 
“  and  model  upon  which  Henry 
“  the  Great  would  have  formed 
“  himfelf,  if  the  partial  deftiny  of 
“  the  prefent  generation  of  French- 
“  men  had  not  referved  him  to 

“  complete  their  happinefs.” - —It 

was  at  no  very  diftant  period  that 
the  king  was  to  be  taught  ex¬ 
perimentally  the  true  value  of 
adulation  and  compliments. 

It  may,  however,  with  truth  and 
juflice  be  affirmed,  that  few  long 
reigns  in  any  country,  even  among 
thoie  considered  as  the  belt  and 
moft  glorious,  have  through  their 
whole  courfe  been  adorned  with 
fo  many  patriotic  and  beneficent 
a£ts,  as  had  within  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time  been  communicated  to  the 
public  in  the  prefent.  And  it  is 
evident,  that  if  Louis  XVI.  had 
lived  at  any  other  period  fince 
the  foundation  of  the  French  mo¬ 
narchy,  his  name  would  have  been 
ndw  idolized,  and  that  he  would 
have  been  univerfally  confidered  as 
the  father  of  his  people.  So  much 
may  a  man’s  fortune  and  fame 
depend  upon  the  period  as  well 
as  the  country  in  which  he  is 
born. 

To  render  the  great  improve¬ 
ments  which,  in  conformity  with 
the  advice  of  the  notables,  ,  had 
been  made  in  the  management  and 
collection  of  the  public  revenue 
thoroughly  effective,  a  new,  efficient. 
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and  refponfible  council  of  finance, 
compofed  of  feveral  of  the  great 
officers  of  ftate,  was  inftituted,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  riling  of  that 
body;  a  meafure  which  they  had 
indeed  recommended,  but  was  not 
at  the  time  abfolutely  agreed  to„ 
This  council  was  bound  to  publifh 
annually  a  clear  flatement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  the 
preceding  year,  fo  that  the  balance, 
which  had  long  been,  and  for  the 
prefent  muft  be  the  deficiency  of 
the  former,  might  be  feen  at  k 
fingle  view,  and  all  the  particular's 
on  both  fides  of  the  account  were 
open  to  public  infpeCtion  and  exa¬ 
mination.  No  meafure  could  have 
afforded  greater  fatisfaCtion,  or  have 
been  mote  generally  popular,  than 
the  inftitution  of  this  council,  if 
time  had  been  afforded  for  its  effect 
to  operate.  For  the  whole  bufinefs 
of  finance  being  before  lodged  (with 
fcarcely  any  check  upon  him)  in 
the  hands  of  a  comptroller  gene¬ 
ral,  thefe  minifters  were  univerfally 
fufpeCted  and  charged  with  the 
moft  unbounded  and  profligate  wafte 
of  the  public  treafure  :  and  thefe 
accufations  having  been  in  many 
inftances  ftrongly  fupported  by 
concurrent  circuinflances,  much  of 
the  public  diftrefs  had,  at  various 
times,  and  probably  with  too  much 
reafon,  been  attributed  to  this 
caufe. 

But  thefe  reforms  and  improve* 
ments,  however  excellent  in  their 
defign,  and  however  beneficial  they 
might  hereafter  prove  in  their  ef¬ 
fect,  could  afford  no  prefent  relief 
to  government.  The  notables,  there¬ 
fore,  recommended  to  the  king, 
lifter  all  the  retrenchments  which 
he  had  already  made,  a  ftill  far¬ 
ther  reduction  in  the  royal  and 
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public  expences,  to  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  amount  of  40  millions  of 
livres  annually.  Though  this  pro- 
poial  was  complied  with,  that 
aiTembly  were  ftill  fenlible,  that 
this  faving,  great  as  it  was,  could 
in  r.o  degree  fupply  the  immediate 
exigencies  of  the  itate,  by  enabling 
government  to  fulfil  the  public  en¬ 
gagements  to  its  creditors,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo  provide  for  the 
unavoidable  civil  and  military 
eft.T  iiliments.  For  thefc  purpofes, 
a  tax  or  taxes  were  indilpenfably 
neccffary,  upon  the  iecurity  of 
which  fuch  a  loan  could  be  raued, 
as  would  be  fitfficient  tc  extricate 
the  itate  from  its  prefent  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  thereby  afford  time  for 
the  fyftem  of  reform  and  etc  on  0  my 
now  adopted,  as  well  as  the  un¬ 
exampled  prefents  made  by  the 
fovereign  to  the  public,  to  operate 
in  producing  their  proper  effects. 

Though  the  notables  had  dis¬ 
claimed  all  authority  in  themfelves 
to  grant  fupplies,  and  only  affumed 
to  advife  or  recommend,  yet  their 
fanftion,  firft  in  fliewing  the  abfo- 
lute  neceffity  of  laying  on  new 
taxes  to  carry  on  the  public  bufi- 
nefs,  and  then  in  recommending  or 
approving  tbofe  which  were  intend¬ 
ed,  was  reafonably  deemed  by  go¬ 
vernment  a  matter  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  confidering  the  difficul¬ 
ties  which  the  parliament  threw  in 
the  wav  of  all  its  operations.  The 
firft  was  completely  afforded  by 
that  affeinbly,  who  examining  care¬ 
fully  the  whole  fyftem  of  finance, 
iliewed  the  exaft  amount  of  the 
revenue,  and  excefs  of  tile  ex- 
penditure,  rendering  it  fo  clear  as 
not  to  admit  of  a  queftion,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  conduft  govern¬ 
ment  without  additional  fupplies. 

They  in  general  approved,  though 
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with  feme  difference  of  degree  in 
refpedt  to  its  parts,  of  that  fcheme 
of  taxation  propofed  by  the  minif- 
ters  for  fupplying  the  prefent  emer¬ 
gencies,  by  which  the  burden  was 
to  be  laid  upon  thofc  parts  of  the 
nation,  which  were  the  beft  able  to 
fupport  its  weight  upon  the  great 
commercial  and  landed  intcrefts. 
The  intended  tax  upon  damps, 
which  was  afterwards  deferibed 
in  fuch  odious  colours,  not  only 
received  the  moft  unqualified  ap¬ 
probation  from  the  notables  but 
they  feemed  to  ftep  beyond  the 
lines  which  they  had  preferibed 
to  themfelves,  by  recommending 
its  extenfion  with  refpeft  both  to 
objects  and  duty,  farther  than  either 
the  criminal  defign  or  the  adopted 
fcheme  reached  declaring  that  it 
would  be  little  burdenfome  to 
the  people,  and  particularly  fo  to 
the  laborious  countryman,  towhofe 
condition  they,  upon  every  occafion, 
paid  the  greateft  attention. 

But  with  refped  to  the  aft  for 
the  territorial  revenue,  or  land- 
tax,  which  would  have  fallen  upon 
the  nobility  and  clergy,  and  thereby 
removed,  fo  far  as  it  went,  thole 
exemptions  which  had  been  fo 
long  confidered  as  an  intolerable 
grievance,  here  it  would  feem  that 
the  patriotifm  of  the  alfembly  be¬ 
gan  to  fail,  or  that  they  wore  awed 
by  the  potent  bodies  whofe  ihterefts 
were  concerned.  Upon  this  fubjeft, 
the  notables  were  guarded,  cautious, 
and  indecifive  ;  and  though  they 
could  not  confidently  with  their 
own  avowed  fentinient  but  approve 
the  principle  of  the  tax,  they  did 
it  hefitatingly,  and  to  get  entirely 
quit  of  the  quelfion,  flew  off  fudden- 
]y  to  the  old  plea  of  total  incompe¬ 
tency  with  refpeft  to  taxation,  a 
bufmefs,  they  faid,  whioh  reflect 
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iolely  with  the  fovereign,  and  to 
whofe  prudence  and  difcretion  it 
mult  be  entirely  referred.  It  was 
rather  a  curious  circumftance  of 
obfervation,  that  a  little  before  this 
difplay  of  extreme  dejicacy,  they 
had  fbrongly  recommended  a  tax 
upon  the  ctiy  of  Paris,  whofe  vaft 
increafe  of  population,  they  repre- 
fented  as  extremely  injurious  to 
the  kingdom  at  large,  and  whofe 
inhabitants  fhould  therefore  be 
more  heavily  taxed  than  the  labo¬ 
rious  countrymen. 

The  territorial  revenue  aCt,  upon 
the  whole,  received  their  tacit  ap¬ 
probation  ;  they  owned  the  juftnefs 
of  the  principle,  made  no  objection 
to  any  of  the  parts,  and  only  re¬ 
commended,  or  hinted  at,  feme 
doubtful  improvement  in  the  mode 
of  regulation. 

Thefe  two  taxes  would  have  been 
fufficientto  remove  all  the  difcreffes, 
and  to  afford  energy  and  eafe  to 
all  the  operations  of  government. 
The  king  had  folemn]y  engaged, 
that  if  their  produce  exceeded  the 
neceffary  public  demands,  or  with¬ 
out  that,  as  the  neceffities  of  the 
ftate  were  diminiilied  by  favings 
and  the  dife barge,  of  debts,  he 
would,  in  either  cafe,  remit  the 
overplus,  and  continually  leffen  as 
much  as  p’oflrble  the  burden  to  the 
people.  Nor  could  he  recede  from 
this  engagement,  if  he  was  even  fo 
inclined,  (which  was,  however, 
little  to  be  fuppofed)  as  the  irate 
of  the  public  accounts,  which  was 
to  be  publifhed  every  year  by  the 
new  council  of  finance,  mult  have 
effeflu  illy  bound  him  to  the  per¬ 
formance.  ,  v 

The  people  being  now  relieved 
from  a  number  of  their  mo  ft  cry¬ 
ing  grievances,  and  having  full 
room  to  hope,  and  rational  grounds 


for  expectation,  that  what  was  al¬ 
ready  done  was  only  introductory 
to  a  progreflive  courfe  of  meafures 
for  the  melioration  of  the  conftitn- 
tion,  and  the  improvement  of  all 
the  departments  of  government, 
it  might  feem  that  little  more  was 
wanting  than  an  accommodating 
and  conciliatory  difpolition  in  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  by  filling  up  the 
line  already  traced  by  the  notables, 
to  have  efiablifhed  the  proiperity 
of  the  prefent  reign  upon  the  firmeft 
bafis,  that  of  the  happinefs  and  con- 
fequent  affe&ion  of  the  people. 

But  the  public  diforders  v/ere  too 
deep  and  too  firmly  fixed  to  be 
eradicated,  and  too  vigorous  and 
rapid  in  their  growth  to  be  checked 
by  any  common  reftraints  or  im¬ 
pediments.  The  nation  was  fplit 
into  violent  factions  ;  and  thefe, 
however  various  and  diftinCt  their 
views  might  be  in  other  things, 
were  all  agreed  in  one  point, 
which  was,  to  reduce  the  king  to 
fuch  a  ftate  of  weaknefs  and  dif- 
trefs  for  want  of  money,  that  find¬ 
ing  it  impolTible  to  conduCt  the  bu- 
flnefs  of  government  otherwife,  he 
fhould  be  compelled  by  neceflity 
to  adopt  their  favourite  meafure  of 
convoking  the  ftates  general.  None 
of  the  parliaments,  any  more  than 
that  of  Paris,  could  efcape  being 
influenced  by  thefe  powerful  parties, 
and  of  courfe  adopted  their  politi¬ 
cal  opinions  and  principles. 

In  the  mean  time  the  cabals  of 
the  innovators  began  about  this 
time,  to  be  regularly  formed  and 
embodied,  and  to  fpreacl  through 
every  part  of  France,  who,  inftead 
of  looking  with  other  parties  to 
changes  of  men,  or  to  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  meafures  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  public  affairs,  directed  their 
views  to  the  utter  fubvetfion  of 

government. 
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government.  If  the  parliament 
was  not  immediately  under  the 
influence  of  theD  cabals,  they  at 
lea  ft  prepared  the  way  for  the 
confufion  that  followed,  by  their 
conduct  and  proceedings  in  the 
violent  contefts  with  the  king,  fince 
the  rejection  of  the  two  money  bi^ls. 
For  the  paper  war,  as  it  may  juftiy 
be  termed,  which  they  inceflantly 
carried  on,  and  took  fo  much  care 
to  publifli,  and  which  was  in  a 
great  meafure  dirtdlly  and  perfon- 
ally  pointed  againft'the  king,  could 
not  but  tend  in  a  great  degree  to 
render  the  fovereign  odious,  as 
well  as  contemptible.  Indeed,  many 
of  their  published  documents,  ex- 
cluftve  of  the  reproach  and  in¬ 
ventive,  bore  rather  the  character 
of  manifeftos,  than  of  refolutiqns 
and  remonftrances,  as  they  were 
called. 

Their  effect  went  far  beyond  the 
original  defign.  For,  while  they 
were  intended  only  to  render  cer¬ 
tain  modes  or  forms  of  authority 
odious  or  ridiculous,  they  equally 
affected  all ;  and  loofening  all  thole 
bonds  of  opinion,  which  are  the 
great  cement  of  mankind,  made 
way  for  that  general  contempt  of 
all  orders,  eftablifhments,  and  au¬ 
thorities,  which  the  parliaments 
themfelves  have  fince  fo  bitterly 
experienced.  Diforder,  confufion, 
and  anarchy  fpread  through  the 
kingdom  ;  and  they  found  too  late, 
that  they  had  raifed  a  fpirit  which 
they  could  never  be  able  to  lay. 

On  Sunday  the  13th  of  July, 
1788,  about  nine  in  the  morning, 
without  any  eclipfe,  a  dreadful  and 
almoft  total  darknefs  fuddenly  over- 
lpread  the  face  of  the  earth,  in 
feveral  parts  of  France,  and  this 
awful  gloom  was  the  prelude  to 
a  tempeft  or  hurricane,  fuppofed 
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to  be  without  example  In  the  tem¬ 
perate  climates  of  Europe.  During 
this  violent  coneuftion  of  the  ele¬ 
ments,  wind,  rain,  hail,  thunder, 
and  lightening  feemed  to  contend 
in  impetuofity  ;  but  the  hail  was 
the  great  inftrument  of  ruin  and 
deftrufition.  The  whole  face  of 
nature  was  fo  totally  changed  in 
about  an  hour,  that  no  perfon  who 
had  fiept  during  the  tempeft  could 
have  believed  himfelf  in  the  fame 
part  of  the  world  when  he  awoke. 
Inftead  of  the  fmiling  bloom  of 
fummer,  and  the  rich  profpedts  of 
forward  autumn,  which  were  juft 
before  fpread  over  the  face  of  that 
fertile  and  beautiful  country,  it 
now  prefented  the  dreary  afpedl  of 
uniyerfal  winter,  in  the  moft  fterile 
and  gloomy  of  the  arctic  regions. 
The  foil  was  changed  into  a  morafs: 
the  Handing  corn  beaten  into  the 
quagmire,  the  vines  broken  to 
pieces,  and  their  branches  buried  in 
the  fame  manner,  the  fruit-trees  of 
every  kind  demoliilied,  andthehaii 
lying  unmelted  in  heaps,  like  rocks 
of  folid  ice. 

The  country  people,  on  their 
way  to  church,  beaten  down  in 
the  fields  by  the  fury  of  the  tem¬ 
peft,  and  nearly  fuffocated  as  they 
lay  by  the  water  and  mud,  con¬ 
cluding  it  to  be  the  laft  day,  and 
expecting  the  immediate  diftblution 
of  all  things,  fcarcely  attempted 
to  extricate  themfelves.  The  hail 
was  faid  to  be  compoftd  of  enor¬ 
mous  folid  and  angular  pieces  of 
ice,  fome  of  them  weighing  from 
eight  to  ten  ounces,  and  were  re^- 
ported  to  be  as  hard  as  diamonds. 
Even  the  robuft  foreft  trees  were 
incapable  of  withftanding  the  fury 
of  the  tempeft  ;  and  a  large  wood 
of  chefnut-trees,  in  particular,  was 
fo  dilapidated,  that  it  prefented 

little 
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little  more  after  than  the  bare  was  confined  to  the  Ioffes  luftained 
and  naked  trunks,  the  boughs  being  by  the  farmers,  or  more  generally 
either  entirely  broken  oft,  or  hack-  the  damage  done  to  the  growths 
ed  and  mangled  in  a  manner  that  of  the  earth  :  the  devaftation  of 

O  ,  . 

heightened  the  deplorable  effect  of  churches,  fteeples,  and  houfes,  not 
the  appearance.  being  included  in  the  calculation. 

The  difordered  date  off  public  T  he  king,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
affairs  prevented  both  the  ccurfe  grafted  an  immediate  benevolence 
and  extent  of  this  hurricane  from  of  i, 200,000  livres  to  the  fufferers, 
being  defined  as  it  would  in  a  and,  as  a  farther  relief,  eftablifhed 
happier  feafon.  The  thoughts  of  a  lottery  of  40,000  tickets  in  their 
thofe  who  were  qualified  to  obferve  favour;  he  likewife  remitted  all 
and  record  lb  extraordinary  a  pfee-  taxes  to  them  for  a  year  to  come, 
uomenon,  wgre  otherwife  occupied;  All  poffible  meafures  were  imme- 
and  the  fufferers  could  only  delcii  be  diately  purfued  for  procuring  fuch 
what  they  immediately  felt,  with  an  importation  of  corn,  from  thofe 


little  curiofity  as  to  the  fate  of 
others.  The  temped;  feems  to  have 
been  very  irregular  in  its  opera¬ 
tion,  and  while  feveral  large  dif- 
tri$s  were  entirely  def  elated,  other 
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countries  that  could  at  all  fpare 
any,  as  might  fupply  the  doratftic 
lofs ;  but  unfortunately,  the  harvefts 
in  mod  parts  of  Europe  had  of 
late  been  fo  indifferent,  and  the 


intermediate  portions  of  country  devouring  war  in  the  north  occa- 


received  much  lefs,  or  compara¬ 
tively  little  damage.  Or  of  fixty 
fquare  leagues,  was  fo  tot  lly  ruined, 
as  not  to  have  a  fingle  ear  of  corn, 
nor  a  fruit  of  any  kind  left  ;  and 
the  trees  and  vines  were  io  mi  dra¬ 
bly  hacked  and  battered,  that  four 


fioned  d.  inceffant  a  demand  for 
all  kinds  of  provifion,  that  the 
wffhed-for  fupply  to  be  obtained  by 
thed  means  fell  tar  fhort  of  ex¬ 
pedition  :  even  England  could  not 
afford  any  aid  in  the  prefent  exi¬ 
gence,  and  America  was  too  diftant 


years  was  the  fborteft  period  efti-  for  prefent  or  near  relief.  The 


mated  for  their  being  again  in  any 
degree  productive.  Of  the  66  pa- 
1  lilies  included  in  the  diftrict  of 
Pontoife,  43  were  entirely  deiolat¬ 
ed,  while  of  the  remaining  23  Come 
loft  two  thirds,  and  others  not 
above  half  their  harveft. 

The  ifle  of  France,  and  the  Gr- 
leanois,  dem  to  have  been  the 


duke  of  Orleans  was  eminently 
diftinguifihed  by  the  extent  of  his 
benevolences  upon  this  occafion, 
which  his  immenfe  fortune,  as  the 
richeft  fubject  in  Europe,  rendered 
a  matter  of  no  difficulty.  Several 
of  the  nobility  and  dignified  clergy 
merited  great  praife  upon  the  fame 
account.  In  general,  the  great 


curing 


principal  denes  of  devaftation  ;  and  land-holders,  and  owners  of  eftates 
the  magnitude  of  the  damage  in  the  ruined  countries,  befidcs  the 
may  perhaps  afford  fome  clue  to  remiffion  of  a  year’s  rent,  and  pro-t 
calculators,  whereby  to  efti  mate 
the  extent  of  the  calamity.  The 
lofs  or  damage  was  faid  to  be  mo¬ 
derately  eftimated  at  fourfeore 
millions  of  livres,  or  between  three 

i  xua 


and  four  millions  fter-ling. 


feed  corn  from  diftant 
parts  for  their  tenants,  do  not  dem 
to  have  fpared  any  pains  in  their 
endeavours  to  preferve  the  multi¬ 
tude  from  periling  in  the  interim, 
by  procuring  them  fuch  fuftcnance. 
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as  came  within  their  reach  and 
ability.  But  notwithstanding  every 
thing  that  was  and  perhaps  could 
be  done,  the  diftrelTes  of  the  people 
throughout  France  were  great,  fe- 
vere,  and  1  ailing. 

This  unforefeen  and  irrefiftible 
ftroke  of  calamity,  coming  on  at  a 
teafon,  already  fo  ffrongly  and 
unhappily  marked,  by  the  violence 
of  fafiion,  by  public  diicontent,  and 
by  political  dilTention,  when  all  men 
were  looking  to,  or  apprehending 
fome'  sreat  convulfion  in  the  flate, 
produced  iuch  an  cttedt  upon  the 
people  in  general,  that  the  nation 
feemed  to  have  changed  its  charac¬ 
ter,  and  inftead  of  that  levity  and 
gaiety  by  which  it  had  ever  been 
difVmguiibcd,  and  which  was  ill 
concealed  even  in  the  moll  ftrious 
affairs,  a  fettled  and  melancholy 
gloom  now  feemed  fixed  in  every 
countenance. 

An  arret,  which  had  been  iffued 
by  the  council  of  flate,  a  few  days 
previous  to  this  misfortune,  al¬ 
though  only  remotely  preparatory 
to  the  future  affembling  of  the 
dates  general,  yet  as  it  fhewed 
that  the  court  had  not  abandoned 
the  defign,  and  that  meafures  were 
in  train  for  the  execution  of  that 
purpofe,  was  fo  exceedingly  popu¬ 
lar,  that  the  funds  role  three  per 
cent,  upon  it,  and  a  gleam  of  hope, 
futi\fa£lion,  and  good  humour,  was 
fpread  through  the  country  for  the 
fhort  intervening  tjme. 

The  king  found  himfelf  at  length 
under  anecefTity  of  abandoning  the 
new  conflitution,  which  he  held  fo 
much  at  heart,  and  from  which  he 
had  formed  the  moft  languine 
hopes.  The  oppofition  to  it  was 
fo  great,  fo  general,  and  fo  deter¬ 
mined,  that  it  was  lrnpofilble  to  be 
furmountecl.  The  dukes  de  Ro  he- 


foucault,  De  Noailles,  Luxemburgh, 
and  feveral  others,  who  flood  among 
the  highefl  of  the  kingdom  in  point 
of  rank,  weight,  and  public  opinion, 
rejected  the  king’s  nomination,  and 
abolutely  refufed  to  fit  in  the  cour 
pleriere.  There  was  no  alternative. 
The  king  was  condemned  to  fub- 
mit  to  this  public  infult,  and  to  re  ¬ 
tract  all  he  had  done.  ri  hus  was 
the  court  funk  to  the  loweft  ebb  of 
degradation,  while  the  parliaments 
were  exalted  to  the  pinnacle  of  tri¬ 
umph  and  power. 

In  the  mean  time  the  poverty  of 
government  was  now  lo  extreme, 
tii at  it  became  incapable  of  dil- 
chargingits  functions,  or  anfwering 
the  public  demands,  through  the 
mere  want  of  money,  or  of  credit 
to  raife  it,  fo  that  a  public  bank¬ 
ruptcy  feemed  fail  approaching. — 
In  this  flate,  the  king  ilfued  an 
arret,  in  which,  after  declaring  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  the  finances, 
his  own  inability  tel  raife  taxes, 
and  the  total  want  of  confidence 
in  the  public,  with  refpc£t  to  loans, 
he  gives  notice  that  in  thefe  cir- 
cumflances,  only  a  certain  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  demands  on  the  trea- 
fury  could  be  paid  in  calh,  and 
the  remainder  to  be  taken  in  bills' 
payable  in  a  year,  and  bearing  five 
per  cent,  intereil,  the  bills  likewife 
to  be  received  as  money  in  the  fubi 
feription  to  the  firfl  loan  that  was 
raifed. 

Though  publicity  was  the  firfl 
objt <St  of  fuch  a  notice,  and  could 
alone  give  it  any  effect,  yet  fuch 
was  the  corTcioufnefs  of  fliame  or 
apprehenfion  ~  that  operated  on  the 
court,  that  the  copies  of  the  arret 
feemed  to  be  diflributed  by  flealth 
on  Monday  evening,  the  1 8th  of 
Augutl.  But  neither  this  precaution, 
the  fairnefs  of  the  propofals,  nor  the 

goodnefs 
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goodnefs  of  the  fecurity,  which,  (if 
government  was  capable  at  all  of 
fubfifling  in  any  form)  mull  have 
been  confidered  as  undeniable, 
could  prevent  fu:h  a  general  alarm, 
as  was  nearly  without  example, 
from  being  fpread  through  the 
city  of  Paris  on  the  following 
morning.  The  immediate  confe- 
quences  were  a  great  fall  of  the 
flocks,  and  a  violent  run  upon  the 
cable  d’eicomptes  or,  as  it  was 
confidered,  the  national  bank.  For 
two  days,  the  crowd  who  came  to 
change  their  notes,  were  fo  great 
and  preffmg,  that  the  guards  were 
obliged  to  marfhal  and  keep  them 
in  order,  to  prevent  confufion, 
and  that  each  might  be  brought 
forward  in  turn  to  the  bank.-— 
By  procuring  all  the  cafh  that  was 
poffible,  and  ufing  much  addrefs 
to  make  each  payment  take  up  as 
much  time  as  it  was  capable  of  ad¬ 
mitting  with  decency,  the  bank  was 
enabled  to  weather  the  temped, 
until  an  edidt  from  the  king  re¬ 
lieved  them  on  the  third  day, 
commanding  all  bankers  and  others 
to  receive  their  bills  in  payment 
as  cafh  ;  a  meafure  which  afforded 
little  fatisfaclion  to  the  public, 
although  it  faved  the  caiffe  d’ef- 
comptes, 

In  the  mean  time,  public  dil- 
contents  were  heightened  by  pri¬ 
vate  diflrefs.  Want  and  mifery 
began  to  be  felt  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  capital 
itfelf  to  grow  apprehenfive  of  a 
famine.  Bread,  which  is  more 
properly  the  ftaff  of  life  in  that 
country  than  any  other,  and  where 
the  ccnfumption  of  it  is  fo.  prodi¬ 
gious  as  to  appear  incredible  to 
Grangers,  had  already  rifen  in  Paris 
from  two  and  a  half  to  four  fous  per 
pound  :  and  worfe  being  fiill  ex¬ 


pected,  prudent  families  began  to 
difcharge  their  fervants,  and  con¬ 
tract  their  mode  of  living,  which 
neceffarily  increafed  the  number  of 
idlers,  who  through  the  general 
ftagnation  of  bufinefs  being  unable 
to  procure  any  kind  of  employ¬ 
ment,  already  crowded  the  llreets 
and  open  parts  of  the  metropolis, 
and  were  in  a  ftate  of  the  moil  de¬ 
plorable  diflrefs.  , 

Under  this  alarming  afpebt  of 
affairs,  the  prime  minifler,  the 
archbifliop  of  Sens,  looking  more 
to  his  own  fafety  than  to  the 
duty  or  gratitude  which  he  owed 
to  his  royal  mailer,  A  ^  . 
made  no  fcruple  of*  * 

leaving  him  alone  to  ' 
weather  the  approaching  tempeft 
as  he  could  ;  and  as  his  predecef- 
for  had  found  it  neceffary  to  feek 
an  afylum  in  England  upon  his 
own  coming  into  power,  fo  he 
now,  taking  a  contrary  direblion 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  departed 
with  the  utmofl  expedition  for 
Italy.  We  have  heretofore  fhewn 
that  this  prelate,  then  archbifliop 
of  Tholoufe,  fucceeded  M.  de  Ga¬ 
lon  ne  in  the  adminiilration  of  the 
finances.  His  rife  from  thence  to 
the  fummit  of  power  and  greatnefs, 
was  rapid.  Fie  was  appointed 
prime  minifler,  an  office  which 
conveys  fo  much  authority  in 
France  as  not  be  frequently  Filed. 
Fie  was  promoted  to  the  arch- 
bifhopric  of  Sens,  which  conveys 
along  with  it  the  primacy  of  the 
Gauls,  the  great^fl  and  mofl  ho¬ 
nourable  ecclefiaflical  dignity  in  the 
kingdom,  and  which  befkles  le- 
cures  the  reverhon  of  a  cardinal’s 
hat. 

The  archbifliop  came  into  go¬ 
vernment  under  very  favourable 
aufpices.  He  pcffeffed  a  very  con- 

fid  erable 
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fiderable  fhare  of  popularity  ;  and 
the  nation  was  generally  difpofed  to 
hold  a  favourable  opinion  both  of 
his  ability  and  di'pofition.  To 
this  may  de  added,  that  the  odium 
anti  avernon  which  purfued  his 
bredeceilor,  was  convertible  to  a 
fund  of  public  credit  and  fupport 
in  favour  of  an  immediate  fucceffor. 

Thus  far  things  ftood  Well  on 
the  fide  of  the  miniiter.  But, 
having  nfed  indirect  methods  to 
facilitate  his  affent  to  power,  thefe 
in  their  effect  proved  his  ruin. 
For  having  affumed  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  patriotism,  he  liad  long 
embarked  deeply  with  the  popu¬ 
lar  party  in  their  oppofttion  to  the 
crown,  and  was  initiated  in  all 
their  ferrets  and  cabals.  When 
this  mp{k  was  of  necefiity  laid  by, 
he  was  co.nfidered  and  treated  as  a 
renegado,  devoid  of  all  honour  and 
principle,  and  oppofed  and  pur¬ 
fued  with  all  the  ufual  virulence 
and  inveteracy  of  party  ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  his  new  friends 
were,  from  the  lame  caufe,  at  all 
times  doubtful  of  his  fincerity  and 
honefty.  From  hence  his  difigns 
were  continually  defeated  in  the 
execution,  his  fchemes,  without 
any  regard  to  their  utility,  over¬ 
thrown,  and  he  foon  became  the 
moft  unpopular  man  in  France. 

Moderate  men,  who  did  not 
look  through  the  medium  of  party, 
coniidered  a  total  want  of  fyftem, 
as  the  great  defedt  of  his  aami- 
ii  iff  rati  on  •  they  likewife  charged 
him  with  a  liafcy  adoption  of  raili 
aid  violent  meaftires,  with  a  fitd- 
den  and  weak  dereliction  of  them, 
and  with  a  total  went  of.tlmt  firrn- 
nelsand  fortitude  which  cpuld  enable 
him  to  fupport  any  meafurc  or  any 
line  of  condudt,  in  the  face  of  oppo- 
ii cion,  or  under  the  remoteft  appear- 
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ance  of  danger.  To  this  defect  they 
aferibe  the  circumftahcc,  of  his  ad- 
miniftration’s  becoming  contempti¬ 
ble  as  well  as  odious. 

'flie  king’s  fit  nation  was  fuffici- 
ently  difficult  and  embarraffing  j 
compelled  lately  to  diimifs  a  favo¬ 
rite  minifter,  forfaken  now  by  his 
fucceffor,  who  left  him  involved  in 
all  the  troubles  which  the  rafhnefs 
or  failure  of  his  meafures  had  occa- 
fioned,  and  deftitute  in  himfelf  of 
thofe  great  and  commanding  per- 
fonal  qualities,  which  have  often 
wrought  fuch  wonders  in  critical  af¬ 
fairs,  and  which  were  never  more 
nectffary  than  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,vto  enable  him  to  ftem  that 
torrent  of  difeontent  and  diforder, 
which  was  fpreading  with  fitch  vio¬ 
lence  through  his  dominions. 

T  hus  cireumftanced,  he  perceived 
no  other  reiource,  than  that  of 
throwing  himfelf  into  the  arms  of 
the  popular  party,  and  by  coincid¬ 
ing  with  their  propofals,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  reftore  concord  and 
harmony  in  the  kingdom,  and  to 
obtain  that  perfonal  quiet  which  he 
fought  beyond  all  things.  Little 
difpofed  himfelf  to  any  exertions  of 
aibitrary  power,  and  as  little  calcu¬ 
lated  bv  nature  for  their  fupport, 
conceffions  offered  no  great  viole-nce 

O 

to  his  feelings.  He  faw  that  the  fpirit 
which  had  been  ftiewn  upon  dif¬ 
ferent  occafiors,  by  perfons  the  moft 
nearly  related  to  him,  in  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  fupport  the  prerogative, 
or  to  infpire  vigour  into  the  general 
meafures  of  admimftmion,  had  ren¬ 
dered  them  univerl’ally  odious,  and 
that  their  party  was  become  too 
weak  to  ajdmjt  any  further  attempts 
with  a  probability  of  fuccefs. 

The  firft  ftep  to  be  taken,  upon 
this  change  of  fyficem,  was  irt  a  great 
meafure  declaratory  and  decifive 
jj  C  ]  with 
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with  refpedt  to  thofe  that  were  to 
follow.  This  was  the  recal  of  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Neckar,  and  the 
placing  him  again  at  the  head  of  the 
finances.  This  gentleman  was  be¬ 
come  the  idol  of  the  people,  in  a  de¬ 
gree,  perhaps  without  example, 
with  refpett  to  any  man,  in  any 
country,  under  fimilar  circum  dances. 
Several  caufes  concurred  in  procur¬ 
ing  him  this  extiaordinary  popu¬ 
larity.  His  famous  H  Compte  rendu  au 
Roi  ,”  in  which  he  laid  open  to  all 
the  world  the  expenditure,  revenue, 
and  refources  of  France,  and  difclo- 
fed  all  thofe  arcana  of  the  date  and 
monarchy  which  had  hitherto  been 
deemed  mod  facred  and  unreveala- 
d>k,  altho’  a  meafure,  perhaps,  not 
very  juftifiable,  and  certainly  without 
precedent  in  that  country,  was,  how¬ 
ever,  highly  captivating  to  the  peo¬ 
ple.  His  fubfequent  conteds  with, 
and  frequent  publications  againd,  M. 
deCalonne,  confidering  the  popular 
hatred  under  which  that  minider  la¬ 
boured,  could  not  but  greatly  in- 
creafe  thefe  effects  ;  nor  could  the 
very  able  defences  of  his  antagonid 
be  of  any  avail,  with  judges  whofe 
opinions  were  predetermined.  The 
circumdance  of  his  being,  by  birth 
at  lead,  a  republican,  was  fo  fortu¬ 
nately  adapted  to  the  fpirit  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  times,  that  it  was  not 
only  fufhcient  to  remove  all  preju¬ 
dices  with  refpedt  to  his  being  a  fo¬ 
reigner  and  a  protedant,  but  would 
have  rendered  him  popular  if  he  had 
not  been  fo  otherwife. 

Such  was  the  date  of  things  when 
Mr.  Neckar  was  again  placed  at  the 
head  of  public  affairs.  The  joy  of 
the  people  was  undelcribable,  and 
their  expectations  and  hopes  paffed 
all  bounds  of  reafon  and  poffibility. 
It  feemed  as  if  they  conceived  that 
he  pofleffed  a  magical  wand  j  that 


by  waving  it  he  could  pay  off  an 
immenfe  public  debt  without  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  that  by  another  move¬ 
ment  he  eould,  with  the  fame  eafe, 
fupply  25  millions  of  people_with 
corn  and  bread.  Circumftances' 
feemed  for  a  moment  to  give  a 
fanCtion  to  the  deludon  j  the  funds 
fuddenly  rofe,  and  the  general  good- 
humour  feemed  fo  difpel  all  thofe 
black  clouds,  which  hurtgfo  heavily 
over  the  political  horilon. 

The  new  minider  negleCted  no¬ 
thing  which  could  tend  to  the  fupport 
of  that  public  opinion  fo  dfential  to 
his  fame  and  greatnefs.  P'ortune 
favoured  him  with  an  opportunity 
of  fignalizing  his  entrance  into  of¬ 
fice  by  a  grand  ftroke,  excellently 
calculated  to  judify  the  mod  fanguine 
hopes  that  had  been  formed  of  his 
adminidration.  This  was  no  lefs 
than  the  redoration  of  public  cre¬ 
dit,  which  had  been  deeply  af- 
feCted  by  the  late  arret  relative  to 
payments  at  the  treafury.  Mr. 
Neckar  foondifeovered,  and  perhaps 
previoufly  knew,  that  there  were 
large  fums  of  money  lying  in  feveral 
of  the  public  departments,  dedined 
to  adigned  purpofes  which  were  not 
yet  in  being.  Secure  of  this  iup- 
port,  he  immediately  iffued  public 
notice,  that  all  demands  on  the 
treafury  fihouid  in  future  be  im¬ 
mediately  paid  in  ready  money, 
Nothingcould  ever  produce  greater 
eclat.  He  was  called  the  Saviour 
of  the  country  ;  the  prefervation  of 
France  from  the  ruin  and  difgrace 
of  public  bankruptcy  univerfally  af- 
cribed  to  him  ;  and  all  the  evils  in 
which  the  country  was  plunged, 
were  looked  upon  as  already  cured. 
Hejikewife  ufed  all  pofiible  means 
to  draw  corn  from  different  parts  to 
the  relief  of  the  metropolis,  where 
the  natural  turbulence  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants 
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bitants  was  liable,  Upon  any  acci¬ 
dental  occafion,  to  be  Simulated  to 
acts  of  outrage  and  violence. 

The  coming  in  of*  Mr.  Neckar 
was  attended  with  the  dilmiffion  of 
all  the  principalsof  the  afchbiihop’s 
party,  of  whom, his  brother,  the  count 
de  Brienne,  minifter  of  the  war  de¬ 
partment,  and  M.  de  Lamoignon, 
the  keeper  of  the  feals,  could  not 
but  lead  the  way.  Every  body  fup- 
pofed  that  die  reftoration  of  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Paris  to  its  functions 
would  have  been  one  of  the  firft  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  change  in  the  miniftry  • 
and  the  fhbrt  delay  which  inter¬ 
vened,  was  attributed  to  fome  ex¬ 
planations  which  were  required  from 
the  leaders  of  that  body,  as  to  the 
cO'.irfe  which  they  intended  to  pur¬ 
sue,  with  refpect  to  the  meafures 
adopted  by  the  late  adminiftration, 
particularly  With  regard  to  the  fuf- 
penfion. 

However  that  was,  the  parliamerit 
met  about  the  middle  of  September, 
and,  after  fome  difplay  of  modera¬ 
tion  in  their  Firft  fittings,  foon  began 
a  new  fquabbie  with  the  crown,  on 
the  ground  of  profecutiiig  thofe 
members  of  the  late  niiniftry  who 
were  forthcoming,  particularly  MeiT. 
de  Lamoignon  and  de  Brienne, 
for  the  evil  advice  they  had  given, 
and  the  mifehiefs  which  they  had 
thereby  draWn  upon  the  nation.  But 
the  kihg  peremptorily  refufed  to  ad¬ 
mit  this  profecution:  declaring  that 
he  alone  wa!s  fefponftble  for  all  the 
late  meafures  ;  and  that  if  ahy  mif¬ 
ehiefs  took  place,  they  proceeded 
entirely  from  the  refradtbry  conduct 
and  obftinaev  of  rhe  parliament. 

tn  the  mean  time  the  populace  of 
Paris  began  to  make  a  dilplav  of 
that  ungoverned  and  riotous  difpo- 
fition,  which  haslince  rendered  them 
fo  confpicuous.  It  feems  probable 


F  EUROPE.  [35 

that  the  king’s  refufal  to  admit  the 
profecution  againft  M.  de  Lamoig¬ 
non,  rhe  late  keeper  of 'the  feals,  di¬ 
rected  their  fury  againft  that  gentle¬ 
man,  as  the  riot  commenced  imme¬ 
diately  after.  A  multitude  of  peo¬ 
ple,  feemingly  for  fport,  affembltd 
about  the  Pont  Ncuf,  where  they 
amufed  themfelves  for  fome  time 
with  throwing  fquibs  and  crackers* 
arid  obliging  the  paffers  by  to  take 
off  their  hats,  and  bow  to  the  ftatue 
of  Henry  the  Foilrth.  But  feeming 
to  grow  tired  of  that  fporq  diey  fu.d- 
denly  provided  themfelves  with 
lighted  torches*  and  proceeded  in  a 
body  to  burn  and  deftrov  the  houfe 
ol  M.  de  LamoigHon.  The  timely 
interference  of  the  guards  faved 
the  houfe,  and  probaby  the  life  of 
that  gentleman,  to  whom  his  coun¬ 
try  owed  fb  much  for  his  admirable 
reform  of  the  code  of  criminal  jus¬ 
tice  and  in  whofe  hiinlafte  regula¬ 
tions  in  the  mode  of  profecution, 
the  order  of  men  who  now  fought  his 
deftruClion  were  fo  nearly  and  par¬ 
ticularly  concerned.  The  crowd 
difperfed  upon  the  interference  of 
the  military*  but  re-affembled  in 
another  part,  and  were  proceeding 
to  burn  rhe  late  keeper  in  effigy, 
when  finding  themfelves  purfUed, 
and  again  interrupted  by  the  guards, 
their  indignation  was  raifed  fo  high, 
that  they  flood  a  battle  with  them  ; 
blit  were  foon  rotted,  above  thirty 
of  their  number  being  killed,  and  a 
much  greater  number  undoubtedly 
wounded. 

The  parliament  fodn  aftbrded.an 
inftance  of  the  degree  of  moderation 
With  which  they  were  difpofed  to  ex- 
ercife  power  or  to  enjoy  triumph,  as 
well  ,  as  of  the  terms  upon  which 
they  intended  to  ftand  with  thecourt. 
That  body  caufed  all  the  king’s  de¬ 
crees,  which  related  to  their  fufpen- 
[  C  ]  2  fiac 
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fion,  or  which  they  confidered  as 
encroaching  upon  their  privileges, 

,  to  be  publicly  burned  in 
061.  util.  par;s  ir  t’njs  aft,  the 

heinoufnefs  of  the  example  to  a  tur¬ 
bulent  and  inflamed  populace,  kept 
pace  with  the  wanton nefs  of  the 
infult. 

The  only  public  bufinefs  of  any 
eonfequence  which  was  tranfa6ted 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year 
1788,  was  the  fummoning  a  new 
convention  of  the  Notables,  who  met 
in  the  beginning  of  November. 
The  object  of  affembling  them  was 
to  receive  their  opinion  and  advice, 
in  anfwer  to  a  number  of  written 
qUeftions  propofed  to  them,  relative 
to  the  organization  of  the  ftates  ge¬ 
neral,  the  mode  of  eledtion  to  be 
purfued,  the  qualifications  of  the 
electors,  and  of  the  ele&ed,  the 
numbers  to  be  returned  by  the  re- 
fpe6tlve  diftrifts,  whether  witffre- 
fped  to  their  wealth  or  population, 
the  general  number  of  which  the 
h  ates  were  to  be  compofed,  the  pro¬ 
portionate  number  of  the  three  or¬ 
ders  with  refpeft  to  each  other, 
and  other  matters  upon  the  fame 
fubje£t.  The  meeting  of  the  ftates 
was  fixed  for  the  tft  of  May  1789- 

The  unequalled  feverity  of  the 
winter  could  not  but  produce  the 
inoft  deplorable  effeas,  in  a  country 
where  the  people  were  already  fo 
much  diftfeffed  for  want  of  fubftft- 
ence.  It  was  in  vain  that  bounties 
were  offered  fot  the  importation  of 
wheat,  rye,-  and  other  grain.  The 
countries  of  Europe  were  in  no  con-^ 
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dition,  in  any  degree,  to  f up  ply  the 
wants  of  fo  prodigious  a  number  of 
people  ;  the  relief,  however,  thus 
furniilied.  although  far  from  fuf- 

y  O  - 

ftcient,  undoubtedly  preserved  mul¬ 
titudes  from  periftiing.  Paris  pro¬ 
bably  fuffered  more  than  the  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  but  the  want  in  all  was  ex¬ 
treme.  The  turbulence  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  ill  temper  ofthe  people,  in¬ 
duced  them,  inftead  of  looking  to 
the  general  effe6t  of  bad  harvells, 
or  to  the  particular  ruin  occafioned 
by  the  late  hurricane,  to  attribute 
the  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of  bread 
to  the  nefarious  fch ernes  of  the  court, 
which  they  charged  with  the  impof- 
fible  crime  of  exporting  the  corn  by 
ftealth  to  foreign  countries.  Next 
to  the  court,  their  rage  was  directed 
againft  fuppofed  monopolizers,  fo 
that  in  procefs  of  time,  the  property 
of  thofe  merchants  and  corn-dealers, 
who  endeavoured  to  feed  the  mar¬ 
kets  regularly  with  fuch  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  grain,  as  the  frock  in  the 
country  could  afford  for  a  continu¬ 
ance,  was  not  only  fubje£ted  to  the 
rapine  and  deftru£tion  ofthe  lawiefs 
rabble,  but  their  perfons  to  the  moft 
ignominious  and  cruel  deaths.  Thus 
every  thing  concurred  to  fofter 
and  promote  that  lawiefs  ungover¬ 
nable  fpirit  which  now  prevailed  ; 
and  the  common  people  proceeding 
fucceffively  from  one  a£t  of  atrocity 
to  the  comoiiffion  of  another,  became 
at  length  thoroughly  hardened,  and 
capable,  as  we  Ilia  11  have  occahon 
to  relate,  of  unheard-of  cruelties 
and  barbarity. 


CHAP. 
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Retro  fpett  continued.  Emperor s  condi  tt  in  the  Low  Countries ,  renews  thofe 
dij contents  and  apprehenflons,  which  feemed  happily  removed  by  tie  late 
accommodation.  Count  Trautmanfdorff  and  General  Dalton  appointed  to  the 
conduct  of  civil  and  military  affairs.  Difpute  about  the  new  feminary  at 
Louvain  unexpectedly  renewed.  Count  Traut manj dor ff  fends  a  peremptory 

order  to  the  heads  of  the  univerjity ,  to  carry  the  emperor  s  propofed  rejornt 
into  immediate  execution.  1  hey,  pleading  the  laws  and  the  conflitution ,  refufe 
to  comply.  Council  of  Brabant ,  refuflng  to  give  their  fan  Si ion  to  the  violent 
me  a  fares  intended  againfl  the  univerflty  of  Lot  vain,  ate  threatened  with 
compulfion.  Military  drawn  up,  and  artillery  brought  forward  to  intimi¬ 
date  the  council.  Populace  fired  on  by  the  troops,  ana  fever al  kilted  or 
wounded.  Refractory  heads  of  the  univerfity  of  L  ouvain  expelled  by  force  of 
anus.  Kind  declaration  of  the  emperor  re fpetting  his  fubjetts  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  fucceeded  by  a  cruel  flaughter  of  the  people  by  the  troops  at  Ma lines , 
Louvain,  and  Antwerp.  General  horror  fpre ad  throughout  the  provinces. 
People  of  condition  emigrate  to  Holland,  Liege ,  and  other  neighbouring 
countries. — Germany . — Country  of  Lippe  Schaumhourg  feized. ,  on  the  death 
of  the  prince,  by  the  landgrave  of  Llefje.  Diflrefjed  fit uati on  of  the  family. 

Interpofition  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  procures  the  ref  oration  of  their  poff efforts 
to  the  inf  a  t  prince  and  his  mother .  Difpute  between  the  elector  of  Cologn 

and  the  popes  nuncio.  Spirited  condutt  op  the  elettor .  Liberal  grant  of  the 

magi f  racy  of  Cologn  to  the  protejiant  inhabitants ,  allowing  them  to  build  a 
place  of  worfhip,  a  fchool,  and  a  houfe  for  their  minijler.  Wife  political  con¬ 

duct  of  the  king  of  Pruffia.  Leagues  with  England  and  holland,  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  combination  of  the  Eafiern  powers.  Plays  a  high  game  in  Poland. 
Diet  comes  thoroughly  into  his  views.  Augmentation  of  the  army  to  60,000 
men  decreed.  New  commiffion  for  the  difpofition  and  government  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  force  of  the  republic.  King  of  Pruffia  propofes  a  ciofe  alliance ,  and 
to,  guarantee  all  her  dominions .  Great  debates  in  the  diet.  Philippic  againfl 

the  emperor.  Ruffian  party  totally  defeated.  Growing  importance  of  the 
republic  already  apparent.  Turkey  and  Sweden  feek  alliances  with'  her. 
Declaration  by  the  Grand  Signior.  Miniflers  appointed  by  the  republic  to 
different  European  powers.  Influence  of  Pruffia  feems  thoroughly  ejlablflhed 
in  that  country. 


WE  make  no  doubt  but  the 
public  in  general  participat¬ 
ed  in  the  fatisfaclion  with  which 
.  we  announced,  at  the  ciofe  of  the 
year  1787,  the  apparently  happy 
accommodation,  which  had  then  re¬ 
cently  taken  place,  between  the 
emperor  and  our  ancient  neigh¬ 
bours,  his  fubjetts,  the  dates  and 


inhabitants  of  the  Auftrian  Ne¬ 
therlands.  The  joy  in  the  Low 
Countries  was  extreme  upon  this 
pccaliiop,  and  the  public  rejoicings 
highly  fplendid  for,  not  with  {land¬ 
ing  the  fturdinefs  with  which  the 
people  raided  opprelhon,  and  their 
determined  resolution  to  expofe 
themfclves  to  all-  the  dangers  and 
[  C  ]  3  calamities 
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calamities  of  war  in  defence  of 
their  ancient  rights,  yet  it  v/as  im- 
poffible  to  cqnfider,  without  terrqr, 
the  inequality  of  the  contell  into 
which  they  were  entering  with  fo 
mighty  a  power  ;  fo  that  their 
refinance  muff  be  attributed  rather 
to  the  violence  of  defpair,  than  to 
a  courage  founded  on  any  rational 
hope  of  fuccefs. 

This  joy  was,  however,  damped 
with  the  more  ferious  and  reflecting 
by  the  fore  confideration,  founded 
on  repeated  experience,  that  they 
could  place  no  reliance  on  the  faith 
of  the  fovereigu,  and  were  deffitute 
of  all  other  fecurity.  Some  room 
for  hope,  however,  ffill  remained. 
It  became  now  known  thaf  the 
emperor  was  fo  deeply  involved 
in  fch ernes  of  war  and  conciueft 

t 

with  Ruflia  on  the  fide  «f  Tur¬ 
key,  that  it  feemed  probable  his 
other  neighbours,  and  the  more 
remote  of  his  own  fubjedts,  might, 
at  lead;  for  a  time,  efcape  the 
effects  of  that  reftlefs  ambition 
and  incurable  fpirjt  of  innovation, 
which  had  been  fo  continual  a 
fource  of  alarm  and  trouble  to 
both.  Yet  even  this  confideration 
could  not  remove  the  apprehenfions 
of  thofe  who  knew  the  high  re- 
femment  and  lading  ammofity 
which  he  bore  againft  all  oppo- 
fers  of  his  authority ;  which  he 
held  paramount  to  all  laws,  con- 
ftitutions,  and  covenants  ;  and  who, 
regarding  all  refiftance  to  his  will 
as  a  deep  wound  to  his  dignity, 
muff  accordingly  confider  it  as  a 
crime  of  the  ftrft  magnitude. 
Thefe  could  not  but  fufpcdt  the 
prefept  calm  ;  nor  were  they  eafily. 
induced  to  believe,  that  all  the 
late  violence  \vas  already  buried 
in  oblivion.  They  accordingly 
threaded,  that  however  deeply  his 
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generals  were  engaged  on  the 
Danube,  he  would  find  leifure 
hiinfelf  to  renew  his  defigns  on 
the  Netherlands,  and  means  to 
puniih  the  fuppofed  affront  he 
had  received. 

They  faw  too  well  that  notwith- 
{landing  all  the  joy  excited  by  the 
late  accommodation,  it  had  been 
too  haftily  concluded  to  afford  any 
well-rounded  hopes  ot  its  perma¬ 
nence  ;  that  fome  of  the  moil 
critical  fubjedts  in  difpute,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  refpedt  to  the  new 
feminary  at  Louvain,  were  flill 
undecided  ;  and  the  confequence 
of  leaving  any  point  of  difeuffion 
open  with  fuch  a  controvertiff, 
was  too  much  to.  be  apprehended. 
Too  much,  they  thought,  had 
been  trufted  on  their  fide  to. 
promifed  and  implied  gracious  and 
good  intentions  ;  and  they  imagin¬ 
ed  they  knew  from;  experience  at 
what  rate  to  eftimate  the  value 
of  thefe.  Even  the  emperor’s  de¬ 
claration  (which  had  with  fuch  dif¬ 
ficulty  been  drawn  forth,  after 
every  guard  had  been  furrendered 
oji  truft  to  it)  was  top  loofely 
framed  and  worded  not  to  be 
eafily  fet  afide  by  the  forced  con- 
ffrudtion  which  it  might  receive. 
To  increafe  their  apprehenfions. 
they  had  the  mortification  to  o.b- 
ferve,  that  while  no,  fecurity,  that 
could  properly  b.e  confidered  as 
fuch,  was  afforded  on  the  other 
fide,  they  had  themfelves  given 
up  the  only  one  they  pofTeffed. 
They  had  difbanded  their  Young, 
bold  and  fpirited  militia  ;  annihilat¬ 
ed  all  their  badges  and  bands  of 
military  diffindtion  and  union  ;  and 
taken  the  arms  out  of  their  hands* 
tq  place  them  in  thofe  which  might 
poffibly  ufe  them  to,  their  destruc¬ 
tion.  So  chat,  with  refpedt  to  de¬ 
fence, 
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fence,  they  were  in- an  infinitely 
worfe  Hate  than  they  had  been 
before  the  accommodation. 

The  event  too  foon  fihtwed  how 
well  thefe  apprehenfions  were 
founded.  The  fpirit  difplayed  by 
the  people  in  the  tumult  of  the 
20th  of  September,  and  particular¬ 
ly  the  fignal  courage  fhewn  by 
the  militia  in  braving  the  regular 
forces,  although  thefe  very  circum- 
fiances,  through  the  excellent  tem¬ 
per  and  conduct  of  count  Murray, 
led  the  way  to  the  enfuing  happy 
reconciliation,  yet  could  not  but 
be  confidered  as  unforgiveable 
infults  to  his  authority,  by  lo 
haughty  and  arbitrary  a  fpirit  as 
the  emperor’s.  He  accordingly, 
who  never  confidered  the  multipli¬ 
city  of  troublefome  affairs  as  any 
embarraffment  in  his  proceedings, 
or  any  bar  to  his  engaging  in  new 
adventures,  now  determined,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  the  approaching 
Ottoman  war,  by  no  means  to 
defift  from  the  execution  of  his 
defigns  on  the  Low  Countries  ;  but 
while  he  exterminated  the  Turks 
with  one  hand  on  his  eaftern  fron¬ 
tier,  to  attoniih.  the  world  by  the 
iiimieafurable  extent  of  that  power, 
which  could  with  the  other  break 
and  fubjugate  the  flubborn  fpirit 
of  the  Netherlander  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  his  weftern  borders.  *1  hts 
would  nearly  if  not  entirely  com¬ 
plete  the  defign,  which  many  con¬ 
fidered  as  his  great  favourite,  of 
eftablifhing  one  fimple*  uniform, 
military  fyflern  of  government, 
through  all  the  parts  of  his  vaft 
dominions  -r  whereby  all  d.iflinCtions 
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in  government,  religion,  laws,  and 
rights  being  annihilated,  and  the 
people  formed  into  one  common 
mafs,  the  whole  empire  might  be 
governed  with  the  fame  regular  fa¬ 
cility  as  a  fingle  garrifon  town. 

For  this  purpofe  new  men  were 
neceffarily  employed,  as  well  as 
new  meafures  purfued  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands.  The  lenient  conciliat¬ 
ing  difpofition  of  the  count  de  Mur¬ 
ray,  notwithflanding  the  happy  ef¬ 
fects  which  it  had  fo  recently  pro¬ 
duced,  and  that  degree  of  apparent 
approbation,  which  it  would  not  have 
been  prudent  to  withhold,  and  which 
it  had  accordingly  fince  received, 
was  not  at  all  fuited  to  the  objeCts 
now  in  profpeCt.  He  was  ofcourfe 
laid  by,  and  Gen.  Dalton,  a  veteran 
of  great  experience,  and  Handing 
high  in  military  reputation,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  in  the  Low  Countries.  This 
officer  being  a  foldier  of  fortune  and 
a  foreigner,  deflitute  of  all  local 
connections  in  the  countries  where 
he  ferved,  and  weaned  by  long  ab- 
fence  from  all  tjes  with  his  own\ 
naturally  looked  up  to  the  fove- 
reign,  from  whom  he  received  em¬ 
ployment  and  promotion,  as  the 
only  objeCt  of  his  attachment. — 
Thus  circumftanced  and  fituated^ 
holding  the  fword  as.  the  only  ar¬ 
biter  of  laws  and  rights,  and  own¬ 
ing  himfelf  accountable  to  no  fupe- 
rior  but  his  fovereign,  it  could 
fcarcely  be  expeCted.  that  he  fhoulcl 
hefitate  at  the  execution  of  his. 
commands,  or  enter  into  any  fcru- 
pulous  enquiries  as  to  their  legality, 


juftice,  or  humanity.. 

♦  General  Dalton,  or  D’A)ton,  as  the  emperor  cojjftantly  calls  him  in  his 
r-orrefpondence,  was  a  native  qf  Ireland.  He  was.raifitdto  the  dignity  of  a 
count  by  the  emperor.  Another  general' of  the  fame  name,  but  laid  to  be 
of  a  different  family,  and  totally  different  in  character,  is  now  living  in  the 
Aiifirm  fcrvice 

[  C  ]  4.  Bui 
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But  exclufive  of  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  he  was  a  man  of  a  harrh, 
fevere,  and  perhaps  by  nature  cruel 
temper;  difpofitions  not  likely  to 
be  foftened  by  a  life  not  only  (pent 
m  camps  and  armies,  but,  as  it 
happened  to  be,  for  fe.veral  years 
in  the  confiant  fellowfhip  of  forne 
of  the  rougheft  and  fierceft  nations 
in  the  world,  which  inhabit  the 
Auftrian  eaftern  frontiers,  and  of 
-qourfe  compofe  a  principal  part  of 
their  armies  in  that  quarter.  In 
that  fervice  Dalton  had  been  highly 
diftingu idled  by  his  activity  and 
conduct  in  the  fupprefTion  of  the 
rebellion  which  brpke  out  in  the 
mountainous  borders  of  Tranfyl- 
vania  and  Walachia  ;  where  he, 
however,  rendered  himfelf  mqre 
confpxcuous  by  the  ample  execu¬ 
tion  which  he  made  of  thefe  un¬ 
fortunate  and  barbarous  people, 
and  the  unrelenting  feverity,  if  not 
cruelty,  which  he  was  faid  to  have 
exercifed  on  the  prifoners.  Such  a 
man  was  ill  calculated  for  a  military 
command  in  fuch  a  government  as 
the  Netherlands,  ^nd  in  filch  a 
flate  of  jealoufy  and  fufpicion  as 
now  prevailed  among  the  people  ; 
but  thefe  particularities  in  his  cha¬ 
racter  were  poilibly  what  rendered 
him  at  this  time  an  obj  eCt  of  choice, 
and  foon  placed  him  in  the  mod 
enviable  point  of  view,  as  a  drib- rate 
favourite. 

Count  Trautmanfdorff  was  at 
the  fame  time  appointed  to  the  ci¬ 
vil  government  of  the  country,  in 
the  character  of  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  ;  the  governors  general 
upon  their  arrival,  which  was  pi o- 
mifed  to  be  fpeedily,  being  only, 
on  the  new  fyftem,  to  enjoy  the 
fplendor,  and  toil  through  the 
pageantries  of  the  court,  without 
their  holding  any  (bare  in  the 
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public  bufmefs ;  for  their  former  le¬ 
nience  was  fo  far  from  being  plead¬ 
ing,  that  it  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
(landing  fubject  of  comment  and  re¬ 
proof,  at  lead  to  one  of  them,  dur¬ 
ing  her  continuance  at  Vienna. — 1 
T rautmanfdorff’s  appointment  af¬ 
forded  great  fatisfaCtion  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  as  he  was  reckoned  a  humane 
reaionable  man,  of  excellent  cha¬ 
racter  and  difpofitions :  but  it  was 
fqon  difeovered  that  good  difpofi¬ 
tions  were  qf  no  avail,  under  the 
dire&ion  of  a  fuperin tending  power 
which  forbade  their  operation. 

Both  the  civil  and  military  minif- 
ters,  full  fraught  with  indruCtions, 
and  the  principal  lines  of  the  fyi- 
tem  which  they  were  to  purfue 
fairly  traced  cut,  arrived  at  Bruf- 

j  y 

fels  fome  time  before  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1787.  ’They  were  not, 
however,  immediately  to  didurbthe 
prefent  peaceable  and  happy  order 
of  things.  The  ftatPs  of  Brabant 
were  buffered  to  proceed  quietly, 
previoufly  to  their  breaking  up  as 
uiual  at  Chridmas,  in  voting  the 
cudomary  fubfidies,  and  in  making 
all  tkofe  condefccnlions  to  the  fove- 
reign,  which  were  either  required 
by  the  late  fcttlement,  or  which 
fpontaneoufiy  flowed  from  their 
own  difpofition,  in  that  interval  of 
joy  and  good -humour. 

The  affair  of  the  new  feminary 
at  Louvain  was  dill  unfortunately 
left  open  ;  although  if  it  had  not 
exrded,  fome  other  apt  lubjeCt 
would  have  been  undoubtedly 
found  out  for  lighting  up  the 
flaiiies  of  contention.  But  though 
thq  emperor  did  not  in  terms  give 
up  that  point,  it  feemed  in  fome 
fort  included  in  his  declaration  of 
rtdoring  the  people  to  all  their 
civil  and  eccLfiadical  rights;  and 
mi  more  fully  by  his  repeated  af- 

furancesj 
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furances  and  prof.flions,  that  there 
was  nothing  he  wifhed  more  than 
their  cafe,  content  and  happinefs, 
and  that  he  would  confult  the 
ftates  on  all  matters  relative  to 
thole  fubjedls. 

The  lfates  of  Brabant  had  not, 
however,  time  to  enjoy  the  fefti- 
vity  or  repole  of  that  convivial 
feafon,  when  they  were  roufed  into 
aftoniftiment  by  the  fuddennefs  and 
violence  of  the  attack  which  count 
TrautmanfdorlF  had  already  com¬ 
menced  againft  the  univerfity  of 
Louvain.  This  was  fcarcely  more 
alarming,  or  at  leaft  not  more  fur- 
prifing,  than  the  ftrange  and  Bid¬ 
den  change  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  language  and  tone  of  go /em¬ 
inent  ;  fo  that  thofe  who  had  been 
of  late  ufed  to  its  fofteft  and  moft 
pleafmg  founds,  could  hardly  be¬ 
lieve  they  heard  the  fame  voice, 
Every  proportion  was  now  a  com¬ 
mand,  and  announced  in  the  moft 
deciiive  and  peremptory  terns. 
The  will  of  the  fovereign  was  the 

O  • 

foie  authority  now  held  out  upon 
every  occafion,  and  as  a  fanction 
to  every  meafure  ;  and  to  that  all 
things  were  to  give  way,  under  the 
terrors  of  military  execution. 
Lav/s,  rights,  and  confti rations  were 
no  more  to  be  heard  of.  It  was  in 
vain  to  repine  ;  and  as  fruitlefs  to 
coroolain  of  circumvention  and 
Baud.  There  was  no  fuperior  to 
appeal  to ;  andthe  people  had  parted 
with  their  arms. 

It  appears  that  TrautmanfdorlF,  a 
little  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
had  font  peremptory  orders  in  the 
emperor’s  name  to  the  re&or,  heads 
and  doctors  of  the  univerfity  of 
Louvain,  commanding  them  with¬ 
out  deliberation  or  delay,  without 
any  attempt  at  remcnflrance  or 
representation,  immediately  to  ecu 


regifter  in  their  archieves,  and 
lubmit  to,  that  fyftem  of  reform 
preferibed  by  the  fovereign,  and 
which  went  to  the  direct  fub- 
verfion  of  the  univerfity,  and  of 
themfelves  from  their  former  date 
and  condition.  To  thefe  com¬ 
mands  they  as  peremptorily  reluled 
to  fubmit :  not  only  pleading  their 
long-eftablifhed  rights,  repeatedly 
confirmed  by  the  moft  folemn  func¬ 
tions  ;  but  farther  infilling  that  the 
univerfity  was  an  integral  part  of 
the  conftitution  of  Brabant,  which 
could  no  longer  properly  fubfift  if 
deprived  of  any  of  its  members  ; 
and  they  boldly  appealed  to  that 
conftitution,  and  to  the  laws  and. 
juftice  of  their  country,  for  protec¬ 
tion  againft  injuftiee,  oppreffion,  and 
violence. 

The  miniftpr  in  his  fubfequent 
declarations  and  orders,  befides 
denying  the  univerfity  to  be  any 
part  or  member  of  the  conftitu¬ 
tion,  and  infilling  on  the  fuprpme 
right  of  the  fovereign  to  modify 
it  as  he  *pleafed,  expreffed  the  ut- 
nioft  indignation  at  the  idea  of  aq 
appeal,  or  that  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  law  fhould  be  fuppofed  to  con- 
trpul,  interfere,  or  be  placed  in  an y 
degree  of  competition  with  the  will 
of  the  iavereign.  And  to  expiate 
an  offence  fo  nearly  inexpiable,  they 
were  ordered  io  thorougly  to  can¬ 
cel  and  annul  that  refolution,  that 
no  trace  of  it  fhould  remain  on  their 
records  ;  and  they  were  command¬ 
ed,  in  general  and  individually,  to 
fubmit  and  conform  to  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  decisions,  and  enjoined  not  to 
maintain,  either  by  <vuord  of  mouth 
or  i*i  riling ,  the  pretended  right 
fet  up  by  the  univerfity,  which  his 
majefty  had  fully  and  irrevocably 
cancelled  and  annulled.  And,  that 
whoever  fhould  dart  in  the  fmalleft 

degree 
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degree  to  infringe  this  injundlion, 
ftiould  be  profecuted  as  refraflory 
and  difobedient  to  the  emperor’s  or¬ 
ders— *They  were  farther  warned, 
to  fend  no  more  reprefentations, 
deputations,  or  protefts  whatever 
on  the  fubjedt,  as,  if  they  fkould 
prefume  to  fend  any  fuch,  the  minif- 
ters  were  .bound  bv  their  orders  to 
confider  them  as  formal  adts  of  dif- 
obedience,  and  proceed  upon  them  as 
fuch. — The  rcdor  was  enjoined  fo 
caufe  this  declaration  to  be  read  in 
full  convocation  of  the  univerfity  ; 
to  have  it  entered  in  its  regifter,  as 
well  as  in  the  regifters  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  faculties  }  and  to  certify  the 
execution  of  all  thefe  orders  within 
24  hours  to  the  minifter. 

Superior  as  military  power  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  to  all  laws,  courts, 
and  forms  ofjuftice,  yet  they  mult 
be  wretched  politicians,  and  mifer- 
able  bunglers  in  the  knowledge  of 
its  application,  who  do  not  at  all 
times  endeavour  to  lefienits  odium, 
by  every  degree  of  legal  fandtion 
which  can  poftibly  be  procured  or 
devifed.  The  emperor,  relying  al- 
mpft  entirely  upon  authority  and 
force,  fcems  never  to  have  paid 
much  attention  to  this  maxim ;  or 
if  he  did,  the  impatience  o,f  his  tem¬ 
per  would  not  let  him  bring  it  into 
practice.  His  minifter  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  however,  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary,  finding  the  obftinacy  at 
Lo,u vain  invincible  to  his  threats, 
to  obtain,  if  poftible,  fame  legal 
faodlion  fqrthe  extremities  to  which 
he  faw  he  raufi  proceed  j  and  per¬ 
haps  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
considered  us.  a,  ftiafter  ftroke  of 
policy,  if  he  could  pend  the  grand 
council  of  Brabant  to.  become  the 
inftrunient  of  carrying  his  defign 
into,  execution  i  or  pojfibly  it  was; 


part  of  the  plan  formed  aj6  Vienna 
for  urging  matters  to  the  1  aft  point 
of  difordcrand  confufion. 

We  have  heretofore  ibewn  that 
the  council  of  Brabant  was  the  fu- 
preme  judicature  of  the  country,  and 
the  final  refource  in  all  cafes  of  ap¬ 
peal  ;  that  it  likewife  poffeifed  pm 
vileges,  prerogatives,  and  powers, 
far  fuperior  to  our  Englifh  courts 
of  juftice,  by  which  it  was  render¬ 
ed  a  fubftantiaj  mound  to  the  confti- 
tution,  of  which  it  was  an  affential 
member  ;  and  that  it  had  frequent¬ 
ly  baffled  the  covert,  infiduous  de- 
figns  of  different  governments,  as 
well  as  refifted,  with  firmnefs  and 
fuccefs,  their  more  open  encroach¬ 
ments  and  attacks.  Their  prefix- 
dent,  who  was  lord  chancellor  of 
Brabant,  was  an  officer  of  great 
dignity,  authority,  and  power.  We 
have  likewife  feen  that  the  fuh- 
verfion  of  this  council  was  a  prin¬ 
cipal  objedt  in  the  emperor’s  late 
fcheme,  tor  overthrowing  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  country,  and  eftab- 
liftdng  in  its  place  a  German  mili¬ 
tary  government ;  and  that  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  defign,  he  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  debauching  the  chan¬ 
cellor  to  degrade  his  office,  and 
betray  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  by 
accepting  a  place  in  one  Of  the 
new  tribunals,  and  thereby  giving 
all  the  fandtion  in  his  power  to  thole 
innovations,  which  the  people  confi- 
dered  as  their  pelt  and  final  ruin. 
The  univerfal  deteftation  in  which 
he  was  held,  induced  this  man  to 
fly  the  country  during  the  troubles  ^ 
but  his.  reftoration  to  office  being 
made  a  fpecific  article  of  the  late 
accommodntiun,  was  one  of  thofe 
condescensions  on  the  fide  of  the 
people  which  was  the  moll  unwil¬ 
lingly  complied  with. 
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We  Lave  nor  fecn  the  firil  let¬ 
ter  which  the  Count  Trautmanf- 
dorff  fent  to  the  council  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  relative  to  their  Bluing  and 
publilliing  a  declaration  in  fupport 
and  confirmation  of  the  emperors 
decree  againft  the  univerfity  of 
Louvain  ;  but  the  effect  it  produced 
(hewed  that  it  had  been  written  in 
the  new  ftyle  of  abfolute  and  peremp¬ 
tory  command  ;  for  it  gave  fo  much 
offence  as  to  draw  out  a  very 
fpirited  remonftrance  from  that 
body,  in  which  they  complain 
llrongly  of  the  violence  offered 
by  it  to  the  free  conftitution  of 
Brabant,  and  infill  upon  the  re¬ 
vocation  of  the  letter,  as  being 
founded  on  ignorance  of  the  laws, 
and  aiming  at  defpori fm.  Though 
the  minitler  was  highly  incenfed 
at  receivingthis  remonftrance,  yet  he 
feems  to  have  been  more  affetled  by 
the  apprehenfion  of  its  heing  publifh- 
ed,  than  by  any  other  confideration. 
He  accordingly  threatened  the 
council  with  inftant  baniiliment  if 
they  permitted  its  publication;  and, 
doubting  their  obedience,  took  mea- 
fures  befides  to  fecure  the  prefs. 
But  his  threats  and  endeavours 
were  equally  fruitlels,  for  the  re¬ 
monftrance  was  printed  and  in 
every  body’s  poffeiTion  the  following 
day. 

We  have  no  particulars  of  the 
farther  bickerings  between  the  par¬ 
ties  for  about  three  weeks  ;  but 
the  day  was  fail  approaching  when 
power  was  to  difplay  all  its  terrors 
in  Bruffcls,  in  order,  that  if  it  failed 
in  the  great  object  of  immediately 
fubverting  the  conftitutiqn,  it  might, 
however,  appal  its  fuppo.rters  in  fuch 
n  degree, as  would  render  them  here¬ 
after  very  cautious  how  they  ven¬ 
tured  to  (land  forth  in  its  defence. 

•  *  -  •  «  * 


On  the  morning  of  a  t  ^ 
day  fixed  and  prepar- 
ed  for,  the  minifler  lent  1 ' 
a  letter,  in  the  ftyle  and  manner 
of  the  mod  abfolute  fovereign, 
to  the  council  of  Brabant,  re¬ 
minding  them  of  his  former  or¬ 
ders  relative  to  the  declaration, 
that  the  time  was  on  the  point  of 
expiring  which  he  had  granted  for 
their  being  carried  into  execution, 
and  commanding  them  to  lole  no 
farther  time,  nor,  under  the  pain 
of  being  punifhed  for  difobedience, 
to  feparate  or  break  up  the  council* 
until  they  had  taken  the  proper 
Heps  for  ilfuing  and  publishing  the 
laid  declaration,  and  given  him  due 
notice  of  their  proceedings.  He  in¬ 
forms  them  further,  in  terrorem ,  that 
he  had  acquainted  the  depucies  or 
committee  of  the  dates  (who  fat 
in  their  abfence)  with  the  whole  of 
the  confequences  which  mud  imme-. 
diately  enlue,  upon  the  final  left  de¬ 
lay  on  the  part  of  the  council. 

This  fliort  letter  to  the  fupreme 
council,  was  incloled  in  a  long 
difpatch  to  the  chancellor,  filled 
with  threats,  and  the  moil  violent 
and  defpotic  language.  He  in¬ 
forms  him  that  Ue  is  irrevocably, 
determined  to  enforce  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  what  he  had,  already  men¬ 
tioned,  to.  him,  even  though  he 
fhould  be  obliged  to  proceed  tq 
thofe  extremities  which  he  had  the 
good  fortune  hitherto,  to  avoid  ;  but 
the  txplojion  of  which  would  this 
day  be  infallible ,  as  well  to  the  whole 
body,  as  to  many  individuals.  It 
being  his  majefty’s  abfolute  de¬ 
termination,  and  which  his  dignity 
requires,  that  nothing  upon  which, 
he  has  fignifitd  his  v/ill  (liall  be 
made  a  fubjeft  pf  doubt,  or  altered 
id  cqnfequence  of  any  repxefeutation, 

or 
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or  rcmonflrance.  He  refers  the 
chancellor  to  the  laft  difpatches 
from  the  ioverekm,  which  he  had 
already  feen,  to.  ihew  the  deciiive- 
r.cfs  of  his  orders,  and  that  he  could 
not  avoid  a<ffing  up  to  them. — 

That  he  had  the  day  before  given 
them  24  hours  to  determine,  but 
$bat  now,  if  the  publication  was 
not  made  within  two  hours,  he 
should  compel  the  council  to  do 
it  by  force,  even  though  he  fhould 
be  obliged  to  in  v  eft  the  council - 
houie  with  troops,  and  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  dire  expedient  of 
cannon  and  bayonets ,  •which  his 
rkajefy  had  moji  exprefsly  preferib-. 
ed.  He  concluded  by  declaring, 
that  all  the  eonceffions  made  by 
the  emperor  in  his  late  declara¬ 
tion  fhould  be  revoked,  if  their 
obftinacy  was  continued.  ' 

The  council  received  thefe  dif- 
patches,  and  heard  the  threats 
which  they  announced,  without  the 
fmaileil:  apparent  emotion ;  and  wi  :h- 
o‘ut  taking  any  farther  notice  of 

O  J  _  # 

them,  than  to  order  the  precife  time 
of  their  delivery  to  be  entered, 
while  they  continued  fitting  in  their 
places  to  wait  the  event. 

General  Dalton  had  drawn  up 
a  regiment  of  infantry,  and  a 
fquadron  of  cavalry,  with  fame 
cannon,  not  far  from  the  council- 
houie,  in  order  to  quicken  their 
proceedings,  while  the  junior  en- 
ijign  of  the  regiment  of  Ligne, 
with  a  party  of  ioldiers,  pat  ruled 
die  ffreet$,  partly  to  obferve  the 
countenance  of  the  people,  and 
partly  to  keep  them  in  awe.  For 
the  general  anxiety  for  the  face 
pf  the  council,  whofe  extermina¬ 
tion  was  considered  as  certain, 
had  drawn  abmoil  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of'1  BrufTels,  both  male,  and 


female,  into  the  ftreets  and  open 
places. 

The  young  enfign  of  Ligne, 
feems  not  only  to  have  been  a  for¬ 
ward  youth,  but  to  poffbfs  fuch  a 
portion  of  fagacity  as  enabled  him 
to  penetrate  into  the  character  and 
fecret  difpofkian  both  of  his  gene¬ 
ral  and  of  hisfovereign,  and  to  build 
fo  much  upon  this  difeoverv,  as  to 
venture  to  trace  out  by  it  that  line 
of  conduct  which  he  deemed  wouM 
lead  the  fhorteft  way  to  promo¬ 
tion.  He  now  had  a  feparate  com¬ 
mand,  he  might  not  foon  have  fuch 
another  opportunity  ;  if  he  was  mil- 
taken  in  his  opinion,  youth,  inex¬ 
perience,  and  good-will  would  apo¬ 
logize  for  his  raHmefs  j  and,  pav¬ 
ing  no  fcruples  about  the  means,  he 
determined  not  to  hefttate  in  the 
purfuit  of  his  objeGL  It  is  faid 
that  fome  Hones  were  thrown  by 
boys,  and  that  he,  pretending  that 
one  of  them  fkimmed  by  his  hat, 
immediately  formed  his  men,  and 
threw  in  a  platoon  fire  upon  the 
naked  multitude  by  which  he  was 
furrounded.  Aftoniflied  and  frigh¬ 
tened  at  the  mifehief  they  had  done, 
and  dreading  the  immediate  ven¬ 
geance  of  the  people,  both  officer 
and  foldiers,  without  waking  to  re¬ 
load,  run  away  inftantly,  in  the 
moil:  tmmilitarv  manner,  to  ftek 
protection  from  the  main  body. 

The  flaughter  was  much  lels  than 
could  have  been  imagined,  the  near- 
nefs  and  clofenefs  of  the  crowd  con- 
fidered.  Only  about  half  a  dozen 
people  were  killed  downright  ;  but 
a  much  more  confiderable  number 
were  wounded.  This  melancholy 
affair,  however,  along  with  the 
horror  and  refentment  expreffed  in 
every  countenance,  oecafioned  a 
paufe  in  the  condufu  of  the  mini!- 
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ters,  and  probably  prevented  their 
proceeding  for  the  prefent  to  other 
extremities.  In  a  letter  written  by 
Trautnianfdorff  in  the  evening  to 
the  chancellor,  after  an  exclamation 
that  the  obftinacv  of  the  council 
was  incredible,  he  endeavours  to 
impute  the  guilt  of  this  affair  to 
them,  bv  obferving,  that  the  death 
of  home  wretches,  of  which  their 
obftinacy  had  been  the  caufe,  ought 
to  make  it  a  fubject  cf  repentance  to 
the  members  all  the  days  of  their 
lives. 

The  young  enfign  had  the  fatif- 
fadion  and  happinefs  to  find,  that 
his  fagacity  was  proved  by  the 
event,  and  that  his  theory  of  pro-* 
motion  was  perfedly  right.  The 
emperor  highly  applauded  him  for 
this  exploit,  and  defired  Dalton  to 
inform  the  officer  “who  commanded 
“  the  patrole  which  fired,  that  he 
“  was  very  well  pleafed  with  his 
“  prefence  of  mind,  and  the  manner 
“  in  which  he  conduded  himfelf, 
“  and  that  he  might  exped  promo- 
“  tion  on  the  firft:  vacancy.” — Nor 
was  his  gratitude  flow  or  dilatory  in 
displaying  itfelf,  for  in  lefs  than  a 
fortnight,  the  afpiring  junior  enfign 
Mruchetigh,  was  in  his  fovereign’s 
name  (which  was  exprefsly  ordered) 
promoted  to  the  firft  lieutenancy  of 
his  regiment.  The  emperor  was 
likewife  unbounded  in  his  approba¬ 
tion  and  applaufe  of  general  Dal¬ 
ton,  and  in  the  gratitude  which  he 
exprefted  to  him  for  his  firmnefs  in 
thus  fupporting  the  dignity  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  charader,  and  imprefling  the 
people  with  a  due  dread  of  the  fol- 
diers  ;  and  though  he  confidered  this 
petty  maifacre  as  a  very  trifle,  vet 
he  feemed  to  confole  himfelf  with 
the  reflection,  that  moderate  though 
it  was,  it  might  produce  a  proper 
tiffed.  But  he  fcldoni  omitted  in 
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his  letters  to  urge  Dalton  to  a 
perfeverance  in  the  iame  firm- 
neft. 

The  interception  and  publication 
of  thefe  letters  would  have  been  a 
molt  unfortunate  cifcumftance  with 
refped  to  the  memory  of  this  prince, 
if  he  had  other  wife  any  charader  to 
preferve,  or  in  reality  poffdfd  any 
claim  upon  the  preffcnt  or  future 
good  opinion  of  mankind.  For 
though  comparatively  a  young  man, 
he  had  the  fortune  to  outlive  every 
fpecies  of  reputation.  But  wbftt 
nnifi  ever  appear  inexplicable  is* 
that,  fetting  up  as  he  did  for  a  poli¬ 
tician  of  the  firft  form,  and  evident¬ 
ly  poflelfing  a  very  c  on  fulcra  bit* 
ihare  of  parts  of  one  fort  or  other, 
and  having  likewife  acquired,  thro1 
the  multiplicity  of  his  projects,  and 
never-ending  coiitefts  with  his  fub* 
jeds,  as  well  as  frequent  difputes 
with  his  neighbours,  greater  expe¬ 
rience  than  leveral  long  lives  have 
an  opportunity  of  attaining  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  courfe  of  things,  he  ftiould, 
notwith (landing,  at  this  eventful  pe¬ 
riod,  engaged  in  a  momentous  war 
with  a  potent  enemy,  and  his  mind 
occupied  with  fchemes  of  ambition 
of  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  to  include 
the  overthrow,  fpoil,  and  partition 
of  a  vaft  empire,  give  up  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  nurfing  of  petty  but 
treating,  vexatious,  and  cruel  fquab- 
bles,  in  the  remoteft  corner  of  his 
dominions  ;  with  a  people  too  ivhofe 
obftinacy  he  had  fo  lately  experi¬ 
enced,  and  who  were  at  fo  great  a 
diltance  as  to  be  in  no  {mail  degree 
without  his  grafp.  This  will  ap¬ 
pear  ftill  more  incomprehensible* 
when  we  reflvdl  that  the  conde- 
F  enfions  which  he  fo  lately  made 
to  the  Netherlanders  were  extorted 
from  him  entirely,  through  the  de¬ 
fire  of  having  no  interruption  in 
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the  purfuit  of  the  Ottoman  war,  and 
yet  he  was  not  near  fo  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  it  at  that  time  as  at  pre- 
fent.  The  perplexity  will  ft  ill  be 
farther  increafed  when  we  remem¬ 
ber,  that  he  was  at  this  very  time 
endeavouring  to  negotiate  a  large 
loan  with  his  fubjedts  iii  the  Low 
Countries,  and  that  their  refentment 
was  fo  great  at  what  they  openly 
called  his  treachery  and  perfidy, 
that  no  mail  would  lend  him  a  (hil¬ 
ling  upon  any  terms.  To  thofe 
who  knew  his  love  of  money,  which 
none  who  wefie  at  all  acquainted 
with  his  character  could  avoid  know¬ 
ing,  his  conduct  in  this  refpedt  mult 
appear  totally  unaccountable-. 

The  army  being  thus  let  loofe 
upon  the  people,  and  fuch  an  eafy 
road  to  promotion  opened  to  rafh 
and  adventurous  fpirits,  the  confe- 
quences  may  be  eafily  furmifed. 
In  the  populous  manufacturing 
townSj  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  places, 
every  new  aft  of  oppreifidn,  or  in¬ 
deed  every  novelty  whatever,  was 
liable  to  draw  the  people  in  crowds 
into  the  ftreets.  Their  aflembfing 
in  this  manner  placed  it  in  the  dii- 
cretion  of  whatever  office!-  com¬ 
manded,  whether  to  confider  this  as 
a  tumult,  or  at  leaft  as  an  infult  to 
the  dignity  of  the  military,  and  to 
punifih  it  accordingly  by  firing  upon 
an  unarmed  multitude,  and  thereby 
to  gain  the  favour  both  of  his  gene¬ 
ral  aVid  of  his  fovereign  ;  or,  by 
giving  way  to  the  dictates  of  huma¬ 
nity,  to  facrifice  thereto  his  future 
fortune,  and  to  fupprefs  that  almoft 
irrefilfible  ambition  fo  predominant 
with  military  men,  of  riling  high 
in  his  proftffion  without  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  undergo  the  tedious  forms 
of  fervice. 

It  may  be  eafily  judged  on  which 
fide  the  decifion  ufuallv  lay,  A  ma¬ 


jor  who  commanded  in  the  city  of 
Mons  was,  however,  a  noble  excep¬ 
tion  to  the  prevalent  conduct :  for¬ 
tune  feemed  to  place  herfelf  pecu¬ 
liarly  in  his  hands,  by  affording  him 
fuch  an  opportunity  of  fervice  and 
confequent  diftinftion,  as  Others  in 
vain  fought.  The  people  feem  to 
have  been,  in  faff,  tumultuous  and 
violent,  in  a  high  degree,  and  the 
commander  poffefled  the  means 
fully  in  his  hands  of  making  a  terri¬ 
ble  example  without  danger,  and 
with  a  better  colour  of  apparent 
caufe  thaii  was  ufually  afforded. 
He  miffed  the  occafion  !  and  quelled 
the  tumult  without  firing  a  (hot,  or 
a  man  being  killed  or  wounded.-— 
The  manner  in  which  the  fovereign 
treated  this  circumftance  in  one  of 
his  letters,  fufficiently  fhewed  how 
little  he  was  gratified  by  fuch  mo¬ 
deration.  He  feemed  upon  every 
occafion  to  confidef  it  as  a  maxim  of 
policy  not  to  be  departed  from,’  that 
frequent  blood  and  maffacre  Were 
the  only  means  of  imprefling  thefe 
people  with  a  proper  dread  of  the 
troops,  and  of  bending  them  to 
that  form  of  government  which  he 
had  it  fo  much  at  heart  toeftabliffi. 
We  are  forry  the  name  of  the  hu¬ 
mane  major  has  not  reached  us  ;  it 
defer ves  to  be  remembered. 

The  more  effeftually  to  terrify  all 
orders  of  men,  the  moff  alarming 
threats  were  thrown  cut  publicly 
not  only  by  the  military  but  the 
civil  niinifteh  Trautmanfdorff  de¬ 
clared  at  his  levee,  that  if  the  forces 
in  the  Netherlands  were  not  fuffi¬ 
ciently  numerous  td  accomplifli  the, 
purpofcs  to  Which  they  were  deilin- 
ed,  he  was  impowered  to  draw  an 
army  of  40,000  men  thither  on  the 
fliorteft  notice ;  while  Dalton,  wild 
had  rendered  himfelf  particularly 
remarkable  by  the  unexampled 

height 
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height  of  a  gallows  which  he  had 
ere&ed  for  hanging  the  infurgents 
in  Tranfylvania,  is  faid  to  have 
threatened  that  he  would  erect  fuch 
another  in  the  great  fquare  of  the 
citv  of  BrufTcls.  The  firft  of  thefe 

J 

threats  was  purely  a  gafeonade  j  for 
the  emperor  was  fo  fully  occupied 
upon  the  Danube,  that  he  grievouflv 
regretted,  upon  a  fubfequent  occa- 
fion,  that  he  could  not  fpare  a  fingle 
regiment  of  cavalry  from  any  part 
of  his  dominions  which  he  might 
lend  to  the  fupport  of  Dalton. 

The  arch-duchefs  and  her  huf- 
band, the  nominal  governors  genera5, 
had  arrived  in  the  Low  Countries 
before  the  middle  of  the  fpring. 
Although  thefe  princes,  as  we  have 
heretofore  obferved,  had  cor.ftantly 
ihewn  great  difpofitions  of  kindnefs 
and  good-will  tothcpeople,and  were 
fo  gracious  and  condefcendfng  in 
their  conduct,  as  to  attract  the  re¬ 
gards  of  all  orders,  yet  the  four 
leaven,  fo  continually  adminiftefed 
by  their  brother,  fermented  in  fuch 
a  manner  in  the  minds  of  the  Hates, 
that  the  ufual  fubfidv  for  their  main- 

J 

tenance,  and  fupporting  the  dignity 
of  the  court,  upon  its  being  fir  ft 
propofed  in  the  committee  to  whom 
the  department  of  finance  was  af- 
figned,  received  there  a  direct  ne¬ 
gative.  This  unexampled  affront 
was  not  only  highly  refented  by  the 
princes,  who  quitted  Bruffels  upon 
it.  but  was  much  condemned  by  the 
people  in  general,  who  confidered 
it  as  no  lefs  injudicious  than  illiberal. 
The  ftates  thcmfclves  were  aihained 
of  it,  and,  having  firft  unanimoufly 
granted  the  fubfidv,  fent  a  deputa¬ 
tion  to  the  princes  at  their  country 
feat  to  apologize  for  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  and  to  intreat  their  return  to 
Bruffels  ;  a  requeft  with  which  they 
complied. 


It  was  not  long  after,  that  the 
empefor  thought  fitting  to  furpriz*? 
the  world  in  geheral,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  puzzle  politicians,  by  one  of 
thofe  inibmees  of  a  lingular  verfa- 
tility  of  temper,  or  of  an  unequalled 
duplicity  of  mind,  which  few  but 
himfelf  could  exhibit.  He  rendered 
his  brother  and  lifter, 
the  governors  general, 
his  organs,  through 
whom  he  declared,  44  That,  from 
“  the  emotions  of  his  heart,  and 
“  the  fentiments  of  affection  in 
“  which  he  held  his  faithful  fub- 
44  je£ts,  he  feized  on  the  firft  expref- 
“  lion  made  by  a  part  of  their  re- 
44  prefentanves  to  accelerate,  in  oh- 
“  clef  to  promote  their  happinefs 
44  and  the  public  good,  the  moment 
44  of  a  full  and  perfect  reftitution 
44  of  his  good  favour  ;  that  in  con- 
44  fequence,  yielding  to  all  the  emo- 
44  tidfts  of  tendernefs  and  a  feeling 
44  heart,  he  meant  to  give  the  na- 
44  tion  proofs  of  the  return  of  his 
“  benevolence,  and  of  his  confi- 
44  dence,” 

It  was  about  the  very  time  that 
this  declaration  was  announced  to 
the  ftates,  with  great  fatisfa&ion,  by 
the  governors  general,  that  he 
blamed  the  major  who  commanded 
at  Mens,  for  not  feizing  the  fair 
opportunity  which  was  offered  to 
him  of  maffacreing  the  inhabitants. 
And  it  was  within  the  courfe  of  a  few 
weeks  after  that  the  cruel  execu¬ 
tions  took  place  at  Malincs,  Lou- 
vain,  and  Antwerp,  where  women, 
children,  paffengers,  and  travellers, 
became  victims  to  the  promifeuous 
firings  of  the  foldiery,  who,  as  they 
became  inured  to  blood,  grew  more 
cruel  at  every  exec  ution.  Among 
many  deplorable  inftanccs  of  this 
fort,  it  may  be  fuffieient  to  mention 
the  fate  of  a  mother  at  Malincs, 

who. 
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who,  ferving  cudomers  in  her  fihop, 
with  h  er  infant  in  her  arms,  they 
were  fhot  dead  at  the  fame  initant. 

Dalton  had  gained  great  applaufe 
from  his  mader  for  having  early  in 
the  year,  without  any  fpecific  orders 
for  the  purpofe,  fent  a  throng  gar- 
rifon  to  coerce  the  tin  tractable  town 
of  Louvain,  as  he  called  it.  The 
univerfify,  notwithftanding,  flill 
perfcvered  in  its  refufal  to  fubmit 
to  the  decrees  of  the  fovereign.  AH 
other  means  having  hitherto  failed 
of  fuccefs,  the  bayonet  was  at  length 

7  J  O 

conlidefed  as  the  moft  effectual  In- 
drument  for  determining  theologi¬ 
cal  difputes,  folving  the  knotty  fuh- 
tleties  of  the  Ichools,  and  purging  a 
vail  bod;*- ,  grown  Itiff  and  difordered 
bv  age,  from  all  thofe  vices  and  ha¬ 
bitual  errors  which  it  bad  been 
liable  to  contract  during  the  long 
courfe  of  many  centuries.  This 
potent  indrument  was  ac'iordinglr 
applied,  with  its  ufual  effect,  in  the 
month  of  June.  The  uaiverfity 
was  thoroughly  purged  of  all  thofe 
refractory  heads  or  members  who 
had  ventured  to  oppofe  its  conflitu- 
tion,  or  the  laws  of  their  cauntrv,  to 
the  will  of  a  great  monarch  ;  or 
vainly  thought  that  the  wordy  logick 
of  the  fchools  could  for  a  moment 
refill  the  ultimate  logick  of  kings. 
The  reCtor  was  banifhed  for  ten 
Years,  under  the  fevered  penalties 
of  venturing  to  appear  in  anv  part 
of  the  emperor’s  wide  dominions. 
To  render  the  affair  memorable,  it 
was  fignalized,  according  to  the 
reigning  faibion  oi  the  time,  with  a 

c  o 

coniiderable  daughter  of  the  inha- 
bit  acts,  who  could  not  refrain  from 
affenibling  to  pay  the  left  tribute  of 
grief  at  the  overthrow  of  an  Imti- 
tution  which  had  for  fo  many  ages 
been  the  pride  and  fuppoit  of  the  r 


city,  and  had  in  fadl  been  its  cre¬ 
ator. 

But  though  the  bayonet  had  thus 
far  been  effectual  in  its  fervice,  k 
was,  however,  deficient,  at  lead  for 
theprefent,  in  another  refpeCt.  The 
theological  dudents  had  univerfally 
abandoned  the  university  and  the 
new  profeffors  and  teachers  made 
but  a  forry  figure  in  vad  depopu 
lated  halls,  without  hearers  or  pu¬ 
pils.  The  only  remedy  for  this 
would  have  been  to  perfuade  or 
compel  the  biihops  and  abbots  to 
fend  the  youth  dedined  for  the  mi- 
nidry  to  fill  up  the  empty  colleges. 
But  this  was  a  meafure  much  more 
eafliv  to  be  talked  about  than  car¬ 
ried  into  execution.  Perfuafiou 
was  out  of  the  quedion  j  for  both 
tlie  bifnops  and  abbots  had  already 
held  ieparate  meetings,  at  which  it 
was  determined,  that  it  would  be 
more  eligible  to  meet  and  endure 
the  greated  violence  and  the  utmod 
extremities  of  power,  than  to  become 
the  voluntary  indruments  of  poi- 
foning  the  minds  of  the  future,  and 
perhaps  fucceeding  generations,  by 
permitting  the  young  clergy,  who 
were  to  be  their  fucceffors  in  all 
padoral  and  religious  duties,  fo  have 
taeir  moral  and  religious  opinions 
and  principles  contaminated  by  er¬ 
roneous  and  fchifmatical  notions  and 
dottrines.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
fcheme  of  abfolute,  undifguifed 
eompulfion  would  have  been  fcarce- 
lv  more  ungracious  and  odious,  than 
difficult  and  probably  ineffective  in 
the  execution  ;  for  if  it  were  car¬ 
ried  even  to  its  lad  extreme  of  per- 
fecution  (that  extremity  which  has 
f  >  feldom  ever  fticceeded  in  the  at- 
tbnment  of  its  objeCt)  (Mil  the  bi¬ 
ihops  and  abbots  could  fereen  them- 
feives  under  a  greater  authority 

than 
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than  their  own,  that  of  the  parents,  ver  before,  perhaps,  been  offered  to 
whole  right  ordeoilion,  with  reipcct  any  fovereign  during  life  and  within 
both  to  the  education  and  the  final  the  icene  of  his  own  government  • 
difpofal  of  their  children,  would  and  that  thefe  pasquinades,  libels,  or 


fcarcely  be  called  in  queftion. 

The  attention  of  the  emperor 
was,  however,  foon  drawn  away 
from  the  Louvain  chace,  which  now 
flagged  and  grew  cold  upon  the 
fcent,  to  another  purfuit  of  the  fame 
kind  and  nature.  This  was  the 
college  at  Antwerp,  which  was  like- 


charges  were  not  handed  about  pri¬ 
vately  in  nianufcript,  but  printed, 
advertifed  ana  fold  like  other  pub¬ 
lications,  without  fear  or  concern. 
Yet  nctwithflsnding  this  continence 
and  temper  difplayed  at  Vienna,  he 
determined  upon  exterminating  that 
nefi:  of  hornets  who  Item  to  have 


wife  a  noted  feminary  for  the  edu-  given  him  fo  much  offence  at  Aut- 
cation  of  youth  ;  but  more  particu-  werp. 

larly  deflined  to  the  training  up  of  A  day  being  accordingly  fitted 
young  men  to  the  epifcopal  duties  for  clearing  that  feminary  of  all  its 
and  functions.  It  deems  that  among  members,  profclfors  as  well  as  feu- 
theie  ftudents  were  feveral  fpirited  dents,  and  for  Uniting  it  entirely  up, 
young  men  of  an  obferving  and  cri-  the  neceffary  military  preparations 
tical  difpofition,  who  ventured  to  were  made  in  the  morn-  vfl^th 
throw  into  the  moil  ridiculous  points  ing  for  fuppoiting  and  " 1 a^l‘  ‘T*'a* 
of  view  ieveral  of  the  contradic-  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  de- 
tions  and  abfurdities  which  were  cree.  Several  pieces  of  cannon  were 
rnoft  confpicuous  in  the  fovereigifs  drawn  out  in  the  open  and  public 
conduct  and  projects ;  while  others,  places,  and  loaded  in  the  view  of 
of  a  more  ferious  caff,  entered  the  people,  while  a  body  of  400  foot 
coolly  and  argumentatively  into  an  fvere  drawn  up  with  mufkets  charged 
examination  and  expofure  of  the  and  bayonets  fixed,  to  cover  the  ar- 
arbitrary  meafures,  by  which  they  tillery.  The  populace,  both  metl 
laid  he  was  aiming  directly  at  the  and  women,  affembled  in  vail  crowd.? 
fubverfion  of  the  religion,  govern-  Upon  the  quays,  and  in  the  great 
ment,  and  conflituion  cf  their  coun-  Iquare,  to  behold  this  hew  and  ex- 
try.  traordinary  fpedtade.  A  people 

It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  nurffd  up  under  the  protection,  of 
any  of  thefe  things  could  be  pre-  laws,  are  difpofed  to  be  iburdy-  in 
ierved  from  the  knowledge  of  a  thofe  matters  which  they  know  to  be 
monarch  polfeifed  of  unbound-  Within  their  fanCtioai ;  we  lieed  make 
ed  power,  confequently  of  un-  no  obfervation  on  the  natural  fullen 
bounded  means  of  gratifying  fpies  obflinacy  df  the  people.  It  is  faid 
and  emiffaries,  and  whofe  peculia-  that  they  were  warned  more  than 
rity  it  befides  was,  to  wifh  to  be  once  to  difperfe,  and  that  they  re¬ 
acquainted  with  all  the  molt  private  plied,  that  they  were  unarmed,  that 

they  neither  ‘  pojTeifed  the  means', 
nor  liad  the  flilalletl  intention  of  of- 


and  trifling  affairs  df  a  great  em- 


p:i 


It  is  true  that: he  had  repeat¬ 


ed  iy  borne  at  Vienna;  and  leaned  Fering  any  offence,  and-  that  they 


to  treat  with  the.utmolt  indifference 
and  contempt,  fuch  fc  verity  of  ccn- 


had  un  undoubted  night,  while  they 
acted  thus  peaceably,  to  walk  or 


fare,  charge,  and  abufe,  as  had  lie-  Hand  in  the  Lreets  as  they  liked. 


Voi,  XXXI 
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The  only  appearance  of  any  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  meafure  in  hand  was  a 
legal  one,  the  reading  of  a  proteft 
a  gain  (i:  it  under  the  fa  action  of  law, 
by  a  notary. 

A  captain  of  grenadiers,  emulous 

x  o  7 

of  the  example  fet  bv  enfign  Wu- 
dietigh, and  hopingto  benefit  equally 
by  the  repetition  of  it,  to  avoid 
racking  his  invention,  in  finding  a 
new  caufe,  pretended  to  have  re- 
t  Peived  exaftly  the  fame  infult  which 
the  former  had  done,  and  inftantly 
threw  in  a  clofe,  regular,  and  much 
more  effectual  fire  upon  the  promif- 
cuoiis  multitude.  Above  forty  men 
and  women  were  faid  to  have  been 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  double 
that  number  lent  wounded  to  the 
hofpital. 

No  words  could  defcribe  the  ge¬ 
neral  horror  which  this  cruel,  cold¬ 
blooded  Slaughter  diffufed  thro’  e- 
very  order  of  the  people, and  in  every 
part  of  the  provinces.  It  is  but  juf- 
tice  to  mankind  likewife  to  obferve, 
that  thefe  cruel  executions,  com¬ 
mitted  upon  a  defenceleis  people, 
by  their  rulers,  in  afeafon  of  peace 
and  the  molt  profound  tranquillity, 
fcarcely  operated  lefsin  exciting  the 
deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  the 
n  dgh bouring  nations,  than  in  pro¬ 
ducing  thefe  effects  upon  the  imme¬ 
diate  Sufferers.  In  the  mean  time 
perfonal  Security  was  now  considered 
as  being  So  precarious  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  that  feveral  of  the  nobi¬ 
lity,  and  a  great  number  of  other. 
Inhabitants  of  distinction  and  pro¬ 
perty,  thought  it  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
vide  in  time  for  their  Safety,  by  re¬ 
tiring  to  Holland,  Liege  and  other 
neighbouring  governments  for  pro- 
tcftion. 

While  the  emperor  could  not 
bring  bhilfelf  to  look  his  fierce  ene¬ 
my  in  the  face,  either  on  the  Da- 
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nube,  or  even  in  defence  of  the  Ban- 
nat,  he  feemed  in  fome  degree  to  re¬ 
ceive  confokition  for  the  ruin  and 
difgrace  which  fell  upon  his  vaft  ar¬ 
mies,  from  the  cheap  triumphs  which 
were  obtained  by  his  favourite  ge¬ 
neral  in  the  Low  Countries.  Hisfer- 
vices  never  failed  to  draw  forth  ap¬ 
probation  and  acknowledgment.  In 
one  of  his  letters,  dated  at  Semlin, 
and  another  at  Weilkirchen,  a  few 
days  before  the  Shameful  rout,  and 
the  havock  made  of  his  army  in  the 
valley  of  Caranfebes  by  the  grand 
vizir,  are  the  following  paSfages.  “  I 
“  perft&ly  approve  of  the  vigorous 
“  manner  in  which  the  troops  repel- 
“  led  infolence  at  Louvain,  arid  yet 
“  more  at  Antwerp  :  they  muft  per- 
“  fever e  in  the  fame  conduct  to  com- 
“  pel  refpeft.” — And  again,  from 
Weilkirchen,  “  I  altogether  kpprove 
“  the  meafures  vou  have  taken  to 
“  crulhthofe  disorders,  and  enforce 
“  refpeCl  to  the  fokiiery.  I  hope, 
“  by  thefe  adts  of  vigour,  and  the 
“  flight  of  the  principal  malecon- 
“  tents,  we  Shall  be  able  finally  to 
“  re-eftablifh  order,” — Is  it  then 
any  wonder,  that  with  fuch  encou¬ 
ragement  and  applaufe  from  a  great 
monarch,  and  accompanied  with  pro- 
feffions  of  the  greateft  friendship, 
couched  in  the  mod:  endearing 
terms,  a  foldier  of  fortune,  without 
other  connexion  or  hope  to  look  to, 
Should  eagerly  wiSji,  and  affiduoufly 
endeavour,  not  only  to  preferve,  but 
to  encreafe  that  favour  and  confi¬ 
dence  ?  or  will  it  be  any  lurpfize  fro 
thofe  acquainted  with  the  world, 
that  fuch  a  man,  So  circumstanced, 
Should  be  little  fcrupulous  about  the 
means  of  attaining  or  prefer ving, 
objects  to  him  of  greater  import¬ 
ance,  than  the  acquisition  of  a  large 
kingdom  would  have  been  to  his 
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Though  .this  was  the  hit  mili¬ 
tary  execution  of  any  great  notice 
which  took  place  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year,  yet  the  rafhncfs  and  violence 
of  government  was  every  day,  and 
in  every  thing  apparent.  Laws 
ivere  repeatedly  declared  to  be  of 
no  avail,  except  in  ordinary  cafes 
between  man  and  man  ;  blit  to  place 
them  in  any  degree  of  oppofition 
to,  or  competition  with,  the  fupreme 
will  or  the  iovereign,  was  confidered 
and  treated  as  a  crime  of  the  fir  ft 
magnitude.  The  fame  principle  was 
extended  to  all  capitulations  and 
compacts,  whether  ancient  or  mo¬ 
dern,  however  ftrongly  confirmed, 
or  folemnly  fworn  to,  and  ratified, 
between  the  foveteigns  and  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  breath  of  the  prefent  em¬ 
peror  was  to  do  or  to  undo  all  things. 
While  he  feemed  difpofed  to  wreak 
all  the  vexation  and  vengeance  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  unexpected  valour  of 
the  Turks,  and  the  difgrace  which 
he  fo  continually  and  feverelv  expe¬ 
rienced  upon  his  unarmed  fubjeCfcs 
in  the  Low  Countries  ;  the  bi Hoops 
and  abbots,  who  bore  fo  great  a  fway 
jn  thefe  provinces,  were  conftantly 
labouring  under  the  apprehenfion 
of  being  ftripped  of  all  their  tem¬ 
poralities,  according  to  the  threats 
continually  thrown  out  by  the  minif- 
ters,  for  their  ftendinefs  in  refilling 
to  fend  their  youth  to  the  feminary 
at  Louvain  •  an  object  which  the 
fovereign  feemed  nearly  to  have  as 
much  at  heart,  as  even  the  fubver- 
fion  of  die  laws  and  civil  rights  of 
the  people.  The  revenues  of  fume 
of  the  abbots  vVeie  already  under  fe~ 
queftration,for  thefpiritand  firmnefs 
which  they  had  lately  fo  eminently 
difplaVed,  as  members  of  the  alfem- 
blies  of  Brabant  and  H'ainanlt,  in 
oppofing  the  arbitrary  decrees  and 
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measures  of  the  fovereLn  :  the  cele- 
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brity  and  popularity  which  they  had 
thus  acquired  by  no  means  tending 
to  procure  any  mitigation  of  the  ri¬ 
gour  of  the  fentence.  Both  thefe 
and  the  other  abbacies,  which  gave 
their  .polLftbrs  feats  in  the  provin¬ 
cial  alfemblies,  although  they  were 
thereby  integral  parts  of  the  confti- 
tution,  legifiature,  and  government 
fifth  e  country,  were  notwithstanding 
all  threatened  with  fpeedy,  and  final 
fuppreifion,  and  connfcation.  The 
largenefs  of  their  eftates  could  leave 
little  room  fo  doubt  of  the  ferious 
intention  which  accompanied  this 
denunciation. 

In  the  mean  time,  thefe  fo  lately 
flouri/hing  and  finding  provinces 
preiented  a  fallen,  Tent,  fettled 
gloomy  melancholy  and  defoair  ap¬ 
pearing  in  every  countenance.  A 
people  of  an  equable  temper  and 
flow  paffions,  are  always  deeply  af- 
feCted  when  at  all  fo.  The  beft  and 
moft  valuable  inhabitants  were  daily 
quitting  the  country;  thofe  whofe  af¬ 
fairs  would  not  permit,  though,  their 
ability  might,  to  adopt  that  mode  of 
fectirity,  under  continual  apprehen¬ 
fion  of  their  perfons  being  feized  by 
fome  arbitrary  and  irreltftible  man¬ 
date,  while  the  prifons  were  already 
filled  with  fuppofed  delinquents,  un¬ 
der  the  loofe  general  charge,  of  be¬ 
ing  inimical  to  the  prefent  govern¬ 
ment  of  fovereign  will.  Foreign  com¬ 
merce,  internal  trade,  and  the  vari¬ 
ous  branches  of  manufacture,  feemed 
1o  totally  annihilated,  as  fcarcelv  to 
leave  a  veftige  behind  that  they  had 
ever  exifted  ;  and  the  only  trades 
that  could  procure  employment, 
were  thofe  that  admmiftered  to  the- 
immediate  neceffitics  of  life.  To 
complete  the  climax  of  misfortune, 
this  iniferable  people  could  not  enter- 

[  O  ]  1  tain 
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tain  even  a  hope  that  their  condi¬ 
tion  w cPu Id  be  bettered;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  expected  every  day  to  pro¬ 
duce  fome  greater  evil  or  calamity 

than  they  had  yet  experienced. 

*■•*•*•** 

The 'important  events  of  the  war 
between  the  great  powers  on  the 
borders  in  Europe  and  Ada,  as  Tv  ell 
as  thofe  connected  with  the  revolu¬ 
tion  in  Holland,  neceffan’y  occa- 
fioned  our  postponing  other  matters, 
which,  though  of  coniidcration/vvere 
not  fo  immediately  intereiiing,  and 
which  would  not  fuffpr  any  diminu¬ 
tion  of  their  value  or  character  by  a 
later  difcuilion.  lire  internal  affairs 
of  Germany  come  within  his  des¬ 
cription where  an  extraordinary 
aft  of  violence  committed  by  one 
prince,  afforded  a  happy  opportu¬ 
nity  to  a  neighbouring  great  fove- 
reign,  of  dignifying  his  reign,  and 
unfolding  his  own  character  with 
great  advantage  to  the  world,  by  an 
act  of  fignal  juftice. 

The  circumftances  were  as  fol¬ 
low’.  The  death  of  the  count  of 
Lippe  Schaumbourg  (a  fovercign 
prince  of  the  empire)  having  taken 
place  on  the  i  5  th  of  February  1787, 
a  too  potent  neighbour,  the  land¬ 
grave  of  Hefle  Caffe! ,  could  not  re¬ 
fit  the  temptation  of  ft  king  the  pof- 
fefiions  of  the  intuit  ion  and  fue- 
ceffor  of  the  late  count.  The  1  ut¬ 
ter  had  appointed  his  widow  to  the 
guardianiliip  oGfa.is  children,  and 
like  wife  to  the  regency  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  during  the  mi¬ 
nority  of  the  young  count.  But  in 
two  days  after  his  death,,  three  Hef- 
lian  regiments  of  infantry,  as  many 
of  cavalry,  with  a  ffrong  body  of 
artillery,  iudaenly  entered  the.de- 
fen celeb's  country,  feized  the  city 
and  caftle  of  Euckefcourg,  and  pof- 
ftfff.d  theinfti  ves  of  the  whole  comi¬ 


ty.  of  Lippe  Schaumbourg.  This 
{mail  principality  contains  two  ci¬ 
ties,  three  towns,  and  feventy-two 
villages. 

Notwithstanding  the  fuddennefs 
of  thi  unexpected  invafion,  the  vi¬ 
gilance  and  celerity  6f  the  faithful 
n.initl  •  and  privy  counfellor  of  the 
late  count,  preferved  not  only  his 
fon,  but  the  archives  of  the  country, 
from  the  hands  and  dtfigns  of  his 
enemies.  With  thefe  treafures  he 
arrived  fafe  at  Minden,  where  the 
dominion  and  protedlion  of  the 
king  of  Huffa  afforded  them  abun¬ 
dant  fecurity  ;  but  the  countefs  was 
laid  and  kept  under  arrefi:  in  her 
own  caftle  ;  while  the  people  were 
obi  T  ed  to  do  homage  and  fwear  al¬ 
legiance  to  their  new  maker,  and  all 
nublip  bulinefs  was  conducted  in  the 
name  of  the  landgrave. 

It  will  not  be  fuppoftd,  in  fuch  s. 
common wealth  as  that  of  Germany, 
where  the  poffefiions  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  Hates,  however  fmall  many  of 
them  may  be,  are,  however,  all  fe- 
cured  and  guaranteed  by  many  ge¬ 
neral  law's  and  functions,  wdiich  bind 
the  whole  to  the  prefervation  of  each 
individual,  that  fo  flagrant  an  out¬ 
rage  would  be  ventured  upon,  with¬ 
out  fome  colour  of  right,  or  pretence 
of  claim.  It  appears  accordingly, 
that  the  anceflor  of  the  late  count, 

’  by  marrying  a  woman  of  inferior 
rank, (a  circumftance  which  is  placed 
■in  a  degree  of  confideration  by  the 
Germans,  pe  haps  without  example 
among  any  other  people  excepting  the 
Gentoo  calls)  afforded  fome  occafion, 
or  at  leaff  preten  e,  for  this  exertion 
of  violence  :  the  landgrave  infilling 
that  the  def  endants  of  this  mar¬ 
riage  being  illegitimate,  the  fief  wms 
become  vacant,  and  likewife,  that  it 
reverted,  in  that  cafe,  to  the  houfe 
of  Helle ;  a  quefiion  which,  perhaps, 

would 
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would  have  admitted  of  as  tedious 
a  litigation  as  that  of  illegitimacy. 

It  happened,  however,  unluckily 
for  the  claim  of  the  landgrave, 
that  the  queftion  relative  to  the  va¬ 
lidity  ol  this  marriage  had  formerly, 
and  near  the  time,  bepn  much  con- 
tcftcd,  and  that  it  had  been  fully 
confirmed,  and  the  legitimacy  of 
the  blue  accordingly  eftablifhed  by 
the  fcparate  decrees  of  two  of  the 
luperior  tribunals  of  the  empire, 
which  were  each  rompetent  to  the 
purpofe.  But  though  this  proce¬ 
dure  might  not  well  bear  the  teft 
cf  examination  with  refpett  to  its 
morality  and  juib’ce,  the  defign  was 
certainly  notili  laid,  when  tried  by 
the  rules  of  that  policy  which  looks 
only  to  advantage.  For  if  no  fupe- 
rior  power  had  interpofed  to  five 
them  by  an  act  of  fummary  juftice, 
it  may  be  eafily  feen  what  the  fitu- 
ation  of  a  poor  exiled  family  would 
have  been,  rendered  more  helplefs 
by  a  long  minority,  involved  in  an 
endlefs  litigation,  with  a  very  pow¬ 
erful,  and  at  leaft,  one  of  the 
rich  eft  princes  of  the  empire  ; 
while  the  very  means  which  Iliould 
have  fupported  them  in  the  defence 
of  their  rights,  were  in  the  hands  of 
their  enemy,  and  applied  to  their 
fubverfion.  For  it  is  to  be  obferved 
that  the  great  tribunals  of  the  em¬ 
pire  are  fo  flow  in  their  forms, 
and  dilatory  in  their  proceedings, 
that  a  law-fuit  is  at  this  time  de¬ 
pending,  upon  a  queftion  of  terri¬ 
torial  right,  between  a  great  and 
a  fnialler  family,  which  commenced 
above  two  hundred  years  ago  ;  the 
former  having  been  the  whole  time 
in  poffdlion  of  the  litigated  objett, 
which  it  gained  in  the  hrft  inftance 
by  force. 

The  violence  and  apparent  injus¬ 
tice  of  the  prefent  affair,  caufead  a 
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very  general  fenfation  of  pity  for 
the  orphan  and  his  diftrefted family, 
and'  of  diflike  to  toe  oppreffor, 
throughout  Germany.  The  Anil? 
council  took  up  the  bufinefs  with 
fpir-it,  and  iifued  a  decree,  ftrongly 
condemning  the  wrong,  and  ordain¬ 
ing  reftitution  to  be  forthwith  made 
to  the  injured  family.  But  as  the 
efficacy  of  their  decrees  depended 
upon  the  fupport  they  received  from 
the  emperor,  and  every  bqdv  knew 
he  was  too  deeply  involved  in 
i  hemes  of  foreign  ambition,  to 
think  it  at  all  convenient  to  embroil 
liifhfelf  at  home,  especially  with  fo 
powerful  a  prince  as  the  landgrave, 
rendered  ilill  more  formidable  from 
his  being  a  principle  member  of  the 
G ef man  confe  d  eracy ,  an d  u n ft e d  fo 
clofely  as  he  was  with  the  two  king- 
electors  of  Brandenburgh  and  Ha¬ 
nover,  the  hope  of  any  near  effeft 
to  be  produced  by  their  interference 
was  weak  indeed. 

If  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  not 
confuked  juftice  more  than  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  intereft  and  a  narrow  po¬ 
licy,  he  not  only  would  have  had 
a  difagrc'eable  card  to  play,  but  his 
fanflion  to  the  wrong  would,  in  all 
human  probability,  the  prefent  pof- 
ture  of  public  affairs  in  Germany 
conlidered,  have  rendered  it  irre¬ 
vocable,  or  at  leaft  have  occaftoned 
the  affair  to  be  left  open  for  the  de- 
cifion  of  a  future  age,  while  the  poor 
family  were  expofed  to  every  de¬ 
gree  of  ruin  and  diftrefs.  The 
landgrave  was  his  kinfman,  clofe 
friend  and  ally  ;  and  bis  allianca,  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  political  views  which 
directed  the  conduct  rathe  court  of 
Berlin,  appeared  to  be  of  great  im¬ 
portance  ;  while  the  protection  of  a 
weak  family,  and  the  preservation 
of  a  final  1  principality,  could  an- 
L  D  ]  3  Ever 
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fwer  no  immediate  political  purpofe 
whatever. 

The  king  of  Pruifia,  however,  took 
a  nobler  part.  He  facrificed  all  in- 
terefied  .views  to  the  principles  of 
juilice,  and  to  the  generous  defire 
of  fuccourjng  the  opprelfed.  The 
elector  of  Hanover,  who,  both  as 
king  and  elector,  was  (till  more  in¬ 
timately  united  with  the  landgrave, 
took  like  wife  the  fame  dlfinterefted 
part.  The  firfl  had  a  legal  fanbtion 
for  his  interference  to  prevent  wrong 
and  injury,  both  as  chief  of  the  cir 
cle  of  Weftphalia,  and  as  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  circle  of  the  lower 
Rhine  ;  arid  he  was  called  upon  in 
thefe  capacities,  but  only  in  general 
terms,  by  the  decree  of  the  Auiic 
council  and  the  emperor  The 
landgrave,  finding  himfelf  thus  op- 
pofed  by  his  clofeft  friends  and  moil 
powerful  aides,  found  it  neceffary  to 
abandon  his  fcheme.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  withdrew  his  troops  out  of  the 
country  in  the  beginning  of  April, 
reftoring  every  thing  to  the  flats 
they  had  found  it  ;  while  in  a  let¬ 
ter,  at  the  fame  time,  to  Berlin,  he 
attributed  this  condefcenfion  en¬ 
tirely  to  his  friend ilu p  for  the  king, 
and  the  regard  he  paid  to  his  medi¬ 
ation  ;  but  referving  his  own  rights 
for  future  legal  diicuflion.  Great 
delicacy  was  obferved  with  re  Ip  eft 
to  the  landgrave’s  feelings,  in  the 
account  of  this  tranfaftipn,  publiilied 
by  authority  at  Berlin  ;  the  king’s 
mediation  being  attributed  rather 
more  to  his  fritndiliip  for  the  houfe 
of  Htife,  than  to  an  attention  to  the 
difcharge  of  his  official  duties  ;  and 
the  family  whom  he  had  fo  effec¬ 
tually  protebted  not  being  at  all 
mentioned, 

A  great  'contefl  took  place  in  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1787, 
between  the  elebtor  of  Cologne  and 


the  pope’s  nuncio.  The  latter,  it 
appears,  hadiffuedan  extraordinary 
ill-timed  and  imprudent  mandate, 
(to  fay  nothing  of  any  right,  real  or 
pretended,  by  which  it  might  be 
fupported)  declaring  all  difpenfa- 
tions  for  marriages  granted  by  the 
debtor  to  be  null,  ancl  the  marriages 
void.  This  infult  and  injury  excited 
in  a  high  degree  the  indignation 
and  refentment  of  the  prince  elec¬ 
tor,  who  accordingly  iffued  a  decree, 
flribtlv  forbidding  his  clergy,  and 
particularly  the  pariili  rectors,  from 
paying  the  finable fl  regard  to  the 
mandates  or  letters  of  the  Roman 
prelate,  whom  he  defcribes  as  a  fo¬ 
reign  bijhop ,  affuming  the  title  of  nun¬ 
cio  from  the  holy  fee  to  Cologne  ;  and 
farther,  not  to  obey  any  brief,  bull, 
or  difpenfation  whatever,  unlefs 
coming  directly  from  himfelfi— ~The 
meafure  that  brought  forth  this  de¬ 
cree  feemecl  the  lefs  defensible  in 
the  nuncio,  as,  befides  the  other  pe¬ 
culiar  circumflances  of  the  times, 
which  rendered  fuch  a  flep  not  only 
imprudent  but  dangerous,  the  Ger¬ 
man  archbifhops,  as  a  body,  were 
already  involved  in  a  violent  contefl 
with  the  fovereign  pontiff,  relative 
to  feveral  real  or  fuppofed  invalions 
of  their  archiepifcopal  rights  :  they 
had  appealed  from  his  decifions  to 
the  Auiic  council,  which  would  have 
been  once  deemed  a  moil  unpar¬ 
donable  offence ;  were  eager  in  their 
demands  for  the  holding  of  a  na¬ 
tional  eclefiailical  council,  in  order 
to  reclaim  and  confirm  the  rights  of 
the  Germanic  church  ;  and  fliewed 
many  unequi  vocal  figns  of  their  dif- 
pofition  to  ihake  off  entirely  all  de- 
pendance  on  the  court  of  Rome.  The 
nuncio,  inhis  conduct,  feemed totally 
inattentive  to  thefe  alarming  circum¬ 
flances  ;  but  it  has  been  an  old  ob- 
fcrvation,  confirmed  by  the  experi¬ 
ence 
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once  of  many  centuries,  that  as  foon 
as  the  Italian  prelates  have  crofted 
the  Alps,  armed  with  any  powers 
from  that  court,  thev  feem  meta- 
iuorphofed  into  a  new  order  of  men, 
and  have  been  more  frequently  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  pride,  aftlwnption,  and 
arrogance,  than  by  any  difpolition 
to  condefcenfion  or  conciliation. 

The  difpofition  or  example  of 
the  elector  could  have  no  great  ef¬ 
fect  in  producing  the  liberal  mea- 
fure  in  favour  of  the  proteftants, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  free  and 
imperial  city  of  Cologne,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1787.  For 
that  city  is  fo  nearly  a  republic, 
that  the  authority  of  the  electors  is, 
in  effect,  more  nominal  than  real  ; 
while  an  extreme  jealoufy  of  privi¬ 
leges  on  the  one  fide,  and  fome  dif¬ 
pofition  to  fupport  or  renew  old 
claims  on  the  other  has  rather  ge¬ 
nerally  tended  to  nouriili  diflike 
than  to  eflablifli  any  great  degree 
of  cordiality  between  the  parties  ;  a 
Stronger  teftimony  of  which  needs 
not  to  be  given,  than  that  though 
the  electors  poifefs  two  palaces  in 
that  city,  they  fcarcely  ever  retide 
there. 

This  city  has,  from  the  days  of 
the  reformation,  been  generally  held 
among  the  foremoft  in  Germany, 
with  refpedt  to  religious  prejudice 
and  bigotry;  the  ipirit  of  intoler¬ 
ance  being  To  ftrong  among  the 
people,  that  it  produced  a  ferious 
and  alarming  difpute  between  them 
and  the  frit  king  of  PrulTia,  from 
their  refuting  to  his  ambaifador  the 
exercife  of  the  proteftant  rites  in  his 
own  houfe.  The  proteftants  in  Co¬ 
logne,  were  notwithftanding,  more 
numerous  than  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  and  much  more  considerable 
than  numerous  ;  for,  being ccmpofed 
of  merchants  and  men  of  bufinefs, 


and  thefe  infinitely  more?  adtive  and 
induftrious  than  the  natives,  almoft: 
the  whole  commerce  of  that  great 
trading  city  was  conducted  by  them. 
But  they  had  ever  experienced  great 
inconvetiiencies  and  difficulties  with 
refpedt  to  the  performance  of  their 
religious  duties ;  they  being  obliged 
to  crofs  the  Rhine,  and  go  to  Mu!- 
heim  in  the  palatinate,  at  about  half 
a  dozen  miles  diftance,  for  that  pujr- 
pofe.  Nor  were  they  lefs  perplexed 
with  refpect  to  their  children,  whom 
they  were  obliged  to  fend  ftill  far¬ 
ther  from  home  for  their  educa¬ 
tion. 

Some  conftderable  change  in  the 
temper  of  t  he  people  muft  undoubt¬ 
edly  have  now  taken  place,  and 
fome  unufually  favourable  difpofi¬ 
tion  been  obferved  in  the  magiftrate$ 
and  rulers,  which  induced  the  pro¬ 
teftants  to  folicit  a  redrefs,  the  ac- 
quifition  of  which  had  ever  been 
deemed  hopelefs.  A  memorial 
figned  by  about  70  of  the  principal 
proteftants,  was  prefented  to  the 
magiftracy,  requeuing  permiftion  to, 
build  a  houfe  of  prayer  for  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  their  worfhip,  with  leave  to 
erect  an  adjoining  building  for  their 
fchools,  and  a  houfe  for  the  minifter. 
The  petition  was  not  only  moft  gra- 
cioufly  received,  but  this  long  wiftied 
and  little  hoped  for  favour  was, 
without,  delay,  and  with  the  beft 
grace  poftiblc,  granted  in  its  full  ex¬ 
tent.  The  pbligation  was  rendered 
ftill  more  grateful,  by  the  principal 
Roman  Catholics  of  the  citv  com- 

J 

ing  in  a  body  to  congratulate  the 
proteftants,  and  expmling  the  ut- 
moft  fatisfadtion  at  their  fucccfs. 

The  high  reputation  which  the 
new  king  of  Pruftia  acquired,  by  the 
vigour  and  wifd-om  which  he  dis¬ 
played  in  fettling  and  reftoring  the 
affairs  of  Holland,  was  in  no  degree 
[D  J  4  impaired 
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impaired  by  his  fubfequent  political 
conduit  through  the  courfe  of  the 
year  1788.  The  general  affairs  of 
Europe,  as  well  as  his  own  particu¬ 
lar  fi relation,  required  every  exertion 
of  {kill  and  dexterity,  along  with  the 
greateft  refolution,  ability  and  judg¬ 
ment,  which  the  moft  con  hamate 
politician,  and  even  his  great  pre- 
dec  effor  could  have  difplayed.  For 
the  combination,  now  carrying  into 
aft,  of  tv/o  of  the  moft  ambitious, 
as  well  as  moft  potent  powers  of  the 
univerfe,  though  immediately  di¬ 
rected  to  the  fubyerfion  of  a  remote, 
and  what  is  called  infidel  empire,  in 
which  the  chriftian  world  did  not 
leem  much  interefted,  yet  was  preg¬ 
nant  with conhequences,' which  might 
be  capable  of  holding  out  alarm  and 

J  O 

danger,  in  a'lefs  or  greater,  degree, 
to  every  ft  ate  in  Europe. 

It  was  a  lingular  circumftance 
attending  this  extraordinary  ftate  of 
things,  that  the  embarraffment  and 

O  - 

conferment  ftate  of  weaknefs  of 
France,  which,  at  almoft  any  other 
period  within  two"  centuries,  would 
have  been  confidered  as  equivalent 
to  holding  out  the  olive  branch  to 
the  reft  of  Europe,  was  at  the  pre~ 
lent  day,  highly  unfavourable  to  the 
profpect  of  preserving  the  public 
tranquillity,  of  maintaining  lame 
reafonable  degree  of  equilibrium  be¬ 
tween  the  feveral  parts,  and  confe- 
qupritly  of  affording  fecurity  to  the 
weaker  ftate s.  For,  the  dreams  of 
univerfal  dominion  being  long  fince 
vaniihed  in  France,  the  ftrength 
and  refources  of  that  powerful  king¬ 
dom  in  its  better  and  ufual  ftate, 
would  have  formed  an  infuperable 
barrier  to  the  weft  of  Europe, 
a  gain  ft  the  unaccountable  alliance, 
and  headlong  ambition,  of  the  two 
imperial  courts  ;  and  Tie  would, 
befidcs,  have  communicated  fuch  a 


degree  of  fupport  to  the  centre, 
as  would  have  reftrained  their  hof- 
tile  views  to  thofe  countries  wnic* 
had  the  misfortune  of  being  more 
immediately  within  their  grafp,  as 
Poland,  and  perhaps  the  northren 
kingdoms.  But  as  things  flood  at 
prefen f,  the  great  point  of  political 
danger  feemed  to  be,  that  the  eai- 
tern  empires  would  overwhelm  and 
crufli  the  central  and  weftern  parts 
of  Europe. 

The  debilitated  ftate  of  France 
confequently  rendered  the  fituation 
of  the  king  of  .Pruffia  much  more 
arduous  than  it  othcrwiie  would 
have  been.  As  Poland  was  in  no 
degree  to  be  confidered  as  a  bar¬ 
rier,  but  rather  as  an  open  road, 
fumi Hied  with  excellent  accommo¬ 
dations  of  every  fort  for  the  fup¬ 
port  of  an  advancing  enemy,  f  >  it 
might  be  laid  that  he  was  environ¬ 
ed  on  every  fide  by  the  dominions 
of  thefe  two  vaft  empires,  from 
whofe  joint  ambition  and  tire  par¬ 
ticular  animofity  of  one,  he  had  lo 
much  to  apprehend.  Their  1  uceefs 
in  the  fubveriion  of  the  Ottoman 
empire,  behdes  the  addition  it  made 
to  their  power  he  well  knew  would 
opperate  as  a  frefli  ftimulous  to  their 
ambition,  and  excite  them  to  far¬ 
ther  fchemes  of  conqueft  and  par¬ 
tition.  Poland  muft  fall  of  courfe, 
and  his  dominions,  along  with  thole 
of  the  other  members  of  the  Gernia  - 
nicbody,  would  be  inclofed  within  a 
narrow  circle,  and  open  on  every 
fide  to  attack. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  this  peri¬ 
lous  ftate  of  things,  it  feemed  too 
hazardous  a  meafure  to  enter  into 
a  direft  war  in  fupport  of  the 
Turk,  without  any  other  alliance 
than  that  afforded  by  fo  weak  and 
unftable  a  government  as  the  Porte 
has  long  been.  It  was  hrlt  necef- 

far* 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [5? 


fa ry  to  endeavour,  if  poffible,  to 
form  fuch  a  weftern  alliance,  as 
might  be  fome  counterpoife  to  the 
eaftern  confederacy.  The  mari¬ 
time  powers,  though  farther  re¬ 
moved  from  and  leis  expofed  to 
the  corifequences,  of  the  ambitious 
dciigns  of  the  combined  empires, 
were,  however,  very  far  from  being 
indifferent  tq  their  progrefs.  '1  he 
mutual  concert  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  PrulSa,  in  adjufting  the 
affairs  of  Holland,  opened  the  way 
to  a  farther  communion  of  fenti- 
ments  and  interefts.  That  king,  as 
eledtor  of  Hanover,  and  a  member 
of  the  Germanic  league,  was  al¬ 
ready,  fo  far,  united  with  Pruffia  ; 
while  the  clofe  connection  between 
t  he  latter  and  the  ftadtholder,  along 
with  the  general  influence  which 
he  had  acquired  in  Holland,  faci¬ 
litated  greatly  the  dehgn  of  form¬ 
ing  a  jundtion  between  the  three 
powers. 

It  was  undoubtedly  upon  thefe 
grounds  that  the  king  of  Pruliia 
wfited  Holland  in  the  hummer  of 
i  m88,  where  that  triple  alliance 
Was  formed,  which  bound  Great 
Britain,  Pruffia,  and  the  republic 
together,  in  the  clofeft  bands  of 
amity,  as  well  as  to  reciprocal 
fuccour,  and  defence.  ’I  hough 
thefe  treaties  were  purely  defensive 
in  the  letter,  it  was  not  difficult  to 
lbe,  that  in  their  fpirit,  they  were 
convertible  to  fuch  purpofes  as  the 
mutual  political  interefts  of  the 
contracting  parties  might  dictate. 
Scroiwlv  fortified  by  this  league, 
t ; ? e  king  of  Pruffia  did  not  helitate 
to  adopt  every,  means  fhort  of 
actual  war,  to  impede  the  clefigns 
and  progrefs  of  the  combined  em¬ 
pires  againft  the  Ottomans.  The 
full  effect  of  the  new  alliance 
(which  wc  have  already  fully 


fliewn)  was  a  great  one,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  vexatious  to  Ruflia.  It 
was  that  vigorous  meafure,  in 
which  Great  Britain  bore  fo  emi¬ 
nent  a  part,  by  which  the  invafion 
of  Sweden  by  the  Danes  was  re¬ 
frained,  their  further  cot  operation 
with  Ruflia  prevented,  and  Den¬ 
mark  unwillingly  obliged  to  adopt 
a  ftridt  neutrality  for  the  remainder 
of  the  war.  It  has  fmce  been  uni- 
verfally  believed,  if  not  certainly 
known,  that  the  court  of  Berlin 
had  no  fmall  fhare  in  the  war 
undertaken  by  the  king  cf  Swe¬ 
den  againft  Ruffia  ;  whofe  attack, 
on  the  fide  of  Finland  would  have 
embarraffed  her  more,  and  pro¬ 
bably  have  produced  more  imme¬ 
diately  dangerous  confequences, 
than  any  other.-  foreign  affair  hi 
which  fire  has  for  a  long  period 
cf  years  been  involved,  it  it  had 
not  been  for  thofe  infidious  in¬ 
trigues,  by  which  ftie  had  already  fo 
effectually  debauched  the  Swedifb 
army  and  nobility,  as  to  render 
the  very  exiftence  of  that  king  a 
matter  of  the  utmoffc  hazard. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  upon  the 
fame  principle  ®f  policy  which 
guided  his  eondudt  in  thefe  matters, 
was  Ukewife  playing  a  great  game 
on  the  fide  of  Poland.  We  have 
heretofore  iliewn,  that  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  application  to  the  actual  go¬ 
verning  powers  of  that  republic, 
to  permit  his  tnoops  to  march  as. 
occafio.n  might  require  through  its. 
territories,  was  civilly  refufed  upon 
two  diftindt  grounds ;  one,  that  no 
authority  1  els  than  that  of  the 
diet,  could  grant  the  paffage  of  the 
troops  ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  that 
the  condition  of  the  country  did 
not  admit  of  its  fparing  cither  pro- 
viflons  or  forage. 

Though  this  refufal  v/as  effec¬ 
tive 
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tive  with  refpeCt  to  the  emperor, 
fuch,  if  it  had  been  given,  could 
have  no  operation  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Ruffians.  Their  troops  had  been 
too  long  ufed  to  ravage  the  country 
at  difcretion,  and  their  lowed  fubal- 
terns  for  too  many  years  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  exercffing  the  mod  arbitrary 
and  cruel  fway,  to  have  it  now  ex¬ 
pected  that  they  diould  pay  any 
regard  to  diplomatic  forms,  or  to 
claims  of  territorial  right.  They 
had  accordingly  formed  vad  maga¬ 
zines  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  without  the  trouble  of 
enquiring  whether  the  wants  of 
the  people  were  real  or  fictitious, 
and  their  troops  traverfed  it  in  all 
directions,  with  as  little  ceremony 
as  their  own  provinces. 

In  the  mean  time  the  1  offer 
factions  in  which  the  Foies  were 
ufually  divided,  feemed  now  to 
be  abforbed  in  two  great  ones ; 
the  Ruffian,  to  which  the  court 
adhered,  and  the  country  party. 
The  latter  was  the  more  numerous, 
and  their  avowed  objects  were  to. 
recover  the  ancient  independence 
of  the  republic,  confequently  to 
ilia  he  of  all  foreign  induence  and 
interference  whatever  in  their 
councils  and  proceedings,  to  give 
effeCt  to  this  dedgn  by  the  eda- 
bliilirnent  of  fuch  a  military  force 
as  ffiould  command  rdpccl  with 
their  neighbours,  and  finally,  fo 
far  as  it  could  yet  be  done,  to  life 
all  podible  means  for  recovering 
the  ancient  fplendour  and  glory  of 
their  country.  This  a  proud  peo- 
pie  naturally  fighecl  for  ;  and  it  is 
eafily  feen,  that  the  views  of  this 
party  were  direCtly  inimical  to.  the 
intereft  and  views  of  Ruffia. 

'The  Pruffian  fovereign  did  not 
neglect  to  fend  a  number  of  able 
I  emiffaries  (modly  officers)  into 


Poland,  to  lupport  and  confirm  this 
ipirit.  Writings  were  now  every 
day  publifhed,  of  an  unufually  bold 
tendency,  calling  upon  the  Poles, 
by  every  thing  that  could  affect 
their  paffions,  to  fhakc  off  that 
ignominious  foreign  yoke,  which 
had  fo  long  been  the  difgrace  and 
ruin  of  the  country  ;  to.  remem¬ 
ber  riie  glorious  deeds  of  their  an- 
cedors,  and  the  fplendid  dation 
which  they  held  among  the  greated 
nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  either  to 
recover  their  independency,  or  to 
peri ili  with  their  fwords  in  their 
hands  like  brave  men,  in  the  ge¬ 
nerous  endeavour.  Thefe  publica¬ 
tions  operating  upon  the  recollection 
and  immediate  feelings  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  accalioned  a  violent  ferment 
in  the  nation  ;  and  it  was  evident, 
that  the  want  of  means,  and  of 
forne  confpicuous  leader,  were  the 
only  redraints  upon  a  great  majo¬ 
rity,  from  having  immediate  re- 
ccurfe  to  arms. 

In  this  date  of  temper  and  things, 
which  could  not  but  produce  a 
great  effeCt  upon  the  elections,  the 
diet  was  opened  in  the  beginning 
of  October  1788.  The  oppofite 
parties  had  each  its  favourite  ob~ 
jeCt  in  view,  the  fuccefs  or  failure 
of  which  mud  in  a  great  mealure, 
if  not  entirely,  govern  the  future 
proceedings  of  the  diet.  The 
court  party  wanted  to  draw  the 
bands  of  alliance  and  guaranty  with 
Ruffia  (which  fearcely  feemed  pof- 
fible)  freighter  than  they  had  been 
before,  by  a  new  treaty  of  alli¬ 
ance,  accompanied  with  a  new 
guaranty.  This  was  regarded  with 
abhorrence  by  the  independent 
party,  who  attributed  all  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  the  country,  all  the 
cruel  ravage  and  devaftation  which 
if  had  undergone  for  fo  many  years, 

to 
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to  chat  fatal  connection.  To  that, 
they  laid,  Poland  owed  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  her  principal  nobility,  not 
only  ia  the  held,  but  by  private 
execution  under  the  viteft  hands ; 
while  others  peridiecl  (till  more 
miferably,  in  difuial  dungeons  un¬ 
der  the  niolf  inhuman  treatment, 
and  many  were  dill  probably  lin¬ 
gering  out  their  lives  in  thofe  hor¬ 
rible  ardtic  deferts,  where,  diut  out 
for  ever  from  the  habitable  world, 
and  lod  to  all  knowledge  of  their 

o  u  - 

friends  and  country,  exidence  is 
xhe  mod  cruel  of  all  pimidiments. 
All  thefe  calamities,  they  faicl,  the 
recolledion  of  which  chilled  the 
blood  in  their  veins,  proceeded 
entirely  from  the  infidious  friend- 
iliip  of  Ruffia,  and  her  interfer¬ 
ence,  under  that  pretence,  in  their 
government  and  internal  concerns. 
This  party  therefore  widied  a  clofe 
alliance  with  Pruffia,  as  the  only 
power  which  could  enable  them 
to  ilaake  off  the  Ruffian  defpotiim, 
and  to  relume  their  ancient  inde¬ 
pendency.  But  in  the  word  that 
could  happen,  and  fuppofmg  the 
views  of  the  court  of  Berlin  to  be 
as  intereded  as  thofe  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  dill  a  connection  with  a 
humane  and  civilized  people,  and 
with  a  fovereign  who,  being  more 
nearly  connected  with  the  great 
European  republic,  mud,  even  from 
political  motives,  pay  fome  regard, 
at  lead  to.  the  appearances  of  right 
and  jiidice,  would  be  preferable  to 
rjie  unfuderable  indolence,  and  the 
Uwlefs  defpotifm  which  they  had 
fa  long  endured. 

The  fcheme  for  the  new  treaty 
being  announced,  though  not  ab- 
folutely  laid  before  the  diet,  by  the 
king,  Stackclberg,  the  Ruffian  mi¬ 
lder,  and  the  leading  members 
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of  that  party,  it  was  eaffiiy  feen, 
from  the  reception  the  propofal 
received,  that  it  would  meet  with  a 
violent  opposition.  The  court  of 
Peterfhurgh  had  already  commu¬ 
nicated  the  defign  tq  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  who  totally  difapproved  of 
it,  among  other  reafons,  for  its 
apparent  futility,  Rtiffia  baling 
long  iince  affumed  the  office  of 
guarantee  to  the  fecurity  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  dominions  cf  Poland,  in  as  full 
a  manner  as  die  could  do  by  any 
new  treaty  ;  but,  that  if,  notwith- 
danding,  die  diould  dill  continue 
to  think  a  new  alliance  neceffiary  tq 
Poland,  he  diould  at  the  fame  time 
propofe  a  renewal  of  the  old  trea¬ 
ties  which  had  long  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  Pruffim  and  the  republic,  as 
lie  did  not  take  a  lefs  part  than  any 
other  power  in  the  prefervation  of 
that  neighbouring  date. 

Thefird  bufwefs  of  confequence 
in  the  diet  was,  that  great  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  army,  from  20,000 
to  60, coo  men,  which  was  brought 
forward  by ,  the  country  party. 
This  was  violently  oppofed  by  the 
Ruffian  minider,  who  infided  that 
it  was  a  direfl  infraction  of  the  trea¬ 
ties  and  alliance  between  the  re¬ 
public  and  that  power  ;  for  that 
.Ruffia  was  not  only  guarantee  to 
the  dominions  of  Poland,  but  that 
die  was  likewife  gurantee  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  was  fettled  at  that 
period,  in  the  year  1775  >  t^ia- 
no  alteration  could  take  place,  nor 
innovation  be  admitted  in  it,  with¬ 
out  her  con  lent.  This  reprefen- 
tation,  however,  met  with  no  fmaU 
degree  of  ridicule,  if  not  of  con¬ 
tempt,  as  if  all  dates  were  not 
competent  to  the  reform  or  im¬ 
provement  of  ^h.eir  own  govern¬ 
ment, 
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mcnt,  without  confulting  the  opi¬ 
nion  or  afking  the  leave  of  foreign¬ 
ers  for  fo  doing. 

OS.  ,  2th.  /rhe  fPeecly  arrival 
01  a  memorial  trora 

the  king  of  Pruffia,  foon  afforded 
new  matter  of  deliberation  and 
difcuffion  to  the  diet.  In  this 
piece  the  king  o'bferves,  that  if  the 
prop  af ed  new  alliance  has  not  for 
its  object  the  prefervation  of  the 
Pates  of  Poland,  he  cannot  fee  its 
irebe  fifty  or  utility  ;  but  this  can¬ 
not  be  the  objeeft,  as  the  fafety  of 
Poland  is  already  as  fully  guaran¬ 
tied  by  the  former  treaties  as  it  can 
be  by  any  new  ones  ;  and,  as  it  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed  that  the  emprefs 
of  Ruffia  finds  it  neceifary  farther 
to  reftrain  herfelf,  or  her  ally  the 
emperor,  againlf  any  infrabllon  of 
them,  it  plainly  follows  that  fuch 
a  defign  is  imputed  to  himfelf,  and 
that  this  alliance  is  directed  againft 
him. 

That  he  cannot  therefore  but 
object  to,  and  prbteft  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms  againft  the  faid  alliance,  as 
tending  to  break  the  good  harmony 
eitallii'hed  between  Pruftia  and 
Poland  by  the  niofr  folemn  trea¬ 
ties. 

Blit  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
fhould'be  faid,  that  the  term  common 
enemy ,  held  out  in  the  propofal  for 
this  alliance,  was  intended  to  firm?- 
fy  the  Otto  ill  an  Porte,  and  it  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  directed  againft  that  pow¬ 
er,  the  king  could  riot  avoid,  out  of 
fnendiliip  for  the  republic,  to  re- 
prele'nt,  that  the  Porte  having,  ever 
fmee  the  conciufion  of  the  peace  of 
Carlowits,  inviolably  obferved  and 
religioufly  fulfilled  all  the  terms  of 
that  treaty,  and  having  not,  even  in 
all  die  violence  of  the  prefent  war, 
once  Infringed  her  territorial  rights, 
it  would  not  only  be  an  aet  oi  the 
bigheft  injuftice,  but  attended  with 


the  moft  dangerous  confeqdeiiees, 
both  to  the  eftates  of  the  republic, 
arid'  to  thofe  of  the  king;  himfelf, 
which  werefo  clofely  involved  with 
them,  it  ilie  were  to  contract  alli¬ 
ances  which  muft  oblige  the  Porte 
to  conllder  Poland  as  an  enemy  ;  for 
that  no  enlightened  citizen  of  Po¬ 
land  could  avoid  feeing  at  once, 
how  Tfficult  and  impoffible  it  would 
be  to  defend  his  country  againft  an 
enemy  fo  near,  fo  formidable,  and 
fo  unruly. 

The  king  feemed  to  approve  of 
the  augmentation  of  the  anriv,  and 
to  acknowledge  the  prop’ Tty  of  the 
republic’s  placing  its  forces  upon  a 
refpectable  footing ;  but  he  expreffed 
ftrong  apprehenftoris  that  this  mea- 
fure  might  be  converted  into  an  in- 
ftrument  for  forwarding  that  alii- 

•  o 

ance  and  war  which  he  had  depre¬ 
cated,  and  of  involving  the  repub¬ 
lic  in  thofe  grievous  confequences 
which  he  had  foreboded. 

He  fcarcely  applies  himfelf  lefs 
to  the  patriotic  citizens  at  large 
than  to  the  king,  or  even  the  diet, 
in  different  parts  of  the  memorial  ; 
and  in  the  conciufion,  calls  fpeci- 
fically  upon  all  the  true  patriots  and 
good  citizens  of  Poland  to  unite 
with  him,  and  to  prevent,  by  their 
union  and  wife  meafures,  the  immi¬ 
nent  dangers  with  which  their  coun¬ 
try  was  menaced.  The  king  con¬ 
cludes  with  an  affurance,  that  he 
will  grant  them  every  neceifary  af- 
fiftance,  and  the  moft  powerful  fuc~ 
cours,  for  maintaining  the  inde- 
penclence,  liberty,  and  feciiritv  of 
Poland. 

If  Ruffia  had  not  been  involv¬ 
ed  as  fire  was  at  prefent,  this  memo¬ 
rial  would  have  been  confidered, 
and  would  have  immediately  operat¬ 
ed,  as  a  declaration  of  war.  Every 
politician  who  knew  and  confider¬ 
ed  the  affairs  of  that  empire,  muft 

have 
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have  leers,  that  Hie  was  nowfuftain- 
ing  a  more  eiiential  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  Poland,  tlian  any  benefits  me 
was  likely  to  derive  from  her  Otto¬ 
man  conquefts  could  in  any  degree 
fupply. 

m  the  mean  time  the  decree  for 
trie  augmentation  of  the  army  to 
60,000  men,  and  it  practicable  to 
100,000,  was  carried  with  an  una¬ 
nimity  unequalled  in  the  annals  of 
Poland  ;  and  fo  high  was  the  public 
fpirit,  that  all*  the  orders  of  the 
Hate,  not  excepting  the  clergy,  gave 
up  their  peculiar  exemptions,  and 
agreed  to  a  general  cefs  on  their 
lands,  to  fupport  the  expence  of 
that  meafure.  In  the  fame  fpirit  a 
public  fubf.ription  was  opened  and 
liberally  fupported,  but  the  contri¬ 
butions  were  more  in  kind  than  in 
money,  though  equally  ufeful ;  the 
people  giving  thofe  helps  which 
bell  fuited  their  circumftances,  as 
corn,  other  provifions,  horfes,  oxen, 
carriages,  military  ftores,  and  men. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  difpofition 
now  fo  apparently  prevalent  in  the 
diet,  prevented  the  project  for  the 
"new  alliance  with  Ruflia  frpm  being 
at  all  brought  forward. 

The  anfwer  to  the  Friulian  memo¬ 
rial,  though  fully  exprefiive  of  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  kind,  neighbourly,  and 
generous  offers  made  by  the  king, 
and  of  his  friendly  difpofitions  to 
the  republic,  was,  however,  conceiv¬ 
ed  and  fupported  with  dignity  :  nor 
did  it  feem  thatfome  of  the  implica¬ 
tions  contained  in  the  memorial,  as 
if  they  had  any  difpoiition  to  adopt 
the  meafures  therein  objected  to, 
were  entirely  relifiied  by  the  diet. 
They  Hie  wed  that  the  project  for  the 
new  alliance  had  not  been  brought 
before  them  ;  that  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  their  military  force  neither 
had,,  nor  could  have,  any  connection 
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with  that  defign,  if  it  had  ;  and  that 
the  augmentation,  and  the  impofts 
allotted  for  its  fupport,  were  found¬ 
ed  upon  principles  purely  defend ve. 
They  obftrvcd  that  their  proceed¬ 
ings  were  fair  and  open  ;  and  that 
their  meafures  were,  and  Ihouid  be 
in  every  thing  conformable  to  the 
public  will.  That  if  any  alliance 
Hiould  be  propofed  to  them,  the 
republic  would  never  Veil  its  pro¬ 
ceedings,  but  aCt  conformably  to  the 
independence  of  its  foyereignty,  to 
the  rules  of  prudence,  to  the  facred 
principles  of  public  faith,  and  to  the 
deference  due  to  the  friendly  fenti- 
ments  of  the  king.  .The  Hates  con- 
elude  with  an  unanimous  with  and 
intention  of  conducting  their  deli¬ 
berations  in  fucha  manner,  as  Hiould 
fix.  in  the  opinion  of  his  P ruffian 
majefly  an  advantageous  idea  of 
their  under fiandings ,  and  their  patri- 
otifm. 

The  ftrong  predilection  which  the 
king  fiiewed  for  the  Ruffian  party 
and  intereft,  befides  feveral  fever* 
fpeeches  in  his  prefence,  which 
could  lcarcely  be  confidered  Hiort 
of  reproaches,  gave  occafion  like- 
wife  for  bringing  forward  a  mea¬ 
fure  in  the  diet,  by  which  he  was 
deeply  and  immediately  affeCted. — 
'Phis  was  no  lefs  than  taking  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  army  out  of  his  hand’s, 
the  difpofal  of  which  till  now  had 
ever  been  virtually  lodged  in  the 
crown,  through  the  medium  of  the 
war  department  and  ©f  the  perma¬ 
nent  council,  which  were  to  be  confi¬ 
dered  only  as  its  agents.  Though 
this  propofal  was  violently  oppofeef, 
and  the  queftion  frequently  agitated 
with  great  heat,  it  was  ultimately 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Ruffian 
troops  were  taking  up  winter  quar¬ 
ters  in  Poland,  and  were  laid  to 

have 
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have  forced  the  tenants  of  feme  of 
the  magnates  to  fupply  them  with 
provisions  and  forage.  This  occaSR 
oned  a  great  combustion  in  the  diet, 
where  we  have  already  feen  that  a 
powerful  party  were  far  from  being 
favourably  difpofed  to  that  nation. 
In  this  State  of  things  the  Ruffian 
ininifter,  count  Stackelberg*  pre¬ 
ferred  a  declaration  to  the  diet,  in 
which,  after  feeming  to  attribute 
fome  merit  to  the  profound  Silence 
hitherto  obferved  by  his  miftrefs, 
although  feveral  of  the  refolutions 
paffied  by  the  States  had  already  in¬ 
fringed  the  confdtutionto  which  She 
was  guarantee,  and  commenting 
on  her  amicable  difpofidon  to  the 
Poliili  nation,  of  which  She  had 
given  fo  many  testimonies*  then  de¬ 
clares  how  repugnant  it  would  be 
to  his  own  feelings,  to  be  reduced 
to  the  diiagreeable  neceffity  of  pro¬ 
testing  againft  any  endeavour  to 
alter  the  form  ot  government  fo- 
leranly  confirmed  by  the  aft  of 
guarantee  of  1 775  ;  yet,  that  feveral 
of  the  projects  lately  entertained, 
and  particularly  that  of  establishing 
a  permanent  diet,  having  a  direft 
tendency  to  the  itibverfion  of  that 
form  of  government,  he  is  now  un¬ 
der  a  neceffiity  of  declaring,  in  the 
name  of  her  imperial  majefty,  that 
notwithstanding  the  regret  She  Shall 
feel  at  withdrawing  from  the  king 
and  the  illuStrioUs  republic  that 
friendship  which  She  has  avowed 
for  them,  She  Shall  be  forced  to 
consider,  as  an  infraction  of  the  trea¬ 
ty,  the  fmalleSt  change  in  the  con¬ 
stitution' of  1775. 

Without  taking  any  notice  what¬ 
ever  of  this  declaration,  the  diet  on 
the  fame  day,  prefented  a  note  to 
the  Ruffian  minister,  which,  along 
with  many  high  compliments  to  the 
emprefs  on  Her  justice  and  magnani- 
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mity,  requested,  that,  as  a  new  proof 
of  both,  as  well  as  ofthe  regard  which 
She  had  always  expreffed  for  that 
country,  She  would  order  her  troops 
to  evacuate  it.  In  fupport  of  this 
requifition  they  Shewed  the  proprie¬ 
ty  and  juStice  of  it  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  grounds:  thatfo  great,  an  arrays 
however  well  difeiplined  it  may  be, 
could  not  but  be  very  biirdenfome 
to  the  country  ;  that  its  Stay  might 
befides  furnifh  a  plaufible  pretext 
to  the  Ottoman  court  for  catifing 
their  troops  to  enter  it  likewife,  and 
thereby,  perhaps,  of  rendering  Po¬ 
land  the  theatre  of  war  ;  an  event, 
which  could  net  of  neceffity  but 
prove  the  inevitable  ruin  of  the 
country. 

It  feerns  that  the  king  had  made 
a  fpeech  upon  the  delivery  of  the. 
Ruffian  declaration,  the  purport  of 
which  we  have  no  information  of, 
but  it  is  faid  to  have  given  great* 
offence,  and  that  in  concert  with 
the  declaration,  added  to  the 
vexation  excited  by  receiving  net 
anfwer  to  the  requisition  for  with¬ 
drawing  the  troops,  fo  violent  an 
agitation  was  raifed  in  the  diet,  that 
the  king  found  it  neceffary  on  the 
following  day,  in  order  to  allay  the 
ferment,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
feffion  by  which,  however,  is  meant, 
no  more  than  is  understood  by  the 
term  adjournment,  with  refpeiffi  to 
the  English  parliament.  But  even 
this  meafure  was  fo  far  from  pro¬ 
curing  the  defired  fuccefs,  that,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  adjournment,  a  de¬ 
putation  of  feveral  principal  num¬ 
bers  was  fent  to  the  king,  who,  it  is 
laid,  propofe.dthe  following  questi¬ 
on  to  him,  with  the  harSli  denuncia¬ 
tion  which  accompanies  it,  “Whether 
“  his  majeSty  Would  adhere  to  them, 
“  or  remain  attached  to  the  Ruffian 
“  party  }  and  that,  in  the  laSt  cafe., 

“  tin  vr 
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“  they  were  refolved  to  give  him 
“  up  entirely.”  The  king  deferred 
giving  an  anfwer  to  the  next,  feffion  ; 
but  warned  them  to  confider  well 
what  they  were  doing. 

The  king,  however,  by  an  elo¬ 
quent  conciliatory  fpeech,  reftored, 
for  the  prefent,  the  good  temper  of 
the  diet.  He  declared,  that  he  was 
no  farther  of  any  party  than  as  he 
thought  it  tended  to  the  public 
good.  That  the  intereft  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  his ,  country  had  been 
the  invariable  objects  of  his  pur- 
i'uit,  and  the  operating  principle 
of  ail  his  actions,  from  the  firft  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  accefilon  to  the  pre¬ 
fent.  That  if  the  king  went  hand 
in  hand  with  the  people,  and  the 
people  with  the  king,  every  thing 
would  go  well  with  them,  and  end 
happily  ;  but  if  they  Suffered  cauSe- 
leSs  jealoufies  and  Sufpicions  to  in¬ 
terrupt  that  harmony,  without 
which  nothing  could  proSper,  and 
the  daemon  oS  difeord  again  to  efta- 
blifh  his  throne  among  them,  every 
thing  would,  as  certainly  as  the 
fucceSion  oS  night  to  day,  run 
counter  to  the  wiihes  and  hopes  oS 
all  true  patriots,  and  they  would 
be  reduced  to  a  more  deplorable 
ffate  than  they  had  even  yet  expe¬ 
rienced. 

A  new  declaration  Srom  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  dated  the  19th  of  No¬ 
vember,  was  the  means  of  afford¬ 
ing  fo  decided  a  fuperiority  to  the 
independent  party  in  the  diet,  as 
nearly  to  preclude  all  farther  con- 
teft.  In  this  piece  he  loads  the 
confederated  dates  with  congratu¬ 
lations  and  pfaife  for  the  virtue, 
wifdom,  amd  patriotifm  which  they 
had  lb  fignally  difplayed  in  their 
proceedings,  thereby  affording  an 
opportunity  to  himfelf  of  gratify¬ 
ing  his  own  wiihes,  by  effectually 
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feconding  their  intentions  of  fu p- 
porting  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  republic.  Among  the*  enume¬ 
rated  articles  ot  congratulation  and 
praife,  particular  notice  is  taken  of 
their  wifdom  in  rendering  abortive 
the  Scheme  of  a  new  alliance  ;  a 
project  which  he  charges  direCliy 
to  their  own  king  and  his  miniffer. 
Nor  does  he  lefs  applaud  their  con¬ 
duct  in  Securing  the  independence 
of  their  military  force,  and  re¬ 
gulating  its  command  and  difpofi- 
tion  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would 
prevent  the  poffibility  of  its  being 
rendered,  by  an  abufe  of  power,  the 
inftrument  of  foreign  influence  and 
defpotifm,  which  it  would otherwif® 
have  been  fufceptible  of. 

He  points  feverely  at  Ruffia  with 
refpeCt  to  the  peculiar  guarantee 
die  now  wanted  to  introduce,  as 
well  as  her  conduCt  in  breaking 
through  that  of  1775,  immediately 
after  ffie  had  figned  it,  and  Still 
more,  for  the  inference  which  fhe 
wanted  to  draw  from  the  latter, 
that  the  republic  was  bound  by  it 
from  regulating  her  own  govern¬ 
ment  as  the  cirburnftances  of  the 
times  and  of  things  demanded. 

The  king  bound  himfelf  in  the 
ftrongefi  manner  to  fulfil  his  pro- 
mifes  of  alliance  with,  and.  gene¬ 
ral  guarantee  of  the  republic,  par¬ 
ticularly  to  fccure  its  independence, 
without  mtermedling  in  its  interior 
affairs,  or  wifhing  to  trouble  the 
freedom  of  its  deliberations  and 
refolutions,  which,  on  the -contrary, 
he  will  ufe  his  utmoff  efforts  to 
Support.  He  concludes  with  a  hope, 
that  a  conviction  of  the  uprightness 
and  purity  of  his  intentions,  as  well 
as  of  the  friendly  Sentiments  which 
he  entertains,  will  prevent  their  Suf¬ 
fering  any  Snider  infinuations  to 
prevail  upon  them,  thrown  out  by 


64]  ANNUAL  RE 

thofe  only  who  feek  to  propagate  a 
fpirit  of  party  under  the  cloak  of 
patriotism,  and  who,  in  reality,  have 
no  other  defign,  than  to  break  off 
the  connexion  betweea  the  republic 
and  its  moil  ancient  ally,  the  court 
ef  Pruffia. 

The  ftates  declared  in  anlwer, 
that  if  their  paft  determination  of 
eftabli filing  a  ieparate  commillion  for 
the  war  department  had  met  the 
approbation  of  his  Prufiian  majefty, 
they  hoped  their  fubfequent  con¬ 
duct  or  mat  and  other  fubjeCts  woula 
infure  it:  in  future- — That  it  was  by 
filch  conduCt  the  republic  wiilied  to 
allure  the  king  how  much  they 
dheemed  his  wifdom  and  approba¬ 
tion,  as  we^l  as  thereby  to  fecnre  the 
fafety  of  the  republic,  which  he  has 
kindly  declared  he  holds  fuperior 
to  other  important  conliderations-— 
That,  having  declared  himfelf  ready 
to  fulfd  his  engagements  of  alliance 
and  guaranty  with  the  ftates,  the 
nation  accepted  it  with  a  reciprocal 
defire,  and  witfi  gratitude — And, 
that  his  majefty,  in  offering  fuch 
generous  and  friendly  terms,  efta- 
bliflies  for  ever  that  high  opinion 
which  the  Polifli  nation  entertains 
of  his  magnanimity  and  character. 

The  vigorous  meafures  purfued, 
and  the  independent  fpirit  fbewn  by 
the  diet,  had  already  begun  to  ope^ 
rate,  in  railing  Poland  to  a  degree 
of  conftderation  with  its  neighbours, 
which  it  had  long  fence  forgotten. 
Sweden  applied  warmly  to  enter 
into  an  alliance  of  the  clofeft  nature 
with  the  republic,  which  was  in- 
,  tended  to  include  a  mutual  guaran¬ 
tee  of  their  refpeCtive  dominions, 
befides  adopting  certain  meafures 
for  fecuring  the  future  tran¬ 
quillity  and  independence  of  the 
forth.  The  court  of  Berlin  was  to 
be  a  principal  member  of  this  ill:- 
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ance.  If  we  do  not  miftake,  Den¬ 
mark  like  wife  propofed  an  alliance, 
which,  however  friendly,  was  of  a 
lefs  intimate,  and  lets  political  na¬ 
ture. 

Nor  did  the  grand  fignior  omit 
this  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to 
renew  his  former,  and  to  enter  into 
ftill  olofer  connections  with  Poland. 
As  an  introduction  to  this  defign, 
he  iffued  a  declaration  to  all  the 
powers  friendly  to  Poland,  as  well 
as  to  herfelf,  dated  on  the  23d  of  No¬ 
vember,  1^88,  ftrdngly  expreftive  of 
his  friendfliip  and  of  his  good  willies 
for  her  independence  and  profpe- 
rity  -  regretting  with  fenftbility  the 
long  cdurfe  of  injury  and  opprefiion 
which  ilie  had  experienced  from 
Ruftia,  and  reprobating  particular¬ 
ly  the  guarantee  of  1^75’  w^llc^ 
flie  forced  the  Poles  to  accept,  and 
by  which  five  converted  the  whole 
nation  into  (laves  and  vaffals.  He 
reprobates,  in  ftill  feverer  terms,  the 
exorbitant  affumption  of  Ruffia,  to¬ 
tally  fubverfive  of  the  fovereignty 
of  the  republic,  in  preventing  her 
from  fettling  or  reforming  her  own 
government  as  (lie  liked,  or  as  the 
neceffity  of  public  affairs  required. 

On  all  thefe  accounts,  as  an  in¬ 
jury  and  opprefiion  unheard  of  a- 
mong  nations,  the  Sumblune  Porte 
will,  for  the  honour  of  the  empire, 
as  the  fupport  of  the  weak,  and  the 
fcourge  of  the  unjuft  and  powerful, 
punctually  fulfil  all  her  treaties  and 
engagements  with  the  republic,  and 
will,  at  the  firft  requifitidn;  fend  a 
powerful  army  to  her  aiftftance  ; 
and  gives  this  notice  to  the  friendly 
powers,  that  they  might  be  apprized 
of  the  motives  f*r  his  troops  enter¬ 
ing  into  the  fervice  of  Poland. 

Nor  did  the  republic  feein  lefs 
fenfible  to  its  growing  importance 
than  its  neighbours  ;  as  an  infhmce, 
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of  which  the  diet  ir&minstted  am- 
bafffid  ors  to  the  following  courts  : 
Conltaniinople,  Peterfburgh,  Vi¬ 
enna,  Berlin,  Versailles,  and  Lon¬ 
don.  'This  nomination,  however, 
required  the  king’s  confirmation, 
which  was  obtained  without  dif¬ 
ficulty.  Though  rhefe  minifiers  were 
ot  the  firft  rank  and  quality,  they 
Were  Rill  more  eminent  for  their 
patriotifm,  and  the  opinion  held  of 
their  ability. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  various  eager 
debates  which  took  place  in  the 
diet  upon  thofe  Subjects  ofdifrufiion 
which  we  have  Rated,  as  well  as 
others,  a  violent  philippic  was  pro¬ 
nounced  ngainft  the' emperor  by  one 
of  the  members.  He  obferved, 
that  great  and  numerous  as  the  in¬ 
juries  were  which  the  republic  had 
received  from  Rnffia,  tjhep  were 
only  fuoh  as  in  unfortunate  circum- 
ftartces  they  could  not  but  expett 
from  that  power,  with  whom,  for  a 
courfe  of  ages,  they  had  been  in  a 
mate  of  frequent,  if  not  general 
enmity.  But  that  the  rapacity  dis¬ 
played  by  the  emperor;,  wheg  in  the 
midft  or  a  lorn  g-edabliilied  and  un- 
interrupted  league  of  the  clofeft 
friendlhip  and  amity,  befides  all 
thofe  formal  Written  ftipulations 
which  can  bind  Rates  to- mutual  Suc¬ 
cour  and  kindnefs,  a  league  cement¬ 
ed  on  the  fide  of  the  republic  by  the  « 
•m.oR  eminent  Services,  and  conftan&ly 
obferved  with  the  mod  invariable 
good  faith,  Rained  the  opening  of 
Id’s  reign  bv  taking  advantage  of 
their  unhappy  cjvil  di-fientions,  Seiz¬ 
ed  a  part  ot  their  Country,  not  only 
without  a  colour  of  right,  but  even 
without  the  pretence  of  a  claim, 
and  thereby  opened  the  way  to  other 
powers  for  that 'fatal  partition,  by 
which  more  than  a  third  of  Poland 
was  fevered  from,  and  totally  loR 
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to  the  relt.  This  he  reprefented  as 
an  a£t  of  Such  duplicity,  treachery, 
and  of  Such  extreme  turpitude  in 
all  moral  rtfpecls,  as  to  be  without 
example  among  civilized  nations, 
whether  chriRian  or  infidel-*— He 
added  to  thefe,  various  other  a£ts 
of  injury,  injuftice,  and  oppreffion, 
which  he  charged  on  the  emperor. 
His  fraudulent  Seizure  of  the'  Salt¬ 
mines,  by  a  quibble  on  the  name  of 
a  brook  ;  his  monopolizing  that  ar¬ 
ticle,  to  the  great  injury  and  diftrefs 
of  the  people  at  large  ;  the  arbi¬ 
trary  injunction,  by  which  the  nobi¬ 
lity,  who  poffefied  lands  in  Gallicia, 
were  compelled  to  Spend  half  the 
year  in  that  province,  at  the  peril 
of  forfeiting  their  eftates,  although 
their  feats,  and  the  major  part  of 
their  pofieifions,  were  fituat-eci  in 
remote  parts  of  the  kingdom  •  and 
the  late  violation  of  the  territorial 
rights  of  the  republic  at  the  Siege  of 
Choczim.  Notwithstanding  the  ex¬ 
treme  Severities  with  which  this 
Speech  was  loaded,  it  was  received 
with  filch  unbounded  applaufe  by 
the  diet,  as  has  Seldom  been  equalled 
upon  any  occafion  ;  a  circumftance 
Which  Sufficiently  pointed  out  the 
preyalenf  date  of  temper  and  opi¬ 
nion  in  that  aficmbly. 

'The  continuance  of  the  Ruffian 
troops  in  the  kingdom,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  caufed  great  clifcontent 
and  complaint  in  the  nation,  Served 
no  leSs  to  preServe  the  union,  and  to 
iupport  t  he  fervour  of  the  diet.  It 
was  generally  expe6teb,  and  pro¬ 
bably  hoped  ^.nd  wiffied  by  the 
Poles,,  that  the  P  ruffian  military  ex¬ 
ertions  would  be  immediately  di¬ 
rected  to  drive  the  former  out  of 
the  country.  For,  exclufively  of 
their  averUoh  to  the  Ruffians,  their 
eagernefs  to  get  in  any  manner  en¬ 
tirely  out  of  their  hands,  and  the 
[  F  ]  Satisfaction 
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fatisfaCtion  which  the  correction  and 
chaftifemcnt  of  their  old  opprtffors 
would  afford,  {till  enhanced  by  the 
hope  that  the  puniffiment  would  be 
*nfli£ted  upon  the  Very  feenes  of 
their  arbitrary  tranigreffions,  they 
were  prompted  to  with  for  a  war, 
both  as  a  demonftration  of  the  Pruf- 
fi.rn  fvneerity,  and  as  likely  to  afford 
means  for  cementing  the  union  fo 
clofely  between  the  tv/o  nations, 
that  nothing  in  the  common  courfe 
of  things  might  be  able  to  diflolve 
it.  Fromfuchan  union  they  augured 
the  happieff  effeCts.  They  knew 
that  Sweden  and  the  Porte  were 
eager  to  become  parties  to  the 
league  ;  and  they  eXpeCted  the  ac- 
cefiion  of  fome  of  the  Germanic 
dates,  and  even  of  Denmark,  when 
&e  faw  that  it  might  be  done  with 
fecurity.  Such  a  date  of  things 
feemed  to  open  the  mod  flattering 
profpeCts :  they  fancied  they  faw 
?he  tranquillity  and  liberty  of  the 
northern  nations  edabliflied  upon 
the  mod  permanent  foundation, 
and  a  total  dop  put  to  the  domi¬ 
neering  interference  of  that  over- 
r caching  power,  which  had  for  fo 
many  years  fpread  confudon,  difl- 
cord,  and  mifery  through  all  the 
neighbouring  countries. 

The  king  of  Pruflia’s  conduCi 
had  afforded  much  countenance  to 
the  opinion  of  an  immediate  war. 
For,  befides  hisdrongremondranceS' 
K)  the  court  of  Peterfburgh  on  the 
continuance  of  the  Ruffians  in  Po¬ 
land,  and  his  declarations  at  War- 
faw,  his  troops  had  been  long  ad¬ 
vancing  in  great  bodies  towards  the 
frontiers  bordering  on  Rivonia, 
Courland,  and  the  Polifli  provinces. 
Magazines  had  likewife  been  form¬ 
ed,  artillery  and  ammunion  brought 
forward,  and  appearances  were  fo 
drong,  that  not  only  war,  but  an 
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immediate  winter  campaign,  was 
generally  expected.  The  king  was, 
however,  very  cautious  in  appealing 
to  that  lad  refource,  and  endea¬ 
voured  evidently  to  make  the  ap~ 
prehendon  of  his  power,  full  in  vi¬ 
gour  and  unimpaired  as  it  was,  with 
a  full  treafury,  the  firft  army  in  the 
univerfe,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his 
military  preparations,  produce  the 
good  effcCts  and  the  purpofes  of 
fuccefsful  war  without  its  confe- 
quent  inevitable  evils. 

It  is  likewife  probable,  that  the 
long  and  alarming  illnefs  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  ferved  great¬ 
ly  at  this  time  to  check  the  defigns 
and  to  impede  the  activity  of  the 
Pruffian  fovereign.  For  that  misfor¬ 
tune  operated  in  a  twofold  capacity, 
throwing  a  cloud  of  Uncertainty,  net 
only  over  the  reliance  which  might 
be  placed  on  the  future  proceedings 
of  that  great  country,  but  involving 
in  it,  likewife,  all  that  related  to  the 
electorate  of  Hanover. 

Thus  far  the  king  of  Pruffia  had 
fucctfsfully  dif played  all  the  quali¬ 
ties  of  a  great  datefman,  and  of  an 
able  and  accompliilied  politician. 
Poland  was  now  entirely  in  his 
hands,  fo  far  as  the  certain  friend- 
fhip  and  alliance  of  a  country  which 
muft  be  devoted  to  his  fervice  could 
render  it  fo,  under  a  nominal  in¬ 
dependence.  This  was,  without 
bloodfhed  or  war,  a  greater  and 
more  valuable  acquifition  than  had 
been  produced  by  all  the  laurels, 
victories,  and  long  waTs  of  his  great 
predeceffor.  Poland,  under  a  vi¬ 
gorous  government,  which  it  would 
have  been  his  intereft  to  efiablith  and 
always  preferve,  would  foon  become 
an  impenetrable  barrier  between 
him  and  Rulfla,  and  at  the  fame  time 
a  molt  ufeful  ally  on  the  fide  of 
Silefia,  in  ail  future  coutefts  with 
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the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Thus,  while 
he  communicated  happinefs  and  a 
neceiflary  degree  of  power  to  his 
friend  and  neighbour,  he  Would 
have  .derived  from  it  a  degree  of 
fecurity  to  the  ftraggling  apjpen- 
dages  of  his  own  dominions,  which 
they  cannot  otherwise  ealiiy  ac¬ 
quire. 

Such  an  arrangement  of  things 
would  have  changed  the  face  of 
affairs  wonderfully  for  the  better, 
both  in  the  north  and  centre  df  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  unhappy  country  of 
Courlahd,  whole  diftrelfed  nobility 
have  traverfed  all  Europe,  in  the 
firuftlels  hope  of  finding  ft)  much  ui 


the  fpirit  of  knight  errantry  fome- 
where  left,  as  might  induce  lorne 
power  heroically  te  deliver  her  from 
the  deplorable  bondage  under  which 
il^e  has  lo  long  laboured,  would  then 
find  fhelter  under  the  wings  either 
of  the  king  or  the  republic.  Time 
and  wifdom  might  have  communi¬ 
cated  fimilar  benefits  to  other  pro¬ 
vinces  and  countries.  Why  a  fyf- 
teiri  of  policy,  io  wiiely  and  happily 
commenced,  and  for  a  time  con¬ 
ducted,  did  not  produce  all  the  ef¬ 
fects  which  were  hoped  and  wifhed, 
will  be  a  fubjeCt  of  future  difcuf- 
fidn- 
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C  H  A  P.  III. 

Be dining  f  ate  of  the  king's  health  in  the  month  of  O Sober,  1788,  which 
terminates  foon  after  in  a  continued  deliriutti ;  grief  of  the  people,  and 
■  me  a  Cures  taken  by  public  charaliers  in  confluence  thtieof.  Par  It  a  me  tit 
meets  vurfuant  to  the  laft  prorogation.  Notification  to  loth  houfes  of  the  jlate 
of  his  majefys  health  ;  immediate  adjournment  for  a  fortnight ,  and  fummons 
for  the  attendance  of  members  ordered  ;  examination  of  the  kings  phyfcians 
before  the  privy  council ;  minutes  of  the  council  hoard  laid  before  both  houfes 
at  their  fecond  meeting  ;  doubts  farted  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  •. whether 
it  would  not  be  necefj ary  to  examine  the  phyfcians  at  the  bar  ;  taken  into 
further  conf  deration  on  the  Sth  of  December ,  and  a  committee  appointed  in 
each  houfe  to  examine  the  phyfcians  ;  their  report  brought  up  on  the  io th, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  fearch  for  precedents  ;  Mr.  Fox  afferts  the  right 
of  the  prince' of  Wales  to  the  regency  ;  his  opinion  controverted  by  Mr .  Pitt  ; 
Mr.  Pitt's  con  dud  farcafically  remarked  upon  by  Mr .  Burke  ;  Mr .  Fox  s 
opinion  condemned  by  the  prefdent  of  the  council ,  and  other  lords  in  the 
upper  houfe  ;  defended  by  the  lords  Loughborough ,  Stormont ,  ana  Pot  tchejler . 
ft  he  report  from  the  committee  of  precedents  brought  up  on  the  \lth  ;  Mr . 
Fox  explains ,  and  re  afferts  his  opinion  relative  to  the  prince's  right ,  and  is 
warmly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  %  farther  explanation  of  Mr.  Pitt's  opinions 
upon  the  regency  j  d feuffi on  of  the  (juejlion  of  right  deprecated  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  ;  fpeeches  of  the  duke  of  Fork  and  of  the  duke  off  Glocejler  ;  three  re¬ 
flations  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt ,  December  16  ;  the  fecond  reflation ,  declaratory 
of  the  right  of  the  tvoo  houfes  of  parliament  to  appoint  a  regent ,  frongly 
oppofed  by  lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox ,  and  Jupported  by  the  mafier  of  the  rolls , 
the  lord  advocate  of  Scotland,  the  attorney  and  f  Heitor  general,  and  Mr. 
Hardinge  •  refections  of  Mr.  Rujhvoorth  on  the  minifers  conduit ;  the  re¬ 
flation  carried  by  a  majority  of,  268  to  204  ;  oppofea  on  the  1  epoit  of  the 
committee  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper  and  Mr.  Wyndhatn  ;  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Demifter,  and  withdrawn  ;  amendment  to  the  third  reflation  moved  by 
Mr  Demplier  ;  debate  thereon  adjourned  to  the  lid  of  December. 


AS  the  mod  important  transac¬ 
tions  of  the  fedion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  whofe  proceedings  we  are  now 
to  relate,  nrofe  out  of  the  peculiar 
tmumftances  under  which  it  aflem- 
bled,  we  mind  bring  back  the  re¬ 
collection  of  the  reader,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  to  the  impaired  date  of  the 
hang’s  health  towards  the  latter  end 
•of  October  1788.  On  the  24th  of 
that  month  he  had  a  levee  at  Sr. 
James’s,  for  the  purpose  of  quiet¬ 
ing  the  alarm,  which  the  report  of 


his  indifpofition  had  fpread  amongfl 
the  people  ;  but  upon  his  return  to 
Windfor  his  diforder  took  a  new  and 
unfortunate  turn  ;  and  before  the 
end  of  the  firft  week  in  November 
it  was  generally  known  that  it  had 
fettled  into  a  condantdelirium.  The 
grief  and  confirmation  which  this 
intelligence  excited  amongft  all 
ranks  of  his  loyal  and  affedionate 
fubjeCbs  could  only  be  equalled  by 
that  exultation  and  joy  which  were 
fo  confpicuoufly  manifeded  at  the 
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period  of  his  aufpicious  and  happy 
recovery.  The  prince  of  Wales 
repaired  immediately  to  Windlor, 
where  he  was  met  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  they,  in  concert 
with  the  queen,  took  fuch  meafures 
relative  to  the  domeftic  affairs  of 
the  king  as  the  necelTity  of  the  cafe 
required.  In  the  mean  time  all 
thofe,  who  by  their  rank  and  fitua- 
tion  in  the  llate  were  required  to 
take  a  part  in  fo  new  and  unexpect¬ 
ed  aii  exigence,  afTembled  in  the 
capital  ;  and  an  exprefs  wa3  dif- 
patched  to  Mr.  Fox,  at  this  time  in 
Italy,  to  haften  his  return. 

The  parliament  had  been 
ZQ  '  prorogued  to  the  20th  of  No¬ 
vember  ;  and  as  the  intended 
commilfion  for  a  further  prorogation 
had  not  been  iffued  by  the  king,  its 
meeting  took  place  upon  that  day,  as 
a  matter  of  courfe.  The  peers  and 
the  commons  remained  in  their  fepa- 
rate  chambers ;  and  the  chancellor  in 
the  upper,  and  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  lower 
houfe  having  notified  the  caufe  of 
their  affembling  without  the  ufual 
notice  and  fummons,  and  dated  the 
impropriety  of  their  proceeding  un¬ 
der  fuch  circumdances  to  the  difeuf- 
fion  of  any  public  bufmefs  whatfo- 
ever,  both  houfes  refolved  unani- 
moufly  to  adjourn  for  fifteen  days. 
At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Pitt  took  oc- 
eafion  to  obferve,  that  as  it  would 
be  indiipenfably  neceffary,  in  cafe 
his  majedy’s  illnefs  fhould  unhap¬ 
pily  continue  longer  than  the  period 
of  their  adjournment,  that  the  houfe 
iliould  take  into  immediate  confide- 
ration  the  means  of  fupplying,  fo 
far  as  they  were  competent,  the 
want  of  the  royal  prefence  ;  it  was 
incumbent  upon  them  to  infure  a 
full  attendance,  in  order  to  give 
every  poflible  weight  and  folemnity 
to  their  proceedings.  For  this  pur- 


pofe  it  was  ordered,  that  the  houfe 
be  called  over  op  Thurfday  the  4th 
of  December  next,  and  that  the 
fpeaker  do  fend  letters  requiringx 
the  attendance  of  every  member. 
Orders  to  the  fame  effect  were  made 
by  the  lords. 

In  order  to  lay  feme  ground  for 
the  proceedings  of  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament,  a  council  was  held 
at  Whitehall  on  the  day  preceding 
their  meeting,  to  which  aii  the 
privy-counfellors  were  fummoned. 
Of  fifty- four  who  attended,  twenty- 
four  were  of  the  party  of  oppofitioii. 
The  phvficians  who  had  attended 
his  majefty  during  his  illuels  were 
called  before  them  and fworn  ;  after 
which  three  questions,  which  had 
been  previoutly  debated  and  carried 
in  the  council,  were  put  to  them  fe- 
veraliy.  Thefirftwas,  “Whether 
his  rnajefty’s  indifpofition  ren¬ 
dered  him  incapable  of  meeting 
his  parliament,  and  of  attending 
to  any  fort  of  public  bufinefs  ?” 
To  this  they  anfwered  “  That  cer- 
“  tainly  he  was  incapable.” — The 
fecond  was,  “  What  is  your  opinion 
“  of  the  duration  of  his  majefty ’s 
malady,  and  of. the  probability  oi 
a  cure  ?”  To  this  they  anfwer¬ 
ed,  “That  there  was  a  great  pro¬ 
bability  of  his  recovery,  but  that 
it  was  impofiible  to  limit  the 
time.” — The  third  queftion  was. 
Do  you  give  this  opinion  from  the 
particular  fymptoms  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty ’s  diforder,  or  from  your  ex¬ 
perience  in  complaints  of  a  fmai- 
Jar  nature  ?”  To  this  their  ge¬ 
neral  anfwer  was,  “  That  it  was 
“  from  experience,  and  having  ob- 
“  ferved  that  the  majority  pf  thofe 
“  who  were  afflicted  with  the  fame 
“  difeafe  had  recovered.” 

On  theqth  thetwo  houfes  rx 
being  afTembled  the  prefi-  vC-4” 
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dent  of  the  council  informed  the 
peers  that  the  king,  by  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  his  indifpofition,  was  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  meeting  his  par¬ 
liament,  and  that  all  the  other  functi¬ 
ons  of  government  were  thereby  luf- 
pended.  He  then  declared  it  to  be 
his.  opinion,  that  in  this  difmember- 
ed  date  of  the  legiflature,  the  right 
devol  ved  on  the  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament  to  make  fuch  provifion  for 
iupplying  the  defeCt  as  fhouid  be 
adequate  to  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe; 
but  that  it  was  necelfary,  before  any 
ftep  could  be  taken  in  fo  delicate  a 
bufinefs,  that  the  deficiency  fhouid 
be  fully  ascertained  :  with  this  viexv 
he  moved,  that  the  minutes  of  the 
privy  council  fhouid  be  read  ;  which 
being  done,  the  following  Monday 
was  appointed  for  taking  it  into  con- 
fideration. 

A  motion  to  the  fame  effeCt  being 
made  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  Mr.  Viner  eXpreifcd  his 
doubt,  whether,  in  a  matter  of  fuch 
moment,  and  which  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fuch  important  corrfe- 
quences,  the  houfe  could  proceed 
upon  a  report  from  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  without  a  further  examination  of 
thephyficians,  either  at  their  bar,  or 
by  a  committee  of  their  own.  Mr. 
Pitt  urged,  in  reply,  the  delicacy 
of  the  fubjeCt  to  be  difculTed  ;  and 
remarked  further,  that  the  exami¬ 
nation  before  the  council  was  taken 
upon  oath,  which  the  houfe  had  it 
not  in  their  power  to  adminifter. 
Mr.  Fox  concurred  in  opinion  with 
Mr.  Viher  ;  he  felt  the  propriety  of 
adting  with  all  poffible  delicacy ; 
but  if  delicacy  and  their  duty  fhouid 
happen  to  clafli,  the  latter  ought 
not  to  be  facrified  to  the  former  — 
A  doubt  was  alfo  ftated  bv  the 
fpeaker,  whether,  in  the  pr'efcrit  de¬ 
fective  (late  of  parliament,  he  was 


competent  to  ilfue  writs  for  new 
elections.  This  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  and  the  houfe  im¬ 
mediately  rofe. 

On  Monday  the  3th,  nfi 
Mr/ Pitt,  either  con  vine-  /  * 

ed,  upon  further  confideration,  of 
the  propriety  of  Mr.  Viner  s  fuggef- 
tion,  or  expecting  that  the  probabili¬ 
ty  of  his  majefty’s  recovery  would 
become  more  apparent  upon  a  fuller 
enquiry  into  the  cafe,  came  forward 
to  propofe,  that  a  committee  of 
twenty-one  members  fhouid  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine  all  the  phylicians 
who  had  attended  the  king  during 
his  lllnefs.  A  like  committee  was  ap-^ 
pointed  the  lame  day  in  the  houfe  of 
fords  ;  and  the  members  in  both 
were  chofen  nearly  in  equal  num¬ 
bers  from  each  fide  of  the  houfe. 

The  report  of  the  committee  [fee 
State  Papers,  p.  287.]  being  brought 
up  on  the  10th,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  Mr.  Pitt  moved,  “  that  u 
“  committee  be  appointed  to  exa- 
“  mine  the  journals  of  the  houfe, 

and  report  precedents  of  fuch 
“  proceedings  as  may  have  been 
“  had  in  cafes  of  the  perfonal  ex- 
“  ercife  of  the  royal  authority  being 
“  prevented  or  interrupted  by  in~ 
“  fancy,  ficknefs,  infirmity,  or  otlier- 
**  wife,  with  a  viexv  to  provide  for  the 
“  fame.”  The  motion  being  made, 
Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  objected  to  it  as 
nugatory,  and  productive  of  unne- 
celfary  and  improper  delay.  He 
faid,  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  knew,  that  no  precedent  was 
to  be  found  of  the  fufpeniion  of  the 
executive  government^  in  which,  at 
the  fame  time,  there  exifted  an  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown,  of  full  age 
and  capacity.  For  his  own  part, 
he  was  convinced,  upon  the  ina- 
tureft  confideration  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  and  practice  of  the  conliitu- 
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tion;  and  of  the  analogy  of  the 
common  law  of  the  land,  that  when¬ 
ever  the  fovereign,  from  ficknefs, 
infirmity,  or  other  incapacity,  was 
unable  to  exercife  the  functions  of 
his  high  office,  the  heir  apparent, 
being  of  full  age  and  capacity,  had 
a>  indifputable  a  claim  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  executive  power,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  fove¬ 
reign,  during  the  continuance  of 
fuch  incapacity,  as  in  cade  of  his 
natural  demife.  At  the  lame  time 
he  acknowledged,  that  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  were  alone 
competent  to  pronounce  when  the 
prince  ought  to  take  poffcllion  of 
and  exercife  his  right. 

He  thought  it  candid,  he  faid, 
entertaining  this  opinion,  to  come 
forward  fairly,  and  avow  it  at  that 
inftant  ;  that  the  prince  had  not 
made  this  claim  himfelf,  he  im¬ 
puted  to  his  known  moderation,  and 
to  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  his  fitua- 
tion  ;  but  he  thought  this  a  ftrong 
reafon,  amongfl  others,  why  they 
ftiould  not  wade  a  moment  unnecef- 
farily,  but  proceed  with  all  becoming 
fpeed  and  diligence,  to  reftore  to 
the  conftitution  the  fovereign  pow¬ 
er,  and  the  functions  of  the  royal 
authority. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
rofe,  with  fome  heat,  to  controvert 
the  doctrine  advanced  by  Mr.  Fox  ; 
he  declared  it  to  be  little  lefts  than 
treafon  againft  the  conftitution  ;  and 
pledged  himfelf  to  maintain,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  heir  apparent 
had  no  more  riyht,  in  the  cafe  al- 
ledged,  to  the  exercife  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  than  any  other  fub- 
je£t  in  the  kingdom  \  and  that  it 
belonged  to  the  two  remaining 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  people,  to  make  fuch 
provifien  for  fupplying  the  tempo¬ 


rary  deficiency  as  they  might  think 
moft  proper,  to  preferve  unimpair¬ 
ed  the  interefts  of  the  fovereign, 
and  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the 
nation.  He  added,  that  from  the 
mode  in  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  treated  the  fubjeft, 
a  new  queftion  preferred  itlelf,  and 
that  of  much  greater  magnitude 
than  the  queftion  originally  before 
them  ;  it  was  a  queftion  ot  their 
own  rights  :  it  was  become  a  doubt 
whether  the  houfe  had,  on  this  im¬ 
portant  occafion  any  deliberative 
power  at  all.  The  motion  he  had 
made  could  therefore  no  longer  be 
called  nugatory,  but  was  become 
abfolutely  neceitary,  in  order  to 
learn  and  afeertain  their  own 
rights. 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  in  reply, 
that  the  fovereignty  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms  being  hereditary,  and  no  par¬ 
liament  exifting  which  could  legally 
alter  the  fucceftion,  nothing  but  a 
cafe  of  neceftity,  which  at  prefent, 
ho  averred,  did  not  exift,  could 
juftify  the  two  houfes  in  affuming 
to  themfelves  the  right  of  fetting 
afide  the  heir  apparent  from  the  re¬ 
gency,  or  putting  the  executive 
power  into  his  hands  with  any  limi¬ 
tations  or  reftrihtions  impofed  by 
their  own  authority. 

Mr.  Burke  added  fome  ftarcaftica! 
remarks  upon  the  doctrine  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Were 
he  to  become  an  elector  for  the  re¬ 
gency's  undoubtedly,  he  faid,  every 
member  of  the  houfe  would  be,  if  the 
doctrine  they  had  heard  was  received 
he  hoped  he  iliould  be  excufed  if  he 
gave  his  vote  fora  prince  whofe  ami¬ 
able  difpofition  was  one  of  his  many 
recommendations,  in  preference  to  a 
competitor  who  had  threatened  the 
affertors  of  the  prince  of  Wales’s 
right  with  the  penalties  (ft  conftruc- 
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live  treafon.  Being  called  to  order 
for  thefe  expreflions,  he  infilled  that 
he  was  not  diford erly  :  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  alTerted 
that  the  prince  had  no  more  right 
to  the  regency  than  any  other  fub- 
jeet  whatever  5  and  if  the  houfe 
were  of  the  fame  opinion,  who 
would  anfwer  for  the  event  of  the 
election  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  the  con ver Ra¬ 
tion  with  complaining  of  the  inde¬ 
cency  of  the  expreflion  that  had  been 
ufed  ;  and  afked,  whether,  when 
Mr.  Somers  after  ted,  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  1688,  that  no  perfon  had  a 
right  to  the  crown,  it  would  have 
been  thought  decent  for  any  mem¬ 
ber  to  have  rifen  and  pronounced 
him  a  competitor  with  William  III. 

A  committee  of  twenty-one,  of 
whom  nin#  were  members  or  oppo¬ 
sition,  was  then  appointed  to  fit  with 
the  ufual  powers. 

^  ^  The  day  following  the 

in  the  houfe  0:  lords  by  the  pr eft- 
dent  of  the  council,  and  carried 
without  a  divifton.  His  lordiliip 
condemned  the  dodlrine  advanced 
by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  which  he  ftated  to  be,  that 
on  the  event  of  his  majefly’s  inca¬ 
pacity,  the  prince  of  Wales  had  an 
immediate  right  to  affume  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  fovereigu  power.  This 
he  declared  was  treafonable  to  the 
conflitutkm  ;  and  he  alTerted,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  right  and  duty  of 
fupplying.  the  prefent  deficiency  of 
the  fovereign  power  belonged  iolely 
and  entirely  to  the  two  remaining 
branches  of  the  legislature. 

Lotd  Loughborough  defended 
Mr.  Fox’s  pofition,  both  as  being 
more  analogous  to  the  law  of  the 
land  and  the  fpirit  of  the  conititu- 
tion,  and  as  fleering  clear  of  the 


many  emharraftmerits  and  dangers 
which  might  a  rife  from  the  oppoftte 
doctrine.  He  infilled  upon  the  poli¬ 
tical  abfurdity  of  having  an  heredi¬ 
tary  fucceftian  to  the  monarchy,  and 
art  elective  regency,  He  afked,  whe¬ 
ther  the  two  houfes  would  not  there¬ 
by  in  effect  alfume  the  whole  go¬ 
vernment  to  themfelvos,  as  fuch  a 
regent  might  be  fo  elected,  as  would 
necelfarily  become  the  mere  Have  of 
the  electors  ?  Fie  put  the  cafe  of 
the  two  houfes  in  Ireland  aftuming 
the  fame  right,  and  eledlinga  diffe¬ 
rent  perfon  to  be  their  regent.  He 
reminded  the  houfe,  that  by  the 
common  law  the  prince  of  Wales 
had  many  rights  and  privileges  pe¬ 
culiar  to  himfelf,  and  which  belong¬ 
ed  to  no  common  fubjedt.  Fie 
was  therein  deferibed  to  be  one  and 
the  fame  with  the  king,  and  it  was 
as  much  high  treafon  to  compafs  or 
imagine  his  death  as  that  of  the 
king.  It  would  fcarcely,  he  faid, 
be  denied,  that  if  the  prefent  un¬ 
fortunate  emergency  had  happened 
during  an  iritermiftlon  of  parliament, 
that  the  prince  of  W ales  would  ha  ve 
been  warranted  in  iffuing  writs,  and 
fummoning  the  parliament  to  meet. 
At  the  fame  time  he  held,  with  Mr. 
Fox,  that  the  exercife  of  this  right, 
under  the  prefent  circvunltances, 
ought  to  wait  the  declaration  of  his 
majefly’s  incapacity  by  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament. 

The  lords  Stormont  and  Port- 
chefler  argued  on  the  fame  fide  with 
lord  Loughborough  j  and  were  op- 
pofed  by  the  chancellor  and  earl 
Stanhope,  the  former  of  whom  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  declaring,  that 
the  doctrine  advanced  was  to  him 
at  leatl  entirely  new. 
t>.  On  the  1 2th  the  report 

I  j  2,  a 

was  brought  up  from  the 
committee,  and  ordered  to  be  print¬ 
ed  ; 
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ed  i  and  Mr.  Piet  then  moved,  of  the  proportions  he  meant  to  lay 
that  the  houfe  iliould  on  Thurf-  before  the  committee  upon  the  Hate 
day  next  refolve  itfelf  into  a  com-  of  the  nation.  For  his  own  part, 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  take  he  faid,  he  fhould  not  hefitate  then 
Into  confideration  the  Hate  of  the  to  declare  what  in  his  opinion  they 
nation.  ought  to  be,  namely,  a  declaration 

Upon  this  occaiion  Mr.  Fox  rofe  or  addrefs  to  the  prince,  Hating  the 
to  defend  himfelf  againH  the  mifre-  fa£t  of  his  majefty’s  prefent  inca- 
prelentations  which  he  alledged,  pacity,  and  inveiling  his  royal 
had  been  given  of  his  fentiments  highnefs,  during  fuch  incapacity, 
relative  to  the  regency.  He  had  with  the  full  exercife  ot  all  the 
been  made  to  alfert  that  the  prince  royal  powers,  in  the  fame  manner 
of  Wales  had  a  right  to  alfume  the  and  to  the  fame  extent  as  they 
royal  authority,  upon  the  interrup-  might  be  exercifed  by  his  majefty 
tion  of  its  exercife  in  confequence  had  his  health  enabled  him  to  djf- 
of  the  king’s  illnefs  and  incapaci-  charge  the  functions  or  the  fove- 
ty.  He  believed,  he  faid,  that  he  reign  authority, 
had  never  ufed  the  v/ord  ajfume  ;  Mr.  Pitt  followed  Mr.  Fox,  and 
what  he  undoubtedly  meant,  and  after  admitting  the  explanation 
what  he  was  Hill  ready  to  maintain,  given  by  the  latter,  declared  that 
was,  that  the  claim,  as  of  right,  he  was  ready  to  meet  him  on  the 
was  in  the  prince,  but  that  the  ground,  upon  which,  after  mature 
adjudication  of  the  poiOion  was  deliberation,  he  had  thought  lit  to 
in  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  place  the  queilion  in  difpute  be^ 
Their  right  of  election  he  pofitively  tween  them.  The  right  honour- 
denied,  *and  he  conceived  there  was  able  gentleman  now  afferted,  that 
a  clear  difti nation  between  that,  and  the  prince  of  Wales  had  a  right 
the  right  of  adjudication.  Thus  in  to  exercife  the  royal  authority,  uii- 
contefted  returns  of  members  of  der  the  prefent  circumllances  of 
that  houfe,  the  right  of  adjudica-  the  country,  hut  that  it  vvas  a 
tion  belonged  to  their  committee  right  not  in  pofl'Jfion,^  until  the 
above  Hairs,  but  the  right  of  the  prince  could  exercife  it  on,  what 
perfon  declared  duly  returned  to  his  he  called,  the  adjudication  of  pyr- 
feat  in  parliament  was  derived  from  liament.  He,  on  his  part,  denied 
another  authority,  the  right  of  e-  that  the  prince  of  Wales  had  any 
lection  in  his  condiments.  He  was  right  whatever,  and  upon  that 
glad,  however,  to  find  that  even  point  the  right  honourable  geu- 
they  who  denied  the  Hrict  right  ad-  tleman  and  he  were  Hill  at  ilfue  ; 
mitted  that  the  prince  had  an  irre-  an  iffue  that,  in  his  opinion,  mult 
fiitibl’e  claim  to  the  regency  ;  and  be  decided,  before  they  could  pro¬ 
as  they  agreed  in  fubHance,  he  ceed  one  Hep  farther  in  the  great 
thou  ght  they  ought  in  prudence  to  and  inportant  confiderations  to  be 
wave  the  difcufiion  of  new  and  di feuded  and  determined.  An 
equivocal  didinbtions.  Mr.  Fox  expreffion,  he  remarked,  had  alio 
concluded  with  exprefimg  his  hopes  been  ufed,  tending  to  inlinuate 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche-  that  this  right  of  adjudication,  un- 
quer  would  give  the  houfe  foine  der  the  prelent  or  ftmilar  circum- 
in formation  refpecting  the  nature  dances,  could  only  rake  place  upon 


74J  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1789. 


a  fuppofition  of  the  attual  fitting  of 
parliament  ;  the  plain  inference 
from  which  was,  that  if  parliament 
were  not  fitting,  the  prince  of 
Wales  could  affume  the  exercife  of 
the  regal  authority,  Mr.  Pitt  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  thought  the  prince 
of  Wales  could,  in  no  cafe,  affume 
of  right  the  fovereign  power.  If 
there  were  no  parliament  in  exig¬ 
ence,  he  granted  that  the  heir  ap¬ 
parent,  adding  in  concert  with  other 
perfons  in  great  fituations,  might, 
under  fuch  circum fiances  as  the 
prefent,  have  iffued  writs  and  con¬ 
vened  the  two  houfes,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  providing  for  the  public 
fafety. 

But,  fuppofmg  the  right  of  af- 
fumption  given  up  altogether*  and 
that  the  prince  muft  have  the 
right  adjudged  by  parliament,  he 
denied  that  they  were  acting  as 
judges,  as  the  fentiments  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  fo  ma- 
nifeflly  intimated.  It  was  fubver- 
ftve  of  the  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitutioTi  to  admit,  that  the  prince 
of  Wales  might,  under  any  cir- 
cumflances,  fear  himfelf  on  the 
throne,  during  the  life -time  of  his 
father  *  and  the  intimation  of  the 
exigence  of  fuch  a  right,  as  he  had 
remarked  on  a  former  occafion, 
prefentcd  a  qm  (lion  of  greater  mag¬ 
nitude  and  importance,  even  than 
the  prefent  exigency,  and  the  pro- 
vifion  that  it  nectffarify  required  ^ 
a  quefiion  that  involved  in  it  the 
principles  of  the  conflitutfon,  the 
protection  and  fecurity  of  our  li¬ 
berties,  and  the  fafety  of  the 
tlate 

When  the  rights  aqd  powers  of 
the  two  hpufes  were  afcertained,  it 
would  then  become  a  quefiion,  to 
whom  and  what  portion  of  the  fo¬ 
vereign  power  fbould  be  delegated 
during  hismajefly’s  i line: fox  upon  thi* 


oint,  however  decided  he  might 
e  in  his  opinion  againfl  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  regal  power 
being  veiled  in  the  prince  of  Wales, 
as  a  matter  of  right,  in  any  way,  in 
which  that  right  had  been  explain¬ 
ed,  he  was  equally  ready  to  fay, 
that,  as  a  matter  of  diferetion,  and 
on  the  ground  of  expediency,  it  was, 
in  his  opinion,  highly  defirable,  that 
whatever  part  of  the  regal  power 
it  was  neceffary  fbould  be  exercifed 
at  all  during  this  unhappy  interval, 
fbould  be  veiled  in  a  fingle  perfon, 
and  that  this  perfon  fbould  be  the 
prince  of  Wales  :  that  he  alfo 
thought  it  moil  confiflent  with  true 
conflitutional  principles,  and  mofl 
for  the  public  convenience,  that  his 
royal  highnefs  fbould  exerciie 
that  portion  of  authority,  whatever 
it  might  be,  unfettered  by  any 
permanent  council,  and  with  the 
free  choice  of  his  political  fervants. 
With  regard  to  the  portion  of 
royal  authority  which  ought  to  be 
given,  or  withholden,  it  would  be 
premature,  in  the  prefent  flage  ot 
the  bufinefs,  to  enter  into  the  par¬ 
ticular  difeuilion  of  it ;  but  he  had 
no  objection,  even  now,  to  declare 
in  general,  that  whatever  authori¬ 
ty  was  necelfary  for  carrying  on 
the  public  bufinefs  with  vigour 
and  dilpatch,  atid  for  providing, 
during  this  interval,  for  the  fafe¬ 
ty  and  interests  of  the  country, 
ought  to  be  given  ;  but,  on  the 
ether  hand,  any  authority  not  ne- 
ceffary  for  thofe  purpofes,  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  being,  by  pofiibility,  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  way  which  might 
tend  to  embarrafs  the  exercife  of 
the  king’s  lawful  authority,  when 
he  fbould  be  enabled  to  refume  it 
into  his  own  hands,  ought  to  be 
withholden  ;  becaule,  from  its  be¬ 
ing  given,  more  inconvenience 
might,  arife  to  the  future  interefls, 

both, 
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both  of  the  people  and  of  the 
crown,  than  any  which  could  arife, 
in  the  mean  time,  from  its  tempo¬ 
rary  fufpenfion. 

As  it  was  evident  from 
_c‘  1 5’  the  complexion  ot  both 
houfes  of  parliament  thaf  the  ma¬ 
jority  was  adverfe  to  th-e  claim  of 
the  prince  of  Wales,  as  of  right,  to 
the  regency,  it  was  thqught  moll 
advifeable,  by  thofe  who  held  the 
affirmative,  to  avoid,  it  poflible,  Us 
being  brought  to  a  formal  decifion, 
YVith  this  viey/,  on  the  15th  Dec. 
the  earl  Fit^wllliam,  after  dating 
|he  inexpediency  of  bringing,  un¬ 
der  the  prefent  circumftances,  any 
abllrajt  political  queflions  into  dif¬ 
euflion,  when  all  parties  were  agreed 
jn  fubftance,  defired  to.  know  from 
the  miniders,  whe^her  they  meant 
to  introduce  any  proportion  of  that 
nature.  He  vyas  anfwered  by  earl 
Camden,  who  laid,  that  as  the  mqfl 
effential  rights  of  the  two  houfes  o-f 
parliament  had  been  quefliontd  by 
perfons  of  great  and  relpe£table 
authority,  he  thought  it  was  become 
abfolutely  neceifary  that  they  fhould 
not  be  left  doubtful  and  unfettle^- 
Upon  this  declaration  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Yoik  rofe, 
and  addrefled  the  houfe  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  effect. 

Perftdlly  unufed,  he  faid,  as  he 
was  to  fpeak  in  a  public  aflembly,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  offering  his 
fentiments  to  their  lordfliips  on  a 
fubjetd  in  which  the  deareft  interefls 
of  the  country  were  involved.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  noble  earl 
(Fitiwilliam)  and  other  lords,  who 
had  exprtlTed  th  Jr  willies  to  avo^d 
any  quellion  winch  tended  to  induce 
a  difeuifion  on  the  rights  of  the 
prince.  1  he  tael  was  pkun,  that  no 
fuch  claim  of  right  had  been  made 
on  the  part  of  the  prince  ;  and  he 
was  confident  that  his  royal  highnefs 
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underftood  too  well  the  fucred 
principles  which  feated  the  houfe 
of  Brunfwick  on  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain,  ever  to  aifuine  or 
excrcjfe  any  power,  be  his  claim 
what  it  might,  not  derived  from  the 
will  of  the  people,  exprefled  by 
their  representatives  and  their 
lordfliips  in  parliament  allembledt. 

It  was  upon  this  ground  that  he 
muff  be  permitted  to  hope,  that  the 
wifdom  and  moderation  of  all  con¬ 
federate  men,  at  a  moment,  when 
temper  and  unanimity  were  lo  pe¬ 
culiarly  neceflary,  on  account  of  the 
•dreadful  calamity  which  every  de¬ 
scription  of  perfons  muft,  in  com¬ 
mon,  lament,  but  wiqch  he  more 
particularly  felt,  would  qiake  them 
vvifli  to  avoid  prefling  a  decifion, 
which  certainly  was  not  necefiary 
to  the  great  object  exposed  from 
parliament,  and  which  mull  be 
moil  painful  in  the  difeuflion  to  xt 
family  already  Sufficiently  ^  agitafr- 
ed  and  afflicted.  Such,  his  royal 
highnefs  observed,  in  conclufion, 
were  the  fentiments  of  an  honeft 
heart,  equally  influenced  by  duty 
and  affection  to  his  royal  father, 
and  by  attachment  to  the  conflitu- 
tional  rights  of  his,  fubjedts  ;  and 
he  was  confident  that  if  his  royal 
brother  were  to  addrefs  them  in 
his  place,  as  a  peer  of  the  realm, 
thefe  were  the  fentiments  which  fie 
would  diftin&ly  avow. 

He  was  followed  by  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Glocefler, 
who,  after  Hating  the  peculiar  un- 
pleafantnefs  of  his  own  fituation, 
and  declaring  that  it  was  only  four 
hours  fince  he  had  heard  that  any 
thing  was  to  be  agitated  upon  the 
fubject  that  day,  deprecated  the 
difeuflion  of  a  quellion,  which  could 
oniv  tend  to  produce  the  moll  mif- 
chievous  confequences.  He  declar¬ 
ed  himfelf  a  mere  individual,  not 

■influenced 
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influenced  by  party,  but  actuated 
by  a  ilnoere  love  of  his  country, 
and  a  ftrongfenfe  of  wliat  he  knew 

O 

would  be  his  majefty’s  feelings, 
were  he  happily  to  recover  from  his 
prefent  lamented  indifpofition.  His 
royal  highnefs  truftcd,  that  the 
good  fenfe  and  loyalty  of  a  majori¬ 
ty  in  each  houfe  would  yet  prevent 
the  threatened  decifion  on  this 
point.  Perfeverance  in  it  was 
•mifchievous  to  the  laft  degree,  and 
could  not  be  meant  for  the  public 
good.  For  his  part,  he  felt  fo 
ftrongly  on  the  fubjedt,  that,  if  the 
attempt  was  perfifted  in,  and  the 
queftion  brought  before  that  houfe, 
he  could  only  fay,  that  he  believed 
he  iliould  not  dare  to  truft  himfelf 
to  come  forward  and  ipeak  his  fen- 
timents  on  the  extraordinary  con¬ 
duct  of  thofe,  who  were  unnecef- 
farily  inclined  to  compel  a  decifion 
on  fo  delicate  a  queftion. 

Notwithflanding  the  entreaties  of 
the  princes  of  the  royal  family,  the 
minifters  perfevered  in  their  inten¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  lord  chancellor  clofed 
the  converfation  by  declaring,  that 
though  he  much  lamented  the 
ftarting  of  fuch  a  queftion,  yet  he 
did  not  fee  how  they  could  now 
avoid  coming  to  fome  determina¬ 
tion  upon  it. 

^  f  Accordingly,  on  the 
*  wC‘  1  ‘  fixteenth  of  December, 
the  houfe  of  commons  having  re¬ 
solved  itfelf  into  a  committee,  Mr. 
Pitt  moved  the  three  following  re- 

t  o 

folutions,  the  firft  of  which  was 
.voted  unajiimoufly. 

I.  “  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
“  committee,  That  his  majefty  is 
*4  prevented,  by  his  prefent  indifpo- 
44  fition,  from  coming  to  his  parlia- 
14  menr,  and  from  attending  to 
4,4  public  bufipefs  ;  and  that  the  per- 
44  fonal  exercife  of  the  royal  autho- 
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44  rity  is  thereby,  for  the  pfefent, 
44  interrupted.” 

II.  44  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
44  this  committee,  That  it  is  the 
44  right  and  duty  of  the  lords  fpi- 
44  ritual  and  temporal  and  com- 
44  mons  of  Great  Britain,  now  af~ 
44  fembled,  and  lawfully,  fully,  and 
44  freely  reprefenting  all  the  ellates 
44  of  the  people  of  this  realm,  to 
44  provide  the  means  of  fupplying 
44  the  defect  of  the  perfonal  exer- 
44  cife  of  the  royal  authority,  arifing 
44  from  his  majefty’s  faid  indifpo- 
44  fition,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exi- 
44  gency  of  the  cafe  may  appear  to 
44  require.” 

ftefolved,  44  That  for  this  pur- 
44  pofe,  and  for  maintaining  entire 
44  the  conftitutional  authority  of  the 
44  king,  it  is  neceftary,  that  the 
44  faid  lords  fpiritual  and  tempo  - 
44  ral  and  commons  of  Great  Bri- 
44  tain,  iliould  determine  on  the 
44  means  whereby  the  royal  aftenfc 
44  may  be  given  in  parliament  to 
44  fuch  bill  as  may  be  pafted  by  the 
44  two  houfes  of  parliament,  refpect- 
44  ing  the  exercife  of  the  powers  and 
44  authorities  of  the  crown,  in  the 
44  name,  and  on  the  behalf  of  the 
44  kin  2:,  during-  the  continuance  of  his 
44  majefty’s  prefent  indilpolition.” 

The  arguments  urged  by  Mr.  Pitt 
in  fupport  of  the  fecond  refolution, 
were  principally  drawn  from  two 
fources,  the  precedents  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
the  acknowledged  maxims  and  fpi- 
rit  of  the  conftitution. 

With  refpetd  to  the  firft,  he  ad¬ 
mitted  that  no  precedent  occurred 
that  was  direttly  in  point  ;  viz.  in 
which  an  interruption  had  taken 
place  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the. 
royal  authority  with  any  legal  pro- 
vtfion,  at  a  time  when  there  exifted 
ail  heir  apparent  of  full  age.  But 

ho 
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he  remarked  that  there  were  many 
cafes  from  which  ftrong  analogies 
might  be  drawn,  and  which  tended 
greatly  to  elucidate  the  fubjeft. 
And  firft,  he  challenged  his  oppo¬ 
nents  to  point  outafingle  cafe,  either 
of  the  infancy,  infirmity,  or  illnefs 
of  a  fovereign,  in  which  the  full 
powers  of  fovereignty  were  exercif- 
td  by  any  perfon  whatever.  Ir  tlie 
right  attached  to  his  royal  high- 
nefs,  under  the  prefent  circumftan- 
ces,  in  the  fame  manner  as  on  the 
demife  of  his  father,  an  heir  pre- 
fumptive  v.rould  have  the  fame 
claim  as  an  heir  apparent  ;  but  the 
precedents  clearly  proved  that  no^ 
fuch  right  exifted.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  third,  no  heir  claimed 
the  exercife  of  fovereignty  :  ^  the 
parliament  provided  a  council  aoout 
the  King’s  perfon  to  exercife  the 
fovereign  functions.  In  the  reign 
of  Richard  the  fecond,  counceilors 
were  alfo  appointed  to  adminifter 
the  fovereign  authority.  In  the 
infancy  of  Henry  the  fixth,  the 
parliament  was  called  together  by 
the  voung  king’s  fecond  uncle,  the 
firft  being  ftill  living  abroad,  and 
the  aft  was  ratified  by.  the  parlia¬ 
ment  that  followed.  Thefe  three 
inftances  were  fuffieient  to  fliew  that 
the  exercife  of  the  fovereign  power 
during  the  infancy  of  the  king  was 
never  claimed  as  of  right,  but  al¬ 
ways  delegated  by  parliament. 
With  refpeft  to  cafes  of  abfence,  he 
obferved  that,  if  a  right  exifted  to 
reprefent  the  king,  it  muft  be  a  per- 
Kft  and  an  entire  right,  a  right  ad¬ 
mitting  of  no  modification  whatever, 
becaufe,  if  any  thing  iVfit  of  the 
whole  power  were  given,  it  would 
be  lefs  than  by  right  could  be  claim¬ 
ed,  and  confequently  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  that  no  fuch  right  exifted.  But, 
by  a  reference  to  the  ancient  records, 
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it  would  be  found  that  the  cujlos  reg v 
m,  or  lieutenant  for  the  king,  had 
never  been  inverted  with  the  whole 
fovereign  authority,  ft  he  powers 
given  to  the  cu (lodes  regni  had  oeen 
different  under  different  circum- 
ftances.  1  he  power,  lor  inftance, 
of  bellowing  benefices,  and  doing 
other  afts  of  fovereignty,  was  oc¬ 
casionally  granted  to  them  by  ex- 
prefs  efts — -a  man  if  eft  proof  that 
their  powers  had  Oeen  always  fub- 
jeft  to  limitation,  and  that  they  held 
their  offices  not  as  of  right,  out  by 
appointment.  With  refpeft  to  cafes 
of  infirmity,  one  inftance  had  occur¬ 
red  where  the  exercife  of  royalty  had 
been  interrupted,  and  which  appeal  -> 
ed  to  him  to  be  more  a  cafe  in  point 
than  any  other.  The  precedent  to 
which  he  alluded  was  that  of  Hen¬ 
ry  the  fixth,  which  differed  indeed 
from  the  prefent  cafe,  in  that  the  heir 
apparent  was  not  of  full  age,  But 
the  parliament  of  that  clay  not  only 
provided  for  the  moment,  but  look¬ 
ed  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
heir  apparent  fhould  attain  full  age, 
granting  him  a  reverfionary  patent, 
the. fame  precifely  with  the  regent  s, 
to  take  place  when  he  fhould  come 
of  age  :  and  though  they  provided 
for  allowing  him  at  that  period  more 
(  onliderable  powers  than  they  buf¬ 
fered  the  regent  to  poffefs,  they 
had  ftill  not  granted  hi-m  the  full 
powers  of  fovereignty,  but  had  made 
fuch  limitations,  as  proved  their  de¬ 
nial  of  any  right  exifting  indepen¬ 
dent  of  their  authority.  This  inftance 
he  thought  fufficient  to  fliew  the 
fenfe  of  parliament  in  thofe  days,  as 
much  as  if  the  heir  apparent  had 
been  of  full  age.  If  then  no  pre¬ 
cedent  contrary  to  thyfe  which  he 
had  ftated  could  be  found,  he  fhould 
prefume,  that  the  committee  would 
iff  courfe  admit,  that  no  right  exift- 


7§]  annDAl  re 

either  in  an  heir  apparent  of  an 
heir  prefumptive,  to  aftume  the 
fun&ions  of  royalty,  on  the  tem¬ 
porary  incapacity  of  the  love- 
reign. 

The  only  qiieftion,  then,  was, 
where  did  the  right  of  providing  for 
fuch  a  deficiency  exift  ?  If  no 
precedent,  in  hiftory  or  in  law,  was 
to  be  found,  for  the  exercife  of  fuch 
authority,  during  the  difability  of 
the  fovereign,  where  was  it  lodged  ? 
It  was  to  be  found  in  the  voice  of  the 
people  :  with  them  it  relied  ;  and, 
though  the  third  eftate  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  might  be  deficient,  yet  the  or¬ 
gans  of  fpeech  remained  entire  in 
their  reprefentatives,  the  lords  and 
commons,  through  whom  the  fenfe 
of  the  people  might  be  taken.  With 
them  therefore  it  refted,  as  a  right, 
to  provide  for  the  deficiency  of  the 
third  branch  of  the  legislature, 
whenever  a  deficiency  arofe.  Thefe 
were  not  merely  his  opinions,  but 
the  opinions  of  thofe  who  had  fram¬ 
ed  the  revolution.  They  had  not, 
indeed,  like  the  committee,  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  Interruptions  of  the 
regal  power,  While  the  throne  was 
full,  but  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of 
the  third  branch  of  the  legiflature, 
which  was  wholly  vacant.  As  the 
power  of  filling  the  throne  refted 
with  the  people  at  the  revolution, 
fo,  at  the  prefent  moment,  on  the 
fame  principles  of  liberty,  on  the 
fame  rights  of  parliament,  did  the 
providing  for  the  deficiency  reft 
with  the  people. 

He  again  adverted  to  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  fixth,  which  he  contend¬ 
ed  were  all  founded  on  the  preemp¬ 
tion  of  their  right  to  declare  both 
in  what  manner,  and  by  whom,  the 
royal  authority  was  to  be  exercifed, 
for  and  in  the  name  of  the  king.  In 
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that  reign,  the  duke  of  Gloceftet 
claimed  the  regency  and  applied 
to  parliament  for  the  fame  as  his 
right ;  but  the  anfwer  of  parliament 
to  this  claim  was,  that  he  neither 
had  by  birth,  hor  by  the  will  of  his 
brother,  any  right  whatever  to  the 
exercife  of  royal  authority.  They, 
however,  appointed  him  regent,  and 
entrufted  him  with  the  care  of  the 
young  king.  Here  then  was  an 
inftance  of  the  claim  of  right  having 
been  actually  made,  and  fully  de¬ 
cided  upon  bv  parliament,  which  de¬ 
clared  that  no  fuch  fight  exifted: 
Mr.  Pitt  concluded  his  fpeech  b^ 
defending  himfelf  againft  the  impu¬ 
tation  df  agitating,  Without  necef- 
fity,  queftions  of  a  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency.  He  denied  that  he  had  firfl 
flirred  them  ;  but  uncoriftitutional 
claims  having  been  afferted^  it  wa3 
their  duty  to  declare  their  right,  fo 
that  it  might  remain  afeeftaifted  be¬ 
yond  the  pofiibility  of  any  qtieftioii 
hereafter*  and  become  fectired  to 
pofteritv.  Ort  the  contrary  if  the 
right  were  not  declared,  it  would 
appear  that  the  two  houfes  had  made 
a  compromife  unbecoming  their  dig¬ 
nity,  and  had  a&ed  Upoti  perfonal 
motives,  father  than  a  due  regard  to 
the  true  interefts  of  their  coun¬ 
try. 

Lord  North  rofe  in  oppofition  to 
Mr.  Pitt.  He  did  not  underftand, 
he  laid,  how  it  would  appear  that 
the  committee,  by  agreeing  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
voting  the  refolution,  had  aOted 
with  greater  impartiality,  or  that 
the  public  would  be  convinced  that 
they  had  been  a&uated  by  motives 
lefs  perfonal,  than  if  they  did  not 
vote  it.  The  fa£t  of  the  incapacity 
of  the  fovereign  to  exercife  his  royal 
authority  being  properly  eftablifh- 
ed,  they  ought  immediately  to  pro  ¬ 
ceed 
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cetd  to  reftore  the  third  branch  of 
the  legiflature  ;  andg;he  foonerthey 
did  that  neccflary  adt  of  duty,  the 
lefs  would  their  proceedings  be  li¬ 
able  to  the  imputation  ot  having 
been  conduced  upon  perfonal  mo¬ 
tives.  In  confequence  ot  that  me¬ 
lancholy  misfortune,  which  they  all 
deplored,  they  were  fitting,  not  in¬ 
deed  in  the  form  of  a  convention 
(becaufe  it  happened  that  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  had  been  re¬ 
gularly  called  together)  but  with 
no  more  authority  than  a  conven¬ 
tion  poffefled,  to  do  that  duty  which 
the  calamity  of  the  moment  called 
upon  them  to  perform.  Under  fuch 
circumftances,  they  ought  to  con- 
6ne  themfelves  ftridtly  to  the  necef- 
(ity  of  the  cafe,  fince  every  ftep  they 
proceeded  beyond  the  necelfity  ot 
the  cafe,  was  a  ftep  in  error*,  and 
confequently  a  ftep  which  they 
vught  not  to  take.  The  motion,  he 
obferved,  called  upon  them  to  de¬ 
clare  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal.  What 
right  had  that  houfe  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
other  houfe  ?  In  the  fecond  part  of 
the  queltion  he  fawaprojedt  forpaff- 
ing  a  bill ;  a  projedt  diredtly  violating 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  and  to  which,  for  that 
reafon,  he  could  not  agree.  What 
right  had  that  houfe,  or  the  two 
houfes,  to  make  laws  ?  To  pafs  a 
bill,  was  to  do  an  adt  of  legiflation, 
and  to  alFume  powers  that  did  not 
belong  to  them  :  powers,  that  the 
conftitution  had  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  king,  lords,  and  commons,  in 
parliament  aftembled,  and  in  their 
hands  only.  Their  road  was  eafy 
and  fliort :  proceed  directly  to  no¬ 
minate  a  regent,  and  then,  when 
the  third  branch  was  reftored,  and 
the  Iegiflature  was  complete,  they 
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would  become  a  parliament,  perfedt 
in  all  its  conflitutional  form,  and 
they  might  legally  pafs  any  laws 
either  of  limitation,  reftridtion,  or  of 
any  other  kind.  But,  to  attempt  to 
proceed  otherwife,  was  to  trench 
on  rhe  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
while  they  lay  at  their  mercy.  They 
had  a  precedent,  he  faid,  diredtly 
in  point,  a  precedent  on  which  the 
{lability  of  our  prefent  happy  cou- 
ftitutian  refted.  How  had  thofe 
great  men  thought  it  therr  duty  to 
act, who  fettled  the  revolution  ?• — To 
declare  the  vacancy  of  the  throne., 
and  immediately  to  reftore  the  re¬ 
gal  power,  and  render  the  legifla- 
ture  complete. 

The  original  propofition  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  mafter  of  rhe  rolls, 
the  lord  advocate  of  Scotland,  the 
attorney  and  folicitor  general,  and 
the  folicitor  general  to  the  queen. 
They  inftfted  much  upon  the  filence 
both  of  the  common  andftatute  law, 
with  refpedt  to  a  right  exifting  in 
any  perfon  to  the  regency — They 
faid  it  was  cafus  non  provifus ,  and 
that  the  lords  and  commons,  beiqg 
the  ony  two  branches  of  the  legii- 
lature  in  a  capacity  to  adt,  were 
bound  to  provide  fuch  means  for 
fupplving  the  defedt  as  were  nmft 
confmant  and  analogous  to  the  law 
of  the  land.  They  argued  upon-  a 
diftindtion  between  the  political  and 
natural  capacity  of  the  king,  and 
maintained,  that  in  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  the  law,  the  monarchy  was 
flill  perfect  and  complete,  and  the 
king’s  political  capacity  entire,  not- 
withftanding  his  prefent  illnefs  — 
The  lord  advocate  for  Scotland 
added,  that  from  a  number  of  pre¬ 
cedents  to  be  found  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  that  kingdom,  ic  appeared, 
that  the  appointment  of  a  regent, 
whatever  his  powers  might  be,  had 
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always  been  made  in  Scotland  as  in 
England,  under  the  fan&ion  and 
authority  of  the  Slates  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  either  previously  given,  or  af¬ 
terwards  interpofed,  and  fometlmes 
the  next  heir  of  the  crown  had  been 
appointed,  Sometimes  not,  fometimes 
one  regent,  and  at  other  times  more 
than  one. 

Mr.  Hardinge  laid  great  Slrefs 
upon  the  precedents  of  Henry  the 
iixth,  and  upon  the  regency  bills 
which  paffed  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  Second,  and  of  the  prefent  king. 
In  the  former,  in  cafe  of  a  minority, 
the  pnneefs  of  Wales  was  made 
regent,  and  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land,  the  next  prefumptive  heir, 
paffed  by  ;  in  the  latter,  the  king 
was  enabled  to  nominate  a  regent 
by  his  will,  though  the  duke  of 
York  was  the  next  major  in  fuccef- 
fior?.— -Thefe  indeed  were  a6is  of 
complete  legislatures  ;  but  in  the 
debates  which  they  oceafioned,  no 
complaint  was  made,  no  idea  Started 
that  they  were  doing  an  injury  to  the 
right  of  the  prefumptive  heir,  or  that 
of  any  other. — He  jikewife  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  convention  at  the 
revolution  did,  in  their  declaration 
refpecling  the  appointment  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary  to  be  king  and  queer?, 
and  the  definition  of  the  Separate 
powers  of  each,  decide  upon  an  ab¬ 
stract  queftion  of  right,  and  did  le¬ 
gislate,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
as  far  as  was  now’  propofed  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  Fox  combated  thefe  argu¬ 
es 

ments  with  great  force  and  acute- 
nefs.  Fie  began  by  declaring,  that 
In  his  opinion  the  labours  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  tofearch  for  prece¬ 
dents  had  been  entirely  fruitlefs,  all 
of  thofe  reported  being  either  irre¬ 
levant  and  inapplicable,  inconfiffent 
with  each  other,  or  drawn  from  pe¬ 


riods  of  civil  violence,  anarchy,  and 
confufion. — Of  this  latter  fort  he 
{hewed  the  precedents  fo  much  in¬ 
filled  upon,  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Sixth  eminently  to  be  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  proved,  that  fo  far  as  their 
inconfiflency  with  each  other  afford¬ 
ed  any  ground  of  argument,  they 
were,  on  the  whole,  more  favour¬ 
able  to  his  opinions  than  thofe  of 
his  opponents. 

Fie  next  endeavoured  to  prove, 
from  the  fpirit  and  practice  of  the 
confiitution,  and  the  absurdities  and 
dangers  to  which  a  contrary  doc¬ 
trine  would  lead,  his  main  posi¬ 
tion,  viz.  that  the  prince  had,  fub- 
je£t  to  the  adjudication  of  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  an  exclusive 
right,  under  the  exilling  circum- 
ffances,  to  the  full  exercife  of  the 
royal  authority. 

The  affnmption  of  a  power  to 
nominate  a  regent,  he  considered, 
fo  far  as  it  went,  as  a  conversion 
of  the  fucceSfion  of  the  monarchy 
from  hereditary  to  elective,  infill¬ 
ing,- that  the  poflefhon  of  the  crown, 
and  of  the  executive  authority,  mull, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  be  governed 
by  the  fame  principles.  In  order  to 
illuffrate  this,  he  put  the  cafe  of 
a  foreigner  aSking  an  Englishman, 
whether  the  monarchy  of  Great 
Britain  was  hereditary  or  elective  ? 
Any  man  familiar  with  the  theory 
of  the  constitution  would  naturally 
anfwer  that  it  was  hereditary  ;  but, 
if  the  doftrine  of  that  day  prevail¬ 
ed,  if  the  houfe  fet  afide  the  he- 
reditay  right  to  the  exercife  of  the 
king’s  authority,  during  its  perfonal 
fufpenfion,  the  anfwer  mu  SI  be,  “  I 
“  cannot  tell,  aSk  his  majeSty’s 
“  phyficians  :  when  the  king  of  Eng- 
“  land  is.  in  good  health  the  mo- 
“  narchy  is  hereditary  ;  but  when 
H  he  is  ill,  and  incapable  of  exer- 
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“  ciling  the  fovcreign  authority,  it 
“  is  elective.” 

Let  the  committee  confider  the 
danger  of  making  any  other  perfon 
regent  befides  the  prince  of  Wales. 
If  theiwo  houfes  could  chufe  a  re¬ 
gent,  they  might  chufe  whom  they 
pleafed  :  they  might  chufe  a  foreign¬ 
er,  a  Catholic  (for  the  law  defines 
not  the  regent)  who  while  he  held 
the  po\eer  of  the  third  edate,  might 
prevail  on  the  other  two  branches  of 
the  legiflature  to  concur  with  him 
in  altering  or  fetting  afide  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  houfe  ofBrunfwick. 
He  faw  this  fuppofition  was  deem¬ 
ed  extravagant  ;  but  he  meant  to 
put  an  extravagant  cafe.  He  had 
not  however  put  an  impofiible  one; 
let  them  turn  to  the  favourite  pe¬ 
riod  of  our  hiftory  (favourite  at 
leail  with  the  other  fide  of  the 
houfe  that  day)  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  fixth,  and  they  would  find,  that 
Richard,  duke  of  York,  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  power  as  protestor 
of  the  kingdom,  and  a&ualiy  difin- 
herited  the  prince  of  Wales,  and 
the  whole  line  of  Lancafter,  though 

;  O 

they  were  more  nearly  allied,  and 
had  much  better  pretenfions  to  the 
crown  than  the  houfe  of  York. 

'  The  fame  difmal  feene  which  had 
difgraced  our  annals  at  that  period, 
might  be  a£ted  over  again. 

He  contended,  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  regent,  in  the  manner 
now  propofed  implied  a  right  in 
the  two  houfes  to  legiflate  and  en- 
a£t  laws  in  the  teeth  of  the  datute 
pf  the  13th  of  Charles  the  fecond, 
which  not  only  declared,  that  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament  could  not 
make  laws  without  the  confent  and 
con  urrence  of  the  king,  but  alfo 
declared,  that  whoever  ibould  pre¬ 
fume  to  affirm  the  contrary,  ibould 
be  guilty  of  high  treafen.  7  he 
Yol.  XXXI. 


right  to  make  laws  reded  only  in 
the  legiflature  complete,  and  not 
in  the  concurrence  of  any  two 
branches  of  it.  Upon  that  very 
principle  was  our  conditution  built, 
and  on  the  prefervation  of  it  did  its 
exidence  depend.  Were  the  cafe 
otherwife,  the  conditution  might  be 
eafily  dedroyed ;  becaufe  if  the 
two  branches  could  affume  the 
power  to  make  law,  they  might, 
in  that  law,  modify  or  entirely 
change  the  nature  of  the  third 
edare. 

The  prefent  fituation  of  affairs 
had  been  compared  to  the  revolu¬ 
tion  ;  but  their  proceedings  were 
diametrically  oppofite.  At  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  revolution  the  conven¬ 
tion  which  was  then  affembled,  con- 
feious  that  they  could  not  make 
any  change  in  the  genious  of  the 
monarchy,  until  they  had  a  head, 
fird  redored  the  third  eftate,  and 
then  defined  its  power ;  whereas 
the  committee  were  called  on  to 
proceed  in  a  different  way  ;  firft, 
to  new-caft  the  office,  and  then  to 
declare  the  officer.  And  what  mud; 
be  the  fituation  of  a  regent  elected 
by  that  houfe  ?  He  muft  be  a  pa¬ 
geant  and  puppet,  a  mere  creature 
of  their  own.  They  might  appoint 
him  for  a  year,  a  month,  a  day,  and 
fo  change  the  monarchy  into  a  re¬ 
public.  Tlie  fafety  of  the  whole 
depended  on  the  jealoufy  which, 
each  retained  againft  the  others ;  not 
on  the  patriotifm  of  any  one  branch 
of  the  legiflature,  but  rather  on  the 
feparate  interefts  of  the  three  con¬ 
curring,  through  different  views,  to 
one  general  good.  All  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  would  be  dedroyed  by  the 
prefent  projedl,  which  would  ra¬ 
dically  alter  the  government,  and 
of  confequonce  overturn  the  con- 
ftitution. 

[f] 
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Another  michief,  and.  that  of  the 
mo  ft  feripus  nature,  might  arife 
from  an  elective  regency.  What, 
if  the  two  hollies  fliould  clifgree  in 
the  per  fori  to  be  appointed  ?  What, 


Under  filch  cireumftances,  than  any 
other  individual  fubject.  He  did 
not  underftand  the  invidious  dig¬ 
nity  he  had  been  exalted  to  on 
this  occafion  ;  but  fince  the  right 


if  one  regent  (hold  be  appointed  -  honourable  gentleman  was  deter 
in  England  and  another  in  Ireland  ?  mined  to  make  a  perfonal  queftion 
With°refpe&  to  Ireland,  if  the  two  between  them,  why  would  they  not 
houfes  or  the  Britiili  parliament  put  it  on  hib  own  opinion,  and  let 
fnnply  declared  the  prince  of  Wales  the  queftion  be,  “  lhat  it  is  the 
regent,  moft  probably  the  parlia-  “  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
ment  in  Ireland  would  do  the  fame  ?  “  his  royal  highneis  the  prince  or 

if  they  {peculated,  the  I  rich  parlia¬ 
ment  would  fpeculate.  Were  the 
queftion  of  right  but  once  let  afloat, 
it  would  become  irnpoiTible  to  fay  to 
•  what  extent  it  might  be  carried. 

Having  fully  argued  the  right  or 
the  prince  of  Wales  upor.  theft  and 
other  grounds,  Mr.  Fox  adverted 
to  the  all  edged  neceftity  for  the 
prefent  mode  of  proceeding,  and 


urged  the  fallacy  of  pretending 
that  tlie  opinion  which  he,  as  a 
private  member  of  that  houfe,  had 
delivered,  and  the  opinion  which  ,  4 

his  noble  and  learned  friend  (lord  the  public  attention  by  a  paitry  tii 
Loughborough)  had  delivered  elfe-  timph  over  him,  though  that  tri 


“  Wales,  being  o  '  full  age  and 
“  capacity,  has  no  more  right  to 
u  exercHe  the  royal  authority,  dur- 
“  ing  his'  ma jelly’s  incapacity, 
“  than  any  other  individual  fub- 
“  ject  r  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  well  knew,  that  he  dared 
not  venture  to  fub}e£t  fuch  a  quef¬ 
tion  to  debate.  Confcious  of  his 
error,  and  confcious  that  fo  mo»- 
ftrous  a  doctrine  as  lie  had  buf¬ 
fered  himfelf,  in  an  evil  hour,  to 
deliver,  had  revolted  the  public 
mind,  he  now  fought  to  divert 


where,  made  it  neceftftry.  The  re- 
fofutions  moved  appeared  in  his 
opinion  as  infidioufly  calculated  to 
convey  a  cent ure  on  the  fentimems 
which  hfcdeiivci ed,  whiletheyferv- 
cd  as  an  inftrmnent  of  evafion  of 


umph  could  not  be  obtained  with¬ 
out  a  marked  infult  upon  the  prince 
of  Wales.  For,  whatever  opinion 
of  the  princes’  right  he  (Mr. 
Fox)  might  entertain,  why  iTiould 
that  right  be  difeufted  which  had 


~  . .  .  # 

an  alfeftion  highly  revolting  to  the  been  neither  claimed,  nor  was  in* 

public  mind  made  by  the  right  ho  tended  to  be  claimed  ?  That  tnis 
nourable  gentleman  himfelf.  Upon  was  the  preciie  ftate  of  the  tact, 
the  prefent  occafion  there  had  been  Was  not  to  be  doubted,  after  the 
two  after  tions  of  pofitive  rights  on  declaration  which  had  been  fo  gra- 
two  tides  of  the  houfe.  On  his  < ioufly  communicated,  from  the 


fide  the  aftertion  of  the  right  of 
the  heir  apparent,  being  of  full  age 
and  capacity  to  exercife  the  fove- 
reign  authority  during  his  mejeftyft 
infirmity.  On  that  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  the  affenibh 


highefl  authority,  in  another  place. 
The  claim  being  thus  difavowed, 
how  mu  ft  the  preamble  of  a  bill 
run,  truly  to  deferibe  the  cafe  as  it 
flood  at  prefent,,:  “  Whereas  his 
•“  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 


that  the  prince  had  no  more  right  “  Wales  has  never  claimed  a  right 
to  exercife  the  fovereign  authority  “  to  the  regency,  it  becomes  lie- 


u  r  q 
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'  cefiary  for  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
“  temporal,  and  for  the  commons  of 
“  England,  to  declare,  that  his  royal 

highnefs  has  no  righf,  and  tiicrc;- 
“  fore  we  do  hereby  declare  his 
“  royal  HLhntfs  Lie  recent  of  thefe 

Co  f  v^) 

T  kingdoms  ?”  VVhat  could  be  more 
ridiculous  than  a  bill  opening  with 
this  language?  and  fo  it  mud  be 

o  o 

worded,  unlefs  they'  falfifi'ed  the 
fad. 

Toward  the  coiiclufion  of  his 
fpecc'i,  Mr.  Fox  adverted  to  an  ar¬ 
gument  advanced  againfl  him,  in- 
eluding;  a  charge,  that  he  had  de- 
lertcd  the  cauie  ivhich  lie  had  here¬ 
tofore  been  fuppofed  to  claim  the 
peculiar  merit  of  Handing  forth  on 
ad  occafions  to  defend,  and  had  thus 
manifested  an  inattention  to  the  pri- 
vil  eges  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
as  oppofed  td  the  encroachments  of 
the  prerogative.^  of  the  crowd.. 
Upon  this  occafion,  Mr.  Pox  re¬ 
marked,  that  his  refiftance  of  die 
latter,  when  it  had  been  thought  in- 
creafing  unconftitutionally,  Was  well 
known.  The  influence  of  tile  crown 
had  been  more  than  once  checked 
in  that  houfe,  and  (he  really  be¬ 
lieved)  to  the  advantage  of  the 
people.  Whenever  the  executive, 
■authority  was  urged  beydnd  its  rea- 
finable  extent,  it  ought  to  be  re¬ 
filled,  but  he  cLfired  to  afk  if  this 
w  as  an  occafion  for  exercifing  the 
co'nmtiitional  po'wer  of  refilling  the 
prerogative  or  the  influence  of  the 
crown  in  that  houfe  ?  He  had  ever 
made  it  his  pride  to  combat  with 
the  crown  in  the  pLnirude  of  its 
power  and  the  fullcefs  of  its  autho¬ 
rity  :  he  wifjied  not  td  trample  on 
its  lights  while  it  lay  extended  at 
their  feet,  deprived  of  its  functions, 
and  incapable  of  refinance.  Let 
the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman 
pride  himf  Jf  on  a  vi&ory  obtained 
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again!!  a  defcnceltfs  foe  ;  let  him 
boa  ft  of  a  triumph  where  no  battle 
had  been  fought,  and,  confequent- 
]y,  where  no  glory  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  !  Let  him  fake  advantage 
of  the  calamities  of  human  nature; 
let  him,  like  an ‘unfeeling  lord  of 
the  manor,  riot-in  the  riches  to  be 
acquired  by  plundering  ihipwrecks, 
by  rigoroufiy  fei'zing  on  waifs,  and 
ltrays,and  dcodands^and  all  the  accu¬ 
mulated  produce  of  the  various  ac¬ 
cidents  v/hidr  misfortune  -could 
throw  into  his  power;  Let  it  not 
be  my  boa  ft,  he  laid,  to  have  gain¬ 
ed  fueh  victories,  obtained  fuch 
triumphs,  or  availed  rayfelf  of 
wealth  fo  acquired.  'I'he  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  he  added,  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  fo  long  in  the 
pofieflion  of  power  that  he  could 
not  endure  to  part  with  it,  and  was 
at  leaft  refolvcd  to  deftray  v/hat  he 
might  no  longer  be  permitted  to  en¬ 
joy.  He  had  experienced  the  full 
favour  of  the  crown,  and  enjoyed 
the  advantage  of  exerting  all  its 
prerogatives  ;  and,  finding  the  ope¬ 
ration  ofi  the  whole  not  too  much 
for  the  fiiccebful  carrying  on  of  the 
government,  he  had  determined  to 
■cripple  his  iucceffors,  and  deprive 
them  of  the  fame  advantages  which 
he  had  pofLffed  ;  and  thus  circurn- 
feribe  their  power  to  ferve  their 
.country,  as  if  he  dreaded  that  they 
would  lhad e  his  fame. 

Mr.  Pitt  made  a  (Port  reply,  in 
which  he  Lid,  that  the  perfonal  at¬ 
tack  jail  made  Upon  him  was  nei¬ 
ther  provoked  nor  juilihed  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  bad  opened  the 
debate,  and  was  unfounded,  arro¬ 
gant,  and  prefumpitroiis.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  thought 
proper  to  announce  himfcll  and 
his  friends'  to' be  the  fucceffors-  of  the 
prefent  adminiftration.  He  did  not 

T  F j 2  know 


g4j  ANNUAL  RE 

know  cm  what  authority  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  made  this 
declaration  ;  but  he  thought,  that 
with  a  view  to  thofe  questions  of 
expediency  which  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  had  introduced,  both 
the  houfe  ana  the  country  were 
obliged  to  him  for  this  feafonable 
warning  of  what  they  were  to  ex - 
peCt.  The  nation  had  already  had 
experience  of  that  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,  and  his  principles. 
It  was  the  profeffed  object  of  the 
party  with  which  he  a  tied  to  en¬ 
deavour,  by  the  weight  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  political  influence,  to 
nominate  the  minders  of  the  crown. 
It  could  not  be  denied,  that  they 
maintained  it  as  a  fundamental 
principle,  that  a  minifter  ought 
at  all  times  fo  to  be  nominated. 
He  would  therefore  fpeak  plain¬ 
ly.  If  perfons  who  pofTcfTed  thele 
principles  were  in  reality  likely 
to  be  the  advifers  of  the  prince 
m  the  exercife  of  thofe  powers 
which  were  neceflary  to  be  given 
during  the  prefent  unfortunate  inter¬ 
val,  it  was  the  ftrongeil  additional 
reafon,  if  any  were  wanting,  for 
being  careful  to  confider,  what  the 
extent  of  thofe  powers  ought  to  be. 
It  was  impffible  not  to  fuppofe, 
that  by  filch  advifers  thofe  powers 
would  be  perverted  to  a  purpofe 
which  it  was  indeed  impofflble  to 
imagine  that  the  prince  of  Wales 
could,  if  he  was  aware  of  it,  ever 
endure  for  a  moment :  but  to  which, 
by  artifice  and  mifreprefentation,  he 
might  unintentionally  be  made  ac- 
ceifary; — for  the  purpofe  of  creating 
fi  permanent  weight  and  influence  in 
the  hands  of  a  party,  which  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  juft  rights  of 
the  crown  when  the  moment  ihould 
arrive  (fo  much  wifhed,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  fo  foon  to  be  expeCted)  of 


G  IS  TER,  1789. 

his  majefty  being  able  to  refumc  the 
exercife  of  his  own  authority. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
debate,  he  obferved,  that  it  had  been 
argued  upon  grounds  of  expediency, 
as  if  the  conteft  was  between  two 
rival  rights,  and  the  only  queftion, 
in  favour  of  which  the  arguments 
preponderated.  He  fliould  be  per¬ 
fectly  ready  to  meet  the  queftion 
upon  this  iffue  ;  but,  in  faCt,  this 
was  not  a  fair  ftate  of  the  cafe. 
The  right  of  the  ptince  of  Wales 
was  not  to  be  conftdered  as  a  rival 
right,  to  be  argued  on  the  fame 
grounds  as  the  other.  It  was  a  right 
which  could  not  exift  unlefs  it  was 
capable  of  being  exprefsly  and  po- 
fitively  proved  j  whereas  the  right 
of  parliament  was  that  which  ex- 
ifted  of  courfe,  unlefs  fome  other 
right  could  be  proved  to  exclude  it. 
It  was  that  which,  on  the  principles 
of  this  free  conftitution,  muft  al¬ 
ways  exift  in  every  cafe  where  nc 
pofttive  provision  had  been  made 
by  law,  and  where  the  necefiity  of 
the  cafe,  and  the  fafety  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  called  for  their  interpofition. 
The  abfence  of  any  other  right  was 
in  itfelf  enough  to  conftitute  the 
right  of  the  two  houfes  ;  and  the 
bare  admiftion  that  the  right  of  the 
prince  of  Wales  was  not  clearly  and 
exprefsly  proved,  virtually  operated 
as  an  admiftion  of  e»ver y  point  unefer 
difcuiTion. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  Mr. 
Rufhworth  (member  for  Newport. 
Hants) Handing  upon  the  floor,  the 
whole  of  which  was  crowded  up  to 
the  table,  deli  red  that  gentlemen  of 
more  experience  and  age  than  him- 
ftlf  would  refer  to  the  glorious 
reign  of  George  II.  Let  them  re¬ 
call,  he  faid,  to  their  memory  the 
year  1745  :  fuppofe  that  great  and 
good  king  had  lain  under  a  fimilar 

affliction 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [S$ 


afHidion  at  that  period ;  where  was 
the  man,  much  lefs  the  minifter, 
that  would  have  dared  to  come  down 
to  that  houfe,  and  boldly,  in  the 
face  of  the  world,  fay,  that  the 
prince  of  Wales  had  no  more  right 
to  the  regency  than  any  other  fub- 
?  [A  continued  call  of  hear  !  hear  ! 
prevailing  in  all  parts  of  the  houfe  ;  J 
the  man  or  minifter,  he  added,  who 
would  have  dared  to  have  uttered 
fuch  language,  muft  have  found 
ih  eiter  in  lome  other  place  than  the 
houfe  of  commons,  or  in  the  whole 
kingdom  of  England. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon 

the  motion  made  by  lord  North  ; 

when  there  appeared  Ayes  204, 

Noes  268.  The  fecond  and  third 

refolutions  were  then  feverally  put, 

and  carried  without  further  debate. 

r*  o  On  the  1 8th  the  houfe 
-Dec.  18.  c 

adjourned  on  account  or 

the  illnefs  of  Mr.  Fox,  to  the 
day  following  ;  when  Mr.  Pitt  be¬ 
ing  called  upon  to  inform  the  houfe 
more  diftindly  of  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  he  intended  to  adopt, 
ftated,  that  as,  in  contemplation 
of  law,  his  majefty’s  political  ca¬ 
pacity  was  entire,  he  fhould  pro- 
pofe,  that  their  proceedings  fhould 
be  under  the  royal  authority,  dele¬ 
gated  by  a  commiftion  under  the 
great  feal.  That  commiftioners  fo 
appointed  fhould  open  the  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  name  of  his  majefty, 
in  the  ufual  form,  and  afterwards 
give  the  royal  affent  to  fuch  bill  as 
might  be  puffed  by  the  two  houfes 
for  appointing  a  regent  to  exercife 
fo  much  of  the  royal  authority  as 
was  neceffary  to  be  exercifed  during 
his  ma  jefty’s  indifpofition.  This  he 
conceived  to  be  the  only  mode  of 
proceeding  that  could  be  adopted 
confidently  with  the  principles  of 
the  conflitution. 


The  report  from  the  committee 
being  then  brought  up,  and  the  firft 
refolution  read  and  agree  to,  the 
fecond  was  objeded  to  by  fir  Grey 
Cooper. 

He  began  by  exprtfting  his  doubt, 
whether  the  houfe  could,  with  pro¬ 
priety,  and  confidently  with  the  or¬ 
der  and  regularity  of  their  proceed - 
ings,  agree  to  the  refolution  re¬ 
ported  from  the  committee  on  the 
date  of  the  nation.  He  contended, 
that  in  their  prefent  imperfect  date, 
neceftity  alone  could  juftify  or  autho¬ 
rize  their  proceedings.  They  had,  in 
all  the  fteps  which  they  have  hitherr 
to  taken,  aded  under  the  authority, 
and  moved  by  the  mere  impulfe,  of 
that  neceftity  ;  and  if  any  part  of 
their  proceedings  tranfgreffed  the 
clear  limits  of  that-  neceflity,  and 
the  dired  courfe  which  it  points  out 
to  us,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  an 
aft  of  felf-conjlituted  power,  and  of 
very  dangerous  tendency  and  confe- 
quence. 

The  point  in  queftion,  therefore, 
was,  whether  the  fecond  refolution 
now  reported  was  or  was  not  an  ad 
of  necefhty,  for  the  purpofe  of Tup- 
plying  the  defeat  in  the  iegiflature, 
by  the  king’s  incapacity.  He  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  refolution,  declar¬ 
ing  the  right  and  duty  of  the  hoivie, 
was  not  neceffary,  becaufe  there 
appeared  to  him  no  real  impediment 
or  obftacle  to  their  progrefs,  which 
it  wasrequifite  to  remove  and  clear 
away  before  they  could  ad  in  their 
deliberative  capacity.  That  there 
was  no  claim  of  right,  no  denial  of 
their  authority,  no  matter  of  which 
the  houfe  could,  confidently  with 
the  gravity  and  order  of  its  pro¬ 
ceedings,  take  parliamentary  notice 
or  cognizance. 

At  the  revolution,  the  convention 
parliament  did  npt,  in  the  famous 
[  F  ]  3  committee 
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committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  declare  what  it  was  their  right 
or  their  duty  to  do.  It  appears  that 
Finch  and  fir  Edward  Seymour,  and 
fome  other  leading  men  at  that  time, 
delivered  and  maintained  opinions 
dire&ly  contrary  tothe  principles  on 
which  the  firft  refolution  of  the  28th 
of  January  1689  was  grounded. 
But  the  grand  committee  propofed 
no  refolution  to  vindicate  or  eftablijli 
their  right  a  gain  ft  fuck  affertions 
They  exercifed  their  right,  and  did 
the  noble  work  they  were  about  • 
and  they  thought  that  the  doing  the 
deed  comprehended  in  it,  and  in- 
conteftably.  proved,  both  their  right 
and  their  duty  to  do  it. 

Having  Submitted  to  the  houfe 
thefe  observations  on  the  order  or 
their  proceedings,  he  requefted  the 
indulgence  of  their  attention  to  fume 
remarks  upon  the  precedents  on 
which  the  rip'ht  honourable  gentle- 
man  had  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
refolutions,  and  particularly  on  the 
precedent  of  the  3 2d  and  33d  of 
Henry  the  ftxth,  which  runs  from 
page  42  to  page  77  in  the  report 
from  the  committee  ;  and  which, 
being  the  only  one  touching  the  flip- 
ply  of  the  defedi:  in  the  royal  autho¬ 
rity  from  ftcknefs,  bore  with  the 
moll  force  on  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  and  perfons.  The  precedent 
had  been  much  relied  on  ;  it  had 
been  propofed  as  a  pattern  lor  their 
proceeding  in  the  great  and  arduous 
affair  which  a  rnoft  deplorable  ne- 
ceffity  impeded  upon  them.  He 
would  venture  to  undertake  to  prove; 
by  the  irrefragable  evidence  of  re- 
rords,  and  the  authentic  hiftory  of 
the  times,  that,  during  the  courfe 
of  all  the  proceedings  which  col- 
ledtively  form  that  precedent,  both 
houfes  of  parliament  were  in  the 
moft  abjtdl  and  humiliated  ftate  of 
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dependence  on  the  power  and  will 
of  Richard  duke  of  York,  and  the 
potent  and  formidable  faction  of  the 
noble  families  who  adhered  to  him, 
and  fallowed  the  projects  of  his  am¬ 
bition  ;  and  that  every  ftep  they 
took,  every  declaration  they  made, 
and  every  abl  they  did  or  pafted, 
were  taken  and  done  under  the  im~ 
predion  of  immediate  force  and  ir~ 
refiftible  influence.  After  the  afiaili- 
nation  of  the  virtuous  duke  of  GI011- 
cefter,  the  king’s  uncle,  Richard, 
duke  of  York,  became  firft  prince  of 
the  blood,  and  preemptive  heir  to 
the  croWn.  The  prince  of  Wales 
was  born  in  October  1453?  an<^  about 
this  time  the  king  fell  into  a  diforder 
in  his  'mind,  which  rendered  him 
unfit  even  to  maintain  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  royalty.  The  queen  and 
her  favourite,  the  duke  of  So  mem 
•fet,  found  themfelves  obliged  by 
this  exigency  to  yield,  for  a  time, 
to  the  high  power  and  connections 
of  the  duke  of  York.  Somerfet 
was  adlually  fentr  to  the  tower  on 
the  13th  of  February  1454.  Ri¬ 
chard  was  appointed,  or,  more  pro¬ 
perly  fpeaking,  appointed  himfelf, 
lieutenant  to  the  king,  for  holding 
the  parliament.  About  this  time 
the  famous  earl  of  Warwick,  the 
earls  of  Silifoury  and  Weftrriore- 
1  ind,  and  many  others  of  the  duke’s 
followers,  were  admitted  into  the 
council,  in  the  place  of  the  former 
admin iftration,  and  had  the  whole 
government  in  their  hands.  By 
their  command  and  influence,  the 
committee  of  lords  was  fent  on  the 
2-7/d  of  March  ro  the  king,  who  lay 
fick  at  Windfor..  to  take  his  pleafure 
upon  certain  queftions  ftated  in  their 
com  million.  On  the  25  th  of  March, 
’the  bill  10 p  of  Carlifle,  one  cf  the 
deputed  lords,  reported  to  the  houfe, 
that  they  found  the  king  in  a  ftate 

of 
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ct  perfect  lethargy  and  infenfibility. 
Then  followed,  on  the  27th  of 
March,  the  famous  t  ran  fad  ion  of  the 
nomination  and  eh.dtion  of  the  duke 
of -  York  to  his  firft  prot  edtorare,  by 
the  peers  fpiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  affcmbled,  without  any 
participation  or  even  confent  of  the 
commons.  Sir  Grey  Cooper  ob- 
ferved  that  he  did  not  eonfider  their 
appointment  cf  the  duke  of  York  to 
rht.  fir  ft  protectorate,  as  m  any  re- 
fped  proceeding  even  from  die  free 
deliberation  o?  hoicc  of  the  houfe 
of  lords  ;  but,  that  it  v-ns  dictated 
and  compelled  by  the  controuling 
and  overbearing  poweh  of  the 
duke  and  his  adherents.  This 
conclulion  was  not  founded  on  con- 
jedime,  or  the  mere  r  mhority  of  any 
hiftoi  ian  orannalif  ;  but,  on  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  records  of  parliament. 
He  then  cited,  from  the  fifth  volume 
of  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  the  cafe 
of  the  purgation  of  the  duke  of 
York  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  upon, 
occafion  of  the  trial  of  the  earl  of 
Devonfhire  for  treafon,  in  the  year 

1  A  P'  P 

This  record,  he  faid,  proved  to' 
demonftrntion  in  what  a  wretched 
ftate  of  fubmiftion  and  proftration 
the  whole  houfe  of  peers  lay  at  the 
feet  of  the  protestor.  For,  the  man 
whom  they,  with  one  voice,  declar¬ 
ed  to  be,  and  to  have  been,  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjed  to  the  king, 
had,  not  two  years  before  they  made 
this  di /honourable  declaration,  le¬ 
vied  open  war  againft  the  king,  and 
piarched  with  an  army  to  the  gates 
of  his  capital,  and  was  at  the 
very  moment,  known  to  be  contt fl¬ 
ing  the  king’s  title  to  the  crown. 
Sir  Grey  faid,  he  would  nextflrew, 
by  a  record,  ofunqucftionable autho¬ 
rity  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
y/as  at  the  very  fame  lime,  yn  an 


humble,  helplefs,  and  di  (graceful 
ftate  of  dependence  on  the  fame 
power.  He  then  cited  the  famous 
cafe  of  the  imprifonment  of  Thorpe, 
the  feeaker,  which  happened  juft  at 
the  time  of  the  duke  of  York’s  be¬ 
ing  appointed  lieutenant  of  the 
king  to  hold  the  parliament,  and 
icon  afterwards  protedor  cf  the 
kingdom,  it  was  of  this  precedent, 
cited  in  a  debate  on  the,  '8th  of 
March,  :6ao,  chat  S?r  N.  Rich  ob¬ 
served,  “■  It  is  a  cqfe  begotten  by  tie 
<  ‘  iniquity  of  the  times ,  'when  the  duke 
<(  cf  'fork  might  have  an  over-grown 
power  in  it ,  and  therefore  wtfh  it 
‘k  may  not  be  meddled  with  f 

H cadde-d,  that  what  our  excellent 
hiftorian  Rapin  remarks  on  tbispar- 
liament,  and  the  other  parliaments 
about  this  time,  was  perfectly  juft, 
and  well  founded.  He  fays,  that 
the  contrary  refolutions  of  thofe  af- 
femblies,  clearly  fliew  that  they  act¬ 
ed  not  with  freedom,  but  were 
fwayed  by  the  events  which  happen¬ 
ed  before  their  deliberations. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1455,  the  king  was  fomewhat  re-, 
covered  from  his  indlfpofition,  and 
the  queen  moved  him  to  refume  his 
authority,  and  to  releafe  Somerfct 
from  the  Tower.  The  duke  of 
York  was  forced  to  retire.  He 
raifed  another  army,  and  the  battle 
of  Sr.  Alban’s  was  fought  in  the 
month  of  May  1455.  After  this 
great  event,  rhe  unfortunate  king 
was  reftored  to  the  appearance 
and  forms  of  royalty  ;  the  duke 
of  York  and  all  his  adherents  were 
declared  innocent  of  any  trea¬ 
fon  againft  the  king  ;  he  was  rein- 
ftated  in  the  .protectorate,  at  the 
inftaneeof  the  very  commons  whofe 
fpeaker  he  had  imprifoned  ;  and  up¬ 
on  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  he  was,  as- 
it  was  called,  exonerated  of  the  of- 
(Fj  4.  fice, 
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fice,  and  of  all  his  power.  It  was 
not  neceffary  to  ftate,  that  from 
the  period  of  the  battle  at  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s,  the  whole  kingdom  was  de¬ 
luged  with  blood,  and  involved  in 
confufion,  by  a  moft:  cruel  and  fero¬ 
cious  civil  war,  for  the  courfe  of 
30  years.  From  the  very  threshold 
of  this  difafi rous  period,  the  prece¬ 
dent  was  taken,  for  the  purpofe  of 
doing  what  the  houfe  of  peers,  who 
elected  the  duke  of  York,  declared 
they  would  not  do,  prejudice  my 
lord  the  prince. 

Upon  the  reading  of  thefe  records 
might  he  not  venture  to  aftc  the 
houfe,  whether  forne  feelings  of  re- 
fentment  and  indignation  did  not 
rile  in  their  breads  againft  thofe 
who  have  propofed  this  precedent 
as  a  pattern  for  their  conduct,  in 
one  of  the  mod  important  and  mo¬ 
mentous  emergencies,  thateverpre- 
fented  itfelf  to  parliament,  and  in 
which  all  the  great  energies  of  go¬ 
vernment,  all  the  rights  of  the  high- 
eft  and  moft  illuftrious  perfons,  and 
tbefirft  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
are  concerned  ? 

Mr.  Wyndham  fpoke  with  great 
ability  on  the  fame  fide,  and  con¬ 
tended  that  the  anologies  which  had 
been  drawn  from  the  known  and 
eftablifhed  maxims  and  practice  of 
the  conftitution,  were  too  clear  to 
bfe  miftaken,  and  too  forcible  to  be 
refilled.  He  maintained  that  nothing 
fbort  ofabfolute  neceftity  fliould  in¬ 
duce  the  houfe  to  violate  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  an  hereditary  devolution 


of  the  executive  power  ;  a  neceftity 
which,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  could 
not  be  pretended.  He  ridiculed  all 
attempts  to  decide  a  queftion  of  the 
nature  then  before  them  upon  mere 
legal  diftin&ions  ;  and  urged  the 
propriety  of  attending  to  the  con-., 
fequences  that  might  follow  from 
the  application  of  particular  prece^- 
dents  and  maxims  to  the  matter  in 
queftion,  rather  than  to  the  prece-r 
dents  and  maxims  themfelves. 

After  fome  farther  debate  it  was 
moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  firft, 
that  the  word  44  right”  fliould  be 
left  out  of  the  refolution  ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  that  inftead  of  the  words 
44  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exigence 
44  of  the  cafe  may  require”  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fliould  be  inferred,  ‘‘  by 
44  prelenting  an  addrefs  to  the 
44  prince  of  Wales,  heir  apparent 
“  and  of  full  age,  befeeching  him 
44  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  admini- 
44  ftration  of  the  civil  and  military 
14  government  of  the  country,  dur- 
44  ing  the  indifpofttion  of  his  ma- 
4-4  jelly,  and  no  longer.”  Thefe 
amendments  were  moved  by  Mr. 
Dempfter  and  Mr.  Po.wys,  arid  ne¬ 
gatived  without  a  divifion.  The 
third  refolution  being  then  read, 
Mr.  Dempfter  again  moved  that  all 
the  latter  part,  from  the  word  44  de- 
“  termine,”  /hould  be  left  out,  and 
that  the  amendment  he  had  before 
moved  fliould  be  inferted.  The 
debate  upon  this  queftion  was  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  following  day. 


C  II  A  R 
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'CHAP.'  IV. 


Fhe  minifers  explanation  of  the  meafures  he  intended  to  propofe  relative  to 
the  regency.  Re  fumed  debate  on  Mr.  Dempfers  motion .  Fhe  plan  of  the 

minifer  'warmly  oppofed  by  lord  North ,  Mr.  Burke ,  and  Mr.  Fox  as  tending 
to  an  utmeceffary  and  unconflitutional  affumption  of  pozvet .  Subfance  of 
Mr.  Fox’s  fpeech  on  that  occafion.  F he  plan  and  refolutions  defended  by  Mr. 
Pitt  ;  fubfance  of  his  fpeech.  Opinion  of  the  folicitor  general.  Mr.  Fox 
in  explanation.  Pointed  obfervations  from  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  refolutions 
carried  by  a  majority  of  251  to  178,  and  delivered  at  a  conference  to  the 
lords  ;  referred  to  a  committee  on  the  fate  of  the  nation.  Amendment  pro- 
pojed  in  the  commttee  by  lord  Ravodon  ;  fupported  by  lords  Stormont ,  Port- 
chefer,  and  Loughborough.  Original  refolutions  defended  by  lord  Camden, 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  and  the  chancellor  ;  fubfance  of  their  fpeeches. 
F he  marquis  of  Lanfdowne’s  approbation  of  the  meafures  of  the  minifer s, 
and  his  argument  in  oppofition  to  the  claim$  of  the  prince  oflVales.  Amend¬ 
ment  negatived  by  99  to  66.  F he  refolutions  fnally  agreed  to,  and  the  com-r 
mons  acquainted  therevoith.  Protef  by  forty -eight  lords.  Addreffes  and 
petitions  fent  up  from  federal  counties  and  corporations. 


T\EFORE  we  proceed 
ec.  22.  j-y  t0  tbe  debate  upon 

the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Dempfler,  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
obferve,  that  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  informed  the  houfe, 
that  it  was  his  intention,  in  cafe  the 
resolutions  he  had  moved  iliould  be 
agreed  to,  and  meet  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  to 
propofe,  that  the  lord  high  chancel¬ 
lor  iliould  be  impowered  to  put  the 
great  feal  to  a  commiffion  for  open¬ 
ing  the  parliament  in  the  ufual  form, 
and  that  as  foon  as  a  bill  iliould  be 
pailed  by  both  hetufes  for  providing 
for  the  exercife  of  the  royal  autho¬ 
rity,  under  certain  limitations,  dur¬ 
ing  his  majefty’s  indifpofition,  an¬ 
other  commiffion  fhould  be  fealed 
for  giving  to  fuch  aft  the  royal  af- 
fent. 

This  prqjeft  was  oppofed  upon  a 
great  variety  of  grounds  by  lord 
North,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Burke. 
In  the  firft  place  it  was  argued,  that 
it  was  an  unneceffary,  unwarranta¬ 
ble,  a^d  unconstitutional  affumption 


of  power-*— unneceffary,  becaufe  all 
parties  concurring  unanimoufly  in 
opinion  that  the  prince  of  Wales 
iliould  be  inveftedwith  the  regency, 
the  proceeding  by  addrefs  or  decla¬ 
ration  was  the  moft  iimple,  and  the 
moil  confonant  to  the  practice  and 
conftitutional  functions  of  the  two 
houfes.  If  it  iliould  be  objected  that 
the  prince-regent  might  refufe  his 
affent  to  fuch  limitations  as  might 
be  thought  fit  to  be  put  upon  the  ex¬ 
ercife  of  the  royal  authority  in  his 
hands,  it  was  anfwered,  that  the  ar¬ 
gument  proceeds  upon  a  fuppofition 
that  would  warrant  future  perma¬ 
nent  reftriflions  upon  the  executive 
power.  If  the  heir  apparent  was 
not  fit  to  be  intrufted  as  a  tempo¬ 
rary  reprefentative  of  his  father,  the 
fame  reflriftions  would  be  neceffary 
when  he  came  to  have  the  executive 
power  as  a  principal  and  in  his  own 
perfon.  But  what  grounds  were 
there  for  apprehending  either  that 
he  would  abnfe  his  power,  or  refufe 
to  confent  to  any  neceffary  limita¬ 
tion  o.f  it,  when  fuch  neceffity  iliould 

he 


_qo]  A.  N  N  U  A  L  R  E 

be  made  man  i  ft  ft  ?  Had  not  the 
Whole  line  of  his  anceftors  fince  the 
revolution,  bad  not  even  William 
the  third,  confented  to  fuch  limita¬ 
tions?  But  he  might  diftolve  the 
parliament — a  fuppofition,  it  was 
anfwered,  in  the  high  eft  degree  im¬ 
probable.  The  difthlution  of  par¬ 
liaments  was  a  pai  t  of  the  royal  pr  e- 
J'ocrative,  which  h  id  always  been  ex- 
crcifedwith  much' delicacy  and  can- 
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ing  falfihood  and  abfurclity  of  fuch  a 
proceeding  was  treated  with  much 
r  idicule  and  indignation. 

It  having  been  urged  on  the  other 
fide  that  the  king,  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  the  law,  being  ftill  in  full 
poftefiion  of  his  political  capacity, 
th.  method  propofed  for  fupplying 
the  deftest  of  his  prefent  inability  to 
eXcrcife  his  functions,'  was  the  moft 
Wreenble  that  could  be  devifed  to 


tion  even  by  the  fovereign  liim£rlf.$ 
and  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that 

O 

any  perfon  would  be  fo  weak  and 
iliort -lighted  as  to  advife  fuch  a 
reeafure  in  cii  cumrlances  like  the 
prelent,  efpeciailv  as  there  was  not 
a  fingle  Tilling  voted  for  carrying 
an  the  public  Haw  ice.  Bcfides  the 
moderation  which  the  prince  had 
inanifefted  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  trying  occafion,  was  a  fufficrcnt 
pledge  for  the  refilitude  of  his  u- 
rure  eondufil,  and  intitled  him  in  a 
peculiar  manner  to  the  confidence 
and  a  If*.:  cl  ion  of  the  houfe. 

Nor  were  the  meafures  propofed 
more  unpeceftary  than  unwarrant¬ 
able  and  unconftibuti'onal.  The  refo- 
lution  began  with  declaring,  “  That 
“  for  maintaining  entire  the  ronfli- 
i;t  tutional  authority  of  the  king,  it 
te  was  r.ecdTary  they  ftiould  deter- 
“  nTite”— \V fiat  ?  'why,  that  the  re- 
prefentative  of  the' king  fihould  have 
no  other  power  than  the  houfe  of 
commons  fihould  think  fit  to  allow 
him.  They  were  to  devife  means 
(as  if  they  had  to  efilablifh  a  new 
eonftitiinon,  inftead  of  pet  forcing 
Inviolate  an  old  conftifution  already 
<  ftabliilied)  for  altering  and  new. 
modelling  an  eifiential  part  of  the 
ft:  ate  ;  and  in  order  to  fix  the  form 
of  a  legal  fan  Gil  on  on  their  proceed¬ 
ings.  they  were  to  give  a  fictitious 
r  oyal  afient,  but  in  reality  tbejr  own 
aTcn t,  to  tlieir  own  cr6ts .  The  rfinr- 


the  legal  forms  of  the  conflitution, 
ivj  .  Fox  replied,  that  no  man  could 
be  rnor  difpofed  than  he  was  to  re¬ 
gard  the  forms  of  the  conflitution, 
but  he  held  them  facred  only  fo  far 
as  they  were  the  outguardsand  pro- 
teftors  of  t  he  conflitution  itfelf.  The 
moar  c  that  they  ceafod  to  be  the 
guard!  ins,  and  became  the  betiay- 
erSy  he  could  no  longer  venerate  the 
iorms,  butmnft  inftantly  refer  to  the 
fubftance  and  eftbnee  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  He  therefore  in  the  prefent 
difeufhon  felt  it  to  be  his  firfl  duty 
to  enquire  whether  the  meafures 
now  propofed  were  not  in  direG 
boftility  to  the  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitutibn,  while  by  a  miferable  jug¬ 
gle  and  fraud  they  pretended  to  be 
confident  with  the  forms.  He  did 
not  mean  to  combit  the  doGrine, 
that  the  two  houfes  of  parliament 
were  competent,  by  refolution  or 
add  refs,  to  fupply  the  prefent  defi¬ 
ciency  :  but  he  Tor  Id  beg  leave  to 
contend,  that  if  they  proceeded  far¬ 
ther,  if  they  a ffumed  to  themfelves 
powers  which  belonged  to  the  le- 
gifhture,  and  proceeded  to  legifiate, 
they  would  aG  in  direG  violation  of 
the  fpirit  of  the  conflitution.  What 
was  there  but  their  own  d-ifi  return 
as  a  fecurity  from  the  moft  uncon- 
ftitutional  outrages  ? 

_  O 

He  mould  freely  admit,  that  by 
addrefftng  the  prince  of  Wales  to 
take  upon  him  the  exercife  of  royal 


authority,, 
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authority,  they  did  an  informal  aft, 
but  it  was  an  aft  which  the  neceffity 
of  the  cafe  was  fufficient  to  juftify. 
To  make  the  chancellor  put  the 
great  feal  to  the  propofed  commif- 
fion  was  alfo  informal.  Let  the  two 
afts  be  examined  and  compared.  Do 
the  fir  ft,  and  the  prince  inftantly 
holds  the  parliament,  the  legifla- 
ture  is  complete,  and  the  informal 
rft  may  be  ratified.  Ii' the  chancel¬ 
lor-  puts  the  great  feal  to  whatever 
bill  the  two  houfes  {hall  pafs  for  ra¬ 
tifying  their  proceedings,  not  a  ftep 
is  gained,  for  the  remedy  irfclf  is 
alfo  nnconftifutional  and  ineflicient. 
Our  proportion  inftantly  re-pro¬ 
duces  legiflature  ;  your’s,  a  monfter 
unknown  to  the  <  onftltution.  We 
do  all  that  reetftit"  requires  ;  you  do 
infinitely  more.  It  was  faid,  “  that 
•  “  the  power  wht  h  neceifity  creates, 
“  neceffity  alfo  limits  we  do  but 
one  informal  aft,  you  two  or  more. 
You  proceed  to  chufe  an  inconve¬ 
nient  regent  for  the  purpofe  of  get¬ 
ting  a  convenient  regent,  whom  we 
reach  at  once.  We  proceed  to  li¬ 
mit  his  power,  if  it  mull  be  limited, 
legally,  when  the  legiflature  is  com¬ 
plete  :  you  proceed  to  do  this,  when 
there  exifts  in  the  country  no  power 
rhat  is  competent  to  the  meafure. 
You  do  that  by  a  fraud  and  a  fic¬ 
tion,  which  we  do  conftitutionally 
and  legally. 

All  this,  it  had  been  faid,  was 
Ycry  plaufible;  but  during  the  life 
of  the  king  there  was  no  perfon  that 
could  have  a  right  to  aft  for  him. 
Then  why  did  they  prefume  to  con¬ 
fer  this  right  on  the  lord  chancel¬ 
lor?  “  Oh,”  fays  a  learned  gentle¬ 
man,  we  have  a  right  to  make  the 
u  chancellor  do  what  v/e  pleafe,  and 
to  aft  according  to  our  will,  but 
we  have  no  power  to  admit  the 
i(  prince  of  Wales  to  aft  according 


“  to  his  will.”  By  this  doftrine 
they  had  the  power  to  appoint  them- 
Llves  regents,  but  no  power  to  ap¬ 
point  the  heir  apparent.  Monftrous 
and  indecent  incongruity  ! 

But,  he  faid,  the  meafure  propof¬ 
ed  was  not  only  contrary  to  the  ipi- 
rit  of  the  conftitution,  but  to  a  di- 
reft  aft  of  parliament.  The  i  3th  of 
Charles  the  II.  exprefsly  declared, 
that  the  two  houfes  could  not  make 
laws  without  the  king.  But,  it  had 
been  Lid,  this  ftatute  could  not  ap¬ 
ply;  for  the  king,  though  at  prefect 
incapable  of  exercifing,  had  ftill  in 
the  eye  of  the  law  his  political  car 
parity  entire.  The  throne  was  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes  full,  and 
nothing  was  wanting  but  an  organ 

o  o  o 

to  convey  the  royal  afienf.  What 
then  was  propofed  to  be  done  ?  To 
appoint  a  perfon  who  fhould  give 
the  royal  affect  to  bills  to  be  p ailed  ? 
Indeed  !  Mow  was  this  perfon  to 
know  the  royal  pleofure  ?  Was  he 
to  go  to  Kew  to  apply  to  the  royal 
perlon,  whom  Providence  had  de¬ 
prived  of  the  power  of  affect  ordif- 
lent  ?  Human  reafon  revolted  from 
the  abfurdity.  Was  there  a  perma¬ 
nent  authoritative  connfel  to  which 
he  could  apply  ?  None.  Could  he 
exercife  his  own  will  ?  No  :  he  was 
deprived  of  a  11  aiferetion.  To  whom 
then  could  he  apply?  To  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  that  gave  him 
being  ;  and  thus  we  had  a  monfter 
unknown,  unheard  of  in  oi^rhiftory. 
We  had  indeed  formerly  two  houfes. 
of  parliament.,  that  proceeded  firft  to 
Wiflate,  and  then  to  ad.  Had  the 
learned  gentleman  been  then  lolici- 
tor  general  inftead  of  fir  Oliver  St. 
].ohn,  he  would  not  have  felt  him- 
fie  If  at  any  lofs  how  to  legalize  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  long  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  lie  would  have  ifiued  acorn- 
million  in  the  name  of  the  king.., 

affixed 
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affixed  tlie  great  feal  to  each  of  the 
ordinances,  and  having  fo  done,  he 
would  have  exclaimed,  Here  are 
perfect  flatutes  according  to  the  law! 
But  the  king’s  name  could  not  be 
ufed  agaimt  the  king’s  authority  ; 
and  fetting  up  a  man  of  draw  for 
the  purpofe  of  limiting  the  prero¬ 
gative,  was  in  fa£t  and  truth  an  in¬ 
fringement  and  outrage  of  the  royal 
authority. 

Mr.  F'ox  then  proceeded  to  confi- 
der  the  precedents  of  the  firlt  of 
Henry  VI.  and  of  the  revolution. 

On  the  death  of  Henry  V.  the 
hi  (hop  of  Durham,  lord  chancellor, 
delivered  the  great  leal  into  the 
hands  of  the  infant  king,  then  nine 
months  old  ;  and  the  duke  of  Glou- 
ct-fler  of  his  own  authority  deliver¬ 
ed  it  into  the  hands  of  the  mafter  of 
the  rolls,  by  whom  It  was  ufed.  'This 
was  rather  a  flrong  meafure ;  and 
yet  in  the  parliament  which  fucceed- 
ed,  although  a£ts  of  indemnity  were 
palfed  for  every  other  irregular  mea¬ 
fure,  yet  no  aft  of  indemnity  was 
palled  for  this ;  fo  little  doubt  had 
our  anceftors  of  that  day  of  the  right 
of  the  next  perfon  In  the  line  of  fuc- 
oeffion.  A  comtnihion  was  then 
iifued  under  the  great  feal,  appoint¬ 
ing  the  duke  of  Gloucefter  to  the 
regency,  with  full  powers  to  exer- 
eife  the  royal  authority,  and  to  ufe 
his  difcretion  fully  and  freely  in  truft 
for  the  minor  king.  By  this  firll 
Hep  the  third  eftate  was  reftored 
before  the  two  houfes  took  upon 
them  to  do  any  one  aft  of  legifla- 
tion  ;  and  the  regent  being  thus 
veiled  with  the  full  exercife  of  the 
prerogative,  the  parliament  was 
able  to  confirm  by  an  aft  the  hrfl 
meafure  of  the  Bluing  of  the  cpm- 
miffion. 

From  this  precedent  he  therefore 
deduced  thefe  two  important  fafts ; 


1.  That  the  power  was  given,  in 
the  firfl  inltance,  to  the  next  in  fuc- 
cefiion  to  the  crown  j  and  in  this 
nomination  the  full  abfolute  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  fovereign  was  entrulted 
to  him.  2.  That  though  afterwards 
limitations  were  put  to  the  duke’s 
exercife  of  the  prerogative,  the  li¬ 
mitations  were  made  in  full  parlia¬ 
ment  when  the  duke  conflicted  the 
third  eflate,  and  when  from  each  of 
the  bills  that  retrained  his  authority 
he  mmht  have  withholden  his  al- 
fent. 

Mr.  Fox  then  obferved,  that  tho’ 
nothing  could  be  more  diftinft  than 
the  powers  of  the  two  houfes  taken 
individually,  and  the  power  of  the 
three  eftates  in  conjunction,  yet  in 
all  this  inveftigation  they  had  been 
induftrioufly  confounded.  Moil  of 
the  precedents  on  which  they  are 
called  upon  to  proceed,  were  afts  of 
the  legislature.  Fie  infilled,  that  as 
they  were  not  a  legiflature,  the  only 
precedents  applicable  to  the  prefent 
queftion  were  fuch  as  related  to  the 
proceedings  of  jthe  two  houfes  of 
parliament  when  deprived  of  the 
third  ellate  :  of  this  kind  were  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention  at  the 
revolution;  and  on  this  fubjefl  he 
faid  he  wifhed  to  be  clearly  under¬ 
flood.  He  declared,  then,  that  the 
revolution  was  evidently  a  cafe  of 
necefiity,  arifing  from  real  and  im¬ 
minent  danger  ;  the  vacancy  of 
the  throne  was  occasioned  by  the 
flight  of  the  king,  who  having  en  ¬ 
deavoured  to  fubvert  the  conllitu- 
tion,  and  violated  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  kingdom,  had  provoked 
the  jull  reflflance  of  the  people,  and 
withdrawn  himfelf  in  the  tumult 
out  of  the  kingdom.  Thus  out¬ 
raged  and  injured,  threatened  with 
a  foreign  enemy  in  fupport  of  a  ty¬ 
rant,  there  exilled  a  neceflity  in 

which 
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which  all  forms  were  to  give  way  to 
the  fubftance  and  efTence  of  the  con- 
ftirution.  The/  had  not  in  that  ne- 
cefiity  the  choice  of  conduct.  Their 
ftrft  bound en  conftitutional  duty  was 
to  protect  themfelves  agairift  the 
danger  which  threatend,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  affirmed  it  as  an  uncontro¬ 
vertible  pofition,  that  what  they  did 
under  the  immediate  preffure  of  this 
neceffity,  did  not  and  could  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  prefent  neceffity  :  but  he 
was  ready  to  acknowledge,  that 
tverv  proceeding  of  theirs  which 
could  be  referred  to  free  agency, 
and  in  which  they  were  not  ftiack- 
led  by  the  dangers  that  furrounded 
them,  did  apply  to  the  prefent  cafe. 
Arguing  cn  thefe  two  pofitions,  if 
it  fhould  be  faid  that  the  conven¬ 
tion  overlooked  the  line  of  heredi¬ 
tary  fucceflion,  his  anfwer  would 
be,  that  in  doing  fo  they  afted  un- 
derthe  preffure  of'the  neceffity,  well 
knowing  that  they  could  only  pre- 
ferve  to  the  kingdom  its  liberties 
and  conftitution,  by  putting  the 
crown  into  the  hand  of  a  perfon 
able  to  protect  them.  Their  elec¬ 
tion  of  king  William,  therefore  be 
thought  an  aft  of  pofitive  neceffity, 
which  did  not  apply  to  the  prefent 
cafe.  The  mode  of  their  electing 
him  he  confidered  as  an  aft  of  dif- 
cretion,  and  that  therefore  did  ap¬ 
ply.  King  William,  with  all  his 
great  and  glorious  qualities,  cer¬ 
tainly  did  not  poffefs  fucb  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  our  conftitution,  as  to  have 
had  in  his  mind  any  preference  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  crown 
fhould  be  conferred  on  him.  His 
education,  chiefly  military  cliu.  Plot 
lead  him  much  to  the  difeuflion  of 
the  forms  of  our  parliamentary  pro¬ 
ceedings  ;  and  whether  it  came  to 
him  by  declaration  of  the  two 
houles,  by  add  refs,  or  by  an  aft  pad- 


F  EUROPE.  [93 

ed  with  the  affeftation  of  legal 
forms,  was  a  matter  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  would  have  been  indifferent 
to  him,  and  therefore  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  convention  afted 
from  their  own  volition.  And  how 
did  the  two  houfes  aft  ?  They  might 
have  ordered  a  new  great  feal  to  be 
made,  they  might  have  created  a 
pageant,  and  given  to  themfelves 
the  empty  form,  without  the  reality 
or  the  effence  of  a  perfect  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  they  might  have  committed 
an  infulting  fraud,  and  in  the  mere 
mockery  of  legiflation  have  paffed 
an  impotent  aft,  conveying  to  king 
William  the  crown.  But,  knowing 
and  feeling  the  diftinft  powers  poff 
feffed  by  the  two  houfes,  and  pof- 
feffed  by  the  legifiature  ;  knowing 
that  the  two  houfes  could  aft  only 
by  resolutions  and  addreffes,  and 
that  the  legifiature  could  again  aft 
only  by  bill  and  ftatute,  the  con¬ 
vention  proceeded  by  that  courfe 
which  was  confiftent  with  their 
funftions  by  addrefs. — Here  was  a 
precedent  in  the  revolution  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  prefent  cafe. 

He  concluded  with  fome  obfer- 
vations  on  the  words  of  the  refola- 
tion.  He  had,  he  faid,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  difeuflion,  thrown  out  an 
opinion,  that  a  right  attached  to 
the  heir  apparent  to  exercife  the 
funftions  ot  royalty,  during  the  in¬ 
capacity  of  the  king,  and  that  the 
two  houfes  fhould  recognize  this 
right,  and  put  him  in  poffclfton  ol 
it.  In  oppofition  to  this  opinion, 
the  two  houfes  came  to  a  refolution, 
that  they  alone  pofleffed  the  right 
of  nominating  to  the  regency  ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  declaring  they 
thought  the  prince  the  rnoft  proper 
perfon  to  be  appointed.  Bowing 
to  their  decifton,  he  now  wifhed 
them  to  go  on,  and  to  appoint  the 

prince 
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prince  regent.  Inftead  of  this,  what 
was  the  language  and  fpint  or'  the 
next  resolution  ?  That  they  have  no 
right,  that  they  cannot  appoint  him. 
They  mufc  firft  do  what  never  was 
done  before  in  the  hiStory  of  this 
country,  they  mutt  fir  ft  form  them- 
felves  into  a  legislature.  Thus  they 
fir  ft  make  a  declaration  of  a  right 
purely  a  bit  raft  ;  and  having  made 
it,  they  dir  ink  from  the  exercife  of 
the  right  they  have  arrogated.  He 
then  warned  the  houfe  againd  the 
adoption  of  fpecious  pretexts,  by 
which,  under  the  colour  of  original 
principles,  they  were  to  alfume  pow¬ 
ers  inconfiibnt  with  the  fpint  of  the 
constitution.  There  was  no  way  fo 
certain  of  bringing  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legiilature  into  po¬ 
pular  odium,  as  by  deviating  from 
the  precife  path  marked  out  for  it 
in  the  conditution,  and  draying 
within  the  limits  of  the  other  two, 
whom  it  was  their  duty  to  watch, 
but  never  to  invade. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied  to:  thefe  argu¬ 
ments,  and  maintained  that  the 
grounds  on  which  he  had  propofed 
and  Supported  the  refolutian,  were 
Such  as  would  bear  it  out,  whether 
reference  was  had  to  precedents 
and  practice,  or  to  the  principles  of 
the  conditution.  The  former,  he 
faid,  had  been  produced,  in  the  fird 
place,  to  drew,  that,  in  all  cafes  of 
-Interruption,  or  fufpenfion  of  the 
executive  government,  the  right  of 
providing  a  remedy  was  in  the  two 
remaining  branches  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  ;  and,  in  the  Second  place,  that, 
m  infancy  or  infinnityof  the  lovc- 
reign,  the  will  of  the  king  had 
always,  in  form  of  law,  been  made 
the  instrument  of  fanftioning  the 
acts  of  the  executive  power,  by 
whomsoever  advifed  or  directed.  In 
this  manner,  by  a  commission  under 
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the  great  feal,  had  parliaments  in 
fuch  cafes  been  called  together  in 
former  times,  as.  appeared  by  the 
precedents,  and  their  afts  were  fane- 
tioned  by  the  royal  authority,  al-N 
though  the  king  was  incapable  of 
exercifing  any  judgment,  diferetion, 
or  will  of  his  own.  The  prefent 
parliament  was  more  regular  in 
point  of  farm,  in  as  much  as  it 
wanted  no  fuch  power  to  call  it  to¬ 
gether,  being  legally  fummoned  and 
affemhled  without  it.  It  had  been 
argued,  that  this  power  of  putting 
the  great  feal  to  a  commiliion  for 
calling  a  parliament,  when  there 
was  none,  was  fo  much  considered 
as  the  right  of  the  firft  prince  of  the 
blood,  in  cafes  of  the  minority  of 
the  king,  that  it  had  not  even  been 
thought  neceffary  to  grant  an  in¬ 
demnity  for  having  done  it,  and 
confequently  it  muit  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  legal  aft.  The  prece¬ 
dents  of  the  firft  part  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.  Shewed  that  this  was 
a  miftake  j  for,  a  commiilian  for 
calling  a  parliament  at  that  time 
had  been  afterwards  ratified  by  par¬ 
liament  3  and,  there  were  other  in¬ 
stances  of  fuch  fubfequent  ratifica¬ 
tion,  where  the  feal  had  been  put 
to  commiflions  by  the  firft  prince  of 
the  blood. 

With  refpect to  the  revolution,  he 
admitted  that  the  circumftances  of 
that  period  had  been  fairly  Stated  ; 
but  he  differed  from  Mr.  Fox  in  the 
application  which  he  had  made  cf 
them,  and  contended,  chat  the  prin¬ 
ciple  refulling  from  the  proceedings 
of  parliament  then  was  Such  as  ought 
to  govern  the  proceedings  at  prer 
Sent.  He  agreed,  that  what  had 
been  done  from  motives  of  policy  to 
protect  the  nation  from  invafion  by 
a  formidable  rival,  and  to  prevent 
the  return  of  the  abdicated  monarb, 

ought 
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ounht  to  be  laid  afide  from  their 
cohlide ration  at  prelent  ;  but,  the 
two  remaining  brtmcims  or  the  le- 
giflature,  on  that  occalion,  had  not 
reftridfed  themj elves  to  a  fimple  ad- 
drefs  to  the  prim  .  oh  Grange  to  ac¬ 
cept  riie  crown  ;  they  :elt  not  only 
that  the'-  muft  have  a  kinV,  buK  that 
they  mull  have  a  king  on  certain 
terms  and  conditions.  They  did 
what  amounted  to  a  legislative  act : 
thfcv  came  to  a  resolution  to  fettle 

J 

the  crown,  not  on  the  prince  o;  G- 
ramr  and  the  heirs  of  his  bodv,  nor 

lj  J  '  t 

on  tiie  pnneefs  Mary  and  the  hell's 
of  her  body  ;  but  on  the  prince  and 
princefs  jointly,  the  authority  to  be 
exefeifed  only  by  him.  Here  it  was 
evident  that  whatever  the'  neceffity 
of  the  cafe  required  at  that  time,  the 
lords  and  commons  poll’  ifed  the 
power  to  provide  for  it,  and  conle- 
quently  whatever  the  neceffity  of 
the  caie  demanded  at  prefent,  the 
power  belonged  to  the  lords  and 
commons  to  fupply  it. 

But,  although  the  application  of 
the  principle  was  denied,  the  form 
of  the  proceedings  was  recommend¬ 
ed  as  a  pattern.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr.  Pitt  contended  that  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  were  widely  dif¬ 
ferent.  The  throne  was  vacant 
then ;  but  it  was  full  now,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  the  addrefswas  not  a  precedent 
in  point  of  form. 

With  refpedt  to  the  ITtute  of  the 
1  3th  of  Car.  11.  Mr.  Pitt  obferved, 
that  it  faid  no  more,  and  could  ne¬ 
ver  be  understood  to  mean  anymore, 
than  that  when  there  was  a  king, 
the  lords  and  commons  could  do  no 
legiflative  adt  of  the  inf  elves ;  but  it 
could  not  po  ’ably  mean  that  they 
/li 011  Id  not  aid  at  all,  when  there  was 
no  king  to  adt  with  them.  The 
fame  principle  which  juftified  the 
proceedings  at  the  revolution  muft 


juftify  the  proceeding  at  the  prefent 
period ;  and  the  13th  of  Charles  II. 
might  as  well  have  been  alledged 
again  ft  the  revolution,  as  oppoied 
to  the  proceedings  under  their  de¬ 
liberation. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  argued,  that  as  the  hrft  ftep  m 
their  proceeding,  whatever  .  mode 
might  be  adopted,  muft  neceffariiy 
be  informal,  that  mode  muft,  of 
courle,  prove  the  beft  which  can 
loo  mil  do  away  the  informality, 
and,  at  the  fame  timtg  conform  to 
the  neceffity  of  the  cafe:— -  Phis,. 
Mr.  Pitt  remaTed,  brought  him  to 
the  true  grounds  On  which  the  quel- 
tion  was  to  be  argued,  and  on  which 
they  might  fairly  come  to  a  deci- 
lion.  By  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  it  was  faid,  that  the  prince 
of  Wales  might  be  delired  by  an 
addrefs  to  reprefent  the  king :  he 
had  propofed  that  the  royal  alien t 
flioidd  be  given  by  a  commiffion 
under  the  great  feal.  The  latter 
had  been  objedted  to  on  this  ground, 
that  any  adt  done  in  the  king’s 
name,  without  his  knowledge,  was  a 
coarfe  fidtion,  a  mere  legal  forgery, 
not  to  be  endured.  If  it  were  realty 
fo,  what  was  the  regent  to  do  ? 
Was  he  to  adt  in  his  own  name,  or 
in  the  king’s  ?  In  his  own  name  he 
could  not  act  without  frit  dethron¬ 
ing  the  kins;,  and  in  the  kinsfs  name 

o  o 7  _  o 

he  could  not  adt  without  recourle  to. 
this  reprobated  fidtion.  If  gentle¬ 
men  who  aruued  thus  knew  their 

o 

own  print  iples,  they  proved  the  ini- 
poffibility  of  appointing  any  regent. 
But  the  fiction  ’which  had  been 
treated  with  fo  much  diirefpedl,  and 
tvvifted  and  diftorted  into  fo  many 
fhafpes  of  ablurdity,  was,  in  fadt, 
{auctioned  by  the  pradlice  of  the 
conftitution,  and  the  forms  of  law. 
A  learned  gentleman  had -truly  told 

them. 
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them*  it  was  that  fiction  which  go¬ 
verned  the  proceedings  of  the  courts 
of  juftice,  which  protected  their 
deareft  rights  and  properties.  It 
refulted  from  the  nature  of  heredi¬ 
tary  monarchy — from  that  principle 
which  fuppofes  the  fame  power  to 
pafs  inftantly  in  fucceffion  from  one 
perfon  to  another,  and  that  the  po¬ 
litical  capacity  of  the  king  is  always 
entire — that  principle  which  pre 
ferves  facred  and  inviolable  the  per¬ 
fon  on  the  throne,  and  has  protect¬ 
ed  it  in  the  imbecility  of  infan¬ 
cy*  and  the  decripitude  oT  age. 
Certain  forms  of  law  were  evidence 
of  the  will  of  the  king ;  and  wherever 
they  appeared  could  not  be  averred 
againft.  Of  this  nature  was  affixing 
the  great  feal ;  and  it  the  chancellor 
Were  now  to  put  the  great  feal  to 
any  aCt,  it  could  not  be  contradicted, 
its  legality  could  not  be  dlfputed  ; 
it  muft  be  received  by  the  courts  of 
juftice,  and  proceeded  on  as  law. 
But,  the  perfonal  imbecility  of  the 
king  being  known,  and  that  he  is 
incapable  of  giving  any  command, 
the  chancellor  would  incur  fuch 
perfonal  danger  by  an  aCtion  of  that 
fort,  as  wold  undoubtedly  deter 
any  man  in  his  fenfes  from  commit¬ 
ting  it.  The  higheft  authority  in 
the  nation  was  requifite  for  fuch  an 
aCt :  and  fuch  was  the  great  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  nation. 

The  comparifon  of  the  two  me¬ 
thods  of  proceeding  was  fufficient 
to  enable  them  to  decide  which  was 
preferable.  They  had  already  vot¬ 
ed  it  to  be  their  right  and  their 
duty  to  provide  for  the  temporary 
exercife  of  the  executive  power  in 
fuch  manner  as  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe  might  require.  Having  recog¬ 
nized  the.ir  own  authority,  would 
they  give  authority  to  another  per- 
foa.  to  curb  them  in  the  ufe  of  it  ? 


Having  declared  what  thetr  right' 
and  their  duty  were,  could  they  re¬ 
nounce  any  part  of  that  right  and 
that  duty  ? 

It  had  been  obferved  that  the 
perfon  of  the  king  could  not  be  re- 
prefented  in  parliament,  unlefs  he 
pofteffed  full  parliamentary  powers, 
the  power  of  afTembling,  of  pro¬ 
roguing,  and  of  dilTolving  it ;  and 
to  reconcile  the  houfe  to  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  thofe  powers,  it  was  faid 
that  the  recent  would  not  uie  the 
power  of  diftblving  the  parliament. 
But  when  powers  were  once  given, 
it  was  impoffible  to  fay  how  they 
might  be  exercifed.  The  regent 
might  fill  the  other  houfe  with  new 
peers,  while  they  were  deliberating 
whether  that  power  fbould  orfhould 
not  be  limited.  The  powers  to  be 
given  him  ought  to  be  difeufled, 
while  the  houfe  had  the  power  of 
deliberating  with  effect.  With 
many  it  was  a  doubt,  whether  very 
extenfive  powers  ought  to  be  giv¬ 
en,  during  a  fliort  regency,  as  they 
all  hoped,  and  wiftied  it  might 
prove  ;  and,  if  they  a&ed  honeftly, 
as  their  duty  to  the  fovereign,  and 
regard  to  the  public,  dictated,  they 
would  decide  that  firft.  If  they 
a£ted  otherwife,  and  fbould  after¬ 
wards  on  deliberation  be  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  all  the  powers  of  the  pre¬ 
rogative  were  not  necelTary  in  fuch 
circumftances,  where  was  the  re¬ 
medy,  when  they  had  given  them 
all  ?  To  give  any  part  of  them 
arofe  from  neceffity;  and  they  went 
beyond  neceffity,  if  they  gave  more 
than  was  fufficient. 

It  had  been  argued,  alfo,  as  if  the 
limitations  had  been  perpetual,  and 
they  had  been  warned  againft  in¬ 
vading  the  prerogative,  in  its  de- 
fencelefs  ftate.  When  the  neceffity 
of  exei'cifmg  the  prerogative  by  a 

regent 
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regent  fliould  ceafe,  the  limitations 
would  ceafe  like  wife.  But  if  the 
full  powers  were  given  to  a  regent, 
that  circumilance  might  have  a  per¬ 
manent  influence,  during  the  ole  of 
the  king,  to  weaken  the  prerogative. 
It  would  be  highly  imp-roper  in  him 
to  fay  who  were  likely  to  be  the  ad- 
vilers  of  his  royal  highnefs,  as  re¬ 
gent  ;  but  he  would  not  pay  fo  ill  or 
fo  diflionefl:  a  compliment  to  his  royal 
highnefs,  as  to  agree  to  give  him 
power  as  regent,  which  his  advifers, 
whoever  they  fhould  be,  might  in¬ 
duce  him  to  mifufe.  Should  the 
boufe  give  the  whole  power,  ic 
might  be  affirmed  that  they  went 
beyond  the  neceifity  of  the  cafe, 
and  facrificed  their  own  rights,  and 
their  duty  to  the  king,  to  the  pro- 
fpedt  of  refuming  what  they  might 
not  afterwards  be  able  to  refume. 

Mr.  Pitt  v/as  fupported  by  the  fo- 
licitor  general,  who  argued  agairdl 
facrificing  ancient  forms,  that  had 
the  fandtion  of  time  and  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  law  to  give  them  validity,  to 
theories  on  the  fpirit  of  the  confti- 
tution.  We  were  not  now  to  forget 
tffiat  we  had  a  king  on  the  throne, 
and  that  that  king  was  not  incapa¬ 
citated  by  law,  however  he  might 
be  incapacitated  in  fadt.  The  day 
was  not  yet  come  when  fuch  a  me¬ 
lancholy  matter  was  to  undergo  the 
inveftigation  of  parliament,  which 
the  two  hou fes,  without  the  third 
branch,  could  not  deem  themfelves 
to  be.  Jr  would  therefore  be  highly 
illegal  in  the  two  houfes  to  addrefs 
thy  prince  of  Walts,  and  give  him 
the  powers  of  regent,  before  they 
were  capacitated  fo  to  do  ;  nor  would 
he,  he  faid,  with  to  implicate  him- 
felf  in  the  guilt  of  any  rtfolution 
which  might  fo  affedt  the  fovereign- 
ty  ;  .for  the  king  was  vet  a  capably 
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man  in  his  political  character,  as  the 
opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  tefli- 
fled,  by  their  carrying  on  the  bufk 
nefs  of  the  courts  every  day,  as  if 
the  king  was  in  his  moft  perfedt 
f-tate. 

Much  had  been  urged  concerning 
the  impropriety  of  affixing  the  great 
feal  to  a  cpmmiffion,  without  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  fovereign.  He  would 
fay,  that  if  the  great  feal  were  affix- 
ed  to  a  commifllon  calling  together 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  the 
meeting  under  that  commifflan  would 
be  legal,  notv.  khftanclmg  >t  was  not 
the  immed  '.te  order  o!  the  king, 
becaufe  on  the  face  o,  .  ?  proiee  i- 
ings  every  thing  mu  ft  be  tul;  -.r  for 
granted  to  be  regular.  The  fu.a\e 
obfervarion  would  hoM  good  with 
refpedt  to  any  comnftmon  giv¬ 
ing  the  royal  affect  to  a  bill,  with¬ 
out  the  perfonal  confbnt  of  the 
fovereign,  or  the  regent  who  added 
in  his  Head  ;  fuch  aifent,  when  once 
given,  either  by  commiilion  or  by 
the  royal  perfon,  being  always  eon- 
fldered  as  binding  and  conclusive. 

Before  the  queftion  was  pur,  Mr. 
Fox  rofe  in  explanation  of  that  part 
of  his  fpeech  which  bad  been  re- 
prefented  as  implying  the  impoflk 
bility  of  the  royal  affent  being  ever 
given  to  an  adt  under  the  prefent 
circumftances.  He  faid,  that  he 
had  never  afferted  that  the  name  of 
the  king  could  not  be  ufed  without 
the  will.  For  a  perfon  pofft fling 
the  exercife  of  diferetion,  and.  con- 
fequently  the  power  of  aflenting  or 
difl'enting,  ro  ufe  it  might  bean  al¬ 
lowable  lidVion  ;  but  for  a  perfon 
fet  up  by  parliament  to  d6  a  parti¬ 
cular  adt  or  adls,  without  the  liberty 
of  exereifing  diferetion,  or  dilTepting 
if  he  thought  proper,  to  ufe  rt  was 
an  extravagant  fldtion.  In  the  one 
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cafe,  there  were  three  branches  of 
the  legifiature,  in  the  other  there 
were  only  two. 

Mr. Sheridan  concluded  the  debate 
by  putting  a  few  pointed  qtieffions  to 
the  minifter.  He  alkcd,  whether  the 
apprchcnfions  he  entertained  of  the 
abufe  of  the  prerogative  did  not 
arife  from  the  recollection  of  his 
own  conduct  ?  In  impofing  reftric- 
tions,  he  faid,  feme  delicacy  was 
requifite,  for  every  reftriCtion  that 
tVas  not  neceffary,  was  not  a  limi¬ 
tation,  but  an  infult.  Was  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  in  fuc  h  ha  lie 
to  iinpofe  reitriCtions,  becaufe  he 
feared  that  he  could  not  carry  the 
limitations  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
pofe,  unlefs  he  were  minifter  ?  Or 
was  he  apprehenfive  that  parliament 
or  the  piince  would  forget  to  do 
their  duty  ?  From  fome  fueh  fear, 
or  unworthy  fufpicion,  his  hade, 
inuft  proceed.  What  provifion  was 
made,  if  the  prince  fhould  refufe  to 
be  regent,  on  die  right  honourable 
gentleman’s  terms  ?  Supposing  him 
not  to  refufe,  what  reaion  had  they 
to  believe  he  would  withhold  his 
eonfent  from  thofe  reitriCtions  when 
regent,  under  which  he  would  con- 
fent  to  accept  the  truft  ?  Would  any 
one  advife  him  to  fay,  I  accept  the 
regency  under  the  limitations  you 
propofe,  which  I  think  are  impro¬ 
per,  and  which  I  hope  parliament 
Vi  11  annul  ? 

The  queftion  being  called  for, 
the  houfe  divided  $  when  there  ap¬ 
peared,  for  the  amendment,  178; 
again  ft  it,  251. 

The  original  rtfclution  was  then 
put  and  agreed  to  ;  and  the  three 
refolutions  were  ordered  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  the  lords  at  a  conference, 
and  their  concurrence  to  be  de» 
fired. 


The  next  day,  upon  the 
return  of  the  lords  from 
the  conference,  the  refolutions  were 
read  ;  and  it  was  moved,  that  they 
ilionld  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  houfe, appointed  tOtake  in¬ 
to  confideration  the  fate  of  the  nati¬ 
on,  on  the  Friday  followings  Upon 
this  occafion  lord  Loughborough  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  receiving  from  the 
other  houfe  a  preferibed  mode  far 
their  conduCf  as  totally  unprece¬ 
dented.  The  commons,  he  remark¬ 
ed,  had  not,  as  hitherto  had  been 


23d  Dec. 


the  conftant  and  invariable  prac¬ 
tice,  left  a  blank  for  their  lordihips 
to  fill  up  if  they  pleafed,  but  had 
undertaken  to  decide  both  what  was 
their  own  and  alfo  what  was  their 
Iordllilps  duty.  He  alfo  objected  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  pre¬ 
cedents,  as  full  of  miftatemems  and 
inaccuracies,  feveral  of  which  he 
pointed  out,  and  exprefied  a  with 
that  it  might  be  re-committed. 
Thefe  objections  were  over- ruled, 
and  the  refolutions,  together  with 
the  report,  ordered  to  be  referred. - 

On  the  26th',  the  firft  ,  ,  p, 

r  1  t  •  ,  20th  Dec. 

reiolution  being  read, 

lord  Rawdon  moved  an  amendment, 
fimilar  to'  that  propofed  by  Mr. 
Dempft er.  He  was  fupported  by 
the  lords  Stormont,  Portchefter,Car~ 
Iifle,  and  Loughborough.  They  in¬ 
filled  piincipally  upon  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  the  meafures  propofed, 
which  they  contended  went  in  their 
principle  to  the  total  dellruCtion  of 
the  conftitution  :  whereas  the  plain 
and  fimple  method  of  proceeding  to 
appoint  a  regent-  in  the  firft  inftance, 
either  by  addrefs  or  declaration, 
would  produce  all  the  efttCt,  with¬ 
out  any  of  the  mifehiefs  of  the  other 
mode.  If  the  two  houfes  could  af- 
fume  the  functions,  and  exercife  the 

prerogatives 
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prerogatives  of  the  crown  in  one 
instance,  they  might  in  others,  and 
therefore  it  was  impoftible  to  forefee 
where  fuch  a  practice  might  end. 

Lord  Stormont  remarked,  that 
the  only  advantage  gained  by  the 
propofed  mode  was,  that  of  giving 
a  legal  form  to  their  proceedings  ; 
but  when  it  was  confidered  by  how 
grofs  ar.d  palpable  a  fiction  the  roy¬ 
al  alien t  was  to  be  pretended,  and 
that  even  the  royal  fignature  was  to 
be  forged,  it  was  helped  fuch  an  ar¬ 
gument  would  not,  except  by  mere 
lawyers,  be  much  infilled  upon.  He 
defired  their  lordfhips  to  turn  to  the 
debates  in  the  year  1688,  and  they 
Would  lee  the  miferable  jargon  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  lawyer's  of  that  pe¬ 
riod.  At  the  time  of  the  revolution, 
every  diftin&ion  that  fophiflry  could 
fuggeft,  and  ingenuity  invent,  was 
devifed,  and  infilled  on,  to  miflead 
the  hobfe  of  commons,  and  con¬ 
found  their  judgment  j  but  the  full 
men  of  thofedays,  who,  though  not 
great  lawyers,  were  great  ilatefmen, 
iwept  aWay  the  cobweb  dillin<5tions 
of  profefTional  reafoners  at  once,  and 
by  dint  of  lound  fenie  prevailed  on 
the  houfe  to  fpeak  by  their  actions, 
and  come  diredlv  to  the  point,  and 
declare  the  prince  of  Orange  king. 

He  faid,  the  words  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  were  precifely  the  fame  with 
thofe  adopted  by  the  convention  par¬ 
liament,  when  it  Was  refolved  to 
addrefs  the  prince  of  Orange,  with 
the  exception  only  of  the  Reference 
to  the  incapacity  of  his  majefty  ; 
and  furely,  no  one  of  their  lerdihips 
would  contend,  that  the  addrefs  vot¬ 
ed  to  the  prince  of  Orange  im¬ 
plied  that  he  polTefTed  any  other 
right  to  the  throne,  than  tliat  which 
he  derived  from  the  votes  of  the  two 
h  011  les.  * 
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out  the  difficulties  to  which  voting 
the  addrefs  would  fubjett  them,  it 
would  neither  invalidate  the  rights  of 
the  two  houfes,  recognize  the  claim 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  though 
much  might  be  urged  in  fupport 
of  it,  nor  prevent  their  proceeding 
to  pafs  a  bill  of  limitations,  if  it 
fhould  be  thought  wife  to  lay  the 
regent  under  any  reftridlions.  With 
regard  to  the  latter,  the  addrefs 
moved  by  the  noble  lord  by  no 
means  precluded  fuch  a  bill ;  but, 
to  attempt  to  pafs  it  at  prefent, 
would  be  indecent  and  unfair.  Let 
th  em  fill  the  third  eftate,  declare  a 
regent,  and  eftablifh  the  royal  autho¬ 
rity,  and  then  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
necefTary  to  reftrain  its  powers,  com¬ 
bat  them  in  a  manly  way,  when  the 
royal  authority  was  capable  of  de¬ 
fence,  and  could  adt  for  itfelf. 

Lord  Portchefter  charged  the  three 
refolutions  with  grofs  inconfiftency. 
The  firft  declared  his  majefty  in¬ 
capable  of  exercifing  the  royal  au¬ 
thority,  and  the  third  fuppofed  him 
capable  of  giving  the  royal  affent  to 
a  bill.  He  reprobated  the  expe¬ 
dient  authorized  by  the  third  refo- 
lution  ;  and  faid,  that  fo  far  from 
being  calculated,  as  had  been  af- 
ferted,  by  means  of  a  forgery  of  the 
great  feal,  to  preferve  the  form  of 
the  conftitlition,  and  keep  the  royal 
authority  whole  and  entire,  it  tend¬ 
ed  immediately  to  dillblve  the  very 
fabric  of  the  conllitutiotr,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  third  eftate,  by 
dividing  the  royal  authority  into 
four  parts  ;  one  of  which  was  to  be 
given  to  the  houfe  of  commons,, 
another  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  and 
a  third  to  a  commiftioner  or  com- 
miffieners,  in  older  to  enable  them 
altogether  to  deliver  the  remaining 
part  to  a  regent. 

Lord  ^Loughborough  maintained, 
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with  great  force  of  argument,  and 
knowledge  of  the  laws  and  conili- 
tution,  the  right  of  the  prince  of 
Wales  to  the  regency,  in  preference 
to  any  other  perfon  whatever.  He 
grounded  his  doctrine  ref  pelting  the 
right  of  hereditary  fucceffion  to  the 
throne,  and,  by  analogy,  the  right 
of  hereditary  lucceffion  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  executive  power,  on  Mr. 
Juftice  Fofter’s  treatife  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  conftitution.  He  was 
ready  to  admit,  that  the  right  of 
hereditary  fuccefllon  in  either  cafe 
was  not  an  original  veiled  right, 
which  belonged,  in  the  firft  inflance, 
to  one  of  a  family,  and  was  de- 
fcendible  to  the  heirs,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  defcendible  property  of  an 
ordinary  deferipfion;  but  that  it  was 
made  hereditary  for  the  general  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  community,  and  to  guard 
againff  the  danger  and  mifehief  re- 
fulting  from  the  pretenfions  of  a 
variety  of  claimants  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  known  and  afeer- 
fained  fatal  confequences  of  an  elec¬ 
tive  crown  on  the  other. 

The  firil  refol  ution,  he  contended, 
was  defignedly  formed  to  cover  a 
concealed  purpofe  different  from 
that  which,  the  words  of  it  pro- 
feffed  to  import.  It  was  neither 
more  or  lefs  than  a  declaration,  that 
the  office  of  regent  was  an  elective 
office,  arid  that  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  were  the  electors. 

fie  concluded  with  remarking  up¬ 
on  the  flight  difference  of  opinion 
that  ftibfiifedamongft  them.  Some 
had '  affertsd,  that  the  prince  of 
Wales  Had  an  inherent  right  to  the 
regenrv  ;  others,  that  he  polltficd 
an  lrrefifiible  claim  ;  and  all  agreed 
that  he  was  the  only  fit  perfon  to  be 
appointed  regent.  Being  therefore 
unanimous  in  the  main  point,  he 
infilled  that  they  ought  to  carry 
that  into  effeft,  and  rot  to  wafte 


more  time  in  the  mode  of  doing 
what  all  agreed  ought  to  ber  done 
forthwith . 

The  original  refolutions  were  de¬ 
fended,  upon  the  grounds  before 
taken,  by  lord  Camden,  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  and  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  ;  the  former  infilled  much 
upon  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors, 
in  /hackling  every  regent  with 
councils  of  regency,  or  fuch  other 
reilriftions  as  Humid  prevent  them 
from  grafping  at  the  whole  of  the 
royal  authority.  He  begged,  how¬ 
ever,  that  His  dbfervations  might  be 
eonfidered  as  applicable  folcly  to 
the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors^,  and 
that  he  concurred  with  them  in 
thinking  that  to  be  the  true  line  of 
policy.  He  meant  not  to  glance  at 
the  prefent  heir  apparent,  who  he 
was  fure  would  be  the  lafl  man  deft- 
rous  of  affuming  powers*  which  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament  ffiiould  not 
think  confident  with  the  fafety  of 
the  crown.  Such,  however,  was 
the  natural  pronenefs  of  human  na¬ 
ture  to  ambition,  that  it  behoved 
the  two  houfes  always  to  regard  with 
jealoufy  every  opportunity  that  af¬ 
forded  the  means  of  gratifying  that 
paffion,  and  to  provide  reflridiions 
to  check  its  progrefs.  With  regard 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  fo  amiable 
had  been  his  condud,  that  it  fet  fuf- 
p.ieion  at  reft,  and  resdered  the  talk 
of  limitation  lefs  difficult.  There 
was  no  intention,  in  reality,  to  with¬ 
hold  from  his  royal  highnefs  above 
one  or  two  inflances  of  exercifmg 
royal  authority,  and  thofe,  fuch 
only  as  a  due  regard  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  crown  on  his  ma- 
jeily’s  head,  and  the  fecuring  to  him 
the  power  of  refuming  the  exercife 
of  all  his  royal  prerogatives,  when 
he  fhould  be  reftored  to  health,  in- 
difpenfably  demanded. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  purfued 
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the  fame  line  of  argument.  He  faid, 
he  had  the  higheft  refpeft  for  his 
royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales, 
and  had  not  the  inoft  diftant 
idea,  were  his  royal  highnefs  de¬ 
clared  regent  inftantly  and  by  the 
means  recommended  in  the  amend¬ 
ment,  that  his  royal  highnefs  would 
do  any  thing  improper  ;  but,  his 
duty  to  his  majefty,  and  the  duty 
they  all  owed  to  the  crown,  and  to 
themfelves,  made  it  incumbent  on 
them  to  guard  againft  any  poffible 
danger,  and  to  deliver  fuch  a  pre¬ 
cede^:  to  pofterity  as  fliould  at  once 
mark  the  extreme  caution  with  which 
they  had  proceeded  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
infinite  difficulty,  and  fecure  the 
lafety  of  the  conftitution  to  future 
ages.  If,  without  any  luch  limita¬ 
tion  or  reftridtion,  the  prince  were 
inftantly  declared  regent,  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  whole  perfonal  pro¬ 
perty  of  his  majefty  would  come 
into  the  hands  of  the  prince  of 
Wales,  and  all  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
vants,  from  the  noble  lords  with 
white  ftaves  down  to  the  loweft 
page,  might  be  removed.  Nay,  the 
very  phiucians  that  had  the  care  of 
his  majefty’s  health  might  be  chang¬ 
ed.  All  his  majefty’s  wealth,  like- 
wife,  might  be  feized,  and  pervert¬ 
ed  from  the  ufes  to  which  his  ma¬ 
jefty  might  have  gracioufly  intend¬ 
ed  to  apply  it.  The  dulce  faid,  that 
when  his  inajefty  fhould  happily  be 
on  his  recovery,  the  knowledge  of 
the  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  his 
houfehoid,  and  of  his  perfonal  pro¬ 
perty,  might  have  the  worft  poffible 
effiedt  upon  him.  He  was,  indeed, 
fure,  from  the  ftrong  marks  of  filial 
affedtion  and  tendernefs  which  his 
royal  highnefs  had  manifefted,  dur¬ 
ing  his  majefty’s  melancholy  illnefs, 
that  every  care  would  be  exerted  by 
the  prince  ;  but,  he  was  reafoning 
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on  the  poftibility  of  the  cafe,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  their  lordlhips  to 
guard  againft  that  abufe  of  power, 
to  which,  from  the  infirmity  of  hu^ 
man  nature,  every  man  was  liable. 

The  lord  chancellor  contended, 
that  the  words  of  the  amendment 
were  fo  loofe  and  undefined  as  to 
convey  no  diftindl  import.  The 
words  purported  to  be  a  refolution 
of  that  houfe,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  royal 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales,  pray¬ 
ing  his  royal  highnefs  to  take  upon 
himfelf,  as  foie  regent,  the  admi- 
niftration  of  executive  government. 
He  begged  to  know,  what  the  term 
regent  meant  ?  Where  was  he  to 
find  it  defined  ?  In  what  law  book, 
or  what  ftatute  ?  He  had  heard  of 
tuft  odes  regni,  of  lieutenants  of  the 
ling,  of  guardians  and  protestors,  and 
of  lords  jufices  ;  but  he  knew  not 
where  to  look  for  an  explanation  ot 
the  office  and  functions  oi  a  regent. 
To  what  end  then  would  it  be  to  ad- 
drefs  the  prince  of  Wales  to  take  up¬ 
on  himfelf  an  office,  the  boundaries 
of  which  were  by  no  means  afeer- 
tained  ?  But  the  amendment  at¬ 
tempted  fomething  which  probably 
was  intended  as  a  lort  of  definition 
of  the  term  recent,  and  of  the  nature 
of  a  regent’s  office,  by  adding  the 
adminiftration  of  executive  govern¬ 
ment.  There  again,  however,  the 
expreffion  was  dark  and  equivocal. 
What  was  meant  by  the  executive 
government  ?  Did  it  mean  the 
whole  royal  authority,  all  the  fove- 
reign’s  functions,  without  reftric- 
tion  or  limitation  of  any  kind  what- 
foever  ?  If  it  did,  it  ought  to 
have  faid  fo  in  exprefs  words ;  and 
if  it  had,  would  any  noble  lord 
have  contended,  that  fuch  a  broad 
degree  of  authority  as  amounted 
to  the  adtua'l  dethroning  of  his 
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majefty,  and  wrefting  the  fceptre 
out  of  his  hand,  ought  to  be  voted 
by  that  houfe  ?  He  begged  their 
iordfliips  conftantly  to  recollect,  that 
in  the  contemplation  of  law,  the 
political  character  of  a  king  of 
Great  Britain  was  always  whole  and 
entire  ;  and  he  deflred  them  at  the 
fame  time  to  keep  in  mind,  that 
the  king’s  natural  character  was  in~ 
fepara'ole  from  his  political  cha¬ 
racter.  It  was,  as  Sir  Matthew 
Hale,  who  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  well  cb- 
ferved,  owing  to  this  having  been 
fomewhat  loft  fight  of,  that  fo 
many  mifchiefs  had  enfued  to  this 
country. 

He  juftified  the  taking  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  two  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as 
the  beft  mode  qf  proceeding.  Of 
old,  when  the  number  of  privy 
counfellors  was  not  fo  great  as  at 
prefent,  and  when  it  was  not  cuf- 
tomary  tor  his  majefty  to  have 
thofe  pcrfons  members  of  his  privy 
council  whom  he  never  choie  to 
meet,  in  a  dilemma  like  the  pre¬ 
fent  the  meafures  to  be  adopted 
for  the  public  fafety  might  origi¬ 
nate  there  ;  and  others  there  were, 
who  thought  his  majefty’s  cabinet 
council  the  proper  place  :  he  differ¬ 
ed  in  refpeCt  to  both.  He  had 
heard,  indeed,  of  fome  antiquaries, 
who  were  of  opinion,  that,  upon 
fome  emergencies,  a  middle  coun¬ 
cil,  between  the  two,  compofed  of 
the  judges  and  the  king’s  minifters, 
ought  to  be  formed  ;  but,  the  beft 
council  of  all,  in  his  judgment, 
was  the  grand  council  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  the  two  houfes  of  parliament. 

It  was  now  faid,  after  the  rights 
of  the  two  houfes  to  fupplv  the 
defeat  in  the  exercife  of  the  royal 
authority  had  been  difeuffed  and  de¬ 


cided,  and  when  they  were  called 
upon  to  concur  with  the  houfe  of 
commons  in  refolving  upon  the 
means,  which  were  to  be  reforted 
to  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  two 
houfes  were  about  to  exercife  the 
powers  of  executive  government, 
and  to  do  an  a£t  of  legifxation.  Had 
minifters,  of  themfelves,  put  the 
great  feal  to  a  connuiinon  for  call¬ 
ing  the  two  houfes  together,  and 
opened  parliament  in  that  way,  he 
was  perfuaded  that  the  charge  of 
their  being  about  to  take  upon 
themfelves  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  would  have  been  thundered 
in  their  ears  ten  times  more  loudly. 

The  lord  chancellor  fpoke  of  the 
noble  qualities  of  the  prince  of  Wales 
in  terms  of  great  praife  ;  but,  he 
faid,  there  might  be  heirs  apparent, 
whofe  lives  might  have  afforded  the 
two  houfes  fiifftcient  reafon  for  fet- 
ting  them  afide  from  the  regency  ; 
he  maintained,  therefore,  that  it 
was  expedient  that  the  two  houfes 
fhould  not  abandon  fuch  a  power, 
nor,  under  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  avoid  avowing  it  to  be  their 
right. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne,  in  a 
fpeech  of  great  length,  exprdfed  his 
general  approbation  of  the  meafures 
propofed  by  the  minifters.  In  con¬ 
tradiction  loathe  doctrines  which 
had  been  afferted',  concerning  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament,  that 
they  were  then  in  a  convention, 
he  had  no  hefitation  in  declaring, 
that  the  prefent  was  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes  a  parliament,  a  par¬ 
liament  regularly  a  fie  m  bled.  The 
king  l.iad  affembled  them  ;  the 
king  had  the  undoubted  autho¬ 
rity  thus  to  aifemble  them,  be- 
caufe  the  king  was  living;.  He 
pretended  not  to  any  great  know¬ 
ledge  of  law,  but  he  knew  enough 
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of  it  to  be  perfectly  allured  that, 
according  to  the  lav.*  and  the 
conftitution,  the  throne  was  never 
vacant ;  and  that  the  king,  in 
no  age,  in  no  condition,  cither  as 
a  minor  or  otherwife,  was  ever 
confidercd  as  incompetent  to  the 
exercife  of  the  royal  functions. 

The  fame  principle  prevails  in  re¬ 
gard  to  minors,  who  prefent  to 
livings  at  a  year  old,  and  other 
matters.  It  is  not  to  be  prefumed, 
that  thefe  old  principles  of  law  are 
without  a  meaning.  Whenever 
called  for,  they  are  found  to  have 
been  fuggefted  by  the  deepeft  wif- 
dom,  and  calculated  to  meet  future 
exigencies,  whatever  fuperficial 
people  may  think,  who  never  fore¬ 
fee  or  comprehend  difficulties,  till 
they  happen.  It  was  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  to  every  country,  that 
it  fhould  not,  on  any  event,  be  left 
without  a  government,  practically 
as  well  as  legally  competent  to 
every  exigence.  Parliament  was 
the  natural  government  of  this 
country,  and.  nothing  was  want¬ 
ing  to  make  the  prefent  legally  as 
well  as  praCtically  competent,  but  a 
•cpmmiffioTi  from  the  crown. 

He  wiilied,  therefore,  that  his 
fnajefty’s  minifters  had  come  down 
at  once  wich  fuch  a  commiffion  as 
the  third  proportion  pointed  out, 
and  that,  inftead  of  having  to  dif- 
eufs  the  propriety  of  putting  the 
areat  leal  to  fuch  a  commiffion, 

O  f  y 

they  would,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
have  aCtcd  upon  fuch  a  commiffion. 
It  had  been  obferved,  that  fome 
rifque  would  have  been  run,  if  the 
officer  holding  the  great  feal  had,  of 
his  own  authority,  affixed  it  to  a 
commiffion  to  hold  the  parliament 
in  the  king’s  name.  Some  rifque 
undoubtedly  would  have  been  run, 
but  great  officers  were  created  for 


the  execution  of  great  and  impor-r 
tant  aCts,  anti  if  they  would  run  uo 
rifque  and  no  hazard,  they  had  no 
buiinefs  in  great  fituations.  He 
could  not,  however,  fee  that  any 
rifque  could  have  been  run  by  any 
man  holding  the  great  feal,  who, 
in  the  prefent  critical  ntuation  of 
affairs,  fhould  have  affe  rubied  the 
parliament,  and  brought  together 
the  collective  wifdom  of  the  nation  ; 
and,  fure  he  was,  that  the  two 
houfes  were  fully  equal  to  the  ac¬ 
quitting  of  any  minifter,  who  had, 
in  fuch  an  emergency,  pyt  the  great 
feal  to  a  comniillion,  co.nilituting 
them  a  parliament. 

Upon  the  qyeftion  of  the  claims 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  his  lord- 
iliip  was  not  Jefs  firmly  decided  ; 
and  upon  principles,  as  we  find 
them  ftated,  more  general  than 
thofe  on  which  it  had  been  be¬ 
fore  argued.  By  the  principles 
eftablifhed  at  the  revolution,  he 
faid,  the  crown  itfelf  was  declar¬ 
ed  not  to  be  defcendable  proper¬ 
ty,  like  a  pig-fty  or  a  layftall,  but 
a  defcendable  trull:  ;  and  therefore 
he  contended,  that  hereditary  iuc- 
ceffion  was  not  to  be  confidered  as 
a  right,  but  a  mere  political  expe¬ 
dient  ;  and  that  this  reafoning  ob- 
vioufly  applied  with  double  force  to 
any  claim  to  the  regency.  He  was 
therefore  anxious  it  fhould  be  not 
only  difculfed  but  decided,  that  the 
eyes  -of  all  mankind  might  be 
opened  to  the  important  faCt  which 
mull  refult  from  the  difeuffion 
and  decifion,  that  the  people  had 
eflential  rights  of  their  own,  but 
that  kings  and  princes  had  no 
rights  whatever.  He  wiilied  it 
might  be  decided,  for  the  benefit  of 
foreign  countries,  that  thole  who 
buffered  oppreffion  under  govern¬ 
ments  the  molt  defpotic,  might  be 
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taught  their  rights  as  men,  and 
learn,  that  although  their  rights 
were  not,  like  the  rights  of  Eng- 
li/hmen,  fecured  by  precedents  and 
charters,  yet  that  their  rights  mud; 
be  acknowledged,  as  foon  as  ever 
they  chofe  to  alTert  them. 

At  half  after  twelve  o’clock  the 
houfe  divided  on  the  queftionj  when 
there  appeared  for  the  amendment 
66 ;  Noes  99.  The  three  refolutions 
were  then  feverally  put  and  voted. 

^  After  a  ihort  debate  upon 
-  rep0rt?  which  was 

made  on  the  29th  of  December,  they 
were  finally  agreed  to,  and  a  commit¬ 
tee  appointed  to  acquaint  the  com¬ 
mons  therewith  at  a  conference. 

A  ftrong  proteft  was  entered 
againft  agreeing  to  thefe  refolu¬ 
tions,  and  ftgned  by  the  dukes  of 


York  and  Cumberland,  and  forty* 

7  j 

fix  other  peers. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  were  not  be¬ 
held  with  indifference  by  the  body 
of  the  people  at  large.  The  friends 
of  the  minifters  were  adtive  and 
fuccefsful  in  procuring  addrefles 
from  a  confiderable  majority  of  the 
counties  and  corporations  of  the 
kingdom,  in  approbation  of’  the 
meafures  propofed  by  them :  and 
on  the  other  hand,  petitions  were 
alfo  prefented  to  both  houfes,  parti¬ 
cularly  from  the  counties  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  and  Southampton, and 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Weftminfler,exprelling  the  ffrongeff 
difapprobation  of  the  propofed  plan 
of  the  regency,  and  of  the  principles 
upon  which  it  was  founded. 
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ileath  of  the  fp9offptry  Mr.  Cornwall.  Election  of  his  fuccejfor.  Mr.  JVilliaiq 
Wyndham  Grenville  propofed  by  lord  Eujlon  and  Mr.  Pxlteney  ;  fir  Gilbert 
Elliot ,  by  Mr.  IVelbore  Ellis  and  Mr.  Frederick  Montagu — the  former  cho- 
fen  by  a  majority  of  71.  Mr.  Pitt  communicates  to  the  prince  oj  IV ales  the 
plan  of  the  regency.  Motion  propofed  by  Mr.  Loose  den  for  the  re-examination 
of  the  kings  phyftci-ans  y  previous  to  the  confederation  of  the  rejlridions  upon 
the  regency.  Perfonal  invectives  thrown  out  on  that  occafton.  Committee 
appointed  to  1  e- ex  amine  the  phyfcians.  F heir  report  taken  into  con  ft deration 

fan.  1 6th.  Mir.  Pitt’s  fpeech  on  that  occafton  ;  propofes  three  objects  for 
their  deliberations .  if.  Nature  of  the  kings  illnefs  ;  Anecdote  relative  to 
the  queen.  %d.  Principles  on  v:  hie  h  they  vs  ere  to  proceed.  yl.  P he  limi¬ 
tations  which  thofe  principles  pointed  out ;  viz.  in  the  power  of  creating 
peers ,  of  granting  places  or  penfon-s  for  life ,  of  alienating  the  perfonal  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  king ,  ref pecting  the  care  of  the  king's  perfon,  and  the  difpofal  of 
the  offices  of  the  houfe hold.  Mir.  Pitt  moves  five  refolutions  founded  on  theje 

principles.  They  are  frongly  oppofed  by  Mir.  Powys ,  lord  North  y  Mr.  She - 
ridany  and  colonel  Fullarton.  Celebrated  fpeech  of  Mr.  Grenville  in  fupport 
of  the  refolutions  ;  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Powys ,  and  negatived  by  227 
to  154,  Second  reflutiony  relative  to  the  creation  of  peersy  voted  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  21 6  to  1  59.  Third  and  fourth  refolutions  carried  without  a  divi¬ 
sion.  Debate  on  the  fifth  reflation,  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  houfe  hold, 
oppofed  by  lord  Maitland ,  Mr.  Grey ,  and  Mr.  Fox  ;  amendment  moved  by 
Mir.  Bouveriey  and  rej-eded  by  a  majority  of  54.  Debate  on  the  Refolutions 
in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Able  fpeech  of  the  bi/hop  of  Llandaffi.  Convids 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  applying  to  the  royal  mercy .  Lord  Camden's  opi¬ 
nion  relative  to  the  creation  oj  peers  by  ad  of  parliament.  Refolutions  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  26.  Protefs  fignedby  57  lords.  Refolutions  ordered 
to  be  prefented  to  the  prince  and  the  queen.  Their  anfwers.  Debate  on  the 
motion  for  putting  the  great  j'eal  to  a  commijfion  for  opening  parliament. 
Seffiotis  opened.  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  regency  bill. 
Bill  read  a  firfi  and  fecond  time.  Debates  in  the  committee.  Debate  on  the 
third  reading.  Regency  bill  fent  to  the  lords.  Notification  of  the  kings  re¬ 
covery.  Account  of  tranfadions  relative  to  the  regency  in  the  Irijh  parlia¬ 
ment. 


Dec. 


/^\N  the  29th  of  De- 
cember,  the  fpeaker 
of  the  houle  of  commons  (Mr. 
Cornwall)  was  feized  with  a  dange¬ 
rous  illnefs,  wh  ich  terminated  fatal] y 
on  the  2d  of  January.  The  houfe 
immediately  adjourned  itfelf  to  the 
5  th,  and  being  affembled  on  that  day, 
the  earl  of  Eufton  rofe,  and  after  a 
fhort  fpeech  in  praife  of  the  gentle- 

if*  *• 


man  he  defigned  to  propofe  as  a  pro¬ 
per  fuccelTbr  to  the  late  fpeaker,  he 
concluded  by  moving,  “  That  the 
“  right  honourable  William  Wynd- 
“  ham  Grenville  do  take  the  chair.” 
The  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Pultency,  who  faid  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  poffeifed  an 
hereditary  claim  to  the  favour  of  the 
houfe,  as  the  guardian  of  its  privi¬ 
leges, 
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leges,  which  he  had  fortified  and 
eftablifhed  by  his  judicious  alteration 
of  his  father’s  bill,  a  bill  that,  in 
his  opinion,  had  gone  farther  to¬ 
wards  fecuring  the  firft  and  the  moft 
invaluable  privileges  of  that  houfe, 
than  any  meafure  that  had  ever  ta- 

t/ 

ken  place  in  parliament.  Mr.  Pultc- 
ney  mentioned  the  cultomary  ufage 
of  a  previous  diredtion  from  the 
crown,  when  the  chair  became  va¬ 
cant  ;  but  as,  under  the  melancholy 
circumitances  of  the  times,  no  fuch 
form  could  take  place,  and  as  it  was 
abfolutely  neceffary  that  the  chair 
fhould  be  filled,  in  order  to  enable 
the  houfe  to  proceed  with  the  very 
delicate  and  peculiar  bufinefs  before 
them,  which  demanded  difpatch,  the 
choice  of  a  fpeakcf  immediately  was 
fo  mdifpenfably  requifite,  that  he 
fuppofed  no  doubt  could  remain  on 
that  queftion. 

Mr.  Wei  bore  Ellis  rofe  next,  and 
after  adverting  to  the  unneceffary 
and,  as  he  thought,  unwarrantable 
delay  which  had  taken  place  in  flip- 
plying  the  deficiency  of  the  third 
ejftate,  and  to  which  it  was  owing 
that  they  were  under  the  neceu 
ftty  of  taking  the  informal  Hep  they 
were  now  engaged  in,  he  moved  that 
the  name  of  fir  Gilbert  Elliot  fhould 
be  inferted  inifead  of  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville’s.  T  'his  motion  was  leconded 
by  Mr.  Frederick  Montagu,  who 
joined  with  Mr.  Ellis  in  the  hi gh e ft 
cpmmendationsof the  gentleman  pre- 
pofed  by  them,  for  his  candour  and 
conciliating  manners,  his  powerful 
eloquence,  his  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  his  country,  and  his  zeal  for  the 
conftitution. 

After  a  flip.rt  addrefs  frpm  the 
two  ca  ndidates,  of  mutual  preference 
to  each  other' the  houfe  divided; 
when  there,  appeared  for  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  Zi  y,  for  fir  Gilbert  Elliot  144. 
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During  the  interval  of  the  fpeak- 
ers  illnefs,  Mr.  Pitt  communicated 
to  the  prince  of  Wales  the  plan  he 
had  formed  for  the  conftitution 
the  regency.  This  letter,  together 
with  the  obfervations  of  his  royal 
highnefs  thereupon,  will  be  found  in 
the  State  Papers  [  p.  298  &  feq.j 
and  will  render  any  further  re¬ 
marks  from  us  on  that  fubjedl  un- 
necef&Ty. 

Mr.  Pitt  having  given  t  ~ 
notice  that  he  fhould  this  g  ’ 
day  propofe  to  the  houfe  1  /  9* 
the  reftridtions,  within  which  the 
exercife  of  the  regal  power  fhould 
be  granted  to  the  regent,  Mr.  Love- 
den,  the  member  for  Abingdon,  rofe 
as  foon  as  the  order  of  the  day  was 
moved,  and  obferved  that  before  the 
houfe  proceeded  to  fettle  the  terms 
of  the  regency,  he  conceived  that 
they  ought  to  know  exactly  where 
they  were,  and  what  the  exigency  of 
the  cafe  really  was,  the  providing 
for  which  had  become  the  object  of 
their  deliberations.  No  limitations 
of  any  kind  could  be  fuitably  adopt  - 
ed,  without  having  a  reference  to 
the  caufe  which  created  the  neceflity 
for  their  introduction  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  before  they  went  a  ftep  farther, 
in  his  humble  judgment  they  ought 
to  know  precisely  what  was  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  his  majefty’s  health, 
what  the  degree  of  alteration  which 
it  had  undergone  fmee  his  majefty’s 
phyficians  were  laft  examined,  and 
whether  the  probability  of  his 
recovery  was  increefed,  or  lefs 
than  it  had  been,  at  that  period. 
This  was  the  more  neceffary,  as  re¬ 
ports  had  gone  abroad,  of  a  very 
contradictory  kind,  and  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  different  phyficians  who 
attended  his  majefty  had.  been  made 
ufe  of  to  give  fan&ion  to  thofe  re- 
ports.  He  fhould  therefore^he  fai.d, 

be 
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beg  leave  to  move,  “  That  the  phy- 

ficians  who  have  attended  his  ma- 
“  jefty  fliould  be  again  examined, 
“  to  inform  the  houie  whether  any 
“  alteration  or  amendment  had  ta- 
“  ken  place  in  the  date  of  the  king’s 
“  health,  and  if  the  prefent  fymp- 
4‘  toms  were  fuch  as  to  give  reaion 
“  to  hope  for  his  majefty’s  fpeedy 
t‘  recovery.” 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a  warm 
debate,  which  was  managed  not  with 
the  moil  perfect  temper  and  mode¬ 
ration  on  either  fide  ot  the  houfe. 
Our  readers  will  already  have  re¬ 
marked,  that  an  entire  change  in 
the  miniilerial  offices  of  government 
was  confidered  as  one  ot  the  imme¬ 
diate  confequences  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  prince  of  Wales  to  the 
regency.  As  the  reftriCtions  which 
Mr.  Pitt  had  declared  his  intention 
of  moving,  could  not  fail  to  weaken 
and  embarrafs  in  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  the  new  admin rftration,  and  as 
the  propriety  of  thefe  reftriCtions  was 
contended  for  upon  a  prefumption  of 
the  fpeedy  recovery  of  the  king,  the 
contending  parties  caught  with  great 
eagernefs  at  fome  little  difference  of 
opinion  relative  to  that  point,  which 
prevailed  amongft  the  medical  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  attended  him.  In  tne 
courfe  of  the  debate  on  Mr.  Love- 
den’s  motion,  IVIr.  Pitt  treated  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Warren,  who  was 
Jeffs  ffanguine  in  his  expectations  of 
an  immediate  recovery  than  others, 
as  if  it  had  been  dictated  by  a  par¬ 
tiality  to  the  rifing  adniiniftration  y 
and  he  infmunted,  that  from  ’  the 
warmth  with  which  that  opinion  was 
taken  up  and  defended  on  the  other 
fide,  it  looked  as  if  thofe  gentlemen 
fpoke  from  their  wiffhes.  Thefe  in¬ 
sinuations  were  repelled,  as  being 
both  fcandaloufly  unjwft  and  bafely 
illiberal ;  and  in  return,  Dr.  Willis, 


who  was  extremely  confident  in  his 
expectations,  and  confequently  the 
favourite  on  the  other  fide,  was  re- 
presented  as  a  tool  employed  to  ferve 
the  defigns  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  faCtion. 
After  much  altercation  on  this  fub- 
jcCt,  it  was  agreed  that  a  new  com¬ 
mittee  fliould  be  appointed,  and 
that  the  phyficians  fliould  be  re¬ 
examined. 

Tfie  committee  fat  till  t 
the  1 3th,  when  the  re-  **  ’ 

port  was  brought  up,  and  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  ffe- 
condcd  by  Mr.  Wyndham,  that  it 
ffould  be  re-committed,  on  account 
of  their  not  having  examined  into 
the  grounds  of  the  different  opinions 
held*  by  the  phyficians  refpeCting 
the  probability  of  the  king’s  reco¬ 
very.  This  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  divifton  :  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  into  confideration  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houie  on  die  date  of 
the  nation  upon  the  Friday  fol¬ 
lowing. 

On  that  day  Mr.  Pitt  r  r 
rbfe,  and  after  exprefling  -  ' 

his  fatisfaClio.n  at  having  confented 
to  the  motion  for  re-examining  the 
phyficians,  the  event  of  which  had 
juftified  his  former  opinion  refpeCt¬ 
ing  the  probability  of  his  majefty’s 
recovery,  he  proceeded  to  open  the 
buffnefs  which  was  to  be  the  ffubjeCl 
of  their  prefent  deliberations.  This, 
he  obferved,  divided itfelf  into  three 
diftinCt  heads.— -ift.  The  nature  of 
the  king’s  illhefs.— zdly.  The  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  the  two.  houfes 
were  authorifed  to  aCt  on  this  occa- 
fio'n. — And  3dl,y.  The  application 
of  thofe  principles  to  the  Wafures 
which  he  fliould  propofe  for  reme¬ 
dying  the  prefent  defeCt  in  the  per- 
foiia  1  exercife  of  the  royal  autho¬ 
rity, 

4fttr 
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After  a  very  minute  and  laborious 
enquiry,  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  king’s  phyficians  had 
collected  a  body  of  evidence,  which 
contained  the  opinions  of  all  thofe 
gentlemen,  and  from  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  might  collect  the  following 
information  That  his  majefty  was 
by  his  illnefs  rendered  incapable  of 
attending  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  Ra¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  it  was  probable  he 
might  recover,  and  be  once  more 
able  to  refume  the  reins  of  govern¬ 
ment.  In  thefe  two  points,  all  the 
phyficians  were  agreed  ;  and  though 
no  one  of  them  could  venture  to  fix 
a  time  when  that  happy  event  might 
be  expected,  yet  they  were  unani¬ 
mous  in  declaring,  that  it  was  more 
probable  that  a  recovery  would  take 
place,  than  that  it  would  not  :  they 
were  no  lefs  unanimous  in  faying, 
that  though  the  interval  between 
their  frit  and  their  fecond  examina¬ 
tion  had  not  produced  any  considera¬ 
ble  change  in  his  majefty’s  health, 
no  inference  could  be  drawn  from 
fo  fhort  a  {pace  of  time  a  gain  ft  the 
probability  of  a  cure. 

Though  the  phyficians  were 
agreed  in  thefe  points,  they  were  not 
all  equally  fanguine  in  their  hopes  of 
his  majefly’s  recoverv  ;  but  it  was 
"remarkable,  that  inch  of  them  as 
y/ere  lead:  con verfant  in  the  diforder 
with  which  his  majefty  was  afrlivded, 
and  had  the  lead  opportunity  of 
being  acquainted  with  the  particular 
cafe  of  the  royal  patient,  were  the 
lead  fanguine  in  their  hopes  of  re¬ 
covery —  that  thofe  who,  without 
any  great  degree  of  experience  in 
the  particular  diforder,  yet  fpom 
their  condant  attendance  upon  his 
inajeft.y,  had  a  better  opportunity  of 
being  acquainted  with  his  cafe,  and 
the  date  of  his  health,  were  more 
fanguine  than  die  former  —7  and, 


finally,  that  thofe  who  were  mod 
converfant  in  complaints  like  thofe 
of  his  majedy,  and  were  befides 
conftantly  attending  upon  his  per- 
fon,  were  the  mod  fanguine  of  all 
in  their  hopes,  that  his  majedy 
would  recover,  and  podibly  in  a 
fliort  time. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  diffe¬ 
rences  of  opinion,  a  difpofition  had 
appeared  in  dome  members  of  the 
committee  to  diferedit  what  bad  been 
faid  by  the  phyficians,  as  if  undue 
influence  had  been  ufed  to  make 
them  publiih  opinions,  which  they 
did  not  entertain.  The  fact,  to  which 
he  alluded,  he  ibould  not  hefitatfe  to 
date  on  account  of  the  refpcftable 
perfonage  involved  in  it,  as  he  was 
convinced  that  the  more  her  conduct 
was  invedigated  the  more  it  would 
redound  to  her  honour.  It  was 
furely  natural,  he  faid,  for  her  ma- 
jefty  to  with  that  the  people,  to 
whom  die  knew  the  king  was  fo  dear, 
fhould  be  made  acquainted  with  any, 
eve.n  the  lead,  alteration  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  in  his  health  :  accordingly,  think¬ 
ing  thatfuch  an  alteration  had  taken 
place  one  day,  as  would  judify  a 
more  favourable  account  than  the 
phyficians  had  dgned,  die  expreded 
a  dedre  that  it  might  be  fo  changed 
as  to  contain  what  die  conceived  to 
be  the  exaft  dace  of  the  cafe. 

Having  explained  this  tranfadlion^ 
Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  eondder  the 
principles  on  which  they  were  au- 
thorifed  to.  abt  in  providing  for  the 
deficiency  in  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment.  It  had  been  determined,  that 
the  right  to  provide  for  fuch  defici¬ 
ency  devolved  on  the  two  houfes  of 

j 

parliament  ;  but  there  was. abundant 
reafon  to  hope  that  the  occadon 
would  be  temporary  and  fhort. 
What  they  had  to  provide  for,  there¬ 
fore,  was  no  more  than  an  interval, 

and 
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and  lie  flattered  himfelfthat  it  would 
prove  but  a  flhort  interval.  If, 
however,  unfortunately,  his  111a- 
jefty’s  ilinefs  fliould  be  protraf^ed, 
they  might  leave  it  to  parliament  to 
#lo  what  at  prefent  was  clearly  un- 
r  ecelTary  j  to  confider  of  a  more  per¬ 
manent  plan  of  government.  They 
were  to  provide  only  for  the  prelent 
neceflity,  and  not  to  exceed  it ;  they 
were  alfo  to  provide  againft  any 
embarraftment  in  the  rd'umption  of 
the  royal  authority,  whenever  God, 
in  his  providence,  fliall  enable  the 
rightful  holder  again  to  exerciie  it. 
They  were  therefore  to  grant  fuch 
powers,  and  none  others,  as  were 
requifite  to  carry  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country  with  energy 
and  affeCt. 

Upon  thefe  principles  he  fliould 
propofe  to  invert  the  prince  of 
Wales  with  the  whole  royal  autho¬ 
rity,  to  be  exercifed  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  the  king,  fub- 
jecl  to  fuch  limitations  and  reftric- 
tions  only  as  fliould  be  provided. 
He  obferved,  that  in  the  fuccejjion  ad 
of  queen  Ann,  and  in  the  regency  ads 
of  George  the  fecond  and  George 
the  third,  the  exerciie  of  all  the  royal 
prerogatives  were  granted  in  a  fuller 
manner  than  he  intended  to  pro¬ 
pofe  :  but  on  the  other  hand  the  re¬ 
gent,  in  all  thofe  cafes  was  fettered 
with  a  council,  theconlent  of  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  which  was  neceflary  to  au¬ 
thorize  his  a£ts. — Under  the  prefent 
circumftances  he  thought  it  mqre 
advifeable  to  leave  the  regent  en¬ 
tirely  free  in  the  choice  of  his  poli¬ 
tical  fervants  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
this  required  fome  limitation  of  the 
authority  with  which  he  was  to  be 
inverted. 

The  firft  reftri&ion  he  meant  to 
propofe  was,  that  the  authority  of 
the  rezent  ilieuld  not  extend  to  the 


creating  any  peer,  except  fuch  of 
the  royal  blue  as  fliould  attain  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  T  here  were 
three  grounds,  he  conceived,  upon 
which  this  branch  of  the  prerogative, 
was  intruded  by  the  conftitution  to 
the  crown,  none  of  which  were  a.p» 
plicable  to  the  prefent  cafe.  Firft, 
it  was  defigned  to  enable  the  king 
to  counteract  the  defigns  of  any  fac¬ 
tious  cabal  in  the  houle  ot  lords, 
which  might  have  acquired  a  pre¬ 
dominant  influence  in  their  delibe¬ 
rations.  But  was  it  at  all  probable, 
that  the  government  of  his  royal 
highnefs  fliould  be  obrtruCted  by 
any  fuch  cabal  ?  He,  for  one,  was 
ready  to  declare  that  he  fhould  give 
no  oppofition  to  any  adminirtration 
the  regent  fliould  ehufe  to  form,  fo 
long  as  their  m eafu res  were  coulpsiu- 
tible  with  the  profpeHty  of  the 
kingdom.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
faid,  fuch  a  number  of  peers  might 
be  created,  as  would  conflderably 
embarrafs  his  majefty’s  government 
on  the  event  of  his  being  reftored 
to  health.  Secondly,  This  power  was 
verted  in  the  crown,  to t enable  the 
fovereign  to  reward  eminent  me¬ 
rit,  and  thereby  to  invite  others  to 
the  fame  laudable  exertions  in  the 
public  fervice.  But  was  it,  he  faid, 
to  be  fuppofed  that  for  want  of  fuch 
an  incentive  for  a  few  months,  the 
country  was  likely  to  be  deprived  of 
the  fervice  of  men  of  merit.  If  his 
•  majefty  recovered,  as  they  all  hoped, 
and  had  reafon  to  expeCt  he  would, 
the  power  of  creating  peers  might 
be  exercifed  by  the  rightful  holder 
of  the  prerogative ;  but  if,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  his  majefty  ibould  grow 
worfe,  and  be  pronounced  not  likely 
to  recover  for  a  long  time,  parlia¬ 
ment  would  have  it  in  its  power  to 
take  off  the  reftri&ion,  and  vert  the 
regent  with  a  power,  which  though 

not 
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not  atprefent,  be  was  ready  to  ad¬ 
mit,  might  in  time  become  necefiary 
to  the  carrying  on  of  a  powerful  go¬ 
vernment,  Thirdly, This  power  was 
defigned  to  provide  for  the  fluctu¬ 
ation  of  wealth  and  property  in  the 
country,  that  by  railing  men  of  great 
landed  in  ter  eft  to  the  peerage,  that 
branch  of  the  legiflature  ftiould  be 
always  placed  upon  its  true  and  pro¬ 
per  balls.  But  lurely  it  would  not 
be  contended,  that  it  was  necefiary 
to  provide  in  a  temporary  plan  for 
exigencies,  which  could  only  arife 
from  the  lapfe  of  connderable  peri¬ 
ods  of  time.  For  all  thefe  reafbns 
taken  together  he  ftiould  therefore 
propofe  that  the  regent  ftiould  be 
reftrained  from  the  exercife  of  this 
part  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown. 
The  next  reftriCtion  he  ftiould  pro¬ 
pofe  Was,  that  the  regent  ftiould  not 
grant  any  penfion  or  place  for  life, 
or  in  reverlion,  other  than  fuch  place 
as  is,  from  its  nature,  to  be  held  for 
life,  or  during  good  behaviour. 
This  reftridtion,  hefaid,  flowed  from 
the  fame  principle  which  fupported 
the  former  ;  it  would  prevent  his 
majefty  from  being  put  on  a  worfe 
footing,  ftiould  he  recover,  than  he 
was  before  his  illnefs  j  and  it  could 
not  be  faid,  that  the  power  reftrain- 
ed  by  this  limitation  was  fieceftary 
to  a  regent. 

The  next  was,  to  reftrain  the  re¬ 
gent  from  exerciling  any  power  over 
the  perfonal  property  of  the  king. 
Mr.  Pitt  on  this  occafion  obferved, 
that  he  fcarcely  thought  it  neceftary 
to  pafsthis  refolution,  as  it  Xvas  not 
probable  that  his  royal  highriefs 
ftiould  interfere  with  his  majefty’s 
perfonal  property  in  his  life-time  J 
but  as  they  were  acting  upon  par¬ 
liamentary  principles,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  fubmit  it  to  the  com¬ 
mittee. 


The  laft  fefdlution  would  be  fdr 
entrufting  the  care  of  the  royal 
perfon,  during  his  majefty’s  illnefs, 
where  of  cotirie  all  men  would  be 
unanimous  in  agreeing  that  the  royal 
perfon  ought  to  be  placed,  in  the 
guardianftiip  of  the  queen  ;  and  with 
this  truft  his  intention  was,  to  pro¬ 
pofe  to  put  the  whole  df  his  majefty’s 
houftrold  under  her  authority,  in- 
vefting  her  with  full  powers  to  dif- 
mifs  and  appoint,  as  ftie  ftiould  think 
proper.  Without  being  invefted 
with  this  control,  lie  imagined  that 
the  queen  could  not  difeharge  the 
important  truft  committed  to  her 
care.  Thefe  officers  were,  for  the 
moft  pah,  in  actual  attendance  upon 
his  majefty^s  perfon,  and  he  did  not 
fee  how  they  could  be  put  under 
the  control  of  the  regent,  while  the 
care  of  his  majefty  upon  whom  they 
Were  to  attend,  was  trufted  to  ano¬ 
ther  perfon. 

The  lords  of  the  bed-chamber* 
indeed,  might  not  be  thought  necef- 
fary  now,  when  their  attendance 
could  not  be  required  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  generous  and  liberal 
nation  would  not  have  it  faid,  that 
in  the  moment  of  the  king’s  illnefs 
they  had  grown  fo  very  (economi¬ 
cal,  that  they  would  not  bear  the  bx- 
pence  of  fupporting,  till  his  reco¬ 
very,  thofe  officeis  who  formed  part 
of  his  majefty’s  royal  ftate  :  it  would 
be  no  pleafant  thing  to  his  majefty 
to  be  told,  ftiould  he,  on  his  reco¬ 
very,  call  for  fame  One  of  thofe  lords 
Who  ufed  to  be  about  his  perfon, 
that  they  had  been  difmifled,  that 
the  nation  might  fave  the  eXpence 
attending  their  offices. 

Laftly,  he  ftiould  propofe,  that  a 
council  ftiould  be  named  to  aftift  the 
queen  with  their  advice,  whenever 
ftie  ftiould  require  it :  but  who  ftiould 
not  have  a  try  power  of  control,  but 

barely 
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"barely  that  of  giving  advice,  and  of 
fatisfying  themfelves  daily  of  the 
ftate  of  the  king’s  health  :  and  that 
they,  or  fome  others,  fhould  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  manage  the  real  and  per- 
ional  eilate  of  the  king,  with  this 
rellridtion,  not  to  alienate,  or  to  dii- 
pofe  of  any  part  ot  it,  except  by 
leafe. 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  moving 
the  find  of  the  five  refutations,  which 
the  reader  will  find  among  the  State 
Papers  [p.  302].  Thefe  refutations 
were  ftrongly  oppofed  both  in  the 
committee  and  on  the  report.  Mr. 
Powys  began  by  obferving,  that  he 
fhould  oppofe  the  refutations  opened 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
and  the  monftrousfyftem  to  be  built 
upon  them,  as  tending  to  mutilate 
and  difmember  the  conilitutional 
authority  of  the  crown.  They  had 
voted  a  refolution,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  preferve  the  royal  authority 
entire.  What  were  they  now  called 
upon  to  perform  ?  to  dilfolve,  fepa- 
rate,  and  parcel  out  what  they  had 
folemnly  refolved  to  preferve  whole 
and  entire.  To  drip  the  executive 
government  of  any  of  its  legal  pre¬ 
rogatives,  would  be  to  overturn  the 
eonllitution,  for  the  prefervation  of 
which,  and  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
thefe  prerogatives  were  originally 
annexed  to  the  crown.  He  confi 
dered  the  prerogative  in  particular, 
of  bellowing  peerages,  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  royal  authority  ;  it  was  a 
fhield  which  the  conftitution  had 
from  its  earlieil  days  provided  for 
its  own  defence  and  prefervation  ; 
and  which  could  not  be  wreited  from 
the  crown  without  bringing  deitrue- 
tion  upon  the  confcirution.  It  was 
referved  for  the  prefent  minifter  to 
innovate  upon  the  eonllitution,  and 
to  exhibit  a  fight,  which,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  monarchy,  had 
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never  been  feen  in  the  country  be¬ 
fore,  the  exercife  of  the  royal  power, 
without  the  prerogatives,  which  the 
eonllitution  had  rendered  infepara- 
ble  from  the  royal  authority. 

In  the  regency  adts  of  former 
reigns,  the  royal  authority  had  been 
preferred  entire,  and  a  council  had 
been  appointed  for  the  regent — no 
fuch  council  was  to  be  appointed  in 
xhe  prefent  inflance,  and  this  was 
given  as  a  reafon  for  the  reftricliou? 
propofed — but  on  what  grounds  was 
this  dillruft  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
founded  ?  was  it  becaufe  he  had 
quietly  waited  for  parliament  to 
fettle  the  government  without  ax? 
attempt  to  embarrafs  their  delibera¬ 
tions,  by'  prtffing  upon  them  any 
claim  whatever  on  his  part  to  a  fihare 
in  that  government  ?  Was  it  becaufe 
princes  were  naturally  fond  of 
power,  and  did  not  like  to  relinquilh 
it,  after  having  once  obtained  it  ? 
But  was  that  backwardnefs  to  refign 
power,  confined  to  princes  ?  Or  was 
it  not  to  be  found  in  thofe,  who  to 
fecure  their  return  to  it,  would  ftrip 
the  crown  of  its  inalienable  preroga¬ 
tives,  and  trample  upon  the  conlli- 
tution  ?  With  refpebt  to  patent 
places,  he  confidertd  them  as  part 
of  the  public  fund,  fet  apart  for  the 
reward  of  virtue,  and  of  merit  j  and 
therefore  he  was  of  opinion  that 
they  could  not  be  withheld  from  the 
regent,  without  a  manifeil  injury  to 
the  public,  and  without  the  deflrue-* 
tion  of  one  great  incentive  to  meri¬ 
torious  deeds. 

The  idea  of  withholding  from  the 
regent  the  nomination  of  the  differ- 
rent  offices  in  the  houfehold,  and 
granting  it  to  the  queen,  was  to  re- 
fufe  to  a  refponfible,  and  grant  it  to 
an  irrefponfibie  perfon.  Mr.  Powys 
faid,  he  had  fucctfsfully  withstood, 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  right 
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honourable  gentleman,  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  a 
fourth  eftate  in  the  country.  It  was 
remarkable,  indeed,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  fhould  now 
be  himfelf  the  propofer  of  a  fourth 
eftate  :  the  queen,  without  being  re- 
fponfible  to  parliament,  or  the  laws, 
Would  be  in  a  iitiiation,  under  the 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  regu¬ 
lation,  in  which  die  could  influence 
the  votes  of  a  very  great  number  cf 
members  of  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  Who  ufually  have  places  in 
the  houfliold.  If  the  nomination  of 
lords  and  grooms  of  the  bed-cham¬ 
ber  was  to  be  withheld  from  the  re¬ 
gent,  beeaufe  it  was  dangerous  to 
truft  him  with  it,  the  remedy  was 
inadequate  to  the  difiafe  :  for  the 
army  and  navy  could  not  be  very 
Jiarmlefs  engines  in  the  hands  of  a 
man,  to  whom  it  would  not  be  fafe 
to  truft  the  nomination  of  lords  and 
grooms  of  the  bed-chamber. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman 
feemed  to  wifh  to  preferve  concord 
and  harmony  in  the  country  ;  but  it 
looked  as  if  his  real  wifh  was  to  de- 
ftroy  the  domtftic  happmefs  of  the 
roval  family,  to  arm  the  mother 
againft  the  fon,  and  the  fon  againft 
the  mother,  and  by  making  a  paliied 
and  impotent'  government,  render 
his  own  return  to  power  a  matter  of 
ueceility.  But  fuch  a  government 
Would  be  a  curie  to  any  country,  and 
therefore  the  formation  of  it  ought 
to  be  refilled  by  all  who  wiflied  well 
to  this.  In  oppoftng  it,  he  would 
take  for  his  guide  tr  aft  of  the  5th 
of  the  prefent  reign,  for  fettling  a 
regency,  in  cafe  the  crown  fhould 
defeend  to  any  of  the  ifiue  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  before  they  had 
attained  the  age  of  i3.  The  pre¬ 
amble  to  that  aht  ftaud,  “  that  for 
tjjepurpofe  of  preferring  the  luftre 


and  fplendor  of  the  crown  entire,  be 
it  enacted,  &c.”  and  then  it  went 
on  to  appoint  a  regent,  arad  a  ccun 
cil  to  aftift  him.  He  intended  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  resolu¬ 
tion  then  before  the  committee,  and 
he  would  borrow  from  the  above 
ftatute  thofe  very  words,  which  he 
thought  fo  very  expreffive,  that  he 
could  find  none  that  were  better  cal¬ 
culated  to  convey  his  meaning. 

He  concluded  by  moving,’  that 
the  original  refolution,  from  the  firft 
word,  be  left  out,  and  the  following 
words  inferted  in  its  ftead— “  that 
for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  the 
luftre  and  fplendor  of  the  crown 
entire,  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince 
of  Wales  be  empowered  to  take  upon 
him  the  ftyle  and  title  of  regent  of 
the  realm,  and  to  exercife  all  the 
prerogatives  and  powers  of  the 
crown,  which,  by  the  act  of  the  5th 
of  his  majefty,  the  council  and  re¬ 
gent  were  empowered  to  exercife,  in 
cafe  the  crown  had  defeended  to  any 
of  his  majefty’s  iifue,  under  the  age 
of  18,  &c.” 

The  amendment  was  feconded  by- 
lord  North,  who  concurred  with 
Mr.  Powys  in  confidering  the  fyf- 
tem  propfed  as  a  dangerous  inno¬ 
vation  upon  the  cor.ftlcution,  and  mi¬ 
litating  againft  one  of  its  fundamen¬ 
tal  maxims— that  the  king  never 
dies.  It  diredlly  introduced  that 
interregnum,  that  ceffation  of  im¬ 
perial  power,  againft  which  the  con- 
ftit.ution  had  fo  wifely  and  cautioufly 
guarded.  The  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  he  argued,  were  trufts  fivr 
the  public,  andconfequently  not  one 
of  them  could  ceafe  without  public 
injury.  They  were  alfo  fuppoied  to 
be  neccftary  for  the  fupport  of  the 
eftablifhed  government  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  more  neceflary  to  a  re¬ 
gency,  which  was  naturally  and  un 

avoidably 
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avoidably  weaker  than  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  king. 

Having  argued  thefe  general  to¬ 
pics  with  great  ingenuity,  lie  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  cohfider  the  limitations 
themielves.  With  refpect  to  the 
power  of  creating  peers,  he  observ¬ 
ed,  that  the  houfe  ought  to  be  verv 
cautious  how  they  buffered  a  bill 
lufpending  fur  an  unlimited  time 
this  branch  of  the  royal  authority  to 
pafs  their  hands.  It  had  been  faid 
that  a  time  might  come  when  it 
would  be  proper  to  re-confider  the 
whole  bufinefs,  and  then,  if  his  ma- 
jtfty’s  recovery  fhould  appear  lefs 
probable,  they  might  leffln  or  en¬ 
tirely  remove  the  reftriCtions  now  im- 

j 

pofed  on  the  regent.  Eut  were  they 
lure  that  thev  fhould  be  able  to  take 
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off  the  reftrittion  then  under  cor.fi- 
dcration  ?  It  could  not  be  done  with  - 
out  the  concurrence  of  the  lords. 
Limitations  of  the  peerage  had  been 
always  and  with  reafon  confidered 
as  tending  to  aggrandize  indivi¬ 
dually  the  members  of  that  body  ; 
and  therefore  it  was  not  likely  that 
they  would  be  very  ready  to  con- 
Lnt  to  the  removal  of  it.  A  cir- 
cumflance  happened  at  the  clofe  of 
the  reign  of  George  I.  which  would 
throw  fome  light  upon  this.  rl  he 
king  at  that  time,  it  was  thought, 
could  not  live  long,  and  his  minifters 
were  known  not  to  ftand  very  high  in 
the  opinion  of  the  prince  of  Wales  ; 
thev  were  known  to  have  a  ftrong 
and  predominant  party  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  ;  for  the  purpofe,  therefore, 
of  fecuring  then. Lives  from  the 
mortification  of  being  removed  from 
their  placts?  they  caufed  a  bill  to  be 
introduced  into'the  houfe  of  lords 
lor  limiting  the  number  of  peerages 
to  that  which  at  the  time  ux i fled  : 
the  lords  faw  that  fuch  a  limitation 
v.'ould  receffrtrily  re.ife  their  indi- 
Vol.  XXXI. 


vidual  confequence,  and  therefore 
both  fides  of  their  houfe  joined  in 
carrying  it  through  :  it  was  fent 
down  to  the  commons,  and  there  it 
was  received  with  the  indignation 
it  deferved,  and  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  265.  'This  circumftance 
fhould  make  gentlemen  fee  the  ne- 
celiity,  if  a  reftriCtion  upon  this 
branch  of  the  prerogative  fhould  be 
thought  proper,  that  the  term  of  its 
duration  fhould  be  afeertained  ;  and 
that,  unlefs  renewed,  the  reftriction 
fhould,  at  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  be  of  itfelf  ciiffolved,  other- 
wife  they  might  poftibly  not  find  the 
lords  as  ready  to  give  it  up,  as  they 
might  be  to  confent  to  it. 

The  reftriction  refpeCting  the  no¬ 
mination  of  the  lords  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber,  and  other  officers  of  the 
houfhold,  he  viewed  in  a  very  feri- 
ous  light,  A  perlon  with  the  com¬ 
mand  of  fo  great  a  fund  as  the  civil 
lift,  muft  certainly  have  an  influence, 
which  exercifed  by  one  who  was  nor 
rcfponfible,  might  be  of  very  great 
prejudice  to  the  government ;  the 
patronage  of  the  boufbold  was  im- 
menfe,  and  could  not,  with  fafety  to 
the  itate,  be  feparated  from  the  exe¬ 
cutive  officers  of  the  crown,  who 
were  refponfible  for  all  their  aCfs. 

'{ he  pages  and  grooms  of  the 
chamber,  might  be  left  under  the 
control  of  the  queen ;  but  the  lords 
of  the  bed-chamber,  who  were  part 
of  the  king’s  public  ftate,  and  who 
were  never  in  waiting  but  on  public 
occafions,  who  were  in  reality  poli¬ 
tical  Levants  of  his  majefty,  and 
who  had  proved  to  be  fo  on  a  recent 
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.  occafion,  ought  undoubtedly  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  executive 
government. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  :•  fibred  them,  that  the  patron¬ 
age  to  be  withhold en  from  the  regent 
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under  this  refolution  would  rot  be 
abufed,  and  had  defired  that  his 
profefFiGn,  that  he  would  not  take 
part  in  any  rations  oppofition  to 
the  government  of  the  regency, 
might  be  corfidered  as  a  fumdent 
fecurity.  Tb  it  the  exalted  perfon- 
&<ye%  in  whofe  hands  this  enormous 
patronage  was  to  be  nominally 
lodged,  would  not  abufe  it,  lord 
North  declared,  that  he  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  believe  ;  but,  when  he  con- 
fidered,  that  there  was  to  be  a 
council  to  advife  her  majefly,  he 
was  not  quite  fure  that  the  advice 
given  would  always  be  pure,  and 
free  from  the  influence  of  a  fpirit 
of  factious  oppofition.  At  all  events, 
it  was  not  parliamentary  to  rely  on 
the  profeffions  of  an  individual. — 
When  a  great  public  meafure  was 
under  confideration,  they  were  to 
govern  themfelves  by  public  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  not  by  perfonal  con¬ 
fidence. 

He  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  he  fhould  tremble  f6r  his 
country,  if  the  resolutions  were 
adopted  f  that  if  the  houfe  thought 
that  any  advantage  could  repay  the 
violation  of  the  conflitution,  and 
a  died  upon  that  principle,  that 
principle  would  prove  its  ruin.  Fie 
wiflied-  it  not  to  be  faid,  that  for 
fear  the  regent  fliould  change  the 
mlniih'y,  they  were  willing  to 
change  the  conflitution.  Fie,  pro¬ 
bably,  iliould  not  live  to  fee  the 
fatal  effedts  which  might  follow  ; 
but  there  were  gentlemen  fitting 
there,  who  might  one  day  repent, 
that  by  their  vote  that  night  they 
had  brought  on  the  ruin  of  the  con- 
ilirution. 

Mr.  Sheridan  followed  on  the 
fame  fide  with  lord  North  ;  and 
after  repelling  fome  infinuations 
whith  had  been  thrown  out  againfl 
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the  party  fuppofed  to  poffefs  the 
good  opinion  of  the  prince,  he  at¬ 
tacked,  witlifuccefsfulredicule,  that 
part  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  plan  which  put 
the  patronage  of  the  king's  hou.fi- 
hold  into  the  hands  of  the  queen,  or 
in  other  words,  he  faid,  into  his 
own  Fie  sfked,  if  gentlmen  were 
aware,  that  by  fo  doing  they  were 
about  to  give  nearly  the  third  part 
of  the  patronage  of  the  crown  into 
the  hands  of  the  oppofition  ;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  declaration  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he 
was  inclined  to  expedt  one  from  the 
recollection  of  his  having  made  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  profolfions  of  mode¬ 
ration,  when  he  flood  in  the  fame 
predicament  a  few  years  back.  It 
would  lie,  he  obferved,  a  ndvel  fight 
to  fee  a  popular  leader  of  oppofition, 
with  a  guard  of  court  fcullions,  and 
the  furly  patriot,  attended  by  the 
laced  liveries  of  the  royal  pages.- — 
He  reprefented  the  ex-minifter  as 
coming  down  to  the  houfe  in  flate, 
with  the  cap  of  liberty  on  the  end 
of  a  white  wand,  a  retinue  of  black 
and  white  flicks  attending  him,  and 
a  guard  of  beef  eaters  marfhalled 
by  the  lord  fleward,  the  lord  cham¬ 
berlain,  and  the  mailer  of  horfe, 
clearing  his  way  through  the  lobby. 

They  had  been  told,  that  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  king’s  houfhold  would 
hUrt  his  majefly ’s  feelings  ;  but 
would  they  not  give  him  credit  for 
thole  feelings  which  dignify  even 
his  flation  ?  The  regent  and  his 
miniilers  were  allowed  to  exer- 
cife  the  mofl  important  privileges 
of  royalty  ;  and  was  it  to  be  fup¬ 
pofed  that  the  king  would  be  more 
fliocked  to  find  his  houflrold  fervants 
changed,  than  that,  perhaps,  the 
conftitution  of  his  country  was  al¬ 
tered,  or  part  of  his  dominions 
ceded  to  foreign  potentates,  or  any 

other 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [115, 


other  eftential  calamity  and  dif- 
grace  entailed  upon  his  empire  ? 
When  therefore  it  fliould  pleafe 
God  to  reftore  our  fovereign  to  the 
life  of  his  faculties,  and  he  fhould 
enquire  as  a  parent,  how  thofe  mi- 
nifters  in  whom  he  trufted  had  treat¬ 
ed  his  fon  :  was  he  to  be  fatisfied, 
with  hearing  that  his  mailer  of  the 
horfe  was  f  ife  ?  Should  he,  as  a  fo- 
vereign,  afk  who  headed  our  armies 
or  condu&xd  our  fleets  ;  was  he  to 
be  informed  that  his  {bullions  were 
mforfhalled  bv  the  fame  chiefs  as  for¬ 
merly  ?  or,  if  he  was  anxious  of  the 


Hate  of  his  civil  lift  revenue  ;  was  he 
to  be  made  eafy  with  being  allured, 
that  the  ftate  of  his  court  calendar 
had  been  preferved  entire  ?  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  declaring,  that  he  had 
no  doubt,  but  when  it  fhould  be 
known  by  the  public,  that  the  mo¬ 
tive  for  impofing  fuch  reftrictions 
w^s  no  other  than  becaufe  the  prince 
was  going  to  take  into  his  lervice  a 
different  fet  of  men  from  thofe  now 
in  office,  they  would  defpife  and 
deteft  the  cunning  and  the  craft 
from  whence  fo  wretched  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  had  originated. 

Colonel  Fullarton  concluded  the 
debate  with  an  able  and  animated 
fpeech. — He  firll  adverted  to  a  pofi- 
tion  on  which  much  ftrefs  had  been 
laid,  namely,  that  in  contemplation 
of  law,  the  political  capacity  of  the 
king  continued  perfect,  and  could 
neither  fuffer  diminution  nor  defeat. 
If  by  this  technical  phrafeology 
was  meant,  that  ail  the  powers  and 
authorities  of  executive  government 
remained  entire  in  the  perion  of 
tli e  king  during  his  incapacicv,  in 
sfuch  a  wav,  that  he  fliould  of  right 
vxercife  the  fame  as  foon  and  as 


long  as  he  was  capable  or  exercifing 
them  perfonally  ;  and  that,  while 
he  fliould  not  be  capable  of  exercif- 


ing  them  perfonally,  they  fliould  be 
exercifed  in  truft  for  him  :  if  that, 
was  the  meaning  of  the  righy  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman’s  expreffions, 
no  perfon  could  be  more  ready  to 
admit  that  dodlrine  than  he  was. 
But,  if  it  was  meant,  that  the 
powers  and  authorities  of  executive 
government  might  remain  dormant, 
unemployed,  unproductive  to  the 
publ  ic  fervice,  as  long  as  the  king 
was  incapacitated  from  the  perfonal 
exercife  of  them,  it  was  a  mon- 
ftrous  and  abfurd  doClrine.  Would 
any  man  who  pretended  to  the 
flighted:  refpeCt  for  the  couftitution 
venture  to  declare,  that  the  powers 
and  authorities  of  government  were 
to  be  conftdered  as  the  mere  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  fovereign  ?  That  they 
were  to  be  confidered  like  the  ftore, 
or  the  wardrobe,  or  the  privy-purfe, 
as  things  meant  for  the  perfonal 
ufe,  pleafure,  and  convenience  of 
the  fovereign,  and  that  when  he  is. 
incapable  of  ufing  them  perfonally 
they  need  not  be  ufed  at  all  ?  Did 
gentlemen  recoiled!  that  the  powers 
of  the  crown  were  veiled  in  the 
king,  not  for  the  perfonal  benefit 
of  the  king,  but  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fiate  ?  That  there  were  duties 
and  obligations  mutually  to  be  per¬ 
formed  between  the  fovereign  and 
the  fubjedl,  duties  of  an  awful  mag¬ 
nitude,  involving  the  welfare  and 
happir.efs  of  the  people  ?  How  then 
could  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  maintain,  that  thofe  duties  and 
obligations,  in  contemplation  of 
law,  could  poffibly  remain  entire, 
in  the  perfon  of  the  kir>g,  during 
his  incapacity,  any  other  wife  than 
this,  that  when  the  kiny  was  inca- 
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pamtated  from  the  perfonal  exer¬ 
cife  of  them,  they  mull  be  per¬ 
formed  in  truft  for  him  ;  that  fome 
perfon  or  performs,  either  by  devo- 
[  H  ]  2  lution 
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lution  or  appointment,  rnuft  per¬ 
form  the  duti  ;  of  the  royal  ftation, 
and  exercife  the  functions  of  autho¬ 
rity  in  truft  for  the  kino,  during  his 
incapacity  j  unlefs  the  committee 
were  prepared  to  declare  the  kingly 
power  either  totally  or  in  part  ufe- 
IWs  ? 

Having  argued  for  fame  time  on 
thefe  and  other  topics,  Mr.  Fullar- 
ton  concluded  with  reciting  a  part 
of  the  hiftory  of  France,  which 
bore  fo  flron?  a  fimilitude,  in  fome 

O  7 

of  its  circuniftances,  to  the  ntua- 
tion  they  were  in,  that  fome  of  the 
members  were  in  doubt  whether  it 
was  a  real  ftory  or  invented  for  the 
purpofe. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fixth 
the  government  of  that  country  bo- 
ing  interrupted  by  the  incapacity  of 
the  monarch,  the  then  prime  mi- 
niftef,  countenanced  by  the  queen, 
Ifabeau  de  Baviere,  and  fupported 
by  a  ftrong  faCtion,  laid  a  plot  for 
the  purpofe  of  affronting  the  heir 
apparent  (afterwards  Charles  the 
Victorious)  and  continuing  them- 
fclves  in  power.  This  mini  tier’s 
name  was  Mervilliers;  he  had  com¬ 
menced  his  career  in  the  profef- 
fibn  of  the  law,  but  quickly  found  a 
neater  road  to  advancement  in  the 
intrigues  of  politics.  The  project 
above  fluted  they  abfolutely  accom- 
pliflied  by  means  of  a  corrupt  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  parliament  of  Paris — 
•nay,  they  had  even  the  cunning  to 
procure  an  addrefs  of  thanks  from 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  corpora¬ 
tion  of  that  city. 

What  was  the  confequence  of 
this  nreafure  ;  The  nation  was  in¬ 
volved  in  all  the  miferies  of  a  weak 
and  difunited  government,  clefpifed 
and  difmehibered  by  its  enemies,  till 
the  fpirit  and  virtue  of  Charles  the 
Victorious,  by  iirft  conquering  his 


dome  flic  foes,  enabled  him  to  defeat 
his  lefs  dangerous  enemies,  and  re- 
ftore  the  crown  of  France  to  its  wont¬ 
ed  fplendour  and  dignity.  “  And, 
now,”  faid  Mr.  Fullatton,  “  I  will 
defy  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  to  produce  a  ftngle  inftance, 
in  the  hiftory  of  England,  in  the 
hiftory  of  France,  in  the  hiftory  of 
Spain,  or  in  the  hiftory  of  any  other 
country,  with  whofe  hiftory  we  are 
acquainted  at  all,  where  the  efta>- 
bliflied  legal  powers  of  executive 
government  were  maimed,  mutilat¬ 
ed,  and  rtftrained,  without  produc¬ 
ing  inefficiency,  counteraction,  cala-  > 
mity,  and  difgrace.” 

On. the  other  fide  of  the  houfe, 
the  refolutions  were  fupported  by 
the  fpeaker,  Mr.  Grenville,  in  a 
fpeech  which  arrefted  the  attention 
of  the  committee  for  near  three 
hours.  He  began  with  taking  a 
view  of  the  fteps  that  had  already 
been  taken  for  the  purpofe  of  afcer- 
taining  the  nature  of  their  fituatian, 
and  the  rights  and  duties  apper¬ 
taining  to  it.  This  led  to  coniider 
the  validity  of  a  petition  maintained 
by  perfons  in  both  houfes,  “  that 
although  the  two  houfes  of  parlia-  i 
ment  conftitute  the  only  power  com¬ 
petent  to  act  on  this  occafton,  yet, 
that  they  can  lawfully  proceed 
no  farther  than  to  call  fome  perfon 
to  the  exereife  of  the  royal  au¬ 
thority  ;  and  that  whatever  other 
provifions  the  exifting  circum-  . 
fiances  may  require,  mull  be 
made  hereafter  with  the  con¬ 
tent  of  fuch  perfon  then  repre- 
fbnting  the  fovereign,  and  e'xer- 
cifmg,  at  his  own  diferetion, 
the  legiilative  functions  of  the 
crown.” 

In  fupport  of  this  prepofition,  the  ' 
ftatute  of  the  13th  of  Charles  the 
fecond,  cap.  1.  had  been  quoted: 

but  ! 
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but  that  this  flatute  was  not  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  prefent  circuinftances 
was  evident,  he  faid,  from  hence 
that  it  would  apply  equally  to  every 
ftep  that  could  he  taken  ;  and  the 
only  inference  that  could  be  drawn 
from  it  would  be,  that  we  were  now 
in  a  fituation  for  which  no  legal  re¬ 
medy  could  by  any  pcfiibifity  be 
provided.  The  neceiliry  or  the  cafe 
was,  therefore,  to  fuperfedcall  law. 

After  difcuffmg  this  queftion  up- 
qn  various  grounds,  he  proceeded 
to  confider  the  cafes  ol  the  reftora- 
tion  and  the  revolution  ;  and  endea¬ 
voured,  with  great  ingenuity  and 
acutenefs,  by  diftinguiifinig  the 
points  in  which  they  agreed  from 
thofe  in  which  they  dilagreed  from 
-the  prefent  circumftances,  to  justify 
the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by 
his  right  honourable  friend. 

Having  gone  over  this  prelimi¬ 
nary  matter,  and  further  premifed. 
that  the  more  flrongly  we  recognize 
the  right  of  inheritance  to  the  crown 
in  the  event  of  a  d*mife,  the  more 
effcntial  it  becomes  to  guard,  with 
the  utmoft  jealoufy,  againll  the  ad- 
niilfion  of  any  principle  which  leads 
to  ;he  affertion  of  fuch  a  right  when 
there  is  no  demife,  and  againil  the 
adoption  of  any  meafure  which  might 
afford  the  means  of  fuperfedingthe 
king’s  authority  during  his  life,  un¬ 
der  the  name  and  influence  of  that 
perfon,  on  whom  his  crown  would, 
in  the  courfe  of  nature  legally  de¬ 
volve.  He  next  laid  down  the  prin¬ 
ciple  upon  which  he  conceived  the 
propriety  of  limiting  the  powers  of 
the  regent  was  grounded  ;  this  was, 
that  at  the  fame  time  that  a  form 
of  government  ilioulcl  be  tflabliili- 
ed,  capable  of  conducting  the  pub¬ 
lic  bufmefs  with  energy  and  effebt, 
complete  and  ample  fecurity  fhould 
be  provided  for  enabling  his  ma- 
jefty.  to  re-aifume  the  exercife  of  his 
authority  fully,  freely,  and  without 
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embarraffment.  On  this  ground^ 
our  anceifors  abted  in  the  cafe  of 
every  regency  which  has  hitnerto 
exifted  in  this  country,  as  far  as  we 
can  trace  them  with  any  degree  ot 
accuracy,  either  in  the  records  ot 
parliament,  or  in  the  annals  of  our 
hiflory.  For,  if  we  except  the  two 
inftances.  of  Richard  the  third,  and 
of  the  protestor  Somerfet  (which 
are  both  fuch  evident  ufurpations 
that  no  ft  re  fs  can  be  laid  upon  them, 
it  will  be  found,  that  during  the 
courfe  of  many  centuries,  no  fubjebt 
in  thcfe  realms,  however  nearly 
allied  to  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
has  been  permitted  in  any  cafe,  ot 
infancy  or  difability,  to  exerciie 
the  whole  prerogative  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  crown.  The  mode  ot 
reflribtion  has,  indeed,  for  the  molt; 
part  been  different  from  that  which 
is  now  propofed,  butthe  principle  has 
been  the  fame.  The  whole  powers  of 
the  crown  have,  for  the  molt  part, 
been  called  into  abtion,  but  they  have 
not  been  given  to  any  one  fubjebt  : 
they  have  been  divided  among  a  va¬ 
riety  of  perfons,  differing  in  rank, 
fituation,  and  defeription,  and  whole 
jarring  interefls  have  been  thought 
to  afford  the  bed:  fecurity,  that  they 
would  not  concur  in  meafurts  pre¬ 
judicial  to  tlie  authority  of  the  fo- 
vereign.  Conformable  to  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  are  the  regency  abls  of 
George  the  fecond  and  George  the 
third,  in  which  a  permanent  coun¬ 
cil  is  eftablifhed.  That  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  cafe,  the  eftabliihment  of  fuch 
a  form  as  is  there  provided,  would 
have  been  productive  of  infinite  mil- 
chief,  without  being  compenfated  by 
an 7  one  real  advantage,  appears 
to  be  the  general  opinion  of  men. 
both  within  and  without  thofe  doors. 
All  are  agreed,  that  the  government 
of  thcfe  kingdoms  fhould,  during 
this  unhappy  interval,  be  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  adminiftration  of  one 
f  H]  3.  perfon. 
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perfon,  and  that  it  is  extremely 
definable  that  this  perfon  fhould  be 
his  roval  highnefs  the  prince  of 
W  ales.  But  if  by  general  confent 
we  depart  in  this  refpedt  from  the 
practice  of  our  anceitors,  it  furely 
cannot  be  reafonable  to  argue,  that 
we  are,  therefore,  bound  to  adhere 
to  it  in  another  point  fo  intimately 
conne&e.d  with  the  former.  It  can¬ 
not  be  a  juft  conclusion  to  fay,  that 
becaufe  they  committed  the  whole 
authority  of  a  king  into  the  hands 
of  a  regent,  controlled  and  fettered 
by  a  fixed  and  permanent  council, 
it  is  proper  for  us  to  delegate  the 
fame  power  to  a  fingle  perfon,  un- 
reftrained  by  any  fimilar  check.  It 
feems,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
more  widely  we  depart  from  one 
line  of  limitation  and  reftraint,  the 
more  we  are  bound  to  look  to  fome 
other  mode  of  carrying  the  fame 
purpofe  into  effedt. 

He  nei3t  obferved,.  that  it  is  by 
no  means  a  juft  conclufion,  either 
from  the  theory  or  practice  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  or  from  any  ge¬ 
neral  principles  of  government,  that 
the  fame  powers  which  may  be 
cntrufted  with  propriety  to  the 
permanent  authority  of  a  king, 
are  equally  ft  to  be  committed 
to  thofe  hands  which  are  to  exer- 
cife  the  temporary  and  delegated 
functions  of  a  regent.  The  pro« 
vifions  which  refpedt  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown  in  this  country, 
are  adapted  to  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  an  eftablifhecl  government,  and 
are  calculated  for  a  long  continu¬ 
ance.  Becaufe  if  parliament  were 
in  the  conftant  habit  of  regulating 
and  directing  the  exercife  of  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  thofe 
prerogatives  would  in  fadt  become 
the  prerogatives,  not  of  the  crown, 
but  of  parliament  ilfelf.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  juft  and  prudent  that  in  ap¬ 


portioning  thefe,  a  due  confide  ra¬ 
tion  Ibouid  be  had,  not  of  the  ne- 
ceffities  which  exift  at  any  one  pre- 
ciie  moment,  but  of  thofe  which 
may  be  likely  to  arife  within  a  con- 
fiderable  compafs  of  time.  But 
in  the  eftablifhment  of  a  regency 
the  cafe  is  directly  the  reverie  We 
are  to  look  not  to  the  general  exi- 
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genoies  of  government,  but  to  thofe 
occafons  which  may  probably  exift 
during  the  period  for  which  the 
fyftem  fo  provided  is  intended  to 
continue.  And  as,  for  this  reafon, 
there  may  frequently  be  much  lefs 
ground  to  juftify  the  grant  of  par¬ 
ticular  powers  ;  fo,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  will  almoft  always  m 
fuch  a  cafe  be  infinitely  more  temp¬ 
tation  to  abufe  them,  The  perma¬ 
nent  intereft  of  a  fovereign  will 
frequently  operate  as  a  reftraint  on 
him,  in  thofe  very  points  where 
the  poffeftor  of  a  temporary  au¬ 
thority,  however  near  to  the  crown 
in  prolpedt  or  expectation,  will  feel 
himfelf  moil  defirous,  and  will  molt 
ftrongly  be  urged  by  others,  to  ex¬ 
ceed  the  limits  of  a  juft  and  found 
difrretion. 

The  propriety  of  the  particular 
reftraining  refolutions  came  next 
under  his  confideratior.  With  re- 
fpedt  to  the  refolution  which  reftrains 
the  power  of  creating  peers,  it  met 
with  his  entire  approbation,  and  that 
on  two  feparate  grounds.  Firft,  be¬ 
caufe  he  v/as  clear,  that  during  the 
iliort  period  for  which  they  were 
providing,  no  inconvenience  what¬ 
ever  cquld  refult  from  it :  that  there 
was,  for  this  reafon,  no  neceffity  for 
delegating  this  power  to  any  other 
hands  ;  and  that,  therefore  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  principle  on  which  he 
had  before  enlarged,  they  had  no 
right  to  confer  it  on  the  regent. — 
But,  he  added,  there  is,  in  the  fe- 
cond  place,  a  more  important  con- 
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federation  which  applies  to  this  fub- 
je£t.  Of  all  the  powers  of  the 
crown  this  is  the  moil:  liable  to  be 
abufed  under  a  delegated  and  tem¬ 
porary  government  ;  and  it  is  alio 
that  from  the  abufe  of  which  the 
mod  injurious  conlequences  would 
arife  to  the  permanent  intereft  of 
the  fovereign.  The  power  to  create, 
at  difcretici\  a  lading  influence  on 
the  deliberations  ot  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  is  a  pre¬ 
rogative  of  fo  high  a  nature,  that 
nothing  but  a  drong  necellity  would 
juftify  that  principle  of  the  conffitu- 
non,  which  has  placed  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  fovereign  himfelf.  As 
exercifed  by  him,  it  is  however, 
fubjeCt  to  this  redraint,  that  the  mif- 
c.hiefs  attendant  on  its  abu > e  ope-* 
rate  againd  the  peace  and  fecurity 
of  that  government,  of  which  the 
king  is  not  only  in  actual  poifeffion, 
but  which  he  is  to  retain  for  the 
whole  period  of  his  life,  and  which 
he  can  have  no  intered  to  weaken  or 
embarrafs.  The  cafe  ot  a  regent  is 
widely  different.  If  we  fuppole  him 
unhappily  to  be  miffed  by  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  men  dedrous  of  availing  them- 
felves  of  a  iliOrt  interval  of  autho¬ 
rity,  in  order  to  edablifh  tor  them- 
felves  an  influence  in  the  date,  pa¬ 
ramount  to  that  of  their  fovereign, 
what  other  mode  could  be  to  natu¬ 
rally  reforted  to  for  this  purpofe,  as 
the  abufe  of  this  particular  branch 
of  the  prerogative  ?  It  ihould  be 
further  conddered,  that,  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  exactly  in  proportion  as 
the  probability  of  the  king’s  reco¬ 
very  increafed,  the  force  ot  this  re¬ 
draint  would  gradually  be  weaken¬ 
ed,  and  the  temptation  to  the  abufe 
would  grow  more  powerful.  I  he 
perfons  who  advifed  the  regent 
would  then  feel  it  lefs  likely  that  the 
confluences  of  any  inif.onduct  ot 


theirs  in  this  refpect  would  be  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  government  in  their 
own  hands,  and  they  might  perhaps 
imagine  that  they  had  an  intered  in 
the  milchiefs  which  it  would  entail 
on  the  fubfequent  adminiftration  cf 
the  fovereign.  The  consideration, 
therefore,  ot  the  fhortnefs  oi  the 
interval  iur  which  we  now  provide, 
ferves  at  once  to  drew,  that  no  ne- 
cedity  can  exid  tor  giving  this  pow- 
er  ;  and  to  afford  a  great  additional 
weight  to  the  apprehenflon  of  danger 
refulting  from  it.  In  the  prelent 
moment,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt 
that  the  granting  it  would  exceed  the 
limits  of  our  authority;  and  that  even 
if  that  were  not  the  cafe,  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  parliament  to  with¬ 
hold  I:  on  grounds  of  expediency. 

The  other  four  refolutions  were 
fhortly  touched  upon  by  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  and  defended  upon  the  grounds 
already  occupied  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

At  length  the  committee  divided  ; 
when  there  appeared,  for  the  amend¬ 
ment,  154  ;  againfl:  it  227. 

The  refolution  relative  to  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  peers  was  then  put  to  the 
queftion,  and  Carried  by  2 1 6  to  1  59  ; 
as  were  the  two  following,  witnout 
a  divifion  ;  and  the  fifth  was  poff- 
poned  to  the  Monday  following. 

On  the  19th  Mr.  Pitt  T 

moved  his  fifth  refolution  J‘1<* 
committing  the  care  oi  his  majefty’s 
perfon  to  the  queen,  and  granting 
to  her  the  power  of  removing  from,, 
and  appointing,  all  the  offices  of  the 
houiliould.  Two  objections,  lie  ob- 
ferved  had  been  made  to  this  part 
of  his  plan.  Firft,  that  a  cor.fider- 
able  part  of  the  houihold  eftablilli- 
ment  was  become  unneceffary  :  to 
this  he  had  replied  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion.  rhe  iecond  was,  that  the 
political  influence  which  would  ne- 
cdfariW  accrue  from  fo  confiderable 
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perfon,  and  that  it  is  extremely 
defirable  that  this  perfon  fhould.  be 
his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
W  ales.  But  if  by  general  confent 
we  depart  in  this  refpeCt  from  the 
pra&ice  of  our  anceftors,  it  furely 
cannot  be  reafonable  to  argue,  that 
we  are,  therefore,  bound  to  adhere 
to  it  in  another  point  fo  intimately 
connected  with  the  former.  It  can¬ 
not  be  a  juft  conclufton  to  fay,  that 
becaufe  they  committed  the  whole 
authority  of  a  king  into  the  hands 
of  a  regent,  controlled  and  fettered 
by  a  fixed  and  permanent  council, 
it  is  proper  for  us  to  delegate  the 
fame  power  to  a  fingle  perfon,  un- 
reftrained  by  any  fimilar  check.  It 
feems,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
more  widely  we  depart  from  one 
line  of  limitation  and  reft  rain  t,  the 
more  we  are  bound  to  look  to  fome 
other  mode  of  carrying  the  fame 
purpofe  into  effect. 

He  nej£  obferved,  that  it  is  bv 
no  means  a  juft  conclufton,  either 
from  the  theory  or  practice  of  the 
Britlfh  conftitution,  or  from  any  ge¬ 
neral  principles  of  government,  that 
the  fame  powers  which  may  be 
entrufted  with  propriety  to  the 
permanent  authority  of  a  king, 
are  equally  fit  to  be  committed 
to  thofe  hands  which  are  to  exer- 
cife  the  temporary  and  delegated 
functions  of  a  regent.  The  pro* 
vifions  which  refpeCt  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown  in  this  country, 
are  adapted  to  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  an  eftablifhed  government,  and 
are  calculated  for  a  long  continu¬ 
ance.  Becaule  if  parliament  were 
in  the  conftant  habit  of  regulating 
and  directing  the  exercife  of  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  thofe 
prerogatives  would  in  fa£t  become 
the  prerogatives,  not  of  the  crown, 
but  of  parliament  itfelf.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  juft  and  prudent  that  in  ap¬ 


portioning  thefe,  a  due  confide  ra¬ 
tion  fhould  be  had,  not  of  the  neL- 
cefiities  which  exift  at,  any  one  pre- 
cife  moment,  but  of  thofe  which 
may  be  likely  to  arife  within  a  con- 
fiderable  compafs  of  time.  But 
in  the  eftabliihment  of  a  regency 
the  cafe  is  directly  the  reverfe  We 
are  to  look  not  to  the  general  exi¬ 
gencies  of  government,  but  to  thofe 
occafions  which  may  probably  exift 
during  the  period  for  which  the 
fyftem  fo  provided  is  intended  to 
continue,  And  as,  for  this  rcafon, 
there  may  frequently  be  much  lefts 
ground  to  juftify  the  grant  of  par¬ 
ticular  powers  ;  fo,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  will  almoft  always  ia 
fuch  a  cafe  be  infinitely  more  temp¬ 
tation  to  abufe  them.  The  perma¬ 
nent  intereft  of  a  fovereign  will 
frequently  operate  as  a  reftraint  on 
him,  in  thofe  very  points  where 
the  poffeffor  of  a  temporary  au¬ 
thority,  however  near  to  the  crown 
in  profpeCt  or  expectation,  will  feel 
himfelf  moildeftrous,  and  will  moil 
ftrongly  be  urged  by  others,  to  ex¬ 
ceed  the  limits  of  a  juft  and  found 
diferetion. 

The  propriety  of  the  particular 
reftraining  refolutions  came  next 
under  his  confideratior.  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  th e  refolution  which  reftrains 
the  power  of  creating  peers,  it  met 
with  his  entire  approbation,  and  that 
on  two  feparate  grounds,  Firft,  be¬ 
caufe  he  was  clear,  that  during  the 
fliort  period  for  which  they  were 
providing,  no  inconvenience  what¬ 
ever  could  refult  from  it :  that  there 
was,  for  this  reafon,  no  neceffity  for 
delegating  this  power  to  any  other 
hands  ;  and  that,  therefore  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  principle  on  which  he 
had  before  enlarged,  they  had  no 
right  to  confer  it  on  the  regent.— 
But,  he  added,  there  is,  in  the  fe¬ 
cund  place,  a  more  important  con- 
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federation  which  applies  to  this  fub- 
je&.  Of  all  the  powers  of  the 
crown  this  is  the  mod  liable  to  be 
abufed  under  a  delegated  and  tem¬ 
porary  government  ;  and  it  is  alio 
that  from  the  abufe  of  which  the 
mod:  injurious  confequences  would 
arife  to  the  permanent  intereft  of 
the  fovereign.  The  power  to  create, 
at  difcretici\  a  lading  influence  on 
the  deliberations  ol  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  is  a  pre¬ 
rogative  of  fo  high  a  nature,  that 
nothing  but  a  drong  necellity  would 
juftify  .that  principle  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  which  has  placed  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  fovereign  himfelf.  As 
exercifed  by  him,  it  is  however, 
fubjeCt  to  thisredraint,  that  the  mif- 
chiefs  attendant  on  its  abufe  opex 
rate  againd  the  peace  and  fecurity 
of  that  government,  of  which  the 
king  is  not  only  in  actual  poffeffion, 
but  which  he  is  to  retain  for  the 
whole  period  of  his  life,  and  which 
he  can  have  no  intered  to  weaken  or 
embarrafs.  The  cafe  of  a  regent  is 
widely  different.  If  we  luppofe  him 
unhappily  to  be  milled  by  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  men  defirous  of  availing  them- 
felves  of  a  Short  interval  of  autho¬ 
rity,  in  order  to  eftabliSh  for  them- 
felves  an  influence  in  the  ltate,  pa¬ 
ramount  to  that  of  their  fovereign, 
what  other  mode  could  be  lo  natu¬ 
rally  refurted  to  for  this  purpofe,  as 
the  abufe  of  this  particular  branch 
of  the  prerogative  ?  It  Should  be 
further  conddered,  that,  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  exactly  in  proportion  as 
the  probability  of  the  king’s  reco¬ 
very  increafed,  the  force  ol  this  re- 
draint  would  gradually  be  weaken¬ 
ed,  and  the  temptation  to  the  abufe 
would  grow  more  powerful.  i  he 
perfons  who  advifed  the  regent 
would  then  feel  it  lefs  likely  that  the 
conf*  quinces  of  any  mif.onduCt  ol 


theirs  in  this  refpect  would  be  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  government  in  their 
own  hands,  and  they  might  perhaps 
imagine  that  they  had  an  intered  in 
the  mifehiefs  which  it  would  entail 
on  the  fubfequent  adminift  ration  of 
the  fovereign.  The  consideration, 
therefore,  of  the  diortnefs  ol  the 
interval  for  which  we  now  provide, 
ferves  at  once  to  diew,  that  no  ne- 
ceflity  can  exid  for  giving  this  pow¬ 
er  ;  and  to  afford  a  great  additional 
weight  to  the  apprehendon  of  danger 
refulting  from  it.  In  the  preient 
moment,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt 
that  the'granting  it  would  exceed  the 
limits  of  our  authority;  and  that  even 
if  that  were  not  the  cafe,  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  parliament  to  with¬ 
hold  it  on  grounds  of  expediency. 

The  other  four  refolutions  were 
Shortly  touched  upon  by  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  anddefended  uponthe  grounds 
already  occupied  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

At  length  the  committee  divided  ; 
when  there  appeared,  lor  the  amend¬ 
ment,  154  ;  againft  it  227. 

The  refolution  relative  to  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  peers  was  then  put  to  the 
qutftion,  and  carried  by  2 1 6  to  1  59  ; 
as  were  the  two  following,  without 
a  divifion  ;  and  the  fifth  was  poff- 
poned  to  the  Monday  following. 

On  the  tgth  Mr.  Pitt  T 
moyed  his  filth  reiolution  J  7 
committing  the  care  ol  his  majefty’s 
perfon  to  the  queen,  and  granting 
to  her  the  power  of  removing  from,, 
and  appointing,  all  the  offices  of  the 
houffiould.  Two  objections,  he  ob- 
ferved  had  been  made  to  this  part 
of  his  plan.  Firft,  that  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  houlhold  eftablilli- 
ment  was  become  unneceffary  :  to 
this  he  had  replied  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion.  The  lecond  was,  that  the 
political  influence  which  would  ne- 
ceffariW  accrue  from  fo  considerable 
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a  portion  of  patronage,  might  be 
perverted  to  faChous  pui  poTs .  T hat 
all  power  was  iubjeCt  to  abufe  was 
a  prooofitior  that  could  not  be  con¬ 
troverted.  But  was  it  in  any  degree 
probable,  was  it  even  decent  to  iup- 
pofe  that  the  refpe&able  perfonage 
in  queftion  would  become  the  instru¬ 
ment  of  any  factious  opposition,  even 
if  an  oppofition  fhoujd  be  formed, 
to  the  government  of  her  fon  ?  He 
afked,  whether  this  objection  had 
been  urged  againft  the  eftablifn- 
ments  provided  for  other  branches 
of  the  royal  family,  the  influence  ot 
which  were  certainly  as  likely  to  be 
exercifed  againft  the  executive  au¬ 
thority  ?  Mr.  Pitt  was  fupported  on 
the  fame  ground  by  Mr.  Dundas, 
and  the  folicitor  general. 

On  the  other  fide,  lord  Maitland 
and  Mr.  Grey  objected  to  the  limi¬ 
tation  in  general,  not  only  as  tend¬ 
ing  to  diftraCt  and  embarrafs  the 
new  government,  but  as  nugatory 
and  ineffectual  for  the  purpofe  which 
they  were  meant  to  fecure.  This 
purpofe  was  avowed  to  be  the  full, 
free,  and  unimpaired  refumption  of 
the  government  by  his  majefty  upon 
his  recovery.  But  how  far  were 
they  calculated  to  fecure  that  ob¬ 
ject  ?  Were  his  royal  highnefs  to 
forget  the  duties  of  a  foil  and  of  a 
fubjeCt,  his  love  of  juftice,  and  his 
reverence  for  the  conftitution,  or  to 
facrifice  them  all  to  gratify  his  am¬ 
bition  ; — -in Veiled  with  the  patron¬ 
age  of  the  army,  the  navy,  and  all  the 
great  offices  of  the  kingdom',  what 
could  oppofe  him  ?  Surely,  not  the 
lords  with  white  (laves,  or  the  feeble 
bands  of  the  houfhold.  Confldered 
in  this  point  of  view,  the  limitations 
were  finally  inadequate  to  their  pur¬ 
pofe.  They  would  obflruCl  the  re¬ 
gent  in  the  juft  and  ufeful  exercife 
of  his  power;  they  would  limit  him 
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in  the  choice  of  his  political  fer^ 
vants  ;  but,  in  the  abufe  of  it,  fliould 
he  or  his  minifters  be  difpofed  to 
abufe  it,  they  would  oppofe  no 
lufficient  obftacle  to  his  de- 
flgns. 

With  regard  to  granting  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  the  houfhold  to  the  queen, 
they  obferved,  that  it  would  be  de- 
ftruCtive  of  that  political  difinte- 
reft,  which  made  her  the  fitted;  per- 
fon  to  have  the  care  of  -  his  ma- 
jefty.  Arguing  upon  general  prin¬ 
ciples,  the  poffefiion  of  the  power 
given  her  by  the  refolutiori',  and  the 
intereftarifing  therefrom  in  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  king’s  illnefs,  tended 
ftrongly  to  difqualify  her  for  fuch 
truft.  Among  all  the  virtues  which 
adorned  that  character,  was  there 
any  which  exceeded  her  modera¬ 
tion  ?  Was  there  any  part  of  her 
public  or  her  private  conduCt  which 
recommended  her  fo  much  to  the 
efteem,  the  affeCtion,  and  the  reve¬ 
rence  of  a  loyal  people,  as  that  pru¬ 
dent  caution  with  which  fhe  had, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  her  life, 
abftainedfrom  all  interference  in  the 
affairs  of  government  ;  and  was  it 
wife,  was  it  proper,  was  it  confident 
with  a  true  regard  for  her  intereft  in 
the  public  affeCtion,  to  place  her  in 
a  fttuation  new  to  herfelf,  unknown 
to  the  conftitution,  and  which  might 
eventually  draw  her  afide  from  that 
line  of  difcreet  and  amiable  mode¬ 
ration,  which  die  had  hitherto  fol¬ 
lowed  with  fo  much  circumfpeCtion 
and  fo  much  praife  ?  The  amount 
of  the  patronage  intended  to  be 
given  her,  was  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  civil  lift.  She  might  have  bad 
advifers  as  well  as  the  prince  ;  and, 
by  the  mention  of  a  council  of  ad¬ 
vice,  it  appeared  that  file  was  to  have 
advifers,  and  it  was  tolerably  evi¬ 
dent  who  thofe  adyifers  were  to  be. 
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Nay,  the  prefent  refolution  did  not  arm  of  government,  to  cripple  it  in 
even  ffecure  its  profefled  objedt,  the  all  its  great  and  eflential  parts;  to. 


continuance  of  his  ufual  attendants 
about  the  king’s  perfon,  as  it  gave 
her  majefty  the  power  no.t  only  to 
continue  but  to  remove. 

Mr.  Fox  followed  on  the  fame 
fide.  He  expofed,  with  great  abi¬ 
lity,  the  futility,  of  the  doctrine  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  law- officers,  “  That 
the  kings  political  charadter  was, 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  infeparable 
from  his  perfonal-— that  it  remain¬ 
ed  entire  and  perfedt — and  would 
continue  fo  to  do  until  his  natural 
demife.”  This  doctrine,  which 
had  been  frequently  urged,  he  had 
wiflied  in  vain  to  hear  explained ; 
for,  how  that  perfon,  whofe  poli¬ 
tical  faculties  were  confefledly  fuf- 
pended  by  a  fevere  vifttatic.n  of 
Providence,  could  {till  exift  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  his  political  cha¬ 
racter,  was  beyond  his  underftand- 
ing  to  comprehend.  The  dodtrine 
partook  of,  and  feemed  indeed  to  be 
founded  on,  thofe  blind  and  fuperfti- 
tious  notions,  by  which,  as  they  all 
knew  from  hiftory,  human  inftitu- 
tions  had  been  as  it  were  deified, 
and  which  were  inculcated  for  the 
purpofe  of  imprefling  a  ftrong  and 
implicit  reverence  of  authority  in 
the  minds  of  the  multitude.-  If 
fuch  was  the  view  in  which  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
wiiTied  to  confider  this  myfteri- 
ous  charadter  of  complete  political 
exigence,  without  political  capacity, 
he  could  only  obferve  on  his  doc¬ 
trine,  that  he  took  up  the  fuperfti- 
tions  of  antiquity,  and  rejected  the 
morality;  for,  while  he  thus  enve¬ 
loped  the  facred  perfon  of  majefty 
with  a  political,  veil,  which,  by, an¬ 
cient  fuperftition,  was  calculated  to 
infpire  awe,  and  fecure  obedience  ; 
he  was  labouring  to  enfeeble  the 


expqfe  it  to  hoftile  attack  and  to 
contumely  ;  to  take  from  it  the  dig¬ 
nity  which  appertained  to  itfelf,  and 
the  ufe  for  which  it  was  deftgned 
towards  the  people.  A  learned  gen¬ 
tleman  had  faid,  that  his  allegiance 
would  continue  during  the  lite  of  the 
king,  whatever  might  he  the  con¬ 
dition  of  his  mind.  This,  in  fome 
refpedts,  was  true  :  but  if  it  was  ad¬ 
mitted  as  an  argument  for  the  limi¬ 
tations  contended  for,  and  this  alle¬ 
giance  was  made  to  depend  not 
on  the  political  capacity,  but  on 
the  bat;e  perfonal  exiftence  of  the 
king,  then  all  which  they  had  heard, 
that  thefe  limitations  were  but  tem¬ 
porary,  and  that  the  time  would 
come  when  they  muft  be  revifed, 
and  the  full  power  b.e  given  to  the 
regent,  was  falfe  and  abfurd.  For, 
whether  the  king’s  malady  endured 
one  year,  or  thirty  years,  it  was  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  in  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  this  doctrine  ;  and  the  legis¬ 
lature  could  not  veft  the  full  powers 
of  the  crown  in  any  other  hands, 
while  the  perfon  of  the  k.mg  re¬ 
mained,. 

With  refpetd  to  the  creation  of 
peers,  he  oblerved,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  conferred 
that  rank  upon  no  lefs  than  forty- 
two  perfons  during  the  five  years 
that  he  had  been  in  office  ;  and  he 
had  not  the  pretext  of  faying  that 
any  cabal  was  formed  to  thwart  his 
meafures  in  the  houfe  of  fords,  which 
made  fuch  a  promotion  neceflary  : 
and  if  fuch  were  the  means  which 
he  had  bcenobligedto  refort  to,  fur- 
rounded  with  all  the  power  and  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,  what  muft  be 
the  condition  of  thofe  who  fiiould 
have  to  contend,  in  the  crippled  ftate 
to  which  they  would  be  reduced, 

with 
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with  an  oppofition  armed  with  fo 
large  a  portion  of  the  ufual  patron¬ 
age  of  government  ? 

He  expreffied,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  his  indignation  and  abhor¬ 
rence  of  the  project  of  putting  into  a 
date  of  competition  perfons  fo  nearly 
connected  by  blood,  by  duty,  and  by 
afFe&ion,  and  thereby  exciting  that 
mutual  jealoufy  which,  in  fome  de- 
gree,  is  inseparable  from  the  human 
mind.  How  much,  he  faid,  had  they 
to  anfwer  fo.r,  who,  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  this  weaknefs  of  hu-  - 
man  nature,  wickedly  and  wantonly 
plirfued  a  meafure  which  might  in¬ 
volve  the  empire  in  endleis  di {frac¬ 
tions  !  1 

Before  he  fat  down,  he  begged  to 
afk  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  to  him,— what  period  of 
time  he  propofed  ro  confine  thofe  li¬ 
mitations  to  ?  - — what  revenue  he 
meant  to  affign  to  his  royal  highnefs 
during  his  regency  r  —  and,  who 
were  the  perfons  the  council  of  ad¬ 
vice  would  confifi:  of  r — Upon  the 
Second  point,  he  begged  leave  to  ex¬ 
plain  what  he  had  good  reafon  to 
believe  were  the  Sentiments  of  his 
royal  highnefs,  whofe  feeling  for  the 
diftreffes  of  his  country,  and  whofe 
decided  objection  to  encreafe  its  al¬ 
ready  too  grievous  burdens,  would 
make  him  revolt  at  the  idea  of  im¬ 
puting  any  new  taxes  for  the  purpoie 
of  railing  a  revenue  to  Supply  the 
charges  of  his  government. 

ToVhefe  queftions  Mr.  Pitt  an- 
fwered  that  whenever  the  phyfi- 
cians  fhould  pronounce  that  his  ma- 
jefty’s  recovery  was  lefs  probable 
than  it  had  been,  he  fhould  think  it 
neceifary  to  remove  moft  ot  the  re- 
ftribtions,  and  to  new-model  the 
ho  u  lb  old.  The  council  for  the  queen 
would  confift  of  the  great  officers  of 
the  houfhold,  with  the  addition  of 
Some  prelates.  As  to  the  revenue 
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to  be  provided  for  the  Support  of  the 
regent’s  dignity,  he  fhould  not  be 
deterred  by  the  unpopularity  of  fuch 
a  meafure  from  proposing,  as  his 
laft  aft,  whatever  additional  bur¬ 
dens  it  might  require  to  be  laid 
upon  the  people. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  debate 
Mr.  Bpuverie  had  remarked,  that 
the  resolution  confided  ©f  three  did 
tinft  propofitions  $  the  care  of  his 
majesty’s  perfon  ;  the  power  to  re* 
move  or  continue  the  houfhold  of¬ 
ficers  ;  and  the  appointment  of  a 
council  :  it  was  therefore  propofed 
that  they  fhould  be  put  Separately. 
But  Mr.  Pitt  not  confenting  to  this 
propofal,  Mr.  Bouverie  moved,  that 
the  Second  claufe  of  the  refolution 
fhould  be  left  out.  The  committee 
divided  on  this  motion  j  when  there 
appeared,  Ayes  165  ;  Noes  229- 

Lord  North  then  moved,  that  the 
words  4<  for  a  limited  time,  be 
added  ;  upon  which  the  committee 
again  divided  :  Ayes  *64  3  Noes 
220. 

The  houfe  was  then  refumed ;  the 
Several  resolutions  reported,  and  a- 
greed  to  ;  and  ordered  to  be  delb 
vered,  at  a  conference,  to  the 
lords. 

On  the  2  2d  of  January  t  22 
the  lords,  having  refolv- 
ed  themfelves  into  a  committee  on 
the  ilate  of  the  nation,.,  proceeded  to 
take  the  refolutions  into  their  con¬ 
sideration.  As  the  debate  turned, 
for  the  mod  part,  upon  the  fame 
topics  that  had  been  fo  fully  dif- 
cuffed  in  the  lower  houfe,  we  fliall 
forbear  entering  in  the  detail,  and 
content  ourfelves  with  a  recital  of 
fuch  parts  of  it  as  paffefied  any  de¬ 
gree  of  novelty. 

The  bifiiop  of  Llandaff  (Dr.  Wat- 
fon)  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  as 
foon  as  ever  the  tv^Q  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament 
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iiament  had  afcertained  the  Angle 
fabt  of  the  king’s  incapacity,  they 
ought  to  have  iinpowered  the  prince 
of  Wales,  by  a  commiiTionoinder  the 
great  feal,  or  otherwife,  to  take  up¬ 
on  him,  not  the  whole  regal  power, 
but  the  whole  Icgijlatme  authority  of 
the  king.  The  legislature  being, 
by  this  one  aft  of  neceflity,  com¬ 
pleted,  the  next  ftep  Iliould  have 
been  for  the  parliament  to  have  ap¬ 
pointed  a  regent  whom  they  thought 
fit,  and  with  or  without  limitations 
as  they  thought  fit.  A  regency  be¬ 
ing  fettled,  not  by  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament,  but  by  the  whole  legif- 
laiure,  the  next  ftep  Iliould  have 
been,  to  make  the  bell  poflible  pro- 
yifion  for  the  guardianlhip  of  the 
king’s  perfon,  for  the  fecurky  of  his 
private  property,  and  for  his  re-af- 
lumption  of  all  his  public  rights  of 
fovereignty,  as  foon  as  ever  it  iliould 
pleafe  God  to  put  him  in  a  capacity 
to  enjoy  them. 

He  next  proceeded  to  ftate  the 
reafons  which  led  him  to  difapprove 
both  of  the  mode  in  which  the  pro- 
pofed  limitations  were  to  be  eftab- 
lulled,  and  the  limitations  them- 
felves.  It  had  been  argued,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  monarchical  power 
of  a  king  of  Great  Britain  was  a  fidu¬ 
ciary  power,  and  that  it  followed  as  a 
legitimate  confequence,  that  when¬ 
ever  the  individual  to  whom  the 
community  has  committed  this  truft 
ftiall  become  incapable  of  executing 
it,  the  truft  itfelf  ought  to  revert  to 
the  community  at  large,  to  be  by 
them  delegated,  pro  tempore,  to  fome 
other  perfon,  to  be  exercifcd  by  that 
other  perfon,  for  the  fame  common 
end,  the  promotion  of  the  common 
welfare  :  that  therefore,  during  the 
prelent  incapacity  of  the  king,  the 
truft  docs  in  fa£t  revert  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  the  community  may 


delegate,  till  the  king’s  recovery,  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  that  truft  to 
whomfoever  they  think  fit.  Upon 
this  general  ground  of  reafoning,  he 
prefumed,  the  propofition  had  been 
founded,  which  maintains,  that  the 
prince  of  Wales  has  no  more  right 
to  the  regency,  previous  to  the  de¬ 
foliation  of  the  two  houles  of  par¬ 
liament,  than  any  other  perfon.  But 
I  conceive,  he  faid,  this  realoning  is 
not  true  ;  it  would  have  been  true, 
had  the  lav/  been  abfolutely  filent  as 
to  what  was  to  become  of  the  truft, 
when  he  to  whom  it  was  given  be¬ 
came  incapable  of  exercifing  it  ;  but 
the  law  is  not  filent.  In  one  cafe,  in 
which  the  king  becomes  incapable 
of  executing  the  truft  committed  to 
him,  the  law  has  clearly  and  poll— 
tively  faid— “  The  truft  fhall  not 
“  revert  to  the  community  at  large, 
“  the  community  perfectly  know 
“  the  mifehief  of  fuch  a  reverfion, 
“  they  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
“  it  ;  it  fliall  go,  according  to  the 
“  eftabliilied  order  of  fucceflion,  en¬ 
tire  to  the  heir.”  This  is  the  ex  - 
prefs  declaration  of  law,  v/hen  the 
king  becomes  by  death  incapable  of 
exercifing  the  truft  committed  to 
him  ;  and  the  analogy  of  law  Ipeaks 
the  fame  language  in  the  prefent 
cafe  ;  it  fays,  “  No,  the  truft  fhall 
“  not  revert  to  the  community,  it 
“  iliall  go  pro  tempore ,  and  it  fliall  go 
“  whole  and  entire  to  the  next  in 
fucceflion  to  the  crown  ;  it  iliall  go 
“  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  who  is  of 
“  an  age  to  receive,  and  of  a  capa* 
“  city  to  execute,  the  truft  for  the 
“  public  good.”  I  fay  not  that  the 
prince  of  Wales  has  a  legal  right  to 
the  truft,  but  I  do  moft  firmly  con¬ 
tend  that  he  has  fuch  a  title  to  i{  'as 
cannot  be  fet  afide,  without  violating 
the  ftrongeft  and  moft  irrefragable 
analogy  of  law. 

We 
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We  have  heard  much,  he  faid,  on 
this  occafion  of  the  word  right ;  but 
no  one  has  condefcended  to  define 
it.  Now  if,  with  Grotius,  we  de¬ 
fine  right,  as  applied  to  things,  to 
be  a  moral  power  of  poffeiilng  a 
thing  in  conformity  to  law,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  the  prince  of  Wales  can  have 
no  right  to  the  regency  ;  for  the  caie 
has  never  occurred  in  our  biliary,  of 
a  king  being  incapable  of  govern¬ 
ing,  when  an  heir  apparent  was  of 
full  age  to  govern,  therefore  there 
is  no  unwritten  law  ;  and  every  body 
knows  that  there  is  no,  itatu.ee  law 
refpedling  the  point ;  therefore  there 
can  be  no  conformity  to  law.  But 
if  we  define  right ,  to  be  a  moral 
power  of  pofTdting  a  thing,  confid¬ 
ently  with  law  ;  and  if  we  admit 
that  what  is  not  forbidden  by  law,  is 
confident  with  law,  where  is  the  law, 
written  or  unwritten,  which  forbids 
the  prince  of  Wales  from  exercrfi.rg 
the  executive  government  of  the 
country,  during  the  incapacity  of  his 
father  ?.  It  might,  I  think,  be  fhewn, 
that  the  law  forbids  every  other 
perfon  in  the  kingdom  from  doing 
this,  but  i  doubt  whether  it  could 
be  fhewn  that  it  forbids  the  prince 
of  Wales,. 

His  next  argument  was  founded 
upon  the  legal  didindtion  between 
the  natural  and  politic  body,  of  the 
king,  the  union  of  which  two, bodies, 
an  old  expofitpr  of  the  common  law 
confiders  as  cbndituting  a  king  ;  and 
he  defines  a  demife  of  the  crown  to 
be,  a  difunion  or  feparation  of  the 
body  politic  of  the  king  from  his, 
body  natural.  Admitting,  faid  he, 
this  definition  of  a  demife  to  be  a 
j.uft  one,  I  would  argue  thus— -when¬ 
ever  there  is  a  feparation  of  the 
body  politic  of  the  king  from  the 
body  natural  of  the  king,  there  is  , a 
demife  of  the  crown.  But,  during 
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the  prefent  indifpofition  of  the  king* 
there  is  a  feparation  of  the  body 
politic  of  the  king  from  the  body 
natural  of  the  king  ;  therefore,  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefent  indifpofition  of  the 
king,  there  is  a  demife  of  the  crown . 
Thus  alfo,  if  a  king  fhould  become 
incapable  of  exercifing  the  func¬ 
tions.  of  a  king,  by  being  driven, 
for  a  tine,  from  his  throne,  as  hap¬ 
pened  to  Edward  the  fourth  ;  or  if 
he  fhould  become  incapable,  by  vo¬ 
luntarily  abandoning  the  throne,  as. 
happened  in  the  cafe  of  lames  the 
fecond  ;  or  if  he  fhould  become  in¬ 
capable,  by  the  hand  of  God  ;  in  all 
thefe  cafes,  and  in  cales  fuch  as 
thefe,  there  would  be  a  civil  demife 
of  the  crown.  I  am  not  here  to  be 
told,  that  the  throne  is  not  vacant ; 
I  know  that  it  is  full,  and  that  the 
powers  of  him  who  fills  it  are  not 
extinguished,  but  fiifpended ;  there¬ 
fore  it  is,  that  the  demife  I  am  con¬ 
tending  for  is  not  natural  but  civil, 
not  abfolute  but  conditional,  not  per¬ 
petual  but  temporary.  It  is  a  max¬ 
im,  1  am  told,  in  law,  that  the-king* 
never  can  beccEne  incompetent  to 
the  exercife  of  the  kingly  office  ;  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  queflion  law 
maxims,  which  are  generally  found¬ 
ed  in  great  wifdc^u  ;  but  1  mud  be 
allowed  to  fav,\that  we  are  at  this 
moment  denying  in  fa£t  that  inte¬ 
grity  of  kingfhip  which  we  are  efta- 
blifhing  in  words  ;  for,  what  is  this, 
politic  capacity  of  the  king,  which 
always  remains  entire,  but  the  power 
of  executing  the  office  of  a  king  ? 
it  is  that  body  politic  of  the  king 
which  is  Immortal.  But,  in  appoint-' 
ing  a  regent,  we  certainly  difunite 
the  body  politic  of  the  king  from 
his  body  natural,  and  we  annex  it 
for  the  time  to  the  body  natural  of 
the  prince  of  Wales.  This  civil  de¬ 
mife  of  the  crown  differs  not,  I 
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think,  from  a  natural  demife,  in  the 
quantum  of  power  which  ought  to  be 
transferred  to  the  fucceifor  ;  but  it 
differs  from  it  in  the  mode  by  which 
that  power  is  acquired,  and  in  the 
tenure  by  which  it  is  holden. 

'  Afcer  examining  the  feveral  argu¬ 
ments  that  had  been  urged  in  favour 
of  the  reftri&ions  propofed,  he  con¬ 
cluded  with  adding,  that,  were  the 
public  grounds  for  thefe  limitations 
mure  obvious  and  more  extenfive 
than  any  perfon  will  aifert  them  to 
be,  flill  he  could  not  vote  either  for 
the  limitations  themfelves,  or  for  the 
mode  of  eftablifliing  them.  I  can¬ 
not,  he  faid,  concur  in  violating  the 
conftitution,  by  allowing  to  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  either  the  right 
of  legislating,  or  of  fufpending, 
though  but  for  an  hour,  any  portion 
of  the  royal  prerogative.  The  efta- 
bliilied  prerogative  of  the  crown  is 
a  part  of  the  common  law  of  the 
land,  and  I  think  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  have  no  more  right  to 
fufpcnd  the  law  than  the  king  has  ; 
the  conftitution  is  violated,  let  the 
fufpenfion  be  made  by  any  powrer 
iliort  of  that  which  made  the  law, 
the  complete  legiflature  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  If  the  two  houfes  can  fufpend 
indefinitely,  they  may  aboliJh  per¬ 
petually  :  "why  may  they  not  come 
to  a  refolution,  that  all  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown,  and  that  the  king 
himfelf,  are  as  ufelefs  to  the  public 
good,  as  this  fioufe  was  formerly  de¬ 
clared  to  be  by  the  other  ? 

T  he  lords  Stormont, Carl  >fie,  Der¬ 
by,  and  Porchefter,  oppofed  the  re- 
folutions  ;  the  laft,  amongft  other  ob¬ 
jections,  urged  this  fact — that  in  eon- 
fequence  of  the  delay  occafioned  by 
the  prefent  mode  of  proceeding, 
and  the  fufpenfion  it  produced  of 
the  royal  prerogatives,  two  conv idyS 
hi*.d  been  executed,  without  hawng 


had  an  opportunity  of  applying  to  the 
crown  for  pardon — a  right  fo  highly 
valued,  that  Judge  Blackftone  ob- 
ferves,  that  if  any  man  on  convic¬ 
tion  becomes  infane,  his  execution 
is  delayed,  left  he  ihould  have  it  in 
his  power  to  ftate  circumftances 
which  might  induce  the  king  to  ex-  * 
tend  his  mercy  to  him. 

Lord  Camden  having  remarked 
that  parliament  had,  in  more  in- 
ftances  than  one,  conferred  by  ail 
of  its  own  the  dignity  of  peer¬ 
age,  and  that  the  validity  of  fuch 
creation  Was  not  to  be  controverted  ; 
this  dodrine  was  warmly  animad¬ 
verted  upon  by  earl  Fitzwilliam, 
who  declared  his  intention  of  mak¬ 
ing  an  exprefs  motion  upon  the  fub- 
jed  ;  but  after  an  explanation  from 
the  prefident  of  the  council,  the  mat¬ 
ter  dropped; 

An  amendment  was  moved,  that 
the  words  “  for  a  time  to  be  limit¬ 
ed,”  fliould  be  added  to  the  fecond 
refolution  ;  upon  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  divided :  Contents  67  5  Non- 
contents  93. — The  debate  was  re¬ 
fumed  on  the  day  following,  when 
a  divifion  took  place  upon  the  fame 
amendment  moved  upon  the  third 
refolution  ;  Contents  68  ;  Non-con¬ 


tents  gi  — The  reft  of  the  refolu- 
tions  were  then  voted,  and  agreed 
to  on  the  report ;  and  protefts 
were  entered,  figned  by  57  lords. 

On  the  27th  Mr.  Pitt,  j  th> 
after  recapitulating  the J 
fteps  thgt  had  been  already  tak  .n, 
obferved,  that  before  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  any  farther,  he  thought  it 
would  be  both  moft  refpedlful  to  the 


prince  of  Wales,  and  moft  expe¬ 
dient  in  the  order  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  to  endeavour  to  know,  whe¬ 
ther  his  royal  highnefs  was  willing 
10  accept  the  regency  upon  the  terms 
of  the  refolution  which  they  had 

come 
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come  to.° — With  this  view  be  mov¬ 
ed,  That  a  committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  attend  his  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales  with  the  refolu- 
tions  which  have  been  agreed  to  by 
the  lords  and  commons  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fupplying  the  defect  of  the 
perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal  au¬ 
thority  during  his  majefty’s  illnefs, 
by  impowering  his  royal  highnefs 
to  exercife  fuch  authority,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  fubjed  to  the  limitations  and 
reftridions  which  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  appear  at  prefent  to  re¬ 
quire  ;  and  that  the  committee  do 
exprefs  the  hope  which  the  com¬ 
mons  entertain,  that  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  from  his  regard  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  his  majefty  and  the  nation, 
will  be  ready  to  undertake  the 
weighty  and  important  trull;  pro- 
pofed  to  be  invefled  in  his  royal 
highnefs,  as  foon  as  an  ad  of  par¬ 
liament  fliall  have  been  palfed  for 
carrying  the  faid  refolutions  into 
effect. 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  altercation,  in 
which  the  niiniflers  Were  accufed, 
and  defended  themfelves  againft  the 
accufation,  of  having  treated  the 
prince  of  Wales,  throughout  the 
whole  courfe  of  their  proceeding, 
with  the  molt  fhameful  want  of  at¬ 
tention  and  refpedt.  The  motion 
was  voted  without  a  divilion,  and 
ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  lords 
for  their  concurrence,  together  with 
a  limilar  refojution  for  a  committee 
to  lay  before  the  queen  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  two  houfes,  relative  to 
the  care  of  his  majelty’s  perfon. 

The  refolutions  being  read  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  on  the  28th,  and  a 
motion  made  for  their  lordiTiips  con¬ 
currence,  the  duke  of  Northumber¬ 


land  briefly  obferved,  that  thefe  re¬ 
folutions,  as  propofed  to  be  preferr¬ 
ed  to  the  prince  for  his  aifent,  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  face  of  them  moft 
materially  to  curtail  the  exercife  of 
that  royal  authority  which  they 
were  about  to  put  into  his  hands, 
would,  as  they  flood,  feem  to  con¬ 
vey  a  want  of  confidence  in  his 
royal  highnefs  ;  he  conceived  it^ 
therefore,  would  be  but  decent  in 
their  lordlhips  to  fpecify  the  rea- 
fons  which  had  guided  their  lord- 
iliips  in  adopting  thofe  refolutions. 

it  having  been  moll  generally 
taken  as  the  ground  for  thofe  re¬ 
ftridions,  that  his  ma felly’s  illnefs 
was  but  temporary,  and  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  but  of  iliort  duration,  he 
conceived  their  lordlhips  could  have 
no  objection  to  conned;  that  with 
the  addrefs.  His  grace  concluded 
with  moving  an  amendment  to  that 
effed;  which  was  negatived  without 
further  debate  ;  and  the  ufual  blanks 
were  ordered  to  be  filled  up  with 
the  words,  “  lords  fpiritual  and 
“  temporal.” 

f  Tanu-  7  , 

,  Jan.  30th. 

ary  the  two  committees  J  J 

prefented  to  the  prince  of  Wales 
and  the,  queen  the  refolutions  of  the 
two  houfes,  and  received  the  an- 
fwers'  which  the  reader  will  find 
amongft  the  State  fapers,  p.  [305 
and  p.  I  306.  He  entreated  gentle¬ 
men  would  paufe  ;  and  by  giving 
the  bill  before  them  a  deliberate 
perufal  and  cool  refledion,  pro¬ 
ceed.  in  future  with  the  caution  due 
to  fo  momentous  a  tranfadion. 

The  aniwers  received  from 
the  prince  of  Wales  and  the  ^ 
queen  being  read,  ,and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  the  houfe  of  lords  again 
Tcfolved  ltd  elf  into  a  committee  on 
the  ftslte  of  the  nation. 

The 


On  the  30th  o 
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The  lord  preftdent  began  with 
remarking,  that  being  ftill  merely 
a  convention,  they  could  do  no  one 
legiflative  aft  till  they  were  enabled 
fo  to  do  bv  the  prefence  or  affent  of 
the  fovereign.  Deprived  of  theaf- 
flftance  of  his  majelty  in  his  natural 
capacity,  they  were  compelled  to 
refort  to  his  political  capacity.  T  here 
was  but  one  organ  by  which  this 
affiftance  could  be  obtained,  and 
that  organ  was  the  great  feal.  This 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  knew,  had 
already  been  ridiculed  as  a  phantom. 
But  would  tbofe  who  were  thus  free 
of  their  ridicule  impart  any  other 
mode  by  which  they  can  be  extricat¬ 
ed  from  their  prefent  difficulties  ? 
They  were  compelled,  therefore,  by 
neceiiity  to  refort  to  a  refolution  of 
the  two  houfes,  impowering  the 
proper  perfon  to  make  life  of  the 
great  feal  ;  an  inftrument  which, 
his  lordfhip  faid,  was  of  fuch  great 
and  particular  authority,  that  even 
if  the  lord  chancellor  committed  a 
high  mifdemeanor  by  affixing  it  to 
letters  patent,  thofe  inftruments  muft 
be  confidered  valid  :  they  would  have 
the  whole  force  of  law,  and  could 
not  be  difputed  by  the  judges.  His 
lordfliip,  in  fupport  of  this  doc¬ 
trine,  quoted  the  conduct  of  lord 
chancellor  Hardwicke,  who  had  fuf- 
fered  the  great  feal  to  be  affixed  to 
an  inftrument  in  the  manner  he  now 
propofcd.  Tworefolurions,  he  laid, 
would  be  therefore  found  neceffitry 
to  be  adopted  under  their  prefent  c  ir  - 
cumftan^es  to  compleat  the  legifla- 
ture.  The  firft  was,  to  eftabliih  a 
commiffiontoopen  and  hold  the  par¬ 
liament  in  due  form  ;  the  fetond 
would  follow  up  the  firft  at  a  con¬ 
venient  time,  for  the  purpofe  of 
impowering  the  royal  affienr  to  be 
given  in  his  majefty’s  name  to  the 
bill  of  regency,  by  the  fame,  or  by 


another  commiffion.  His  lordfhip 
concluded  by  moving,  “  That  it  is 
“  expedient  and  necelfary  that  let- 
“  ters  patent,  under  the  great  feal 
“  of  Great  Britain,  be  impowered 

to  be  ilTued  by  the  authority  of 
“  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  in 
“  the  tenor  and  form  following  — 
Then  followed  an  exaft  tranfcript  of 
the  writ  ufually  iftued  under  the  ftgn 
manual,  impowering  certain  commif- 
fioners  to  open  and  hold  the  king’s 
parliaments  at  Weftminfter.  The 
com miffi oners  nominated  by  the 
prefent  letters  patent  were,  thg. 
prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of  York, 
the  dukes  of  Cumberland  and  Glou- 
cefter,  together  with  the  other  per- 
fons  nfually  inferted  therein. 

The  motion  being  leconded, 
Lord  Portchefter  rofe,  and  ob- 
ferved,  they  were  now  in  that  pre- 
eife  fituation  where  they  ftood  two 
months  ftnce  ;  with  this  difference 
only,  that  they  were  now  going  to 
do,  by  a  pretended  aft  ot  parlia¬ 
ment,  what  iliould  have  been  done 
by  a  declaration  of  the  two  houfes. 
But  bcfides  this  fiftion  of  the  great 
feal,  there  were  other  ftumbling- 
blocks  in  their  way.  By  two  ads 
of  parliament,  the  fign  manual  was 
made  effentially  nectflary  to  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  any  aft.  Tbefe  were  the 
afts  of  33d  of  Henry  the  eighth,  and 
the  1  ft  of  Philip  and  Mary  ;  the  for¬ 
mer  declaring  that  no  aft  could  be 
valid  unltfs  figned  by  the  fove¬ 
reign,  or,  in  his  abfence,  by  the 
cujios  regni ;  and  the  latter,  in  de¬ 
ciding  on  the  attainder  of  the  duke 
of  Norfolk,  fpeakingthe  lame  lan¬ 
guage,  but  in  ftronger  terms. 

Lord  Camden  'replied,  that  a 
different  meaning  was  to  be  attach¬ 
ed  to  thofe  efts.  They  were,  he 
contended,  afts  merely  ajjirmati've  ; 
—-that  is,  they  afferr.cd  that  afts  fo 
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its  graces  or  fplendor  ;  and  which,  this  idea  of  a  covenant  was  jin- 
while  ittookaway  from  him  even  the  trodueed,  and  why  the  words  did 
power  of  doing  good,  of  ‘encourag-  not  run  in  general  terms,  as  in 
ing  merit,  or  even  exercidng  charity,  the  coronation,  “  according  to  the 
was  calculated  to  fecure  the  influence  “  laws  of  the  land,”  of  which  that 
and  future  fuccefs  of  a  party  in  avow-  bill,  when  it  paffed,  would  of  courfe 
cd  enmity  with  him.  Being  called  to  make  a  part  ? 

order  on  account  of  fome  warm  ex-  In  anfwer  to  both  theTe  objeftions 
preftions  he  ufed,  he  added,  that  if  it  was  faid,  that  the  oath  was  taken 
the  meafures  propofed  were  in  their  from  that  infer  ted  in  the  regency 
own  nature  unjmtifiable,  and.  tend-  aft  of  the  prefcnt  reign  ;  and  with 
ing  to  introduce  diforder  and  debility  regard  to  the  ftrft  objection  it  was 
into  government— if  they  were  con-  faid,  that  the  regent,  pofTefiing  al- 
temptible  in  the  jealoufy  they  evinc-  moll  the  whole  executive  power, 
ed  of  the  prince,  and  alarming  from  ,  Would  be  poflelTed  of  means  pecu- 
their  hoftility to  the  Whole  houfe  of  liar  to  himfelf  of  providing  for  the 
Brunfwick— if  they  tended  to  create  king’s  fafety  ;  fueh  as  piotefting 
diftruft  and  difunion  not  only  among  him  againfl  treafon,  feditions,  and 
the  different  branches  of  the  royal  riots,  in  cafe  of  civil  war  or  of  in¬ 


family,  but  between  all  orders  and 
ranks  in  the  fcate,  then  was  he 
juflifiable  in  the  warmth  he  had 
evinced. 

The  bill  was  then  head  a  iecond 


vafion.  r 

The  feventh  claufe,  providing 
again  ft  the  non-refidence  of  the 

O 

prince,  and  again  ft  his  marrying 
a  papift,  being  read ;  Mr.  Rolle 


time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  rofe,  and  again  brought  on  the 
on  the  morrow.  fubjeft  of  the  rumour  which  had 

The  regency  bill  confifted  formerly  prevailed,  of  the  prince’s 

He  concluded  with 


?th. 


7  “1‘  of  thirty-two  claufes*. — The 
claufe,  which  was  firft  objefted  to  in 
the  committee,  was  that  which  con¬ 
tained  the  oath  to  be  taken  bv  the 

J 

regent.  Two  parts  of  this  oath 
were  objefted  to  by  Mr.  Burke.- 


marriage. 


moving  that  the  words,  “  or 
“  who  is  or  fliall  be  married,  in  law 

a 


or  in  faft,  to  a  papift,”  JlioiiM  be 
added.  This  produced  much  alter¬ 
cation,  in  which  the  mover  was 


1'irft,  that  by  which  he  was  bound  treated  with  great  afperity  by  lord 
“  to  take  care  of  the perfonal  fafety  North,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Grey, 
“  of  the  king  to  the  utmoft  of  his  and  Mr.  Courtenay.— Mr,  Welbore 
“  power  and  ability" — -a  provilion,  Ellis  defired  the  royal  aft  to  be  read, 
which  could  only  be  confldered  as  a  by  which  it  is  enafted,  that  the  mar- 
mockery  and  infult  upon  the  prince  riage  of  any  of  the  defeendants  of 
of  Wales,  when  it  was  Well  known  Geo.  II.  fhail  not  be  valid  without 
that  he  was  not  in  the  fmalleft  de-  the  royal  affent.  This,  he  ob- 
pree  ent  riffled  with  the  care  of  the  ferved,  was  a  full  anfwer  to  all  ca- 
royal  perfon.— Secondly,  that  part  vils,  as  that  could  not  be  valid  in 


by  which  lie  was  bound  “  to  govern 
“  according  to  the  ftipulations  and 
“  reftriftions  contained  in  the  bill.” 
It  was  afked,  for  what  purpofe 


faft,  which  was  not  good  in  law. 

The  amendment  was  negatived 
without  a  divilion. 

The  next  claufe  in  the  bill  was' 


*  See  State  Papers,  p.  343. 


that 
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that  which  redrained  the  regent 
froih  creating  peers. 

Mr.  Iodide  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment,  for  limiting  the  duration  of 
this  redri&ion  ro  the  fir  ft  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1790.  He  f  ed  lie  thought 
that  all  the  reft»  ictions  were  founded 
on  a  fuppofition  that  his  majefty’s  re¬ 
covery  was  prsbable  ;  now  it  was  to 
be  prefumed,  that  fyir.ptoms  of  re¬ 
covery  might  be  looked  for,  if  they 
were  to  be  expected  at  all,  within 
fifteen  months  from  the  fird  d5f- 
coverv  of  the  diforder  ;  and  the 
committee  ought  to  limit  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  redri&ions,  which  if  not 
limited,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
of  the  commons  alone  to  remove, 
whenever  they  fhovdd  feel  an  incli¬ 
nation  fo  to  do.  The  confent  of 
the  lords  would  then  be  neceifary ; 
and  their  lordfhips  might  not  be 
readily  difpofed  to  confent  to  what 
would  be  a  diminution  of  their  own 
confequence. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  was  ready 
to  admit  that  the  reftri&iqns  ought 
to  be  limited  in  point  of  duration  ; 
but  thought  fifteen  months  too  iliort 
a  period,  and  propolcd  two  or 
three  years. . 

Mr.  Rurke  declared,  there  was  no 
foundation  whateVet  for  the  redric- 
tion.  If  it  was  direded  againd  the 
prince,  it  was  infulting  and  injuri¬ 
ous,  as  his  conduct  had  hitherto 
given  no  ground  for  fufpecting  him 
of  a  difpofition  to  abufe  power.  If 
it  was  againd  thofc  who  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  his  advifers,  they  were 
equally  maligtlanf,  becaufe  thofe 
perfons,  when  in  office,  had  made 
the  mod  temperate  ufe  oi  that 
power.  The  duke  of  Porri  md  had 
been  in  his  ujajt fty’s  fervice  in  Eng¬ 
land,  as  well  as  in  Ireland,  and  had 
not  made  a  prodigal  ufe  of  that  pre¬ 


rogative.  The  late  marquis  of 
Rockingham,  in  whofe  footfteps  the 
prefent  VVhigs  prod  Ted  to  tread, 
was  extremely  Iparing  of  grants  oF 
peerages.  Why  then  lliould  it  be 
fuppoicd  that  they  would  deviate 
from  an  example  which  they  took 
far  their  model,  when  they  wifhed 
to  recommend  themfelves  to  the 
good  opinion  of  the  public  ? — -The 
amendment  was  negatived  without 
a  divifion, 

The  next  claufe  on  which  any 
debate  took  place  was  that  refpeiding 
the  granting  of  places,  or  penfions 
in  reverfion.  Lord  North  obferved, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  profcTed 
principles  of  the  refolutions,  that  the 
prince  fhould  have  the  power  of  ap¬ 
pointing  his  own  Hr  varus.  How  then, 
he  afked,  if  the  prince  had  not  the 
power  of  granting  penfions  or  re- 
verfions,  was  it  pollible  for  him  to  fill 
the  higgled  fituation  in  the  law  de¬ 
partment,  if  a  vacancy  fhould  happen 
therein  ?  .Not  a  puifne  judge }  nor  even 
a  barnder  of  tolerable  bufinefs, 
would  accept  of  the  office  of  lord 
high  chancellor,  an  office  extremely 
precarious  in  its  tenure,  if  the  prince 
had  not  a  power  to  reward  him  for 
his  Hrvices  in  cafe  of  a  difmiTal. 
He  therefore  propoHd  that  an  ex¬ 
ception  fhould  be  inferred  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  fuch  a  c:Te. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
laid,  it  was  very  fir  the  regent  fhould 
have  the  choice  of  a  lord  chancel ior, 
if  the  country  fhould  be  fo  unfor¬ 
tunate  as  to  lufe  the  learned  lord 
who  now  tilled  that  office.  But  dill 
he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  in 
the  prefect  bill  that  the  power  of 
providing  for  him  fhould  be  given. 
When  the  creation  fhould  occur, 
the  regent  might  apply  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  he  himfelf  for  one'  would 
'[  I]  2  very 


1.32]  ANNUAL  RE 

very  readily  agree  to  the  fum  men 
lioned  by  the  noble  lord.  But  a 
regent  Fiould  not  be  put  on  a  better 
footing  than  the  king  himfelf.  Now 
the  king  could  not  grant  fuch  a 
petifion  without  the  confent  of  par¬ 
liament.  It  was  for  this  reafon 
only  that  he  oppofed  the  noble 
lord’s  motion. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  he  fup- 
pofed  that,  by  the  mode  propofed, 
they  meant  to  take  to  themfelves 
the  difpofalof  the  great  feal,  as  they 
kept  the  power, of  providing  for  the 
officer  who  might  be  called  to  that 
fltuation  on  his  retirement.  By  re¬ 
taining  that  power,  every  compact 
made  with  his  royal  highnefs  in  the 
refolutions  was  broken .  The  houfe, 
inFead  of  relieving  him  from  the 
already  too  heavy  reftridions,  were 
forging  for  him  new  fetters.  The 
parliament,  not  the  regent,  would 
have  the  power  of  chufmg  his  fer- 
vants. — The  amendment  was  ne- 
gatived. 


Feb  9th. 


The  houfe  being  again 


in  a  committee  on  the 
regency  bill,  the  twelfth  claufe  was 
read, upon  which  Mr.  Anftruther.ob- 
ferved,  that  though  this  claufe  Fated 
that  the  care  or  management  of  the 
king’s  property  fhould  not  be  in  the 
prince  of  Wales,  yet  it  was  total¬ 
ly  filent  in  what  hands  it  fhould 
veF.  There  have  been  various  ac¬ 
counts  concerning  the  vail  amount 

O 

of  that  property  ;  whatever  it  might 
be,  it  was  but  right  that  it 
fhould  be  properly  taken  care  of, 
and  not  be  fo  placed  that  it  might  be 
embezzled  by  anonimous  purloiners, 
whom  nobody  could  call  to  account, 
becaufe  nobody  knew.  He  was 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  a  commif- 
fion  be  appointed,  to  con  fill;  of  the 
queen,  the  princes  of  the  blood. 
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the  great  officers  of  Fate,  the  lord 
chancellor,  and  the  two  chief  jus¬ 
tices,  for  executing  the  faid  truF. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  as  to  the 
amount  of  that  property,  he  be¬ 
lieved  there  could  be  nothing  but  - 
guefs-work  :  at  leaF  he  had  no  clue 
by  which  to  enable  him  to  form  any 
thing  like  a  judgment ;  whatever 
it  might  be,  it  had  already  been  de- 
pofted  in  fuch  hands  as  would  al¬ 
ways  be  obliged  to  account  for  their 
truF. 

Mr.  Burke  fupported  the  propo- 
fition  offered  by  Mr.  AnFruther, 
and  ccmiidered  this  as  a  further 
proof  of  the  unjuF  and  illiberal 
treatment  of  the  princes  of  the  blood 
royal,  who  were  thus  excluded  from, 
and  deemed  unworthy  of  any  Fiare 
of  that  truF,  in  which  they  had  un-i 
doubtedly  the  firF  intereft  and  the 
deepeF  concern. 

The  claufe  paffed  without  amend¬ 
ment. 

The  fourteenth  claufe,  providing 
for  the  payment  of  his  majeFy’s 
houfhold,  under  the  direction  of 
her  majeFy,  being  read  ;  Sir  James 
Erfkine  oppofed  it,  as  granting 
larger  powers  than  were  neceffary  ; 
and  infiFed  that  the  expence  of  the 
houFiold  might  be  much  di  mi¬ 
nified. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  that fome  circumFances,  ariling 
from  his  majeFy’s  fltuation,  rather 
tended  to  increafe  than  diminiili  the 
expence  of  fame  parts  of  the  houf¬ 
hold. 

Mr.  Burke  objeded  to  the  claufe, 
as  tending  to  the  fubverfon  of  the 
civil  liF  ad,  irreconcileable  with  the 
true  principles  of  ceconomy,  and  cal¬ 
culated  only  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  a  favourite  and  unnecef- 
fary  corps.  He  alfo  obje&ed  to  it 
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as  proceeding  to  fecure  the  payment 
of  the  houfhold,  before  the  quef- 
tion  of  feparating  it  from  the  exe¬ 
cutive  government  had  been  decid¬ 
ed  upon. 

Mr.  Powysmoved,  that  the  claufe 
be  poftponed  ;  in  which  motion  he 
was  fupported  by  Lord  North,  upon 
the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Burke  : 
the  committee  divided ;  ayes  87, 
fcoes  132. 

The  lixte'enth  claufe,  relative  to 
the  privy  purfe  of  his  majefty,  was 
oppofed  on  the  impropriety  of  re¬ 
futing  to  his  royal  highnefs,  who 
was  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the 
crown,  the  power  over  the  privy 
purfe,  amounting  to  6o,oooi.  a 
year  ;  out  of  which,  by  the -claufe, 
was  to  be  taken  i6,oooi.  and  given 
to  her  majefty,  for  purpofes  un¬ 
known  to  parliament ;  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  locked  up  and  left,  in  cafe 
of  his  majefty’s  indifpotition  con¬ 
tinuing,  to  the  difpotition  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  It  was  fupported  upon  the 
propriety  of  continuing  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  benefaftions,  and  on  the  im¬ 
propriety  of  feizing  the  moment  of 
his  majefty’s  indifpotition  to  ftrip 
him  of  his  property.  The  i6,oool. 
which,  it  was  objected,  were  given  to 
her  majefty  for  purpofes  unknown  to 
parliament,  was  explained  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  ;  1  2,oool.  was  given 
to  pay  an  eftablifhed  lift  of  charities 
fettled  by  his  majefty  ;  and  the  re¬ 
maining  4000I.  was  to  enable  her 
majefty  to  continue  his  majefty’s 
benefadlions  to  thofe  perfons  who 
were  not  on  the  lift  ;  but  who,  die 
knew,  received  charity  to  that  a- 
mount. 

Sir  William  Molefworth  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  agree  to  the  fum  propofed 
to  be  taken  from  the  money  of  his 
majefty’s  privy  purfe,  that  was  ap¬ 
propriated  tp  the  charkks  mention- 
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ed  ;  but  not  thinking  it  proper  that 
the  remainder  iliould  be  kept  from 
the  prince,  he  moved,  as  an  amend¬ 
ment,  to  add  the  words,  “and  that 
“  the  remainder  fliall  be  paid  over 
“  to  the  treafurer  of  the  privy  purfe 
“  of  the  regent.”  Upon  this  a- 
mendment  the  committee  divided  ; 
ayes  101,  noes  156. 

The  feventeenth  claufe  was  next 
read,  veiling  in  her  majefty  the  care 
of  the  king’s  perfon,  and  the  go~ 
verpnient  of  the  houfhold, 

Mr.  Powys  objected  to  that  part 
of  the  claufe  which  gave  her  majefty 
power  over  the  houlhold.  He  con¬ 
demned  it  as  a  diviftonof  power  with 
the  executive  authority.  It  was  un- 
juftitiable  and  inadmillible.  TIiq 
power  given  her  majefty  over  the 
houfhold,  and  the  claufe  reftraining 
the  regent  from  creating  peers, 
not  only  gave  a  dangerous  controui 
over  the  two  houfes,  but  put  it 
into  irrefpontible  hands.  After 
arguing  upon  the  mifehiefs  that 
might  refult  from  fuch  a  meafure, 
he  concluded  by  moving  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  preamble  of  the 
claufe,  Having  it  open  for  future 
revition. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
agreed  to  the  amendment,  and  {aid, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole  buti- 
nefs,  one  of  the  principles  he  had 
ever  invariably  maintained  was,  that 
the  whole  of  the  bill  ought  ever  to 
be  kept  open  to  the  future  revifiori 
and  alteration  of  parliament. 

The  amendment  being  put  and 
agreed  to,  the  fame  was  inferted  in 
the  claufe, 

Sir  Peter  Burrell  objected  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  claule.  The  pa¬ 
tronage  given,  he  faid,  was  fo  lobfe- 
ly  expreffed,  that  it  was  impolTible.. 
to  afeertain  the  amount  of  it ; 
which,  he  conceived,  the  houfe 

[ 1  ]  3  ought 
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ought  to  be  acquainted  with,  previ- 
Gully  to  its  adopting  the  claufe. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
acquainted  the  honourable  baronet, 
that  the  whole  amount  was  about 
foo,oOol.  a  year  :  of  this  one  half 
went  to  the  payment  of  tradefmen’s 
bills :  the  falaries  of  the  houfhold, 
from  the  greateft  officers  to  the 
lowed  turnfpit,  did  not  amount  to 
inore  than  100,000!.  a  year  ;  out  of 
that  fum  there  was  not  more  than 
about  30,000b  received  for  falaries 
by  members  of  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament.  There  were  feven  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  whofe  fa  la¬ 
thes  amounted  to  about  4000I.  and 
eighteen  lords  in  the  other  houfe, 
whofe  falaries  amounted  to  about 
26,000b  Such  influence,  he  faid, 
was  not  likely  to  produce  any  con¬ 
siderable  alteration  in  the  fyftem  of 
^economy  adopted  on  the  prefent 
exigency. 

Mr.  Burke  and  lord  North  con¬ 
demned  the  clauie,on  the  old  ground 
of  her  majefty’s  having  any  Share 
in  the  executive  government.  They 
reprobated  the  meafure  of  dividing 
that  power  as  unconlti rational  and 
dangerous,  and  exprtffcd  their  Tars 
of  its  operating  as  a  pernicious 
precedent. 

Mr.  Sheridan  propofed,  as  an 
amendment,  which  was  Supported 
by  lord  George  Cavendiih,  and 
general  Norton,  to  Separate  the 
great  officers  from  the  houfhold  > 


upon  which  the  committee  divided  : 
ayes  118,  noes  173.  Majority 
againib  the  amendment  53. — The 
question  was  then  put  upon  the 
( laufe,  which  was  carried. 

■r-  ,  ,  The  claufe  relative  to 

reb.  10th.  .  ,  , 

the  queens  council  be¬ 
ing  read,  Mr.  Pitt  propofed,  that 
it  Should  confift  of  the  four  principal 
officers  of  the  houfhold,  the  lord 


chamberlain,  the  lord  fteward,  the 
mafter  of  the  horfe,  and  the  groom 
of  the  Hole,  for  the' time  being,  and 
in  addition  to  thefe,  of  four  other 
perfons ;  in  Selecting  of  whom,  he 
Was  naturally  led  to  make  choice  of 
thofe  whom  his  mnjefly  himfelf  had 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  church  and 
the  law;  and  therefore  he  Should  pro- 
pofe  the  names  or  John  lord  arebbi- 
Shop  of  Canterbury,  Edward  lord 
Thurlow,  William  lord  archbifhop 
of  York,  and  Lloyd  lord  Kenyon . 

He  meant  that  thefe  four  Should 
be  appointed  councellofs  by  name, 
and  not  as  officers  filling,  for  the 
time  being,  the  ilations  which  they 
now  hold  :  but  the  four  officers  ot 
the  houfhold  he  propofed  not  by 
their  own  names:,  but  the  names  of 
their  offices. 

This  coiiflitution  of  the  council 
was  objected  to  on  thefe  grounds  ; 
fir  it,  on  account  of  the  omiffion  of  the 
princes  of  the  royal  blood :  Secondly, 
on  account  of  the  nomination  being 
in  Some  inftances  perfonal,  and  in 
others  official ;  andiaftly,  becaufe  of 
the  omiffion  of  other  eminent  per- 
fonages,  whofe  Situations  made  them 
fit  objects  for  Such  a  choice. 

In  anfwer  to  the  firft  objection, 
lord  Graham  obferved,  that  there 
was  no  neceffity  for  inferting  the 
names  of  the  princes  of  the  blood 
in  the  lilt  of  counfellors  to  the 
queen,  as  her  majefty  could  at  all 
times  procure  their  advice  ;  and  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  refpeffc  to  the 
princes  Should  prevent  the  com¬ 
mittee  from  putting  them  into  fitu- 
ations,  which  would  render  them 
rtfponfible  to  parliament ;  and  might 
caufe  them  to  be  brought  to  the 

«  O 

bar  of  the  houfe  to  anfvVer  for  the 
difeharge  of  the  trufi  repoftd  in 
them. 

Colonel  Phipps  Said,  that  a  very 

good 
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good  reafon  for  omitting  the  name? 
of  the  princes  was,  that  the  two 
houfes  having  agreed  that  the  re¬ 
gent  fliould  not  have  the  cuftody 
of  the  royal  perfon,  tbofe  perfons 
ought  not  to r  be  appointed  coun- 
fellors  to  the  queen  who  might 
be  fuppofed  to  be  much  at  the  de¬ 
votion  of  the  regent.  For  this  very 
reafon  alio,  he  urged,  in  aniwer  to 
the  fecond  objection,  it  was  not  pro¬ 
per  that  the  committee  fliould  name 
the  two  archbifliops,  and  the  chan¬ 
cellor,  and  chief  juftice  for  the  time 
being  ;  for  then,  in  cafe  of  any 
change,  the  regent  would  have  the 
nomination  ofcounfdlors,  who  were 
to  adviie  the  queen  about  the  care 
oF  the  king's  perfon,  with  which  the 
regent  was  not  to  meddle.  For  the 
very  fame  reafon  the  officers  of  the 
houdiold,  who  were  to  be  named 
counfeilors,  might  be  defcribed  as 
for  the  time  being,  becaufe  the  bill 
had  put  them  entirely  under  the 
control  of  the  queen,  who  could 
alone  remove  them. 

In  addition  to  thefe  reafons,  Mr. 
Pitt  argued,  that  it  was  held  as  a 
principle  in  law,  that  in  all  cafes, 
thofe  who  by  their  proximity  could 
be  luppofed  to  have  any  poftible  in~ 
tereft  in  the  fuccelfion,  were,  tor 
that  reafon,  excluded  from  the  care 
of  the  perfon  to  be  taken  care  of; 
this,  therefore,  was,  in  his  mind,  a 
ftrong  reafon  why  the  princes  of 
the  blood  fliould  be  excluded  from  a 
participation  in  the  council  to  be  al¬ 
lotted  the  queen,  which,  in  it$  ma¬ 
ture,  neceffarily  involved  in  it  the 
care  of  his  majefty’s  perfon. 

The  laft  objection  was  founded  on 
the  omiflion  of  the  fpeaker,  the  lord 
mayor  of  London,  and  chief  juftice 
of  the  common  pleas.  The  omif¬ 
lion  of  the  laft-mentioned  great  of¬ 
ficer  was  ftrongly  animadverted 


upon  ;  and  the  minifters  were  ac- 
cufed  of  looking  to  the  politics  of 
perfons  as  the  criterion  of  their  qua¬ 
lification  for  the  truft  to  be  veiled  in 
them  — Mr.  Burke  concluded  the 
debate  with  reminding  the  commit¬ 
tee,  that  the  exclufion  of  the  royal 
family  was  full  in  the  teeth  of  the 
very  laft  regency  bill,  namely  the 
fifth  of  the  prefer.t  king,  by  which 
his  majefty  was  obliged  to  nominate 
a  guardian  tor  the  prince  ot  Wales, 
in  cafe  he  fliould  fucceed  to  the 
crown  before  he  was  of  age,  from 
among  the  princes  of  the  blood. 

A  divifion  took  place,  on  a  mo¬ 
tion  made  by  lord  North,  that  the 
duke  of  York  fliould  be  one  of  the 
council ;  when  the  queftion  was  ne¬ 
gatived  :  Ayes  130  ;  Noes  177. 

The  feveral  names  of  their  royal 
highnefies  prince  William  Henry, 
prince  Eciward,  duke  ofGloucefter, 
and  duke  of  Cumberland,  were  then 
feveraliy  propofed,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Dempfter  then  propofed,  that 
the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  the  lord  mayor  of  Lon¬ 
don,  be  added;  both  which  quei- 
tions  were  negatived. 

-o 

The  26th  Laufe,  pro-  Vi 

•  1  *  r  1  c  I  tD.  I  I  . 

vidmg  for  tne  reiump- 
tion  off  the  government  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  having 
premifed  that  though  the  right  of 
refumption  did  not  depend  on  the 
votes  of  either  houfe  of  parliament, 
yet  as  a  king  of  this  country  was  not 
capable  of  doing  any  a<5t  offtate  by 
himfeif,  but  was  obliged  to  make 
ufe  of  the  medium  of  perfons  who 
fliould  be  refponfible  to  the  laws  for 
fuch  an  adt  ;  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
the  bare  confcioufnefs  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  his  incapacity  was  re¬ 
moved,  ought  not  to  be  admitted  a? 
a  proof  of  fuch  a  fadt ;  but  he  fliould 
employ  fome  organ,  known  to  the 

f 1  ]  L  country. 
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country,  to  fatisfy  the  people  of  fo 
deferable  an  event.  It  Would  not 
be  reafonable  that  his  majefty  fhould 
be  obliged  to  refort  to  the  political 
iervants  of  the  regency,  to  defire 
that  they  fhould  take  the  proper  fteps 
for  reftoring  him  to  power  ;  and  the 
reafon  which  induced  him  to  think 
fo  was,  that  the  fervants  of  a  go¬ 
vernment  which  Was  to  be  deftroyed 
by  fuch  meafures  were  certainly  not 
the  mod  fit  to  carry  them  into  ex¬ 
ecution.  His  propofal  then  was, 
that  as  ioon  as  it  fhould  appear  to 
five  out  of  the  eight  counfellors  ap¬ 
pointed  to  advifethe  queen,  that  his 
majefty’s  health  was  reftored,  they 
fliould  certify  it  under  their  hands 
to  the  political  fervants  of  the  re¬ 
gent,  who  fhould  be  bound  to  record 
the  inftrurrient  in  the  council  books, 
and  farther  to  notify  it  to  the  lord 
mayor  of’ London,  and  afterwards  to 
the  public  in  the  London  Gazette. 
The  king  fhould  then  fummon  the 
attendance  of  a  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  privy  council,  either  fuch 
as  had  been  members  of  it  before 
his  indifpofition,  or  fliould  have  been 
added  to  it  by  the  regent  ;  the  num¬ 
ber  that  he  would  propofe  to  be 
iummoned  on  this  occafion  fliould 
be  nine.  Thefe  nine,  fitting  in  coun¬ 
cil  with  his  majefty,. would  have  an 
opportunity  of  judging  whether  his 
incapacity  was  really  removed  or 
not  ;  and  fliould  fix  of  them  be  of 
opinion  that  it  was,  then  a  procla¬ 
mation,  figned  by  his  majefty,  and 
counterfigned  by  thefe  fix  privy 
counfellors,  certifying  the  king's  ca¬ 
pacity,  fliould  immediately  be  pub- 
liflied,  and  inftantly  all  the  power  of 
the  regent  fhould  ceafe  and  deter¬ 
mine.  Thefe  fife  perfons  fliould  be 
re  1  ponfible  to  the  public  for  the  opi¬ 
nion  which  they  fliould  thus  give 


under  their  hands  ;  and  that  reftpon- 
fibility  would  be  the  people’s  fecu- 
rity  that  the  truft  repo  fed  in  thefe 
perfons  would  not  be  abufed .-—Hav¬ 
ing  premifed  this,  he  moved,  that 
the  blank  left  for  the  number  of 
privy  counfellors  whom  the  king 
fhould  fummon  be  filled  up  with  the 
word  nine. 

Mr.  Powys  faid,  that  of  all  the 
meafures  propofed  by  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  this  unprecedented  bufi- 
nels,this  was  certainly  th e  moft  extra- 
ordinary  ;  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  had  ftrft  maintained,  that  par¬ 
liament  had  a  right  to  fettle  every 
thing  relating  to  the  prefent  exi¬ 
gence  ;  but  now  he  abandoned  that 
principle,  and  did  not  intend  to  fufrer 
the  interference  of  parliament  in  the 
reftoration  of  the  king  to  his  govern¬ 
ment.  With  refpeft  to  the  refpon- 
fibility  of  the  privy  counfellors  who 
were  to  fign  the  proclamation,  the 
public,  heiaid,  could  not  have  much 
confidence  in  the  declaration  of  men 
picked  andchofen  from  their  fellow 
counfellors  in  the  manner  propofed.. 
But,  after  all,  what  was  the  nature  of 
their  refponfibiiity  ?  Their  grounds 
for  declaring  that  the  king  was 
reftored  to.  health  cpuld  not  be 
afeertained  ;  and  therefore,  fuppof- 
ing  they  fhouM  be  wrong,  it  could 
not  be  faid  whether  they  had  a£ted 
wrong  wilfully,  or  merely  from  an, 
error  in  judgment :  of  what  ufe, 
therefore,  could  that  refponfibiiity 
be  to  the  public,  which  could  not 
draw  down  upon  thefe  counfellors 
the  punifhment  and  vengeance  of 
the  law,  becaufe  it  was  impollible  to 
prove,  in  cafe  they  fhortld  be  wrong 
in  their  declaration,  that  it  was  not 
through  error,  but  defign,  that  they 
had  deceived  the  public. 


The 
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The  neceftity  of  having  the  king’s 
capacity  to  refume  the  government 
afcertained  by  the  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  rather  than  by  the  queen’s 
or  the  privy  council,  was  ftrong- 
ly  urged  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  by  the  prefent  bill  every 
a<ft  that  ihould  be  done  by  the  king 
during  his  incapacity  was  declared 
to  be  invalid,  and  of  no  effect :  now 
fhould  it  be  refolved  by  the  nine 
privy  counfellors,  during  a  recefs  of 
parliament,  that  the  king*was  reco¬ 
vered,  the  moll  lerious confequences 
might  follow  :  for  before  the  two 
houfes  could  meet  to  afcertain  that 
faff,  the  great  feal  might  have  been 
put  to  a  commiffion  of  regency 
that  would  place  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  two  houfes  to  interfere  any 
more,  though  his  majefty  fhould  re- 
lapfe  ;  and  thus  thofe  privy  coun¬ 
fellors,  whether  through  error  or  de  - 
fHn,  might  be  the  means  of  making 
an  incapable  king  eftablifh  a  go¬ 
vernment  which  the  two  houfes  could 
not  afterwards  overturn.  A  claufe 
to  remedy  this  objection,  was  offered 
by  Mr.  Mariham,  but  rejected.  Mr. 
Powys  afterwards  moved,  that  the 
phyficians  be-  examined  by  the 
queen’s  council  on  oath  ;  which  was 
negatived.  Laftly,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
after  again  urging  the  necef- 
fity  of  parliamentary  inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  recovery  of  his  majefty, 
moved,  that  the  regent  be  obliged 
to  communicate  to  parliament  the 
notification  of  the  kins’s  recovery. 

Upon  this  motion,  after  fome  con- 
verfation,  the  houfe  divided  ;  when 
it  was  negatived.  Ayes  113;  Noes 
181.  Majority,  68. 

The  committee  having  gone 
through  the  whole  bill,  which  the 
reader  will  find  at  the  end  of  the 
State  Papers,  the  houfe  was  refumed. 


the  report  brought  up,  and  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  ordered  for  the  third 
reading  on  the  morrow. 

Upon  the  third  read- 
ing,  two  claufes  were  pro- 
pofed  to  be  added,  the  one  by  Mr. 
Pulteney,  limiting  the  r eft ridfion  re¬ 
lative  to  the  creation  of  peers  to 
three  years,  which  was  adopted  5 
the  other  by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  referv- 
ing  to  the  regent  the  power,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  of  giving  the  royal  af- 
fent  to  a  bill  or  bills  for  the  relief  of 
diffenters  from  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land.  This,  after  a  fliort  converfa- 
tion,  was  withdrawn.  The  bill  then 
palled,  and  was  ordered  to  be  car¬ 
ried  to  the  lords. 

On  the  17th  the  re-  p  , 
gency  bill,  having  paffed  ‘  1 ' 
through  the  previous  ftages  without 
oppofition,  was  committed  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  where,  befidesfeve- 
ral  verbal  amendments,  two  new 
claufes  were  added  to  it :  the  firft, 
placing  under  the  controul  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  queen  all  the  pa¬ 
laces,  houfes,  gardens,  parks,  &c. 
poffeffed  by  his  majefty :  the  fecond 
committing  to  her  majefty  the  care 
of  all  the  royal  offspring  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one. 

This  day,  as  foon  as  the  p  , 
lords  were  affembled,  the  e  ’  1 
chancellor  rofe,  and  after  qbferving 
that  it  had  appeared  from  the  of¬ 
ficial  report  of  the  phyficians,  that 
his  majefty  had  been  for  fome  time 
in  a  ftate  of  convalefcence,  inform¬ 
ed  them,  that  the  accounts  juft  re¬ 
ceived  conveyed  the  happy  intelli¬ 
gence  that  that  improvement  was 
ftill  progrefiive  ;  an  information  he 
was  fure  whicft  wo,uld  prove  highly 
pleafing  to  every  man  in  the  king¬ 
dom.  In  this  fituation  of  things  he 
conceived  they  could  pot  poifibly 

proceed^ 
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proceed  upon  the  bill  before  them  ; 
and  therefore  moved,  that  their  lord- 
fhips  do  immediately  adjourn  to 
Tuefday  next. 

Before  the  queftion  was  put,  the 
duke  of  York  rofe,  and  addreffed 
the  houfe  in  words  to  the  following 
effect  :  “  I  trufc  your  lordfhips  will 
do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  that  no 
perfon  in  the  houfe  could  feel  equal 
pleafure  with  myfelf,  from  the  fa¬ 
vourable  account  which  the  noble 
lord  on  the  woolYack  has  given,  and 
the  motion  he  has  made  to  the 
houfe,  in  which  I  entirely  concur. 
— I  fhould  have  had  great  fa- 
tisfafhon  in  making  the  fame  com¬ 
munication  to  the  houfe,  if  I  had 
been  enabled  to  do  it  from  any  cer¬ 
tain  information.  I  thought  it  my 
duty  yefterday,  upon  the  favourable 
reports  given  to  the  public,  to  re 
quell;  to  be  admitted  to  hi#  majefty’s 
prefence  ;  — from  reafons  very  jufti- 
fiable,  I  have  no  doubt,  it  was  not 
thought  proper  that  I  fhould  have 
that  latisfo&ion. 

From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  my 
brother’s  fentiments,  though  I  can 
have  had  no  immediate  communi¬ 
cation  with  him  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
this  motion,  I  am  convinced  that  he 
will  feel  equal  if  not  greater  plea¬ 
fure  than  myfelf  at  the  hopes  of  his 
majefty’s  recovery,  as  it  muft  re¬ 
lieve  him  from  the  embarraftment 
of  the  fituation  in  which  the  bill 
would  have  placed  him,  which  no¬ 
thing  but  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  his  duty 
to  the  public  would  have  induced 
him  to  undertake.” 

Feb  *4  °n  tuefday  the  24th 
the  lord  chancellor  inform¬ 
ed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  on  that  day 
attended  his  majefty,  by  his  exprefs 
command,  and  had  found  him  per¬ 
fectly  recovered  j  but  that,  in  order 
to  bring  the  prefTure  of  public  af¬ 


fairs  as  gradually  as  poftible  upon 
his  mind,  he  fhould  propofe  an  ad¬ 
journment  to  the  Monday  following. 
— On  that  day  the  houfe  again  ad¬ 
journed^  to  Thurfday  the  5th  of 
March  ;  when  they  were  informed 
by  the  chancellor,  that  his  majefty 
would  lignify  his  further  pleafure  to 
both  houfes  on  the  Tuefday  follow¬ 
ing- 

Before  we  begin  our  narrative  of 
the  tranfaCtions  of  the  Britiih  par¬ 
liament  fubfequent  to  the  king’s  re¬ 
covery,  we  iliall  fubjoin  a  fliort  ac¬ 
count  of  the  proceedings  of  the  par-  • 
liament  of  Ireland  during  the  im¬ 
portant  period  which  has  io  long  oc¬ 
cupied  our  attention. 

The  feflions  was  opened  on  the 
5  th  of  February  by  the  marquis  of 
Buckingham,  who,  in  his  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  informed  the  two 
houfes  of  the  levere  indifpofttion 
with  which  the  king  was  afftiCled  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  acquainted 
them,  that  he  had  directed  all  ther 
documents  refpeCting  his  majefty’s 
health  which  could  alfifb  their  deli¬ 
berations  to  be  laid  before  them. 

As  foon  as  the  ufual  addrefs  was 
voted,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  the  fecre- 
tary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  moved 
the  houfe  of  commons,  “  that  the 
houfe  fhould  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  on  the  Monday  fe’nnight, 
to  take  into  conftderation  the  Itate 
of  his  majefty’s  health.”  As  the 
evident  dtfign  of  this  delay  was  to 
prevent  the  Iriili  parliament  from 
cording  to  any  refolutions  relative 
to  a  regency,  before  the  determina¬ 
tions  of  the  Britiili  parliament  could 
be  propofed  to  them  for  their  con¬ 
currence,  it  was  ftrongly  oppofed,  as 
derogatory  to  the  independance  of 
that  kingdom,  and  to  the  dignity 
and  credit  of  its  parliament.  Mr,  -• 
Grattan,  therefore,  propofed  that  the  „ 

houfe. 
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jhoufe  fhould  meet  on  the  next  Wed- 
iief day  ;  and  his  amendment,  after 
a  long  and  warm  debate,  in  which 
the  administration  of  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  was  animadverted  on  with  the 
greateft  feverity,  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  128  to  74. 

At  the  fame  time,  a  motion  xpade 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
for  proceeding  immediately  upon  the 
bufinefs  of  fupply,  preparatory  to  the 
palling  of  the  money  bills,  was  ne-^ 
gatived  ;  and  the  confideration  of 
fupply  put  oft  to  the  1 2th  of  February. 

OnWednefday  the  1  ith,  Mr.  Con¬ 
nolly  moved,  that  an  addrefs  Should, 
be  prefented  to  the  prince  of  Wales 
requelling  him  to  take  on  himfelf 
the  government  of  that  kingdom  as 
regent,  during  his  majefty’s  inca¬ 
pacity.  This  motion  gave  life  to 
a  long  and  violent  debate,  in  which 
the  attorney  general,  Mr.  Fitzgib- 
Lon,  now  chancellor  of  Ireland,  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  motion.  It  was 
Supported  by  Mr.  Grattan,  Mr. 
Ponfoirby,  Mr.  Curran,  and  other 
eminent  Speakers  j  and  was  ulti¬ 
mately  carried  without  a  division. 

On  Monday  the  1 6th,  the  houfe 
of  lords  being  met  puriuant  to  their 
laft  adjournment,  a  motion  for  a  fur¬ 
ther  adjournment  was  made,  and  re¬ 
jected.  The  earl  of  Charlemont 
then  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  Similar  to  that 
voted  by  the  commons  ;  which,  after 
fame  debate,  was  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  nineteen.  A  protefl  was 
entered,  Signed,  by  feventeen  lords*. 

On  Thurfday  the  19th,  both 
houfe?  waited  upon  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  with  their  addi  efs,  and  requell¬ 
ed  him  totranfmit  the  fame.  With 
this  requeft  his  excellency  refufed  to 
comply  ;  returning  for  anfwer,  that 

*  See  Sta 
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under  the  imprefliQns  he  felt  of  his 
official  duty,  and  of  the  oath  he  had 
taken,  he  did  not  confidfcr  himfelf 
warranted  to  lay  before  the  prince 
an  addrefs,  purporting  to  inveft  ni$ 
royal  highnefs  with  powers  to  take 
upen  him  the  government  of  that 
realm,  before  he  iliould  be  enabled 
by  law  fo  to  do  j  and  therefore  was 
obliged  to  decline  tranfmitting  their 
addrefs  to  Great  Bi  :t  .1? , 

Upon  the  return  of  the  commons 
to  their  own  houfe,  and  the  amwer 
of  the  lord  lieutenant  being  reported 
to  them,  Mr.  Grattan  obfervecl,  that 
in  a  cafe  fo  extremely  new,  it  would 
be  highly  improper  to  proceed  with 
hurry  or  precipitation  \  the  houfe 
was  called  upon  to  adt  with  dignity, 
hrmnefs  and  decifion ;  and  therefore, 
that  due  time  might  be  had  tor  de¬ 
liberation,  he  would  move  the  ques¬ 
tion  ofadjournmentj  the  queftion  was 
put  and  carried  without  oppofition. 

On  the  day  following  MrM'itz- 
herbert  moved,  that  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant’s  anfwer  be  entered  on  the 
journals. 

Mr.  Grattan  faid,  he  was  fat  is  5  ed 
to  let  the  anfwer  be  entered  on  the 
journals,  in  order  to  make  way  for 
fome  refolutions  which  he  intended 
to  propofe,  as  neceffary  to  carry  the 
intention  of  the  two  houfes  into  ef- 
fcFt,  and  as  a  vindication  of  their 
honour  and  couftitutional  conduCt. 

The  anfwer  being  entered  on  the 
journals,  Mr.  Grattan  moved,  “That 
iiis  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant 
having  thought  proper  to  decline  to 
tranfmit  to  his  royal  highnefs  George 
prince  of  Wales,  the  addrefs  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  a  competent 
number  of  members  be  appointed  by 
this  houfe  to  prefent  the  laid  addrefs 
to  his  royal  highnefs.” 

The  quciVion  qn  Mr.  Grattan  Vl 

;e  Papers.  x 


motion 


ho]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1789. 


motion  was  then  put,  and  palled 
without  any  divitioh ;  whereupon  he 
moved,  “  That  Mr.  Connolly  do 
attend  the  lords  with  the  faid  refo¬ 
lution,  and  acquaint  them,  that  this 
houfe  requeft  them  td  appoint 
members  of  their  own  body  to 
join  with  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
mons  in  prefenting  the  faid  ad- 
drefs.” 

This  alfb  palled  without  any  di- 
vifion  ;  and  Mr.  Conolly  went  up 
to  the  Lords  accordingly. 

The  melfage  received  in  reply 
was,  “  that  the  lords  had  concurred 
“  in  the  refolution  of  the  commons, 
44  and  had  appointed  his  grace  the 
44  duke  of  Leinlter  and  the  earl  of 
44  Charlemont  to  join  with  fuch 
44  members  as  the  commons  iliould 
44  appoint  to  prefent  the  addrefs  of 
“  both  houfes  to  his  royal  highnefs 
44  the  prince  of  Wales.” 

Mr.  Grattan  then  moved,  44  that 
44  the  right  honourable  Thomas 
4‘  Connolly,  right  honourable  J. 
cx  O’Neil,  right  honourable  W.  B. 
44  Ponfonby,  and  J.  Stewart,  Efq  ; 
44  iliould  be  appointed  commiffion- 
t*  ers  on  the  part  of  the  commons, 
44  for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  the 
44  addrels  to  nis  royal  highnefs  the 
44  prince  of  Wales,”  and  they  were 
appointed  accordingly. 

Thefe  motions  haying  pafted, 
Mr.  Grattan  then  moved,  “  that 

the  two  houfes  of  parliament 
44  had  difcharged  an  indifpenfable 
44  duty,  in  providing  for  the  third 
t4  eftjite  of  the  Irifti  conftitution 
*4  (rendered  incomplete  through  the 
44  king’s  incapacity)  by  appointing 
44  the  prince  of  Wales  regent  of 
44  Ireland.” 

The  motion  was,  oppofed  princi¬ 
pally  on  the  ground  of  its  being  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  foundation  of  a  vote 
of  cenfure  on  ?he  lord  lieutenant ; 


and  after  a  long  debate,  the  houfe 
divided,  forthequeftion  i^o,againif 
it  71. 

Mr*  Grattan,  after  fome  com¬ 
ments  oh  the  preceding  debate,  and 
the  decifion  of  the  houfe,  made  an¬ 
other  motion,  in  purport,  44  that  it 
44  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that 
44  the  anfwer  of  his  excellency  the 
44  lord  lieutenant  to  both  houfes,  in 
44  refilling  to  tranfmit  the  faid  ad~ 
44  drefs,  is  ilbadvifed,  and  tends  to 
44  convey  an  unwarrantable  and  un- 
44  conftitutional  cenfure  on  the  con- 
44  du6t  of  both  houfes.” 

The  attorney  general  moved,  as 
an  amendment,  to  preface  this  re¬ 
folution  with  the  following  words, 
44  that  this  houfe,  uninformed  of 
44  the  motive,  that  imprelfed  his 
44  excellency’s  mind,  and  unac- 
44  quaintedwith  his  private  inftruc- 
44  tions,  or  the  tenor  of  his  oath,” 
Sec. 

The  houfe  being  divided  on  this 
amendment,  there  appeared  for  it 
78,  againft  it  119, 

Capt.  Burgh  then  propofed  an 
amendment,  to  add  the  following 
words  to  the  original  refolution, 
44  Inafmuch  as  the  laid  lords  and 
44  commons  have  proceeded  to  ap- 
44  point  his  royal  highnefs,  &c.  il~ 
44  legally  and  unconftitutionally.” 
This  amendment  was  negatived 
\yithput  a  divifion. 

Mr.  Grattan’s  original  motion  qf 
cenfure  was  then  put  ;  on  which  the 
houfe  divided  ;  and  there  appeared 
for  the  motion  1 15,  againft  it  83. 

On  the  25th  the  report  of  the 
feveral  refolutioris  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  fupply  being  brought  up, 
and  that  which  provides  for  the 
payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt,  the  annuities,  and  eftar 
blidiments,  being  read,  Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan  propofed,  that  the  words  44  for 

;  44  two 
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“  two  months,  ending  the  26th  of 
“  May  1789,”  be  added. 

Upon  this  occafion,  Mr.  Brown- 
low  obferved,  that  though  no  party 
man,  he  thought  it  necefTary  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  caution.  Some  differ¬ 
ence  had  arifen  between  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  governor  and  the  two 
houses.  He  ilumld  never  forget 
the  affair  of  lord  Townfhend,  who 
prorogued  the  parliament,  and  pro- 
tefted  againft  their  proceedings,  for 
the  commons  exercifing  a  right  of 
originating  bills  of  fupply  ;  a  right 
in  which  lay  the  effence  of  all 
their  privileges.  What  lord  Townl- 
bend  did,  lord  Buckingham  might 
do,  if  they  pafFed  the  fupply  for  a 
year  ;  nay,  he  might  and  perhaps 
would  diifolve  them,  and  then  how 
could  they  look  at  their  conftitu- 
ents  ;  who  would  fay,  “  You  have 
4<  deferved  all  this  ;  for  when  we 
“  put  our  purfe  in  your  hands,  you 
“  foolilhly  let  go  the  firings  ?” 

The  attorney  general  faid,  that 
he  recolle&ed  the  event  referred  to 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  and 
remembered  too,  that  the  houfe 
voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  when 
they  next  met,  wrhich  addrefs  coft 
the  nation  half  a  million  of  money. 

On  the  queftion  put,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  amendment,  Ayes 
104,  Noes  85. 

Mr.  Grattan  then  moved,  that 
the  army  be  provided  for  but  to  the 
25th  of  May  ;  which  was  likewife 
carried,  Ayes  102,  Noes  77. 

The  committee  of  the  two 
houfes  arrived  in  London  on  the 
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25th,  and  the  day  following  pre- 
fented  their  addrefs  to  the  prince 
of  Wales  at  Carlton  Houfe.  As  the 
convalcfcent  Hate  of  his  majefly’s 
health  was  at  this  time  apparent,  his 
royal  highnefs,  after  returning  his 
warmeil  thanks,  for  the  addrefs,  and 
expreffing  the  fatisfa£tion  he  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  proof  it  afforded  of  their 
loyal  and  affectionate  attachment 
to  the  perfon  and  government  of 
the  king,  acquainted  them  with  the 
fortunate  change  that  had  taken 
place.  Within  a  few  days,  he 
hoped,  that  the  joyful  event  of  his 
majefly’s  refuming  his  government 
would  enable  him  to  give  them  a 
final  anlwer,  and  make  it  only  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  repeat  thole  fen- 
timents  of  gratitude  and  affeCtion 
to  the  loyal  and  generous  people 
of  Ireland,  which  he  felt  indelibly 
imprinted  on  his  heait. 

On  the  14th  of  March  the  lord 
lieutenant  went  in  (late  to  the  houfe 
of  peers ;  and  having  acquainted 
the  two  houfes  with  the  king’s  reco¬ 
very,  addreffes  of  congratulation 
were  immediately  voted  to  his 
majefty. 

On  the  23d,  the  members  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  prince  of  Wales,  be¬ 
ing  returned  to  Dublin,  reported 
to  the  two  houfes  the  final  anfwer 
of  his  royal  highnefs  [See  State 
Papers,  p.  315.];  which  was 
ordered  to  be  inferted  in  their 
journals,  and  an  addrefs  of  thanks 
was  voted. 
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commiflon  iffued  in  con  fequence  of  the  kings  recovery,  speech  of  tne 
comini Jfioners  to  the  two  houfes.  Addreffes  of,  thanks  and  congratulation. 
Mr.  Fox’s  obfirvations  upon  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  Ad¬ 
dreffes  to  the  queen.  Debate  on  the  ordnance  extraordinaries .  Queftion  of 

fortifying  the  Weft  India  Ijlands  difcufted  ;  plan  oppofed  by  general  Fur- 
goyne ,  Mr.  Court  enay,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  f upper  ted  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  cola- 
gel  Phipps.  Mr.  Beaufoys  bill  for  commemorating  the  revolution ,  gaffes  the 
houfe  of  commons,  rejefted  by  the  lords.  Mr.  Fox  moves  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fhofi  tax  ;  agreed  to  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Preamble  to  the  bill  of  repeal  objected . 
Reftrifiions  on  hawkers  and  pedlars  taken  off.  Meffage  from  the  ling  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  public  thank  (giving  day ,  and  the  refactions  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  thereon.  Mr.  Beaufoys  motion  for  repealing  the  Corporation  and  left, 
alls,  fupported  by  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  cox,  and  oppofed  by  lord  Nortrt 
and  Mr.  Pitt ;  loft  by  a  majority  of  only  2D.  The  earl  Stanhope  s  bill  for 
repealing  certain  penal  ftatutes  rejected  on  the  fecond  reading.  The  conft- 
deration  of  the  Jlave  trade  poftponed  to  the  next  feffions.  Mr.  Grenville 
made  fecret  ary  of  ft  ate,  and  Mr, Henry  Addington  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
commons.  Budget  opened.  Animadverftons  thereon.  Motion  by  Mr .  She - 
r  dan  for  a  new  committee  of  finance.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  i  786 
defended  by  Mr.  Grenville,  ~  Plan  opened  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  transferring  the 
tobacco  duties  to  the  excife.  Strong  oppofttion  made  to  it  by  the  manu fa  {hir¬ 
ers,  and  in  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Extraordinary  conduft  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor.  India  Budget  opened  by  Mr.  Dundas  ;  animadverted  on  by  Mr. 
Francis.  Bill  paffedto  enable  the  company  to  add  one  million  to  their  capital d 
Proceedings  relative  to  the  trial  of  Mr.  Raftings.  His  petition  to  the  houje 
of  commons ,  complaining  of  Mr.  Burke ;  proceedings  of  the  houfe,  and  re¬ 
flation  moved  thereon  f  Libel  on  the  houfe  of  commons,  ordered  to  be^proje- 
cuted.  Application  from  the  French  government  for  the  exportation  of  ft our , 
voted  inadmffible .  SeJJbns  prorogued. 


day 


the 


N  this 

commons,  with 
it  the  bar  of 


March  10. 

their  fpeaker 
the  houfe  of  lords,  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  informed  them,  that  his  ma- 


being 


jefty,  not  thinking  fit  to  be  then  pre- 
fent  in  his  royal  perfon,  had  cauied 
a  com  million  to  be  liiued,  autho¬ 
rizing  the  conmulhoners,  who  had 
been  appointed  by  former  letters 
patent  to  hold  that  parliament,  to 
enen  and  declare  certain  farther 
CAcfes  for  holding  th£  fame,  d  he 
commifiloh  being  read,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  addreffed  the  two  houfes  in 


the  name  of  the  commiffioners,  and 
acquainted  them,  that  his  majeity 
being  recovered  from  his  late  fevere 
indifpoiition,  and  enabled  to  attend 
the  public  affairs  of  his  kingdom, 
had  commanded  them  to  convey  his 
warmed:  acknowledgments  lor  the 
additional  proofs  which  they  had 
given  of  their  affectionate  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  perfon,  and  or  their 
zealous  concern  for  the  honour  and 
interefts  of  his  crown,  and  the  lCcu- 
rity  and  good  government  ol  his 
dominions^ 


That. 
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That  they  were  likewife  ordered 
by  his  majefty  to  acquaint  them, 
that,  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  fef 
fion,  he  had  concluded  a  treaty  of 
dtftfnfive  alliance  with  th editing  of 
Pruftin,  copies  of  which  would  be 
laid  before  them  ;  that  his  majefty’s 
endeavours  were  employed  during 
the  la  ft  Summer,  in  conjunction  with 
his  allies,  in  order  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  paftible,  the  cxtenfiqri  of 
hoftilities  in  the  north,  ancl  to  ma- 
nifeft  his  defire  of  affecting  a  ge¬ 
neral  pacification ;  that  no  opportu¬ 
nity  would  be  neglected  on  his  pert 
to  promote  this  falutary  object ;  and 
that  he  had,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
fatisfadtion  of  receiving  from  all  fo¬ 
reign  courts  continued  a  durances 
of  their  friendly  difpofitions  to  this 
country. 

The  houfe  of  commons  were  then 
told,  that  the  eftimates  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  year  would  forthwith  be  laid 
before  them  ;  and  that  his  majefty 
was  perfuaded  of  their  readinefs  to 
make  the  neceffary  provifions  for 
the  feveral  branches  of  the  public 
fervice. 

An  addrefs  of  congratulation  and 
thanks  was  moved  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  by  the  earl  of  C'hefterfield, 
and  feconded  by  the  earl  of  Cath- 
cart;  and  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
by  earl  Gower  and  Mr.  Yorke,  and 
voted  riem.  con. 

Some  doubts  were  exprefted  by 
lord  Stanhope,  refpeding  the  regu¬ 
larity  of  their  proceedings,  and 
their  not  having  his  rnnjefty’s  reco¬ 
very  afeertained  in  the  manner  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  regency  bill,  which  were 
over-ruled  by  the  lord  chancellor. 

In  the  lovver  houfe,  Mr.  Fox  ob- 
ferved,  that  though  the  praife  be¬ 
llowed  in  the  king’s  fpeech  upon 
the  late  proceedings  of  the  two 
houfes,  appeared  defigned' to  pr?- 
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vent  his  joining  in  the  addrefs,  yet 
he  ftiould  readily  do  fo,  confidering 
it  merely  as  the  minifter’s  eulogium 
on  himfelf.  That  it  was  to  be  con- 
ftdered  in  no  other  light  he  was  con¬ 
fident,  becaufe  it  fell  to  his  lot  to 
know  from  authority,  that  thofe  who 
could  alone  inform  his  majefty  of  the 
reafonsand  grounds  of  the  different 
opinions  and  do6lrines  which  had 
been  formed  and  maintained,  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  giving  him 
any  fuch  information  ;  and  he  knew 
his  majefty’s  fenfe  of  duty  and  re¬ 
gard  to  juftice  too  well,  to  believe, 
that,  withqut  any  explanation  on  the 
fubje<ft,  his  majefty  would  give  a  de¬ 
cided  opinion.  At  the  fame  time  he 
remarked,  that  on  fuch  a  day  as  that, 
he  conceived,  at  leaft,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  might  have 
been  kept  in  the  back  ground,  in 
order  to  let  his  majefty  ftand  for¬ 
ward  as  the  only  prominent  figure. 

An  addrefs  of  congratulation  to 
the  queen  was  alfo  propofed  by  the 
earl  of  Moreton  and  lord  Hawkef- 
bury,  and  by  the  marquis  of  Gra¬ 
ham  and  Mr.  Hamilton  in  the  lower 
houfe,  and  voted  unantmoufly. 

The  firft  fubjedt  of  de-  A/t  »  Q 
bate  that  occurred  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  was  a  motion  for 
a  fum  of  2 1 8, cool .  to  be  granted 
for  the  extraordinaries  of  the  ord¬ 
nance.  This  demand  was  made  in 
confequence  of  a  plan  formed  by 
the  mafter  general  for  fortifying,  to 
a  certain  extent,  the  Weft  India 
Iflands.  In  fupport  of  the  plan  it 
was  urp'ed,  that  the  iflands  in  their 
prefent  ftate,  were  expofed  defence- 
lefs  to  thefudden  attack  of  an  enemy; 
and  that  for  the  want  of  fuch  forti¬ 
fications,  feveral  of  them,  during 
the  laft  war,  were  captured  even 
while  our  fleets  were  fuperior  in  thofe 
feas ;  which  captures  wpuld  have 
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been  prevented,  had  the  iflands  been 
in  a  fituation  to  have  held  out  for  a 
ihort  time.  It  was  allowed  that  the 
iflands  muft  ultimately  depend  upon 
the  fleet,  but  that  the  combined 
ftrength  of  a  fleet,  and  of  forts, 
would  add  much  greater  fa’fety  to 
them  than  could  poflibly  be  expected 
from  a  fleet  alone,  which  could  not 
be  prefent  every  where  at  the  fame 
time. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  faid, 
that  in  iflands  where  there  were  but 
few  landing  places,  fortifications 
might  be  neceffary  in  order  to  guard, 
at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  againft 
lurprife  ;  but  that  fortifications  were 
no  defence  againft  the  enemy,  fo  as 
to  preferve  thofe  iflands  during  a 
courfe  of  war,  and  might  prove  a 
difadvantage  rather  than  an  advan¬ 
tage.  For  inftance,  fhould  an  enemy 
on  landing  threaten  a  commander 
of  a  garrifon,  that  if  he  did  not 
capitulate,  they  would  fet  fire  to  the 
ifland  and  burn  the  whole  of  it :  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  it  was  much  to  be 
doubted  whether  the  clamour  of  the 
planters,  their  threats  to  join  the 
enemy  fooner  than  have  their  plan  • 
rations  dtftroyed,  and  a  variety  of 
other  circumftances  might  not 
oblige  the  belt  officer  to  capitulate. 
But  fuppofing  an  ifland  was  taken, 
what  would  a  French  officer  fay, 
•when  called  upon  to  capitulate,  and 
threatened  with  the  devaflation  of 
the  ifland  ?  Hts  anfwer  would  be, 
“  In  the  name  of  mifchief  burn 
away !”  He  would  know  that  at 
the  end  of  the  war  in  all  probability 
the  ifland  would  be  .  rtftored  by 
France  to  Great  Britain,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  lefs  valuable  it  was  ren¬ 
dered,  the  better.  Fortifications, 
therefore,  would  in  effeQ,  prove  a 
diflervice  to  us,  and  an  advantage 
to  the  enemy,  b'ecaufe  it  was  '  ey  l- 
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dent  we  could  not  ufe  the  fame 
means  of  regaining  an  ifland  as  the 
enemy  might  refort  to  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  its  furrender. 

The  plan  was  further  objected  to,, 
on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of 
the  expence  attending  it,  and  the 
number  of  additional  troops  it  would 
require.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  ftated  the  amount  of 
the  expence  at  about  1  Bcgoool. ;  but 
he  had  at  the  fame  time  faid,  he 
could  only  guefs  that  it  would  be 
about  the  fum  that  he  had  mention¬ 
ed,  but  it  was  impofllble  for  him 
to  afeertain  it.  Before  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  vote  io  enormous  an  ex- 
penee,  they  ought  to  have  the  tfti- 
mates  upon  the  table,  and  fhould  be 
prepared  to  vote  next  year  an  in— 
creafeof  men  to  double,  perhaps  to 
treble,  the  number  now  voted  for 
the  defence  of  the  Well:  India 
Iflands ;  not  to  mention  that  the 
climate  of  that  country  was  fo  un¬ 
healthy,  that  it  was  generally  deem¬ 
ed  the  grave  of  the  Britifh  foldier ; 
it  often  happening  that  one-third  of 
the  troops  fent  there  died  within 
three  months,  another  part  were  in 
the  hofpital,  and  not  more  than  a 
third  were  capable  of  anfwering  the 
mufter  roll  and  doing  duty. 

In  reply  to  thefe  objections  it  was 
urged,  that  fortifications  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  of  ufe  againft  a  coup  cle 
niainy  in  iflands  where  there  were  but 
few  landing  places,  and  that  this  was 
the  cafe  in  almoft  every  ifland  in  the 
Vv  eft  Indies.  Few  of  them  had 
landing  places  but  on  one  fide  of  the 
ifland,  in  confequence  of  the  trade 
winds,  which  blew  fo  ftrong  in  thofe 
leas,  that  fhips  could  not  make  the 
flume  on  the  leeward  fide,  and  the 
more  efpecially,  as  the  coaft  ofmoft 
of  thofe  iflands  was  exceedingly 
racky  and  dangerous.  Asa  farther 

proof 
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proof  of  th  e  u.fe.of  Fortifications,  the 
circuinftances  of  the  capture  of  the 
ifland  of  Martinique,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  war  before  the  laft,  was 
mentioned.  That  ifland  had  then 
been  attacked  by  1 5,000  men,  and  it 
was  almoft  a  year  before  they  co.uld 
obtain  a  capitulation,  tho’  garrifoned 
by  only  800  men.  With  refpeft  to 
the  devaftation  of  plantation,  if  the 
planters  were  fo  little  our  friends  as 
to  wifli  to  go  over  to  our  enemies, 
the  fortifications  were  of  ufe,  by 
enabling  the  commander,  even  in 
fpite  of  the  planters  themfelves,  to 
holdout,  and  preferve  the  ifland  till 
affiftance  could  be  given  by  our 
fleets. 

The  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate 
had  been  infilled  upon  ;  but  this  cir- 
cumflance,  it  was  faid,  furniflhed  an 
argument  in  favour  of  preferving 
ftationary  garrifons  in  thofe  iflands  : 
becaufe,  much  depended  on  the  fea- 
foning  of  the  troops  there  employ¬ 
ed.  The  60th  regiment,  for  in- 
ftance,  which  was  kept  there,  and 
by  long  habit  was  fully  feafoned  to 
the  climate,  was  found  infinitely 
more  ferviceable  than  twice  the 
number  of  other  troops.  As  to  the 
number  that  might  be  required  in 
the  whole, it  was  lufficient  to  anfwer, 
that  during  peace  the  prefent  efla- 
bliflunent  would  be  fufficient  ;  and 
that  in  cafe  of  war,  a  fmaller  num¬ 
ber,  with  the  advantage  of  fortifi¬ 
cations,  would  doubtlels  dc  more 
ferviceable  than  a  much  larger  with¬ 
out. 

The  fpeakers  in  fupport  of  the 
plan  of  fortification,  were  Mr.  Pitt 
and  colonel  Phipps  $  in  oppofition  to 
it,  general  Burgoyne,  Mr.  Courte¬ 
nay,  and  Mr.  Sheridan. — The  refa¬ 
ction  for  granting  the  fum  d  miand- 
ed  was  voted  without  a  divifion. 

Vo l.  XXXI. 
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°n  this  day  a  motion  March 
was  made  by  Mr.  Beau- 
foy,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill. 
To  eftablifh  a  perpetual  anniver- 
fary  tfiankfgiving  to  Almighty 
God,  for  having,  by  the  glorious 
revolution,  delivered  this  nation 
from  arbitrary  power,  and  to  com¬ 
memorate  annually  the  cohfifma-. 
tion  of  the  people’s  rights.”*—* 
After  a  long  eulogium  upon  the  re  - 
volution,  Mr.  Beaufoy  added,  that 
if  the  Floufe  fhould  approve  of  the 
motion,  he  would  propofe  that  the 
bill  fhould  contain  that  brief  but 
comprehenfive  abflraft  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people,  which 
is  exhibited  in  the  bill  of  rights,  and 
fhould  be  annually  read  in  our 
churches  as  a  part  of  the  lervice  of 
the  clay. 

The  motion  was  feconded  bv  lord 
Muncafter,  and  oppofed  by  fir  Ri¬ 
chard  Hill  as  unneceffary,  that  event 
being  exprefsly  commemorated  in 
the  form  of  prayer  appointed  for 
the  fifth  of  November.  The  mo¬ 
tion,  however,  was  agreed  to,  and 
tfie  bill  palled,  and  was  carried  to 
the  lords  ;  where  it  was  rejected  on 
the  fird  reading,  after  a  fhort  con- 
verfation,  in  which  the  bifhop  of 
Bangor  pointed  out  the  fevcral  parts 
of  the  fervice  of  the  fifth  of  No¬ 
vember,  which  had  Teen  added  and 
altered  for  yhe  purpofe  of  comme¬ 
morating  the  revolution. 

On  the  fecond  of  April,  »  *j 
Mr.  Fox  renewed  his  an-  * 

nual  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the 
fliop  tax.  He  began  with  remark¬ 
ing,  that  in  the  various  debates  that 
had  taken  place  upon  it  year  after 
vear,  the  enemies  of  this  tax  and  its 
fupporters  met  each  other  on  this 
fad  iffue.  The  latter  contended  that 
it  was  not  a  tax  which  was  ulti- 
t  %  |  mately 
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ftiately  to  fall  upon  the  fhop- keepers, 
but  upon  their  cuftomers ;  whilft  the 
former  maintained  that  it  was  actu¬ 
ally  a  perfonal  tax,  which  could  not 
poftibly  be  drawn  from  the  cuftom¬ 
ers,  and  which  muft  of  courfe  fall 
upon  the  fhop  keepers.  Both  (ides 
admitted  that  according  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  on  which  the  tax  was  impofed, 
the  fhop-kceper  was  to  pay  it  in  the 
firft  inftance,  but  was  afterwards  to 
reimburfe  himfelf  by  charging  it  on 
the  goods  fold  by  him  to  his  cuf¬ 
tomers.  Both  (ides  differ  upon  the 
matter  of  faCt,  whether  the  fhop- 
keeper  could  in  reality  reimburfe 
himfelf  at  all ;  one  fide  infiftingthat 
he  could,  the  other  ftrenuoufly  main¬ 
taining  that  he  could  not. 

Mr.  Fox  then  faid,  that  he  conft- 
dered  the  perfeverance  of  the  fhop- 
keepers  in  praying  for  a  repeal  of  it, 
as  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  the 
tax  lay  entirely  upon  them  ;  for  men 
would  not  give  themfelves  and  par¬ 
liament  fo  much  trouble,  to  feek  re¬ 
lief  from  the  burden  of  a  tax,  which 
it  was  in  their  power  to  throw  upon 
the  {boulders  of  others.  The  fhop- 
keepers  of  London, Weftminfter,  and 
mf  Southwark  were  moft  liable  to 
the  oppreffion  of  this  tax,  and,  con- 
fequently,  belt  enabled  to  judge 
whether  they  felt  it  to  be  opprdlive 
«r  not ;  and  they  had  unanimoufly, 
fteadily,  and  unremittingly  oppofed 
the  tax,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
oppreiTive  to  an  intolerable  de- 
gree. 

Amongft  other  objections  to  the 
tax,  he  ffated  that,  after  three  years 
continuance,  it  did  not  appear  to  be 
a  growing  tax  ;  pn  the  contrary,  it 
was  evident,  from  the  papers  before 
the  houfe,  that  the  produce  of  the  tax 
in  Weftminfter  alone,  for  the  laft 
year,  fell  four  thoufand pounds  ihort 
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of  the  produce  ofthe  tax  in  Weftmin¬ 
fter  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  rofe,  and  faid,  that  though  he 
confidered  it  to  be  his  duty,  gene¬ 
rally,  to  relift  any  attempt  to  decreafe 
the  revenue  by  the  repeal  of  taxes, 
objected  to  by  perfons  who  were  moft 
likely  to  be  affeCted  by  them,  and 
though,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  as  far 
as  argument  went,  he  had  heard  no¬ 
thing  to  induce  him  to  change  his 
own  fentiments,  yet,  when  he  found 
thofe  fentiments  contradicted  by  the 
pofitive  affertions  of  thofe  who  had 
tried  the  effeCt  of  the  tax  during  the 
fpace  of  three  years,  and  obferved 
the  general  concurrence  of  all  of 
that  defeription,  he  thought  it  no 
longer  proper  to  oppofe  to  their  feel¬ 
ings  arid  experience  any  opinions  of 
his  own  mind  founded  on  theory, 
and  therefore  he  lliould  not  refill 
the  motion. 

The  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
{hop  tax,  being  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Fox,  thepreamble,  inwhichthat  tax 
was  ffated  to  have  been  found  par¬ 
tial  and  oppreffive,  and  contrary  to 
juft  principles  of  taxation,  was  ob¬ 
jected  to  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  moved 
that  thofe  words  fhould  be  left  out, 
and  the  following  inferted  in  their 
room,  “  whereas  it  is  expedient  to 
repeal.”  Mr.  Fox  remarked  upon 
this  oppofition,  that  he  believed  the 
words  objected  to,  or  words  to  that 
effect,  had  been  ufed  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf ;  that 
however  he  fhould  not  prefs  for  a 
divifion  of  the  houfe  upon  the  fub- 
jeCt. 

Tn  confequence  of  the  repeal  of, 
fhe  fhop  tax,  the  additional  tax  and 
reftriCtions  which  had  been  laid  upn 
hawkers  and  pedlars  were  alfo,  upon 
a  motion  of  Mr.  DempfterV,  taken  off. 

Mr. 
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*  t  a  -i  Mr.  Pitt  acquainted 
5th  April.  ,  ,  .  r  ,  \ 

r  the  home,  that  he  was 

commanded  by  his  majefty  to  in¬ 
form  this  houfe*  that  his  majefty 
has  appointed  Thurfday,  the  23d  of 
this  inftant  April,  to  be  obferved  as 
a  day  of  public  thankfgiving  10  Al¬ 
mighty  God*  for  that  hgnal  inter- 
pofition  of  his  good  providence* 
-which  hath  removed  from  his  ina- 
jefty  the  late  illnefs  with  which  he 
hath  been  afBibted  ;  and  for  the 
greater  folemnity  of  that  day,  his 
majefty  will  go  to  Saint  Paul’s 
church,  to  return  thanks  to  Al¬ 
mighty  God  for  the  great  mercy 
which  hath  been  extended  to  him  ; 
and  his  majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to 
give  the  neceftary  orders  for  provid¬ 
ing  convenient  places  in  the  faid 
cathedral  for  the  members  of  this 
houfe.  Upon  which  it  was  refolved, 
“  That  the  humble  thanks  of  this 
houfe  be  returned  to  his  majefty,  for 
his  majefty’s  gracious  favour  in  com¬ 
municating  to  this  houfe  his  intention 
of  going  to  Saint  Paul’s  church 
Upon  the  day  of  thankfgiving  ap¬ 
pointed  by  his  majefty,  and  for  hav¬ 
ing  been  pleafed  to  give  orders  for 
providing  convenient  places  in  the 
faid  cathedral  for  the  members  of 
this  houfe.” 

Ordered,  “  That  the  thanks  of 
this  houfe  be  returned  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  by  fuch  members  of  this  houfe 
as  are  of  his  riiajefty’s  moft  honour- 
table  privy  council.” 

Refolved,  u  That  this  houfe  will 
attend,  as  an  houfe,  in  Saint  Paul’s 
church,  upon  the  day  appointed  lor 
a  public  thankfgiving.” 

Ordered,  “  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  conlider  of  the  manner 
Of  this  houfe  going  to  Saint  Paul’s 
church,  on  Thurfday  the  23d  day 
of  this  inftant  April,  and  of  iuch  re¬ 
gulations  as  may  be  neceftary  to  W 
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obferved  for  the  prefervation  of  or¬ 
der  upon  that  occafion.” 

And  a  committee  was  appointed 
accordingly. 

On  this  day  Mr.  Beau-  q  M 
foy  m#ved  the  houfe  for  a  " 
committee  to  take  into  confideration 
fo  much  of  the  Teft  and  Corporation 
a£ts  as, related  to  proteftant  diffent- 
ers.  He  opened  his  fpeech  with  an 
account  of  thereafons  which  had  in¬ 
duced  the  diftenters  to  renew  their 
applications  to  parliament ;  and  with 
a  few  remarks  on  the  temperate  con¬ 
duct  which  had  diftinguiflied  their 
proceedings.  He  was  perfectly  a- 
y/are,  that  among  them,  as  in  all  larg« 
focieties,  intemperate  individuals 
might  be  found  5  but  that  to  impute 
to  diftenters  the  unauthorifed  lan- 
'  guage  and  unfanCtioned  afperities 
of  iuch  men,  would  be  as  abfurd  as 
to  expert  that  in  a  large  multitude 
no  man  of  a  peculiar  call  of  mind, 
who  meafured  all  opinions  by  a 
ftandard  of  his  own,  was  ever 
to  be  found.  It  is  Only  by  die 
tenOr  and  general  fjpirit  of  their 
conduct  that  large  focieties  can 
ever  be  juiily  tried  ;  and  meafured 
by  that  ftandard,  whether  as  faith¬ 
ful  and  affectionate  fupporters  of  h  is 
majefty’s  illuftrioits  houfe,  or  as  ci¬ 
tizens  zealoufly  attached  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  or  as  proteftants  who  in 
doubtful  and  difficult  emergencies, 
have  proved  thenTelves  friends  to 
the  eftablifhed  church, the  diftenters, 
he  faid,  would  be  found  on  a  level 
with  the  moft  diftinguiflied  of  their 
fellow  fubjeCts.  He  then  proceeded 
toftate  the  fame  arguments  In  favour 
of  a  repeal  of  the  aCts  complained 
of,  which  he  had  before  Urged  in 
the  year  1  787,  and  which,  having 
already  given  the  fubftance  of 
them,,  it  is  unneceflary  for  us  now  to 
repeat. 

'  [K]  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Beaufoy’s  motion  was  oppofed 
in  a  long  and  able  fpeech  by  lord 
North,  and  fupported  by  Mr.  Smith 
(member  for  Sudbury)  and  by  Mr. 
Fox  ;  the  latter  of  whom,  in  anfwer 
to  the  argument,  that  the  admiffion 
to  offices  of  truft  and  power,  of 
perfons  entertaining  opinions  con¬ 
trary  to  thofe  of  the  eftablifhed 
church,  might  endanger  itseftablifh- 
ment,  contended  with  great  ingenu¬ 
ity  that  it  was  unjuft  and  tyrannical 
to  infer  the  future  conduct  of  men 
from  the  fpeciilative  opinions  they 
entertained ;  afid  ftill  more  fo,  to 
make  that  inference  the  ground  of 
previous  puniiliment.  Mr.  Pitt  replied 
to  Mr.  Fox,  and  argued,  that  go¬ 
vernment  had  a  right  to  prevent  any 
civil  inconvenience  which  fuch  opi¬ 
nions  might  produce,  without  wait¬ 
ing  till  by  their  being  carried  into 
action,  the  inconvenience  had  adtu- 
allyarifen.  He  confideredthe'eftab- 
li/lied  church  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  country,  and  the  adts 
in  queftion  as  juftifiable  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  felf-defence.  They  had 
now  exifted  for  above  a  century,  and 
had  ever, been  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  props  and  bulwarks  of  the  con- 
ftitntion.  He  fpoke  of  the  great 
quiet  that  obtained  at  prefent  rela¬ 
tive  to  religious  difference's  jandfaid, 
if  there  was  any  thing  that  could  in¬ 
terrupt  th  e  harmony  and  moderation 
which  iubfifted  between  fedts,  once 
contending  with  great  virulence  and 
afperity,  it  would  be  by  awakening 
a  competition,  and  re- kindling  the 
Iparks  of  ancient  aniinofity,  which 
mutual  forbea  ranee  had  aim  oft'  ftifled 
and  extiriguilhed. 

O 

The  hoiife  at  length  divided  ; 
when  there  appeared  for  the  motion 
102,  againft  it  122. 

Soon  alter  this  debate,  the  earl 
Stanhope,  in  the  upper  houfe,  movetj* 


GISTER,  17S9. 

for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  41  for  re¬ 
lieving  members  of  the  church  of 
England  from  fundry  penalties  and 
disabilities,  to  which  by  the  laws  now* 
in  force  they  may  be  liable,  and  fo? 
extending  freedom  in  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion  to  all  perfons  (papifts  only  ex¬ 
cepted),  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned.” 

As  the  foundation  of  this  bill  be 
laid  before  their  lordfhips  an  account 
of  all  the  penal  laws,  whether  exift- 
ing,  obfolete  or  repealed,  which  had 
been  enadted  from  the  earlieft  times, 
upon  matters  of  religion,  forcery, 
and  various  other  fubjedb ;  and  urg¬ 
ed  the  injuftice  as  well  as  difgracc 
of  fuffering  them  to  remain  any  lon¬ 
ger  amongft  our  ftatutes. 

The  bill,  which  was  rejected  on 
the  fecond  reading, beftdes  repealing 
all  the  afore-mentioned  ftatutes,  en¬ 
abled,  that  all  perfons  (papifts,  on 
account  of  their  perfecuting  and  dan¬ 
gerous  principles  only  excepted) 
mall  have  free  liberty  to  exercife 
their  religion ;  and  by  fpeaking, 
writing,  printing,  and  publishing,  or 
by  all  or  any  of  the  faid  ways  or 
means,  to  inveftigate  religious  fub- 
jedls  ;  and  by  preaching  and  teach¬ 
ing  to  inftrudt  perfons  in  the  duties 
of  religion,  in  fuch  manner  as  every 
fuch  perfon  refpedtively  fhall  judge 
the  moft  conducive  to  promote  vir¬ 
tue,  the  happinefs  of  focietv,  and 
the  eternal  felicity  of  mawkind. 

The  bill  was  oppofed  by  the  arch 
blftiop  ofCanterbury,and  the  bidhops 
of  Bangor, St. Afaph, and  St.  David’s. 
They  admitted  that'll  revifton  of  the 
penal  acts  in  queftion  might  be  ne*- 
ceftary;  but  they  objected  to  the  bill, 
on  account  of  the  extent  to  which  it 
went,  and  the  wide  door  it  opened  to 
every  fpecies  of  licentioufnefs  and 
irreligiop. 


The 
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,  « r  .  The  confiderattcn  of 
1  ztn  1  ’  the  (lave  trade,  which  in 

conformity  to  a  refolution  palled  by 
the  houfe  of  commons  laft  year, 
ought  to  have  been  refumed  early  in 
the  prefent  feffions,  was,  on  account 
of  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the 
times,  deferred  till  the  1 2th  of  May. 
A  large  and  elaborate  report  from 
the  privy  council  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  feveral  petitions,  both  for 
and  againft  the  propofed  abolition 
of  the  trade,  were  prefented  to  the 
houfe.  As  this  fubjed  has  fmce  un¬ 
dergone  a  more  complete  inveftiga- 
tion,  than  the  materials  then  in  the 
pofteffion  of  the  houfe  enabled  them 
to  accompliili,  and  will  confequently 
pome  again  under  our  notice,  we 
fhall  beg  leave  to  refer  our  readers 
for  the  prefent  to  the  twelve  refolu- 
tions  which  were  prefented  by  Mr. 
Wilberforce  to  the  houfe,  and  which 
they  will  find  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Chronicle,  page  268.  Thefe  refo- 
lutions  were  founded  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  and  were  introduced  by  Mr. 
\Vilberforce  in  a  fpeech  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  merit.  The  houfe  afterwards 
fat  for  fome  days  in  a  committee,  to 
hear  the  evidence  offered  by  the  pe¬ 
titioners  interefted  in  the  ffave  trade  ; 
and  after  fome  progrefs  therein,  ad¬ 
journed  the  further  confideration  of 
the  matter  to  the  next  feffions.  The 
bill  brought  in  by  Sir  William  Dol- 
ben,  for  regulating  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  (laves  from  Africa  to  the 
Weft  India  iflands,  was  by  another 
ad  continued  and  amended. 

Early  in  the  month  of  June,  lord 
Sydney  refigned  the  office  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  in  the  home  department, 
and  Mr.  Grenville  was  immediately 
appointed  in  his  room.  This  again 
occafioned  a  vacancy  in  the  chair  of 
th$.  houfe  of  commons,  which  was 
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fupplied  by  Mr.  Henry  Addington. 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  was  again  pro¬ 
pofed  for  that  high  office,  and  his 
claims  fupported  not  without  foraqp 
remarks  on  the  overbearing  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  minifter,  and  the  youth 
and  inexperience  of  Sir  Gilbert’s 
competitor.  The  houfe  divided  on 
the  quell  ion  ;  when  there  appeared 
for  Mr.  Addington  2 1  5,  for  Sir  Gil¬ 
bert  Elliot  142. 

On  the  10th  of  June  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  opened  the 
budget  for  the  year.  He  ftated  the 
total  of  the  lupplies  voted  for  the 
current  year  to  be  5,730,000).  ex- 
clufive  of  the  annual  account  of  re¬ 
newed  exchequer  bills.  As  ways  and 
means  to  provide  for  this  fupply, 
he  took  the  land  and  malt  tax  at 
2,750,000! ;  aloan  of  i,ooo,oool. ; 
profits  on  a  lottery,  271,000.1.  ;  by 
fhort  annuities,  191,000! ;  from  the 
confolidated  fund,  1,530,000b  — 
making  in  all  5,742,000!. 

The  firft  queftion  that  naturally 
occurred  upon  this  ftatement,  was, 
whether  the  confolidated  fund  was 
equal  to  the  payment  charged  upon 
it  ?  He  faid,  the  average  produce 
of  the  two  laft  years  of  all  the  taxes 
was  12,478,000 1.  The  year  pre¬ 
ceding  thofe  had  indeed  fallen  fliort 
300,000!.  but  that  this  was  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  from  peculiar  circum¬ 
ftances  |  and  there  was  no  doubt  that 
the  prefent  and  future  years  would 
exceed  that  average.  The  perma¬ 
nent  charges  on  this  fund,  confiding 
of  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt, 
charges  of  management,  civil  lift, 
and  a  million  to  be  laid  out  in 
purchafe  of  flock,  amounted  to 
11,278,000b  leaving  a  furplus  of 
1 ,700, pool. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  applied  thefe  fads 
to  the  two  objeds.  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  finance,  in  1 786,  had  par- 

[  K  ]  3  tic4Urly 
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ticularly  under  confideration  ;  firft, 
whether  we  could  pay  the  extraor- 
dihiry  expences  which  muft  accrue 
before  we  arrived  at  a  regular 
peace  eftablifliment,  without  a  loan  ? 
—and  next,  whetherthe  revenue  was 
equal  to  the  fum  ftated  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  accounts  as  neceftary  to 
pay  the  annual  eftablilhments,  and 
the  intereft  of  the  public  debt,  and 
to  have  a  furplus  of  one  million  an¬ 
nually  towards  its  liquidation  $ 
From  1786  \ye  had  raifed  no 
money  by  loan  ;  it  was  now  pro- 
pofed  to  raife  one  million  ;  and  we 
had  fince  that  time  increafed  the 
navy  debt  500,000b  But  what 
had  been  the  extraordinary  ex¬ 
igences  fince  that  time  ?.  We  had 
paid  3,500,000b  above  the  average 
peace  eftabliftunent ;  we  had  paid, 
belides,  852,000b  to  the  loyalifts  ; 
216,000!.  for  the  prince  of  Wales’s 
debts;  2io,oo#b  for  the  debts  of 
the  civil  lift  ;  and  253,000b  for  the 
expence  of  the  armament  laft  year  : 
which  fums,  taken  together,  were 
equal  to  the  additional  navy  debt 
incurred,  and  the  million  now  to  be 
borrowed.  So  that  although  in 
three  years  3,500,000b  had  been 
paid  above  the  calculation  of  the 
committee,  and  3,750,000b  for  the 
redu6tion  of  the  national  debt,  with 
which  above  four  millions  of  debt 
had  been  actually  paid,  and  1 20,000! . 
brought  annually  to  the  finking 
fund,  had  it  not  been  for  thofe  un-' 
forefeen  expences  we  fbonld  not  only 
have  been  able  to  provide  for  the 
extraordinary  million  wanted  this 
year  without  any  additional  burden 
on  the  people,  but  we  ihould  not 
even  have  wanted  a  fubftitute  for 
the  Ibop  tax.  Under  thofe  eircum- 
ftances,  he  might  congratulate  the 
country,  that  the  hopes  which  he 
had  entertained  were  well  founded. 


and  that  the  calculations  of  the 
committee  had  been  verified  to  a 
degree  of  accuracy  feldom  to  be 
expected  in  fuch  calculations. 

His  next  ftatement  was  that  of  the 
permanent  income.  It  had  been 
declared  by  the  fame  committee, 
that  15,500,0001.  revenue  was  ne- 
cefiary  to  defray  the  annual  ex¬ 
pences,  and  leave  one  million  to  be 
applied  to  the  reduction  ot  the  debt. 
How  did  it  Hand  at  prefent  ?  On  an 
average  of  the  laft  two  years  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  (including  the  land 
and  malt  tax)  1 5,578,000b  nearly 
exceeding  by  1  op, 000b  what  the 
committee  had  thought  to  be  necef- 
fary.  There  was,  therefore,  no  dis¬ 
appointment  with  regard  to  the  per¬ 
manent  income.  It  was.  not  then  ne- 
peftary  to  fay  much  to  convince  the 
committee  that  the  finances  were 
in  as  pood  a  fituation  as  there  ever 

O  . 

had  been  any  .reafon  held  out  to 
expert  ?  lie  had  neither  been  accef- 
fary  to  deceiving  the  public,  nor 
been  deceived  himfelf ;  and  the 
new  burdens  to  be  impofed  ought 
to  be  borne  with  as  much  cheer- 
fulnefs  as  any  which  were  impoled 
on  fair  grounds,  and  for  neceifary 
purpofes. 

The  million  to  be  raifed  by  loan 
he  meant  to  borrow  upon  annuities 
with  benefit  of  furvivorfhip ;  by 
which  means,  in  time,  it  muft  ex- 
tinguifh  itfelf,  and  no  addition  be 
made  to  the  public  debt.  Calcu¬ 
lating  on  the  moft  approved  tables 
of  lives,  and  reckoning  the  intereft 
of  money  from  the  three  per  cents, 
at  about  four  per  cent,  he  had  found 
that  the  intereft  on  the  whole  would; 
be  about  4b  10s.  per  cent.  The 
perfons  who  agreed  for  the  whole, 
had  allowed  a  final  1  premium  of 
2, 5 ©oh  It  was  part  of  the  terms 
that  no  more  than  ioooh  a  year 

fhould 
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fliould  ever  be  received  on  the  fum 
of  look  a  matter  not  of  much  con¬ 
sequence  perhaps,  but  as  it  might 
guard  againft  any  uncommon  length 
of  furvivorfhip,  fo  far  it  was  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  public.  The  fubfcribers 
were  divided  into  fix  chiles,  and  it 
was  computed  that  an  equal  fum 
would  be  fubfcribed  by  each  ;  but  as 
more  of  one  might  offer  th'an  of  any 
other,  the  contractors  were  not  to  be 
confined  on  this  head.  The  intereft, 
therefore,  could  not  be  precifely  af- 
certained  till  the  fubfcription  was 
full,  but  might  be  taken  at  44,750k 
To  re- place  the  fum  lent  from 
the  civil  lift,  he  meant  to  raife 
1 91, ©ool.  *  by  fhort  annuities, 
which  the  inftalments  received  in 
payment  would  anfwer  ;  and  in  do¬ 
ing  this  he  had  made  an  economical 
bargain  for  the  public. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  year  the  fhop  tax  had  produced 
about  56,000k  which,  with  the  ton¬ 
tine  annuities,  would  make  nearly 
1  oo,oool.  to  be  raifed  by  new  taxes. 
To  do  this  he  propofed  an  augmen¬ 
tation  of  certain  ftamp  duties,  ilk. 
An  additional  halfpenny  on  every 
newfpaper,  which  would  produce 
28,000k  ;  fixpence  additional  on 
each  advertifement,  9000k  ;  fix- 
pence  additional  on  cards  and  dice, 
9000k  ;  an  additional  duty  on  pro¬ 
bates,  of  wills,  in  proportion  to  the 
fum  bequeathed,  1 8,261  h  j  on  lega¬ 
cies  to.  collateral  relations,  5000I ; 
making  in,  all,  by  ftamp  duties, 
69,261k  On  horfes  and  carriages*., 
—On  one  carriage  an  additional  of 
one  eighth  of  the  p.refent  d.uty  ;  oj\ 
two  an  additional  of  one  pound  for 
the  firft,  and  of  two, for  the  fecond  ; 
on  three  or  more,  one  pound  for  the 


firft,  and  three  for  all  the  reft  :  on 
two  horfes  no  addition  for  the  firft, 
but  five  iliillings  for  the  fecond  ;  on 
three,  four,  or  five  horfes,  feven  and 
fixpence  for  all  above  one  ;  on  more 
than  five,  ten  iliillings  ;  making  in 
all,  with  the  additional  ftamp  duties, 
about  1 1 1, 000k 

To  this  ftatement  of  the  finances 
many  weighty  objections  were  made 
— It  was  urged  in  general,  that  the 
neceftity  they  were  then  under,  of 
having  recourfe  to  new  loans  and 
new  taxes  after  a  period  of  fi8T 
years  peace,  was  itfelf  a  fufficient 
proof  that  our  finances  were  not  in 
the  condition  they  were  reprefented 
to  be.  The  unforefeen  contingen¬ 
cies  of  expence,  which  had  been 
alledged  as  the  caufe  of  the  prefent 
difficulty,  could  not  be  calculated  at 
more  than  6©o,oook,  that  is,  for 
three  years,  200,000k  a  year  ;  for 
-the  loyaiifts.  had  been  paid  by  lot¬ 
teries,  and  the  3,500,000k  ftated 
to  be  the  excefs  above  the  regular 
peace  eftabli/lied,  only  proved  that 
the  original  eftimate  was  deluftve, 
and  that  the  eftablifiiment  was  taken 
too  law-— It  was  b.oafted  that  three 
millions  of  the  national  debt  had 
been  difcharged — But  on  the  other 
hand,  befides  the  increafed  navy 
debt  -of’  500,000k  one  million,  of 
additional  exchequer  bills  had,  been 
iffyed',  another  million  was  now  to* 
be  borrowed^  and  two. millions  had 
been  received  from  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  So;  that  w.ith  the  afilf- 
tance  of  four  millions,  the  minifter 
had,  fucceed  in  the  notable  attempt 
of  paying  three  millions  of  national 
debt. -r— Mr.  Sheridan  pledged  him- 
felf  that  thefe  fads  would  be  found 
true,  if  Mr.  Pitt  would  copfent  that 


*  This  fum  had  been  lent  to  the  Dutch. government,  and  was  te  be  re-: 
paid  by  i,nftalnaents. 


m  4 


the 


152] 


ANNUAL  R 


the  whole  bufinefs  fhould  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  new  committee,  fuch  a 
one  as  might  eafily  be  obtained  in 
that  houfe,  of  independent  mem¬ 
bers,  ehofen  indifferently,  and  not 
filch  a  committee  as  made  the  re¬ 
port,  upon  which  the  mmifter  found¬ 
ed  all  ills  arguments  in  his  own 
favour,  and  to  which,  upon  all 
occaffons,  he  retreated  for  protec¬ 
tion. 

The  fubjeft  was  fome  time  after 
refumed  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  upon  a 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  fuch 
a  committee  as  he  had  before  de- 
fcribed.  In  a  long  and  able  fpeech 
on  this  occalion,  he  undertook  to 
prove  the  four  following  propofi- 
tions  -That  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  in  1 786,  founded 
in  fadl,  nor  verified  by  experiment 
- — That,  for  the  three  laff  years,  the 
expenditure  has  exceeded  the  in¬ 
come  two  millions,  and  may  be  ex- 
pedted  to  do  fo  for  three  years  to 
come — That  no  progrefs  has  hi¬ 
therto  been  made  in  the  reduction 
of  the  public  debt — That  there  is 
no  ground  for  rational,  expectation, 
that  any  progrefs  can  be  made  with¬ 
out  a  configurable  increafe  of  the 
annual  income,  or  reduction  of  the 
expences. 

In  fupport  of  the  firft  propofition, 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  declared  it  to  be  their 
opinion,  upon  a  fair  comparifon  be¬ 
tween  the  extraordinary  expenditure 
and  the  extraordinary  means,  that 
the  latter  would  be  adequate  to  the 
fupply  of  the  former,  without  a  loan." 
A  loan  h^d,  however,  actually  taken 
place  1 — The  committee  had  further 
declared  that  the  annual  income,  ex- 
clufive  of  land  and  malt  tax,  would  be 
j  2,794,000b  Now  upon  an  average 
of  three  years,  which  included  the 
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deficient  year  preceding  the  com¬ 
mercial  treaty  with  France,  and  the 
productive  year  which  fucceeded  ity 
the  income  would  be  found  to  fall 
fiiort  of  this  calculation  about 
30,000!. — This  deficiency  was  not 
great,  but  it  was  not  the  whole  de¬ 
ficiency.  The  committee  calculated 
on  the  then  fubfifting  taxes ;  andfince 
that  time  fome  open,  and  much  great¬ 
er  clandeftme,  additions  had  been 
made  to  them.  By  the  amount  of  all 
theie  additions,  added  to  30,0001. 
did  the  revenue  fall  fho-rt  of  the 
calculation.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  openly  laid 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  ioo,oool.  ; 
and  he  had  had  recpurfe  to  other 
taxes  which  he  did  not  avow,  but 
which,  under  the  fpecious  name  of 
regulations,  were  as  much  levied 
on  the  fubjeCt  as  if  the  fame  films 
had  been  raifed  by  new  taxes  under 
a  new  name.— -Thefe  taken  together, 
and  added  to  the  deficiency  of  the 
land  and  malt  tax,  amounted,  he 
faid,  to  500,000b  and.  confequently 
fo  much  was  the  efiimate  of  the 
committee  erroneous. 

Upon  the  fecond  propofition, 
he  ftated,  that  the  average  of 
the  expenditure  for  the  three  laft 
years,  was  1 5,930,000k  a  year; 
Of  the  various  articles  compofing 
this  fum  the  only  one  in  which  a 
reduction  appeared  probable,  was 
that  ofmifcellaneous  fervices.  This., 
on  the  fame  average,  was  649,0001. 
a  year.  Did  it  feem  likely  that  it 
would  ever  fall  fo  low  as  74, cool, 
the  fum  it  was  dated  at  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  ?  Fie  recapitulated  the  vari¬ 
ous  items  which  compofed  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  commenting  on  each,  and  afk- 
ing  which  of  them  was  likely  to  be 
lels  for  feveral  years  to  come  ? 

But  this  was  not  all  :  the  floating 
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navy  debt  had  been  increafed  in  the 
laft  three  years  6co,oool.  It,  to  the 
average  expenditure  before  ftated, 
was  added  one-third  of  this  encreafe 
of  the  navy  debt,  and  the  fum  iffued 
to  the  commiffioners  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  public  debt,  the  whole 
annual  expenditure  would  amount 
to  i  y,  1 30,0001.  exceeding  the  aver¬ 
age  income  by  more  than  1,940,000]. 
Such  was  our  prefent  fttuation  f 
The  expence  of  the  current  year 
was  fomething  above  this  eftimate, 
and  the  next  could  not  be  expected 
to  be  much  lefs. 

Upon  this  head  he  entered  into  a 
variety  of  calculations,  the  refull  of 
which  was,  that  fince  the  year  1 786 
wehadpaid  ofthe  funded  debt  three 
millions,  and  that  vve  had  borrowed, 
by  exchequer  bills,  750,0001.^  by 
anticipation  of  the  finking  fund,  one 
quarter,  628,0001. ;  by  increafe  of 
navy  debt,  600, crook  ;  by  a  tontine, 
1,002,500k  ;  making  together  about 
as  much  as  the  fum  paid  off.  If 
the  900,000k  navy  bills  bearing  in- 
terell,  which  he  had  omitted,  were 
added,  the  fum  borrowed  would 
exceed  the  fum  paid  by  almoft  a 
million  ;  and  if  the  intereft  of  the 
debt  contracted  were  compared  with 
that  of  the  debt  paid,  it  would  ex- 
'ceedit  in  the  fame  proportion.  Such 
was  our  prefent  fituation,  and  fuch 
was  our  profpect  for  the  year  1 790, 
when  we  had  been  told  that  every 
thing  was  to  be  reduced  to  a  firm 
eftabliihment. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of 
1 786  was  defended  by  Mr.  fecre- 
tary  Grenville,  who  had  been  the 
chairman  of  it. — Upon  the  firif  of 
Mr.  Sheridan’s  proportions,  he  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  years  from  which 
the  average  of  the  annual  income 
•ught  to  be  taken,  was  the  chief 


point  of  difference  in  iffue  between 
them.  Thofe  who  agreed  with  him, 
that  the  unproductive  year  preced¬ 
ing  the  commercial  treaty  ought 
to  be  left  out  of  the  account,  and 
that  the  average  of  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  years,  which  amounted  to 
1  5,578,000k  was  a  fair  eftimate  of 
the  probable  future  income,  muft 
decide  for  the  committee  ;  which 
had  eftimated  the  probable  annual 
income  in  the  year  1794  only  at 
1  5,500,000k  In  counterbalance  to 
the  additional  income  alledged  to 
have  been  derived  from  theimpoft- 
tion  of  new,  and  the  regulation  of 
old  taxes,  Mr.  Grenville  ftated  feve- 
ral  deficiencies  arifing  from  alter¬ 
ations  made  for  the  fake  of  public 
accommodation,  and  the  reduCfiou 
of  duties  in  confequence  of  the 
commercial  treaty. 

With  regard  to  income,  there¬ 
fore,  he  thought  he  might  pro¬ 
nounce,  that  the  committee,  had  al¬ 
ready  patted  their  trial,  and  it  was, 
decided  in  their  favour,  the  amount 
already  confiderably  exceeding  what 
was  eftimated  to  be  its  amount  by 
the  year  1791.  As  to  the  expendi¬ 
ture,  they  were  ftill  on  their  trial ; 
but  he  had  no  doubt  that  they 
fhould  come  off  equally  victorious 
He  begged,  however,  to  have  it 
recollected,  that  neither  he  in  the 
name  of  the  committee,  nor  the 
committee,  had  pledged  themfelves 
that  the  feveral  fer vices  iliould  not, 
in  point  of  expence,  exceed  the 
auiount  of  each  ftated ;  from  the 
beft  information  the  committee 
could  procure,  they  trufted  there 
would  be  no  occafton  for  a  larger 
peace  eftabliilimcnt  than  the  efti¬ 
mate  ftated.  It  was  true,  that  this 
year  was  an  addition  of  100,000] . 
to  the  army  y  but,  if  it  wa3  thought 


right 


*54J 


ANNUAL  R 


right  to  have  foreign  alliances,  he 
trufted  that  a  neeeffary  degree  of 
c-xpence  would  not  be  grudged,  oe- 
cafioned  by  an  addition  to  our  army, 
to  enable  tis  to  Fulfil  our  engage¬ 
ments  in  confequence  of  our  trea¬ 
ties  with  foreign  powers.  That 
100,000-1.  he  conceived,  would  be 
permanent.  Other  expences  of  the 
prefent  year  would  not  be  perma¬ 
nent.  The  navy  had  certainly  cod 
more  than  had  been  eftimated  in 
1786  ;  but  when  it  was  confidered 
what  an  account  they  had  lately 
heard  of  the  prefent  condition  of 
our  navy,  and  of  the  quantity  of 
{lores  in  our  dock-yards,  from  the 
high  eft  authority,  he  was  one  of 
thofe  who  were  fo  far  from  repining 
at  the  extraordinary  expence,  that 
he  profdRd  himfelf  to  be  happy 
and  glad  that  th^  money  had  been 
fo  expended.  With  regard  to  what 
their  general  peace  eftablifhments 
would  be,  the  houfe  muff  recollect 
that  they  were  not  arrived  at  the 
period  when  the  committee  had  ef- 
timated  that  their  peace  eftablifii- 
nients  would  find  their  level ;  when 
that  period  fhould  come,  they  would, 
doubtlefs,  judge  of  the  exigencies 
qf  the  times  as  at  prefent,  and  go¬ 
vern  their  eftabli^ments  accord- 
ingiy.  '  ; 

Upon  the  two  lafb  propositions 
Mr.  Grenville  remarked,  that  be¬ 
tween  thref  and  four  millions  of  the 
national  debt  had  in  fact  been  dif- 
charged,  and  that  a  million  an¬ 
nually  was  appropriated  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  This  could  not  be  denied; 
and  with  refpeft  to  the  loan  of  the 
prefent  year,  and  the  additional 
navy  debt,  it  was  never  contended, 
that  fuch  operations  of, finance  might 
not  be  neeeffary,  but  it  was  thought 
proper  firft  to  fecure  a  permanent 
furplus  for  the  reduction  of  the  na- 
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tional  debt,  and  this  had  been  af¬ 
fected. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was  then 
negatived  without  a  divifion.  This 
fubject  was  again  difcuffed,  and 
upon  the  fame  ground,  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  by  lord  Rawdgn  and  the 
duke  of  Richmond. 

On  this  day  the  chan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  1 
purfuant  to  notice  he  had  given 
upon  the  opening  of  the  budget, 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe  his  plan  for 
repealing  the  exifting  duties  upon 
tobacco,  and  fubftituting  duties  of 
excife. 

The  article  of  tobacco,  he  faid, 
was  a  confiderable  object  of  the 
revenue;  and  under  the  prefent  re¬ 
gulations  and  duties,  a  great  article 
of  fmuggling :  indeed,  it  was  theu 
only  important  article  that  could  be 
confidered  as  the  fmuggler’s  ftapte, 
fince  the  regulations  that  had  of  late 
years  taken  place  in  regard  to  teas, 
wines,  and  fpirits.  Mr.  Pitt  fum- 
marily  dated  the  great  inducements 
that  were  held  out  to  the  fmuggler 
to  deal  in  this  article,  fuch  as  the  very 
low  price  of  its  prime  coft,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  amount  of  the  duty, 
&c.  which  afforded  an  ample  pre¬ 
mium  to  illicit  traders,  and  enticed 
them  to  carry  on  their  traffic  to  a 
very  great  extent,  to  the  material 
detriment  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
equal  injury  of  the  fair  trader.  At 
leaft  pne  half  of  the  tobacco  con- 
fumed  in  the  kingdom  was  fmug- 
gled-  If  had,  he  obferved,  been 
computed,  when  the  alteration  was. 
propofed  on  teas,  that  the  quantity 
of  tea  annually  imported  in  Great 
Britain,  amounted  to  twelve  millions 
of  pounds  ;  but  it  had  fince  turned 
out  that  much  more  was  the  real, 
amount  of  the  quantity  imported. 
It  had  generally  been  thought  that 
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the  quantity  of  tobacco  was  nearly 
the  fame  with  that  of  tea  ;  and  upon 
enquiry,  it  turned  out  to  be  the  fad. 
The  merchants  of  Glafgow,  who 
were  intelligent  men,  and  conver¬ 
sant  on  the  fubjed,  were  of  opinion, 
that  no  ltfs  than  twelve  millions  of 
pounds  of  tobacco  were  annually 
imported  into  the  kingdom  ;  and 
upon  application  to  the  Several  tra¬ 
ders  in  that  article  in  London,  they 
had  thought  that  the  importation 
was  much  greater,  and  that  it 
amounted  to  nearly  Sixteen  millions, 
but  to  fourteen,  at  leaft.  The  ac- 
rual  legal  importation  had  been  on 
the  average  eftimated  at  Seven 
millions,  So  that  there  was  from  five 
to  feven  millions  of  tobacco  extra¬ 
ordinary  ufed  every  year,  without 
the  payment  of  any  duty,  and  to 
the  injury  of  the  revenue,  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  three  hundred 
thoufand  a  year. 

Such  being  the  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
it  had  appeared  tq  him,  that,  the 
moil  probably  means  of  effeding 
the  end  propofed,  would  be  to 
change  the  greater  part  of  the  dut7 
upon  tobacco  from  cuftoms  to  excife, 
and  to  fubjed  the  manufacturers  of 
tobacco  to  the  furvey  of  excife.  The 
peculiar  benefit  of  this  plan  had 
been  exemplified  in  a  recent  in  • 
dance,  in  the  article  of  wine.  The 
quantity  of  wine  which  paid  duty, 
antecedent  to  the  excife  regulation, 
was  1 3, ocx)  tons,;  after  the  regula¬ 
tion  had  taken  effed,  1 8,000  tons  ; 
and  flnce  the  duties,  on  wines  were 
lowered,  22,0.00.  tons.  He  then 
touched  upon  the  objedions  which 
might  poflibly  be  made  to,  the  regu¬ 
lations  he  fhould  propo.fe,  by  the 
manufadurers  ;  and  Said,  though  he 
hoped  that  the  majority  of  thofe 
who  called, th^tnfelves,  fair  traders 
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would  cheerfully  acquiefce ;  yet 
there  were  probably  fome  manufac¬ 
turers  whofe  charaders  and  condud 
were  not  clear  of  SuSpicion,  and 
others  whofe  prejudices,  founded  in 
Self- intereft;,  might  induce  them  to 
objed  to  the  regulations,  and  to  de¬ 
fire  to  be  heard  againft  them.  It 
any  Such  application  fhould  be  made, 
the  houfe  undoubtedly  would  liilen 
to  every  thing  that  could  be  urged 
with  patience  and  with  candour  ; 
but  they  would  recoiled,  that  argu¬ 
ments  coming  from  perfons,  cir- 
cumftanced  as  he  had  deferibed, 
ought  to  be  received  with  fome  al¬ 
lowances  ;  and  that  the  allegations 
of  thofe  moff  likely  to  be  mailers  of 
the  whole  fubjed,  were  not  always 
to  be  relied  on  implicitly  ;  fince 
when  the  regulations  on  wine  were 
propofed,  they  had  men  at  the  bar, 
who  had  Said  confidently  and  round¬ 
ly,  that,  under  the  reftridions, 
they  could  not  carry  on  their  trade. 
The  houfe,  at  that  time,  thought 
their  reafoning  infufficient,  and  tried 
the  experiment  ;  and  the  reiulthad 
been,  that  the  trade  fyid  encreafed 
to  an  aftonifhing  degree. 

This  plan  occafibned  a  general 
alarm  amongft  the  manufadurers 
of  tobacco  ;  petitions  were  prefented 
againft  it  from  various  quarters,  and 
an  attempt  was  made  to  excite,  but 
without  'much  fuccefs,  that  consti¬ 
tutional  abhorrence  of  the  extenfion. 
of  the  excife  laws,  which  had.  often 
on  former  occafions,  fo  ftrongly  ma- 
nifefted  itfelf  amongft  the  people 
of  England,— Befides  this  general 
ground  of  objedion,  the  manufac¬ 
turers,  who  were  heard  for  feveral 
days  by  their  council  at  the  bar, 
endeavoured  to  eftabliih  the  pecu¬ 
liar  impropriety  and  hardiliip  of 
fubjeding  their  manufactures  to 
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the  infpeCtion  of  the  officers  of  ex¬ 
cife,  and  the  total  lofs,  which  might 
follow,  of  the  trade  itfelf. 

They  proved  that  the  vaiiations 
in  the  weight  of  tobacco,  during  the 
procefs  of  its  manufacture,  were  fo 
inconceivably  great,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fo  uncertain,  that  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  the  officers 
of  excife  to  take  any  account  of 
frock  during  that  piocefs,  which 
might  not  fubjeCt  them  either,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  a  ruinous  excefs 
of  duty,  or,  on  the  other,  to  fines 
and  forfeitures,  which  would  be 
equally  ruinous. r — But  this  was  not 
all  ;  the  fecrets  polfeffied  by  differ¬ 
ent  manufacturers  of  tobaccq  and 
fnuff  were  of  the  greateft  value  ; 
fome  had  been  fold  and  purchafed  at 
the  price  of  to, pool,  and  upwards; 
thefe  would  inevitably  be  expofed  to 
the  difcovery  of  excisemen,  among!! 
whom  there  might  be  perfons  (and 
fuch  a  temptation  would  doubtleis  be 
a  fufficient  inducement  for  men  fkill- 
yd  to  enter  into  the  excife  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe)  capable  of  availing 
themfelves  of  the  opportunities  they 
would  enjoy.  It  was  urged,  that 
i h efe  difficulties  an d  hardibips  might 
flrive  the  manufacturers,  whofe  in¬ 
terests  principally  confifted  in  the 
fecrets  they  poffieffed,  into  other 
countries,  and  thus  occafion  to  this 
country  the  entire  lofs  of  the  ma¬ 
nufacture. 

A  claufe  was  offered  by  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes,  giving  the  manufacturer 
a  right  of  trial  at  common  law,  if 
he  was  diffatisfied  with  the  decilion 
of  the  coromiffioners  of  ex  rife.  To 
this  it  was  objected,  that  fuch  a 
partial  grant,  under  the  prefent 
bill,  would  not  be  fair  and  equita¬ 
ble  ;  that  it  ought  to  be  given  to 
all  perfons  fubjeCt  to  the  operation 
of  the  excife  laws,  or  none.— Mr, 


Beaufoy  faid,  that  though  he  con¬ 
ceived  the  trial  by  jury  might  fafelr 
be  granted,  under  certain  regula¬ 
tions,  to  perfons  aggrieved  by  the 
execution  of  the  excife  laws,  yet  in 
the  prefent  inftance  l)e  was  bound 
to  oppofe  the  claufe.  The  privi¬ 
lege,  he  remarked,  which  the' 
claufe  will  give  to  the  fubjeCt  is  not 
a  right  of  regular  appeal  from  the 
determination  of  the  board  of  ex¬ 
cife,  but  a  right  to  profecute,  as  a 
trefpaffer,  every  excifeman,  who,  on 
any  ground,  however  legal,  has  ven¬ 
tured  to  make  a  feizure.  It  gives 
to  the  difhoneft  tiadefman,^  how¬ 
ever  atrocious  his  frauds,  a  right  to 
bring  an  aCtian  for  damages  again!! 
the  officer,  who,  in  the  name  of 
the  crown,  has  taken  poffellion  qf 
the  articles  on  which  the  legal 
duties  are  withhqlden,  and  in  that 
action  it  empowers  him  to  include 
the  offieer’s  affiftants,  and  to  make 
them  defendants  in  the  fuit.  Thus, 
it  enables  the  importer,  and  the 
difhoneft  manufacturer,  to  difqualify 
from  being  witnefles  in  the  trial 
the  only  perfons,  generally  {peak¬ 
ing,  who  are  able  and  willing  tq 
prove  the  exiftence  of  the  fraud. 
It  deprives  the  crown,  in  moft 
cafes,  of  its  only  evidence  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  impofes  upon  it  the 
burthen  of  the  legal  proof.  If  fuch 
a  claufe  were  made  general,  it 
would  bring  with  it  fecurity  to  the 
fmuggler,  ruin  to  the  fair  manu¬ 
facturer  and  the  honourable  mer¬ 
chant,  and  ultimate  deftruCtion  to 
the  moft  productive  revenues  of  thy 
ftate. 

The  bill,  in  its  paffage  through 
the  houfe,  was  altered  and  modified 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  remqve  the 
principal  of  the  objections  made 
to  it  by  the  manufacturers.  The 
debates  upon,  it  were  frequent 


and  animated,  but  thinly  attended. 
Several  refpeCtable  members,  who 
ufually  fupported  the  minider,  took 
a  drong  and  decided  part  againd  it, 
and  even  reproached  the  other  fide 
of  the  houfe  with  the  langour  of 
their  oppofition.  Upon  one  of 
thefe  occafions  Mr.  Fox,  after  an 
able  fpeech,  in  which  he  took  a 
general  political  view  of  the  effect 
of  excife  laws,  of  their  great  ex- 
tendon  under  the  prefent  adminif- 
tration,  of  the  indifference  with 
Which  that  extention  had  been  be¬ 
held  by  the  people,  and  of  the  pre¬ 
vailing  difpofition  which  he  faw  of 
facrificing  the  conditution  to  re¬ 
venue,  adverted  to  the  complaint 
we  have  above  mentioned.  He 
had  not,  he  Hid,  attended  the  bill 
fo  clofely  as  he  might  have  done, 
becaufe  he  plainly  fawr,  that  all 
oppofition  would  be  fruitlefs  ;  but 
furely  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
had  no  right  to  expert  that,  on 
every  occafion,  when  the  interefl  of 
their  condiments,  or  fome  perfonal 
motive  to  themfeives,  induced  them 
to  widi  the  meafure  of  the  minider 
oppofed,  that  he, and  thofe  who  aided 
with  him,  would  be  at  their  com¬ 
mand,  and  ready  to  aid  as  perpetual 
adverfaries  of  the  minider  and  his 
meafures,  whether  thofe  meafures 
iliould  appear  to  them  to. -be  well 
or  ill  founded.  Were  they  to  be 
confidered  as  the  danding  counfel 
againd  the  crown  in  that  houfe, 
ever  to  be  reforted  to  in  the  mo¬ 
ments  of  difficulty,  and  therefore  as 
necedary  to  exid  as  adminidration  ? 
What  was  this  but  faying,  “We  have 
“  put  you  into  the  mod  humiliating 
“  fituation  ;  you  ihall  have  no  /bare 
“  of  the  power,  no  iharO  of  the 
“  honours,  or  emoluments  of  office; 
“  but  we  expeid  to  command  your 
“  public  fer  vices,  to  profit  by  what  - 
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ever  abilities  you  may  poflels, 
to  be  joined  by  you  and  your 
friends,  whenever  we  want  the 
abidance  of  either  ?”  Was  it  not, 
in  other  words,  faying,  “  We  have 
“  raifed  one  man  to  a  degree  of 
“  power  which  makes  all  oppofition 
“  ufelefs.  By  our  falfe  clamours 
“  againd  you,  and  our  delufions  re- 
“  fpeCting  him,  we  have  taught 
“  the  public  to  look  up  to  him  as 
“  fome  thing  more  than  man  :  hence 
“  his  meafures,  howreyer  mifchiev- 
“  ous,  however  fatal,  are  fcarcely 
“  to  be  redded;  but  remember,  we 
“  look  to  you  to  watch  him.  Do 
“  you  take  care  that  he  does  no 
“  mifchief  in  his  fituation.  It  is 
“  your  office  to  found  the  alarm, 
“  when  danger  lurks  beneath  a 
“  plaufible  pretext ;  and  to  oppofe 
“  yourfelves  to  the  occafion,  fo  that 
“  the  evil  maybe  in  time  averted. 
Having  deprived  them  of  the  means 
of  refinance  with  any  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs,by  putting  them  into  fo  ufelefs 
a  fituation,  to  call  upon  them  to 
oppofe,  to  check  and  to  dop  the 
minider’s  meafures,  was  neither 
more  nor  lefs  thandireCtly  laughing 
in  their  faces,  and  adding  infult  to 
injury. 

In  the  upper  houfe,  the  bill  was 
again  oppofed  by  the  manufacturers 
at  the  bar,  who  were  drenuoufly 
fupported  by  lord  Stormont  and  lord 
Loughborough.  The  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  too,  though  he  expreded  hfs 
approbation  of  the  principle  ot  the 
bill,  yet  treated  the  enabling  part  ot 
it  with  an  high  degree  of  mixt  af- 
perity  and  contempt.  He  faid,  that 
the  vexatious  precautions  and  pre¬ 
ventive  feverity  of  the  excife  laws, 
were  unnecedarily  extended  to  the 
fftbjeCt  in  quedion  ;  that  a  fit  atten¬ 
tion  had  not  been  paid  to  the  eden 
tial  intereds  and  property  of  the  ma¬ 
nufacturers  ; 
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hufaOturers  ;  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  enacting  claufes  were  abfurd, 
eOntradi&ory,  ungrammatical,  and 
Unintelligible.  He  expreffed  his 
willies  that  the  houfe  of  commons, 
if  they  meant  to  perfevere  in  their 
claim  of  having  money  bills  re¬ 
turned  from  that  houfe  unaltered, 
would  not  infult  them,  by  Requiring 
their  adoption  of  laws  that  Would 
difgrace  fchoolboys.  His  lordfhip 
(notwilhftanding  the  danger  Which 
the  minifter’s  proportion  thereby 
run  of  being  defeated  for  the  fefhon, 
for  it  was  now  the  beginning  of  Au- 
guft)  moved  an  amendment,  Upon 
which  the  houfe  divided;  contents  7, 
non-contents  10.  Another  amend¬ 
ment  was  afterwards  moved  by  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  and  carried,  upon 
afuppofition  that  the  commons  would 
not  object  to  it.  But  upon  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  which  Was  on  the 
morning  of  the  prorogation  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  amendment  was  with¬ 
drawn. 

t  ,  On  the  firft  of  July,  Mr. 
;Vhy  Dundas  opened  what  has 
been  called  the  Indian  Budget.  As 
the  long  train  of  calculations  which 
he  went  through  would  be  unfatif- 
fadtory  to  our  readers,  without  the 
voluminous  documents  and  authori¬ 
ties  to  which  they  referred,  we  lliall 
content  ourfelves  with  laying  before 
them  the  refult  of  the  whole,  col- 
Je£ted  from  the  feventeen  refolutions 
which  he  moved  upon  that  occalion, 
and  which  were  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe.  From  thcfe  it  appeared, 

£  •  sr  * 

That  the  annual  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  company,  in 
the  provinces  of  Bengal 
and  its  dependencies, 
for  the  year  1787-8, 
amounted  to  -  5,182,006 

And  that  the  charges 
defrayed  in  the  faid  pro- 


£  Sier. 

Vinces  in  the  fame  year, 
amounted  to  -  3,046,00a 

Leaving  a  net  revenue  of  2,136,000 
That  the  annual  reve¬ 
nues  of  Madras*  and  its 
fubordinate  fettlements, 
for  the  fame  year*  a- 
mounted  to  -  1,082,000 

And  that  the  charge* 
defrayed  amounted  to  i  ,347,000 
Leaving  a  deficiency  Of  265,000 
That  the  annual  reve¬ 
nue*  of  Bombay,  and  its 
fettlements,  for  the  fame 
year,  amounted  to  -  131,000 

And  that  the  charge* 
defrayed  amounted  to  -  475>ooc? 
Leaving  a  deficiency  of  344,000 
That  the  net  1-eVenues 
of  all  the  company’s 
poffeffions  in  India  a- 
mounted  to  -  1,527,00b 

That  in  addition  to 
this,  as  part  of  the  Indian 
funds,  the  import  fal.es 
and  certificates  amount¬ 
ed  to  321,000!.  making 
in  all  -  '  1,848,000 

That  the  total  of 
debts  owing  to  the  com¬ 
pany  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
exclufive  of  the  bills 
drawn  on  the  court  of 
directors  at  home,  a- 
mounted  to  7,604,0001  * 
that  of  this  fura 
5,776,000b  bore  inte- 
reft,  the  annual  amount 
of  v/hich  was  -  480,700’ 

Confequently,  that 
the  nett  revenue  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  difchafge 
of  this  debt,  and  the 
purchafe  of  inveitment, 
amounted  to  -  1,367,306 

Upon  this  ftatetneiit  of  the  affairs 
of  the  company  in  India*  Mr, 
Francis  made  feveral  obfervations, 

Amongft 
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Amongft  other  omiffions  of  expence, 
he  inftanced  the  intereft  on  the  bond 
debt  of  Bombay,  the  commercial 
eltablifhments  in  Bengal,  and  the 
charge  of  the  four  new  regiments 
fent  to  India.  He  concluded  with 
remarking,  that  as  long  as  thefe 
fadls  exifted,  viz.  that  the  debts 
abroad  were  not  diminifhed,  and 
thofe  at  home  were  increafing,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  bud¬ 
get  could  afford  no  fatisfaft ory  proof 
of  the  profperity  of  the  company. 
Major  Scott  followed  Mr.  Francis, 
and  contended  that  whatever  merit 
was  to  be  derived  from  the  prefent 
flourifking  condition  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
wife  and  vigorous  meafures  that  had 
been  adopted  during  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Haftings. 

Soon  after,  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  from  the  company,  praying 
that  they  might  be  permitted  to  add 
one  million  to  their  capital  ftoclc. 
This  petition  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Dundas,  who  affirmed,  that  upon  a 
fuppofition  of  the  final  extinction  of 
their  charter  in  1794,  their  effects 
in  Europe  would  overbalance  their 
debts  by  the  fum  of  350,000!. ;  and 
that  with  refpedt  to  their  debts  in 
India,  they  would  go  along  with  the 
territory,  and  be  very  readily  un¬ 
dertaken  by  thofe  into  whofefoever 
hands  the  poffieffion  of  that  territory 
might  come.  A  bill  to  enable  the 
company  to  carry  the  prayer  of  their 
petition  into  effect  wai  brought  in, 
and  carried  through  both  houfes 
with  little  oppofition. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the 
feffions,  on  the  third  of  Februaiv, 
Mr.  Haftings  prefented  a  petition  to 
the  houfe  of  lords,  in  which,  after 
recapitulating  the  proceedings  which 
had  already  been  had  from  thecom- 
menctment  of  the  impeachment,  he 


ftated  the  great  hardships  to  which 
its  extraordinary  duration  had  and 
was  likely  ftill  further  to  fubjeft  him. 
Amongft  thefe,  he  mentioned  the 
deceafe  of  feveral  of  his  judges,  the 
detention  of  witnefles  neceffary  for 
his  defence,  the  probability  of  his 
being  deprived  of  many  of  them  by 
various  accidents,  his  health  im¬ 
paired,  and  his  fortune  wafted.  He 
reminded  them,  that  two  articles 
only,  out  of  twenty,  had  as  yet 
been  gone  through  by  his  accufers, 
that  his  expences  had  already  ex¬ 
ceeded  30,0001.  and  confequently, 
that  iliould  his  life  be  continued  to 
the  clofe  of  the  trial,  he  might  find 
himfelf  deftitute  of  the  means  of 
defence,  and  even  of  fubfiftence, 
and  run  the  dreadful  chance  of  hav¬ 
ing  his  charadter  tranfmitted  on 
their  records  blafted  with  unrefuted 
criminations.  He  therefore  prayed 
that  they  would  enable  him  to 
make  his  innocence,  and  he  hoped 
his  deferts,  apparent,  by  proceeding 
without  delay  upon  his  trial. 

The  intervention  of  the  circuits 
of  the  judges  rendered  it  impolTible 
for  the  lords  to  proceed  upon  the 
trial  before  the  20th  day  of  April, 
when  the  court  was  refumed,  and 
fat,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
feffion,  17  days.  The  charge 
brought  before  them, and  opened  bv 
Mr.  Burke,  was  that  relative  to  the 
corrupt  receipt  of  money.  In  the 
courle  of  his  fpeedfi,  Mr.  Burke  had 
occafion  to  remark  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Mr.  Haftings  towards  one 
of  his  accufers  in  India,  called 
Nundeomar ;  andafterrclatingother 
acts  of  injuftice  and  cruelty,  he 
added  that  he  had,  at  laft,  murdered 
that  perfon,  bv  the.  hands  of  lir  Eli¬ 
jah  Impey. — A  few  days  after  the 
charge  had  been  thus  opened,  major 
Saott  prefented  a  petition  from  Mr. 
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Haftings  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
in  which  he  ftated  that  Mr.  Burke, 
in  fupporting  the  charges  exhibited 
againft  him  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe 
of  lords,  had  accufed  him  of  fundry 
heinous  crimes  not  laid  in  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  impeachment.  He  inftanced 
the  charge  of  having  been  concern¬ 
ed  in  a  plot  for  afiaffinating  the 
Shahzada,  and  in  another  plot  for 
putting  to  death  the  fon  of  Jaffier 
Ally  Khan  ;  of  being  acceffary  to 
certain  horrible  cruelties  alledged  to 
have  been  committed  by  one  Debi 
Sing  ;  and  laftly,  of  having  been 
guilty  of  the  murder  of  Nundco- 
mar.  He  therefore  prayed  the 
houfe  either  to  bring  forward  and 
profecute  thofe  charges  in  fpecific 
articles  and  thereby  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  vindicating  his  in¬ 
nocence,  or  to  grant  him  fuch  other 
redrefs  as  to  their  juftice  and  wifdom 
might  feem  fir. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  the 
petition  fhould  be  brought  up,  Mr. 
Fox  rofe  to  warn  the  houfe  of  the 
mifchievous  tendency  of  receiving 
fuch  a  petition,  and  of  the  difgrace 
they  would  incur  by  acting  upon  it. 
The  fubjedt  matter  of  the  complaint 
confided  of  words  faid  to  have  been 
ufed  by  one  of  their  own  members 
in  the  profecution  of  a  charge  pre¬ 
ferred  by  themfelves.  Weuld  they 
fuffer  the  culprit  to  come  forward, 
and  objedt  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 
againft  him  ;  the  accufed  to  ar¬ 
raign  the  condudf  of  his  accufers  ? 
Would  not  this  have  the  ftrongeft 
appearance  of  prevarication  ;  and 
that  inftead  of  fupporting  and  coun¬ 
tenancing  their  own  caufe,  they  were 
more  inclined  to  cavil  as  an  adverfe 
party  at  the  conduCl  of  their  mana¬ 
gers  ?  And  to  whom  was  the  com¬ 
plaint  made  ?  Not  to  the  court 
which  heard  the  offence  complained 


of,  and  which  was  competent  tot 
have  redreffed  the  complainant  at 
the  moment,  but  to  that  houfe  the 
accufer,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
it  the  inftrttment  of  the  refentment 
and  malice  of  the  accufed  againft 
one  of  their  own  managers.  He 
reminded  the  houfe,  that  fome  of  the 
expreffions  complained  of  had  bee» 
uttered  above  a  year  before ;  and  he 
afked,  whether  they  could  think  it 
polfible,  if  the  managers  were  to  be 
fubjedt  to  a  perpetual  litigation  w  ith 
the  accufed  before  that  houfe, when¬ 
ever  he  chofe  to  bring  forward  3 
complaint,  that  they  could  carry  on 
the  profecution  at  all.  He  ftated 
the  many  and  peculiar  difficul¬ 
ties  which  the  managers  of  the 
prefent  impeachment  had  to  en¬ 
counter,  and  their  ftrong  claim  to 
the  fair  and  liberal  protection  of  the 
houfe  ;  and  he  befeeched  them,  if 
they  were  weary,  of  repented  of 
what  they  had  done,  that  they  would 
openly  retradt  their  refolutions,  and 
not  adt  the  double  part  of  being,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  accufers  and  the 
defenders  of  Mr.  Haftings.  He 
concluded  with  remarking,  that  as 
he  could  have  no  doubt  that  the  real 
drift  of  this  bufinefs  was  to  difguft 
his  right  honourable  friend  by  a 
perfonal  infult,  fo  he  was  confident 
that  the  artifice  would  be  vain  and 
fruitlefs. 

Mr  Burke,  after  declaring  that 
on  the  prefent  occafion  he  fhould 
receive  the  decifion  of  the  houfe, 
whatever  it  might  be.  Without  any 
other  emotion  than  what  he  fhould 
feel  for  the  honour  and  reputation* 
of  the  houfe  itfelf,  proceeded  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  argument  which  had  led 
him,  in  the  courfe  of  it,  to  advert 
to  the  murder  of  Nundcomar,  and 
lo  impute  it  to  Mr.  Haftings,  The 
power  ef  profecuting  and  enforcing 

the; 
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the  charges  againft:  Mr.  Haftings, 
under  an  injunction  not  to  ufe 
one  extraneous  word,  he  com¬ 
pared  to  the  giving  Shylock  the 
power  of  taking  a  pound  of  flefh, 
upon  condition  of  his  not  fpilling 
one  drop  of  blood ,  a  talk  which 
neither  Jew  nor  Chriftian  could 
perform.  He  added,  that  if  the 
lioufe  was  diftatisfied  with  his  con¬ 
duct,  they  ought  to  remove  him, and 
not  oblige  him  in  the  midft  of  his 
accufation,  to  turn  iliort  about  at 
the  pleafure  of  the  culprit  to  defend 
himfelf,  to-day  an  accufer,  to-mor¬ 
row  the  perfon  accufed.  The  drift 
of  fuch  an  artifice  was  obvious 
enough ;  and  if  the  houfe  fhould  give 
it  their  countenance  and  make  him 
one  day  hand  his  trial  there,  and 
fend  him  the  next  to  Weftminfier 
Hall,  as  the  profecutdr  of  Mr. 
Hahings,  it  could  not  fail  to  cover 
them  with  ridicule  and  difgrace. 

Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr.  Marl  ham,  and 
feveral  other  members,  infifted 
fcrongly'on  the  glaring  impropriety 
of  receiving  the  petition,  of  its 
being  totally  unprecedented,  and 
grofsly  difrefpeCtful  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  whofe  protection  the  com¬ 
plainant  ought  to  have  fought,  and 
who  were  alone  competent  to  inter¬ 
fere  on  the  occafion.  Mr.  Pitt, 
however,  and  fome  other  members, 
having  declared  themfelves  for  re¬ 
ceiving  the  petition,  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Haftings,  though  the  objeCt 
of  their  accufation,  did  not  ceafe  to 
be  the  objeCt  of  their  juftice,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  deprived 
of  the  right  belonging  to  every 
fubjeCt,  of  preferring  a  petition, 
and  ftating  a  grievance  to  that 
lioufe  for  its  confederation  and  dif- 
pofal  ;  the  motion  was  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion. 

Vol,  XXXI;  " 


On  the  Thurfday  fol-  A  .. 
lowing,  a  motion,  in  f11  3°* 
conformity  to  the  ufual  practice  of 
the  houfe  on  fimilar  occafions,  was 
entered  on  the  journals,  purporting, 
“  that  a  petition  having  been  pre- 
fented  by  Warren  Haftings,  Efq  ; 
againft  the  managers  of  his  im¬ 
peachment,  and  the  name  of  the 
Right  honourable  Edmund  Burke 
being  mentioned  in  the  faid  peti¬ 
tion,  notice  is  given  to  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  now  being  in  his  place, 
that  the  houfe  will  to-morrow 
take  the  matter  of  the  faid  peti¬ 
tion  into  confideration. 
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On  that  day  Mr.Monfague  having 
read,  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech,  a  letter 
written  to  him  by  Mr.  Burke  (fee 
Appendix  to  the  Chronicle)  the  firffc 
difficulty  that  occurred  relative  to 
the  mode  of  proceeding  was,  whe¬ 
ther  they  fliould  go  into  proof  of  the 
truth  or  falfehood  of  the  particulars 
which  were  complained  of  by  Mr,’ 
Haftings  as  being  falfe  as  well  as 
irrevalent.  'The  affirmative  was 
contended  for  by  the  managers,  as 
the  petition  contained  a  charge  up¬ 
on  them  of  having  afferted  direCt 
falfehoods.  But  the  mafter  of  the 
rolls  having  given  his  opinion,  that 
the  averment  of  the  falfehood  was 
no  more  than  a  proteftation  or  for® 
mal  plea  of  not  guilty,  on  the  part 
of  the  petitioner,  and  that  therefore 
it  was  not  neceflary  to  go  into  the 
proof,  the  houfe  acquiefced  in  his 
opinion. 

r!  he  next  difficulty  that  occurred,1 
was  the  mode  of  afeertaining  the 
words ipoken.  The  notes  of  the 
fhort-hand  writers  who  attended  the 
trial,  being  contended  for  by  feveral 
members,  ]Vlr.  Fox  and  fir  Grey 
Cooper  objected  to  their  being  pro¬ 
duced,  as  contrary  to  the  uniform 
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practice  of  parliament.  ft  here  did 
not  exift  in  the  proceedings  of  that 
ho ufe  an  inftance  of  any  words,  de¬ 
livered  by  a  member,  being  ever 
permitted  by  that  houfe  to  be  no¬ 
ticed  by  any  but  a  member  of  the 
houfe,  and  that  too  at  the  moment 
when  the  words  were  uttered  ;  nay, 
the  cuftom  of  parliament  obferved  a 
fall  drifter  rule,  for  the  words  muft 
not  only  be  noticed  at  the  moment 
by  a  member  of  the  home,  but  they 
muft  alfo  be  taken  down  at  the  mo¬ 
ment,  and  the  objection  muft  then 
be  ftated,  for  the  purpofe  of  allow¬ 
ing  to  the  perfon  uttering  the  words 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  his 
meaning  ;  and  this  the  honourable 
baronet illuftrated  bymftances  where 
the  houfe  had  been  very  careful  in 
,  feeing  that  no  furprize  Hi  on  Id  ever 
enfnare  into  an  unintentional  offence. 
They  were  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
about  to  call'  in  third  perfons  as  vvit- 
neffes  of  words  fpoken  in  their  own 
prefence  ^  a  precedent  that,  though 
innoxious  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
might  lead  to  the  moft  ferious  con- 
fequences.— Thele  objeeTuns  ap¬ 
peared  of  fo  much  importance  to 
the  houfe,  that  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fearch  for  precedents. 

^  The  committee  reported, 
that  there  were  no  prece¬ 
dents  of  any  complaint  of  words 
fpoken  by  managers  in  Weftminfter- 
hall  to  be  found.— The  managers 
again  urged  their  objections  to  the 
examination  of  any  fhort-hand  wri¬ 
ter  j  but  the  favourers  of  the  peti¬ 
tion,  inlifting  upon  the  duty  of  the 
houfe  to  govern  itfelf  in  fuch  cafes 
by  what  Should  appear  moft  likely  to 
promote  the  ends  of  fubftantial  juf- 
tice,  prevailed  ;  and  after  a  di vifion 
of  115  to  65,  the  fhort-hand  writer 
was  called  in. 


The  next  queftion  was,  whether 
all  the  particulars  complained  of  by 
the  petitioner  fhould  be  enquired 
into,  or  whether  the  houfe  might 
feleCt  what  part  they  pleafed.  Mr. 
Pitt  and  others  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  houfe  ought  to  pay  no  attention, 
to  the  words  laid  to  have  been  fpo- 
ken.in  the  former  year,  as  the  com¬ 
plaint  had  been  fo  long  deferred  * 
and  they  fhould  confine  themfelves 
to  the  words  relative  to  Nundcomar. 
This  was  alfo  objected  to  by  the  ma¬ 
nagers,  as  an  arbitrary  proceeding, 
but  finally  agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 

Another  debate  then  took  place 
upon  the  extent  of  the  examination, 
as  reftrided  to  the  cafe  of  Nundco¬ 
mar.  The  managers  contended 
that  the  whole  of  that  part  of  Mr, 
Burke’s  fpeech  ought  to  be  pro¬ 
duced,  as  neceffary  to  elucidate  the 
nature  of  the  words  complained  of ; 
the  other  fide  were  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  only  neceffary  to  afk  the  wit- 
nefs  if  Mr.  Burke  had  made  ufe  of 
thofe  exprefs  words.  After  much 
altercation,  in  which  Mr.  Fox  com¬ 
plained  in  ftrong  and  pointed  terms 
of  the  indignity  and  injuftice  with 
which  the  ma  nagers  were  treated,  it 
was  agreed  that  lome  part  of  the 
fpeech  preceding  the  words  Ihould 
be  read  ;  which  being  done,  and 
the  offenfive  words  afeertained, 
the  marquis  of  Graham  rofe,  and 
moved,  “  that  the  faid  words  were 
“  not  authorized  by  any  proceed- 
“  ings  of  that  houfe.5’  Mr.  Fox 
declared,  that  he  could  have  r.o 
objection  to  this  motion,  as  it  con¬ 
veyed  no  cenfure ;  it  being  un¬ 
doubtedly  true,  that  the  words  read 
were  not  authorized  by  the  houfe. 
any  more  than  the  fpeech es  or  ex- 
preflions  ufed  by  any  other  mana¬ 
ger,  in  fubftantiating  the  charges 

committed, 
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committed  to  them  by  the  houfe. 
On  the  other  fide  it  was  faid,  that 
though  no  direct  cenfure  was  meant 
to  be  conveyed,  yet  it  implied,  that 
the  manager  had  exceeded  the 
powers  with  which  he  had  been 
entrufted  by  the  houfe.  Upon  this 
ieveral  of  the  managers  rofe,  and 
entreated  the  houfe  to  deal  with 
them  with  more  opennefs  and  can¬ 
dour,  If  they  meant  to  cenfure 
their  conduct,  they  ought  alfo  to 
remove  them.  The  houfe  could  not 
confidently  with  its  own  honour, 
continue  them  in  the  management 
of  the  impeachment;  nor  were  they 
fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  honour  and 
dignity,  as  to  remain  in  a  fituation, 
however  elevated,  under  an  imputed 
cenfure  of  their  conduft.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  motion  meant 
nothing  more  than  the  words  con¬ 
veyed,  they  fiiould  feel  no  hefitation 
in  purfuing  upon  any  fimiiar  occa- 
•  fion,  precifely  the  fame  mode  of 
conduct. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  declara¬ 
tions  lord  Graham  moved,  that  the 
words  “  and  ought  not  to  have 
>  been  ufed,”  fiiould  be  added  to 
his  former  motion.  This  produced 
another  long  debate  in  which  Mr. 
Fox  endeavoured  to  prove  both  the 
relevancy  of  Mr.  Burke’s  words, 
and  the  impropriety  and  injustice 
of  the  interference  of  the  houfe  ; 
i  and  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Pitt  and 
col.  Phipps.  The  houfe  at  length 
divided  ;  when  there  appeared  for 
lord  Graham’s  motion  135,  againft 
it  66. 

In  confequence  of  this  vote,  fome 
difference  of  opinion  is  faid  to  have 
arifen  in  the  committee  of  mana¬ 
gers,  relative  to  their  continuance 
in  that  fituation. — It  was,  however, 
Tfcfolved  to  proceed ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  the  next  day  of  trial,  Mr, 
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Burke  began  his  fpeech  by  com¬ 
menting  on  the  relative  firuations 
of  himfelf  and  of  the  prifoner  ac 
the  bar,  and  on  the  decifion  of  the 
commons  with  refpeCt  to  their  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

It  was  his  duty,  he  obferved,  as 
a  manager  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
mons,  to  illuftrate  and  enforce,  by 
every  proper  means,  the  guilt  o£ 
Mr.  Haftings.  He  had,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  juftice, laboured  to  the  belt  of 
his  power  and  judgment ;  but  in 
confequence  of  a  recent  proceeding 
of  thofe  by  whom  he  had  been  dele¬ 
gated,  he  was  to  inform  them  iord- 
ihips  that  certain  exprefiions  oi  his, 
charging  Air.  Plaltings  with  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Nundcomar,  through  the 
agency  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  had  been 
di  fa  vowed  by  the  commons  as  unau- 
thorifed  by  them.  Pie  did  noc 
mean  to  arraign  the  juftice  of  this 
decihon— he  would  not  even  com¬ 
plain  that  it  wore  not  the  complex¬ 
ion  of  fupport  to  the  managers 
whom  they  had  appointed.  The 
decifion  went  of  courfe  to  narrow 
the  line  of  their  proceeding,  yet 
fib auld  not  reffrain  their  efforts  to 
tile  their  remaining  powers  with  the 
utmoft  vigour  and  effeft. 

Bnt  full  lome  explanation  wag 
due  from  him  to  their  lordihips,  to 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  to  fo  refpecdable  an  auditory. — 4 

He  had  undoubtedly  charged 'Mr, 

Haftings  with  the  deff ruction  of  a 
witnefs  vvhofe  evidence  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  prefent  charge  ;  and 
which  the  prifoner  had,  of  courfe, 
endeavoured  to  invalidate.  In  ffating 
this,  however,  he  had  faid  no  mofe 
than  what  he  really  believed,  and 
what,  if  neceffary,  he  trufted  he 
fiiould  be  able  to  prove.  He  had 
ufed  the  word  murder ,  not,  per¬ 
haps,  in  the  ftriftly  legal,  but  in  its 

[£ J  2  moral 
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moral  and  popular  fenfe,  to  denote 
a  crime,  which  ftcb  1,  according  to 
his  conception,  on  the  fame  line  of 
enormity,  but  which  the  poverty  of 
language  did  not  aftord  him  another 
iword  to  exprefs. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  this 
bufinefe,  a  complaint  was  made  to 
the.  houfe,  by  Mr,  Mariliam,  of  a 
paragraph  in  a  public  hews-paper, 
in  which  it  was  faid,  “  that  the 
a<  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings  was  to  be 
“  put  off  to  another  fefTions,'  unlefs 
“  the  houfe  of  lords  had  fpirit 
“  enough  to  put  an  end  to  fo 
*(  fhameful  a  bulinefs.” — =— -After 
fome  obfervations  upon  the  fcan- 
dale  us  licchtioufnefs  of  the  prefs, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  carried 
unanimoufly,  for  profecuting  the 
printer,  of  the  paper.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  converfation  which  this  mo¬ 
tion  gave  rife  to,  Mr,  Burke,  read* 
from  one  of  the  public  prints,  a 
curious  paper  purporting  to  be  a  bill 
of  charges  made  by  the  editor  upon 
major  Scott,  for  fundry  articles  in¬ 
ferred  in  the  paper  on  his  account. 
They  chiefly  confided  of  fpeeches, 
letters,  paragraphs  compofed  by 
him,  and  amongfl:  the  reft  was 
this  fmgular  article,  H_  For  attack- 


“  ing  the  veracity  of  Mr.  Burke* 
“  35.  &/ ” 

A  fhort  time  before  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  fefiion,  an  application 
had  been  made  by  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  to  permit  20,000  facks  of 
wheat  flour  to  be  exported  from 
England,  for  the  relief  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  their  northern  provinces*' 
As  the  price  of  corn,  at  this  time, 
in  Great  Britain  exceeded  the  ex¬ 
portation  price,  the  matter  was  ne- 
ceffarily  brought  into  parliament.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  cafe  j  who  reported,  that 
from  a  comparative  view  of  the 
prices  of  wheat  flour  in  France  and 
in  England,  they  were  of  opinion, 
that  20,000  facks  of  flour  ought 
not  to  be  exported. 

On  the  eleventh  day  ,  . 
of  Auguft  the  feflions  IIf  l1^* 
was  prorogued  by  commiflion  5  the 
lord  chancellor  acquainted  the  two 
houfes*  that  he  had  his  majefty?$ 
commands  to  thank  them  for  the 
fupplies  granted,  and  to  allure  them 
of  the  fatisfa&ion  he  felt  from  the 
fituation  of  affairs  abroad,  which 
continued  to  promife  to  this  country 
the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  the 
bleflings  of  peace* 


chap: 
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CHAP.  VII. 

State  of  the  contending  Armies  on  the  borders  of  the  Danube  and  the  Black  Sea, 
Imperiali (Is.  Mar/ha l  Haddick,  to  f apply  the  Emperor’s  abfence ,  appointed 
to  the  command  oj  the  grand  Army.  Ottomans  in  a  much  worfe  (ttuation 
than  they  had  been  in  the  preceding  campaign.  Fatal  confequences  of  the 
lofs  of  Oczakow,  and  the  J laughter  of  their  bravef  men.  Grand  Vizir 
tried  at  Conjlantinople ,  on  the  double  charge,  of  not  providing  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  Oczakow,  and  of  caufelefsly  evacuating  the  Bannat.  Honour¬ 
ably  acquitted  of  both ,  he  returns  to  the  command  oj  the  Army.  Death  of 
Abdul  Hamet ,  the  Grand  Signior ,  the  greateft  misfortune ,  at  that  critical 
period ,  which  could  have  fallen  upon  the  Furki/h  empire.  Char  after  of 
that  excellent  fovereign •  Selim ,  his  nephew ,  foon  /hews  how  unworthy  he 
is  of  being  his  fucceffor.  F he  wealth  of  the  Grand  Vizir,  Juffuf  Pacha 9 
dooms  him  to  be  the firjl  victim  to  his  avarice  and  cruelty .  His  deftruc - 
tion  followed  by  that  of  many  others  on  the  fame  bafe  motives .  New  Sultan 
changes  all  the  plans  for  condufting  the  war  which  had  been  formed  by 
his  predeceffor  and  by  the  late  Grand  Vizir.  Precipitancy ,  weaknefs,  and 
rajhnefs ,  along  with  rapacity  and  cruelty,  the  charafteriflics  of  the  prefent 
reign .  Furki/h  commanders  and  troops  loje  all  their  wonted  ) pirit,  hope,  and 
vigour,  a  misfortune  which  foon  produces  the  mofl  fatal  confeq  >ences.  Small 
but  fevere  war  carried  on  between  the  Ruffians  and  Furks  through  the 
winter  in  Moldavia ,  as  well  as  in  the  Budziack.  Young  Fartar  prince p 
[on  to  the  Khan,  killed  in  an  aftion  near  Bender •  Humane  and  honourable 
conduct  of  general  Kamenjkoi ,  with  refpeft  to  the  body  of  the  prince,  and  in 
refloring  it  to  his  father.  Grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Khan  to  the 
Ruffian  general  for  his  generoftty  and  compafjion,  and  the  pious  conflation^ 
with  which  he  endeavours  to  footh  his  own  grief.  War  renewed  with 
great  animofty  along  the  frontiers  by  the  Furks  and  Aufrians  upon  the 
expiration  of  the  armifice.  Emprefs  of  Rufjia  exceeds  even  her  ufual 
magnificence  in  the  revoards  and  honours  which  /he  beflows  upon  the  con¬ 
querors  of  Oczakow.  Has  not  yet  given  up  her  defigns  on  Egypt ,  where  the 
Baron  de  Fhorus ,  late  Ruffian  conful  at  Alexandria,  being  fent  in  difguif: , 
and  fur  ni/hed  with  powers,  to  make  great  propofols  to  the  Beys  to  induce 
them  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  and  excite  new  commotions  in  the  country,  the 
Baron  is  feized  by  Ifmael  Bey ,  and fent  bound ,  with  his  credentials  and 
papers,  to  the  Furki/h  Ba/ha ,  who  commits  him  clofe  prifoner  to  the  caffe  of 
Grand  Cairo.  Defperate  and  ferocious  valour  difplayed  by  the  Bofniacs, 
fighting  entirely  on  their  own  account ,  in  defence  of  their  e fates,  families  s 
and  country,  again/  the  Auflrians.  Furki/h  fpirit  finks  totally  before  the 
Ruffians.  General  Dorfelden’s  viftory  on  the  banks  of  the  Sereth  i  purjues 
his  fuccefs,  attacks  the  lurki/h  frong  camp  at  Galats  ;  forces  the  camp  ; 
feizes  the  whole  as  a  fpoil  3  and  routs ,  difperfes ,  or  defrays  the  enemy’s 
army.  War  rages  in  Franfylvania  and  the  Bannat.  Mar/hal  Laudohne 
with  the  Auflrian  army  on  the  fide  of  Croatia,  makes  pi  eparations  for  the 
fege  of  Furki/h  G  radifea,  where  he  had  been  foiled  the  preceding  year . 

[L]  3  Chat 
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That  place  the  grand  outwork  to  Belgrade ,  and  hitherto  famous  for  its 
repeated  fuccefsjul  refinance,  Jlr&ngeiy  abandoned  upon  receiving  a  bom¬ 
bardment.  The  Mtirfhal  immediately  commences  his  preparations  for  the 
fiege  of  Belgrade.  Prince  of  Saxe  Colour g  has  the  fortune  of  retrieving 
the  honour  of  the  Au [Irian  arms ,  by  obtaining  the  frft  victory  of  any 
moment  which  they  gained  in  the  courfe  of  the  war .  Totally  defeats  and 
ruins  an  army  o‘  30,000  Turks ,  under  the  command  of  a  Serafquier,  in  the 
fir  on g  fortified  camp  of  Fockzan,  in  Wallachia,  Prince  of  Anhalt  Bern - 
bourg ,  with  a  part  of  Kamenfkoi  s  army ,  defeats  a  body  of  Turks  who 
were  going  to  the  relief  of  Bender ,  and  takes  the  whole  convoy.  New 
Grand  V rzir,  with  a  vajl  army ,  totally  defeated  at  Marline fti,  by  the 
frince  of  Saxe  Colourg  an d general  Suwarrow ,  with  very  inferior  forces. 
Grand  T urkijh  army  totally  difperfed  and  ruined •  Belgrade  befieged  and 
taken  by  Marfhal  Laudohn ,  who  grants  favourable  conditions  to  tne  gar - 
rifon  and  inhabitants .  Grand  admiral,  Haffan  Pacha ,  quits  the  feet  in 
the  Black  Sea,  and  takes  the  command  of  the  army  in  Beffarabia,  in  the  hope 
of  faving  B  aider  ;  hut,  forfaken  now  by  his  ufual  good  fortune ,  is  totally 
defeated,  after  an  ob finale  battle,  by  the  Princes  Potemkin  and  Repnin ,  at 
Tobak.  Bender  taken  after  a  long  fiege,  Bialagrod  and  Kylia  Is! ova, 
likewrf?  taken  by  the  Ruffians.  Aufrians  no  lefs  fuccefsful,  take  Buchartf 
and  other  plages,  until  the  noble  defence  made  by  the  garrifon  of  Grfova  put 

eafily  be  fupplied  with  effect,  and  in 
his  anxiety  to  procure  a  proper  fub- 
fiitiite,  thought  it  necefiary  to  draw 
forth  the  old  field  marfhal  Haddick 
from  his  retirement,  as  it  might  be 
confidered,  at  the  head  of  the  war 
department  in  Vienna,  and  to  place 
him  at  the  head  of  the  grand  army. 
This  general  had  undoubtedly  great 
and  long  experience  ;  perhaps  ex¬ 
ceeding  in  that  refpeft  any  other  in 
Europe.  For  he  had  been  highly 
diftinguifhed  as  an  able  and  moll 
active  officer,  in  the  earlieft  wars  of 
the  late  emprefs  Maria  Therefa. 
But  he  had  long  lain  dormant,  and 
his  great  age  feemed  a  full  mann- 
miffion  from  all  farther  adtive  fer- 
vice.  The  prince  de  Ligne  was 
appointed  fecond  in  command  un¬ 
der  marihal  Haddick.  The  prince 
of  Saxe  Cobourg,  whofe  military 
reputation  had  rifen  very  high  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  war 
commanded  the  fide  of  Molda- 


a  ft  op  to  their  farther  progrefs „ 

*TpH  E  lofs  of  health  and  total 
Jl,  ruin  of  his  eonfiitution,  which 
were  the  unhappy  effects  the  Em¬ 
peror  experienced  from  his  unfor¬ 
tunate  campaign  on  the  Danube,  in 
the  year  1788,  produced  no  re- 
miflion  to  the  Ottomans  on  that 
fide,  in  the  fucceeding  year,  from  a 
renewal  of  thofe  i  nee  dan  r  affaults 
which  they  had  fo  fuccefsful  ly  with- 
flood  in  the  preceding.  On  the 
Contrary,  his  generals  being  freed 
by  that  event,  from  his  continual 
interference  in  their  conduct  and 
defigns,  and  feveral  of  them  being 
men  of  great  experience  and  abi¬ 
lity,  they  now,  when  left  to  them- 
felves,  aCted  with  fuch  vigour  and 
fuccefs,  that  it  feemed  difficult  ro 
believe  they  commanded  the  fame 
troops,  who  had  fo  lately  been  re¬ 
peated  iv  b aided  and  disgraced. 

The  fovereign  himfelf  ieemed, 
however,  apprehenfive,  that  his  al¬ 
ienee  from  the  army  could  not 
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via,  Wallachia,  and  the  Bucko  wine, 
and  generally  aCted  in  concert  with 
the  Ruffians  under  general  Suwarow 
and  others.  The  Prince  of  Hohen- 
ioe,  commanded  in  Tranfylvania, 
where  he  had  nearly  a  conftant 
fmall  war  to  maintain  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers.  The  army  expected  and  in¬ 
tended  to  be  mod:  effective,  was 
that  commanded  by  marfhal  Lau- 
dohn  on  the  fide  ol  Croatia,  who 
was  aflifled  by  the  generals  Rouv- 
roi  Mitrowlki,  and  others. 

The  very  bad  fuccefs  of  the  for¬ 
mer  campaign,  along  with  the  un¬ 
exampled  wade  of  treafure  and  of 
men  with  which  it  was  accompa¬ 
nied,  and  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the 
heavy  fubfidies  which  muft  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  its  continuance,  had, 
however  ferved,  both  at  Vienna 
and  in  the  provinces,  effectually  to 
cure  the  people  of  all  ftomach  and 
inclination  for  the  war.  The  fplen- 
did  dreams  of  conquefts,  glory,  and 
the  fpoils  of  ruined  and  vanquished 
nations,  were  now  vanished,  and 
people,  inftead  of  thirfting  for  the 
wealth  or  blood  of  others,  would 
have  thought  themfelves  happy  in¬ 
deed  if  they  could  preferve  their 
own.  Though  this  temper  pro¬ 
duced  complaints  and  remondran- 
ces  from  the  provinces,  they  had  no 
effedt  upon  the  court ;  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  tarniShcd  glory,  niuft  by  fome 
means,  though  it  were  only  by  de¬ 
putation,  be  reStored  to  its  lirfcre, 
and  this  could  only  be  done  by  a 
fuccefsful  campaign.  In  a  grand 
council  held  at  Vienna,  foon  after 
the  opening  of  the  year  1789,  it 
was  accordingly  determined  to  flip- 
port  the  war,  in  all  its  parts,  with 
the  utmoft  pofhble  vigour  ;  heavy 
iubfidies  were  of  courfe  demanded, 
and  of  neceSfity  granted  ;  the  thin¬ 
ned  ranks  of  the  different  armies 
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were  completely  filled  up  ;  hope, 
defign,  and  intended  aCtion  were 
visible  in  every  department  and  it 
feemed  rather  the  opening  of  a  new 
war,  than  the  profecuuqn  of  an 
old. 

If  the  Situation  of  the  Ottomans 
was  by  no  means  mended  in  their 
conteft  with  the  Emperor,  they 
flood  much  worfe  with  refpfcCt  to 
their  other  potent  and  moSt  deter¬ 
mined  enemy,  than  they  had  done 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
The  fatality  by  which,  contrary  to 
all  reafon  and  probability,  they  had 
loft  Oczakow,  was  irrecoverably 
ruinous.  It  feemed,  indeed,  an  ir- 
refillible  blow  of  Providence,  def- 
tined  entirely  to  cruSIi  a  finking 
empire  ;  and  to  be  actually  rea- 
lifingthofe  old  prophecies,  by  which 
they  fancy  themfelves  doomed, 
fooner  or  later,  to  become  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  that  northern  people.  Such 
a  tradition,  and  an  opinion  fo  found¬ 
ed  on  both  Sides  might  produce  no 
fmall  effcCts,  even  without  the  aid 
of  predeSlination,  in  nations  much 
lefs  fuperilitious  and  more  enligh- 
tended  than  either  the  Muffulmans 
or  Ruffians. 

By  that  fatal  blow,  befides  the 
flan  ghter  o  f  feveral  thou  Sands  of 
their  chofen  and  beft  troops,  and 
including  a  large  proportion  of 
their  braved  and  mod  adventurous 
officers,  and  by  the  lofs  of  Choczim 
(which  could  nor,  however,  have 
been  preferved)  the  Ruffian  armies 
were  now  in  the  heart  of  their  do¬ 
minions,  both  on  the  fide  of  the 
Black  Sea,  and  in  their  Danubian 
provinces.  Thus  they  were  to  open 
the  campaign  under  the  greatefb 
difadvantages,  rather  waiting  the 
direction  of  the  enemy  in  their  at- 

j 

tacks,  than  being  able  to  purfue  any 
comprehenfivc  plan  of  their  own 
[£]  4  -  for 
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for  active  fervice  and  offenlive  war. 
They  had  likewiieloft  the  flower  of 
their  troops  in  other  places  belides 
Oczakow,  during  the  bloody  fervice 
of  the  IaA  campaign  ;  and  it  was 
perhaps  the  great eit  fault  that  could 
be  juftly  imputed  to  the  conduct  of 
the  grand  vizir,  and  indeed  there 
could  not  be  a  greater,  that  he  had 
been  too  prodigal  qf  the  lives  of 
bis  men.  Nor  could  this  lofs  be 
fupplied  with  effect.  The  innume¬ 
rable  new  levies  bv  which  every 
part  of  the  empire  was  now  indis¬ 
criminately  drained,  being  far  infe¬ 
rior  to  thofe  brave  men  who  came 
forward  in  the  fullnefs  of  confidence 
and  enthufiam  to  the  defence  of 
their  country  at  the  opening  of  the 
war. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  armies  of 
their  combined  enemies  were  now 
in  fuch  pofitions,  as  would  eafily 
admit  of  their  junction  if  that  jfhould 
be  found  neceifary,  and  confequent- 
1y  had  a  free  choice  of  afling  jointly 
or  feperately,  as  the  occafi on  might 
offer,  and  advantage  point  out. 
Their  vicinity  likewife  excited  that 
emulation  between  the  nations  which 
produces  fuch  wonderful  effects  in 
war.  The  Auftrian,  who  felt  that 
the  military  cha?  abler,  and,  as  he 
conceived,  honour  of  his  country, 
bad  been  tarniilied  in  the  laft  year, 
befides  that  powerful  motive  for 
exertion,  was  farther,  and  it  might 
be  faid  irrefiftably  impelled  by  the 
confideration,  that  he  wasading  im¬ 
mediately  under  the  eye  of  the  vic¬ 
torious  and  infulting  Ruffian,  whofe 
conftant  triumphs  led  him  to  hold 
the  enemy  cheap,  and  to  regard 
thofe  with  contempt  who  were  lefs. 
fuccefsful  than  himfelf. 

We  have  fhown  in  our  Jail  vo¬ 
lume,  the  clamour  that  was  raifed  at 
Conilantinqple  againft  the  grand 
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vizir,  on  account  of  his  condud  iu 
abandoning  the  Bannat.  A  violen 
fadion  was  likewife  formed  againft 
him  in  the  divan,  which  fupported., 
and  probably  encouraged  the  in¬ 
temperance  of  the  populace.  This 
might  have  been,  perhaps  with- 
flood  without  much  difficulty,  but 
the  lofs  of  Oczakow  blew  up  a 
flame  which  it  feemed  fcarcely  pof- 
fible  to  extinguifli.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  rage  of  the  people  upon, 
receiving  the  account  of  that  mif~ 
fortune.  All  the  blame  was  laid 
upon  the  unfortunate  general  •  it 
was  in  vain  to  Jliew  that  he  had  pro¬ 
vided  amply  and  excellently  for  the 
defence  of  the  place,  and  that  no 
wifdom  or  care  could  guard  againft 
accident,  or  prevent  misfortune. 
All  argument  and  reafon  was  loft, 
and  an  ignorant  and  barbarous  rab¬ 
ble  thiriting  for  blood,  thought  that 
nothing  could  tend  fo  much  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  empire,  as  the 
making  a  facrifice  of  the  only  man 
who  had  fliewn  himfelf  capable  of 
retrieving  its  fortune. 

It  feemed  fo  far  fortunate  for 
the  grand  vizir,  that  he  had  not 
arrived  at  the  capital,  at  the  time 
the  news  was  received  of  the  lofs 
of  Gczakow.  In  that  cafe,  nothing 
could  have  faved  him  from  the  fury 
of  the  multitude.  The  Grand  Sig- 
nior  was  almofthis  only  friend,  and 
almoft  the  only  perfon  who  would 
acknowledge  a  due  fenfe  of  his 
merit,  abilities,  and  fervice  ;  but  in 
thefe  points  he  was  inflexible,  and 
neither  violence  without,  nor  cabals 
in  the  council,  could  bend  him  to 
the  facrifice  of  his  minifter  and  ge¬ 
neral.  It,  however,  required  not 
only  all  the  fovereign’s  authority, 
but  no  fmaJI  portion  of  management 
and  addrefs  to  fave  him  ;  at  lead 
without  exafperating  the  people  in 

too 
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too  dangerous  a  degree.  On  the 
errand  vizir’s  return  to  the  capi¬ 
tal,  he  was  arrettedatfome  diftanee, 
and  brought  prifoner  under  a  very 
ftrong  guard  to  Conftantinople.  As 
every  body  now  confidered  him  al¬ 
ready  as  a  dead  man,  it  ferved  much 
to  allay  the  rage  of  the  people,  as 
the  time  fpent  in  the  forms  and  de¬ 
lays  of  a  trial  (which  was  publicly 
announced,and  conducted  with  great 
parade)  contributed  ttill  farther  to 
dull  the  edge  of  their  fury.  The 
novelty  of  a  trial,  under  a  govern¬ 
ment  where  date  punifhments  are 
almott  always  fummarv  and  arbi¬ 
trary,  could  not  but  greatly  attract 
the  public  attention,  and  divert  it 
from  other  matters.  The  refult 
was,  the  honourable  acquittal  of  the 
grand  vizir  from  the  two  capital 
changes,  of  his  having  caufelefsly 
evacuated  theBannat,and  ofhaving, 
through  neglcCt  or  ill-condu£t,  been 
the  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  Oczakow, 
The  Captain  Bafha  is  faid  to  have 
had  a  great  fhare  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  affair  ;  and  the  grand 
vizir  being  now  freed  from  appa¬ 
rent  danger,  was  glad  to  depart  front 
an  ungrateful  capital,  and,  trailing 
to  his  fortune,  and  to  the  friendfhip 
and  firmnefs  of  his  royal  matter,  re¬ 
fumed  the  command  of  the  army 
(where  he  was  adored)  and  made 
every  preparation  for  fupporting  the 
war  with  vigour  and  firmnefs. 

But  the  Ottoman  empire  was  now 
to  experiencea  domeftic  misfortune, 
more  fatal,  perhaps,  than  any  it 
could  have  received  from  without, 
and  which  feemed  deftined  in  its 
confcquence  to  obfpure,  if  not  to 
finly  the  Crefcent  for  ever.  This 
was  the  lofs  of  its  excellent  fove- 
reign,  Abdul  Hamet,  who  being 
taken  fuddenly  ill  in  the  itreet, 
dropped  down, and, notwithstanding 
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the  aid  of  medicine,  ex-  *  ■,  , 

pired  early  the  follow-  ‘  P  J"  9 
ing  morning.  His  diff 
order  feemed  to  have  been  a  kind  of 
apoplexy,  though  his  death,  as  is 
cuttomary  in  iuch  circumhances, 
with  refpeCt  to  princes,  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  poifon.  He  was  immedw 
ately  fucceeded  by  his  nephew  Se¬ 
lim,  who,  with  the  greateit  integrity 
and  honour,  he  had  moll  carefully 
bred  up  and  educated  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  in  prejudice  to  his  own  iffue, 
but  in  a  pious  conformity  with  the 
laft  requeft  of  his  dying  brother 
and  predeceffor. 

Abdul  Hamet  had  departed  en¬ 
tirely  from  that  intolerable  haugh- 
tinefs  and  arrogance,  thofe  unjuft 
and  cruel  maxims  of  policy,  and  that 
ftern  ferocious  difpofition, which  had 
rendered  fo  many  of  his  predecef- 
fors  the  objects  of  dread  and  abhor¬ 
rence  to  mankind.  Humanity,  be¬ 
neficence,  and  juftice,  were  the 
leading  traits  of  his  character  3  and 
he  feemed  a  new  graft  upon  _  the 
Ottoman  flock.  He  had  received 
his  education  in  the  feraglio  at  Scu¬ 
tari,  near  the  capital,  where,  befides 
the  learning  common  to  his  country 
and  religion, in  the  1  urkifh,  Arabic, 
and  Greek,  he  had  been  early  initi¬ 
ated  in  the  fciences  and  languages 
of  feveral  of  the  countries  of  Chrif- 
tendom  ;  he  fpoke  the  Italian,  Spa- 
nifh,  and  French  languages  with  to¬ 
lerable  fluency,  but  read  and  under- 
ftood  them  all  perfectly.  This  fa¬ 
cility  of  converfation,  undoubtedly 
contributed  to  render  him  fo  fond 
as  he  was  of  the  company  of  intel¬ 
ligent  Europeans;  a  gratification 
which  feemed  to  form  one  of  his 
molt  pleaiing  amufements.  He  read 
much,  but  gave  a  decided  prefe¬ 
rence  to  hittory  and  politics,  beyond 
all  other  ftudies.  Though  ferupu- 
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loufly  exaft  in  his  obfervance  of 
all  theMudulman  religious  rites  and 
duties,  yet  he  was  fuipefted  of  being 
a  Freethinker  ;  which  perhaps  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  his  never  having  been 
known  to  condemn,  or  to  treat  with 
ridicule  or  contempt,  the  religious 
rkes  or  opinions  of  any  of  the  va¬ 
rious  lefts,  whether  Chridian  or 
ether,  which  were  fpread  through 
the  wide  circuit  of  his  dominions. 
On  the  contrary,  he  appeared  the 
common  father  of  them  all,  not 
only  protecting  them,  as  far  as  his 
intelligence  could  reach,  from  the 
oppreffion  of  the  Turks,  but  becom¬ 
ing  himfelf  oecafionally  the  com- 
pofer  of  their  religious  feuds,  arid" 
the  mild  reftrainer  of  their  vio¬ 
lence. 

With  refpeft  to  government,  he 
fsw  perfeftly,  and  deeply  lamented, 
the  incorrigible  vices  and  abufes 
-which  prevailed  in  every  part  of 
the  empire,  and  which  were  fo 
clofely  entwined  in  the  conftitution 
itfelf,  as  not  to  afford  a  hope  of  his 
being  able  to  eradicate,  or  even' to 
reform  them  in  any  effeftual  degree. 
He  abhorred  the  Janizaries,  as  an 
ill-governed,  turbulent,  and  mod 
dangerous  body.  Their  entire  dif- 
folution,and  the  eflablifhment  ofthe 
military  force  of  the  empire  upon 
European  principles,  were  the  great 
objefts  of  his  willies  through  the 
courfe  of  his  reign  ;  and  if  it  had 
not  been  his  ill-fortune  to  have  lived 
In  *  evil  days'  and  in  a  bad  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  he  might  poflibly  have 
gone  greater  lengths  towards  their 
attainment  than  may  be  now  eafily 
imagined.  He  was  fond  of  peace, 
becaiife  it  fuited  his  views,  in  train¬ 
ing  his  fubjefts  to  the  purfuit  of 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com¬ 
merce,  as  the  means  to  render  them 
rich  and  happy,  and  to  which  he 


gave  them  every  encouragement* 
But  he  fufficiently  {hewed  that  he 
was  not  afraid  of  war,  when  necef- 
fity  required  that  fatal  decifion. 

We  have  the  teftimony  ofthe  ce¬ 
lebrated  count  de  Verge  nnes,  late 
prime  minifter  of  France,  and  for¬ 
merly  ambaffador  at  thePorte(who 
can  be  confidered  as  no  incompetent 
judge)  that  Abdul  Harriet  was  one 
of  the  fined  gentlemen  he  had  ever 
feen.  Europeans  were  aftomllied 
when  they  heard  him  difeourfe  with 
intimate  knowledge,  of  the  ftate  of 
the  arts,  of  the  amufements,  and  of 
the  parties  in  their  refpeftive  coun¬ 
tries  ;  when  they  heard  him  talk  like 
a  connoifeur  of  the  mufic,  operas, 
and  paintingsof  Italy,  of  the  French 
and  Englilh  theatres,  and  dill  more, 
when  he  dated  the  political  views 
and  intereds  of  the  greater  nations, 
and  talking  familiarly  of  theFrendh 
intrigues  in  England  and  Holland, 
and  of  the  factions  which  they 
formed  or  nurfed  in  thofe  countries. 
His  favourijp  and  happied  parties 
were  formed  with  the  Chridian 
miniders  at  the  Porte  ;  and  of  thefe, 
the  marquis  de  Choifeul  Gouffier, 
and  fir  Robert  Ainilie,  the  French 
and  Engliili  ambadadors,  feemed  to 
hold  the  fird  place  in  favour.  In 
thefe  private  parties,  all  adumption 
of  date  and  dignity  was  laid  afide  j 
a  perfeft  equality  appeared,  and  the 
mod  unreferved  freedom  of  conver- 
fation  took  place.  He  was  fond  of 
wine, and  was  faid,  upon  thofe  occa- 
fions,  fometimes  to  indulge  it  to  ex- 
cefs.  It  was  in  thofe  moments  of 
hilarity  that  he  laughingly  faid,  “  if 
“  he  were  to  become  an  infidel,  he 
**  fhould  adurdedly  embrace  the  Ro- 
“  man  Catholic  communion,  for 
u  that  all  the  bed  European  wines 
“  grew  in  their  countries  ;  and  in- 
“  deed,  that  lie  had  never  heard  of 
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44  a  good  Proteftant  wine.” — Upon 
the  whole,  Abdul  Hamet,  the  morn¬ 
ing  before  his  death,  might  have 
been  fafely  claffed  among  the  bell 
fovereigns  then  exiting. 

His  fucceffor  Selim,  of  whom 
great  hopes  feemed  to  have  been 
formed,  as  if  deftined  to  reftore  the 
fortune  and  greatnefs  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  foon  fhewed  himfelf  equally 
unworthy  of  the  education  which  he 
received,  and  of  the  inviolable  in¬ 
tegrity  which  hisuncle  had  difplay- 
ed  in  his  favour,  *1  he  opening  of 
his  reign  was  fullied  by  avarice  and 
rapacity,  and  his  throne  deeply  ftain- 
ed  by  cruelty  and  blood.  1  he 
wealth  of  the  grand  vizir  JulTuf 
Pacha,  which  wasellimated  at  about 
a  million  flerling,  pointed  him  out 
a*  one  of  the  firft  objects  for  the 
gratification  of  tliefe  fordid  and  inhu¬ 
man  paflions.  Inftead  of  accepting 
his  wealth  as  the  price  of  his  life,  his 
blood  was  doomed  to  be  facrificed 
to  his  treafure. 

This  great  minifter  and  general 
,  was  feized  at  the  head  of  the  grand 
army  at  Rufhchiouk,  and  being  con¬ 
veyed  prifoner  to  Conftantinople, 
was  fentenced  to  banifhment,  and 
to  the  forfeiture  of  his  treafures ; 
but  this  punifiiment  being,  upon 
reflection,  thought  too  mild,  he  was 
murdered  on  the  way  to  the  place 
of  his  exile,  and  his  head  being 
brought  back  in  triumph,  was  hung 
up* to  ornament  the  gates,  or  walls 
of  the  feraglio.  Confifcations  and 
executions  were  nowbecome  failiion- 
ablc,  and  theirterror  was  leffened  by 
their  frequency  ;  while  diftance  or 
obfeurity  could  only  afford  protec¬ 
tion  againft  the  rapacity  and  cruelty 
of  the  new  fultan.  The  violent  fpi- 
rit  of  caprice  and  innovation  with 
which  he  was  poffeffed,  was  ftijl  per¬ 
haps  more  ruinous  to  the  empire. 


than  even  this  vile  fyfteitt  of  go¬ 
vernment.  He  feemed  afting  the 
part  of  Rehob oam.  Every  thing 
liis  uncle  or  the  late  grand  vizir  had 
done  or  eflabliibed,  was  altered  or 
overthrown,  and,  excepting  the 
captain  Pacha,  or  grand  admiral, 
every  man  was  dilpoffeffed  of  hit 
office  who  was  qualified  to  hold  it. 

The  eonfequences  might  have 
been  eafiiy  foretold,  for  they  could 
fcarcely  have  been  other  than  what 
they  aClually  were.  Fortune  totally 
abandoned  the  Turk i ill  ftandard. 
The  troops  loll  their  accufiomed 
confidence  and  valour,  and,  along 
with  zeal  and  hope,  the  fpirit  of  en¬ 
terprise  had  fled  from  the  com¬ 
manders.  It  accordingly  fell  out, 
that,  from  the  time  the  caufes  which, 
produced  this  fatal  change  had 
taken  full  effeCl,  difmay,  defeat,  dif- 
grace,  and  ruin,  were  the  conftant 
concomitants  of  the  Ottoman  ar¬ 
mies  ;  until,  through  a  long  feries 
of  Ioffe*  and  miicarriages,  and  a 
continual  failure  of  all  their  hopes 
and  defigns,  the  empire  was  re¬ 
duced  to  fo  abjeCt  and  deplorable 
a  ffate,  as  to  owe  its  exiftence,  in 
any  form,  to  the  intervention  of 
thofe  European  powers,  who  were 
interefeed  in  preventing  its  total 
downfal. 

The  bafiba  of  Wldin  was  appoint¬ 
ed  grand  vizir,  and  only  ferved  in 
that  ftation  to  fliew,  how  totally  un¬ 
qualified  he  was  to  fupply  the  place 
of  his  illuflrious  though  unfortunate 
predeceffor,  and  the  egregious  want 
of  wifdom  that  operated  in  the 
change.  The  whole  fcheme  of  the 
campaign,  as  it  had  been  formed  by 
the  late  fovereign  and  his  general, 
was  now,  like  every  thing  e!fe,  en¬ 
tirely  changed  ;  and  in  particular, 
it  wasdefigried,  upon  the  new  fyf- 
tem,  to  couduCl  the  war  offenfively 
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againft  Ruffia,  and  defenftvely  with 
the  emperor. 

In  defpite  of  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon,  fome  fmall  but  fevere  ac¬ 
tions  had  taken  place  in  the  courfe 
ex the  winter  in  Moldavia,  between 
the  Ruffians  and  Turks,  where 
though  the  former  were  generally 
fuccefsful,  the  latter  by  no  means 
ihewed  any  lack  of  that  vigour  and 
refolution  which  they  had  difplayed 
in  the  preceding  campaign.  A 
petty  war  of  the  fame  nature  was 
carried  on  in  the  Budziack,  and  the 
borders  of  Bender,  between  the 
Ruffians  and  Tartars.  In  one  of 
thefe  actions,  the  death  of  the  young 
Tartar  fultan,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Khan,  who  lay  on  the  field  covered 
by  a  heap  of  his  friends,  who  pe- 
rilbed  bravely  in  his  defence,  and 
in  endeavouring  to  fave  his  body 
from  infult,  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  general  Katuenlkoi,  to  diftinguifh 
himfelf  by  an  act  of  humanity  which 
did  him  more  honour  than  the  victory. 

He  had  the  body  carefully  fought 
out,  and  all  thofe  relics  which  could 
ierve  to  confirm  its  identity  reco¬ 
vered,  from  the  rapacity  of  the  fol- 
diers,  and  font  by  a  deputation  of 
the  neighbouring  Greek  priefts  to 
the  unhappy  father,  accompanied 
with  a  letter  of  condolence,  tenderly 
commiferating  his  fituation,  de¬ 
claring  the  deepnefs  of  his  own  re¬ 
gret  forthe  misfortune,  and  lament¬ 
ing  the  calamities  of  war,  with  that 
fatal  neceffity,  which  thus  compel* 
led  brave  men  tq  be  the  deftroyers 
of  each  other.  The  Khan’s  letter 
of  acknowledgment  in  anfwer,  may 
be  confidered  as  a  model  in  minia¬ 
ture,  of  natural,  pathetic,  and  un¬ 
affected  eloquence.  The  tender  but 
dignified  fenfations  of  gratitude  in 
which  he  acknowledges  his  obliga- 
iion  to  the  Ruffian  general,  the  re¬ 


ligious  piety  and  philofophy,  with 
which,  though  evidently  ftruck  co 
the  heart,  he  endeavoured  to  con- 
fole  his  grief,  by  a  due  fubmiffion  to 
the  will  of  Heaven,  and  a  reflection 
on  the  uncertainty  of  human  condi¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  on  the  fatal  events 
of  war,  render  it  truly  affecting,  and 
pleafingly  melancholy.  It  may  be 
thought  remarkable,  that  the  Tar¬ 
tar  prince  eeks  no  relief  in  the 
ufual  Greek  and  Roman  confola- 
tion,  that  his  fon  had  died  bravely: 
it  feems  as  if  that  circumftance  was 
too  much  a  matter  of  courfe,  either 
to  excite  obfervation,  or  to  afford 
folace  ;  we  fee  the  man  and  the  fa¬ 
ther  naked  and  confeffed,  without 
the  affumption  of  an  unnatural 
firmnefs,  or  the  -  artificial  difguife 
of  vanity. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  the  ar- 
miffice  between  the  Auftrians  and 
the  Turks,  a  petty,  but  fevere  and 
deftruCtive  war,  was  commenced,, 
and  conducted  with  great  animofity 
on  both  (ides,  all  along  the  frontiers 
both  on  the  fide  of  Tranfyl vania 
and  of  the  Danube.  In  all  thefe 
quarters  the  Turks  fhewed  great 
vigour  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign. 

The  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  fully  fen- 
fible  of  the  value  of  thofe  great 
events  which  hung  upon  the  taking- 
of  Oczakow,  exceeded  even  her  own 
ufual  magnificence  in  the  rewards 
which  flie  bellowed  upon  the  fortu¬ 
nate  conquerors.  Prince  Potemkin, 
befides  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  the 
honour  of  having  medals  ftruck  to 
eternize  his  glory,  received  a  ftaff 
of  command,  entwined  with  laurel, 
richly  ornamented  with  diamonds, 
and  a  prefent  in  money  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  roubles.  The  gene¬ 
rals,  prince  Repnin  and  Suwarow, 
received  magnificent  gold-hiked 
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fwords,  richly  fet  with  diamonds, 
and  the  latter  a  gorgeous  plume  of 
brilliants  to  wear  in  his  hat.  Eftates, 
lots  of  peafants,  and  fums  of  money, 
were  didributed  to  the  other  com¬ 
manders  ;  gold-hilted  fwords  were 
fhowered  upon  the  ether  officers 
down  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  co¬ 
lonel  and  major  ;  the  widow  of  an 
artillery  colonel,  who  was  (lain  in  the 
attack,  was,  with  her  children,  con¬ 
doled  by  a  good  edate  ;  promotion 
was  extended  to  officers  of  a  lower' 
order,  and  even  the  non-commiffion- 
ed  fubalterns,  and  common  foldiers 
who  were  concerned  in  that  affair, 
were  ornamented  with  filver  medals. 
Neither  the  difappointment  which 
the  emprefs  had  experienced  in  the 
preceding  year,  in  not  being  able 
to  fend  a  fleet  to  the  Mediterranean, 
nor  even  the  probable  continuance 
of  the  war  with  Sweden,  had  been 
fufficient  to  induce  that  great  and 
enterprifing  woman  entirely  to  re- 
linquifh  her  defigns  upon  Egypt. 
The  baron  de  Thorus,  formerly 
Ruffian  conful  at  Alexandria,  who 
had  been  deeply  engaged  in  the  re¬ 
bellion  of  the  turbulent  Beys,  and 
In  the  defolation  which  consequently 
overfpread  that  rich  and  fertile 
country,  before  the  expedition  of 
the  grand  admiral  had  reduced  them 
to  fome  degree  of  reafon  and  order, 
was,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  fent  fecretlv  thither 
again,  in  order  to  excite  new  com¬ 
motions.  For  this  purpofe  he  was 
furnifhed  with  ample  powers  for 
concluding  a  permanent  treaty  with 
the  two  mod  powerful  and  ruling 
Beys  ;  infuring  to  them  the  fove- 
reigntv  of  the  country  in  perpe¬ 
tuity,  upon  condition  that  they  en¬ 
tirely  threw  off  the  Ottoman  yoke, 
and  placed  themfelves  under  the 
protection  of  the  emprefs,  vvhofe 


fleets  and  armies  would  be  ready 
effectually  to  fupport  them. 

The  baron,  thus  provided,  hav¬ 
ing  landed  iecretly  at  Alexandria; 
and  proceeded  with  the  fame  cau¬ 
tion  up  the  Nile,  prefented  himfelf 
to  his  old  acquaintance,  Ifmael 
Bey,  in  his  camp,  for  he  was  one 
of  the  great  Beys  to  whom  his  com- 
million  was  directed,  and  command¬ 
ed  the  army  in  Lower  Egypt,  But 
this  man,  mod  unfortunately  for  the 
baron,  had  totally  changed  his  po¬ 
litical  principles,  or  at  lead  his  dif- 
pofition  with  refpeCt  to  the  Ruffians  $ 
he  accordingly  fent  the  envoy 
bound,  with  his  credentials  and  pa¬ 
pers,  under  a  drong  guard  to  the 
Turkifh  bafha  at  Grand  Cairo, 
who  committed  him  to  a  clofe  im- 
prifonment  in  that  cadle.  We  are 
not  acquainted  with  the  fubfequent 
fate  of  the  baron. 

While  fortune  feemed  yet  waver¬ 
ing  in  the  fniall  frontier  war  be¬ 
tween  the  Audrians  and  Turks, 
and  that  the  Bofniacs  (appertaining 
to  the  latter,  but  fighting,  for  them¬ 
felves)  difplayed  aCfs  of  the  mod 
defperate  and  ferocious  valour,  the 
Ruffians  carried  every  thing  before 
them  in  Moldavia  ;  the  Ottoman 
genius  and  courage  feeming  to  fink 
fo  entirely  in  the  face  of  that  ene¬ 
my,  that  their  troops  did  not  feem 
to  bear  the  fame  character  with 
thofe  who  were  otherwife  engaged. 
Habitual  ill  fuccefs,  predeflinariart 
principles,  fuperdition  and  the  terror 
excited  by  the  (laughter  at  Ocza- 

J  o 

kow,  druek  officers  and  men  with 
fuch  a  panic,  that  they  expeCted 
nothing  but  defeat,  and  were  al¬ 
ready  beaten  in  idea,  before  a 
blow  was  given.  While  caufes  in 
every  thing  direCt Iv  oppofite,  ope¬ 
rating  with  no  lefs  force  on  the 
other  fide,  the  Ruffian  advanced 

upon 
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upon  his  enemy  in  all  the  pride  and 
fecurity  of  affured  trimph  and  eafy 
vidlory. 

in  the  lad  days  of  April,  general 
Dorfelden  gained  a  eonfiderable 
victory  over  a  body  of  Turks  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Sereth,  where 
feveral  hundreds  were  killed,  many 
driven  into  the  river  and  drowned, 
and  along  with  the  lofs  of  their  ar-, 
tillery,  the  bafha  who  commanded, 
with  feveral  of  his  principal  officers, 
and  a  number  of  foldiers,  were  made 
prifoners.  The  principal  Turkifh 
force  in  the  province  was  polled  in 
a  droned  y  fortified  camp  near  Galats 
and  this  fucceis  encouraged  Dor¬ 
felden  to  march  incontinently  to 
their  attack.  On  the  firft  of  May, 
after  an  aftion  of  three  hours,  the 
camp  was  donned  in  different  quar¬ 
ters,  and  nothing  but  rout,  terror, 
and  daughter  enfued.  About  1,500 
Turks  were  killed  ;  a  bafha  of  three 
tails  who  commanded,  with  feveral 
inferior  bafha’s,  an  unufual  number 
of  officers,  and  above  a  thoufand 
foldiers,  had  the  fortune  toefcape 
the  fabre,  and  to  become  prifoners. 
The  camp,  with  its  artillery,  maga¬ 
zines,  ftores,  trophies,  and  whatever 
elfe  it  contained,  became  a  prey  to 
the  vidtors. 

The  war  raged  on  the  borders  of 
Tranfvlvania,  between  the  1  urtcs 
and  Andrians,  through  the  month  of 
April,  the  climate  there  admitting 
of  early  fervice  ;  the  latter  were  fa^ 
tisfied  /to  aft  on  the  defenfive  in 
that  quarter,  where  their  pods  and 
paffes  in  the  mountains  were  too 
ffcrong  to  admit  of  the  enemy  mak¬ 
ing  any  great  progrefs.  The  Turks 
hid  an  eye  dill  upon  the  Banna/, 
into  which  they  made  an  irruption 
pretty  early  in  the  feafon,  which 
was  deemed  fo  ferious,  that  we  find 
marshal  Had  click  with  the  grand 


army  encamped  at  Weilkirchen  to¬ 
wards  the  middle  of  the  fummer* 
Nothing  of  confequence  was  how¬ 
ever,  done  on  either  fide  in  that 
province  ;  and  it  had  been  fo  en¬ 
tirely  ruined  in  the  preceding  year, 
that  it  could  not  fuffer  much  in  the 
prefent. 

In  the  mean  time  marfhal  Lau- 
dohn,  with  the  executive  army,  was 
on  the  fide  of  Croatia,  making  the 
neceffary  preparations  for  the  fiege 
of  Turkifh  Gradifca,  which  had  fo 
manfully  and  repeatedly  v/ithdood 
the  Auftrian  attacks  in  the  pa  ft 
year,  and  was  now  expefled  to 
make  a  very  vigorous,  if  not 
icng  defence.  Having  Jun(.  20th_ 
brought  forward  a  pro-  J 
digious  artillery,  both  of  mortars 
and  battering  cannon,  and  without 
waiting  to  break  ground  or  to  in- 
clofe  the  fortrefs,  he  commenced 
his  operations  with  a  inoft  violent 
cannonade  and  bombardment.  This 
however5’,  which  could  only  have 
been  done  with  a  view  to  difpirit 
the  garrifon  and  to  fhatter  the 
houfes,  produced  an  effedt  which 
the  marfhal  had  little  reafon  to  ex¬ 
pert  ;  for  on  the  morning  of  the 
fecond  day’s  bombardment,  the 
Turks  evacuated  the  fortrefs,  on 
the  fide  that  was  open  towards  the 
nrountains,  and  marched  off  bag 
and  baggage  in  good  order,  with¬ 
out  interruption,  the  conquerors 
feeming  too  well  fatisded  with  their 
cheap  luccefs,  to  attempt  diilurbing 
their  retreat. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  the 
motive,  or  to  account  for  the  prin* 
clple,  which  could  have  induced  the 
new  grand  vizir,  or  whoever  con¬ 
cluded  the  war  under  him  in  that 
quarter,  to  have  given  up  this  for¬ 
trefs  fo  eafily.  Betides  its  ftrength, 
the  garrifon  had  been  trained  up  in 
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*  fuceefsful  courfe  of  defence,  and 
were  in  the  habit  of  baffling  their 
enemy.  Laudohn  .  himfelf,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  rapid  fuccefs  of 
his  arms  in  taking  other  places,  had 
been  foiled  before  this  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  the  winter  having 
obliged  him  to  abandon  it  after  a 
liege  of  confiderable  length.  But 
it  was  otherwife  a  place  of  the  ut- 
mod  importance.  For>it  might  be 
confidered  as  the  great  and  princi¬ 
pal  outwork  of  Belgrade  ;  it  being 
the  only  fortrefs  now  left,  which 
could  have  rendered  the  fiege  of 
that  place  difficult,  if  not  impracti¬ 
cable  ;  and  the  whole  time  fpent 
before  the  former  would  have  been 
fo  much  gained  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  latter  ;  for  if  the  fiege  of  Bel¬ 
grade  had  been  procradinated  to  a 
certain  feafon,  the  rivers  would  have 
fought  in  defence  of  the  town  upon 
the  approach  of  winter.  This  was 
fo  well  underfiood  by  marfhal  Lau¬ 
dohn,  that  as  foon  as  he  had  taken 
poffieffion  ofGradifca  (by  the  Turks 
called  Berbir)  he  immediately  com¬ 
menced,  with  the  utmoft  alfiduity, 
his  preparations  for  the  fiege  of 
Belgrade. 

The  prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg  had 
the  fortune  of  retrieving;  the  honour 
of  the  Audrian  arms,  by  obtaining 
the  firft  victory  of  any  moment 
which  they  had  gained  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war.  A  Turkifh  fe- 
rafquier  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
30,000  men  being  encamped  near 
Fockfan  in  Wallachia,  which  town 
he  had  foptified,  and  formed  great 
magazines  in  it,  the  prince  of  Co¬ 
bourg,  with  a  much  inferior  force, 
attacked  him  in  his  camp,  and 
gained  a  mod  complete  victory. 
rl  he  ferafquier  himfelf,  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  principal  officers,  were 
taken  prifoners,  above  5jOoq  of  his 
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men  killed  or  taken,  the  whole  army 
difperfed  and  ruined,  while  the  ar¬ 
tillery  and  fpoil s  of  the  camp,  with 
the  town  of  Fockfan,  and  all  its  ma¬ 
gazines,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
viCtors.  It  was  fo  new  a  fpeCtacle 
at  Vienna  to  behold  any  marks  of 
fuccefs  or  triumph  arifing  from 
this  hitherto  unfortunate  war,  that 
the  arrival  of  the  exprefs  upon 
this  occafion,  preceded  by  a  number 
of  horns,  and  difplaying  a  few  of 
the  mod  portable  trophies  of  vic¬ 
tory,  difiufed  an  excefs  of  joy  be¬ 
yond  all  defeription  among  the  in¬ 
habitants  ;  and  if  the  unfortunate 
emperor’s  date  of  health  had  not 
been  too  deplorable  to  admit  relief, 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  this, 
along  with  the  fucceeding  fortunate 
events  which  were  foon  to  take 
place,  might  have  contributed  much 
to  his  recovery. 

The  grand  vizir,  who,  among  his 
other  vain-glorious  affiumptions,  had 
boldly  pledged  himfelf  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  Oczakow,  made  many 
preparations  and  movements  which 
indicated  a  defign  of  endeavouring 
to  fulfil  his  promife;  but  a  dreadful 
fcarcity  of  provifions  which  forely 
didreffed  his  army,  along  with  the 
watchful  eye  of  the  Ruffians  upon 
all  his  motions,  and  above  all,  the 
torrents  of  ill  fortune  which  now  be¬ 
gan  to  overwhelm  him  from  every 
quarter,  not  only  erafed  all  trace* 
of  that  defign,  but  foon  convinced 
him,  that  even  the  prefervation  of 
Bender  was  not  within  the  compafs 
of  his  power  or  fortune. 

We  have  already  feen  that  gene¬ 
ral  Kamenfkoi,  who  commanded  the 
Ruffian  forces  in  Beffiarabia,  had 
poded  them  in  fuch  a  manner  thro’ 
the  winter,  as,  without  forming  a 
regular  blockade,  greatly  to  incom¬ 
mode  the  garrifon  of  Bender,  by 

cutting 
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cutting  off  their  communications 
and  intercepting  their  fuppiies. 
This  being  not  only  continued,  but 
the  evil  augmented  in  the  fine  wea¬ 
ther  of  fummer,  the  garrifon  was 
reduced  to  great  diftreis,  and  its  re¬ 
lief  became  a  matter  of  neceffity. 
The  prince  of  Anhalt  Bernbourg, 
who  had  gained  great  renown  at  the 
taking  of  Ocza'kow,  and  now  com¬ 
manded  a  detachment  of  Kamen- 
ikoi’s  army,  derived  an  opportunity, 
from  this  Fate  of  things,  of  adding 
new  laurels  to  the  former.  He  had 
the  fortune,  near  Caufchan,  on  the 
Niefter,  to  fall  in  with  a  ferafquier, 
at  "the  head  of  feven  or  eight  thou- 
fandfpahis,  orTurkilli  cavalry,  who 
were  conducting  relief  to  the  garri¬ 
fon  of  Bender.  Though  the  prince 
was  inferior  in  force,  he  inftantly 
attacked  the  Turks,  and  feems  to 
have  had  no  great  difficulty  in  to¬ 
tally  routing  and  difperfmg  them, 
their  convoy,  and  every  thing  they 
poffeffed,  falling  into  his  hands,  and 
the  ferafquier  himfelf  being  made 
prifoner. 

But  defeats  were  now  to  become 
fo  common  with  the  Ottomans,  as 
to  afford  no  matter  of  furorife  either 
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to  themfelves  or  others.  As  none 
of  the  contending  parties  are  in  the 
habit  of  giving  any  pfecife  detail 
Of  their  military  movements  or 
tranfaCHonsj  we  can  only  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  events  of  fome  note- 
riety  as  they  occurred,  without  any 
information  as  to  the  previous  heps, 
taufes,  or  motives  which  led  to  them. 
Thus,  in  the  prefect  inflance,  we  find 
the  grand  vizir*  not  long  after  the 
battle  of  Fockiaii,  with  his  whole 
army,  in  the  heart  of  Wallachia, 
without  any  a'ccount  how  or  where 
he  paffed  the  Danube. 

In  whatever  manner  he  entered 
that  province,  this  euterprize  proved 


fatal  to  his  army,  and  nearly  fo  to 
the  Ottoman  empire.  The  com¬ 
bined  forces  of  Auftria  and  Ruffia, 
under  the  prince  of  Cobourg  and 
general  Suwarow*  eftimated  only 
at  about  30,000  men,  had  the 
hardihood  to  attack  the  o  , , 
grand  Turkifh  army,  faid  0 

to  confift  of  between  ninety  and  a 
hundred  thoufand,  near  Martinefti* 
where  they  gained,  with  little  diffi¬ 
culty  or  lofs,  one  of  the  mod  fignal 
and  extraordinary  victories  known 
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in  modern  times.  We  have  no  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  mode  of  attack,  of 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  nor  any 
of  the  circumftances  that  led  to  thi£ 
cheap  victory.  Nothing  is  related 
but  the  rout,  daughter,  purfuit  and 
difperfion  of  the  grand  Turkifh 
army,  as, if  thefe  had  been  matters 
of  courfe,  and  the  inevitable  confe- 
quences  of  their  meeting; 

Above  5*000  Turks  were  killed 
on  the  fpou,  and  about  2,000  in  the 
purfuit  j  and  nothing  but  the  blunt¬ 
ed  fwords,  the  wearied  arms,  and 
the  tired  horfesof  the  purfuers, could 
have  checked  the  daughter.  Few 
or  no  prii  oners  were  made,  the  rage 
and  indignation  of  the  Turks  being 
excited  in  fuch  a  degree  by  the 
fhamefulnefs  of  their  defeat,  (which, 
as  ufual,  they  attributed  entirely  to 
their  general)  that  thev  difdained 
to  accept  of  quarter.  The  whole 
camp  as  it  Food,  including  the  grand 
vizir’s  tent  and  equipage,  became 
a  prey  to  the  victors,  300  camels, 
400  oxen,  5,000  loaded  wag¬ 
gons,  8,000  tents,  6  mortars,  1 7 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  64  field 
pieces,  near  100  ftandards,  with  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  ammunition 
and  ftores,  were  among  the  foods 
and  trophies  of  viCtoty.  A  few  hun¬ 
dred  'men  in  killed  and  woundedj 
was  the  whole  lofs  of  the  victors. 

The 
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The  fugitives  having  crolfed  the 
little  river  Rimini,  continued  their 
flight,  without  iotermiffion,  towards 
the  borders  of  the  Danube,  which 
they  palfed  as  they  could,  with  the 
utmoll  precipitation,  rending  the  air 
with  exclamations  and  curfes  againlf 
their  general.  The  grand  vizir  had 
the  ill  fortune  to  efcape  ;  he  was 
deliined,  belides  the  lofs  of  his  head, 
which  at  the  end  of  the  campaign 
was  the  clofe  of  his  military  career, 
defervedly  to  endure  the  taunts, 
feoffs,  and  reproaches  of  the  popu¬ 
lace,  which  he  incurred  by  his  ftupid 
arrogance  and  blind  contempt  of  his 
warlike  enemies,  in  caufing  aii  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  iron  chains  to  be 
made,  when  he  took  the  command 
of  the  army,  in  order  to  manacle  the 
legions  of  Auftrian  and  Ruffian  pri¬ 
soners^  vrho  he  vainly  expected  to 
drive  before  him  to  Conftantinople 
as  monuments  of  his  triumph.  He 
was  evidently  a  headlining  ignorant 
man,  deftitute  of  every  quality  ne- 
ueffiary  for  a  general,  excepting  thofe 
merely  of  enterprize  and  courage  ; 
and  itfeemed  as  if  nothing  lefs  than 
the  ill  fortune  incident  to  a  falling 
empire,  could  have  induced  the 
choice  of  fuch  a  fupporter  for  the 
tottering  fabric. 

This  great  and  fplendid  vidlorv 
raffed  the  prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg 
nearly  to  the  pinnacle  of  military 
renown,  and  the  emperor,  along  with 
other  marks  of  his  favour  and  gra¬ 
titude,  promoted  him  immediately 
to  the  rank  of  field  marfhal.  The 
emprefs  of  Ruffia  likewife  confider- 
ed  this  victory  of  fuch  great  im¬ 
portance  with  refpedt  to  her  views 
upon  Bender,  that,  along  with  great 
compliment  and  praile,  Hie,  in  her 
ufual  magnificence,  prefented  the 
prince  with  a  magnficent  gold  fnuff 
box  fo  richly  ornamented  with  dia- 
\  ci  XXXI. 


EUROPE.  [177 

mends,  as  to  be  valued  at  16,000 
roubles. 

We  have  before  feen  that  marfhal 
Laudohn  had  early  commenced  his 
preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Bel- 
grade,  and  thefe  were  carried  to  an 
extent,  and  occafioned  a  wade  of 
time,  which,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
to  form  any  opinion  form  the  event, 
neither  the  magnitude  nor  difficulty 
of  the  fervice  rendered  neceffiary.' 
In  particular  $  a  fleet  of  armed  veffels 
was  formed  on  the  Danube  for  than 
purpofe,  which  was,  indeed,  prac- 
tifed  in  former  fieges  $  but  in  thofe 
days  the  enemy  had  an  equal  force 
on  the  river  :  fo  that  the  naval  con- 
tefts  on  the  Danube  emulated  thofe 
of  other  nations  on  the  ocean.  But 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  Turks  had  any  force 
whatever  on  the  fiver.  Cuftom  and 
precedent  are,  however  matters  of 
confideration  in  all  German  tranf- 
adtions,  and  a  general  being  under 
the  controul,  in  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree,  in  the  council  of  war  at  Vienna, 
finds  it  neceffiary  to  comply  with 
eftablifhed  forms,  even  where  they 
militate  with  his  own  opinion. 

On  the  1  2  tli  of  »c  q  '<■  11  ter, 
feveral  divifions  ofLaudOhn’s  army 
united,  without  oppofition,  at  the 
heights  of  Decline*  near  Belgrade, 
where  they  encamped,  having  a  full 
command  of  the  old  lines  ofeir- 
cumvallation  conllrudted  by  prince 
Eugene,  in  a  celebrated  fiege  of 
1 7 1 7  ;  a  circumftance  which  could 
nor  buc  greatly  facilitate  their  ope¬ 
rations  |  as  thefe  lines,  from  what¬ 
ever  caufe  or  negligence  it  proceed* 
ed,  had  in  no  degree  been  fufficientlv 
erafed. 

We  do  not  find  that  the  befiegers 
met  with  anv  great  interruption  from 
the  garrifon  in  their  approaches,  fo 

that  '  trenches .  were  fpeedily 
[M]'  opened; 
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opened,  and  batteries  conftrudded 
on  the  Tides  of  the  heights,  where 
inarfhal  Laudohn  commanded, 
againft  the,  upper  town,  and  by  the 
prince  de  Ligne,  on  the  borders  of 
the  Saave,  oppoihe  toSemlin,  againft 
the  lower.  The  fatal  defeat  which 
the  Turks  received  at  Martinedi, 
on  the  22d,  could  not  but  produce 
its  effect  on  the  fpirit  and  hope  both 
of  the  befieged  and  befiegers.  It 
was  pofiibly  a  fenfe  of  its  operation 
•which  induced  M.  Laudohn,  after  a 
terrible  cannonade  and  bombard¬ 
ment,  to  aflault  at  the  fame  time, 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  laid  day 
of  the  month,  all  the  fuburbs  and 
outworks  of  the  place,  which  were 
all  carried  fw.ord  in  hand. 

The  body  of  the  place  being  thus 
left  naked,  and  all  relief  hopelefs, 
it  could  not  be  expected  to  hold  out 
long,  and  the  Turkifti  governor 
jqo  Q  accordingly,  in  about  a 
•week,  liftened  to  a  capitu¬ 
lation.  By  this  time  the  Auftrians 
had  nearly  filled  up  the  ditch  with 
fafeines,  had  chafed  the  belieged  out 
of  the  covered  way,  had  advanced 
their  batteries  within  i  50  yards  of 
the  body  of  the  place,  had  deftroy- 
ed  the  belt  houfes  in  the  town,  and 
among  the  reft  the  govenor’s  palace, 
fcy  their  iliells  and  red-hot  balls ;  to 
compleat  the  impoftibility  of  farther 
defence,  their  prodigious  artillery, 
with  the  weight  and  nearnefs  of  their 
unintermitting  fire,  had  difmantled 
moft  of  the  cannon  upon  the  works, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  had  mines 
ready  to  fpring  under  two  principal 
baftions  and  a  ravelin,  which  would 
have  laid  the  place  entirely  open. 

In  this  flate  of  things  Ofman 
Pacha,  the  governor  requefted  an 
armiftiee  for  16  daysj  a  compliance, 
with  which  it  wasnotpoffible  he  could 
have  fenoufty  expected.  This  be- 
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ing  peremptorily  refufed,  and  only 
a  few  hours  allowed  for  drawing  up 
and  figning  the  capitulation,  the 
governor  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
the  neceffity  of  his  fituation,  Lau¬ 
dohn,  upon  t  his  occafion,  as  upon  all 
others,  added  the  part  of  a  foldier 
and  a  man  of  honour.  Satisfied 
with  the  important  and  great  con- 
queft  he  had  made,  and  the  glory  he 
acquired,  he  difdained  to  opprefsTthe 
unfortunate,  or  to  trample  upoij  the 
fallen.  This  was  the  more  praife- 
worthy,  as  the  obftinacy  with  which 
the  governor  rejected  all  his  propo- 
fals,  even  after  the  outworks  and 
fuburbs  were  taken,  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  other  commanders,  have 
warranted  no  fmall  feverity  of  treat¬ 
ments  Yet  notwithftanding,  he 
was  fatisfied  witfc  giving  the  go¬ 
vernor  a  yentle  rejbuke  for  his  con- 
fumacy,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
granted  the  moil:  favourable  and  ho¬ 
nourable  conditions.  The  garrifon 
and  inhabitants  were  feeured  in  all 
their  property  and  effedds  of  every 
fort  and  even  the  merchants,  who 
had  flocks  of  proviftons  on  their 
hands  were  allowed  to  fell  them  at 
the  beft  price  they  could  get ;  and, 
to  prevent  all  impofition  and  fraud, 
themarfhal  himfelfdefired,  that  four 
Turkiili  commiffaries  fliould  be  left 
behind  to  manage  the  fales.  The 
garrifon  with  their  women,  families 
and  effedds,  were  to  be  conveyed,  in 
the  beft  manner,  by  wa  ter  to  Orfova, 
under  the  care  of  an  Auftrian  efcort, 
for  whofe  good  condudd  and  beha¬ 
viour  the  marfhal  rendered  himfelf 
anfwerable.  The  inhabitants,  of 
all  religions,  -with  their  effedds,  were 
to  be  conveyed  in  the  fame  manner  $ 
and  full  fecurity  was  granted  to  all, 
for  any  property  which  they  had  not 
time  or  opportunity  to  difpofe  of 
before  their  departure.  There  was 

a ipecias 
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a  fpecial  article,  that  the  Jews  and 
Chriftians  of  Servia  fhould  be  treat¬ 
ed  with  every  degree  of  indulgence 
in  their  conveyance.  It  is  fingular, 
that  the  ufual  honours  of  war  are 
not  mentioned  on  either  f>de.— ■ 
About  300  pieces  of  heavy  artillery, 
with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  ftores 
and  ammunition,  were  found  in  the 
place. 

It  feemed  as  if  the  emperor,  who 
confidered  himfelf  as  fo  little  a  fa¬ 
vourite  of  fortune  in  the  fore  part 
of  his  life,  that  he  once,  in  a  fit  of 
vexation,  recommended  the  follow¬ 
ing  infcription  as  the  proper  one  for 

his  monument :  “  Here  lies — - - , 

who  never  fueceeded  in  any  of  his 
undertakings,”  was  now  deftined, 
near  its  clofe,  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  her  favours.  He  had  fcarcely 
time  to  ruminate  upon  and  enjoy 
the  glad  tidings  of  the  great  vi£tory 
atMartinefti,  when  general  Klebeek, 
in  the  habitofa  courier,and  preceded 
by24  pofti lions  founding  their  horns, 
arrived  with  the  more  inrerefting 
and  important  news  of  the  taking 
of  Belgrade.  The  fick  and  ex- 
haufted  monarch  quitted  his  bed  to 
receive  the  joyful  news.  The  for¬ 
mer  ill  fuccefs,  had  prepared  the 
people  for  the  moll  extravagant  joy 
on  this  extraordinary  reverfe  of  for¬ 
tune.  ATI  the  evils  of  the  war,  and 
all  the  diftrefles  of  the  people 
through  taxation  and  military  con- 
icription,  were  at  once  forgotten, 
and  the  rejoicings  now  at  Vienna 
had  not  probably  been  exceeded, 
fince  the  famous  John  Sobiefki  had 
faved  that  capital  from  the  Turks 
in  the  year  1683.  The  emperor 
lent  his  own  diamond  far,  of  the 
order  of  Maria  Therefa,  to  marfhal 
Laudohn  •  an  honour  the  more  dif- 
tinguifhed  as  he  had  hitherto  ad¬ 
mitted  of  no  companions,  excepting 
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the  princes  of  his  own  family,  in 
that  order. 

Even  the  emperor’s  health  feem¬ 
ed  to  derive  fome  benefit  from  the 
prefent  tide  of  good  fortune  •  though 
his  conftitution  was  too  far  gone  to 
admit  of  a  permanent  reftoration. 
The  evil  habit  of  his  body  had 
added  to  his  primary  diforders,  of  a 
pulmonary  confumption,  with  a  flow 
fever,  which  terminated  finally  in  a 
he&ic,  that  moft  painful  caufe  of 
complaint,  a  fiftula  ;  for  which  he 
had  been  obliged  to  undergo  be- 
fides  an  exceflive  lofs  of  blood,  more 
than  one  manual  operation.  He 
appeared  now,  however,to  approach 
fo  far  towards  a  recovery,  that  he 
difmiffed,  with  the  moft  liberal  and 
princely  rewards,  an  eminent  phyfi- 
cian,and  a  furgeon  of  the  fame  rank, 
who  it  had  beefi  thought  nec^Tary 
to  call  in  to  the  afliitance  of  his 
ufual  medical  attendants.  It  hap¬ 
pened  unfortunately,  that  this  gleam 
of  hope  was  tranfient  and  illufive. 

It  was  about  the  time  that  Bel¬ 
grade  was  taken,  that  the  grand 
admiral,  Haflan  Pacha,  thinkings 
perhaps  that  the  fingular  good  for¬ 
tune  which  hadattendedhim  through 
life  might  ftill  continue,  and  enable 
him  to  refill:  that  torrent  of  ruin 
which  was  overwhelming  the  em¬ 
pire,  thought  fitting  to  quit  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea, 
(where  fome  indecifive  actions  only 
had  taken  place  during  the  prefent 
feafon)  and  to  endeavour  to  fave 
Bender,  by  taking  the  command  of 
the  army  in  Beflarabia,  and  com¬ 
mitting  every  thing  to  the  danger¬ 
ous  decifion  of  a  battle  with  the 
grand  Ruflian  army,  under  the 
princes  Potemkin  and  Repnin,  train¬ 
ed  up,  as  is  was,  in  a  conftant  courfe 
of  conqueft  and  vi£tory. 

The  hoftile  armies  met  atTobak 
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la  Belfarabia,  not  far  from  Bender, 
where  the  Turks  feemed,  under  the 
aufpices  ofHaffan  Bey,  to  have  re¬ 
covered  their  former  confidence  and 
courage.  But  the  grand  admiral’s 
fortune  was  now  to  defert  him  •  and, 
after  a  hard  fought  battle,  for  feve- 
ral  hours  obftinately  maintained,  his 
army  v/as  totally  defeated,  with  the 
Jofs  of  feveral  thoufand  men,  and  of 
the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
their  artillery.  We  have  had  vari¬ 
ous  opportunities  of  feeing,  that  one 
of  the  mo  ft  fatal  as  well  as  the  mod 
common  confequences  of  the  T  urkiilu 
deficiency  in  difcipline  and  ta£tics 
Is,  that  they  are  incapable  of  draw¬ 
ing  an  army  off  from  a  held  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  or  of  conducting  a 
retreat  properly;  fo  that  their  bat¬ 
tles  admitting  of  no  medium,  ab¬ 
le  lute  victory  or  total  defeat  are  the 
only  alternatives..  This  battle  de¬ 
cided  the  fate  of  Bender  ;  before 
which  prince  Potemkin  immediately 
fat  down  ;  but  notwithftanding  the 
long  diftrefs  it  had  already  under¬ 
gone,  it  was  not  furrendered  until 
the  middle  of  .November. 

Every  thing  now,  either  fell  be¬ 
fore  or  fled  from  the  arms  of  the 
combined  powers,  and  it  feemed  as 
if  nothing  lefs  than  the  winter  could 
have  prevented  the  fubverffon  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  at  leaft  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  its  exiffence  afterwards  muff 
have  been  fhort  indeed  !  The 
Turks  were  now  fo  funk  and  dif- 
pirited,  that  they  could  no  longer 
bear  the  fight  of  their  enemy,  and 
any  fmall  Auftrian  or  Ruffian  de¬ 
tachment  was  fufficient  to  difperfe 
any  number  of  thofe  that  attempted 
to  form  a  body.  The  Affatics, 
ilruck  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
being  compelled  to  endure  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  winter,  could  not  be  retain¬ 
ed  any  longer,  by  entreaty  or  force. 


but  marched  off,  without  leave  or 
notice,  in  great  bodies  to  the  Helle- 
fpont.  And  while  the  Porte  was 
thus  overborne  on  the  fide  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  her  ancient  and  implacable 
enemies,  the  Perffans,  hoping  to 
profft  by  her  prefent  diftrefs,  feem¬ 
ed  for  a  time  to  forget  thofe  mutual 
animofities  which  feemed  incurable, 
and  began  to  direCt  thofe  fwords, 
which  had  for  fo  many  years  been 
drenched  in  civil  blood,  againft  her 
eaftern  frontiers.  To  render  her 
fituation  ftill  more  deplorable,  and 
even  hopelefs,  anarchy  and  infurrec« 
tion  prevailed  in  feveral  of  the  bell 
provinces  of  the  empire. 

The  Ruffians  purfued  their  con- 
queftsto  the  Black  Sea,  where  the 
ftrong  port  town  of  Bialogrod,  more 
generally  known  of  late  years  by 
the  Turkiffi  name  of  Ackirman, 
fttuated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niefter, 
fell  without  much  difficulty  into  their 
hands ;  fuch  being  the  prefent  ftate 
of  hopeleffhefs  and  diforder,  that 
the  garrifon  was  not  competent  to 
its  defence.  Kylia  Nova,  another 
fortrefs,  lying  on  the  northern  mouth 
of  the  Danube,  and  which  in  better 
times  would  have  been  deemed  a 
conqueft;  of  difficulty,  became  now 
likewife  an  eafy  prey. 

The  Auftrians  were  likewife  car¬ 
rying  every  thing  before  them ; 
Buchareft,  the  capital  of  Wallacia, 
the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Czernitz,  with 
the  greateft  part  of  that  fine  pro¬ 
vince,  notwithftanding  the  uncon¬ 
querable  fpirit  and  indefatigable  ex¬ 
ertions  of  prince  Maurojeni,  (who 
of  all  their  chriftians  fubjedls  was 
diftinguiftied  for  never  fwerving 
from  his  faith  and  loyalty  to  the  Ot¬ 
tomans)  fell  incontinently  into  their 
hands.  On  the  fide  of  Servia  they 
were  no  lefs  fuccefsful ;  having  ta¬ 
ken  Cladova,  the  places  of  lefs 

ftrengtfa 
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ftrengthand  confequence  furrender- 
cd  without  oppofition,and  they  over¬ 
run  the  province  to  the  walls  of 
Orfova.  There,  however  their 
progrefs  was  ftayed,  by  the  virtue 
and  unexpected  firmnefs  of  the  gar- 
rifon  ;  who,  at  a  time  when  all 
hearts  were  funk  in  difmay  and  ter¬ 
ror  under  the  prefent  torrent  of 
misfortune,  boldly  rofe  to  oppofe 
the  danger,  and,  difdaining  to  liften 
to  any  terms  of  accommodation, 
prepared  for  the  moft  obftinate  de¬ 
fence. 

The  fiege  of  Orfova  was  com¬ 
menced  with  all  the  expedition,  and 
the  operations  conducted  with  all 
the  vigour, which  a  fenfe  of  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  feafon,  and  (trong  refent- 
ment  for  the  confident  preemption 
of  the  garrifon,  could  poflibly  in¬ 
duce.  A  terrible  bombardment  with 
iliowers  of  red-hot  bails,  and  all  the 
other  modern  methods  of  acceler¬ 
ating  the  deftruCtion  of  fortreffes, 
were  accordingly  recurred  to  with 
unceafing  violence.  But  the  minds 
of  the  befieged  were  not  eafily  fub- 
dued  ;  and  they  covered  and  main¬ 
tained  their  works  with  fuch  defp^- 
rate  valour,  that  the  impreflion 
made  on  them  bore  no  proportion 
to  the  fury  with  which  they  were 
affaulted.  By  this  means  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  the  Austrians  was  protract¬ 
ed,  until  the  feverity  of  the  winter, 
operating  as  a  powerful  auxiliary, 
compelled  them  to  raife  the  fiege  ; 
and  thereby  afforded  that  meed  of 
honour  to  the  garrifon  which  their 
unequalled  bravery  fo  highly  merit¬ 
ed.  This  difappointment  was  the 
more  felt,  as  it  was  well  known  in 
the  army,  that  the  emperor  fet  his 
mind  particularly  upon  the  taking 
of  Orfova,  and  could  not  at  all  re¬ 
gard  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign, 
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great  as  it  was,  complete  without. 

It  is  but  juflice  to  Selim  (whofe 
conduCt  upon  his  acceilion  we  re¬ 
prehended  with  not  more  feverity 
than  juft  ice)  to  acknowledge,  that 
he  bore  this  unexampled  torrent  of 
ill  fortune  with  the  greateft  conftan- 
cy  and  firmnefs,  and  chat,  inttead  of 
finking  in  defpondency,  or  of  per-  r 
fevering  in  a  vain  reliance  on  his 
native  powers,  he  had  judgment 
enough  to  perceive  that  they  were 
totally  incapable  of  preferving  the 
empire,  and  fpirit  enough  to  feek 
for  other  refources  wherever  they 
could  be  found.  With  this  view  he 
refumed  the  policy  of  his  uncle,  and 
looked  to  Europe  as  the  only  quar¬ 
ter  which  could  afford  a  counter- 
poife  to  the  exorbitant  power  and 
ambition  of  the  two  domineering 
empires.  Sweden  had  already  done 
all  that  {he  could,  and  more  than 
die  could  bear  ;  but  the  difpropor- 
tion  of  force  was  fo  vaft  that  while 
flie  ruined  herfelf  in  the  attempt, 
the  effeCl  which  it  produced  in  the 
operations  of  Ruffia  againft  the  Port 
were  fcarcely  perceptible.  Other  al¬ 
liances  were  then  to  be  fought,and,as 
France  was  now  out  of  the  queftion, 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  the  mari¬ 
time  powers,  were  the  only  objeCt 
of  hope  ;  and  indeed  the  only  Eu¬ 
ropean  ftates  who  were  capable  of 
interfering  with  effect  in  checking 
the  progrefs  of  the  combined  em¬ 
pires.  He  accordingly  laid  himfelf 
out  with  the  greateft  affiduity  to  cul¬ 
tivate  the  friendfliip  of  thefe  three 
powers,  and  to  enter  into  theclofeft 
poflible  alliance  and  connection  with 
them  ;  thus  retting  his  hope  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  downfal  of  the  Creicent, 
and  the  overthrow  of  Mahometaa- 
ifm,upon  chriftian  affdtance,  inftead 
of  the  aid  of  his  prophet. 

[M]  3  C  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P.  VIH. 

'fiy  1  fff,  Mhnr\ff fig*  of  the  king  of  Sweden's  affairs  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1 7 58,  notemthft anting  the  armiftice  -with  the  Danes,  and  the  retreat  of 
ir  at  my  out  of  t  e  kingdom.  Situations  in  which  the  moft  daring  and  ha¬ 
zardous  meafures  become  prudent  and  nee,  fj ary  ads.  Gujiavus  heroically  de¬ 
termines  to  overcome  his  difficulties,  ant, thereby  retrieve  his  affairs,  'or  to 
erj 1  n  e  entountet ,  Fortunately  notwithjianding fome  intervening  jeafou- 

fNrl  °T  Clfr  °f  people  Jtil!  continued  much  attached  to  hum. 

helm  "icf’kfft'N  °ft^efhu eftrian  order.  Diet fummonedto  meet  at  Stock- 

a  ‘ nvr'  Wf  ^  /  ^  f  meeting  of  the  magif  rates  accompained  hy  fifty  of  the 
mojt  ancient  and reit>pftnh1a  c  -  .  ,  r  ,  J  >  j  a  J 

•/  f  .1  1  -  P  cta[)tt  citizens  of  that  capital^  to  whom  ^  as  to  a  grand 

his  aQnir./i,  ^  C0fmnunfcates>  *n  a  moft  eloquent  fpeech ,  the  whole  fate  of 
ti  lint  ■  <  $  ‘J.fiiezvs  l0fff  his  wveterate  foreign  enemy  hid  hy  infdioufy  prac™ 

hdl cfm>t  J  all  the  fair  hopes  of  the  pie- 

and  ensr-aap*  -fiffly  encourage  the  king  to  the  profecution  of  the  war 

mies  :^e'ir  ^es  an^  fortunes  again  ft  all  his  ene- 

good  terms  with  '  the  *¥  ru7n°*lder  f  onjhew  their  indifpofition  to  ft 'and  upon 
‘V-  ;  ,  .  k‘ng.  They frfi  cavilled  about  the  body  0  f  firee  Dale  car™ 

rfdancrti  A  *  a  h^fdthe  king  with  Jo  much  zeal  in  ike  preceding  feafion 
iltlji  9„  €mf>  &arf  fif  ed  in  Stockholm .  7  his  the  nobles  refected  with  muck 
th  >  dbT’jn  T a  fi  ru  Je  recount  of  its  being  an  infraction  of  the  freedom  of 
buftirinn  nf  ■£  .. "ts  ^L,ff  a  dired  affront  to  tftiir  order y  from  its  implying  a 
^ (jilt  r  nyJpl  tL  f  an"  ^)n°ur.  But  being  totally  unfupported  bv  the 

Z  ailed'  ,r  tAumT  0n  Aground  comes  ,o  noLg.  the  kinghcv- 

JcoTt  ZfhTtJ"'Venf‘aUpt‘0  he  marPhal °f‘h!  diet<  ‘he  nobility ,  on  th ,t 
r  l-  a  .  •  lflfi gt ofslygkit  heubfents  himfelf frotnd  [charging  the  duties 

Ifolthl  UnfJ?(k/u^  di/honour.  T (is  king,  finding  himfflffecui  e  in 
f  lh>  1  ,  1  ti,iree  0/^?r  orders  goes  to  the  diet  to  demand  reparation 

the  mar/hal.  High  words  and  very  hwfh 
affect  inn  ?  ‘  nf find  the  nobles ,  until  he  throws  out  a  charge  of  dif- 

s  1  n.  tfeafon  wi.  hout  naming  particular  per  foils  when  they  all  quit 

rounded  by  detachments  o  if  X  t P  ff  Nt  helnS,Hp‘Uy  fur- 

djlle  of  fl'e Jerif/h7ff  ’  *&'?*  kin?Pom  “re  feized,  andfent  prif oners  to  the 
arrefled  7  :  1  •  Mutinous  commanders  and  officers  in  Finland  alealy 

le*V>s  (lr^  °1  ^  U>  ZV^f  as  prifiners,  to  Stockholm ,  to  be  tryed  for  their 
tunnto  rro^Jlll.  t0  ^ePffre  for  their  trials.  Names  of  fever  al  of  ihfe  unfor - 


fi  finVi  €  t  k  I  4  ,vvw  LsjfLiK.fl,  1,  lULC-riv  f/iL  icit  c-a  #  xwwmisk,  r  o  r  c~ 

lni  rj  1x6  /  act  ’  fpirit  and Jlrength  of  th*  eque (Irian  order  entirely  bro- 

pukclXZiNll  ffff-POif  the  nobility,  of  carrying  on  the 
i,  J  '  Jiet  'without  them .  New  privileges  granted  to  the  pea¬ 
Tg  y  1  /  °h°tlfPiea>  f  and  a  new  court  appointed  to  fuppky  its 

e>  s  JPee(  to  the  diet.  Ad  of  confederation.  King ,  triumphant 
pt  epp-e  es  j  or  the  profecution  of  the  war ,  by  fea  and  land ,  with  the 

utmofl 


place. 
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l ttfttof  vigour.  Sevire  fentences  paffied on  the  Finland  officers,  confder'ally 
mitigat’d  th  r gh  the  king’s  lenity .  Succefsful tffiirts  of  Mr.  Elliot ,  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  allied  courts ,  to  induce  the  court  of  Copenhagen  to  agree  to  a frid 
neutrality ,  relieves  the  Swedifh  fovereign  from  all  apprehenftun  on  tnat  fule. 
War  in  Finland.  .Rough  face ,  and  favage  nature  of  the  country,  little  cal¬ 
culated  for  rapid Juccefs  or  brilliant  action.  A  number  of f mail  bitfeve.  e  and 
bloody  adions  take  place.  Encounter  between  the  Ruffian  feet,  and  the  Swe- 
difh  commanded  by  the  duke  of  &uder mania,  terminates  without  decifon  or 
effied.  Baron  Stedink  defeats  the  Ruffian  general  de  Sc  huh  z.  F his  fuccefs 
counterbalanced  by  the  hafly  and  dangerous  retreat < which  the  king  was  obliged 
to  make  out  of  Ruffian  Finland.  King  expofei  his  perfon  like  a  common  'volun¬ 
teer.  Fakes  Hogfors ,  vohcre  he  is  joined  by  his  feet  of  galnes ,  and  other  light 
Kief  els,  which  are  fpeedily  attacked  by  the  prince  of  Naffau,  with  a  /  milar 
armament.  Unufually  hard-fcught ,  dsfperate ,  and  bloody  ad  ion,  between  the 
ho  file  feets.  Swedes  voorfed ,  and  obliged  to  retire  under  the  cannon  of 
Svocaburg.  Great  fupsi  farity  of  the  Ruffians  in  point  of  numoer ,  could  not  be 
compenfated  by  any  exertions  of  va 1  our .  Fhis  adion  de  if  vs  wit  i  refped  to 
the  fortune  of  the  campaign.  King  again  retires ,  with  much  difficulty  and 
danger ,  from  the  Ruffian  territories ,  and  his  garrifon  at  [hop firs  narrowly  ^ 
eh  apes  being  cut  off.  Ruffians  while  the  weather  permits ,  become  mafers  of 
the  fea,  and  fpread  terror  every  where.  Winter  puls  an  end  to  the  campaign ? 
and  the  king  returns  to  his  capital, 


WE  faw  in  our  laft  volume 
the  exceedingly  embarrafled 
ftate  of  the  king  of  Sweden’s  affairs, 
and  the  more  than  common  perfonal 
and  political  dangers  with  which  he 
was  environed  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  1788  ;  and,  though  thefe 
were  much  leffened  by  that  power¬ 
ful  interpofition,  which,  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  year,  obliged  the  Danes 
to  withdraw  their  invading  auxiliary 
army,  and  to  conclude  an  armiftice 
for  fix  months,  yet  he  was  fill  1  in¬ 
volved  in  fuch  difficulties  as  rendered 
his  fituation  extremely  critical.  For 
the  confequences  of  his  being  over¬ 
borne  in  war,  by  an  enemy  too 
mighty  for  his  contention  with  any 
reafonable  profpebt  of  fuccefs,  form¬ 
ed  only  a  part  of  the  evils  and  dan¬ 
gers  which  he  had  to  apprehend. 
That  enemy,  by  her  influence  and 
cabals  with  his  own  fubjedts,  had 
found  means  to  fhake  his  authority 
in  the  v  ery  feat  of  his  power,  Fie 


had  already  experienced  the  Angular 
misfortune,  of  a  well-difciplined  ynd 
undaunted  army,  not  only  question¬ 
ing  his  orders,  but  heightening  the 
difgrace  to  him  and  tothemfelves,  by 
refufing,  in  the  field,  ar.d  in  the 
view  of  a  foreign  enemy,  to  draw 
their  fwords  in  his  behalf.  1  he 
army’s  entering  afterwards  into  a 
convention,  and  affirming  the  au- 
thority  of  concluding  an  armiftice 
with  the  fame  enemy,  and  that  with¬ 
out  con ful ting  the  king's  approba¬ 
tion,  or  feeking  his  confent,  could 
not  add  much  to  the  effeft  of  their 
former  conduft,  with  refpeft  either 
to  military  fubordination,  or  to  the 
piint  of  allegiance.  Thus  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  war  was  totally  changed, 
and  inftead  of  any  queftions  upon 
that  fubjeft,  the  only  ftate  problem 
now  Teemed  to  be,  whether  the  king 
ihould  continue  to  reign  in  any 
form. 

He  had  indeed  diflicuties  to  en~ 
£MJ  4  counter^ 
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counter,  which  would  have  required 
all  the  fortitude  and  all  the  abilities 
of  either  the  firft,  or  the  great 
Guftavus  to  furmount.  In  this  date 
of  affairs,  peace  muft  have  been  of 
all  things  the  mod  defirable  to  the 
king  and  the  mod  fuitable  to  his 
circumftances-  But  his  potent  enemy 
was  too  haughty,  and  too  implacable 
in  her  refentments,  to  liften  now  to 
peace  upon  any  terms  oi  equality. 
She  had  be  fide  s  too  intimate  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  affairs,  and  clear  a 
view  of  the  difficuties  and  dangers 
with  which  he  was  furrounded,  not 
fully  to  comprehend  the  advantages 
that  were  to  be  derived  from  them  j 
fo  that  political  intereft  and  perfonal 
animoffty  were  equally  indicative  of 
thecourfe  to  be  purfued.  The  king 
faw  that  peace  could  not  be  hoped 
for  upon  any  conditions,  which  would 
not  be  in  the  laft  degree  difgraceful 
at  prefent,  and  totally  ruinous  to  the 
rights  and  jnterefts  of  the  crown  in 
future.  That  he  mull  have  figned  a 
charte  blanche,  to  be  filled  up  by 
his  mortal  enemy  :  that  the  imme¬ 
diate  and  inevitable  confequence 
would  have  been,  his  return  to  that 
wretched  ftate  of  thraldom  under 
which  his  father  had  languifhed 
through  life,  ^.nd  which  reduced  him 
to  the  hard  neceflity  of  determining 
to  relinquiffi  a  crown,  rather  than  to 
bear  the  name  of  it,  fubjedted  to 
the  affronts  and  mortifications  which 
he  continually  experienced. 

There  was  no  alternative  but  that 
of  putting  every  thing,  crown  and 
exi.fte.nce;  to  the  hazard,  in  an  he¬ 
roic  endeavour  to  overcome  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  furmount  the  dangers 
that  flood  in  his  way.  It  was  a 
fituation  as  new  as  it  was  dangerous  5 
involved  in  war  with  a  fuperior 
enemy,  and  inftrudted  by  internal 
diflention,  to  attempt  a  reform  of 


government,  and  the  new-modelling 
and  puniihment  of  a  mutinous  army, 
under  the  eyes  of  that  enemy,  and 
which  had  itfelf  been  the  author 
both  of  the  diffention  and  mutiny. 
Highly  emulous  of  the  glory  of  the 
moft  renowned  of  his  predeceffors, 
Guftavus  felt  his  mind  equal  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  difficulty  and  dan¬ 
ger  ;  and,  in  the  worft  event  that 
could  happen,  he  determined  rather 
to  perifih  in  the  generous  encounter, 
than  to  fink  into  the  obfcurity  and 
infignificance  to  which,  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  circumftances,  he  inuft  have 
been  condemned  by  the  degrading 
conditions  of  fuch  an  inglorious 
peace  as  he  could  now  only  obtain. 

k  happened  very  fortunately  for 
the  king,  that  through  his  reign, 
and  even  during  his  father’s  life,  he 
had  highly  gained  the  opinion,  at¬ 
tachment,  and  affection  of  the  lower 
claffes  of  the  people.  The  order  of 
peafants  was  generally  devoted  to 
him,  and  the  burghers  in  no  final  1 
degree  ;  we  have  heretofore  feen 
more  than  one  inftance,  of  the  ftrong 
attachment  which  the  citizens  or 
Stockholm,  in  particular,  bore  to 
his  perfon,  and  of  the  advantages 
which  he  derived  from  it.  It  is 
true,  that  one  aft  of  his  reign,  aa 
well  as  forne  fubfequent  duplicity 
with  which  he  was  charged  relative 
to  it,  contributed  not  a  little  to  leffen 
his  popularity.  This  was  the  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  brandy,  the  making  and 
fale  of  which  was  feized  by  the 
crown,  and  no  private  diftilieries 
admitted.  No  impofition  could  have 
been  more  grievous  in  fo  poor  a  coun¬ 
try,  where  fuch  irnmenfe  quantities 
of  that  commodity  are  of  necefiity 
con  fumed,  and  where  every  man  that 
pleafed  was  before  his  own  diftiller. 
In  confequence  of  great  complaints 
and  ftrong  remonftrances  on  the  fub- 
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jeft,  the  peafants  unde  itood  at  a 
former  diet,  that  the  kino  fi ad  agreed 
to  relinquish  the  monopoly.  But  it 
was  fo  protective  a  fource  ol  ready- 
money  revenue,  that  the  king  could 
not  eafily  bring  himfelf  to  forego 
the  benefit  which  he  derived  from  it, 
and  this  non-compliance  being  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  breach  of  faith,  could 
not  but  occafion  much  dilcontenu 
But  notwithstanding  this  jealoufy, 
the  influence  which  the  king  had 
obtained  with  the  three  lower  orders 
of  the  date  could  only  be  weakened, 
and  he  (till  pofTefled  a  greater  por¬ 
tion,  of  it  than  ufually  fell  to  the  lot 
of  fove!  eigns. 

On  this  popularity,  and  on  his  own 
dexterity  and  courage  in  its  applica¬ 
tion,  now  refted  all  hope  of  the  king’s 
being  able  to  fubdue,or  evento  coun¬ 
teract,  the  incorrigible  obltinacy  of 
the  equeftrian order;  the  principals  of 
whom  were  fo  implacable  in  their  re- 
fentments  on  account  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  that,  after  a  lapfe  of  fo  many 
years,  no  favours  preferments,  ho¬ 
nours,  or  even  apparenties  of  friend- 
fhip,  feemed  capable  of  curing  their 
animofity.  Some  of  them,  however, 
flood  upon  more  honourable  ground, 
and  feemed,  independent  of  party 
or  faCtion,  to  aft  tip  to  what  they 
deemed  their  public  duty,  and  to 
the  true  principles  of  patriotifm. 
This  was  particularlyexemplified  by 
fome  of  thofe  commanders, who  had 
acquired  the  greateft  glory, and  per¬ 
formed  the  mod  fignal  fervice,  in 
the  bloody  naval  aCtion  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  againft  Ruffia.  Having, 
v/hen  involved  in  the  occafion,  filled 
up  with  applaufe  all  the  duties  of 
men  of  honour  and  gallant  officers, 
the  fame  nicety  of  principle  which 
operated  in  fervice,  forbade  them 
any  further  to  fupporta  war,  which 
they  held  to  be  luiconftitutional  and 


illegal  5  they  accordingly,  refigned 
their  commiflions,  as  loon  as  the 
campaign  was  doled,  and  the  fleet 
fafeiy  laid  up  ;  thus  voluntarily 
tearing  away  the  laurels  whi^h  they 
had  fo  nobly  attained. 

The  king  had  fummoned  a  diet  to 
meet  at  Stockholm  early  in  the  year 
1789  ;  and  upon  his  return  from 
Gottenburgh  to  that  city,  thinking 
it  neceffary,  in  order  to  maintain  and 
increafe  his  influence  with  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  as  ulefully  preparatory 
to  the  execution  of  thofe  meafures 
w7hich  he  had  determined  to  adopt, 
he  called  a  meeting  of  all  the  ma- 
giftrates,  to  which  he  likewife  in¬ 
vited  fifty  of  the  molt  refpeCtable 
and  ancient  citizens.  Nothing 
could  be  more  flattering  than  the 
importance  and  difiindtion  which 
they  feemed  thus  to  attain  ;  while 
the  king,  looking  clearly  into  the 
minds  of  men,  gave  it  lull  eiTed, 
by  treating  the  aflembly  as  if  it  were 
a  grand  council  of  flate,  in  whole 
breafts  the  fate  cf  nations  was  con¬ 
centered-  After  exprefling  the  molt 
grateful  fenfe,  and  in  the  mod:  flat¬ 
tering  terms,  of  the  readinefs  with 
which  they  accepted,  and  the  fide¬ 
lity  with  which  they  had  difcharged 
the  great  trull  he  repofed  in  them, 
of  being  the  protesters  of  every 
thing  that  was  molt  dear  to  hint 
during  his  abfence,  he  then  laid  be¬ 
fore  them  the  whole  flate  of  public 
affairs  ;  fihewed  the  fair  profpedt 
which  he  had  had  in  the  preceding 
year  of  a  moil  fuccefsful  campaign, 
and  of  retrieving  the  glory  of  Swe¬ 
den,  when  he  was  arrefted  in  the 
mid  ft  of  his  hopes  and  purfuir,  by 
the  infidious  intrigues  of  their  inve¬ 
terate  enemy,  which  were,  unhap¬ 
pily,  too  well  feconded  by  the  drf- 
affedtion  of  a  number  of  his  own 
fubjects,  which  extend  fo  far  as  to 

contaminate 

•f 
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contaminate  his  army,  and  led  it  to 
the  difgraceful  and  lata!  excefs  of  a 
mutiny,  in  the  prefence  of  their  fo- 
vereign,  and  in  the  face  of  a  foreign 
enemy.  On  this  fubjedl,  and  on  the 
enexpebled  and  infidious  attack  of 
the  Danes,  in  the  mid  ft  oh  his  trou- 
ItTes,  and  procured  by  the  fame 
enemy,  he  expatiated  with  all  the 
tifual  force  and  effect  of  his  elo¬ 
quence*  impreffing  his  auditors  with 
the  failed  conviction  of  every  thing 
he  wished  to  eftablifti,and  rendering 
them  rndividuallypartres  in  his  grie¬ 
vances.  The  immediate  confequence 
was,  their  unanimous  declaration 
for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
with  3-  warm  affurance  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes  being  devoted  to 
Ins  fer'vice. 

Thus  confirmed  and  fecured  in 
the  opinion  and  afleftions  ol  his  ca¬ 
pital,  the  king  waited  with  confi¬ 
dence  for  the  meeting  of  the  diet, 
and  felt  himfelf  more  a (Tured  in  the 
profecution  of  his  defigns.  He  like- 
wife  made  everypoilible  preparation 
for  carrying  on  the  war  with  the 
greateft  vigour  both  by  fea  midland. 

The  diet  met  on  the  26th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1789,  and,  after  fome  days 
fpent  in  preparatory  forms,  was 
opened  by  the  king  in  a  long  fpeech 
to  the  four  orders,  after  which  the 
Here  tary  of  hate  read  a  paper, 
hating  thofe  matters  which  were 
particularly  urged  for  their  confide- 
jatron,  included  more  efpecially 
what  related  to  tilic  profecution  of 
the  war.  Although  the  ufual  con¬ 
gratulations  and  compliments  were 
paf!'ed  by  all  the  orders,  yet  it  was 
boon  perceived,  that  the  nobles 
were  not  onlyfarfrom  beingdifpofed 
to  coincide  in  the  king’s  views,  but 
that  they  paid  very  little  regard  ro 
the  terms  upon  which  they  vvete  to 
hand  with  rdfpeCt  to  him. 
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The  firft  ground  or  pretence  of 
fquabble  wras,  the  king’s  having 
drawn  the  body  of  free  Dalecarlians9 
who  had  joined  him  with  fo  much 
fceal  in  the  preceding  feafon  of  dan¬ 
ger,  into  Stockholm,  as  a  garrifon. 
This  was  refented  with  much  ill- 
humour  by  the  order  of  nobles  (and 
by  them  alone)  on  the  double  ac¬ 
count,  of  its  ihewing  a  diftruft  of 
their  honour  and  loyalty*  and  of  its 
being  an  infraCti-on  of  the  freedom 
of  the  diet,  and  calculated  to  in¬ 
fluence  or  overawe  their  delibera* 
lions.  This  was  carried  fo  far,  that 
feveral  of  the  more  violent  party 
-  ufed  it  as  a  pretext  for  abfenting 
themfelves  for  feveral  days  frouj 
their  duty  at  the  diet. 

Thefecond  ground  of  difpute  was 
the  king’s  appointment  or  nomina¬ 
tion  of  count  Lowenhaupt)  a  name 
memorable  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Xllth)  to  be  marflial  of  the  diet. 
This  nobleman’s  being  a  particular 
and  intimate  friend  of  the  king’s  of 
many  years  (landing,  was  a  fufficient 
motive  for  rendering  him  in  thehigh- 
eft  degree  obnoxious  to  the  oppolite 
party,  who  formed  a  vaft  majority  in 
that  order.  Theconfequencewasfoon 
apparent  -9  the  marfhal  was  treated 
withadegree  of  contempt,  andcoarfe- 
nefs  of  behaviour, without  examplein 
his  htuatian;  and  everypropofal  that 
came  through  him  from  the  throne, 
relative  to  the  public  bufinefs,  was 
inftantly  rejebled,  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  the  common  forms  of  deli¬ 
beration  or  debate.  At  length  the 
mafhal  was  fp  grofsly  infulted,  that 
he  felt  it  incompatible  with  his  ho¬ 
nour  to  attempt  any  farther,  under 
fuch  circumftsnces,  the  difeharge  of 
the  duties  annexed  to  his  ftation, 
and  he  abfented  himfelf  entirely 
from  the  diet;  a  meafure  which  ren¬ 
dered  that  order  incapable  of  a&ing. 
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The  king  had  by  this  time  the 
fatisfaftion  to  find  that  he  poffeffed 
all  the  influence  fie  could  willi  with 
the  three  other  orders,  and  that  the 
peafants  and  burghers,  upon  whom 
the  expences  of  the  war  were  prin¬ 
cipally  to  fall,  had  determined  upon 
{importing  it  with  great  unanimity 
and  fpirit.  This  concurrence  of 
the  other  order?,  had  rendered  the 
opposition  of  the  nobles  in  faft  nu¬ 
gatory  ;  and  all  the  public  bufinefs 
might  have  been  done  without 
them,  however  definable  their 
fanction  would  have  been,  and 
however  the  conditution  might  feem 
to  halt,  if  the  firft  order  did  not  aft 
with  the  other  three. 

He  had  probably  made  up  Ms 
mind  before  the  meeting  of  the  diets 
to  the  critical  and  hazardous  talk, 
of  endeavouring,  at  all  events,  to 
break  the  fpirit  of  that  dangerous 
combination  which  fubfifted  among 
the  principal  nobility.  Their  ex¬ 
traordinary  refraftorinefs  _  fince, 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  infpire 
that  refolution,  if  it  had  not  before 
exitled,  and  could  not  fail  to  quicken 
and  bring  it  into  aft  if  it  did.  1  he 
infult  offered  to  the  marfhal  was 
confidered  as  a  direct  and  perfonal 
affront  to  the  king  hiinfelf  ;  they 
had  likewife,  upon  more  than  one 
occafion,  treated  his  own  name  and 
charafter  not  only  with  great  dif- 
refpeft,  but  with  a  virulence,  and 
an  affeftation  of  contempt,  which 
were  infupportable  ;  but  by  the 
forms  of  the  conditution,  he  was 
not  to  be  fuppofed  to  know  any 
thing  farther  of  their  proceedings, 
than  what  was  laid  officially  before 
him. 

Under  all  thefe  circumdances, 
encouraged  particularly  by  the  fa¬ 
vourable  aufpices  which  appeared 
jp  ^he  other  orders,  and  a  com¬ 


plaint  having  been  (we  fuppofe) 
lodged  by  the  marfhal,  the  king 
went  in  perfon  to  the  diet,  p  , 
and  demanded  faltisfac-  eD 
tion  for  the  infult  offered  to  count 
Lowenhaupt,  and  which  had  laid 
that  nobleman  under  a  neceffity  of 
deferting  the  duties  of  his  impor¬ 
tant  ftation.  This  produced  a 
violent  altercation  between  the 
king  and  the  nobles,  in  which  the 
latter  Mewed  fo  little  temper,  as  to 
throw  out  foipe  very  pointed  and 
fevere  reproaches  direftly  again[fc 
him,  until  the  king  put  an  end  to 
the  contention,  by  riling  from  his 
feat  and  declaring,  that  there  were 
men  among  them,  who  in  their 
hearts  would  rather  wiM  to  fee  the 
Ruffians  at  Stockholm,  and  an  am- 
baffador  from  that  country  dicta¬ 
ting  laws  to  Sweden,  than  facri™ 
fice  their  own  ambitious  views,  and 
their  third  for  revenge,  to  the  good 
and  prefervation  of  their  country. 
Upon  this  fevere  charge,  the  whole 
order  of  nobles  immediately  rofe, 
and  quitted  the  affiembly  in  a  body, 
leaving  the  king  and  the  other  daces 
together. 

The  king  then  made  a  fpeech  to 
the  remaining  dates,  in  which  he 
difclaimed,  in  the  mod  folemn 
terms,  all  intention  of  aiming  at, 
or  wifhing  for  abfolute  fovereignty  $ 
and  declared,  that  if  even  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  prefent  diforders 
Mould  compel  him  for  a  Mort  time 
to  its  exercife,  it  Mould  lad  no 
longer  than  while  the  occafion 
prompted  the  neceffity  ;  but  he  con¬ 
cluded  by  declaring  with  firmnefs, 
that  it  was  a  duty  which  he  owed 
to  his  country  as  well  as  to  himfelf 
not  to  permit  thofe  who  would 
wred  the  fceptre  from  his  hands 
to  pafs  unpuniMed  ;  and  that  he 
wpuld  not  buffer  a  faftion  to  favour 
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*he  views  of  the  enemy,  by  the  in¬ 
terruption  which  they  endeavoured 
to  give  to  the  public  bufinefs,  and 
to  the  means  of  the  public  de¬ 
fence. 

For  three  days  Stockholm  was 
in  a  ftate  of  great  diforder  and  tu¬ 
mult,  the  people  were  fo  fanguine 
jo  the  king’s  favour,  and  fo  highly 
incenfed  againft  the  nobility,  that 
it  required  attention  and  care  to 
prevent  their  proceeding  to  aCts 
of  outrage.  Thus  every  thing 
cdsfpired  to  further  the  king’s 
willies,  and  to  encourage  him  in  the 
_  ,  profecution  of  his  defigns. 

■  *  20 *  On  the  morning  fucceed- 

ing  this  period  ofconfufion,  the  fo- 
vereign  received  a  deputation  from 
the  three  remaining  ftates  of  the 
diet,  to  whom  he  imparted  the 
measures  which  he  intended  to  pur- 
foe  with  the  nobility,  But  at  the 
very  time  that  he  made  the  com¬ 
munication,  thefe  meafures  were 
carrying  into  execution  ;  for  a  par¬ 
ty  of  the  light  cavalry  of  the  king’s 
body  guard,  fupported  by  a  body 
of  the  armed  burghers  of  the  city, 
furrounded,  at  the  fame  inftant,  the 
houfes  of  feveral  of  the  principal 
nobility,  whofe  perlons  being  ar¬ 
retted,  they  were  fent  prifoners  to 
the  cattle  of  Fredericflioff. 

This  violent  meafure  was  carried 
into  execution  with  fuch  regularity 
and  difpatch,  and  accorded  fo  much 
with  the  temper  of  the  people,  that 
it  did  not  oecafion  the  fmalleft  dif- 
tarbarice.  Twenty-five  of  the  no¬ 
bles  were  thus  feized  and  impri- 
loned,  and  that  number  included 
thofe  of  the  moft  ancient  and  illuf- 
trious  families  in  the  kingdom,  men 
of  the  greateft  fortune  and  moft 
extenfive  connections,  and  feveral 
who  had  filled  the  higheft  offices  of 
the  ftate  and  government.  The 
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vigour  of  the  king’s  meafures  were 
not  confined  to  the  capital.  He 
had  previoufly  taken  thofe  that  wero 
neceffiary  for  arrefting  and  bringing 
up  for  trial,  the  principals  of  thofe 
refractory  and  difobedient  com¬ 
manders  and  officers,  who  had  been 
moft  aCtive  in  exciting  the  mutiny 
of  the  army  in  Finland.  Thefe 
were  fo  far  advanced,  under  a  ftrong 
guard,  on  their  way,  that  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  Stockholm  fpeedily  after 
the  arreft  of  the  nobles.  They 
were  immediately  committed  to 
clofe  and  ftriCt  imprifonment,  and 
ordered  to  prepare  for  their  refpec- 
tive  trials.  The  general  charges 
of  difobedience,  difaffeClion,  muti¬ 
ny,  and  treachery,  were  laid  againft 
all,  and  particular  charges  of  trea- 
fon,  treacliery,  and  a  treafonable 
correfpondence  with  the  enemy, 
applied  more  direftly  to  fome  indi¬ 
viduals  than  to  others. 

Among  the  unfortunate  gentlemen 
who  were  involved  in  this  hard  and 
dangerous  predicament,  we  find  the 
following  names  $  Lieutenant  Gene- 
ran,  Baron  d’Armfield,  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  d’Hartfater,  with  the  Colo¬ 
nels  de  Montgomerie,  d’Ootter,  de 
Stedink,  de  Haflefko,  and  de  Klen- 
fparre.  The  Majors  de  Kleck,  and 
de  Jogenhorn,  had  the  fortune  to 
fave  themfelves  by  flight,  and  found 
refuge  under  the  Ruffian  protec¬ 
tion.  To  the  former  number  were 
afterwards  added  the  Brigadier  and 
Colonel  Haftfehr,  the  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Baron  de  Kothen,  Baron 
Leymftedt,  and  Enghjelm,  Cap¬ 
tain  Wiilebrandt,  and  a  number  of 
fubalterns. 

The  number  of  relignations  which 
took  place  upon  thefe  arrefts  of  the 
nobles  and  officers,  was  perhaps 
without  example  in  any  convulfion 
cf  government  which  did  not  amount 

to 
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to  an  entire  fubverfion.  They  ex¬ 
tended  to  every  department  of  the 
ftate  and  government,  both  civil 
and  military,  and  to  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  fo  that  the  apparent  effects 
of  the  revolution  in  1772,  bore  no 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
thofe  which  now  ftruck  every  be¬ 
holder.  But  however  alarming 
thefe  appearances  might  feem  to 
others,  the  king  fteadily  purfued 
the  fyftem  of  political  conduct  and 
government  which  he  laid  down  for 
himfelfj  withoutbeing  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  difturbed  by  them. 

The  fpirit  and  ftrength  of  the 
cqueftrian  order  was,  by  thefe  vi¬ 
gorous  meafures,  entirely  broken  ; 
and  all  difpofition  to  faction  was 
abforbed  in  the  immediate  appre- 
henfion  of  perfonal  danger.  Many 
of  the  nobles,  perhaps  moll,  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  lax  nature  of  the 
government,  as  well  as  by  the  li- 
cenfe  which  had  been  fo  long  pre¬ 
valent  in  Sweden,  and  prompted 
either  by  private  views*  ambition 
or  what  they  deemed  patnotiim, 
had  undoubtedly  gone  unwarrant¬ 
able  lengths  in  their  conneftions 
and  correfpondence  with  Raffia. 
An  unexpected  feafon  of  fevere  en¬ 
quiry  and  retribution  feemed  to  be 
now  arrived  ;  and  fuch  even  as  had 
not  tranfgreffed  in  that  point  were 
yet  alarmed,  as  there  was  no  fore- 
feeing  how  far  the  treafon  laws 
might  in  their  conftruCtion  be  ex¬ 
tended. 

The  precedent  fo  dangerous  to 
the  nobles,  and  fo  fubverfive  of  their 
ancient  rights,  that  the  public  bufi- 
nefs  might,  in  general,  be  carried 
on  in  the  diet  by  the  other  fates, 
without  their  concurrence*  was  now 
oftablifhed.  The  king  exerted, 
moft  fuccefsfully,  all  his  ufual  ad- 


drefs  to  fecure  and  confirm  the 
confidence  and  attachment  of  the 
remaining  three  orders  of  the  fates. 
To  that  of  the  peafants,  he  granted 
feveral  new  privileges  ;  and,  well 
aware  of  the  great  effeCt  produced 
in  certain  cafes,  by  matters  feem- 
ingly  of  liltcle  importance,  upon  the 
death  of  Olaus  Cloffen,  their  Ipeaker, 
he  ordered  a  i’umptuous  public  fu« 
neral  for  him  at  his  own  expence. 
]Sfor  did  he  negleCt  paying  fuch  at¬ 
tentions  to  the  orders  of  the  clergy 
and  burghers,  as  were  fufHcient  for 
the  purpofes  he  intended. 

Gufavus  was  not  of  a  difpofition 
to  fuffer  the  prefen t  feafon  of  ad¬ 
vantage  to  pafs  without  producing 
its  full  effect.  He  followed  the 
blow,  before  the  metal  cooled,  with 
as  much  fpirit  as  it  had  been  firft 
eiven  ;  and,  profiting  by  the  con¬ 
sternation  and  difmay  which  now- 
prevailed,  he  ventured  upon  the 
bold  meafure  of  totally  abolifhing 
the  fenate,  which  had  fo  long  been 
a  fore  thorn  in  the  crown,  and  which 
notwithfanding  the  modelling  it  had 
undergone  at  the  late  revolution, 
fhewed  difpofitions  not  more  fa¬ 
vourable  to  his  interef  and  defigns, 
than  its  predeceffors  had  done  to 
thofe  of  former  kings.  To  fupply 
the  place  of  the  fenate,  he  infti- 
tuted  a  new  commiffion  or  court,  the 
model  of  which  he  is  faid  to  have 
taken  from  the  La  Cour  Pleniere9 
which  had  been  fo  much  oppofedand 
at  length  rejected  in  France.  This 
new  board,  or  whatever  other  name 
it  is  known  by,  was  endued,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  and  under  certain  circum- 
ftances,  with  confiderable  powers  ; 
but  thefe  were  all  fubjeCted  to  the 
king’s  immediate  controul. 

The  king,  after  the  arreft  of  the 
nobles,  made  a  long  fpeech  to  the 

diet. 
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diet,  in  which  he  expreffed  the  re¬ 
gard  and  efteem  which  he  held  for 
the  equeltrian  order  in  general,  not- 
wirhftanding  the  ill  conduct  and 
evil  defigns  of  feveral  individuals 
among  them,  which  he,  however, 
fhould  not  in  any  degree  impute  to 
tthe  whole  order.  He  exhorted  the 
Hates  to  unanimity  and  to  reciprocal 
confidence  ;  reminded  them,  that 
he  had  gratified  with  them  about  fe~ 
venreen  years  before,  in  that  very 
chamber,  thofe  conftirutiora!  laws 
which  laid  the  foundation  for  their 
liberties  and  his  rights,  and  which 
tdtored  tranquility  to  the  kingdom; 
and  obferved,  that  the  country  had 
then  been  convulfed  by  circum- 
fta'nces  fimilar  to  thofe,  which,  with 
a  more  rapid  progrefs,  had'  arifen 
upon  the  prefent  occafion.  That 
the  fame  enemies  without,  had  then 
.laid  for  them  in  fecret  the  artful 
fnares  which  they  now  do  openly  • 
and  that  the  fame  views  within, 
which  then  undermined  and  af¬ 
flicted  the  body  of  the  date,  teemed 
now  to  have  rallied  and  acquired 
frefli  vigour. 

He  enquires  into  the  caufes  of 
thofe  violent  fhocks  which  they  all 
fo  fenfiblv  feel,  after  tranquility  had 
been  reflcred,  and  all  ancient  dif- 
fentions  appeared  to  be  ftifted. 
Thefe  he  charges  to  views  of  felf- 
interefl,  and  to  falfe  explanations 
and  confided  opinions  effundry  pri¬ 
vileges  claimed  by,  or  appertaining 
to  refpeChve  orders,  which  excite 
diftrufl  afd  jealoufies  among  them, 
Thefe  effects  he  deprecates,  and 
propofes  to  remove  their  caufes,  by 
exadlly  defining  the  privileges  and 
rights  of  e.ich  order,  a rfd  eflabli fir¬ 
ing  them  on  fuch  firm  ground,  and 
placing  them  in  fo  clear  a  light, 
as  would  equally  fecure  their  flabi- 
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Jity,  and  preclude  t  ?  potfibility  of 
their  being  liable  to  future  mifeon- 
ception  or  doubt. 

But  the  king’s  grand  fpecific  or 
noftrum,  which  was  to  cure  or  pre¬ 
vent  all  prefent  and  future  evils  and 
diforders  of  the  flare,  was  his  adt  of 
confederation,  union,  and  furety,  by 
which  he  and  all  true  Swedes  were 
to  be  mutually  bound,  in  the  molt 
firm  and  folemn  manner,  not  only 
to  common  defence,  but  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  refpeCtive  rights, 
and  of  the  prefent  conftitution  and 
laws  againff  all  impugners,  whether 
foreign  or  domeflic.  We  have  not 
feen  this  document,  but  it  feems 
probable  that  it  was  at  firfl  only  in¬ 
tended  as  an  affociation  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  who  were  to  bind  themfelves 
by  oath  or  fubfeription  to  the  defence 
of  the  king’s  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment.  This  is  the  more  likely,  as 
it  was  firfl  propofed  to  and  adopted 
by  the  late  meeting  which  the  king 
held,  of  the  magi  ft  rates  and  ancient 
citizens  of  Stockholm.  In  this 
hate,  perhaps  little  more  was  in¬ 
tended,  than  the  power  of  dif- 
tinguifliing  thofe  who  were  at¬ 
tached  to  the  king  from  the  dif- 
affedted. 

But  the  king  feems  afterwards  to 
have  enlarged  the  idea,  and,  having 
moulded  it.  into  the  form  of  a  law 
(probably  containing  fome  abftradt 
of  that  conftitution  which  was  to  be 
defended)  he  fet  his  heart  much 
upon  having  it  palled  in  that  form 
by  the  diet.  This  was  oppofed  by 
the  ncbles  with  greater  violence 
than  even  any  other  of  his  meafures ; 
and,  as  their  concurrence  was  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary  to  the  palling  of  a 
new  law,  their  prefent  feceilion from 
the  diet  feemed  to  render  the  affair 
hopelefs.  But  the  king  felt  himfeif 

now 
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row  too  powerful,  to  fuffer  his  de¬ 
signs  to  be  impeded  by  any  common 
difficulties  j  if  he  could  not  untie  the 
knot,  he  knew  how  to  cut  it.  The 
law  being  palled  by  the  other  or¬ 
ders,  count  Lowenhaupt,  the  mar- 
fhal  of  the  diet,  was  rendered  the 
inftrument  of  its  ratification,  by 
figning  it  in  the  name  of  the  equel- 
trian  order,  who  were  not  prefen t. 
So  broken  was  the  fpirit  of  the 
nobles  at  this  juncture,  that  this 
open  violation  of  the  conilitution 
and  outrage  on  their  order,  would 
have  palled  without  any  public  re- 
prehenfion  or  notice,  if  the  gallant 
count  Wachtmeifter,  acting  with  the 
fame  honour  and  intrepidity  by 
which  he  had  been  fo  much  figna- 
lized,  when  fighting  againft  his  own 
opinion  and  political  principles  in 
the  preceding  year,  had  not  lingly 
entered  a  Itriking  proteft  againft  the 
meafure. 

Thus  triumphant  at  home,  {edition 
entirely  quelled,  all  oppofition  bro¬ 
ken  down,  the  murmurs  of  dilfent 
or  difcontent  faintly,  if  at  all  heard 
and  the  neceffary  funds  being  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  diet,  the  king  applied 
his  thoughts  to  the  profecution  of 
the  war  wdrh  the  utmoil  vigour  by 
fea  and  land.  He  had,  early  in  the 
diet,  as  foon  as  he  felt  the  difpofition 
of  the  burghers  and  peal  ants  to 
fupport  the  war,  by  agreeing  to 
its  expence,  ordered  cloathing  for 
5 i,oo3  men  tobe  prepared  with  the 
utmoil:  expedition  ;  nor  had  he  lince 
flackened  in  his  diligence  with  re- 
fpett  to  any  other  neceffary  article 
of  preparation,  while  the  Ottoman 
ready  money  gave  new  life  and  vi¬ 
gour  to  all  the  operations  of  the 
Hate.  As  the  bufinefs  ol  the  diet 
grew  towards  a  conehtfion,  the  king 
releafed  the  25  nobles  who  were 
imprifoned  in  the  cable  of  Frederic- 
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fchoff,  who  retired  immediately(and 
undoubtedly  in  great  difgull)  to 
their  refpeftive  country  feats. 

Thiis  had  Guftavus  the  lingular 
fortune  of  living  to  the  accompliih- 
ment  of  two  great  and  complete 
revolutions  in  his  country  ;  each  of 
them  accompanied  with  or  liable 
to  infinite  hazard  and  danger  ;  but: 
the  prefent  being  perhaps  more  ar¬ 
duous  than  the  former,  from  the 
circumftance  of  his  being  now  in¬ 
volved  in  a  doubtful  war  with  a 
power  far  his  fuperior  in  ftrength, 
and  who  was  fcarcely  lefs  interefte-d 
in  defeating  his  delign,  than  he  was 
himfeif  in  its  fuccefs.  In  an  other 
refpeft,  however,  the  feafon  for  the 
accotnplifhment  of  both  had  been 
admirably  chofen,  Ruffia  being  at 
each  time  deeply  engaged  in  war 
with  the  Turk,  and  the  objects  of 
her  ambition  on  that  fid§  being  to  > 
facinating,  and  too  vail,  to  admit 
of  their  being  eafily  refigned  to,  or 
exchanged  for  others  of  lefs  temp¬ 
tation  or  magnitude.  It  is  worthy 
of  obfervation,  that  the  fame  means 
and  inftruments  which  produced  the 
great  revolution  in  the  fiber  king¬ 
dom  of  Denmark  about  a  century 
ago,  had  now  keen  twice  ufed  with 
equal  fuccefs  in  Sweden.  In  both 
countries  the  lower  orders  had  been 
gained  over  to  crufii  the  power  of 
the  nobles,  and  to  transfer  that 
power,  with  little  fecuriry  to  them- 
felves,  to  the  crown.  So  that  the 
tyrants  were  in  fa<5t,  only  perfonally 
changed,  while  the  tyranny  conti¬ 
nued  the  fame.  Such  likewife  has 
been  the  event  of  all  the  Afiatic  re¬ 
volutions  of  government  recorded 
in  hi Itory. 

The  trials  of  the  unfortunate  of¬ 
ficers  who  had  been  arrefted  in  Fin¬ 
land,  and  elfewhere,  under  the  char¬ 
ges  of  mummy  or  treafon,  were  com 

uienced 
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and  continued  for  more  than  twelve 
months  to  their  final  conclufion. 
The  fentences  were  fa  fevere  that 
they  were  faid  to  be  written  in 
blood,  and  (truck  the  public  in  other 
countries  than  Sweden  with  horror; 
the  more  efpecially  as  the  difobedi- 
ence  with  which  they  were  charged, 
if  not  entirely  covered  by,  feemed, 
however,  confiderably  fheltered  by 
the  plea  of  attachment  to  the  con- 
ftitution  of  their  country*  and  in¬ 
volved  the  nice,  and  perhaps  doubt¬ 
ful  legal  queltion  of  the  king’s 
fight,  as  the  laws  then  Hood,  to 
commence  a  war  without  the  con¬ 
tent  of  the  dates. 

Of  thefe,  the  lieutenant-general 
baron  d’Armfeldt,  the  colonels  Haf- 
lefko,  and  baron  d’Otter,  with  the 
lieutenant-colonel  baron  Klen- 
fparre,  were  condemned  to  lofe  their 
heads,  their  honour,  and  their  es¬ 
tates*  Colonel  Montgomerie,  and 
lieutenant-colonel  baron  Leymftedt, 
to  be  (hot.  Lieutenant-colonel  ba¬ 
ron  de  Kothen,  lieutenant-colonel 
Enghjelm,  captain  Willebrandt,  and 
lieutenant  Gadolin,  to  be  beheaded* 
The  brigadier  and  colonel  Haft- 
fehr,  was  condemned  to  have  his 
head  cut  off  with  peculiar  marks  of 
difgrace  and  infamy.  Some  others 
of.  rank,  and  a  number  of  fubal- 
terns,  were  condemned  to  die.  As 
the  king  is,  however,  the  reverfeof 
being  cruel  in  his  nature,  the  fen¬ 
tences  were  more  bloody  in  their 
defign  than  effect,  and  the  execu¬ 
tions  were  not  numerous* 

But  with  all  thj's  fuecefs  at  home, 
and  the  ftrongeft  difpofition  to  carry 
on  the  war  with  the  utmoft  vigour 
againft  Rufiia,  Denmark  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  a  heavy  clog  upon  the  king’s 
movements  and  defigns,  The  reim 
for  which  thearmiftice  wasconcluded 


wa  nearly  worn  out,  and  the  flip-* 
porting  of  a  Wur  on  his  fouthera 
frontier,  aganft  an  enemy  full/ 
equal  tohimfel  n  wrength  andre- 
fource,  at  the  a  ;e  time  that  h& 
was  involved  in  another  ftill  more 
dangerous  in  the  oppofite  extremity 
of  his  dominions*  would  have  gone 
fo  far  beyond  his  means  and  capa¬ 
bility  of  acting,  that  all  thegreateft 
exertions  of  courage,  (kill,  and  abi¬ 
lity,  muft  have  funk  undiftinguifhed 
under  the  overwhelming  weight  of 
power,  and  inevitable  ruin  muft,  in 
the  common  courfe  of  things,  have 
been  o  the  immediate  confequence. 
The  king’s  only  hope  of  being  ex¬ 
tricated  with  honour  and  fafetyfrom 
this  very  alarming  and  dangerous 
fituation,  muft  then  have  refted  en¬ 
tirely  with  the  great  and  friendly 
powers,  whofe  timely  interference  in 
the  preceding  year  bad  given  fo  fud- 
dena  check  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Da- 
nifti  arms,  and  procured  that  a  rmift  ice 
which  was  not  yet  entirely  expired. 
The  king  had,  however,  good 
reafon  to  believe  that  he  iliould  not 
be  difappointed  in  this  expectation. 
The  friendfhip  of  the  allied  powers 
continued  undiminilhed  ;  ihey  were 
fully  aware  of  the  critical  fituation 
of  his  affairs  ;  and  Mr.  Elliot,  the 
Britifh  roinifter,  whofe  abillity  arid 
addrefs  had  produced  fuch  effential 
and  timely  benefits  in  the  foregoing 
year,  who  (bill  took  the  lead,  on  the 
part  of  the  three  allied  courts,  in  all 
affairs  relative  to  the  northern  king¬ 
doms,  was  now  at  Copenhagen,  ex¬ 
erting  equal  zeal  in  the  fame  caufe. 
After  a  long  courfe  of  verbal  re- 
prefentation  on  the  fubjeCt  through 
the  winter  and  ipring,  Mr.  Elliot, 
at  the  requeft  of  count  B.rnftorfiy 
the  Danifh  minifier,  fummed  up, 
and  compreifed  the  whole  of  the 
arguments  and  moiives  which  He 

had 
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had  hitherto  affigned,  for  Den¬ 
mark’s  obferving  a  drift  neutrality 
in  the  war  between  Sweden  and 
Ruffia,  in  one  written  document, 
a  -i  ,  which  he  fent  to  that 

^  ’  nobleman,  rather  in  the 

guife  of  a  private  or 
confidential  letter,  than  with  the 
formality  of  a  Hate  memorial. 

As  this  piece  contains  fome  par¬ 
ticulars,  relative  to  the  conduft  of 
the  different  parties,  which  were  not 
before  publicly  known,  and  which 
could  not  otherwife  with  propriety 
have  come  within  Gur  difcuffion,  we 
fhall  give  an  abdraft  of  it,  as  throw¬ 
ing  confiderable  light  upon  the  fub- 

jeft, 

Mr,  Elliot  firft  reminds  the  Da- 
niffi  miniffer,  that  at  the  very  time 
the  king  his  mailer,  had  yielded  up 
a  great  part  of  his  land  and  fea 
forces  as  auxiliaries  to  Ruffia,  he 
likewife  applied  to  his  Britannic 
majefly  for  his  intervention  in  the 
Te-ellablifhment  of  tranquillity  be¬ 
tween  Sweden  and  Ruffia.  He  alfo 
reminds  him,  that  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia  rejefted  the  mediation  of  the 
king  and  his  allies  ;  and  that  this 
Tefufal  was  the  only  caufe  of  the 
continuation  of  hoflilities,  as  the 
king  of  Sweden  had  accepted,  in 
the  mcft  free  and  amicable  manner, 
the  mediation  of  the  three  allied 
courts,  who  were  animated  by  no 
other  motives  in  their  propofal,  than 
a  defire  to  put  a  flop  to  the  effufion 
of  blood,  and  to  maintain  the  north¬ 
ern  balance. 

He  then  calls  upon  the  Danifh 
minifler  as  a  witnefs  to  the  energy 
with  which  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  his  allies  afted,  in  giving 
the  moil  undoubted  proofs  that  they 
conhdered  the  prefervation  of  Swe¬ 
den  as  a  matter  of  the  greatefl  im¬ 
portance  ;  and,  glancing  at  their 
Vol.  XXXI. 


joint  exertions  in  procuring  a  cef- 
fation  of  arms  between  Sweden  and 
Denmark  in  the  lad  year,  does  not 
feem  to  think  the  falutary  effefts 
which  their  endeavours  produced 
by  any  means  lefs  an  obligation  to 
the  latter  than  the  former.  He 
then  dates  the  forrow  with  which 
the  king  his  mader  fees,  that  fince 
that  epoch  the  offers  of  mediatipn 
and  of  fervice  from  him  and  his 
allies  have  not  produced  the  defired 
effeft  ;  and  that  they  could  not  in¬ 
cline  the  emprefs  to  agree  to  a  me¬ 
diation  for  redoring  peace  to  the 
Ead  or  to  the  North  of  Europe. 

That  under  thefe  circumdances, 
when  the  continuation  of  hoflilities 
refults  entirely  from  the  refufal  of 
Ruffia  to  accept  of  any  mediation, 
his  Britannic  majedy  and  his  allies 
cannot  but  confider  the  court  of 
Denmark  as  entirely  freed  from 
every  dipulation  of  a  treaty  merely 
defenfbe  ;  and  likewife  to  add,  that 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  joining  of 
the  Danifli  forces,  either  by  land  or 
fea,  to  thofe  of  Ruffia,  mufl  even 
caufe  Denmark  to  be  conlidered  as 
one  of  the  powers  at  war,  and  would 
judify  the  king  of  Sweden  in  re¬ 
quiring  fpeedy  and  efficacious  affid- 
ance  from  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  his  allies,  after  having  al¬ 
ready  accepted  their  pure  and  un¬ 
limited  mediation. 

The  minider  then  daked  that 
charafter  of  iincerity  on  which  he 
valued  himfelf,  as  vt ell  as  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  attachment  and  friendffiip, 
which  bound  him  perfonally,  as  well 
as  on  account  of  his  mader,  to  the 
intereds  of  the  court  of  Denmark, 
in  a  firm  affiurance,  that  the  allied 
powers  for  whom  he  was  afting 
would  not  give  up  that  fydem  which 
they  had  adopted,  with  the  defign 
only  of  maintaining  the  equal  ba- 
[*Ar]  lance 
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lance  of  the  North  ;  a  balance  no 
lefs  interefting  to  Denmark  than  to 
all  maritime  and  trading  nations. 

He  then  proceeds  to  date,  that  if 
the  treaty  with  Ruffia  had  been 
-entirely  of  a  different  nature,  if  it 
had  been  even  abfolutely  offenfive 
inftead  of  defenfive,  and  that  their 
interefts  had  in  every  thing  been 
one  and  the  fame,  Hill  that  it  would 
be  an  aft  of  the  greateft  imprudence 
and  impolicy,  and  highly  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  that  common  caufe  (fuppof- 
ing  it  fuch)  for  Denmark,  in  the 
prefent  date  of  things,  to  take  any 
part  in  the  war.  For  that  by  fuch 
an  aft,  the  interference  of  the  three 
allied  powers  of  Great  Britain 
Pruffia,  and  Holland  (who  wifhed 
for  nothing  bijt  the  reftoration  of 
peace  and  harmony  in  the  North) 
would  of  neceflity  be  brought  on  f 
new  hoftilfties  unavoidably  com¬ 
menced  ;  and  Ruffia  herfelf,  for  the 
misjudged  aid  of  a  Angle  friend, 
would  have  the  encounter  of  three 
potent  enemies  to  withftand? 

He  concluded,  by  exprefly  in¬ 
treating  the  Danifli  minifter,  in  the 
name  of  his  principals,  to  induce 
bis  court  to  refrain  from  granting 
any  of  its  forces  by  land  or  fea  to 
take  part  in  the  war ;  but  on  the 
contrary  to  fupport  a  perfect  neutra¬ 
lity  by  fea  and  land  in  all  his  do¬ 
minions.  He  holds  out  this  con- 
duft  as  affording  the  certain  means 
of  procuring  the  reftoration  of  peace 
to  the  North  ;  in  the  attainment  of 
which  happy  objeft,  the  king  his 
niafter  would  be  proud  of  the  con* 
currence  of  l.fs  Danifh  majefty ;  and 
he  promifes,  in  the  name  of  all  the 
allies,  the  moft  perfeft:  fecurity  and 
indemnity  by  fea  and  land  from  all 
eonfequences  that  might  poffibly 
fefult  from  fuch  neutrality.  He 
lafllv  nreflei  the  Danifh  minifter.  in 
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the  moft  urgent  terms,  for  a  clear 
and  decilive  anfwer  on  the  intentions 
of  his  court  with  refpeft  to  the  pro- 
pofed  neutrality. 

Such  reprefentations,  backed  by 
fuch  power,  could  fcarcely  fail  of 
effeft.  It  was  evident  at  the  firft 
glance,  that  the  alliftance  which 
Denmark  could  afford  to  her  ally, 
would  in  no  degree  counterpoife  the 
weight  of  power  which  the  three 
allied  courts  might  throw  into  the 
adverfe  fcale,  fo  that  her  intended 
aid  would  prove  a  misfortune  inftead 
of  a  benefit  to  Ruflia,  Nor  could 
the  ableft  politician  or  wifeft  fpecu- 
lator  forefee,  when  the  rancour  of 
mutual  injury  and  hoftility  had  rouz- 
ed  the  animofity  of  fo  many  warlike 
and  potent  nations  to  its  utmoft  ex¬ 
treme,  what  facrifices  might  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  allay  their  fury,  or  at 
what  point  of  violence  their  angry 
and  vindiftive  paflions  might  find 
leifure  to  liftento  the  voice  of  reafon  * 
or  humanity.  It  is  not  to  be  fupr 
pofed  that  a  fituation  and  neceflity 
fo  likely  to  take  place  as  the  prefent 
could  have  efcaped  the  previous  at¬ 
tention  of  the  courts  of  Peterfburgh 
and  Copenhagen  ;  or  that  they  fhould 
not  already  have  mutually  de¬ 
termined  upon  the  meafures  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  purfued  under  fuch 
circumftances. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  after 
long  hefitation  that  the  court  of 
Denmark  was  at  length  brought  to 
aflent  to  a  perfeft;  neutrality,  and 
even  then  it  was  attended  with  fomc 
modifications.  Thefe  related  to  a. 
Ruffian  fquadron  of  fix  fail  of  the  line 
and  fome  frigates,  under  admiral 
Deflein,  which  had  come  ropnd  from 
Archangel  to  the  Sound  early  in  the 
war  ;  and  having  flnce  enjoyed  the 
ufe  of  the  port  of  Copenhagen  as  a 
friendly  refuge  from  the  effefts  of 

winter 
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winter  and  bad  weather,  had  been 
a  grievous  check  to  the  commerce 
of  Sweden  from  Gothenburgh,  as 
well  as  from  fome  of  the  ports  within 
the  Sound.  The  junction  of  this 
fquadron  with  the  Ruffian  principal 
fleet  at  Cronftadt  was  now  wifhed 
and  wanted  ;  but  the  Swedes  lay 
with  a  fuperior  force  in  the  way, 
which  rendered  the  junction  difficult 
and  dangerous.  I  he  court  of  Co¬ 
penhagen  accordingly  ftipulated,  that 
the  Danifh  fleet  ffiould  take  this 
fquadron  under  its  protection,  in  or¬ 
der  to  facilitate  the  junction,  until  its 
arrival  at  a  certain  defined  diftance 
or  place  of  reparation,  which  was 
deemed  fufficient  for  the  purpofe, 
without  this  ad  being  confidered  as 
any  violation  of  the  neutrality.  It 
was  likewife  ftipulated,  that  the  allied 
courts  of  London,  Berlin,  and  the 
Hague,  fhould  afford  no  aid  whatever 
to  the  Swedes. 

The  king  of  Sweden  being  thus 
freed  from  interruption  and  danger 
on  his  fouthern  frontier,  and  the  in¬ 
ternal  affairs  of  his  kingdom  being 
fettled  entirely  to  his  wifhes,  was  en¬ 
abled  to  direCl  his  whole  attention 
and  force  to  the  profecution  of  the 
war  in  Finland.  But  he  had  to  do 
with  an  enemy  which  did  not  admit 
caufes  of  triumph  to  be  as  eafly  at¬ 
tained  on  that  fide,  as  he  had  recently 
experienced  at  home.  Ruffia,  not- 
withftanding  the  numerous  and  in- 
ceffant  call  for  her  troops  to  lupport 
the  Ottoman  war  in  fo  many  parts  of 
Europe  and  Afia  at  the  fame  time, 
had  yet  been  able  to  form  an  army 
in  Finland,  rather  fuperior  in  point 
of  number  to  that  of  Sweden.  It 
is  true  that  this  army  was  by  no 
means  compofed  of  her  belt  and  ve¬ 
teran  troops,  but  the  natural  confti- 
tution,  rough  habits,  bodily  ftrength, 
and  infenfibility  of  pain  and  danger, 


which  fo  much  diftinguifh  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  people,  together  with 
that  inexorable  feverity  of  their  dis¬ 
cipline  and  punifhments,  which  none 
but  Ruffians  could  endure,  ferve,  all 
together,  to  render  even  their  rawelt 
militia,  if  not  formidable  in  adive 
fervice,  at  leaft  difficult  to  be  fubdued. 
Indeed  this  kind  of  paffive  valour 
was  their  charaCteriftic  in  very  early 
times,  and  we  find,  that  when  the  fa- 
vage  and  undifciplined  ftate  of  their 
armies,  occafioned  their  exertions  in 
the  field  to  be  treated  with  the  ut- 
moft  contempt  by  their  warlike  neigh¬ 
bours  of  Poland  and  Sweden,  yet 
their  unexampled  obftinacy  in  the 
defence  of  fortreffes  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  on  all  hands 

The  rough  and  favage  nature  of 
the  country  which  was  the  fcene  of 
aCtion,  was  likewife  little  calculated 
for  brilliant  adion  or  rapid  fuccefs. 
Covered  with  forefts,  encumbered 
with  almoft  impaffable  rocks  and 
mountains,  interceded  with  fuch  a 
multitude  of  frefh  water  lakes  and 
deep  inlets  of  the  fea,  as  is  perhaps 
v/ithout  example  in  any  country  of 
the  old  hemifphere,  Finland  feldom 
affords  open  ground  fufficient  for  the 
drawing  up  of  a  moderate  army  in 
any  regular  order  of  battle.  In  a 
country  of  faftneffes,  thus  formed  by 
nature  for  defence,  two  commanders 
any  thing  equal  in  Ikill,  temper  and 
ability,  might  carry  on  a  fmall  and 
unprofitable,  but  troublefome  and 
bloody  war,  confifting  in  the  attack 
and  defence  of  polls,  without  any 
thing  like  decifion  taking  place  be¬ 
tween  them  for  a  long  feries  of  time  ; 
excepting  only,  that  the  marine  on 
one  fide  fhould  be  much  fuperior  to 
that  on  the  other,  which  mull  be  to¬ 
tally  ruinous  to  the  oppofite  army. 
For  from  the  numerous  inlets  of  the 
fea  which  we  have  taken  notice  of, 
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the  troops  on  both  fides  mufl  conti¬ 
nually  adt  as  marines  on  board  fmall 
veffels  calculated  for  the  purpofe, 
and  as  much  of  the  fervice  be  per¬ 
formed  by  water  as  on  land  ;  fo  that 
a  war  in  this  country  muft,  in  every 
jfenfe,  differ  from  others. 

The  feverity  of  the  climate  could 
not  reftrain  the  mutual  animofity  of 
the  nations  from  commencing  hof- 
tilities  as  loon  as  the  armiltice  con¬ 
cluded  by  the  Swedifh  officers  in  the 
preceding  year  had  expired.  Seve¬ 
ral  fkirmifhes  took  place  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers  towards  the  latter  end  of  May, 
between  the  Ruffians  under  theorders 
of  count  Moufchkin  Foufchkin,  and 
the  Swedes  under  thofe  of  general 
Mayersfeldt,  The  fuccefs  in  thefe 
was.  various,  but  in  allunprodudfive  ; 
fome  were  fevere  and  bloody,  and 
the  Swedes  were  frequently  fina¬ 
lized  by  ads  of  the  moft  extraordi¬ 
nary  valour.  But  the  leafon  was 
over  in  which  thefe  could  produce 
any  extraordinary  ehedt  pin  the  days 
of  Guffiavus  Adolphus  and  Charles 
the  Xl-Ith  they  would  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  conqueffi  and  glory.  So 
great  is  rhe  revolution  which  has 
taken  place  in  military  affairs  and 
in  the  ftate  of  nations 

The  king  arrived  in  Finland  pretty 

early  in  June,  and  about  the  fame 

time  his  brother,  the  duke  of  Suder- 

rnania,  took  the  command  of  the 

fleet  at  Carlefcroon.  The  arrival 

of  the  former  at  the  feat  of  adtion 

was  foon  fignalized  by  adefperate 

encounter,  between  a  body  of  Ruf- 

T  c  .  fians  confiding  of  ^,600 
June  28th.  menj  and  a  pany  of 

Swedes  eflimated  only  at  2,200. 
This  adion,  in  which  the  king 
ferved  as  a  volunteer,  was  fought 
•at  the  place  called  Dainfladt,  in  Fin¬ 
land,  where  the  weaker  party  were 
the  aggreffiors.  The  Swedifh  left 


v/ing  under  general  Platen,  having 
attacked  the  right  of  the  Ruffians 
with  great  fury,  the  mutual  eager- 
nefs  of  the  combatants  foon  extended 
the  adion  to  every  divifion,  and  it 
may  be  faid  to  every  man.  The 
contention  was  obftinate  and  bloody  ; 
but  the  ardour  of  the  Swedes  feemed 
irrefidible  ;  the  enemy,  notwith- 
fhmding  their  fuperiority,  were  every 
where  repelled  ;  and  at  length  to¬ 
tally  routed  and  their  camp  taken.' 
It  was  reported,  that  the  Ruffians, 
after  a  long  and  terrible  fire  on  both 
fides,  having  ruffied  furioufly  with 
fixed  bayonets  on  the  Swedes,  the 
latter  fhewed  fome  fymptoms  of  dif* 
order,  and  retired  about  twenty 
paces,  but  that  the  king  throwing 
himfelf  from  his  horfe,  inflantly  ralli¬ 
ed  the  infantry,  and  they  foon  drove 
the  enemy  before  them. 

The  king,  in  a  letter  to  his  fon, 
the  prince  royal,  acknowledges  that 
the  enemy's  troops  fought  well,  but 
the  Swedes,  he  fays,  better  ;  and  he 
holds  this  inflance  up  as  an  incite¬ 
ment  to  the  young  prince,  to  render 
himfelf  worthy  of  commanding  fo 
brave  and  fo  generous  a  people. 

The  duke  of  Sudermania  failed 
from  Carlefcroon  with  the  Swedifh 
fleet  in  the  beginning  of  July.  The 
Ruffian  fleet  lay  then  at  Revel,  and 
the  duke’s  objedt  undoubtedly  was 
to  prevent  its  junction  with  the  fqua- 
dron  which  had  been  fo  long  in  the 
Sound,  or  at  leaf!  to  bring  it  to  a  de- 
cifive  engagement  in  the  attempt. 
As  the  hoftile  fleets  could  not  well 
pafs  each  other  in  fo  narrow  a  fea, 
without  an  encounter,  fo,  however 
contrary  it  was  to  the  views  of  the 
Ruffian  commanders,  they  fell  ir\ 
with  the  Swedes  on  T  ,  r  , 
their  way  from  Revel.  Ju  Y  2  1  * 
A  diffiant  and  languid  adtion  com¬ 
menced  about  two  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon* 
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ternoon,  and  continued  till  eight  in 
the  evening,  the  Ruffians  conftantly 
retiring,  and  having  no  other  objed 
in  view  but  the  continuation  of  their 
courfe;  while  the  Swedes  endeavour¬ 
ed  in  vain  to  ftop  their  progrefs,  and 
bring  on  a  general  engagement.  The 
fleets  loft  each  other  in  the  night, 
and  the  wiffied-for  jundion  with  the 
Ruffian  fquadron  was  foon  after  ef¬ 
fected.  As  this  flying  adion  orlkir- 
mifh  afforded  no  matter  of  triumph 
to  either  of  the  parties,  fo  no  cor¬ 
rect  or  circumftantial  account  of  it 
was  publifhed  on  either  fide;  which 
ferves  to  leave  the  public  fomewhat 
in  the  dark,  how  far  the  duke  of  Su- 
dermania  had  fulfilled  the  part  of  an 
able  commander  in  his  efforts  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  junction  which  had  the  un¬ 
toward  effect  of  affording  a  decided 
naval  fuperiority  to  the  enemy 
through  the  whole  campaign.  The 
Ruffian  commanders  feem  to  have 
difplayed  confiderable  addrefs  in  e- 
vading  the  action,  and  getting  clear 
of  their  enemy. 

Among  the  number  of  fmall  acti¬ 
ons  which  now  took  place  in  Finland, 
one  of  the  moft  remarkable  was  the 
defeat  which  the  Swedifh  Colonel 
Baron  de  Stedink,  (who  had  lately 
been  diflinguifhed,  with  a  very  infe¬ 
rior  force,  in  an  action  with  General 
Michelfon)  gave  to  the  Ruffian  Ge¬ 
neral  de  Schultz.  Of  this  action  we 
have  no  account  of  the  force  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide;  nor  of  its  nature  or  parti¬ 
cular  circumftances  ;  but  are  inform¬ 
ed,  on  the  whole,  that  the  defeat  was 
fo  complete,  that  the  arms,  baggage, 
tents  and  artillery,  all  were  taken  by 
the  Swedes  ;  that  the  general  only 
efcaped  by  throwing  himfelf  into  a 
morafs  ;  that  600  Ruffians  were  kill¬ 
ed  or  wounded,  of  whom  were  24  of¬ 
ficers  ;  and  that  the  general’s  aid  de 
camps  were  taken.  The  fuccefs  was 


undoubtedly  brilliant,  from  the  king’s 
immediately  promoting  Baron  Ste¬ 
dink  to  the  rank  of  major  general. 

This  fuccefs  was,  however,  foon 
counterbalanced,  by  the  very  hafty 
retreat,  which  the  king  in  perfon,  was 
obliged  to  make  out  of  Ruffian  Fin¬ 
land  ;  into  which  his  impetuofity 
feems  to  have  led  him  to  penetrate 
too  deeply,  without  maturely  confl- 
dering  the  great  danger  which  he 
might  run  of  being  fuddenly  enclofed, 
in  a  country  compofed  of  difficulties 
and  faftnefles.  His  fituation  was  the 
more  dangerous,  as,  having  eroded 
the  Ivymene,  that  deep  river  greatly 
increafed  the  obftacles  to  his  return* 
The  retreat  was  covered  by  Major 
General  de  Kaulban,  who  brought 
up  the  rear,  and  who,  befides  fuf- 
taining  no  fmall  lofs  on  the  occafion, 
had  the  farther  misfortune  of  buffer¬ 
ing  much  blame  for  his  condud. 

Thus  far  the  war  had  been  con¬ 
ducted  with  various  fuccefs,  and,  if 
the  Swedes  gained  no  other  advan¬ 
tage,  they  however  fecured  their 
military  honour,  and  even  acquired 
new  inalmoft  every  encounter.  The 
king,  with  refped  to  his  own  perfon, 
expofed  himfelf  on  every  occafion, 
with  the  temerity  rather  of  a  volun¬ 
teer  than  the  caution  of  a  general. 
He  feemed  to  have  the  ads  of  the 
two  moft  renowned  of  his  predecef- 
fors  conflantly  before  his  eyes,  and 
not  only  endeavoured  to  emulate  their 
greateft  adions,  but  wiffied  to  unite 
in  himfelf  their  different,  charaders, 
and  to  temper  tfie  adventure  and  im¬ 
petuofity  of  Charles,  by  the  judgment 
and  ability  of  Guftavus.  Perhaps 
he  made  the  former  upon  fome  cc- 
cafions  too  much  his  model.  Fie 
could  not  avoid  being  inuefl'antly  goa¬ 
ded  by  the  fore  and  vexatious  rellec- 
tion,  (which  undoubtedly  might  have 
had  feme  influence  upon  his  condud) 
{.M-j  3  that 
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that  if  the  Swedifh  army  had  entered 
into  war  with  the  fame  alacrity  in  the 
preceding  campaign  as  in  the  prefent, 
his  fucceffes  would  have  been  great 
and  his  triumphs  fplendid.  Vexation 
is  not  perhaps  more  ruinous  to  game- 
fters  than  to  generals  !  and  the  great 
exertions  which  were  now  made  with¬ 
out  any  correfponding  effect,  were 
fufficient  to  generate  it  without  the 
operation  of  any  prior  caufe. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  fortune  of 
Ruffia  feemed  deftined  this  year  to 
predominate  over  all  her  enemies  in 
every  quarter ;  and  the  fmiles  which 
the  uncertain  goddefs  feemed  to  be¬ 
llow  upon  the  Swedes  in  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  campaign,  foon  appeared 
to  be  meretricious  and  delufive. 

The  contending  powers  had  from 
the  commencement  of  their  hoflili- 
ties,  ufed  great  exertions,  and  gone  to 
great  expence  on  both  fides,  in  fit¬ 
ting  out  numerous  fleets  of  galiies 
and  light  vefiels,  calculated  for  the 
purpofes  of  the  war  in  Finland.  Pe¬ 
ter  the  Great  had  early  trained  his 
fubjects  to  this  fpecies  of  amphibious 
fervice,  for  which  they  feem  peculi¬ 
arly  defigned  by  nature,  and  they  have 
to  the  prefent  day  continued  unri¬ 
valled  in  its  practice.  It  was  with 
this  novel  mixture  of  land  and  ma¬ 
rine  force  that  he  fpread  defolation 
and  ruin  through  every  part  of  Swe¬ 
den  ;  and  this  was  the  kind  of  enemy, 
who,  penetrating  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  hunted  and  deilroyed  the 
wretched  miners  in  their  dcepeft  and 
mod  hidden  caverns. 

The  king,  after  a  courfe  of  flcir- 
mifhes  and  actions  of  little  moment, 
bad  again  penetrated  into  the  Ruffian 
territories,  and  taken  a  fortified  port 
town,  called  Hogfors,  or  Hogfort ; 
which  he  feems  to  have  intended  to 
retain  as  a  place  of  arms  both  for  the 
land  and  the  fea  fervice. 


He  was  about  this  time  joined  by 
his  fleet  of  galiies,  which  adled  fe- 
parately  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
army,  as  the  occafion  required.  But 
the  Ruffian  fleet  of  the  fame  fort  was 
at  hand,  and  in  great  force,  under  the 
command  of  the  prince  of  Naffau,  who 
had  quitted  the  Liman  and  the  Black 
Sea  for  the  purpofe,  where  he  had  al¬ 
ready  rendered  himfelf  highly  emi¬ 
nent  by  his  conftant  fuccefs  in  this 
peculiar  fervice.  An  action  marked 
with  ferocity  and  blood 
foon  took,  place  between 
the  contending  fleets,  and,  exceping 
only  the  difference  occasioned  by  the 
ufe  of  gunpowder,  and  its  appropriate 
weapons,  affording  a  picture  of  thofe 
early  naval  engagements  which  took 
place  between  the  ancient  Grecians, 
Phoenicians,  Romans,  and  Cartha¬ 
ginians,  Galiies  were  feen  difmant- 
led  and  finking,  the  decks  flrewed 
with  the  dead  and  dying,  and  the 
lurvivors  jumping  into  the  fea,  to 
evade  the  more  dreaded  fword  of  the 
enemy.  To  this  exhibition  of  anci¬ 
ent  naval  tactics,  was  added  the  ex- 
plofions  of  gunpowder,  and  blowing 
up  of  veffels. 

No  battle  was  perhaps  ever  fought, 
the  accounts  of  which  were  fo  di¬ 
rectly  and  totally  contradictory  as 
thofe  which  related  to  this  action. 
The  contradictions  were  fo  glaring, 
that  they  drew  a  ftrong  letter  of 
complaint  and  remonffrance  from 
the  Prince ,  of  Naffau  to  the  king 
upon  the  fubject,  foliciting  and  de¬ 
manding  a  fair  llatement  of  facts ; 
and  fhrewdly  obferving,  that  veracity 
was  one  of  the  firfl  principles  of  a 
man  of  honour  and  hero.  The  pe¬ 
culiar  fituation  in  which  the  king  with- 
ftood  his  fubjects,  and  the  meafures 
of  opinion  which  he  was  obliged  to 
obferve  with  them,  as  well  as  the  de¬ 
fine 
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fire  of  keeping  up  thofe  ideas  of  power 
and  confequence  which  he  wifhed  to 
imprefs  on  his  allies,  feemed  in  fome 
degree  to  lay  him  under  a  fort  of  ne- 
ceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  fuch  fub- 
terfuges,  which  were  fo  inconfident 
with,  and  fo  unworthy  of  other  parts 
of  his  chara&er. 

It  is  evident  upon  the  whole,  that 
the  Swedes,  however  unwilling  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  it,  were  worded  ;  and  that 
they  were  at  length  obliged  to  take 
refuge  under  the  cannon  of  Swea- 
burg.  The  difproportion  of  the  two 
fleets  as  to  number,  was  too  great  to 
be  compenfated  by  valour.  The  Ruf¬ 
fian  fleet  amounted  to  70  veffels,  and 
the  Swedifli  confided  only  of  about 
40.  Yet  notwithstanding  this  ine¬ 
quality,  the  battle  raged  without  in- 
termiffion,  and  with  the  greated  fury, 
from  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  till 
half  pad  eight  at  night.  In  this  vio¬ 
lent  encounter,  adts  of  the  mod  def- 
perate  valour  were  fo  repeatedly  per¬ 
formed,  that  they  loft  their  effedt  in 
the  frequency.  The  Swedifh  major, 
Hagenherfon,  being  boarded,  and 
finding  it  impoffible  to  fave  his  veffel, 
blew  himfelf  up  along  with  enemy. 
Several  veffels  were  funk,  blown  up, 
or  driven  on  the  rocks,  on  both  fides, 
but  few,  if  any,  taken  by  either.  The 
carnage  mud  have  been  extreme  in  fo 
long  and  fo  dreadful  an  adtion  ;  but 
we  are  in  the  dark  as  to  the  particu¬ 
lars. 

This  adtion  was  decifive  as  to  the 
fortune  of  the  campaign.  The  king 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  Ruffian 
territories,  and  encountered  fuch  diffi¬ 
culties  in  gaining  his  own  frontier, 
that  he  expofed  his  perfon  to  equal 
•danger  with  any  common  foldier. 
The  garrifon  of  Hogfors  was  near 
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being  cut  off  in  its  retreat,  through 
the  adlivity  of  the  Ruffians  in  making 
a  landing  from  their  gallies ;  and  was 
only  faved  by  the  fuperior  gallantry 
of  a  battalion  of  Wed  Gothland, 
which  acquired  and  deferved  the 
hightd  honour  upon  the  occafion. 
But  the  nobled  exertions  of  valour, 
when  difplayed  in  feafons  of  ill-for¬ 
tune,  are  apt  to  pafs  unnoticed  in  a 
crowd  of  furrounding  difaders  ;  or 
at  leaf!  lofe  much  of  their  edimation 
and  value  with  the  public,  whofe 
thoughts  are  occupied  only  by  their 
Ioffes. 

As  the  Ruffians,  were  able  to  keep 
the  fea  for  a  confiderable  time  after 
the  late  engagement,  and  were  en¬ 
tirely  maders  of  it,  they  fpread  terror 
every  where,  fo  that  the  city  of  Stock¬ 
holm  itfelf  was  not  a  little  alarmed 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  a  defcent  ; 
and  adopted  the  molt  vigorous  mea- 
fures  to  repel  fuch  an  infult.  The 
early  approach  of  winter  in  that 
northern  climate,  was  a  circumdance 
at  this  time  which  could  not  be  un¬ 
grateful  to  either  of  the  contending 
parties.  They  had  both  fudained 
confiderable  Ioffes ;  they  were  both 
fore  with  wounds,  ^nd  crippled  by 
hard  fervice  ;  and  they  both  wanted 
time  for  repofe,  recovery  and  reparati¬ 
on.  Neither  had  either  fide  any  great 
objedt  in  view,  which  came  at  all  with¬ 
in  the  reach  of  near  attainment ;  fo 
that  hard  blows,  and  mutual  blood- 
fhed,  could  be  the  only  fruits  of  their 
farther  contention  at  the  prefent. 

Under  thefe  circumdanccs,  the 
hodile  armies  looked  ,only  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  their  refpedlive  frontiers  for 
the  winter,  and  the  king  returned  to 
his  capital. 


[#AQ  4 


CHAP. 


20o]*  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1789. 


CHAP.  IX. 

New  convention  of  Notables.  Great  quefions  relative  to  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  States  General ,  which  agitate  the  whole  kingdom  of  France. 
King  reftgns  himfelf  entirely  to  the  advice  of  M.  Nekar.  That  mi- 
nifer  takes  a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the  double  reprefentation  of  the 
commons  \  but  gives  no  opinion  on  other  quejlions  of  great  importance , 
which  are  left ,  in  the  events  to  chance.  Notables ,  as  well  as  the  par¬ 

liament  of  Paris ,  firongly  recommend ,  that  the  confutation  of  1614 
Jhould  be  the  model  for  the  new  convention  of  the  fates  \  with  which 
the  fcheme  of  a  double  reprefentation  dire  lily  militates.  Parliament 
cf  Paris  endeavour  to  recover  their  popularity  by  iffuing  an  arret, 
which ,  if  adopted,  might  be  confdered  as  the  Magna  Charta  of  French 
liberty .  Treated  with  the  utmof  contempt  by  the  popular  parties ,  as 
falling  jhort  of  their  views.  Violent  jealoufies  and  difentions  between 

the  three  orders  which  were  to  compofe  the  fates.  Nobles ,  odious  in 
the  extreme.  Dukes  and  peers  offer  to  contribute  a  due  proportion  to 
the  public  exjences',  and  a  fmilar  difpofition  feems  general  among  the 
nobles ;  but  this  difpoftion  appears  too  late  to  afford  fatisfaliion.  No - 
hility ,  goaded  by  numberlefs  attacks ,  publifh  a  declaration  of  their 

■  • rights ,  which  renders  them  fill  more  odious.  Divifions  and  jealoufies 
among  themfelves  at  this  critical  period.  Difjentions  in  the  parlia- 
onents.  Clergy  as  little  united  as  the  nobles.  Curates,  or parifh  priefls, 
difpofed  to  fide  with  the  commons ,  or  third  efate.  Commons  wifh  that 
the  three  orders  Jhould  fit  in  one  chamber ,  deliberate  in  common ,  and 
vote  by  heads ,  infead  of  voting  by  orders ,  according  to  former  practice. 
Strongly  oppofed  by  the  nobles.  In  the  provincial  afjembly  of  the  fates 
cf  Dauphiny ,  the  nobles  and  clergy  coalejce  with  the  commons ,  and 
thereby  efablifh  a  precedent  contrary  to  the  general  fenfe  of  their  or¬ 
ders.  Differences  beiween  the  nobles  and  commons  of  Britany  rije  fo 
high  as  to  carry  the  appearances  of  a  civil  war.  Count  d’ Artois,  with 

the  princes  of  Conde ,  and  Conti ,  [who  are  called  the  Triumvirate ) 
prefent  a  memorial  to  the  king ,  which  increafes  the  popular  odium 
againf  them  to  the  highef  pitch.  Meafures  purfued  hy  the  duke  of 
C)i  leans  to  acquire  popularity  in  Paris.  HI.  Neckar  blamed  for  not 
having  ufed  any  means  to  reconcile  the  jarring  factions,  or  to  allay  the 
national,  ferment,  previous  to  the  elections.  Fie  prejents  a  memorial 
to  the  king,  frongly  urging  the  meafure  of  double  reprefentation ,  and 
making  himfelf  refponfible  for  its  confequences.  King  accordingly  iffues 
a  aecr  ee  for  that  purpofe ;  but  leaves  undecided  and.  open,  the  very  imfr 
port  ant  and  critical  quef  ions ,  relative  to  the  manner  of  voting,  and  to  the 
fitting  of  the  fates  in  one,  or  in  three  chambers .  Unfortunate  and  ruinous 
'  confequences  oft  his  omiffwn  of  the  minifer’s ,  Some  well-intended  fcheme s 
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fir  amending  the  covjlitution ,  which  were  fubfequently  propofed \  but  rejected. 
Ancient  practice  and  nature  of  the  Cahiers,  or  inf  ructions  given  by  the  electors 
to  their  deputies  in  the  fates.  Nobles  bound  by  oath  not  to  ft  or  vote  in  one 
common  ajfembly.  Aphorific  fatement  of  the  views  of  the  different  parlies. 
Some  farther  particulars  relative  to  them.  Moft  of  the  deputies  of  the  ftates 
arrive  at  Nerf allies ,  but  the  delays  caufed  by  the  elections  in  Paris  prevent 
their  opening  the  ajfembly.  Some  explanation  of  the  terms  Primary  AJfemblies , 
and  Primary  Elections,  with  the  manner  of  their  application.  Violent  riots 
in  Paris ,  and  much  blood  feed. 


WE  obferved  in  our  fird  chap¬ 
ter  that  Mr.  Neckar  had  at 
the  beginning  of  winter  fummoned 
a  new  convention  of  Notables,  in  or¬ 
der  to  receive  their  opinions,  and  ad¬ 
vice,  on  feveral  fubjedts  relative  to 
the  convocation  of  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral.  Two  great  quedions  were  at 
iffue  between  the  three  orders  or 
claffes  from  which  that  body  was  to 
be  drawn,  namely  the  nobles,  the 
clergy,  and  the  tiers  Petat,  or  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  thefe  neceffarily  agitated 
the  whole  nation.  The  firfl  was, 
Whether  the  deputies  of  the  three 
orders  of  the  date  fhould  meet  to¬ 
gether  in  one  affembly,  in  which  all 
the  concentrated  powers  of  the 
States  General  fhould  refide  ?  or, 
Whether  they  fhould  be  divided,  as 
they  had  been  at  the  lad  meeting,  in 
1614,  into  three  chambers,  through 
each  of  which  a  refolution  mufl  be 
carried  (or  at  lead  through  two  of 
them)  before  it  became  the  ac¬ 
knowledged  aft  of  the  dates  ? 
Voting  by  heads  was  the  term  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  firfl  of  thefe  alterna¬ 
tives,  and  voting  by  orders,  to  the 
fecond. 

The  next  queflion  was.  Whether 
the  number  of  deputies  from  each 
of  the  orders  fhould  be  the  fame  as 
in  1614,  which  was  about  three 
hundred  of  each  ?  or,  Whether,  the 
clergy  and  nobles  dill  adhering  to 
their  former  numbers,  the  third 
edat?  fhould  be  allowed  to  fend  fix 


hundred  deputies,  which  would  equal 
both  in  number  ? 

This  was  called  the  double  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people.  And  the 
gaining  of  this  point  was  not  only 
the  great  and  principal  objedt  in 
view  with  the  third  edate,  but 
united  the  wifhes  of  the  republican 
party,  and  of  all  the  fadtious  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  under  whatever 
denominations  they  were  claifed. 
This  was  deemed,  even  by  mode¬ 
rate  men,  in  fome  degree  neceffary, 
as  it  was  generally  taken  for  grant¬ 
ed,  and  the  court  itfelf  mod  un- 
wifely  adopted  the  opinion,  that  the 
clergy  and  nobles,  being  privileged 
bodies,  would  coalefce,  and  adt 
nearly,  if  not  entirely,  together^ 
fo  that  forming  two  bodies  to  one, 
and  amounting  to  about  double  in 
number,  whether  they  voted  by  or¬ 
ders  or  by  heads,  it  was  fuppofed 
that  they  would  carry  every  quef- 
tion  againd  the  commons.  But  if 
the  double  reprefentation  took  place, 
the  commons  would  then  have  6co 
votes  to  oppofe  the  300  of  each 
other  order,  and  they  were  fore  of 
defections  from  each  ;  particularly 
that  many  of  the  curates  would  join 
them  ;  while  they  had  nothing  lels 
than  a  certainty  that  the  members 
of  their  own  order  would  hold  well 
together. 

But  to  render  the  double  repre¬ 
fentation  entirely  effective,  and  the 

*,  * 

fuperiority  of  the  third  edate  com¬ 
plete 
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plete  and  lading,  another  great 
point  was  to  be  gained,  of  fcarce 
lefs  importance  than  the  former. 
This  was  the  amalgamation,  as  it 
was  called,  of  the  three  orders  in 
one  affembly ;  whereby,  fitting  to¬ 
gether,  without  any  didinftion,  in 
the  fame  chamber,  they  fhould  vote 
by  heads,  and  the  majority  of  votes, 
without  any  regard  to  orders,  be  of 
courfe  conclufive.  The  real  views  in 
this  defign  were  very  well  covered, 
by  a  reference  to  the  condudt  of  the 
ancient  dates  general,  who,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  totally  ufelefs  to  the  nation, 
through  the  idle  difputes  and  ridi¬ 
culous  quarrels  which  continually 
took  place  between  the  different 
orders,  relative  to  privileges  and 
other  matters  of  no  public  moment, 
whereby  their  time  being  waded, 
and  deliberations  didradled,  they 
at  length  became  as  odious  to  the 
people  as  to  the  crown  itfelf ;  the 
former  grudging  the  expence  they 
were  put  to  by  convocations  which 
they  found  by  experience  to  be 
totally  unprofitable.  This  evil,  whe¬ 
ther  judly  or  not,  was  indudrioufiy 
reprefented  to  the  public,  and  by 
men  not  deditute  of  ability,  as  pro¬ 
ceeding  entirely  from  the  ancient 
dates  general,  being  claffed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  orders,  and  fitting  in  differ¬ 
ent  chambers,  while  they  held  out, 
that  the  fydem  of  amalgamation 
would  prevent  the  pefiibility  of  fuch 
difputes. 

On  thefe  quedions  the  king’s  ab- 
folute  authority  was  equally  appeal¬ 
ed  to  by  all  the  parties  for  a  final 
decifion  ;  the  plenitude  of  his  power 
not  being  yet  openly  quedioned  by 
any.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fo- 
vereign  refigned  himfelf  entirely 
to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Neckar,  in 
every  thing;  relative  to  this  fubjc<5t, 
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whofe  popularity  he  thought  would 
afford  a  fa  notion  to  whatever  was  co¬ 
vered  by  his  name,  and  thereby 
prove  (he  means  of  procuring  him 
that  quiet  and  eafe  in  government 
which  he  wifiied  beyond  all  things’, 

That  minider,  whofe  real  or  fup- 
pofed  talents  for  finance  and  politi  • 
cal  ceconomy  had,  along  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fortuitous  circumllances,  raid¬ 
ed  him  to  a  degree  of  public  opinion 
and  credit  which  has  not  often  been 
equalled,  fotmd  himfelf  entirely  out 
of  his  element  when  he  became  in¬ 
volved  in  the  untried  and  difficult 
fcience  of  political  legiliation,  Sur¬ 
rounded  and  overawed  by  powerful 
and  able  fadlions,  unable  to  fa¬ 
thom  their  defigns,  and  incapable 
even  of  fufpedting  their  infidious 
views,  he  was  liable  to  fall  into 
every  fnare  which  was  laid  for  him. 
As  vanity  poffeffed  no  fmall  lhare 
in  his  compofitiori,  it  laid  him  the 
more  open  to  be  played  upon. 
Standing  as  he  did,  the  minider  of 
the  people,  and  owing  his  elevation 
to  them,  that  circumdance  alone, 
independent  of  education  and  ha¬ 
bit,  could  not  but  give  him  a  drong 
bias  to  the  popular  party.  Honed 
himfelf,  and  moderate  in  all  his 
views,  he  feems  to  have  built  too 
much  upon  the  redlitude  of  others, 
and  not  to  have  been  aware  that  the 
defigns  of  men  often  extended  far 
beyond  their  prefent  avowal  or  ac¬ 
tion. 

With  thefe  difpofitions,  Mr. 
Neckar  wifiied  to  make  great  con- 
ceffions  to  gratify  and  fatisfy  the 
people,  and  to  render  their  future 
condition  happy  ;  but  he  was  at  the 
fame  time  equally  intent  to  pre- 
fetve  the  prerogatives,  rights,  and 
authority  of  the  crown  undiminifh- 
ed,  in  all  things  which  were  necef- 
fary  to  give  effeft  and  energy  to 

good 
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good  government.  He  probably 
did  not  wifh  that  the  crown  fhould 
have  the  power  of  doing  wrong  in 
any  effential  matters  ;  and  he  ftill 
lefs  intended  that  the  ancient  rights 
of  the  fovereignty  fhould  be  fub- 
verted.  In  the  purfuit  of  this  fyf- 
tem,  it  is  now  evident,  tl*it  he  was 
deficient  with  refpeit  to  fteadinefs, 
courage,  and  fagacity,  and  nothing 
can  be  more  clear  than  that  he  did 
not  forefee  the  confequences  of  his 
own  moft  favourite  meafures.  Wifh- 
ing  to  pleafe  all  parties,  he  tempo¬ 
rized,  and  loft  the  opinion  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  ;  and  while  he  ear- 
neftly  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  order, 
good  temper,  and  good  government  in 
the  kingdom,  he  unfortunately,  but 
unwittingly,  became,  in  no  fmall 
degree,  the  inftrument  of  the  mif- 
chief  and  confufion  which  follow¬ 
ed. 

With  refpefl  to  the  queftions 
which  now  fo  much  agitated  the 
nation,  that  minifter  never  gave  any 
decided  opinion  upon  the  fubjeits, 
either  of  the  dates  voting  by  heads 
or  by  claffes  ;  of  their  fitting  in  one 
chamber  or  in  three  ;  nor  of  their 
amalgamation  ;  but  with  refpeit  to 
the  double  reprefentation  of  the 
commons,  he  took  a  moft  decided 
part  in  favour  of  that  meafure,  and 
perfevered  in  it  with  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  pertinacity.  The  notables 
were  of  a  direitly  contrary  opinion. 
They  recommended  the  conftitution 
of  1614,  as  the  model  by  which  the 
prefent  convocation  of  the  dates 
ihould  be  regulated,  as  that  had 
been  by  the  regulations  and  orders 
eftablilhed  by  their  predeceffors. 
That  the  three  orders  fhould  con¬ 
duct  their  deliberations  in  feparate 
chambers,  as  had  ever  been  the  cafe, 
linee  the  third  edate  had  been  firft 
admitted  to  thefe  convocations  by 
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Philip  Je  Bel,  in  the  year  1302  ;  and 
that  the  three  1  orders  fhould  confift 
of  fomething  near  equal  numbers, 
amounting  to  about  300  each. 

The  notables,  in  giving  this  ad¬ 
vice,  only  trod  in  the  fteps  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  which  had 
before  given  its  unqualified  opinion 
in  fupport  of  the  principle  of  con¬ 
voking  the  dates  general  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  conftitution  of  1614. 
This  conduit  of  the  parliament, 
which  in  other  feafons  would  have 
been  produitive  of  all  the  applaufe 
which  ufually  attended  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  upon  this  occafion  pro¬ 
duced  a  very  different  effeit.  The 
minds  of  men  were  now  too  much 
heated,  and  the  new-fangled  notions 
of  government  too  widely  fpread, 
to  admit  of  their  being  at  all  fatif- 
fied  with  thofe  fecurities  or  concef- 
fions,  which  would  before  have  oc- 
eafioned  the  greateft  joy  and  tri¬ 
umph.  All  the  former  popular  ails 
of  that  affembly,  all  the  arduous  eon- 
fliits  which  they  had  fuftained  v/ith 
the  late  adminiftration,  as  well  as 
that  unconquerable  courage  and  per- 
feverance  which  ended  with  its  down- 
fal,  were  now  at  once  forgotten  ; 
and  thofe  diftinguilhed  members 
wbofe  zeal  and  bufferings  had  rank¬ 
ed  them  among  the  heroes  and  mar¬ 
tyrs  of  patriotifm,  were  regarded,  in 
the  inflamed  minds  of  the  commons, 
as  the  contemptible  tools  of  arifto- 
cracy. 

This  unexpected  change  in  the 
public  opinion  was  moft  fenfibly  felt 
by  the  parliament ;  who,  in  order  to 
recover  the  affeition  of  the  people, 
affembled  with  more  than  ufual 
formality  early  in  December,  in¬ 
viting  at  the  fame  time  (to  give 
the  greater  eclat  to  their,  pro* 
ceedings)  the  attendance  of  the 
princes  and  peers.  At  this  meetmg. 

they 
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they  iffued  a  piece,  under  the  title  of 
an  arret  on  the  prefent  Hate  of  the 
nation,  containing  a  number  of  re- 
folutions,  which  feemed  to  include 
their  ideas  of  the  principal  points 
of  French  liberty.  It  lays  down,  as 
a  pofition  not  to  be  departed  from, 
that  no  adembly  could  be  confidered 
as  truly  national,  which  did  notafcer- 
tain  the  following  eflentia!  points  in 
favour  of  the  people,  namely,  The 
periodical  return  of  the  Hates  ge¬ 
neral  : — No  fubfidy  to  be  allowed, 
under  any  pretence,  that  was  not 
granted  by  the  Hates  : — No  law  to 
be  executed  by  the  courts  of  juHice 
which  the  Hates  had  not  confented 
to  : — The  fuppreflion  of  all  thofe 
taxes  that  marked  a  diHin<5iion  be¬ 
tween  the  orders ;  and  their  replace¬ 
ment  by  common  fubfdies  equally 
impofed  on  all  : — The  refponfibility 
of  milliners  ; — The  right  of  the  Hates 
general  to  bring  accufations  before 
the  courts  of  juHice  for  crimes 
that  intereH  the  whole  nation  ; — 
The  prote&ion  of  the  liberty  of  ci¬ 
tizens,  by  obliging  every  man,  de¬ 
tained  in  a  royal  prifon,  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  his  proper  judges  ; 
—And  laHly,  the  lawful  freedom  of 
the  prefs. 

Thele  provilions  for  eftablifhing 
and  preferving  the  rights  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  people,  and  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  which,  only  a  fmall  time 
back,  would  have  been  confidered 
as  prefenting  a  glorious  Magna 
Charta  of  French  freedom,  and  as 
forming  a  new  epocha  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  that  country,  were  now  re¬ 
ceived  not  only  with  indifference, 
but  with  the  greateH  contempt. 
They  fell  fo  far  fhort  of  the  ideas  of 
liberty  and  equality  now  fpread, 
that  they  could  not  be  liHened  to 
with  patience  ;  the  parliament  of 
Paris  was  totally  difappointed  in 


the  hope  of  recovering  that  popula¬ 
rity  which  it  fo  eagerly  fought ;  and 
from  this  time  continued  to  dwin¬ 
dle  day  after  day  into  Hill  lower 
degrees  of  infignificance,  until  it 
was  at  length  totally  laid  afi'de,  and 
all  its  paH  exertions  and  eonfequence 
forgotten. 

In  the  mean  time  the  greateH 
jealoufy  and  di/fention  fubfilled  be¬ 
tween  the  different  orders  which 
were  to  compofe  the  Hates.  The 
third  eHate,  or  commons,  fo  far 
from  being  fatisHed  with  the  fub- 
miffion  of  the  nobility  to  an  equal 
taxation,  and  to  contribute  in  fu¬ 
ture  a  due  proportion  in  the  railing 
of  fubfidies,  would  overthrow  all 
privileges  whatever  ;  and  would 
not  confider  that  as  a  conceflion 
which  they  claimed  as  an  abfolute 
right.  This  idea  of  extinguifhing 
all  claims  founded  upon  ancien 
ufage,  compact,  or  privilege  was 
carried  fo  far  as  to  trench  in  fome 
refpedls  upon  private  property,  and 
in  one  inHance  to  affedt  the  circum- 
Hances  of  a  numerous  order  of  the 
Hate,  many  of  whom  were  among 
thofe  the  leaH  able  to  bear  fuch  a 
lofs.  For  many  of  the  lords  had, 
ages  fince,  whether  upon  principles 
of  kindnefs  or  mutual  utility,  re¬ 
leafed  their  peafants  from  that  Hate 
of  vaffalage  in  which  they  were 
then  held,  and  received  certain  fixed 
rents  from  them  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  their  lands  ;  but,  under  the 
prefent  fcheme  and  phiiofophy  of 
general  equality,  it  was  taught  to 
be  an  intolerable  grievance  and  op- 
preflion,  to  pay  a  price  for  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  thofe  rights  and  goods 
of  nature  to  which  every  man  was, 
as  fuch,  equally  entitled.  Several 
feudal  rights  and  fervices  were  like- 
wife  Hill  retained  in  moH  or  all 
lorddiips  or  manors,  fome  of  which 
2  were 
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were  commuted  for  in  money,  and 
others,  perhaps  more,  difeharged  in 
kind.  The  lofs  of  thefe  rents  and 
fervices  would  be  very  feverely  felt 
by  the  fmaller  nobility,  who  were 
very  numerous,  and  who  being  obli¬ 
ged  to  fupport  a  certain  degree  of 
rank  in  very  flraitened  circum- 
ftances,  could  expedt  nothing  lefs 
than  utter  ruin  and  miiery  to  their 
families,  when  to  this  defalcation 
from  their  narrow  incomes,  was  to 
be  added  the  fhaVe  which  they  were 
in  future  to  afford  to  the  common 
taxation. 

For  the  nobility,  who,  mod  fa¬ 
tally  to  themfelves,  had  in  the  year 
1787  held  fo  tenacious  a  ’  grafp  of 
their  pecuniary  exemptions  that  they 
would  not  coincide  in  affording  the 
fmalleft  aid  to  extricate  their  fove- 
teign  or  the  public  from  the  emer¬ 
gencies  in  which  they  were  involved, 
and  thereby  opened  the  way  to  all 
the  degradations  which  the  monarch 
had  fince  undergone,  as  well  as  to 
all  the  diforder  and  ill  temper  of  the 
prefent  time,  were  now  become,  not 
only  fully  fenfible  of  their  error,  but 
began  to  perceive  and  to  feel  fome 
part  of  the  growing  danger  of  their 
dotation  ;  the  dukes  and  peers  of 
France  had  already  prefented  a 
memoir  to  the  king,  offering  to 
bear  their  due  proportion  of  the 
public  charges,  and,  fo  far  as  they 
could,  anfvvering  for  the  reft  of  the 
nobility  as  holding  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  ;  and  they  were  fupported 
in  this  engagement  by  the  public 
declarations  or  avowed  difpodtion 
of  the  nobles  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  But  their  repentance, 
or  right  fenfe  of  their  condition,  was 
too  late  !  the  feafon  was  now  paft  ! 
and  the  popular  ferment  was  grown 
to  fuch  a  height,  that  all  hope  of 
conciliation  deemed  at  an  end. 


For  no  equalization  of  taxes,  no 
eafe  in  their  own  fituation,  no  ex¬ 
altation  of  their  political  importance 
in  the  ftate,  deemed  now  capable  of 
affording  any  gratification  to  the 
commons,  while  the  other  two  clad- 
fes  poffeffed  a  fingle  privilege,  or 
any  degree  of  importance  diftindt 
from  the  general  mafs.  As  the 
writers,  as  well  as  the  orators,  and 
thofe  numerous  fedis  who  were 
counted  philofophers,  were  almoffc 
all  on  the  popular  fide,  fo  the  te¬ 
nures  of  the  nobility  were  rendered 
fo  odious  in  the  numberlefs  writings 
which  were  every  hour  publifhed  on 
the  fubjedl,  and  their  privileges* 
claims,  condudt  and  fervices  placed 
in  fuch  ridiculous  and  degrading 
points  of  view,  that  the  nobles 
thought  it  neceffary  to  iffue  a  decla¬ 
ration  in  defence,  wherein  they  in¬ 
filled  that  their  feudal  rights  were 
inviolable  property,  coeval  with 
their  eftates,  and  equally  acquired 
by  the  valour  of  their  anceflors ; 
that  they  had  been  eftablifhed  by 
the  original  conftitution  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  confirmed  by  the  fandtion 
of  unnumbered  laws  and  of  untold 
ages.  But  this  declaration,  inflead 
of  producing  any  good,  or  contri¬ 
buting  in  any  degree  to  allay  the 
prevailing  animofity,  ferved  only  to 
increafe  the  unpopularity  and  odium 
under  which  the  nobility  already  la? 
boured. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  clofeft 
union  would  have  been  indifpenfably 
neceffary,  to  refill  the  defigns  that 
were  laid  againft  the  whole  of  their 
immunities  and  diftindtions,  the  no¬ 
bility  were  divided  by  various  jea- 
loufies  among  themfelves,  and  fplit 
into  violent  fadlions.  That  fuperi- 
ority  afifumed  by  the  dukes  and  peers 
of  France,  from  their  poffelfing  feats 
in  the  parliament  of  Paris,  and  from 
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their  being  confidered  as  the  here¬ 
ditary  counfellors  of  the  crown, 
though  a  diftindtion  of  very  long 
flanding,  and  hitherto,  like  other 
old  eftabliffiments,  paffed  over  with¬ 
out  exciting  much  care  or  enquiry, 
became,  in  this  feafon  of  innovation, 
and  under  the  influence  of  that  rel¬ 
iefs  fpirit  which  marked  the  genius 
and  temper  of  the  time,  an  objedt  of 
much  diffatisfadtion  and  envy  with 
thofe  nobles,  who  from  the  iargenefs 
of  their  pofleflions,  the  antiquity  or 
public  fervices  of  their  families,  or 
from  all  together,  thought  them- 
felves  no  lefs  entitled  to  fo  flattering 
a  pre-eminence. 

In  this  fame  manner,  ana  as  if 
the  contagion  was  general  and  un¬ 
avoidable,  the  parliaments  were  torn 
to  pieces  by  internal  diflentions.  For 
the  places  of  judges,  in  thefe  bodies, 
had  by  degrees  been  rendered  in  a 
great  meafure  hereditary,  the  fon 
ufually  fucceeding  the  father  in  the 
office,  if  he  had  attained  a  proper 
maturity  at  the  deceafe  of  the  for¬ 
mer.  This  was  confidered  both  an 
intolerable  grievance,  and  an  abfo- 
lute  injury,  by  the  pleading  lawyers, 
who  faw  themfelves  nearly  cut  off 
from  ever  attaining  thofe  emolu¬ 
ments  and  diftindions,  which  they 
confidered  as  the  proper  objeds  of 
their  profefiional  ambition,  as  well 
as  the  due  rewards  of  merit  and 
ability,  and  neceffary  encourage¬ 
ments  to  afliduity,  labour  and  ex¬ 
ertion.  They  accordingly  formed 
a  ftrong  and  numerous  as  well  as 
loquacious  party,  to  cry  down  the 
judges,  and  ruin  them  with  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  former  were  not  always 
corred  in  their  decifions  ;  wrong 
was  fometimes  confirmed  or  efla- 
bliffied  ;  and  it  had  happened  in  forne 
notorious  and  celebrated  criminal 
cafes,  which  awakened  the  attention 


or  excited  the  horror  of  all  Europe, 
that  the  innocent  were  condemned 
to  fuffer  the  molt  cruel  puniffiments, 
which  the  law  permitted  for  the 
highefl:  degrees  of  guilt.  Though 
fuch  cafes  were  not  frequent,  yet 
when  thev  occurred,  the  moil  emi- 
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nent  of  the  pleading  advocates  did 
not  mifs  the  occafion  of  acquiring 
great  popularity  by  the  courage 
and  eloquence  with  which  they  de¬ 
fended  the  oppreffed  and  injured: 
they  boldly  controverted  and  ar¬ 
raigned,  and  fometimes  fuccefsfully, 
the  decifions  of  the  judges  ;  and  if 
every  thing  elfe  failed,  where  the 
cafe  was  fufficiently  clear,  they  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  world  at  large,  by 
publifhf&g  the  proceedings.  But  in 
this  eager  chace  of  popularity  they 
not  feldom  overfhot  the  mark  ;  for, 
being  in  the  habit  of  oppofing  the 
judges,  and  growing  warm  in  the 
exercife,  they  would  drain  and  warp 
the  law  from  its  ufual  and  natural 
bias,  to  make  it  fuit  the  immediate 
purpofe.  They,  however,  gained 
their  point,  in  rendering  both  the 
judges  and  the  courts  odious  ;  and 
were  indifferent  as  to  the  confe- 
quences,  under  a  reliance,  that  their 
own  legal  knowledge  and  abilities 
would  in  all  cafes,  and  in  any  change 
that  could  take  place,  be  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  French 
parliaments  boafted  a  peculiar  no¬ 
bility  of  their  own,  originating  from 
particular  office  and  rank.  It  feem- 
ed  as  if  fome  fatality  had,  in  this 
feafon  of  innovation  and  danger, 
prompted  feveral  of  thefe  provin¬ 
cial  bodies  to  become  diffatisfied 
with  their  former  privilege  and  ho¬ 
nour,  and  to  attempt,  by  a  new  re¬ 
gulation,  that  none  but  gentlemen 
(by  which  is  intended  the  fmaller 
nobility)  fhould  be  admitted  into 

their 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  *[207 


their  refpedlive  affemblies.  Nothing 
could  have  been  a  greater  infult  or 
injury  to  the  thitd  eftate  than  this 
meafure  of  folly  and  vanity,  if  time 
had  been  afforded  for  its  being  carried 
into  effetft  ;  it  having  long  been  one 
of  the  moft  crying  grievances  of  that 
body,  that  through  the  partiality  of 
the  crown,  nearly  all  promotions, 
whether  civil,  military,  naval,  or 
ecclefiaftical,  were  monopolized  by 
the  no’ llity.  ihe  affront  and  in¬ 
tended  injury  were  the  more  galling 
to  the  commons,  as  being  offered  by 
men  who  were  drawn  from  the  com¬ 
mon  mafs  of  citizens,  but  who  now 
regarded  their  fellows  with  fuch 
marked  difdain,  that  they  would  for 
ever  fhut  them  out  from  poffeffing  the 
fame  advantage.  Thefe  circamftances 
ferved  to  render  the  parliaments  not 
only  unpopular  but  odious  ;  and 
their  fubfequent  fall,  to  be  neither 
attended  with  pity,  nor  accompanied 
with  rcfipedt. 

Other  prevalent  caufes  operated 
in  difuniting  and  weakening  the  no¬ 
bility.  Many  of  the  moft  neceffi- 
fous,  the  moft  turbulent,  or  the  moft 
profligate,  rejoiced  in  the  prefent  fer¬ 
ment ;  they  wifhed  for  difturbance 
and  commotion,  a  ftate  of  things  by 
which  they  could  pot  lofe  much,  bpt 
from  whence  the  eagernefs  of  hope 
and  defire  flattered  them  with  prof- 
pedfs  of  great  poffible  advantage. 
Thefe  eagerly  fought  popularity  at 
any  price  and  all  events,  without 
any  more  regard  to  the  benefit  or  fe- 
£prity  of  their  particular  order,  than 
to  the  general  good  of  the  ftate. 
Some,  of  high  rank  and  great 
power,  were  fuppofed  to  entertain 
views  of  a  remote  but  dangerous 
ambition,  which  cou.ld  have  no 
other  hope  of  obtaining  its  end, 
than  amid  the  diforders  produced 
by  fome  great  convulfton  in  the 


ftate.  Upon  t’  is  principle,  it  was 
their  intereft  to  promote  by  all  means 
the  prefent  ferment  ;  confidering  the 
rage  and  violence  of  the  people  as 
the  proper  difpofitions  for  rendering 
them  hereafter  the  ufeful  and  adhve 
inftruments  in  the  profecution  of 
their  own  defigns.  Such  men 
could  not  want  retainers  and  affo- 
ciates  either  in  their  own  or  any 
other  order.  ' 

It  had  always  been  reckoned 
highly  difgraceful  in  France,  for  a 
nobleman  to  become  a  member  of 
the  third  eftate  ;  and  on  the  other 
fide,  it  was  held  no  lefs  difgraceful 
to  the  commons  to  tied!  a  nobleman 
to  be  their  delegate ;  fuch  a  meafure, 
befides  other  grounds  of  objection, 
feeming  to  be  a  tacit  acknowledg¬ 
ment,  that  no  one  of  their  own  clafs 
was  properly  qualified  to  be  their 
representative.  But  all  delicacy  or 
fqueamifhnefs  in  this  refpedt  was 
now,  in  fome  inftances,  laid  by  on 
both  Tides  in  the  preparation  for  the 
approaching  elediion  of  the  ftates. 
Some  of  the  moft  factious  and  def- 
perate  of  the  nobility,  either  defpair- 
ing  of  being  chofen  by  their  own 
order,  or  holding,  that  the  tiers 
l’etat  would,  in  tbe  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  afford  a  more  ample  field 
for  the  difplay  of  their  talents,  as 
well  as  a  more  fertile  foil  for  the 
propagation  of  their  opinions  and 
defigns,  ufed  all  their  intereft  and 
addrefs  to  obtain  feats  among  the 
commons  ;  while  fimilar  motives 
and  difpofitions  to  thofe  which  urged 
them  to  the  application,  operating 
with  no  lefs  effedt  on  the  other  fide, 
they  were  received  with  open  arms. 

As  if  the  fpirit  of  difeord  was 
now  deftined  to  infedl  all  orders  of 
men,  fo  the  clergy  were  little  better 
fatisfjed,  or  united  among  themT 

felves 
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felves  than  the  other  claffes  of  the 
people.  The  curates,  or  parifh 
priells,  who  lived  among  and  af- 
fociated  with  the  commons,  had 
very  generally,  though  in  a  lefs  or 
greater  degree  as  chance  or  temper 
operated,  imbibed  many  of  the  po¬ 
pular  notions  and  opinions,  But 
there  was  a  peculiar  grievance  re¬ 
lative  to  themfelves,  which,  with 
little  open  complaint,  they  had  long 
juifbly  repined  at.  This  was  the 
monopoly  which  the  nobility  had, 
probably  in  all  times,  poffeffed,  of 
nearly  all  the  dignities  and  emolu¬ 
ments  in  the  church  ;  which,  along 
with  its  being  a  conllant  ohje<5t  of 
vexation,  jealoufy  and  envy,  could 
not  but  operate  fatally  to  the  difeou- 
ragement  of  learning,  virtue,  and 
piety  among  the  inferior  clergy 
and  to  the  diligent  exercife  of  thole 
duties,  whiclj  require  fuch  conllant 
labour  and  care  in  the  application, 
and  are  fo  ir.difpenfably  necefiary  in 
that  body.  It  is,  however,  proba¬ 
ble,  that  this  grievance  was  more 
felt  and  thought  of  in  the  prefent  fea- 
fon  of  reform  and  innovation  than 
it  had  been  at  any  former  period. 

The  jealoufy  and  difiike  between 
the  nobility  and  commons  was  every 
day  increafing,  and  flrongly  indi¬ 
cating  mifehiefs  and  evils,  which  it 
ihould  have  been  the  great  object 
of  a  wife,  and  prudent  government 
to  prevent  or  evade.  For  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  nobles  to  fubjedl  their 
effates  in  future  to  a  proportional 
fhare  of  the  uublic  burdens,  afford- 
ed,  as  we  have  already  feen,  no  fa- 
tisfa&ion  to  the  commons,  while  the 
former  would  have  this  confidered 
merely  as  a  conceffion  of  favour, 
but  by  no  means  as  any  dereliction 
of  their  right  of  exemption.  The 
chief  bone  of  contention  was, 


however,  the  queflion  of  amalga¬ 
mation,  or  the  three  orders  fitting 
and  voting  in  common  in  one  gene¬ 
ral  afiemhly.  This  point  the  com¬ 
mons  were  determined,  if  pofiible, 
to  carry  at  all  events  ;  deeming 
every  other  acquifition  imperfect  and 
of  little  value,  without  the  flrength 
and  efficacy  which  this  was  capable 
of  communicating  ;  while  the  no¬ 
bility,  in  general,  were  as  oblfinately 
bent  on  its  rejection,  But  a  part 
of  their  own  body  eflablifhed  an 
alarming  precedent  again!!  the  con- 
du6t  and  fentiments  of  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  ;  for  at  the  provincial  meeting 
of  the  Hates  of  Dauphiny,  the  nobles 
and  clergy  not  only  coalefced  into  one 
common  mafs  with  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  but  it  was  de¬ 
termined  by  that  affembly,  that  their 
deputies  to  the  Hates  general  fiiould 
be  indrucled  to  fupport  Hedfailly  the 
queilion  of  amalgamation,  and  to  give 
weight  and  currency  to  it  from  their 
own  example,  by  neither  fitting  or 
voting  in  any  other  manner. 

The  commons  of  Britany,  who, 
from  the  union  of  that  province  with 
France,  had  to  the  prefent  day  re¬ 
tained  fome  greater  portion  of  free¬ 
dom  than  any  others  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  who  had  for  fome  time,  as 
we  have  heretofore  feen,  been  in 
habits  of  great  licenfe  and  diforder, 
being  now  fired  by  the  example  of 
Dauphiny,  infilled  that  their  Hates 
Ihould  be  modelled  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner;  but  this  being  peremptorily 
refufed  by  the  gentlemen,  who 
thought  it  a  moH  ungrateful  return  for 
the  zeal,  fpirit,  and  rifque  with  which 
they  had  fupported  the  public  rights, 
againff  the  tyrannical  defigns  and  at¬ 
tempts  of  the  late  adminiflration  ;  the 
differences  grew  fo  high,  and  the  con¬ 
tending 
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tending  parties  were  fo  much  en¬ 
raged,  that  the  country  was  for  fe- 
veral  weeks  in  little,  if  any  thing, 
lefs  than  in  a  ftate  of  civil  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  count 
d’ Artois  (the  king’s  fecond  brother) 
with  the  two  princes  of  Conde  and 
of  Conti,  who  were  at  this  time 
called  theTriumvirate,andwhowere 
at  the  head  of  thofe  fcattered  par¬ 
ties  which  ltill  retained  fome  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  court,  declared 
themfelves  ftrongly  in  fupport  cf 
the  rights  of  the  nobility,  and  pre- 
fented  a  memorial  to  the  king,  in 
which,  along  with  a  profeflion,  in 
the  name  of  that  body,  of  their  wil- 
lingnefs  to  contribute  to  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  ftate  by  confenting 
to  an  equalization  of  taxes,  they, 
however,  referved  the  obnoxious 
provifion,  “  that  this  was  to  be 
4<  confidered  as  a  matter  of  con- 
“  defcenfion  and  favour,  but  nor 
“  of  right.”  And  having  treated, 
in  the  fame  memorial,  fome  of  the 
new  pretenfions  of  the  third  eftate 
with  great  freedom,  if  not  feverity, 
it  raided  the  indignation  of  that 
numerous  and  formidable  party  to 
the  higheft  pitch,  fo  that  the  count, 
who  had  long  been  fufficienrlyunpo- 
pular,  was  now  execrated  through¬ 
out  the  nation,  and  confidered  as 
the  common  enemy  of  the  people  : 
nor  did  thefe  circumftances  fail  to 
increafe  the  general  animofity  to 
the  nobility. 

The  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  had,  upon  the 
change  of  miniftry,  been  difcharged 
by  the  king  from  the  reftridtions 
which  confined  him  to  his  country 
feat  at  Reinf) ;  but,  inftead  of  going 
to  court,  he  proceeded  to  the  pa¬ 
lais  royale  in  Paris,  which  was  his 
own  eftate,  and  which  for  fome 
time  might  have  been  confidereil 
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as  his  citadel.  There  he  laid  him- 
felf  out  by  all  poflible  means  to  at¬ 
tain  a  popularity,  in  the  acquifition 
of  which  he  had  hitherto  through 
life  been  Angularly  unfortunate. 
His  immenfe  fortune  (being reckon¬ 
ed  thericheft  fubjedt  in  Europe, and 
his  yearlyincome  eftirnated  at  fome- 
thing  about  half  a  million  fterling) 
rendered  this  defign,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things,  a  matter  of  no  great 
difficulty.  The  ftreets  were  de¬ 
luged  byan  unaccountable  multitude 
of  vagabonds,  partly  natives,  but 
a  greater  number  cutcafts  of  the 
different  provinces,  who,  hungry, 
ragged,  and  abandoned,  were  ready 
to  perform  any  fervice  of  which 
they  were  capable,  for  food  and  co¬ 
vering.  By  exceftive  largeftes  in 
money  and  corn,  he  foon  became 
the  idol  of  that  vaft  and  profligate 
city,  and  feemed  to  fucceed  in  fill¬ 
ing  the  place  which  had  been  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  duke  of  Beaufort  to¬ 
wards  the  middle  of  the  laft  cen¬ 
tury,  and  to  ftand  fair  for  attaining, 
as  he  had  done,  the  title  of  king  of 
the  mob.  It  was  impoflible  that 
fuch  a  man,  in  fuch  a  fituation  and 
fuch  circumftances,  fhould  be  des¬ 
titute  of  a  eonfiderable  party.  Mi- 
rabeau,  and  fome  other  of  the  moft 
violent  demagogues  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  convulfions,  v/ere  clofely  con- 
nedted  with  him,  and  w^ere  fuppofed 
to  be  adfuated  in  their  proceedings 
by  view's  very  different  from  thole 
which  w'ere  ollenfibly  avowed. 
While  the  duke,  wrapped  up  in  the 
darknefs  of  his  Olympus,  and  fixed 
in  the  centre  of  all  the  politics, 
intrigues,  cabals,  and  violence  ot 
the  metropolis,  w'as,  without  any 
vifible  exertion,  for  a  eonfiderable 
time,  fuppofed  to  guide  the  clouds, 
and  to  airedt  th?  courfe  of  the  tem- 
f  eft. 

[  0  ]  Mr.  Neckar 
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Mr.  Neckar  has  been  much,  and 
to  all  appearance  defervedly,  blam¬ 
ed  for  not  having  ufed  the  means 
which  his  official  fituation,  and  even 
his  popularity,  feemed  to  place  in 
his  hands,  of  endeavouring,  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  elediions,  or  even  after, 
to  allay  the  ferment  which  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  nation,  to  conciliate  fome, 
or  to  gain  over  others  of  the  jarring 
fadtions,  and  above  ail  things,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  heal  or  to  foften  the  ani- 
mofities  between  the  commons  and 
the  nobility  5  which  as  the  latter 
were  now  willing  to  refign  their 
exemption  with  refpebt  to  taxation, 
and  might  probably,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  prefent  alarming  af- 
pedt  of  public  affairs,  having  been 
led  to  further  conceffions,  did  not 
by  any  means  feem  an  unattainable 
objedt.  Nothing  of  this  fort  was, 
however,  done  or  attempted  ;  every 
thing  feems  to  have  been  committed 
to  chance,  or  fuffer  to  purlue  that 
bias  from  which  it  received  its 
original  diredlion  ;  while  the  minif- 
ter,  confident  in  hope,  and  looking 
to  the  States  General  with  a  degree 
of  idolatry,  as  the  fubm.it  of  all  pof- 
fible  perfedtion,  feemed  to  ruili 
blindly  on,  miffing,  in  defiance  of 
the  hiftory  and  experience  of  paft 
times,  to  find  in  that  bodv  a  re¬ 
medy  for  all  the  political  evils  of 
the  flate.  • 

In  this  courfe,  and  through  all 
the  violence  of  contending  fadlions, 
he  adhered  firmly  to  his  favourite 
fcheme  of  the  double  reprefentation 
of  the  commons  ■  although  that 
meafure  was  diredtlv  contrary  to  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  notables,  of  moil  if  not 
all  the  other  minifters,  and  to  the 
fentiments  and  liking  of  the  king 
himfelf.  To  fecure  this  point,  he 
prefented  a  raemoire  to  the  fove- 


reign,  in  which  he  rendered  himfelf 
perfonally  refponfible  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  that  meafure,  and  vainly 
defired  that  he  might  be  made  the 
facrifice  to  its  failure,  or  at  leaft  to 
its  produdtion  of  any  finifter  event. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  while  in  this 
piece  he  drew  an  imaginary  picture 
of  fome  of  the  effedls  which  really 
enfued,  he  feemed  fcarcely  to  con- 
ffder  them  as  poflibiliries,  or  to 
think  there  was  turpitude  fufficient 
in  mankind  for  the  produdtion. 

The  king  who  had  received  a 
minifter  from  the  people  merely 
in  the  hope  of  thereby  reftoring 
tranquilirv  to  the  public,  and  quiet 
to  himfelf,  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  hazard  fo  defired  an  objedt  by 
any  interference  of  his  own  in  coun¬ 
teracting  his  defigns.  In  purfuance 
of  this  fentiment,  in  the  beginning 
of  January  1789,  he  iffued  that  de¬ 
cree,  framed  or  didla-ted  by  the 
minifter,  which  granted  to  the  third 
eftate  a  double  reprefentation  ;  but 
through  fome  unaccountable  negli¬ 
gence  or  blindnefs,  left  untouched 
that  rnoft  eflential  queftion  of  amal¬ 
gamation,  and  consequently  of  'the 
ftates  fitting  in  one,  two,  or  three 
chambers.  For  the  minifter,  in  his 
preceding  menioire  to  the  king, 
although  it  was  fufficiently  verbole 
in  other  refpecls,  touched  flightly 
upon  this  fubjedl,  as  if  it  were  a 
matter  rather  of  indifference  than 
moment ;  only  cafually  exprefling 
a  hope,  that  the  ftates  would  fettle 
thefe  matters  among  themfelves 
without  any  diffention  •  and  hint¬ 
ing,  diftantly,  at  the  poflibijity  of 
the  union  of  the  three  orders,  with¬ 
out  giving  any  opinion  for  or 
againft  its  propriety. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
unfortunate  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  than  this  omiffion,  and  indeecf 
4  it 
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it  may  be  confidered  as  opening  the 
way  in  a  very  great  meafure  to  the 
fucceeding  evils.  The  king’s  de- 
cifion  on  the  fubjeft  would  have 
been  final,  and  not  only  willingly 
fubmitted  to,  but  was  expefted  and 
wifbed  ;  for  none  of  the  parties  had 
yet  called  in  queftion  the  plenitude 
of  his  authority,  at  lead  until  the 
meeting  of  the  dates,  to  aft  in  all 
things  as  provifionary  legiflator. 
Nor  did  it  require  any  great  faga- 
city  to  forefee,  that  the  great  point 
of  a  double  reprefentation  being 
gained  bv  the  third  eftate,  while  the 
other,  of  amalgamating  the  three 
orders  into  one,  was  left  open  and 
Undecided,  they  would  immediately 
endeavour  to  feize  theadvantagethus 
offered,  and  that  their  fuccefs  in  the 
firft  inftance  would  render  them 
infinitely  more  ftrenuous  and  im¬ 
petuous  in  their  efforts  to  obtain 
the  fecond,  which  could  alone  com¬ 
municate  that  full  efficacy  to  the 
double  reprefentation  which  they 
wiihed  and  aimed  at.  Nor  did  it 
feem  more  difficult  to  perceive  the 
"danger  of  trufting  the  whole  power 
of  a  mighty  ftate  in  the  hands  of  a 
fingle  affemblv,  without  any  other 
to  check  or  regulate  its  conduft,  or 
any  power  whatever  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  whifh  could,  even  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  a  negative,  attempt  to 
reftrain  the  exorbitances  to  which 
fuch  a  body,  poffeffed  of  fuch  un¬ 
exampled  authority,  muff  almoft  be 
iieceflarily  fubjeft.  It  was  evident, 
that  in  fuch  an  aflemblage  all  its 
power  mull  be  fubjefted  to  the  ca¬ 
price  or  defign  of  a  majority  ;  that 
fuch  a  majority,  onceformed,  would 
foon  become  too  much  enamoured 
of  their  new  power,  not  to  cohere 
firmly  together  in  its  fupport  ;  that 
the  diffenting  minority,  what¬ 
ever  its  number,  could  do  nothing 
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more  than  complain  (if  they  were 
allowed  to  do  that)  and  would 
thereby  become  entirely  ufelefs, 
while  the  triumphant  majority,  by 
a  proper  management  of  the  in¬ 
flamed  populace,  with  the  national 
purfe  and  the  fword  in  their  hands,, 
might  eftablifb  the  mod  complete 
tyranny,  under  a  republican  name 
or  form,  and  render  it  unalterable, 
bv  boldly  perpetuating  their  own 
existence. 

Thefe,  not  only  poflible  but  pro¬ 
bable  confequences,  were,  however, 
overlooked  upon  this  occafion. 

Some  v/ell- judged  propofals 
were,  however,  made  for  mollifying 
or  correfting  this  ftate  of  things, 
and  for  conciliating  the  animofitv* 
of  the  parries  :  for  the  nobles  had 
bound  themfelves  by  a  folemn  oath, 
never  to  fubmit  to  the  amalga¬ 
mating  or  confolidating  fyflem,  fo 
far  as  to  fit  or  to  vote  in  one  com¬ 
mon  affembly. 

One  of  thefe  fchemes  was,  that 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nobles 
and  clergy  fhould  be  united  in  one 
affembly,  and  fhould  fupply,  atleaff 
in  a  certain  degree,  the  place  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  in  England  ;  while 
the  third  eftate  fhould  fit  by  itfelf, 
under  the  name  of  the  houfe  of  com • 
mans. 

The  fecond  fcheme  was  much 
more  comprehenfive.  It  propofed 
to  unite,  as  the  other  did,  the  clergy 
and  nobility  in  one  houfe  ;  but  to 
reftrift  the  number  of  feats  poffeffed 
by  both  ro  a  certain  given  and  pro¬ 
portional  number;  that  the  clergy 
fhould  be  chofen  by  rotation  ;  that 
the  nobles  fhould  poffefs  a  certain 
given  quantity  of  land  to  qualify 
them  for  election  ;  but  in  order  that 
the  fervices  of  merit  and  ability 
fhould  not  be  loft  to  the  public,  nor 
utility  facrificed  to  forms,  that  the 
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eidePc  fons  or  immediate  heirs  of 
thefe  noble  poffefTbrs  fliould  belike* 
wife  qnalified  to  fill  feats,  if  eleXed; 
and  ladly,  to  enlarge  the  Iphere  of 
reprefentation  in  the  third  eftate, 
to  remove  prejudices,  and  to  unite 
every  rank  and  clafs  of  the  people 
in  one  common  int'ereft,  that  the 
nobility  at  large,  as  well  as  the 
clergy,  who  were  not  appointed  to 
the  upper,  but  lefs  numerous  affem- 
bly,  fihould  be  qua  fiedto  be  eleXed 
by  the  commons  as  their  reprefen- 
tatives  in  the  third  efiiate  $  the  num¬ 
ber  to  be  ftill  reftriXed,  though,  to 
its  original  defignation. 

It  is  eafily  feen  that  this  fcheme, 
if  adopted,  would,  among  its  fmall- 
er  benefits,  have  been  the  means 
of  introducing  much  decency,  ur¬ 
banity,  and  order,  in  the  delibera¬ 
tions  and  proceedings  of  that  body  ; 
that  it  would  likewife  have  tended 
to  a  general  diffufion  of  intelligence 
and  public  knowledge  among  the 
members,  which  was  much  and 
particularly  wanted  in  whatever 
related  to  foreign  affairs  and  con¬ 
nexions  ;  that  it  mud  have  had  an 
admirable  effeX  in  removing  pre¬ 
judices,  curing  animofities,  and 
coalefcing  all  the  dalles  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  •  and  that  it  would  have  ob¬ 
viated  that  reproach  knee  thrown 
upon  the  condiment  afiernbly,  that 
they  were  madly  com po fed  of  law¬ 
yers,  attornies,  country  curates,  ar- 
tids,  and  authors  ;  that,  many  of 
them  were  men  of  narrow  minds, 
and  of  very  circumfcribed  know¬ 
ledge;  and"  were  as  little  refpeXahie 
in  point  of  property,  as  of  ability 
or  knowledge.  Thefe  were,  how¬ 
ever,  but  fmaller  matters,  when 
placed  in  companion  with  that  ex¬ 
cellency  of  conftitution,  and  that 
jiid  fitnefs,  due  proportion,  drength, 
’and  fee  dr  icy  of  all  the  parts  of.  go. 


vern merit,  which  the  framers  and 
fupporrers  of  this  fcheme  fuppofed 
oriaid  might  have  been  derivedfrom 
it.  For  the  reprefented  thatcoun- 
terpoifes  would  be  thus  provided 
to  every  diftinX  power  in  the  date, 
that  each  would  operate  as  a  check 
and  regulator  to  the  others, and  pre¬ 
vent  all  excels  in  any  •  that  under* 
fuch  guards  it  would  become  im- 
poffible  for  any  one  to  devour  all 
the  others 5  and  that  thus,  the  mod 
valuable  parts  of  the  Englidi  eon- 
ditution  would  be  obtained, without 
any  of  its  defeXs. 

But  the  views  of  the  commons 
were  now  fo  much  extended,  and 
their  defires  fo  much  inflamed  by 
the  near  profpeX  of  placing  all  the 
powers  of  the  date  in  one  Angle 
affembly,  that  no  propofal  which 
went  wide  of  that  mark  could  be 
attended  to  with  patience.  It  was 
not  difficult  to  find  odenfible  and 
popular  reafons  for  the  rejeXion  of 
fuch  a  propofal.  It  would  be  dis¬ 
graceful  in  the  lad  degree  lor  the 
greated  and  moft  enlightened  na» 
tion  in  Europe  to  borrow  a  con- 
ftitution  from  another  country. 
They  pofiefled  wifdom  and  philo- 
fophy  fufficient  for  modelling  and 
regulating  their  own  government, 
without  fubmitting  to  the  iliameful 
degradation  of  being  in  any  degree 
beholden  to  the  aid  of  foreigners. 
This  idea  had  fuch  force,  that  it 
became  for  a  confiderable  time  a 
fixed  principle  neither  to  borrow 
from,  nor  to  intimate  England  in 
any  refpeX  whatever  relative  to  the 
date  and  government. 

It  had  at  all  times  been  cufto- 
mary  in  France,  at  the  eleXions  of 
the  dates  general,  for  each  order 
in  each  didri’X  to  prefenra  memo¬ 
rial  of  grievances, accompained  with 
inftruXions,  to  its  peculiar  deputy. 
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the  practice  being  equally  common 
with  the  elergy,  the  nobility,  and 
die  commons,  Thefe  memorials 
or  inftruCtions  were  called  cahitr f  ; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
them  that  coincided  in  pointing 
out  any  particular  grievance,  or  in 
urging  any  particular  inftruCtion,  it 
was  expected  the  dates  would  pay 
particular  attention  to  them,  and  re¬ 
gulate  their  conduct  accordingly. 
So  general  was  the  fpirit  now 
abroad,  that  the  cahiers  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  as  well  as  of  the  clergy,  went 
as  fully  to  a  reform  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  as  thofe  of  the  commons;  the 
only  dittinCtions  of  any  cc-nfequence 
being,  that  although  the  delegates 
of  the  nobility  were  inftructed  to 
give  up  freely  the  pecuniary  exemp¬ 
tions  of  that  order,  they  were  HriCt- 
Iv  withheld  from  any  furrenaer  of 
their  feudel  rights,  which  was  in¬ 
filled  on  by  the  commons ;  but  the 
fecond  diilinCtion  was  the  great 
fource  of  difcontent  and  difcord, 
involving  a  principle  in  which  it 
feemed  impoffible  that  the  two  other 
orders  could  accord  with  the  third 
eftate ;  for  the  deputies  of  the 
commons  were  inftruCted,  peremp¬ 
torily  to  inllft  upon  the  confolida- 
tion  of  the  three  orders  in  one  af- 
fembly.  This  enraged  the  nobi¬ 
lity  fo  much,  that  their  delegates 
were  generally,  if  not  univerlally, 
inftruCted  to  refill  the  attempt  to 
the  utmoft,  and  to  proceed  to  any 
extremity,  even  to  that  of  feceftion, 
fooner  than  fubmit  to  it.  The  de¬ 
legates  aCted  up  to  the  fpirit  of  their 
inftruCtions,  and  befides  refolutions 
and  declarations,  in  order  to  guard 
again!!  the  verfatility  as  individuals, 
they  were  generally  bound  by  a 
foTisn  oath  never  to  fit  or  to  vote  in 
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one  common  or  general  afiemb’y, 
but  to  adhere  firmly  to  their  ancient? 
forms  and  mode  of  aCling. 

Thus  early  did  the  unfortunate 
effeCts  of  that  fatal  error,  negli¬ 
gence,  or  whatever  other  name  it 
maybe  called,  which  left  that  moll 
efiential  queftion  of  confolidatioh 
open  and  undecided,  begin  reap- 
pear,  and  with  a  in  oft  alarming 
ajpedl,  in  the  firft  inllance,  opened 
the  way  to  all  the  confufion  that 
followed,  to  the  utter  degradation 
and  ruin  of  the  two  firft  orders  of 
the  ftate,  and  to  the  final  overthrow 
of  the  longelt  eftablifihed  govern- 
ment  in  Chriftendom,  and  probably 
in  the  world,  China  itfejf  not  ex¬ 
cepted. 

The  following  fliort  account  of 
the  views  of  the  different  parties 
then  in  France  is  thus  given  by  a 
perfon  well  acquainted  with  them, 
and  who  was  himfelf  an  ablor  of 
consideration  in  the  feenes  then  ex¬ 
hibited  :  ♦  "That,  “  the  commons 

v/iflied  to  conquer  •  the  nobles 
“  w i Hied  to  prefer ve  what  they  al- 
“  ready  poffefTed  j  the  clergy  wa.it- 
“  ed  to  fee  which  fide  would  be 
“  victorious,  in  order  to  join  the 
4<  conquerors but,  <c  if  any  one 
“  fincerely  w i Hied  for  peace,  it  was 

the  king.” 

The  Hates  had  been  fnmmoned  for 
the  27th  of  April,  and  moll  of  the 
deputies  were  on  that  day  affiembled 
at  Verfai  1  les ;  but  the  numerous  de¬ 
putation  from  Paris,  as  well  as  the 
multitude  of  the  electors,  occafion« 
ed  fo  much  delay  in  the  elections  of 
that  city,  that  the  king  thought  it 
necefiaryto  defer  the  opening  of  the 
affernbly  unto  the  4th  of  May.  The 
factions  who  were  thus  brought 
from  all  parrs  of  the  kingdom  to 
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elafh  together  and  Shew  their  ani- 
mofity  at  Versailles,  were  Soon  diS- 
tinguifhed,  and  were  arranged  un¬ 
der  their  refpeCtive  leaders  before 
the  forma]  opening  of  the  affembly. 
They  were  clafled  under  three 
great  divisions,  and  thefe  Subdivided 
into  Smaller  parties. 

The  firft  was  the  ariftocratic  party 
who  were  determined  to  Support,  in 
all  events,  and  at  all  hazards,  the 
ancient  form  and  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  by  a  Separation  of  the  ftates 
into  three  chambers,  and  by  each 
chamber  retaining  its  refpe£tive 
cieto,  ©r  negative  on  the  others,, 
This  party  was  confiderable,  whe¬ 
ther  confidered  with refpeCt  to  num¬ 
ber,  or  to  the  talents  and  ability  of 
its  leaders,  in  both  orders  of  the 
nobles  and  of  the  clergy. 

The  fecond  divifion  was  that  of 
the  middle  or  moderate  party  ;  who, 
though  averfe  to  continue  the  dif- 
tinCtion  of  three  Separate  orders,  as 
too  complicated  and  difficult  a  SyS- 
tem  for  pradice,  yet  wi {lied  for  a 
conftitution  Sounded  upon  the  Bri- 
tifb  principle  of  reciprocal  controul, 
inch  as  we  have  already  taken  no¬ 
tice  of.  Though  this  party  was 
not  near  So  numerous  as  the  former, 
yet  it  included  names,  both  with 
refpea  to  talents  and  integrity, 
which  ranked  high  among  the  moft 
eminent  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  even 
among  the  commons,  was  iupported 
by  Such  men  as  Mounier,  Bergaffe, 
and  Malouet. 

The  laft,  but  the  great  and  tri¬ 
umphant  divifion,  was  that  over-* 
whelming  democratic  party  which 
was  deftined  to  Swallow  up  allothers, 
and  to  level  all  diftinCtions,  Lorn 
the  Sceptre  to  the  bare  crofs  of  St. 
Lous,  in  the  duft.  This  party  em¬ 
braced  the  moft  violent  and  turbu¬ 
lent  Spirits  of  the  nation  in  the  third 


eftate,  among  whom  the  celebrated 
JVlirabeau,  finding  himfelf  rejCted 
with  contempt  by  his  own  order, 
obtained  a  feat,  and  Soon  became 
the  moft  confpicuous  of  their  leaders, 
which  he  continued  to  be,  until  he 
was  unexpectedly  arrefted  by  death, 
in  the  midft  of  his  turbulent  and 
ambitious  career.  Nor  were  demo¬ 
cratic  principles  confined  entirely  to 
the  third  eftate  3  they  were  adopt¬ 
ed  with  no  lefs  violence  by  the  bi~ 
Shop  of  Autnn,  and  the  curate  Gre~ 
goire,  who  headed  a  party  among 
the  clergy.  The  duke  of  Orleans, 
having  been  chofen  a  member  of 
the  ftates  for  his  own  bailhage  of 
Creffy,  in  valois,  took  care  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  Sandion  for  his  future  con- 
dud,  by  employing  the  abbe 
Sieyes,  who  was  particularly  at¬ 
tached  to  him,  and  whofe  name 
flood  high  among  the  modern  Spe-f 
tulative  philofophersand  politicians, 
to  dtaw  up  his  c alter  or  inftoiCtions, 
in  the  name  of  that  bailywickej 
which  the  abbe  accomplished  in  a 
manner  that  could  not  but  afford 
content  to  the  moft  eager  wi  flies  of 
democracy. 

But  in  this  interval,  between  the 
firft  aSSemblage  of  the  ftates  at  Ver¬ 
sailles,  and  the  day  appointed  for 
theirformal  opening,  when  it  might 
have  been  imagined  that  all  mur¬ 
mur  and  all  turbulence  would  have 
been  abforbed  in  the  expectation 
and  joy  excited  by  So  new  and  un¬ 
hoped-for  an  event,  the  profligate 
populace  of  the  metropolis  deter¬ 
mined  to  exhibit  to  the  collected  re¬ 
presentatives  of  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  an  early  and  notable  Spe¬ 
cimen  of  the  ferocioufnefs  of  their 
manners,  and  of  their  incurable  dif- 
pofition  to  diforder  and  tumult. 

The  primary  elections  had  for 
feme  days  been  carried  on  in  the 

different 
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different  diftribts  -of  Paris  ;  but  as 
this  is  a  term  and  fubjeCt  little  un- 
derftood  in  this  country,  fome  fhort 
explanation  may  here  be  neceffary. 
The  inhabitants  of  every  diftribt  in 
France,  preparatory  to  the  election 
of  delegates,  hold  what  is  called  a 
primary  afTembly, where  they  choofe 
a  prefcribed  number  of  electors,  who 
are  to  abt  for  the  wholein  thechoice 
of  a  reprefentative  to  the  ftates. 
The  primary  affemblies  have  no¬ 
thing  farther  to  do  with  the  final 
election  of  delegates,  nor  have  they 
any  knowledge  who  they  are  to  be, 
but  they  leave  their  cahiers  or 
inftrubtions  with  the  debtors,  which 
are  by  them  communicated  to  the 
reprefentative.  By  thiscourfe  it  is 
e&fily  feen,  that  there  is  no  immedi¬ 
ate  or  near  connection  between  the 
delegate  and  thofe  whom  he  repre- 
fents,  he  being  a  deputy  chofen  by 
other  deputies,  and  owing  nothing 
directly  to  the  good  will  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large. 

Thefe  primary  affemblies,  '  in 
which  cuftom,  and  the  practice  of 
defcanting  upon  and  {fating  griev¬ 
ances  in  their  cahiers,  neceffarily 
produced  much  licence  of  fpeech, 
and  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the 
meaneft  individuals, of  publiclyvent- 
ing  their  difeontents,  could  not  but 
be  liable  to  produce  fome  diforders, 
even  in  well  regulated  focieties ; 
but  in  the  prefent  ffate  of  Paris, 
their  effebt  was  highly  and  juffly 
dreaded  by  the  fober,  moil  refpec- 
table,  and  moff  opulent  parr  of  the 
citizens.  Whether  it  was  to  cbviate 
thefe  apprehenfions,  or  that  the 
court  thought  itotherwife  neceffary, 
the  French  guards.*  who  had  for 
fome  time  been  ffationed  in  that 
capital,  now  received  orders  to  dou¬ 
ble  their  guards,  and  to  be  conffant- 
]y  ready  at  call  to  preferve  order. 
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Things,  however,  went  on  quiet¬ 
ly  for  fome  days  ;  but  it  happened 
that  M.  Reveillon,  a  citizen  of  the 
firlf  order  in  point  of  refpebfability 
and  opulence,  and  who  condubfed  a 
capital  paper-manufabtory,  in  which 
he  gave  conlfant  employment  to  a 
great  number  of  workmen, had  pre¬ 
sided,  along  with  a  M.Henriot,  and 
fome  other  of  the  molf  eminent  ci¬ 
tizens  m  that  quarter,  at  the  prima¬ 
ry  afTe  nbly  held  for  the  diftribf  of 
St  Antoine.  It  is  farther  faid,  that 
being  aftonifihed  at  the  length  and 
violence  of  the  political  harangues 
held  forth  byfome  of  his  own  work¬ 
men,  and  at  the  llrange  dobtrines 
which  they  advanced,  Reveillon 
could  not  fo  far  govern  his  temper, 
as  not  to  fhew  fome  marks  of  dis¬ 
approbation  at  theft  condubf. 

This  enraged  them  fo  much,  that 
to  draw  the  mob  entirely  to  their 
fide,  and  to  render  his  deftrubtion 
certain,  his  own  workmen,  whom 
he  had  fo  long  employed  and  main¬ 
tained,  yaifed  the  maliciousand  falfe 
report  againft  him,,  that  he  was  at 
the  head  of  a  combination  of  ma¬ 
nufactures  and  matters,  who  had 
agreed  to  reduce  the  wages  of  ail 
the  journeymen  and  working  peo¬ 
ple  in  Paris ;  and  that  he  had  him- 
feif  publickly  declared,  that  their 
wages  was  not  only  far  beyond  their 
deferts,  but  much  more  than  was 
neceffary  for  the  maintainance  of 
them  and  their  families. 

Such  a  report,  without  regard  to 
its  faifehood,  might  have  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  fome  mifehief  in  any 
manufacturing  and  populous  place, 
but  ’in  the  tumultous  Fauxbourg, 
orfuburb  of  St.  Antoine,  ever  prone 
to  ungoverned  riot  and  diforder,and 
where  the  population  was  immenfe, 
it  was  like  the  application  of  wild¬ 
fire  to  gun-pov/der.  The  rabble, 
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however,  not  having  yet  arrived  at 
the  height  of  their  fury,  arnufed 
themfeives  the  fir  ft  day  by  burning 
M.  Reveillon,  and  fome  others,  in 
effigy  ;  and  a  detachment  of  guards, 
who  were  fent  to  fupprefs  the  tu¬ 
mult,  being  too  weak  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  their  fail ure ferved  toincreafe 
the  audacity  of  the  mob. 

The  intoxication  and  mutual  com¬ 
munication  produced  in  the  night 
■were  fufficient  to  prepare  them  for 
any  pitch  of  enormity  on  the  Suc¬ 
ceeding  day.  They  accordingly 
proceeded  to  demolish  the  houfes  of 
.  g  M.  Revillion,  and  M. 

"  ’  Henriot,  which  they  ef- 
feelualy  accompli-fhed  with  great 
drfpatch.  A  ftrong  bodyof  theguards 
having  arrived  before  they  could 
proceed  any  farther  in  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  their  defigns,  were 
immediately  faluted  with  a  violent 
Shower  of  ftones  and  tiles,  which 
they  bore  for  fome  time  with  great 
temper  ;  but  perceiving  that  their 
forbearance  only  ferved  to  render 
the  mob  more  daring  and  violent  in 
their  attack,  the  guards  at  length 
threw  in  a  clofe  and  heavy  fire, 
which  made  a  miferable  (laughter 
among  the  rabble.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  were  killed  ;  the  hofpitals 
crowded  with  the  wounded  ;  and 
terror  immediately  fucceeding  to 
infolence,  the  reft  difperfed  as  fall 
as  they  could. 

It  was  ftrongly  afferted  at  the 
time,  that  this  riot  was  not  acciden¬ 
tal,  and  did  not  a  rife  from  the  a  fi¬ 
fty;  ned  caufes,  nor  from  any  bidden 
impulfe  of  the  populace,  but  had 
been  inftigated  by  fome  of  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  contending  faftions,  as  an 
experiment  to  try  the  temper  both 
of  the  mob  and  of  the  foldiers,  and 
therefrom  to  draw  conclufionswhich 
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might  hereafter  be  applicable  to 
certain  cafes.  Thus  far  is  certain, 
that  the  court  and  the  popular  party 
charged  each  the  otherwithbeingthe 
authors  of  it-  that  each  pointed  out 
a  great  leader  on  the  oppofite  fide 
as  being  the  immediate  inftigator  5 
and  that  both  parties  afferted,  with 
the  utmoftpo(itivenefs,that  wretches 
who  were  dying  of  their  wounds  m 
the  hofpitals,  confeffed  they  had 
been  hired,  but  either  would  not 
or  could  not  declare  by  whom.-- If 
either  charge  be  founded,  what 
means  can  hereafter  be  deemed  too 
execrable  for  the  purpofes  of  fac¬ 
tion  ? 

Though  peace  was  thus  apparent¬ 
ly  reftored  to  the  capital,  yet  the 
fermentation  among  the  mob  was  fo 
great,  that  it  was  eafily  feen  to  be  of 
a  very  doubtful  and  precarious  na¬ 
ture,  a  ftronger  proof  of  which  needs, 
not  to  be  given,  than  that  the  whole 
body  of  French  guards  in  Paris 
were  obliged  to  be  drawn  out,  with 
loaded  arms,  bavonets  fixed,  and 
artillery  planted  in  different  places, 
in  order  to  infure  the  execution  of 
two  ruffians  who  had  been  taken  in 
the  very  aft  of  plunder.  It  was  in 
this  infurreftion  that  women  were 
firft  feen  to  forget  all  the  timidity 
natural  to  their  (ex,  with  all  the  re¬ 
ft  mints  fixed  by  habit  and  opinion, 
and  to  mix  with  more  than  mafcu- 
line  fury  in  fcenes  of  blood  and  de- 
ftruftion.  It  was  here  to  that  men 
were  taught  to  difguife  themfeives 
in  the  drefs  of  women,  thereby  to 
evade  the  piinillmient  due  to  their 
crimes. 

Such  were  the  fad  aufpices  under 
which  the  firft  affemblage  of  the 
dates  general  of  France,  after  a 
longlapfeof  175  years,  was  deftined 
to  commence  its  proceedings. 


CHAP, 
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X. 


Solemn  and  augufi  opening  of  thi  affembly  of  the  fates  general  at  Vet  failles'. 
Short  fpeech  by  the  king.  Keeper  of  the  feeds  fpeech.  Lo”g  harangue  by 
M.  Neckar  dif appoints  ell  parties.  Inexplicable  condud  of  tie  mirijlers , 
in  leaving  the  r^efi'ton  of  conjolidution ,  and  thoje  relative  to  the  manner  of 
delil  e aling  and  voting ,  fill  undecid’d.  All  the  l  gal  athority  in  the  king¬ 
dom  then  pofl  fed  by  the  king.  Fatal  confequence  of  that  otnijjton  of  the  mi- 
rife  rs.  Scheme  thence  formed  by  the  third  c fate  to  tender  the  0then  orde  s 
entirely  dependent  upon  them.  Explan  ation  rf  the  phrafe  Verification  of 
Powers.  Commons  invite  the  clergy  and  noblis  to  come  to  their  he  ll  in  order 
to  proceed  in  common  with  t/emy  in  tl e  verification  of  their  ref jeflive  writs 
cf  return.  Invite  tion  ref  fed,  as  being  contrary  'to  efiabli/hed  form,  and 
fuller  five  of  the  rights  of  the  other  ord  rs.  Commons  pafs  a  .  reflation  ’  that 
no  writs  could  be  valid  that  were  not  verified  hi  their  chamber  and  prefence  ; 
and  that,  wit  Nut  going  threugh  that  f  rm,  the  other  tv 0  chambers  would 
be  illegal  afjemblies ,  Nobles  i  limed  for  their  obftinacy  in  i  effing  to  comply 
with  the  demand  of  the  commons.  Clergy  wavering .  Privilege  l  orders 
weakened  ly  their  internal  diffentions.  Meetings  of  the  commons  tumult  iocs 
and  diforderly.  Admijfion  of  the  populace  caufes  fhameful  difirders  and 
produces  in  ,  time  great  evils.  Nodes  pi  ooeedh  with  their  feparate  verifea- 
c  f:s->  an^  declare  thenfehes  du’y  c.nfiti  ted.  Phis  proceeding  treated  with 
the  uimoft  c  mtempt  by  the  commons,  Commiffnn-rs  appointed  to  fettle  the  d  f. 
feiences  be.  ween  the  nobles  end  con.  mo  st  and  the  clergy  ad  as  media  ors  * 
but  the  difputants  cau  agree  in  nothing.  Nlinifiers ,  a! am  e  l.  now  perfuade 
the  ling  to  inurfe  e  when  it  is  too  late.  N files p-fs  an  arret ,  declaring 

t  e  deliberation  by  orders  tode  effential  to  the  monarchical  con fitution  ;  and 
l.ut  they  would  ever  fefievere  in  this  principal,  as  heir g  equally  neceffary 
I9C2  to  monarchy  and  freedom.  Conference *  betveen  the  orders  reneve  l  in 
comp  name  with  the  king's  rerjuef.  M.  Neckar  b,  ings  forvanl  his  concN 
Latory  plan ,  f upper  ted  by  a  mefiage  from  the  king  to  all  the  orders  •  acceded 
Zn.  fn!~f  Cfld  f  fhe  c.ergy.  Whi  e  the  o’lier  orders  feem  to  deliberate  on  it 
they  clog  it  with  conditions  which  they  know  will  be  inadmiffible  Ccm  - 
mons  alarm  the  nobles,  by  declaring  that ,%  will  covfii  ute  tkmf elves  into 
an  a  dive  affembly.  and  proceed  to  bufinefs.  Nobles  continue  obfiinate,  not- - 
wtlfiaru  mg  tie  endeavours  of  the  temperate  fiw  among  them.  Commons 
tn  Hired  ly  end  eavour  to  render  them  more  inflexible.  Nc  (les  and  commons  fe- 
vein  y  (u  l  refs  t  te  king.  Party  of  the  commons  continually  gaining  ground 
am”/  ,he  dVy-  7. hree  curates  of  PoVou  bring  their  Aits  of  hid  for 
■t ’er, heat, on  to  the  commons  and  are  received  -with  acclamation s  of  the 
ugtnj  joy  and  triumph  \ Third  efiate  ajfume  the  title  of  National  affembly 

Seyuthy  their  nevj  title  by  a  ftrong  and  popular  aa  of  foreign  f  S/eC 

ZoT’V  thedeb<“i\  'mt  ambers,  and publifh  /if  of 

th,'  ry  ’  ngf'fwg  t  fe  as  enemies  to  their  country  viko  vote  contrary  to 

'  KmS  md  greatly,  alarmed,  determine  upon  holding  a 
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royal  fejjion.  Preparations  for  carrying  that  meafure  into  execution  con « 
duffed  with  fuch  imprudence  and  ra/hnej's ,  as  to  ex  ite  the  greateji  public 
alarm.  National  ajjembly  /hut  out  from  their  hall  by  guards  and  workmen, 
without  any  previous  notice  or  knowledge  of  the  intention .  Commons y  ap- 
frehenftve  of  immediate  dijpdut  ion>  hurry  through  a  -violent  form  of  rain  to 
cm  old  tennis-court ,  where  they  bind  thetnf elves  y  a  foiemn  oath ,  never  to 
fart  until  the  confutation  was  completed.  Extreme  odium.,  as  well  as  other 
evil  confequencesy  which  the  bad  conduct  of  the  minifters  in  this  tranfaffion 
drew  upon  the  king.  Majority  of  the  clergy  join  the  commons.  Great  joy 
and  triumph  upon  this  cccafion.  Commons ,  upon  this  junction y  are  confident 

in  their  firength .  Royal  fejjion.  Plan  of  a  new  confiitution  or  fyftem  of  go¬ 
vernment  laid  down  by  the  king.  Various  caufes  vhich  operate  to  its  re * 
jiffion.  Commons  refufe  to  adjourn  or  interrupt  their  fejjion.  Ijfue  a  decree 
dt  (faring  the  perfons  0}  their  members  inviolable.  Outrages  at  Ver failles 
and  in  Paris.  Pqifardes ,  and  and  her  order  of  women y  become  highly  no¬ 

torious*  Extraordinary feenes  in  the  gardens  of  the  palais  royal.  Pari  fans 
Jo  prone  to  revolt ,  that  M.  Neckar  is  obliged  to  fend  a  letter  to  allay  the  fer¬ 
ment.  Comtr.ois  treat  the  king's  fyjlem  with  filent  can  tempt.  Archhi/Jiop  of 
Paris  terrifed  by  the  dangers  to  which  he  had  been  expofed  by  the  rabble 
comes y  with  the  minority  of  thechrgyy  to  the  hall  of  the  commons ,  where  they 
withdrew  their  prate  ft .  Count  de  Clermont  Bonner  e.  and  M.  de  Lally (  ,  uJe 
the  nr) ft  frenuous  endeavours  to  bring  the  ml  Vs  to  an  union  with  the  com¬ 
mons ,  but  the  majority  continue  inflexible.  Minor  party  of  that  order  defeat 
the  fane  evening,  a  id  join  the  third  ejlate .  Maj  rityy  at  length ,  after  a 
-weft age  from  the  kingy  e  nd  violent  debates ,  unite  with  the  commons.  Great 
fio'es  f  rmed  of  the  hippy  confequencfs  which  would  enfue  from  this  uniin  of 
the  fates.  New  and  alarming  councils  and  meafmes  adopted,  by  the  court „ 
Troofis  drawn  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  towards  the  capital 0 
Caiif ei  cr  motives  of  this  extraordinary  change  of  meafure s  not  yet  clearly  de¬ 
veloped.  Contending  parties  charge  each  other  wiih  evil  dejignsy  vohich  ate 
mutually  dented.  National  ajjembly  h  d  nit .  juice  tie  late  union  of  the  fates  f 
afforded  any  viftbJe  cavf  for  jealoufy  or  violence .  Succefsful  means  ufed  in 
Paris  to  feditc:  the  French  guards  fon  their  duty.  Par ifians  force  the  pri - 
f  n,  and  refeue  the  tn  ttinois  foldiers  of  that  b  dy  who  were  con  fuel for  dif- 
ebedience  of  orders  and  other  ads  if  contumacy.  National  ajjembly  prefent 
a  ff  if i ted  remonf  ranee  to  tie  king  on  the  mar  app.  ouch  of  th’  troops »  King 
anfwerSy  that  the  diforders  in  Paris  afford  th:  only  motives  for  this  meafure , 
end propofes  to  transfer  their  fitting  to  Nojo  ior  SoiJJonsy  in  which  cafe  he 
would  r  aw  ve  th:  court  an  / follow  them.  Democratic  leaders  rejeff  th:  pro- 
go  fah  Horrid  defigns  at  rib  te  l  to  the  court  by  the  oppoftte  party  in  this 
chc.nge  0  c  fyfem.  Opinions  of  more  moderate  men  on  the  fubjeff t  jo  for  as 
they  can  be  colleffed.  M.  Neka  *\  orde  red  to  refign  h  s  place ,  and  to  quit  the 
kingdom.  Other  mimfers  ref gn.  M.  de  Bret  cud  placed  at  the  head  of  the 

new  min' fry  y  and  Mar/kd  hrgjio  appointed  to  command  the  army.  Dif- 
erders  in  Far  s  commence  on  Sunday  morning y  on  the  arrival  of  this  intel¬ 
ligence.  Prince  de  Lain! efct  in  an  ill-judged  attempt ,  with  his  regiment  of 
ft  dryy  to  difpcrje  the  riotous  populace  in  the  gardens  of  the  B huilleriesy 
/hame fully  repulfed,  /  V  government  being  at  an  cn  lilt  Paris ,  a  day  of  fgy 

and 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  *[219 

and  rage  is  fucceeded  by  a  nght  of  the  vnf  dealful  panic.  On  Monday 
morning  a^ove  100,000  peep  e  affembled,  and  fern  animated  by  one  common 
/out.  Temporary  bodies  of  debtors  appointed  to  the  governmer  t  of  their  re- 
J'peslive  diffribls.  Army  of  ^0,000  me  1  fuddedy  formed.  "Joined  by  the 
Fren  h  guards.  New  tockad:.  Appearances  not  only  of  defence  but  of  ac¬ 
tive  tear.  Plunderers ,  detebled  in  the  fab!  by  the  populace ,  injlantly  handed 
by  the  lantern  ropes.  Thus  commenced  the  dreadful  precedent  of  the  popu¬ 
lace  besoming  in  the  fame  infant  both  the  judges  and  the  executioners  of  the 
law.  m0n  Tuef day  morning  the  new  army  complete  their  preparations  by 
Jeiz'ng  the  arms  in  the  public  depofitories.  Attark  the  Bn  fie .  Contra* 
didory  accounts  of  federal  circunfances  relative  t>  the  attacking  and  tak¬ 
ing  of  that  fortrfs  M.  de  Laipnay,  the  governor,  dragged  to  the  place  de 
Greve ,  andmfe  ably  murdered  M.  de  Lofme ,  his  ma]0 g  a  man  of  great 
humanity ,  and  who  h  id  treated  the  pr  if  oners  wish  umtjual  tend.rnefs .  meets 
the  fame  fate.  This  day  introduced  the  favnge  cufom  of  mutilating  the 
bodies  of  the  vibli  vs,  and  of  exhili  ing  their  bleeding  heads  in  the  free  ts  on 
pikes.  The  lives  of  a  han  Iful  of  invalids ,  who  garrifoned  the  Bafile,faved 
by  the  French  guards.  The  Mayor  of  Paris,  being  detebled  in  a  correfponder.ee 
with  the  court ,  is  turned  out  of  offee,  and  ordered  to  prifon  for  trial,  by  the 
commiltse  of  eleblors  ;  but  is  faced  from  the  guard  by  the  rabble,  who  mur¬ 
der  him  on  the  fpot,  and  exhili ‘  his  head  in  the  ftrests  like  the  others.  Otf’y 
/even  prif oners  found  in  the  B  affile.  On  the  Si  n  lay  and  Mm  day  the  ling’s 
minifers  and  generals  fee  wed  afeep,  or  in  a  trance  ;  but  on  Tuefday,  the 
former  found  themfelves  fuddenly  overwhelmed  by  a  deluge  of  misfortunes 
from  every  quarter  ;  and  cool  l  f  nlno  other  re  four  ce  than  that  of  concealing 
from  the  fovereign  the  di  fined  and  dangerous  ft  nation  in  which  he  upas  in¬ 
volved.  National  tifembly,  voith  the  terrors  of  diffolution  and  imprifon- 
menl  before  their  eyes ,  refolved ,  with  the  frmnefs  of  a  Roman  fen  ate,  nit  to 
relinquijh  a  fngle  point.  Pafs  a  celebrat  d  refolution.  Solicit  the  king  to 
voithdraw  his  troops.  King’s  an/ w>r.  Affemkly  rejolve  onTuefdqy  not  to 
fe par  ate,  but  to  ft  up  all  night  in  their  hall.  Syfem  of  concealment  fill 
purjued.  Duke  de  Liancourt  forces  /.is  way  to  the  kings  bed  fide  at  mid¬ 
night,  and  a  quaints  him  with  the  true  fate  of  his  affairs.  King  refigns 
himfelj  n  ’xt  morning  into  the  hands  of  the  afembly.  His  fpeech  received 
with  to  id  acclamations,  and  the  whole  afembly  accompany  him  back  to  the 
palace.  Paris  r  0  \v  to  be  confidei  e  l  as  a  great  repub  ic.  M.  la  Fayette 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army.  M.  Bailly  chofn  mayor .  Na¬ 
tional  affumhly  fend  a  deputation  of  84  menders  to  Paris.  King  perfuaded 
to  the  humil  ating  and  dan  erous  meafure  of  vifting  the  capital .  Met  at 
Seveby  25,000  national  guards ,  who  ejeort  him  to  the  town  houfe.  Returns 
Jafe  to  V crfcillts.  Inhuman  and  barbarous  longs  popular  in  Paris.  Cruel 

murders  of  Foulon  and  Berthler.  Speedy  difperf  on  of  the  lute  m  n'ffers , 

courtiers ,  generals,  and  favourites ,  who ,  with  the  Count  cf  Artois,  his  two 
and  the  Princes  of  Con  ie  and  Conti ,  efcape  to  foreign  co  inter ies.  At¬ 
tempts  ma  le  by  the  moderate  party  in  the  afembly  for  adopting  effeblual 
means  to  refrain  that  funguinary  fpirit  which  was  now  becoming  Jo  dread¬ 
fully  general.  Excejfve  joy  at  Mr.  Neck  ads  return.  Triumphal  e’  try  into 

Paris9 
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Paris  His  hopes  unexpectedly  blajied  by  the  refufal  of  tie  Parifuins  ft 
order  the  releafe  of  M.  BiZenval,  or  to  grant  a  general  amnefty.  Dread¬ 
ful  Jlate  of  diforder  and  cruelty  ‘which  prevails  through  the  country  in 
general. 


May  4th, 

17S9* 


0 THING  could 
be  more  folemn  or 
augult  than  the  opening 
of  the  Hates  general  of  France  at 
Verfailles :  it  feemed  indeed,  a  glo¬ 
rious  fight,  to  behold  all  the  wif- 
dom  and  ability  of  a -numerous  and 
mighty  nation,  concentrated  under 
one  roof,  and  under  the  eve  of  a 
common  father,  preparing  to  modify 
the  government  of  the  whole  ;  and 
by  affixing  fuch  barriers  to  the  ex- 
ceffies  of  power,  fuch  checks  upon 
Jicentioufnefs,  and  eftablifhing  fuch 
fecurities  to  rights  as  could  not  be 
overthrown  or  fhaken,  are  thereby 
expected  to  do  every  thing  that  hu¬ 
man  forefight  was  capable  of,  to¬ 
wards  tranfmitting  to  pofterity  a 
fair  profpeft  of  tranquility  and 
liappinefs  through  a  long  courfe  of 
fucceeding  ages.  It  was,  however, 
an  unpleafirig  circumftance,  that 
many  of  the  mod  moderate  men  in 
all  the  orders,  and  among  thofe  the 
bed  informed  in  every  thing  that 
related  to  the  prefent  Hate  of  af¬ 
fairs,  could  enjoy  no  part  of  this 
flattering  profpcdt  ;  but  that  on  the 
contrary,  already  terrified  by  the 
fcenes  of  intrigue  and  fa&ion,  which 
were  either  opening  before  their 
eyes,  or  which  they  knew  to  be  in 
embryo,  and  (fill  more  by  the  au¬ 
dacity  and  violence  of  character 
which  marked  feveral  of  the  fac¬ 
tious  leaders,  they  could  augur  no¬ 
thing  but  evil  and  mifchief  as  the 
refult  of  fuch  combinations,  and 
trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  thofe 
crimes  and  miferies,  which  they 
imagined  mult  of  neceffity  precede 


the  eftablifhment  of  peace  and  of 
rational  liberty. 

The  king  delivered  a  fhort  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  which,  after  de¬ 
claring  the  fatisfa£tion  he  felt  at 
being  furrounefed  by  the  reprefen- 
fcatives  of  his  people,  and  of  hearing 
that  the  two  firlt  orders  were  dif- 
pofed  to  renounce  their  pecuniary 
pr  ivileges,  he  expreffied  his  uneafi- 
nefs  at  the  general  reftlefsnefs  which 
prevailed,  and  the  exceffive  defire  of 
innovation  which  had  feized  the 
minds  of  his  people.  He  after** 
wardsdeclared  his  refolution  to  fup» 
port  the  principles  of  monarchy  ; 
while  the  following  kind  exprel- 
fions,  with  which  he  concluded,  in¬ 
dicated  of  what  nature  he  intended 
that  government  to  be,  viz.— “  but 
all  that  can  be  expedled  from  the 
4<  molt  tender  attachment  to  public 
<c  happinefs,  all  that  can  be  alked 
from  a  fovereign,  the  friend  of 
“  his  people,  you  may  and  ought  to 
expect  from  my  fentiments.*— 
May  a  happy  union  reign  in  this 
“  affembly,  and  this  epoch  become 
“  for  ever  memorable  from  thehap- 
“  pinefs  and  profperity  of  my  fub- 
je£ts  V* 

Mr.  Barentin,  the  keeper  of  the 
feals,fucceeded  the  king  in  a  fpeech 
of  no  extraordinarylength,nor  over¬ 
loaded  with  matter.  He  enlarged 
upon  theideaof  alimittedmiddleftate 
of  government, equallyremovedfrom 
abfolute  monarchy  on  the  one  hand, 
and  fecured  againft  the  inroads  of 
anarchy  and  republicanifm  on  the 
other.  In  other  refpedls  he  feemed 
confined  or  guarded  ;  and  particu- 
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larJy  with  regard  to  the  formida¬ 
ble  queftion  of  three  chambers  or 
one,  he  touched  it  fo  lightly,  as  to 
leave  it  in  the  fame  hate  of  ambi¬ 
guity  which  the  financial  minifter 

O  ^  ,  # 

had  hitherto  done  ;  not  venturing 
to  hazard  an  opinion,  or  to  enter 
into  any  difcuflion  whatever  upon 
the  fubjeft.  He  did  not,  however, 
negledft  difplaying  the  attention 
which  the  king  paid  to  the  public 
voice  in  granting  a  double  repre- 
fentation  in  favour  of  the  mo  ft  nu¬ 
merous  of  the  three  orders,  and  that 
©n  which  the  burthen  of  taxation 
principally  lay  ;  but  he  obferved, 
that  in  complying  with  this  defire, 
his  majefty  had  not  changed  the 
ancient  form  of  deliberation  ;  and, 
that  though  the  deliberation  by 
heads,  in  giving  one  general  re- 
fult,  appeared  to  have  .the  advan¬ 
tage  of  better  difplaying  the 
general  wifh,  or  opinion,  yet  the 
king  had  not  willed  that  this  form 
ihould  take  place  without  the  free 
confent  of  the  ftates  genera],  con¬ 
firmed  by  his  own  approbation. 

The  expeditions  of  all  parties 
were  now  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch, 
to  hear  the  long  oration  which  was 
read  by  M,  Neckar  ;  all  expedted 
a  wonderful  fund  of  information, 
public  affairs  to  be  placed  in  a  new 
light,  and  a  feries  of  practical  con¬ 
clusions  to  be  drawn  fo  clearly  from 
eftablifhed  premifes,  as  fcarcely  to 
leave  room  for  doubt  or  contro- 
verfy.  It  happened,  however,  un¬ 
fortunately,  that  all  parties  were 
equally  diiappointed  in  their  ex¬ 
peditions.  Loofe  and  declamatory 
in  its  texture,  interlarded  with  mo¬ 
ral  maxims  and  fentimenral  appftro- 
phies,  the  fpeech  kept  wide  of  all 
the  great  points  of  political  difcuf- 
fion  or  decifion  which  fcemed  to  be 
its  only  proper  objedls  j  and,  in  fadl, 


was  univerfally  confidered  as  much 
better  calculated  for  an  academical 
harangue,  than  for  exprefting  the 
fentiments  of  a  great  monarch  to 
the  reprefentatives  of  a  powerful 
a  haughty,  and  convulfed  nation, 
and  that  at  a  cnfis  which  already 
exhibited  the  moft  novel  and  dan¬ 
gerous  appearances. 

In  touching  on  rather  than  treat¬ 
ing  of  the  great  and  efiential  queft 
tion  of  the  feparate  chambers,  that 
queftion  on  which  hung  the  fate  of 
the  nation,  the  minifter  departed 
not  from  his  former  ambiguity, 
and  left  his  hearers  totally  unable 
to  comprehend  what  his  real  opi¬ 
nion  was  on  the  fubjedl.  He 
however,  fhewed  fome  figns  of  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  fchifm  that  might 
arife,  if  the  commons  fhould  imme¬ 
diately  infift  on  the  fyftem  of  vot¬ 
ing  by  heads ;  and  threw  out  a 
wifh  or  recommendation,  that  the 
two  firft  orders  fhotild  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  renouncing  freely  of  their 
own  accord,  and  confequentjy  by  a 
feperate  deliberation,  all  their  ob¬ 
noxious  pecuniary  exemptions, 

It  wgs  impoftible  lor  the  third 
eftate,  until  the  bufinefs  of  this  day 
was  over,  to  form  Any  certain  con¬ 
dition  as  to  the  fuccefs  of  thofe  de- 
figns  which  they  had  fo  much  at 
heart,  of  obliging  the  other  orders 
to  coalefce  with  them  in  one  body, 
and  confequently  of  voting  bybead?, 
inftead  of  the  old  form,  ever  hi¬ 
therto  pra£tifed,  or  voting  by  or¬ 
ders,  For  the  king  poftefied  at 
this  ir.ftant,  as  he  had  done  fince  the 
reflation  of  the  parliaments,  all  the 
legal  authority  of  the  kingdom;  as, 
though  rJie  ftates  were  aflembled, 
they  were  not  yet  cortftituted,  and 
could  po fiefs  no  legal  powers  what¬ 
ever  until  the  verification  of  their 
writs  of  election,  a  bufinefs  which, 

in 
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in  any  event,  mull  have  taken  up 
feveral  days.  Thus  the  king  might, 
to  the  laft  moment,  have  inttitured 
fuch  regulations  with  refpeCt  to 
their  fitting,  deliberating,  and  vot¬ 
ing,  as  he  thought  proper,  provided 
only  that  they  were  conformable  to 
the  ancient  precedents  and  mode  of 
a£ting.  Nor  would  it  have  been 
much,  if  any  thing,  fliort  of  formal 
rebellion,  in  any  of  the  orders,  to 
refufe  a  compliance  with  regulations 
fo  eftabliflied.  This  renders  the 
conduct  of  his  minifters  fill  more  in¬ 
explicable.  That  they  should  thus 
perfevere  to  the  laft  moment  in  fo 
fatal  blindnefs  or  negligence,  as 
to  leave  queftions  on  which  every 
thing  depended  open  and  unde¬ 
cided,  is  fo  little  reconcileable  with 
the  common  conduit  of  common 
men  in  matters  of  bufinefs,  that  it 
feems  under  the  prefent  appear¬ 
ance  of  things  totally  incompre- 
henfible. 

But  this  feafon  and  opportunity 
being  irrecoverably  loft,  the  com¬ 
mons  now  faw  a  fair  opening  for 
drawing  all  authority  to  them- 
ielves,  and  by  a  proper  application 
of  the  weight  drawn  from  their 
double  reprefentation,  of  the  popu¬ 
larity  which  they  poffefied,  and  of 
the  advantage  offered  them  by  the 
negligence  of  the  minifters,  to  ren¬ 
der  the  other  two  orders  fo  entirely 
dependent  upon  them  as  to  become 
mere  nominal  cyphers  in  the  traie. 
Nor  did  they  want  able  leader  to 
fei?,e  and  improve  thefe  advantages 
to  the  utmoft.  Thefe  were  quick¬ 
ened  in  their  aCtion,  by  the  hint  or 
advice  thrown  out  by  the  financial 
minifter  in  his  fpeech,  to  induce  the 
privileged  orders  to  make  a  gratui¬ 
tous  furrender  of  their  pecuniary 
exemptions,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  contrary  to  the  views 


of  the  oppofite  party  as  they  ’read- 
ed  thefe  orders  might  thereby  re¬ 
cover  fume  fhare  of  their  former 
popularity  ;  and  the  hint  was  the 
more  alarming,  as  they  knew  that 
a  difpofition  to  adopt  the  meafure 
with  a  good  grace  was  already  pre¬ 
valent.  To  counteract  this  inten¬ 
tion,  and  all  others  of  a  fimiJar  ten* 
dency,  was  deemed  offufficient  mo¬ 
ment  to  require  the  joint  ability  of 
the  moft  fkilful  and  experienced 
leaders  of  the  demccratical  party  $ 
and  inftead  of  trifling  with  expe¬ 
dients,  and  lofing  time  in  waiting 
the,  refult  of  contingent  events,  it 
was  determined,  by  a  bold  ar.d  un¬ 
expected  (broke,  to  difable  at  once 
the  privileged  orders  from  aCtirg,  at 
leaft  for  the  prefent,  in  their  pecu¬ 
liar  and  refpeCtive  functions 

The  means  for  this  bold  and 
comprehenfive  meafure  were  fought 
for  in  the  fpeech  made  by  the 
keeper  of  the  feals,  and  from  an 
eftabliibed  form  of  words,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  have  been  always 
ufed  upon  fimilar  occafions,  but 
which  had  never  before  been  wreft- 
ed  to  their  prefent  application.  The 
paffage  was  thus;— “  Gentlemen,  it 
“  is  the  king’s  intention  that  you 
“  fhould  affembleto  morrow  to  pro- 
“  ceed  to  t ht  verification  of  your 
“powers,  and  finifti  it  as  foon  as 
“  poflible,  that  you  may  employ 
“  yourfelves  in  the  important  oh- 
“  jeCts  which  his  majefty  has  inti- 
“  mated  to  you,” 

As  the  phrafe,  <vzrificaii.n  of  {Oliv¬ 
ers,  in  the  fenfe  here  ufed,  is  un¬ 
known  in  this  country,  it  may  not 
be  unneceffary  to  obferve,  that  on 
the  election  of  delegates  to  the  ftates 
general  of  France,  the  writs  of  re¬ 
turn,  inftead  of  being  fent  to  the 
crown  office,  as  in  ftngland,  are 
immediately  depofited  by  the  re¬ 
turning 
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turning  officers  in  the  hands  of  the 
elected  members,  whatever  orders 
they  may  belong  to.  Thefe  writs 
are  called  ponvoirs ,  or  powers  ;  and 
before  any  bufinefs  could  be  legally 
tranfaCted  by  any  of  the  orders, 
each  member  was  obliged,  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  ceremonious  form,  to  prefent 
his  writ  of  election  upon  the  table 
of  the  chamber  to  which  he  be¬ 
longed.  Commiffaries  w#re  then 
appointed  by  each  order  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  authenticity  of  all  the 
writs  immediately  belonging  to  it- 
felf  ;  and  until  this  bufinefs  was  fr 
nifhed,  which  ufually  took  up  feve- 
ral  days,  the  dates  general  were 
deflitute  of  all  legal  authority  what¬ 
ever.  ^  The  fanCtion  of  thefe  com- 
milfaries  to  the  authenticity  of  the 
writs  afforded  what  was  called  the 
^verification  of  powers. 

f  he  democratical  leaders  'hav- 

May  nth  inS  fettled  ,their  Plan> 
a  very  civil  meffage 

was  difpatched  from  the  third 
eftate,  inviting  the  clergy  and  no¬ 
bles  (as  if  it  had  been  a  matter 
of  courfe,  or  merely  in  conformity 
with  the  king’s  recommendation) 
to  unite  with  them,  in  order  that 
they  might  proceed  to  verify  in 
common  their  writs  of  return.  This 
invitiation  not  being  accepted,  and 
oeing  confidered  as  a  manoeuvre 
contrived  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  prejudging  the  great  queflion  as 
to  their  fitting  in  one  or  in  three 
chambers,  the  commons  inffead  of 
relaxing  rofe  higher  in  their  pre- 
tonfions,  and  growing  hourly  more 
confident  in  their  ffrength,  and  in 
the  goodnefs  of  the  ground  they 
had  taken,  they  feemed  no  longer 
to  think  it  neceffary  to  temporize, 
but  laying  by  the  inafk,  openlv  to 
avow  no  final!  part  of  their  defigns. 
They  held  out  as  incontrovertible 


axioms,  that  no  wic  could  be  ve¬ 
rified  but  in  their  chamber,  and  in 
th  jir  prefence  ;  and  that,  until  the 
nobles  and  clergy  had  fubmitted  to 
go  through  this  form  of  verifica¬ 
tion,  they  were  not  to  be  confidered 
as  legal  affemblies,  but  merely  as 
a  collection  ofindividuals,  who  could 
onlvfpeak,as  fuch,  in  their  own  un¬ 
authorized  name,  but  who  were  total¬ 
ly  incapable  of  adding  for  orofaffum- 
ing  the  voice  of  their  conflkuents* 

1  hus  were  the  nobles  and  clergy 
flopped  iTiort  in  the  very  outfet 
of  their  proceedings,  and  a  bar, 
which  feemed  infuperable,  thrown 
in  the  way  of  their  ever  adding,  ex¬ 
cepting  they  were  to  fubmit  to  the 
degradation  of  palling  under  the 
yoke  prepared  for  them  by  the 
commons,  and  to  a  dereliction  of 
rights  or  privileges,  which  they  had 
poffefTed  for  a  courfe  of  ages  be¬ 
fore  a  third  eftate  had  been  even 
thought  of.  But  the  privileged  or¬ 
ders  were  weakened  by  internal 
factions,  and  ftili  more  perhaps  by 
the  want  of  any  bond  of  common 
concert  and  union  A  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  nobility  were,  however, 
determined,  at  all  hazard,  and  iri 
all  events,  to  refill  this  innovation 
to  the  laft. 

The  nobility  have  been  blamed 
for  their  obflinacy  on  this  occafion, 
though  the  juftnefs  of  the  cenfure 
may  perhaps  admit  of  a  queflion. 
It  has  been  faid  that  the  queflion 
was  not  of  fufficient  importance  to 
warrant  a  breach,  'efpecially  at  this 
critical  fcafon,  between  the  orders  ; 
that  it  did  not  direddly  militate 
againft  the  cahiers  or  iriflruClions 
which  they  had  received  from  their 
conflituents ;  that  their  compliance 
might  have  been  the  means  of  in¬ 
ducing  harmony  between  the  or- 
deis,  and  confequently  of  their  car- 
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rying  on  bufinefs  fmoothly  in  con¬ 
cert  afterwards ;  and  tha  t  a  fub- 
miffion  to  adt  in  common  in  the 
mere  point  of  verification,  would 
not  be  conclufive  with  refpedt  to 
other  matters,  nor  at  all  preclude 
the  privileged  orders  fr&m  a  repa¬ 
ration,  and  from  re  fuming  their  dif- 
tindt  privileges  whenever  they  found 
it  conveienf.  But  it  is,  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  the  power  of  de¬ 
termining  on  the  validity  of  its  own 
returns  was  the  grand  privilege 
and  the  mod  eflential  right  of  each 
order;  that  in  giving  up  that  it 
would  give  up  every  thing  ;  that  it 
would  Agt  be  more  mo  nitrous  in 
common  life*  for  one  man  to  require 
ainthcr  to  give  up  his  boufe  or  his 
wife,  than  it  wks  for  one  order  of 
a  hate,  in  which  each  had  its  de¬ 
fined  limits,  to  propofe  to  another  a 
furrender  of  its  peculiar  privileges 
and  rights ;  that  it  was  not  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  mere  form  nor  of  tempo¬ 
rary  moment  ;  that  a  compliance 
would  eftablifh  a  precedent  which 
probably  could  never  be  overruled, 
and  would  confequently  not  only  be 
an  adt  of  immediate  treachery  to 
their  refpedtive  orders,  but  a  per¬ 
petual  treachery,  involving  their 
pofLerity  and  fucceffors  through  fu¬ 
ture  ages.  Befides,  it  became  now 
every  hour  more  evident,  that  the 
great  objedt  of  the  third  eftate  was 
to  deprive  their  brethren  in  legifla- 
tion  of  all  weight  and  power,  either 
by  compelling  them  to  mix  in  the 
common  mafs,  where  their  votes  and 
opinions  could  be  of  no  avail,  or 
under  this  or  fome  other  pretence 
to  preclude  them  from  acting  in 
any  manner. 

In  the  great  conteft  now  between 
the  orders,  the  common's  poflefled 
the  fignal  advantage  of  being  united 


ing  apparently  fo  ;  which  produced 
the  fame  effedt  for  the  prefent  as 
if  it  had  been  real.  On  the  other 
hand  the  clergy  and  nobility  were 
each  torn  by  internal  diflention  • 
and  a  regular  majority  and  minority 
were  formed  in  each.  In  the  firft 
order,  the  curates  being  nearly  all 
attached  to  the  popular  fide  of  the 
queftion,  the  number  difpofed  to  an 
union  with  the  commons  was  fo  near 
being  on  an  equality  with  the  oppo- 
fite  party,  that  it  was  eafily  feen 
any  fmali’  change  of  circumftance 
or  fituation  might  turn  the  balance 
to  that  fide.  Even  among  the  no¬ 
bles  there  was  a  minority,  which 
feemed  to  acquire  fome  confequence 
from  its  being  headed  by  the  duke 

o  j 

of  Orleans  ;  but  a  great  majority  of 
that  order  feemed  firm  in  their  de¬ 
termination  of  preferving  and  f up- 
porting  its  diftindt  privileges. 

Idle  meetings  of  the  commons, 
norwithflanding  t.heir  apparent  una« 
nirnity,  were  from  the  beginning 
diforderly  and  tumultuous  in  the 
extreme.  Jt  feemed  in  many  in- 
ftances,  as  if  the  peculiar  temper  of 
the  nation  rendered  them  incapable 
of  adting  together  in  public  bodies, 
with  that  coolnefs,  ferioufnefs,  and 
gravity  which  are  fo  necefiary  in 
diicufilng  great  and  important  fub- 
jedls,  and  in  forming  thofe  wife  de¬ 
terminations,  which  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  hand  the  teft  of  future  dif- 
paffionate  examination.  The  va¬ 
nity  of  the  orators,  their  rage  for 
popularity  along  with  the  general 
wiili  of  the  commons  to  fee’ure  the 
populace  entirely  in  their  intereff, 
were  among  the  caufes  which  at 
this  time  gave  rife  to  inconveniences 

O 

and  evils,  which  no  time  nor  op¬ 
portunity  have  yet  afforded  the 
means  of  removing.  For  thus  early 
began  that  indefinite  liberty  of  ad- 
q  million 
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tfiiflion,  that  difregard  of  form  arid 
order,  in  admitting  the  fpe&ators  to 
be  confounded  with  the  members, 
and  that  unbridled  licence  of  noife 
and  clamour  to  the  crowd,  which 
would  have  been  deemed  intolerable 
in  a  theatre,  and  which  have  fince, 
by  a  continued  increafe  of  enor- 
rnity,  produced  fo  many  difgraceful 
and  fcandalous  feenes  in  that  affem- 
bly. 

Tne  clergy,  who  we  have  before 
feen  were  wavering,  agreed  to  name 
commifTaries  to  treat  with  thofe  of 
the  nobles  and  of  the  third  eftate, 
on  the  fubjedt  of  verification  ;  but 
the  nobility  rejedling  any  thing  that 
tended  to  a  compromife  went  on 
with  their  feparate  verification,  and 
declared  themfelves  legally  confti- 
tuted.  This  was  treated  with  the 
moft  unfufferable  contempt  by  the 
commons,  and  fome  violent  motions 
were  made  againft  that  order,  but 
means  were  ufed  to  evade  putting 
,,  ,  them  to  the  queffion. 

,9th-  CommifTaries  were  at 
length  named  by  the  third  effate  to 
confer  with  thofe  who  fliould  be 
appointed  by  the  clergy  and  no¬ 
bles,  on  the  verification  of  writs  ; 
but  thefe  commifTaries  were  bound 
by  a  ftridl  reftridlion,  never  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  principle  of  voting  by 
heads .  On  the  fame  day  the  clergy 
voted  unanimoufly,  with  great  ac¬ 
clamation,  that  they  renounced  all 
exemption  from  taxes  ;  but  added  a 
declaration,  that  they  were  not  yet 
conftituted  as  a  legal  chamber j 
and  they  appointed  their  commif- 
faries  to  affift  at  the  conference,  in 
the  character  of  mediators,  between 
the  nobles  and  the  third  effate. 
The  commifTaries  met,  and  the 
conferences  ended  as  public  depu¬ 
tations  generally  do  ;  each  party 
continued  wedded  to  its  own  opi 
Vo  1,  XXXI. 


nions,  and  each  hoafted  that  the  ar¬ 
guments  on  its  own  fide  were  irre 
fragable. 

The  turn  that  was  taking  place  in 
the  difpofition  or  conduct  of  the 
clergy  could  not  efcape  any  obfer- 
vation  ;  but  it  was  lingular,  that  the 
profligate  Mirabeau  fhou Id  have  been 
the  propofer  of  inviting  that  body, 
in  the  name  of  the  God  of  peace ,  tO 
unite  with  the  commons.  His 
motion  Was  immediately  ^ 
adopted,  and  a  deputation  1 
accordingly  Tent,  inviting  them  in 
that  aweful  name,  as  well  as  for  the 
intereft  of  the  nation,  to  unite  with 
the  comrhons  in  the  hall  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  affembly,  in  order  to  confult 
together  on  the  means  of  redo  ring 
peace  and  concord. 

Some  feelings  of  alarm  began 
now  to  break  through  that  dupor, 
in  which  the  minifters  had  appa¬ 
rently  been  involved.  It  was 
thought  neceftary  that  the  king 
fhou  Id  perfonally  interfere,  in  the 
vain  hope  of  his  now  being  able  to 
cure  thofe  evils,  which  he  fliould  in 
time,  and  might  without  difficulty, 
have  prevented.  Letters  were  fern; 
in  his  name  to  the  nobles  and  cler¬ 
gy,  exprefling  his  forrow  that  the 
difficulties  which  had  arifen  on  the 
verification  of  writs  fliould  have 
retarded  the  meafures  which  ought 
to  have  been  taken  for  the  happi- 
nefs  of  his  people,  and  defiring  that 
the  commifTaries  fliould  refume  their 
conferences,  with  a  view  to  a  {pee- 
dy  accommodation.  But  the  fe ve¬ 
rities  produced  by  the  conteff  be¬ 
tween  the  parties  had  already  rifen 
their  mutual  obflinacy  and  aiiimofl- 
ty  to  To  great  a  height,  that  iittle 
moderation  could  be  expefted  01a 
either  fide.  The  nobles,  however, 
agreed  to  comply  with  the  king’s 
requisition  with  regard  to  the  con- 

fereaces ; 
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fei  *ences  ;  but  paffed  a  folerrm  arret , 
or  refoiution,  that  the  deliberation 
by  orders  was  effential  to  the  mo¬ 
narchical  conftitution  ;  and  that  the 
nobles  would  conffantly  perfevere  in 
this  principle,  as  being  equally  ne- 
ceffary  both  to  monarchy  and  free¬ 
dom.  If  all  the  former  unpopula¬ 
rity  of  that  order  had  been  worn  off, 
this  refoiution  would  have  renewed 
it  with  frefli  vigour. 

The  conferences  were  a^ain  re- 
newed  ;  ail  the  old  records  that 
could  be  produced,  tortured  into  all 
the  contradictory  interpretations 
which  the  contending  parties  were 
difpofed  to  fix  upon  them  ;  and 
the  queftions  on  the  verification  of 
T  ,  writs  left  as  uncertain  as 
June  4th-  ever.  In  this  Hate  of 
things  M.  Neckar  came  forward 
with  a  conciliatory  plan  which  he 
read  to  the  comm  diaries,  and  which 
amounted  in  fubftance  to  what  fol¬ 
lows  : 

That  the  three  orders,  by  an  aft 
of  free  and  voluntary  confidence, 
ihould  truft  each  other  with  regard 
to  the  verification  of  thofe  writs  on 
which  no  difficulties  fhall  be  raifed, 
but  fhall  communicate  to  each  other 
their  afts  of  verification  to  he  fpee- 
dily  examined.  If  any  Cornells  arife 
on  the  validity  of  an  eleftion,  they 
fhall  be  carried,  firfl  before  a  com- 
miffioa  chofen  out  of  all  the  orders  ; 
and  if  any  order  refufe  to  ratify 
the  eommiffioners  fentence,  the  dif- 
pute  fhall  finally  be  referred  to  the 
iking. 

This  plan  was  fupported  by  a 
formal  mefifage  from  the  king  to 
each  of  the  three  orders  ;  but  was, 
in  effeft,  only  accepted  By  the  cler¬ 
gy.  While  the  commons  feemed 
to  take  it  into  confideration,  and  the 
nobles  declared  themfclves  ready  to 
accept  it,  th«  latter,  however,  clog¬ 


ged  their  acceptance  with  the  rt- 
ltrift ion  of  never  departing  from 
their  recent  refoiution  with  refpeft 
to  the  feparation  of  the  orders,  along 
with  fome  other  modifications  ;  and 
thefe,  altogether,  afforded  plaufible 
ground  to  the  third  eflate,  for  re¬ 
jecting  a  fcheme  which  they  would 
not  in  any  cafe  have  adopted. 
Having  fignified  this  rejeftion  to 
the  nobles,  they  declared  at  the 
fame  time,  that  they  ffiould  pro¬ 
ceed  to  that  fort  of  meafure  which 
is  underflood  in  England  by  a  call 
of  the  houfe  ;  that  the  names  of  the 
clergy  and  nobles  fhould  be  called 
over  as  well  as  the  commons  ;  that 
they  would  then  conflitute  them- 
felves  into  an  adthoe  ajfmbly ,  and 
proceed  on  public  bufinefs  without 
them. 

Though  this  menace  greatly 
alarmed  the  nobles,  yet  their  paf- 
fions  and  obllinacy  were  fo  preva¬ 
lent,  that  the  great  majority  would 
not  liflen  to  the  advice  of  the  wife 
and  temperate  few,  who  ufed  alt 
means  to  perfuade  them  to  revoke 
their  modifications,  and  not  by  an 
ill-timed  inflexibility  to  afford  a  pre¬ 
tence  to  the  commons  for  carry¬ 
ing  things  to  the  laft  extremity. 
The  leaders  of  the  commons  were 
fo  much  afraid  of  their  relaxing, 
which  would  prove  a  bar  to  the  pro- 
fecution  cf  their  defigns,  that  they 
played  upon  their  paffions  to  pro¬ 
voke  and  confirm  them  in  their  ob- 
flinacy,  holding  out,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  the  nobles  could  he  guilty 
of  inch  a  meannefs  as  to  retraft 
their  own  refolutions.  Their  addrefs 
was  fuccefsful,  and  the  nobles  play¬ 
ed  exaftly  the  game  which  their 
enemies  wilhed. 

In  this  ffate  of  things,  the  nobles 
and  the  commons  thought  it  neceffa- 
ry  feverally  to  addrefs  the  king,  each 

appealing 


hppealling  to  the  conftitutiofn,  and 
feach  endeavouring  to  draw  him  to 
their  fide.  The  king  in  his  letter 
to  the  nobles,  gave  them  a  gentle 
reprimand  “  for  their  want  of  that 
t(  confidence  in  him,  which,”  he 
faid,  “  might  have  prevented  the 
“  prefent  fituation  of  affairs.” 

In  the  mean  time  the  party  of 
the  commons  was  every  day  gain- 
ing  ground  amongft  the  clergy  ; 
and  at  the  moment  that  the  depu¬ 
ties  of  Poi&ou  were  called  over  in 
the  hall  of  the  affembly,-  three  cu¬ 
rates  of  that  province  prefented 
themfelves  before  the  third  eftate 
with  the  writs  of  return  in  their 
hands.  The  joy  and  triumph  oe- 
cafioned  by  this  circumftance  could 
fcarcely  be  defcribed.  The  curates 
were  received  with  loud  acclama¬ 
tions  ;  they  were  embraced,  and 
hailed  as  the  faviours  of  France; 
and  an  account  of  the  tranfa&ion 
was  immediately  difpatched  to 
Paris,  with  all  the  triumph  which 
could  have  attended  a  gazette  ex¬ 
traordinary,  conveying  ^intelligence 
of  a  glorious  victory  over  a  foreign 
Cnemy*  The  objedl  in  this  convey¬ 
ance  was  not  entirely  confined  to 
the  union  which  it  was  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  cement  with  that  city  ; 
the  leaders  of  the  commons  looked 
befides  to  the  importance  of  fuch  an 
example,  and  were  well  aware  that 
thefe  early  converts  would  foon  be 
followed  by  a  number  of  other  cu¬ 
rates. 

Thus  every  thing  was  tending 
faff  to  that  confummation,  in  which 
one  branch  of  the  legiffature  was  to 
fwallow  up  all  the  other  powers  of 
the  if  ate.  The  common?  were  al¬ 
ready  certain  of  victory  ;  they  made 
fure  of  the  clergy,  or  at  leaft  of 
drawing  over  fuch  a  number  of 
their  deputies  as  would  anfwer 


the  purpofe,  by  rendering  the  re¬ 
mainder  totally  inefficient,  who 
had,  indeed,  already  disqualified 
themfelves,  by  acknowledging  that 
they  were  not  legally  conffituted  ; 
and  the  nobles  being  then  left  alone, 
mult  of  neceffity  fubmit  to  what¬ 
ever  terms  were  preferibed  to 
them. 

Five  weeks  had  now  elapfedfince 
the  meeting  of  the  ffates  general, 
and  not  one  ffep  had  yet  been  taken, 
tending  to  promote  the  national 
profperity,  which  was  the  objedf  of 
their  being  called  together-  AIL 
this  delay  and  inadiion  were  charged 
to  the  obffinacy  of  the  nobles, 
while  the  public  univerfally  fwak 
lowed  the  charge  without  exami¬ 
nation.  It  was  never  'confidered 
that  the  commons  had  commenced 
the  attack,  by  attempting  to  flrip 
them  of  the  privilege  of  verifying 
their  own  writs ;  that  they  {fill  per¬ 
illed  in  this  claim  with  the  molt: 
unconquerable  obflinacy,  as  well 
as  in  another  equally  novel,  and  un- 
fupported  by  any  fufficient  prece¬ 
dent,  that  of  compelling  them  to  fit 
and  vote  in  one  common  affembly. 
We  ufe  the  terms  fufficient  precedent , 
becaufe  it  is  faid,  that  in  early  and. 
obfeure  times,  before  the  third  effate 
was  formed,  a  few  of  the  kings, 
upon  fome  particular  occalions,  had 
called  in  a  few  deputies  from  the 
great  towns  to  fit  in  the  affembly 
of  the  ffates,  and  as  thefe  had  no 
chamber  of  their  own,  and  were  roo 
few  in  number  to  form  a  feparate 
body  it  may  be  taken  for  granted, 
though  it  probably  could  not  be  po- 
litively  proved,  that  they  fat  with 
one  of  tire  other  orders  But  thefe 
eircumlfanees  being  of  no  avail, 
where  the  judges,  determined  to 
condemn,  would  lilten  neither  to  ar¬ 
gument  or  evidence,  the  former 
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unpopularity  of  the  nobles  was  now 
changed  throughout  the  kingdom 
to  abfolute  detedation  and  abhor¬ 
rence. 

Befides  the  irritation  excited  by 
a  fenfe  of  this  odium,  which  they 
fuppofed  they  undefervedly  labour¬ 
ed  under,  and  that  arifing  from 
their  daily  contells  with  the  com¬ 
mons,  they  were  dill  farther  pro- 
▼oked,  and  more  fenfibly  touched, 
by  the  number  of  pamphlets  which 
were  now  already  poblifhed,  and 
circulated  with  incredible  diligence 
through  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
proposing  to  the  people  (a  doftrine 
always  highly  captivating  to  the 
multitude)  a  total  abolition  of  all 
didinftions  of  blood  and  rank. 
The  mod  celebrated  of  thefe  pam¬ 
phlets  was  that  written  by  Mira- 
beau,  in  anfwer  to  the  bifhop  of 
Uangres,  who  had  propofed  the 
formation  of  two  alfemblies,  upon 
the  fame  principle  with  the  houfes 
©f  lords  and  commons  of  England, 
to  preferve  the  equilibrium  of  the 
conditution,  and  to  aft  as  a  mutual 
controul  upon  each  other.  Under 
all  thefe  circumftances  of  irritation 
and  alarm,  and  continually  pieffed 
by  the  artful  fcheme  of  fupprefled 
hoftility,  which  was  regularly  con¬ 
duced  be  their  enemies,  it  would 
have  been  no  wonder  that  the  nobi¬ 
lity  (even  if  they  had  been  members 
of  a  more  temperate  nation)  ffiould 
have  been  driven  into  hady  mea- 
fures,  nor  even  under  the  influence 
©f  paffion,  that  they  ffiould  have 
midaken,  as  they  did,  the  proper 
means  of  defence,  by  ill  timing  the 
feafon  of  concedion  or  drrrmefs. 

The  commons  having  fmiffied 
the  verification  of  their  own  writs, 
as  well  as  of  thofe  appertaining  to 
he  great  body  of  curates  who  came 
mo  hem,  they  were  fo  fenfible  of 


their  drength,  that  they  determined 
to  conftitute  themfelves  into  what, 
according  to  the  idiom  of  that  lan¬ 
guage,  may  be  called  an  adive  af- 
fembly.  Great  debates  then  arofe 
upon  the  new  and  comprehenfive 
title  which  it  would  be  proper  for 
them  to  aflume.  Several  were  pro¬ 
pofed,  and  among  them  the  follow¬ 
ing  long  but  moderate  one  by 
M-  Mounier,  “  The  majority  of 
“  the  deputies  deliberating  in  the 
c<  abfence  of  the  minority  duly  in- 
“  vited.” — This  would  not  anfwer 
the  defign  ;  many  others  were  pro¬ 
pofed  and  rejefted  ;  at  length  the 
lucky  hit  of  NJfemblee  Nat  ion  ale,  was 
made  by  M.  le-Grand,  and  received 
with  grent  applaufe,  as  a  title  the 
mod:  calculated  of  any  that  was 
thought  of  to  convey  an  idea,  that 
all  the  powers  of  the  nation  were 
concentrated  in  that  fmgle  body. 

The  quedion  of  adopt-  T  , 
u-  •  t  1  1  June  7th, 

mg  this  title  was,  how-  J  ‘ 

ever  formally  put  to  the  vote,  and 
carried  by  a  vaft  majority.  A  pro¬ 
found  filence  reigned  during  the 
time  the  votes  were  collefting ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  majority  was  de¬ 
clared,  the  air  refounded  with  an 
univerfal  ffiout  of  “  Long  live  the 
“  king  !  Long  live  the  national 
u  ademblv  U 

j 

Having  now  voted  and  acclaim¬ 
ed  themielves  fovereigns ,  they  be¬ 
gan  their  reign  with  a  drong,  but 
very  popular  aft  of  fovereignty,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  exifling  public  taxes. 
On  this  fubjeft  they  ilTued  a  decree, 
in  which,  after  dating  that  difficul¬ 
ties  might  be  raifed  upon  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  taxes,  “  the  more  ferious, 
“  as  they  would  be  founded  upon 
“  a  principle  conditutionai  and  fa- 
“  creel,  acknowledged  by  the  king, 
“  and  folemnly  proclaimed  by  all 

the  affiemblies  of  the  nation,  a 

“  principle 
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" 4  principle  which  forbid  all  levying 
!l  of  contributions,  without  the 
“  formal  confent  of  the  reprefenta- 
4<  tives  of  the  nation  ;  and  conli- 
<c  dcring,  that  the  contributions, 
u  as  they  are  now  levied  in  the 
“  kingdom,  not  having  been  con- 
4‘  fented  to  by  the  nation,  are  all 
“  illegal,  and  confequently  null,  in 
'<c  their  creation,  extension,  or  pro- 
w  longation  ;  the  national  affembly 
*  declares  that  it  confents  provifo- 
“  rily,  for  the  nation,  that  the  taxes 
iC  andcontributions, though  illegally 
■<c  eftablifhed  and  levied,  fhall  con- 
w  tinue  to  be  levied  in  the  fame 

manner  that  they  have  hitherto 
“  been,  until  the  day  only  of  the  fe- 
6t  paration  of  this  affembly/’  Af¬ 
ter  that  day,  it  is  added,  that  the 
taxes  were  to  ceafe,  if  not  re-grant- 
ed  by  the  alterably. — In  another 
part  of  this  decree  is  the  following 
extraordinary  palfage :  u  We  put 
Ci  the  creditors  of  the  Hate  un- 
“  der  the  guard  of  the  honour  and 
**  loyalty  of  the  French  nation/ 

It  is  curious  to  obferve,  that  no 
ftatute  or  law  had  ever  been  pa  (Ted 
in  France,  to  render  thofe  contribu¬ 
tions  null  and  illegal,  which  were 
now  declared  to  be  fo ;  that  on 
the  conti  arv  contributions  had  been 
impofed  and  le  vied  by  the  crown  in 
the  fame  manner  in  ail  ages,  with¬ 
out  its  authority  being  queftioned  ; 
fo  that  this  decree  was  in  every 
fenfe  an  ex  p'fi  fatlo  law ,  and  that 
decifively  paifed  by  only  a  part  of 
the  legislature. 

The  democratic  party  within  the 
affembly  were  now  uncealing  in  their 
zeal  to  infufe  that  tumultuous  fpi- 
rit  which  operated  with  great  vio¬ 
lence  upon  themfelves,  into  the 
public  mind  at  large.  The  vici¬ 
nity  of  Paris,  and  the  difpofition  of 
the  inhabitants,  afforded  them  the 


faireff  pofiible  ground  of  action  ; 
and  the  fuccefs  of  their  operations 
was  accordingly  fo  great,  as  in  lome  , 
inllances,  perhaps,  to  exceed  their 
own  wilhes.  The  fpedfators  now 
not  only  filled  the  galleries  and  all 
open  places  in  the  affembly  every 
day,  but  bidding  defianee  to  every 
appearance  of  decorum  and  order, 
intermingled  with  the  members, 
crowded  and  difturbedthem  on  their 
feats,  and  began  to  take  an  open 
fhare  in  the  debates.  Thofe  mem¬ 
bers  who  were  moderate,  or  lefs 
violent  than  they  wifhed,  whether 
this  was  (hewn  by  their  fpeeches, 
motions,  or  votes,  were  hooted, 
hiffed,  reviled,  and  menaced,  in  the 
groffeft  terms  and  moll  outrageous 
manner.  Lifts  of  the  voters  were 
openly  taken  upon  every  queftion, 
in  which  thofe  who  voted  contrary 
to  the  liking  of  the  fpedtators  were 
ftigmazed  with  the  title  of  ene¬ 
mies  to  their  country  ;  and  thefe 
lifts  being  tranfmitted  with  the  ut- 
•moft  difpatch  to  Paris,  were  there 
printed  and  circulated  with  unequal¬ 
led  celerity.  Among  thofe  branded 
with  this  odious  and  dangerous  cha- 
radter,  and  whofe  names  were  thus 
held  out  to  the  public,  and  tranfmit- 
ted  to  pofteiity  with  infamy,  were  al* 
the  members  who  voted  for  a  title 
lefs  affumptive  of  fovereignty  than 
that  of  ?iaiional  affembly.  Perhaps 
a  ftroke  more  fatal  to  the  freedom 
of  debating  and  voting  was  never 
offered  with  refped  to  any  public 
affembly 

The  nobles  were  now  nearly  in 
agonies  of  defpair,  and  yet  could 
not  bring  themfelves  to  defeend 
from  their  inflexible  haughtinefs. 
M.  de  Montefquieu  moved,  that 
they  fhould  invite  the  clergy  to  join 
them,  and  conjlitute  themfelves  into 
an  upper  houfi.  Though  this,  how- 
[ffP]  3  ever 
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ever  hopelefs,  feerned  almoff  the 
only  refort  that  was  now  left,  yet 
It  was  reje&ed  by  fuch  an  excla¬ 
mation  of  angry  voices,  that  the 
propoferis  fpeech  could  fcarcely  be 
heard.  A  linking  proof,  among 
many  others,  of  the  averfion  which 
both  Tides  entertained  for  the  pe¬ 
culiar  principles  of  the  Britiih  con- 
,  flitution. — The  nobles 
June  1 9*  *  before  they  feparated 

voted  a  flrong  addrefs  to  the  king, 
juftifying  their  own  conduft,  ac- 
cufing  the  commons,  and  ftrongly 
animadverting  on  that  unlimited  af- 
fumption  of  authority  in  the  late 
decree,  of  declaring  all  the  taxes 
to  be  illegal* 

The  clergy  were  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  temper.  The  party  who 
Tided  with  the  commons  had  nearly 
attained  a  majority  ;  and  that  final 
decilion  was  only  retarded  by  the 
influence  of  the  archbifhop  of  Paris, 
who,  when  it  at  length  took  place, 
joined  in  a  flrong  proteft  aga'inft 
it :  the  confequence  was,  that  tho- 
he  was  a  prelate  of  refpeftable  cha- 
radter,  and  his  charities  to  the  poor 
were  fo  extenflve  as  to  pafs  beyond 
all  cuftomary  limits,  he  was,  fome 
days  after,  purfued  with  all  the 
violence  of  popular  fury,  attacked, 
infulted,  and  his  life  endangered. 
He  was  refcued  mith  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  and  it  was  on  this  occafion 
that  the  troops  firfl  refufed  to  adc, 
as  they  termed  it,  againfl  their 
feilatv  citizens .  Such  was  the  firfl 
fruit  of  that  terrible  power  affirmed 
by  the  French  troops,  of  judging 
for  th^mfelves  on  all  public  quef- 
tio'ns,  as  well  as  on  all  cafes  of  mili¬ 
tary  fubordi  nation. 

The  king,  who  hitherto  miffing 
to  M.  Ne char's  promiffs  of  an  eafy 
f..mi  happy  reign,  had  granted  every 
jibing  that  was  required  in  Favour 
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of  the  third  eftate,  and  who  feeroed 
in  himfelf  rather  more  difpofed  to 
them  than  to  the  nobles,  finding 
himfelf  now  difappointed  in  all  his 
hopes,  and  being  befides  alarmed  at 
the  hafty  ff  rides  towards  fupreme 
power  which  the  commons  were 
making,  began  to  hefitate  in  his 
proceedings,  and  perhaps  to  call 
in  queffion  the  wifdom  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  his  paff  conduct.  This 
change  of  fentiment  'could  not  efi- 
cape  the  obfervation  of  thofe  about 
him,  and  he  wav  foon  furrounded 
by  the  party  of  the  princes,  who 
were  thofe  alone  who  wifhed  to 
preferve  the  power  of  the  crown  un- 
diminiffied  j  by  the  difcontented  no¬ 
bles,  who  only  fided  occafionally 
with  the  court,  they  being  as  much 
difpofed  to  prefcribe  limits  to  the 
royal  authority  as  the  commons 
themfelves,  though  not  in  an  equal 
degree ;  and  by  all  thofe  of  the 
different  orders,  who  were  diffatif- 
fiied  with  the  prefent  ffate  of  things, 
and  wifhed  to  preferve  the  ancient 
fyflem  of  feparate  chambers,  and 
voting  by  oraers ;  thefe  likewifie 
holding,  in  general,  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  with  refpect  to  the  crown, 
that  rhe  nobles  at  large  did. 

All  thefe  coalefced  in  endeavour^ 
ing  to  profit  by  the  prefent  change 
in  the  king's  difpofition  ;  nor  did 
they  want  flrong  grounds  of  argu¬ 
ment  to  confirm  his  new  fentiments, 
and  increafe  his  alarm.  They  de- 
fired  him  to  obferve,  that  thofe 
leaders  of  faction,  not  content  with 
taking  the  power  of  future  taxation 
into  their  own  hands,  boldly  decide, 
without  one  pofftive  law  to  fupport 
them,  that  all  the  exifting  taxes  are 
illegal ;  a  pofition  which  tends  di¬ 
rectly  to  fet  up  the  indefinite  rights 
of  nature  above  all  the  pofitive  laws 
of  the  land.  May  you  not  then 
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well  expect,  that  their  next  decla¬ 
ration  will  hold  out,  as  a  facred  and 
conftitutional  principle,  that  legif- 
lation  as  well  as  taxation  belongs 
by  inherent  right  to  the  people,  and, 
th  erefore,  that  every  law  now  obey¬ 
ed  by  the  Freneh  is  null  and  illegal, 
and,  to  make  it  otherwife,  muft  be 
rfe-voted  by  thefe  felftconftituted 
fovereigns. 

Council  after  council  was  held  in 
the  king’s  palace,  but  the  natural 
effects  of  weaknefs,  diforder,  and 
faction,  were  lo  predominant,  that 
they  could  not  agree  in  any  thing. 
Mr.  Neckar  at  length  thought  it 
-advifeable  that  the  king  fhould  re¬ 
cur  to  the  ancient  method  of  hold¬ 
ing  what  they  call  a  feance  royal e,  or 
royal  fefjioti.  This  was  agreed  to  ; 
but  the  minifter,  as  ufual,  ftill  per- 
fevered  in  wanting  the  refult  to  b4e 
more  in  favour  of  the  commons 
than  the  reft  of  the  council  ap¬ 
proved.  Some  modification,  how¬ 
ever,  took  place  ;  the  plan  was  fixed, 
and  the  day  appointed. 

It  would  feem  that  fome  over¬ 
ruling  fatality  was  at  this  time  to 
counteract  and  fruftfate  all  the  mea- 
fures  and  defigns  of  the  vourt  and 
minifters  ;  as  if  wifdom  itfelf  would 
be  immediately  perverted  into  folly 
under  their  treatment,  and  the  molt 
w’holfefome  nouriftimentinftantly  be¬ 
come  a  poifon  in  their  hands.  No¬ 
thing  could  have  been  more  inno¬ 
cent,  fimply  in  itfelf,  than  this  mea- 
fure,  and  it  might  poffibly  have  been 
of  fome  ufe.  But  through  the  un¬ 
accountable  and  unexampled  blind- 
nefs,  folly,  ralhnefs,  and  violence 
with  which  it  was  conducted,  it  was 
rendered  an  immediate,  and  no  in¬ 
efficient  inftriiment,  in  the  ruin  of 
the  monarchy  and  the  fubverlion  of 
^government. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
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hall  in  which  the  third  eftate  held 
their  aiTembly,  being  far  larger  than 
either  of  the  other  chambers,  it 
had  from  the  beginning  been  the 
place  where  the  king  met  and  ha¬ 
rangued  the  ftates.  Without  the 
imalleft  communication  to  that  af- 
lembly  of  what  was  done  or  intend¬ 
ed  ;  without  letter  or  notice  of  any 
fort  to  their  prefident ;  without  the 
Imalleft  preparatory  addrefs  or  ma¬ 
nagement,  a  party  of  guards  took 
poffeffion  in  the  morning  of 
their  hall.  Workmen  were  2°^  * 
fent  in  to  ere<ft  a  throne  for  the  kin 
the  royal  leffion  was  formally  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  heralds,  and  M. 
Bailly,  the  prefident,  with  other 
members  of  the  commons,  were  re- 
pulled,  without  ceremony  or  ex¬ 
planation,  from  their  own  door. 

The  commons  apprehending  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  an  immediate  efiffo- 
lution,  and  feeing  at  once  all  the 
dangers  to  which  the  more  obnoxi¬ 
ous  part  of  them  might  then  be  ex- 
pofed,  were  naturally  inflamed  with 
refen tment,  arid  in  that  paflion 
hurried  on  foot,  through  a  vio¬ 
lent  fterm  of  rain,  to  an  old  tenis- 
court,  where,  with  equal  fpirit  and 
firmnefs  they  bound  thcmfelves  by  a 
folemn  oath  never  to  part  until  the 
corf  til  uti  on  was  completed \  The  affe  cl¬ 
ing  fpe&acle  of  fix  hundred  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation  being  driven 
to  the  extremity  of  encountering 
fuch  weather,  in  fuch  a  manner,  and 
of  Handing  bareheaded,  under  all  its 
inclemency,  while  they  were  taking 
this  aweful  oath,  could  not  but  ex¬ 
cite  the  greateft,  and  indeed  the 
moft  univerfal  indignation  againft 
the  court.  Had  the  united  talents 
and  genius  of  all  the  minifters  been 
combined,  in  contriving  a  fcheme 
to  render  the  king  incurably  odi- 
gus,  and  to  bind  the  people  more 
4  indiffolubly 
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indiffhiubly  to  the  commons,  it  is 
more  than  probable  they  could  not 
have  found  one  more  effectual  for 
cither  purpofe  ;  while  the  fmallefb 
portion  of  prudence  or  difcretion 
v/ould  have  prevented  any  ill  con- 
fequence  whatever. 

M.  Mounier  (one  of  the  molt 
virtuous  men  in  the  affembly,  and 
who  had  exerted  himfelf  from  the 
firib  with  the  greateft  ability  in  his 
endeavours  to  procure  a  moderate 
reform  of  government,  but  whofe 
integrity  induced  him  afterwards  to 
quit  them,  when  he  perceived  the 
courfe  which  the  violent  leaders 
were  purfuing)  was  the  propofer 
aad  framer  of  this  oath.  He  hath 
fince  declared,  that  he  propofedit  in 
order  to  prevent  that  mod:  danger¬ 
ous  of  all  meafures,  the  affembiy’s 
transferring  itfelf  to  Paris. 

The  following  day  produced  a 
fcene  of  a  different  nature,  but  of 
no  fraall  importance  in  the  prefent 
Hate  of  things.  The  majority  of 
the  clergy  flew  off  from  the  court 
at  this  moll  critical  moment,  and 
determined  to  join  the  commons. 
The  clergy  met  in  the  choir  of  the 
church  of  St.  Louis,  and  the  com¬ 
mons  in  the  body  of  the  church. 
After  fame  meflages  to  adjufl  cere¬ 
monials,  the  Separating  doors  flew 
open,  the  clergy,  with  their  prefi- 
dent  the  archbifhop  of  Vienne  at 
their  head,  advanced,  while  the  com¬ 
mons  rofe  to  receive  them,  and 
yielded  the  upper  hand  ;  the  two 
preudents  embraced,  and  fat  down 
by  each  other  ;  the  loudefl  fliouts 
if  applaufe,  and  the  moft  pathetic 
effusions  of  eloquence,  celebrated, 
what  y/as  then  deemed,  the  happy 
reconcili  ation  of  two  of  the  difcord- 
ant  orders  of  citizens. — The  clergy 
could  little  apprehend  or  imagine,  at 
that  time,  how  Icon  the  fraternal 


embraces  with  which  they  were  now 
received,  and  the  praifes  with  which 
they  were  loaded,  as  a  band  of  pa¬ 
triots  who  were  come  in  a  moment 
of  the  moil  imminent  danger  to  fave 
their  country,  would  be  followed  by 
hatred,  prafcription,  and  ruin  ! 

The  commons,  emboldened  by 
the  junction  of  thofe  new  allies, 
whom  they  fo  lately  confidered  as 
enemies,  waited  with  confidence 
and  redoubled  courage  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  royal  feflion.  On 
the  day  appointed  the  king 
afcended  that  throne,  which  he  ne¬ 
ver  was  again  to  afcendin  any  equal 
apparent  degree  of  greatnefs  and 
power,  where  he  produced  the  plan 
of  a  new  conflitution  or  fyflem  of 
government,  which  was  read  to  the 
affembled  orders. 

This  was  a  piece  of  great  length, 
and  formed  in  different  parts  ;  one 
being  declaratory,  another  enacting 
and  a  third  provihonary,  as  contain¬ 
ing  propofals  which  were  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  Hates.  It  contained  much 
excellent  matter,  and,  though  it  re-? 
quired  correction,  and  was  capable 
of  conliderable  imorovements,  it 
was,  derhaps,  lefs  faulty  than  might 
have  been  well  expected,  its  length 
and  the  fhortnefs  of  time  allotted  for 
its  preparation  being  confidered. 
Its  great  fault  was  its  being  too  dic¬ 
tatorial,  and  the  “  king’s  will** 
being  too  frequently  brought  for¬ 
ward,  and  applied,  without  ma* 
nagement,  in  too  harfli  and  abfo- 
lute  a  manner,  in  enforcing  the  ini- 
junctions.  It  however,  upon  the 
whole,  certainly  laid  down  at  leafl 
a  foundation  on  which  might  have 
been,  without  much  difficulty,  raifed 
a  rational  and  equitable  fyffem  of 
government;  and  even  in  its  pre¬ 
fent  Hate,  along  with  fecurity,  it 

held 
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held  out  as  great  a  portion  of  liber¬ 
ty  to  the  people  as  experience  has 
hitherto  afforded  any  caufe  for  tep- 
pofmg  they  were  yet  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving. 

The  king  bound  himfelf  from 
eftablifhing  any  new  tax,  or  pro¬ 
longing  any  old  one  beyond  the  term 
afligned  by  the  laws,  without  the 
content  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation  ;  that  no  taxes  fhould  be  etea- 
blifhed  or  continued  for  any  longer 
term,  than  that  which  elapfed  during 
the  periods  of  time  allotted  between 
the  meetings  of  the  fucceffive  Hates 
general  ;  and  the  king  renounced 
the  right  of  borrowing  money  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  the  Hates,  re- 
feiying,  however,  to  himfelf,  the 
power  of  borrowing  a  hundred  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres  in  cafes  of  ludden 
emergency,  fuch  as  unexpected  war, 
or  immediate  national  danger. 

This  declaration  proceeded  to 
offer  the  fates  all  the  information 
and  inHruCfion  that  could  enlighten 
them  on  the  f  tuation  of  the  finances, 
and  to  fubmit  to  their  infpeCtion  and 
difpofal  the  expences  of  each  de¬ 
partment,  and  even  of  the  king’s 
own  family. — It  likewife  declared 
the  king’s  intention,  that  there 
fhould  be  no  kind  of  diflindions  nor 
privileges  whatever,  with  refpeCl  to 
the  different  orders,  in  the  payment 
of  taxes,  and  that  the  odious  and 
partial  land  tax,  known  by  the  name 
of  la  taille ,  fhould  be  entirely  abo- 
lifhed,  and  replaced  by  others. — 
But  it  declared  too  openly,  for  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  times, 
that  all  property  fhould  be  facred, 
and  that  tythes  and  feudal  rents 
fhould  be  confdered  as  property. 

With  refpeCtto  perfonat  fecurity, 
it  goes  on  thus  :  “  The  king,  willing 
‘‘  to  feCure  the  perfonal  liberty  ot 
**  all  citizens  on  a  folid  and  perma- 


<(  nent  footing,  invites  the  Hates  ge- 
“  neral  to  feek  a'nd  propofe  to  him 
“  the  bcH  means  to  conciliate  the 
il  abolition  of  thofe  orders  known 
“  by  the  name  of  letlres  de  cachet y 
iC  confidently  with  the  maintenance 
(i  of  public  fafety,  and  the  precau- 
(t  tions  neceffary  to  be  taken  at 
(i  fome  times  with  regard  to  the  ho- 
u  nour  of  families,  and  fometimes 
li  to  reprefs  quickly  the  beginnings 
“  of  fedition,  or  to  fave  the  Hate 
“  from  the  effeCts  of  a  criminal  cor- 
“  refpondence  with  foreign  pow- 
u  ers/* 

This  was  centered  as  too  narrow, 
and  not  fufficiently  explicit  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty  ;  but  terefy,  if  the 
Hates  could  condefcend  to  be  be¬ 
holden  to  England  for  any  im¬ 
provement,  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  demand  the  moH  effective 
habeas  corpus  aS  that  could  be 
framed  ;  and  if  the  king  refufed  to 
comply  (which  did  not  even  admit 
of  a  fuppofition)  not  to  grant  a  fm- 
gle  fubfidy  until  he  did. 

There  was  likewife  an  article  re¬ 
commending  to  the  Hates  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  fa 
far  as  it  could  be  done  confiHently 
wdth  public  decency  and  tranquil¬ 
lity.  It  alfo  fettled  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  forms  of  the  provincial 
affemblies,  and  granted  the  fame 
advantage  to  the  commons  of  a 
double  reprefentation  in  them,  which 
they  poffeHed  in  the  prefent  general 
affembly.  But  a  number  of  articles 
were  left  unprovided  for  in  this  plan 
of  government,  and  referred  entire¬ 
ly  to  the  confideration  and  judgment 
of  the  Hates.  Of  thefe  was  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  fait  tax,  of  the  droit  de 
main  morte ,  and  a  number  of  other 
teecified  grievances,  all  of  which 
had  been  long  complained  of,  and 
were  more  or  kfs  dppreffive.  It 

concluded 
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concluded  with  an  extraordinary 
and  moid  flattering  claufe  in  favour 
of  the  public  reprefentation,  and 
which  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  crown  ever  to  encroach  upon  its 
rights,  or  to  break  through  its  a 61s. 
'Ibis  was,' that  none  of  the  laws 
that  fhouid  be  eftablifhed  in  the  pre- 
fient  fcates  general  could  ever  be 
altered,  but  by  the  free  condnt  of 
future  ftates  general,  and  that  they 
fnould  be  confidered  as  equally  fa- 
cred  with  all  other  national  proper¬ 
ties. 

Whatever  imperfe61ions  this 
fbheme  of  government  poffeded, 
whatever  objedtions  fome  of  the 
parts  were  perhaps  liable  to,  and 
whatever  deficiencies  certainly  re¬ 
mained  to  be  fupplied  in  others, 
what  human  fagacity  could  at  any 
time  for  two  centuries  have  reached 
to  the  conception,  that  fuch  a  con¬ 
firm  tion,  and  fuch  fecurities  to  their 
freedom,  would  have  been  offered 
by  a  French  king  to  his  fubjedts  ? 
and  how  much  lefs  dill,  that  the  of¬ 
fer  fhouid  be  rejedted  with  contempt 
by  that  nation  \ 

We  have,  however,  hitherto  o- 
mitted  taking  notice  of  thofe  obnox¬ 
ious  articles,  which  ferved  more  par¬ 
ticularly  to  poifon  the  minds  of  the 
commons  againd  this  conduction. 
Thefe  reached  to  fome  regulation 

O 

of  the  relative  didindl  limits  of  the 
refpedtive  orders,  to  a  declaration 
what  the  representative  body  ought 
to  be,  and  to  a  condemnation  of  the 
late  decree  of  the  commons.  The 
purport  of  this  clauie  may  be  col- 
ledted  from  the  following  words  : — 
The  king  wills,  that  the  ancient 
diftindlion  of  the  three  orders  fhouid 
be  predrved  entire,  as  edentially 
tonne  died  with  the  conditution  ; 
an  i  that  the  deputies  freely  eddied 
by  each  of  the  thrse  orders,  form¬ 


ing  three  chambers,  deliberating  by 
orders,  but  having  a  right,  with  the 
fovereign’s  approbation,  to  agres 
on  deliberations  in  common,  can 
alone  be  confidered  as  the  repre- 
fentafive  body  of  the  nation  ;  con- 
lequently  the  king  declares  null  the 
deliberations  taken  by  the  deputies 
of  the  third  edate  of  the  \  7th  of 
this  month,  as  well  as  all  others 
that  may  have  followed  it,  as  illegal 
and  unconjlitutianal . 5  ’ 

Another  article  condemned  and 
annulled  all  redridlions  expreded  in 
their  writs  of  return,  which,  de¬ 
priving  the  deputies  of  their  free 
agency,  tied  them  down  from  con¬ 
forming  to  fuch  modes  of  delibera¬ 
tion  as  the  three  orders  fhouid  ap¬ 
prove  to  determine.  This  article 
was  farther  confirmed  by  an  enadl- 
ing  claufe,  that  in  all  future  dates 
general,  the  conftituents  fhouid  only 
give  injlruoiion y  but  not  commands . 

This  article  adedled  the  nobles 
principally,  and  was  chiefly  diredled 
to  them,  for  that  order,  much  more 
than  either  of  the  others,  had  gone 
into  the  pradtice  of  binding  their 
deputies. 

Another  article  prohibited,  for 
the  fake  of  good  order,  of  decency, 
and  of  the  freedom  of  deliberating 
and  voting,  that  any  f peculators 
fhouid  in  future  be  permitted  to  af- 
fid  at  the  deliberations  of  the  dates. 

No  redridtion  was  ever  more  ab- 
folutely  necedary,  nor  none  more 
exceedingly  unpopular,  than  this  ; 
the  clamorous,  fcandalous,  and  dar¬ 
ing  behaviour  of  the  fpedlators,  had 
from  the  beginning  gone  beyond  all 
bounds  of  order  and  decorum  ;  and 
the'  enormity  continued  every  day 
to  increafe,  until  at  length  no  mem¬ 
ber  could  venture  to  fpeak  or  vote 
according  to  his  opinion,  if  in  that 
he  cjidcrcd  from  the  crowd  with 
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whom  he  was  furrounded,  without 
enduring  the  grofleft  abufe  and  mod: 
daring  menace  upon  the  fpot,  and 
encountering  imminent  danger  to  his 
perfon  and  life  afterwards.  But  the 
popular  leaders  of  the  commons 
knew  too  well  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  having  fuch  a  crowd- 

o 

ed  ftminary  of  fadion  immediately 
at  their  call  and  command,  as  well 
as  their  ufefulnefs  in  immediately 
dilfeminating  through  the  capital  all 
the  novel  and  bold  aflertions  and 
dodrines,  which  they  either  gather¬ 
ed  from  the  moll  violent  harangues 
in  the  aflembly,  or  which  fprung 
from  their  own  factious  and  turbu¬ 
lent  difpohtion,  to  rifque,  on  any 
account,  the  lofs  of  fuch  faithful 
auxiliaries,  who  immediately  direct¬ 
ed  the  fentiments  of  near  a  million 
of  people,  but  the  influence  of 
whofe  opinions  and  condud  extend¬ 
ed  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  king  exhorted  the  ftates  in 
ftrong  and  pathetic  terms,  that,  for 
the  falvation  of  the  Hate,  the  three 
orders  fliould  unite  during  the  pre- 
fent  ftates  general,  and  deliberate 
in  common  upon  affairs  of  general 
utility,  but  excepting  from  thefe 
common  deliberations  the  diftind 
rights  of  the  three  orders,  the  feu¬ 
dal  properties,  the  honorary  prero¬ 
gatives  of  each  order,  and  all  fuch 
regulations  as  affedted  religion  or 
the  difeipline  of  the  clergy  ;  *  hat, 
on  thefe  points,  the  refpedtive  fepa- 
rate  content  of  the  nobles  and  cler¬ 
gy  fliould  ftill  be  necefiary. 

But  the  procrallination  of  the 
king’s  miniflers,  and  the  divifloos  in 
his  councils,  had  fuffered  that  fea- 
fon  to  elapfe,  in  which  any  plan 
of  government  fandtioned  by  him 
could  meet  with  a  temperate  dif- 
cufliom  The  folly  and  violence 
which  accompanied  the  introdudion 
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of  the  royal  feflion  had  likewife 
foured  the  minds  of  men  in  fuch  a 
degree,  that  they  could  „not  now 
think  favourably  of  any  propofal 
coming  from  the  fovereign.  Some 
of  the  expreflions  ufed  in  enforcing 
the  different  articles  were,  bdides, 
in  a  more  harfli  and  arbitrary  tone 
than  the  prefent  temper  would  ad¬ 
mit,  and  afforded  occafion  for  a 
farcalm,  that  the  king  wanted  to 
convert  the  Hates  general  into  a  bed 
of  jujlice.  Nor  could  any  body  at 
all  acquainted  with  mankind  now 
expedf,  that  the  commons,  in  their 
prefent  plenitude  of  power,  would 
relinquifli  the  fweets  of  that  felf- 
conftituted  fovereignty  which  they 
had  fo  newly  begun  to  exefeife, 
and  in  a  few  days  confent  to  refeind 
their  firft  great  and  public  difplay 
of  it. 

The  commons  liflened  in  fullen 
filence  while  the  plan  was  reading; 
and  as  foon  as  the  king  departed 
abfolutely  refufed  to  break  up  their 
feflion.  Mirabeau,  who  through 
fome  ads  and  fome  fufpicions  had 
nearly  loft  his  popularity,  had  the 
fortune  upon  this  occafion  to  reco¬ 
ver  it  with  increafe,  by  the  impe- 
tuofity  with  wh:ch  he  told  the  king’s 
attendants,  that  nothing  but  the 
points  of  bayonets  fliould  force  them 
out  of  their  chamber.  The  com¬ 
mons  palled  a  decree  before  they 
parted,  declaring  the  perfons  of  all 
their  members  inviolable. 

The  populace  of  Verfailles  be¬ 
came  fo  outrageous  on  behalf  of 
the  commpns,  that  the  prefence  of 
M.  Neckar  could  alone  reftrain  the 
fury  of  their  fedition.  He  had  not 
afliffed  at  the  royal  feflion  ;  it  was 
known  that  the  plan  of  government 
propoled  was  not  in  all  things 
fuited  to  his  liking  ;  and  it  was 
eafy  to  fuppofe  that  it  might  not  in 

any 
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$ny ;  to  thele  was  added  a  rumour 
that  he  intended  to  retire  from  ad- 
miniif ration,  which  was  attributed 
to  that  inflexible  integrity  which 
would  not  permit  him  to  participate 
in  meafures  that  were  inimical  to 
the  interefls  of  the  people.  All 
thefe  circumftances  concurred  in 
.rendering  him  more  than  ever  the 
idol  of  the  populace  ;  they  furround- 
ed,  embraced,  and  followed  him  in 
crowds,  while  he,  overpowered  by 
the  vain  incenfe  of  popular  applaufe, 
exclaimed,  in  a  mixed  rapture  of 
gratitude  and  fel f-approbation,  that 
he  never  would  forfake  them  ! 
while  the  king  perceived  that  he 
could  not  be  in  fafety,  without 
finding  means  to  perfuade  the  mob 
that  he  had  not  quarrelled  with  his 
minifter.  But  the  time  was  faft 
approaching,  which  would  render 
this  only  a  trivial  mortification. 

The  ferment  at  Verfailles  was 
nothing  compared  with  that  which 
prevailed  at  Paris,  which  had  been 
increahng,  with  more  or  lefs  rapidi¬ 
ty,  ever  lince  the  beginning  of  May, 
in  proportion  as  the  nobles,  and 
afterwards  the  court,  attempted  in 
any  degree  to  oppofe  or  controul 
the  pretentions  of  the  commons. 
The  people  were  far  from  being  left 
to  their  free  agency  in  this  refpedl ; 
for  the  pains  were  infinite,  and  the 
indufiry  unceafing,  which  were  ufed 
to  prejudice  and  inflame  them,  and 
to  operate  with  the  fulled;  effebt  up¬ 
on  their  moll  dangerous  paffions. 
The  iifh- women  of  Paris,  (called  les 
prtiffa?des r  and  foraetimes  les  dames 
de  la  bade)  had  from  time  imme¬ 
morial  afiumed  the  privilege  of  be¬ 
ing  the  leaders  of  all  political  mobs; 
on  which  occahons  their  fex,  how¬ 
ever  difguifod  or  degraded,  fcreened 
them  from  numy  mifchiefs,  punifh- 
meiits,  and  dangers,  to  which  their 


fellow  rioters  of  the  mafculine  gen¬ 
der,  if  they  had  adted  an  equal  part, 
mud  have  been  inevitably  expofed. 
It  was  impolHble  that  thefe  women, 
turbulent,  violent  and  ferocious  by 
nature  and  habit,  and  ever  accuf- 
tomed  to  wade  through  all  the  low¬ 
ed  finks  of  profligacy,  could  pafs  fo 
glorious  an  opening  to  mifchicf  as 
was  now  prefented. 

The  fex  like  wife  afforded  another 
body  of  auxiliaries,  more  inlinuat- 
ing,  and  lefs  favage  in  appearance, 
but  not  lefs  effe&ive,  and  fcarcely, 
in  adt,  lefs  bloody  and  ferocious  than 
the  former.  Thefe  were  the  cour¬ 
tezans,  whofe  numbers  in  that  capi¬ 
tal,  notwithstanding  its  known  and 
long-eftabliflied  profligacy,  exceed¬ 
ed  all  bounds  of  credibility.  But 
as  thofe  ladies  were  hired,  and  their 
fervice  paid  for  in  money,  they  were 
rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  body  of 
ufefnl  light  mercenary  troops,  than 
as  faithful  dilinte reded  allies,  like 
the  dames  du  halle ,  who  acted  pure¬ 
ly  from  principle,  through  their  in' 
nate  paflion  for  confulion  and  mif- 
chief.  The  former  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  by  any  means  flack  in  difplay- 
ing  their  zeal  and  their  talents;  and, 
independent  of  the  fervices  peculiar 
to  their  vocation,  were  highly  did 
tinguifhed  fn  fome  of  the  moil  ac¬ 
tive  and  trying  fcenes  of  violence, 
blood,  and  horror  that  fucceeded. 

The  garden  of  the  palais  royal, 
belonging  to  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
which  we  have  before  obferved  to 
have  been  a  fccne  of  great  and  con- 
flan  t  enormity,  was  now  become  the 
grand  theatre  of  popular,  or,  as  it 
may  be  called,  mob  politics.  The 
duke's  enemies  faid,  that  after  long 
being  the  fcene  of  all  the  crimes  of 
licentioufnefs,  it  was  now  become 
the  theatre  of  all  the  crimes  of  fe¬ 
rocity.  Hired  orators  were  here 

employed 
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employed  to  inflame  the  multitude 
to  every  adt  of  the  moft:  attrocious 
violence.  Each  of  thefe,  exalted 
upon  a  ftool,  chair,  or  table,  was 
furrounded  by  a  groupe  as  conflder- 
able  as  could  come  within  a  reafon- 
able  diftance  for  hearing  ;  and  was 
obliged  to  aft  as  moderator,  or  pre- 
lident,  to  prevent  the  tumultuous 
interference  of  the  eager  voices, 
which  all  wifhed  to  be  heard  at  the 
fame  time.  In  thefe  groupes  all  the 
forms  of  parliamentary  debates 
were  imitated  or  mocked  ;  violent 
refolutions  of  cenfure,  intermixed 
with  menaces  of  direct  outrage, 
were  paflfed  againft  the  princes, 
the  courtiers,  the  nobles,  and  the 
clergy  ;  nor  did  the  queen  always 
efcape.  Thefe  groups  were  fed, 
and  {fill  more  imflamed,  by  the  fre¬ 
quent  arrival  of  bulletins ,  or  notes, 
bringing  an  account  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  at  Verfailles ,  and  of  the  fpeeches 
or  expreffions  ufed  by  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  leaders  of  the  commons.  Thefe 
were  inftantly  read  to  the  crowd, 
and  heard  with  the  moft  eager  en- 
thufiafm  ;  but  if  any  man  was  fo 
foolifh  or  unfortunate  enough  to  fay 
any  thing  in  defence  of  the  court  or 
the  nobles,  or  to  exprefs  any  dis¬ 
approbation  of  the  condud  of  the 
commons,  nothing  lefs  than  the 
fwiftnefs  of  his  heels,  or  his  in¬ 
ftantly  fubmitting  to  make  a  formal 
amende  honorable ,  by  crying  alowd, 
Vive  le  tiers  etat  !  could  lave  him 
from  immediate  corporal  ill  treat¬ 
ment. 

As  it  is,  not  eafy  to  form  any  con¬ 
ception  of  the  feenes  which  were 
exhibited  at  this  time  in  thefe  gar¬ 
dens,  and  by  thefe  orators,  it  may 
not  perhaps  be  thought  entirely  in¬ 
curious  to  relate  the  particulars  of 
•rie  of  them,  which  was  dHUnguifh- 
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ed  by  fome  peculiarities  from  the 
general  clafs.  We  have  heretofore 
lliewn  that  M.  d’Efprefmenil,  by 
his  vigorous  oppolition  in  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Paris  to  the  deflgns  of 
the  late  minifter,  and  by  his  confe- 
quent  imprifonment,  had  become 
the  idol  of  the  populace.  He  had 
fince  been  eleded  by  the  nobility 
of  Paris  one  of  their  deputies  to 
theftates,  and  being  charged  as  one 
of  the  great  promoters  of  the  ob- 
■ftinacy  Ihewn  by  that  order  in  their 
conflid  with  the  commons,  not  only 
loft  his  former  popularity,  but  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  moft  odious  men 
in  the  kingdom,  particularly  with 
the  parifians.  One  of  the  orators 
in  the  palais  royal  made  a  motion 
one  day,  that  as  they  could  not  reach 
his  perfon,  they  Jhould  burn  his  houfe 
in  Parity  and  murder  his  wife  and 
children.  This  horrid  propofai  was 
received  with  fuch  marks  of  appro¬ 
bation  as  leemed  to  infure  its  adop¬ 
tion  ;  but  another  orator  thinking 
that  this  propofai  went  too  far,  and 
knowing  that  no  appeal  to  juftice  or 
humanity  could  be  of  the  fmalleft 
ufe,  mounted  the  ftool  in  turn,  and 
harangued  the  mod  in  the  following 
terms  :  “  Gentlemen,  you  may  af- 
“  fin  e  yourfelves  that  the  fcheme  of 
“  revenge  now  propofed  would  be 
“  no  punifhment  to  the  offender  ; 
“  for  his  houfe  and  furniture  be- 
“  long  to  the  landlord  ;  his  wife 
“  belongs  to  the  public  and  his 
“  children  may,  perpaps,  belong 
u  to  fome  of  yourfelves/* 

This  fcondalous  and  brutal  jeft, 
and  as  falfe  in  every  fenfe  as  it  was 
brutal,  was,  however,  fo  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  fuitthe  capacity  and  tafte 
of  his  auditors,  that  it  produced  the 
efFedl  intended  by  the  orator  :  the 
mod  laughed,  their  rage  evaporated 

in 
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in  the  clumfy  jell,  and  M.  d’Efpref-  guifed  flavery  At  the  fame  tjm€ 
menil’s  houfe  and  family  were  all  things  were  fubmitting  to  the' 
laved.  powers  in  being ;  and  the  arch-* 

Thus  were  the  Parifians  gradual-  bifhop  of  Paris,  terrified  by  the 
ly  trained  to  defy  all  laws,  to  laugh  dangers  he  had  already  undergone,’ 
at  all  fubordination,  and  to  con-  and  Hill  more  by  thofe  which  he  had 
template  the  molt  inhuman  cruelties  yet  to  apprehend  from  the  dreadful 
■without  horror.  It  was  at  the  fame  ferocity  of  the  populace,  appeared 
time  aftonifhing  to  all  who  confider-  in  the  national  affembly,  accompa- 
ed  the  natural  temper  of  the  na-  nied  by  the  minority  of  the  clergy* 
tion,  to  behold  the  patience  and  in-  where  they  jointly  withdrew  their 
flexible  perfeverance  with  which  common  prote.ft. 
thefe  groupes  of  politicians  in  the  On  the  24th  of  Jnne,  the  count' 
jjalais  royale,  endured  all  the  rigours  de  Clermont  Tonnere -moved,  that 
*>{ a  burning  fun,  and  refilled  all  the  nobles  fnould  unite  with  the 
the  calls  of  nature  from  morning  commons  5  and  was  ably  feeonded 
till  night,  partly  in  liftening  to  thefe  by  M.  de  Laliy  Tollendal.  They 
orators,  and  partly  in  difplaying  both  difplayed  no  common  know- 
their  own  knowledge  and  ability  in  ledge  of  government,,  and  fhewed 
affairs  of  government.  the  moil  ardent  delire  for  the  efta- 

Their  general  difpofition  to  re-  blilhment  of  one  free  and  happy, 
volt  was  now  become  fo  open  and  which  none  could  be,  unlefs  it  was 
evident,  that  M.  Neckar  found  it  at  the  fame  time  rational  and  mo- 
necehary  to  write  a  letter  to  M.  du  derate.  But  however  powerful  or 
Crofne,  giving  an  affurance  from  unanfwerable  their  arguments  might 
himfelf,  that  the  court  had  no  in-  have  been,  or  however  cogent  the 
tention  to  dilfolve  the  Hates  general,  apparent  motives,  or  even  the'  ab- 
Tor  though  Neckar  was  little  liked  folute  neceffity  of  an  immediate 
by  the  leaders  of  any  of  the  parties,  union,  the  majority  could  not  bend 
he  continued  as  dear  as  ever  to  the  to  the  humiliating  meafure  of  going 
Parifians,  who  flili  trufled  fome-  to  the  hall  of  the  commons.  They 
thing  to  his  word,  though  not  the  were,  however,  ready  to  vote  a  ge~ 
leaft  to  their  king’s.  nerai  adherence  to  the  king’s  plan  5 

The  commons  found  themfelv.es  .  '  and  If  an  equal  conformity  prevail- 
now  fo  flrong  in  the  public  fuqpqrt,  ed  on  the  other  hde,  to  unite  for  the 
that  they  affe^ed  to  treat  the  kirg’s  prefen t  (according  to  its  terms) 
fyftem  and  declaration  with  that  with  the  other  orders,  and  to  con- 
filent  contempt  which  ufually  at-  dud  the  public  bufmefs  with  them 
tends  propoials  of  fuch  infignificancC  in  common. 

as  merit  neither  conlideration  or  But  the  minority  being  tired  out 
anfwer.  The  nobles,  however,  de-  by  this  fruitlefs  obllinacy  of  their 
dared  that  they  would  adhere  to  it ;  more  numerous  brethren,  and  hav- 
but  their  adherence  came  too  late,  ing  likewife  difind  objeds  in 
and  a  plan  of  concord,  which,  if  view,  and  holding  from  the  begin- 
propofed  in  time,  might  have  been  king  principles  congenial  with  thofe 
attended  with  happy  effects,  was  held  by  the  all-conquering  party. 
Row  figmatized  as  a  plan  of  dif-  formed  a  determination  on  thaE 
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very  evening  to  unite  with  the  com- 
,  rnons.  This  they  performed 
5  *  on  the  fucceeding  day,  hav¬ 

ing  previoufly  fent  a  letter  to  their 
prefident,  the  duke  of  Luxemburgh, 
exprefling  concern  at  the  Hep  which 
neceffity  and  duty  compelled  them 
to  take. 

But  in  two  days  after  the  king 
fent  a  preffing  exhortation  to  the 
folitary  majority  of  the  nobles  to 
unite  with  the  other  orders,  and 
thereby  haften  the  accomplifhment 
of  his  paternal  views.  A  long  and 
violent  debate  took  place,  in  which 
the  duke  of  Luxemburgh  read  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  count  d’Artois,  inti¬ 
mating  that  the  king's  perfon  might 
be  expofed  to  imminent  danger 
if  the  popular  fury  was  rouzed  by 
their  refufal.  It  was  lingular  upon 
this  occafion,  that  M.  de  Cazales, 
who  has  lince  been  one  of  the  moft 
conftant,  ftrenuous,  and  determined, 
as  well  as  the  mod:  able  oppofers  of 
the  violent  meafures  purfued  by  the 
commons,  yet  at  this  time  cried  out 
with  a  me  ld  energetic  voice,  that, 
“  The  conditution  of  the  monarchy 
tf  is  more  facred  than  the  monarch." 
A  driking  indance  how  little  the 
nobility  were  inclined  to  fupport  or 
renew  the  former  defpotic  govern¬ 
ment.  The  vote  of  union 
was,  however  carried,  and 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
commons  were  acquainted  that  the 
nobles  were  coming  into  their  hall. 
— They  were  accompanied  by  the 
remaining  dididents  of  the  clergy, 
headed  by  the  cardinal  de  la  Ro- 
chefoucault.  The  commons  ufed 
thei’.  viftory  with  moderation,  and 
did  not  infult  the  vanquilhed  by 
any  marks  of  triumph,  or  difeon- 
cert  them  by  ill-timed  applaufe. 
Both  the  duke  of  Luxemburgh  and 


the  cardinal  were  nice  in  their 
fpeeches,  in  endeavouring  to  pre- 
ferve  the  point  of  honour,  by  de¬ 
claring  that  refpedt  to  the  king  was- 
the  principal  caufe  which  induced 
them  to  this  meafure. 

Public  rejoicings  and  illumina¬ 
tions  took  place  upon  this  union  of 
the  orders,  and  the  people  fondly 
thought  that  the  happlnefs  of  the 
nation  was  now  complete.  Indeed 
there  feemed  now  at  lead  a  poflibi- 
lity  that  the  violence  of  the  con¬ 
tending  factions  might  have  been 
confiderably  allayed  only  by  a  very 
moderate  degree  of  temper  and  cpn- 
defeenfion  on  both  Tides  ;  and  if: 
concord  and  harmony  once  began  to 
generate,  however  weak  their  firfb 
appearance  might  be,  yet  the  plea- 
fure  and  advantages  which  they 
afforded,  being  immediately  per¬ 
ceived  and  felt  by  men  of  every 
party,  their  growth  might  have 
been  rapid  and  exteufive.  This  was 
the  more  to  be  hoped,  as  all  the  par¬ 
ties  and  orders  were  agreed  as  to 
the  one  main  and  great  objedi,  that 
of  refraining  and  curing  the  defpo- 
tifin  of  the  ancient  government,  the 
only  apparent  differences  between 
them  relating  to  the  means  which 
were  to  be  adopted,  and  the  extent 
to  which  it  might  be  proper  to 
carry  the  reform.  This  concord 
was  the  more  to  be  hoped,  as  it  was 
reafonably  to  be  expected  that  the 
prefence  of  fo  great  a  body  of  the 
principal,  moil  experienced,  and 
moft  learned  gentlemen  and  clergy 
in  the  kingdom,  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  no  froall  efteft  in  retraining 


the  intemperate  failies  of  the  violent 
republicans  and  democrats,  who  it. 
was  well  to  be  fuppofed  might  feel 
themfelves  fomewhat  over-awed  in 
fuch  company,  or  at  leaf!  more 

guarded 
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guarded  in  their  expreffions  and 
conduct  in  the  prefence  of  iuch 
judges  of  both. 

This  flattering  view  of  things 
was,  however,  obfcured  by  the  re¬ 
flexion,  that  a  forced  reconciliati¬ 
on  is  as  feldotn  tailing  as  fincere  ! 
Clouds  were  Hill  gathering  in  the 
horizon  :  ccncord  would  have  limit¬ 
ed  the  views,  and  confequently  could 
not  have  been  the  objeX  of  the  fac¬ 
tious  leaders  of  the  commons  ;  the 
mal-contents  in  all  the  orders  were 
difpofed  to  conlider  their  prefent 
union  merely  as  a  temporary  expe¬ 
dient,  but  as  no  fixed  and  perma¬ 
nent  conftitution  of  the  Hate  ;  while 
fome,  perhaps,  queftioned  the  vali¬ 
dity  of  their  aXs  under  fuch  a  form. 
Many  of  the  nobles,  who  thought 
themfelves  bound  by  the  ralh  oath 
they  had  taken,  affifted  at  the  de¬ 
bates  without  voting  ;  the  more 
fcrupulous  among  them  holding, 
that  no  authority  could  releafe  them 
from  that  oath,  lefs  than  that  of 
their  conftituents  who  impofed  it. 
And  fome  meetings  of  the  Idler 
nobility,  or  gentilhommes  in  the  pro¬ 
vince,  either  excited,  or  were  pre¬ 
tended  to  excite,  fome  alarm  in  the 
commons. 

Thefe  caufes  might,  it  is  true, 
have  foon  ceafed  to  operate,  or  their 
effeX  have  been  fo  far  mitigated  as 
to  prevent  any  violent  diforder,  if 
that  fatality,  which  feemed,  blind¬ 
folded  and  uncontrouled,  to  govern 
all  things  in  France,  had  not  def- 
tined  the  court  to  the  purfuit  of 
thofe  imprudent,  dangerous,  rafh, 
and  ill-conduXed  meafures,  which, 
if  they  did  not  abfolutely  give  birth 
to,  at  leafl  afforded  occafion  for  all 
the  unparalleled  fcenes  that  fol¬ 
lowed.  Troops  from  all  pans  of 
the  kingdom  began  to  move  to¬ 


wards  the  capital,  as  to  a  corhmori 
centre  ;  all  parties  were  perhaps 
equally  alarmed  but  the  alarm 
having  revived  their  former  animo- 
fities  and  diflrufls,  and  their  minds 
being  mutually  foured,  they  be¬ 
held  each  other  with  fufpicion  and 
hatred. 

It  is  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  in 
many  cafes,  to  difcover  the  exaX 
truth,  and  the  violence  of  con¬ 
tending  faXions.  Experience  too 
fadly  fhews,  that  even  the  facred 
bonds  of  oaths,  though  fanXified  by 
an  appeal  to  the  Almighty  Author 
of  all  things,  are  far  from  affording 
fee  unity  againil  error  and  impolition 
in  fuch  cafes.  The  prefent  extra¬ 
ordinary  movements  of  the  court, 
and  its  fudden  and  unexpeXed  adop¬ 
tion  of  violent  meafures,  after  fo  long 
a  courfe,  chequered  with  heiitation, 
weaknefs,  and  timidity,  have  as  yet 
afforded  no  means  of  developing 
the  fecret  caufes  which  led  to  fo 
immediate  a  change  of  fyftem. 
The  popular  party  aflert,  that  the 
triumvirate  of  princes,  with  all 
the  miniflers  who  were  under  their 
direXion,  and  the  court  in  general, 
had  from  the  beginning  determii^d, 
at  a  certain  period  or  crifis  of  af\ 
fairs,  to  diiTolve  the  Hates  by  the 
affiffance  of  the  army,  (which  they 
faid  had  been  long  preparing  for 
the  purpofe)  and  then  to  re-eftab- 
lifli  the  monarchy,  not  only  in  its 
former,  but  in  a  ilate  of  more  abfo- 
lute  defpotifm,  than  it  had  ever  be¬ 
fore  poflefled. — On  the  other  fide, 
the  friends  of  the  court  aflert,  with 
a  pofitivenefs  not  to  be  fhaken,  that 
the  democrats  had  formed  and  di- 
gefted  a  regular  plan  for  overturn¬ 
ing  the  monarchy  by  force,  and  the 
eflabliihment  of  a  republican  govern¬ 
ment,  unlefs  the  Hates  would  take 
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the  trouble  off  their  hands  by  doing 
both  for  them  ;  that  the  court  be- 
in<*  well  informed  of  their  inten- 

O 

tions,  and  in  poffeffion  of  their 
whole  plan  of  operation,  were  of 
neceffity  obliged,  in  conformity  with 
all  laws,  human  and  divine,  to  have 
recourfe  to  fuch  means  of  felf-de- 
fence  and  prefervation  as  Provi¬ 
dence  had  placed  in  their  hands. 

However  thefe  matters  were,  it 
is  certain  that  the  ftates-general, 
lince  their  late  union,  had  not  been 
guilty  of  any  ad,  nor  had  not  even 
afforded  any  indication  of  defign3 
or  difpofitions,  which  could,  at  all 
juftify  the  king  in  diffolving  them, 
much  lefs  in  his  proceeding  to  that 
la(l  extremity  of  forcing  their  diffo- 
lution  by  an  armed  force  ;  a  mea- 
fure  which,  in  the  prefent  Hate  of 
affairs,  and  temper  of  the  nation, 
mud,  with  all  the  certainty  of  any 
mathematical  axiom,  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  mod  furious,  general,  and 
bloody  civil  war.  On  the  contrary, 
affairs  began  to  go  on  more  fmoothly 
in  the  united  affembly  of  the  dates 
than  could  have  been  yet  well  ex¬ 
pected.  They  had  already  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  prepare 
materials  for  the  new  conditution  ; 
and  Monfrs.  Lally  Tolendal,  and 
Mounier,  two  of  the  mod  able  and 
temperate  leaders  of  the  moderate 
party,  were  of  this  committee.  It 
is  true,  they  have  fince  owned  that 
they  had  heard  with  great  uneafi- 
nefs  fome  of  its  members  develope 
fo  abdrad  and  metaphyfical  a  fyf- 
tem  of  liberty,  that  it  appeared 
more  calculated  to  confound  and 
didraCt  fociety  than  to  render  the 
focial  date  eafy  or  happy;  theyTaid 
they  were  particularly  {hocked  at 
hearing  one  man  fay,  “  That  the 
“  king’s  fandion  was  not  neceffary 
“  to  laws  but  notwithdang  this 
You.  XXXI. 


perverfity  of  fentiment,  which  they 
obferved  in  fome  individuals,  they 
had  conceived  drong  hopes  that 
they  Ihould  bring  over  the  majority 
of  the  committee  to  their  own  way 
of  thinking, — In  the  fame  fmooth 
courfe  of  adion,  upon  the  commitee 
of  verification  having  pronounced 
M.  Malouet’s  election  for  Auvergne 
to  be  void,  and  people  generally 
confidering  it  to  be  merely  an  aCt  of 
party  violence,  and  that  the  mild 
invitation  which  he  had  propofed 
to  the  clergy  and  nobles,  on  the 
1 6th  of  May,  was  the  only  flaw  in 
his  writ,  the  affembly  took  up  the 
buflnefs  with  fuch  temper,  that  al¬ 
though  Malouetc  was  equally  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  republican  leaders, 
and  to  the  violent  aridocrates,  they 
over-ruled,  by  a  great  majority,  the 
vote  of  the  committee,  and  con¬ 
firmed  his  election  ;  a  decifion 
which  afforded  the  greated  joy  to 
good  and  temperate  men,  who 
hailed  it  as  a  happy  omen  of  return¬ 
ing  moderation  and  temper. 

It  was  not,  however,  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  confidering  the  licence 
which  had  already  prevailed  among 
the  commons,  but  that  fome  of  the 
rafli  and  fiery  fpirits  among  them 
would,  in  the  warmth  of  debate, 
dill  ufe  intemperate,  difrefpeCtful, 
or  even  violent  language,  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  crown,  its  functions,  or 
the  exercife  of  them  ;  nor  will  it  be 
any  furprife  that  perfons  were  never 
wanting  to  convey  fuch  tales,  with 
aggravation,  to  the  ears  of  the  fo- 
vereign,  and  thereby  contribute  to 
keep  him  in  a  conflant  date  of 
doubt  and  alarm.  But  the  transac¬ 
tion  in  Paris  only,  where  the  fer¬ 
ment  of  the  people  was  drawing 
did  to  a  crifis,  which  every  common 
obferver  faw  mud  be  attended  with 
dangerous  confequences,  were  fully 
[*^]  fufncieat 
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fufficient  to  agitate  and  unfetde  a 
mind  of  a  firmer  texture  and  lefs 
irrefolute  nature  than  that  poileded 
by  the  fovereign  feems  to  be,  and 
could  not  but  difpofe  him  to  liften, 
on  principles  of  felf-prefervation, 
to  the  violent  councils  which*  were 
now  adminiliered. 

The  French  guards  had  been  fo 
long  Rationed  to  preferred  order  in 
Paris,  that  by  degrees  their  inti¬ 
macy  with  the  inhabitants  became 
fo  dole,  that  it  led  them  to  imbibe 
all  their  political  opinions.  Among 
thefe  was  the  new  dodrine,  which, 
was  taught  with  unceafing  applica¬ 
tion-  and  energy,  that  foldiers  being 
citizens  like  other  men,  were  to 
confider  their  duties  as  finch  to  be 
paramount  to  all  others ;  that  hav¬ 
ing  an  equal  intereff  with  their 
brethren  in  whatever  related  to  the 
public,  they  were  to  judge  for 
themfelves  on  all  qu  eft  ions  of  go¬ 
vernment ;  ancf,  above  all  things, 
that  nothing  could  be  a  greater  or 
more  paricidal  crime  than  to  obey 
any  orders  for  firing  upon  their  fel¬ 
low  citizens,,  in  the  exercife  oi  fup- 
port  of  their  rights.  Thefe  guards 
had  a  little  before  been  highly  un¬ 
popular,  on  account  of  fome  execu¬ 
tions  which  we  had  feen  they  made 
in  fome  cafes  of  former  riots  ;  but 
things  were  now  fib  totally  changed 
on  both  fides,  that  the  populace 
feemed  to  adore  the  foldiers,,  and  the 
latter  feemed  ready  to  go  even  be. 
yond.them  in  any  act  of  violence. 

This  conversion  was  not,  how* 
ever,  entirely  traded  to  arguments 
£>r  doctrines  ;  more  effectual  means 
were  employed.  Wine,  women, 
and  gold,  the  three  moil  powerful 
agents'  for  debauching  a  foldiery, 
were  unfparingly  applied  for  the 
pibrpofe  by  the  factious  citizens. 
Theccflidud  of  the  foldiers  became 
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fo  licentious  and  daring,  that  their 
commanders  found  it  necelfary  to 
confine  them  in  their  barracks  ;  but 
all  fenfe  of  fubordination  and  of 
military  difeipline  wasfo  totally  era¬ 
dicated,  that  on  the  25th  and  26th 
of  June  they  left  their  baracks  by 
hundreds  at  a  time,  came  to  the 
palais  royal,  where  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  greateft  joy  by  the 
multitude  ;  and  while  they  were' 
feafted  and-  entertained  with  plenty 
of  wine,,  money,  and  even  bank 
notes  (billets  de  caijfe J  were  pro* 
fufely  di  ftributed  among!!:  them.  In 
the  mean  time  the  ftreets  and  gar¬ 
den  refounded  with  popular  bal¬ 
lads,  made  on  purpofe  to  encourage 
and  inflame  the  foldiery.  It  will  be 
thought  no  wonder  then  that  on  this 
occafion  they  fhould  join  the  crowd, 
and  even,  enter  into  a  competition 
with  them,  in  the  loudnefs  and 
eagemefts  of  their  huzzaing  for  the 
third  eftrate*. 

For  thefe  and  fimilar  ads  of  dif- 
obedience  and  contempt  of  orders,, 
eleven  of  the  moft  daring  and  re- 
fradory  foldiers  were  committed  to 
the  prifons  of  the  Abbaye  de  Stv 
Germain,,  preparatory  to  their  trial4 
by  a  court  martial.  On-  the  30th 
of  June,  a  letter  was  read  aloud  in 
the  garden  of  the  palais  royal,  in¬ 
viting  the  people  to  the  deliverance 
of  thele  brave  men,  who  were  buf¬ 
fering  in  their  caufe;  This  pro¬ 
duced  its  immediate  effect.  The 
people  flew  in  crowds  to  the  prifon, 
forced  the  gates,  removed  the  pri- 
foners  to  the  Hotel  de  Geneve  ; 
where,  along  with  bein-g  well  lodged 
and  entertained,  they  were  loaded 
with  prefects.  The  next  day  a  de¬ 
putation  of  young  Pariiians  waited' 
on  the  national  aflembly,  requiring 
from  them  the  free  difcliarge  of  the 
pri loners-;  and  this  demand  was 

made 
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made  in  terms  which  ffiewed  that 
they  conhdered  the  claim  rather  as 
a  matter  ol  right  than  of  favour. 
The  affembly  felt  their  embarrafled 
fituation,  and  ent  savoured  to  extri¬ 
cate  themfelves  bv  a  kind  of  mo- 

J 

derate  temporizing  vote,  exhorting 
the  Parilians  to  tranquillity,  and  in¬ 
treating  the  king  to  clemency  with 
the  delinquents.  The  king  could 
do  nothing  but  comply;  and  thus 
was  an  end  put  to  military  difei- 
pline,  as  well  as  to  civil  government 
in  Paris. 

But  there  were  other  matters  at 
this  time,  which  reached  more  im¬ 
mediately  both  to  his  fovereignty 
and  to  his  perfonal  fafety  than  even 
the  commotions  in  Paris,  fufHcient 
to  embarrafs  and  dillract  the  mind 
of  the  fovereign,  aud  to  drive  him 
headlong,  without  leilure  for  conli- 
deration,  or  for  choofing  his  means, 
into  the  arms  of  whoever  would 
propofe  any  meafures,  however  vio¬ 
lent,  that  could  tend  to  his  deliver¬ 
ance.  It  is  charged  upon  Mirabeau 
by  two  members  of  the  alfembly, 
whofe  characters  flood  fo  high  as  to 
give  no  common  weight  to  their  tef- 
timony  *,  that,  though  they  were  of 
different  parties,  he  talked  familiar¬ 
ly,  and  without  referve,  with  them 
about  their  having  a  Louis  the 
XFlIth,  in  the  place  of  a  Louis  the 
X^tb,  as  king,  or  at  leaf!  as  lieu¬ 
tenant  general  of  the  kingdom ; 
thereby  alluding  direCtly,  and  by 
name,  to  the  firfl  prince  of  the 
blood,  with  whom  he  like  wife  faid 
he  had  converfed  upon  the  fubjcCt, 
and  that  the  prince  had  received  the 
communication  in  the  the  moll 
pleafmg  manner. 


Mounicr  (a  man,  whofe  integrity 
was  never  queftioned  by  any  party 
in  all  the  violence  of  theit  conten¬ 
tions)  has  likewife  recorded,  that 
having  mentioned  to  Mirabeau  hts 
being  exceflively  alarmed  at  the 
manoeuvres  which  were  continually 
peaCtifed  in  Paris  to  feduce  the 
troops  from  their  officers,  and  ob- 
ferving  farther  how  eafily  an  am¬ 
bitious  prince,  appearing  at  the 
head  of  a  difeontented  army,  dif- 
tributing  money  with  one  hand  and 
libels  with  the  other,  might  ufurp 
the  throne,  Mirabeau  (treating  his 
apprehenfions  with  ridicule) answer¬ 
ed,  Why  you  good  fimple  man, 
“  I  am  as  much  attached  as  you  to 
“  royalty  ;  but  what  fgnifes  <zube- 
il  ther  we  have  Louis  the  XL’lIth 
“  or  Louis  the  XVIth ,  and  why  need 
“  we  have  a  child  f  to  govern  us  ?’* 
— Mounier  does  not  deny  the  temp¬ 
tation  he  felt  to  plunge  a  dagger  in 
the  heart  of  the  man  who  could  con¬ 
ceive  fo  wicked  a-feheme. 

It  may  not  be  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  fome  part  of  the  afloniffiment 
and  terror  with  which  the  king  muff 
have  been  (truck,  when  exprdlions* 
propofals,  and  defigns  of  this  nature 
were  communicated  to  him  ;  and  it 
will  Bill  be  more  eafily  perceived* 
what  ftrong  ground  they  afforded  to 
his  brothers,  to  the  other  princes  of 
the  bloc  !,  and  to  all  thofe  who 
wiffied  to  fupport  the  monarchy  in 
his  perfon,  to  Bate  the  danger  he 
was  in,  and  to  reprefent  in  the 
BrongeB  terms  that  nothing  but  a 
total  change  of  meafures  and  go¬ 
vernment,  inppot  ted  by  a  ccurie  of 
the  moB  fpirited  exertions,  could 
orevent  ffie  crown  being  torn  from 


#  M-  M.  BergafTe  and  Duport. 

■f  The  term  Bambin,  which  Mirabeau  ufed,  may  be  underftcod  either  as  a  child 
or  an  ideot, 

[*4>]  2  his 
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liis  head  by  his  perfidious  rela¬ 
tion. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
July,  feveral  regiments  began  to 
approach  nearer  and  nearer  to  Paris 
and  Verfailles  ;  the  affembly,  not 

T  ,  ,  without  reafon,  grew 

Ju  y  icti.  jea]ous  2t  t]-,efe  move¬ 
ments,  and  accordingly  prefented  a 
veryfpirited  remonftrance  (in  which 
all  parties  joined)  to  the  king  on 
the  fubjeCf.  The  king  gave  for 
anfwer,  that  he  had  no  other  mo¬ 
tive  for  his  con  dud',  than  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  eftablilhing  and  maintain¬ 
ing  good  order  in  Paris ;  a  neceffity 
which  was  obvious  to  every  body, 
He  then  propofed  to  transfer  the 
affembly  to  Noyon  or  Soifions  $  in 
which  cafe  he  would  remove  the 
court,  and  follow  them  himfelf  to 
Compeigne.  Several  leading  mf  Ha¬ 
bers  of  the  more  moderate  par  ies 
were  fatisfied  with  this  propofal, 
and  willing  to  agree  to  it :  but  the 
determined  leaders  oF  the  popular 
lide,  whofe  views  extended  farther, 
were  too  well  aware  of  the  ftrength 
and  fupport  which  they  derived 
grom  the  vicinity  of  the  capital, 
to  liften  to  it,  Mirabeau  con¬ 
demned  it  with  his  ufual  intem¬ 
perance,  and  the  propofal  was  re¬ 
jected. 

Although  an  entire  change  of 
meafures  was  now  vifibly  deter¬ 
mined  on  by  the  ♦court,  yet  it  has 
never  been  clearly  developed  what 
fyftem  they  had  adopted,  nor  to 
what  extent  the  change  of  meafures 
was  intended  to  be  carried.  Here, 
as  in  other  cafes,  the  violence  of 
party  throws  every  thing  into  ob- 
fcurity,  The  popular  writers  and 
declaimers  defcribe  it  as  one  of  the 
moft  perfidious:  and  bloody  plots 
that  ever  was  formed ;  and  which, 
if  carried  into  execution,  would  have 


rivalled  and  renewed  all  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  the  mafiacre  on  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew’s  day.  They  icprefent, 
that  50,000  men,,  ioo  pieces  of 
cannon,  an  army^of  banditti,  and 
fix  princes,  were  to  have  pulled 
down  the  fanCtuary  of  liberty  on 
its  minifiers  heads,  and  to  have 
overturned  the  French  empire  ; 
that  the  national  afiembly  would 
have  been  difperfed,  its  resolutions 
declared  feditious,  its  members  pro¬ 
scribed,  the  palais  royal,  and  the 
houfes  of  all  patriots,  given  up  to 
plunder,  while  the  electors  and  their 
deputies  were  given  up  to  exeett* 
tion.  The  glaring  inconfifiencies 
in  thefe  feveral  punifiiments  arc  fo 
obvious,  as  fcarcely  to  require  ob- 
fervation.  Some  difficulty  might  ap¬ 
pear  in  difperfing  a  body  of  men 
who  were  buried  under  the  weight 
of  an  enormous  building  ;  and,  on 
the  fuppofition  of  a  refurreCtion,  it 
might  appear  entirely  needlefs  to 
proferibe  men  who  were  given  up 
to  execution. 

The  hifiorian  of  the  revolution 
however,  finilhes  his  picture  in  the 


following  manner :  u  This  is  the 


u 


( l 


horrible  tiffue  of  crimes  aad  af- 
faffinations,  which  a  troop  of  viU 
<c  lains  and  infamous  women y  me¬ 
ditated  with  barbarous  joy  .  in  the 
tumult  of  their  execrable  orgies,” 
— It  is  furely  curious  to  obferve, 
that  none  of  the  enormities  here 
deferibed  ever  took  place,  even  in  a 
finale  infiance,  on  the  fide  of  the 

o  t 

court  ;  and  that  all  the  crimes  and 
afiafiinations  here  charged  upon 
troops  of  villains  and  infamous  wo¬ 
men,  were  not  only  fully  realized, 
but  brought  into  daily  and  continual 
praClice  on  the  popular  fide,  by  the 
two  numerous  orders  thus  fpecified, 
with  both  of  whom  it  is  probable  that 
Paris  at  this  period  abounded  far 

beyond 
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beyond  any  other  city  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  Indeed  the  indifference,  and 
in  feme  cales  the  complacency, 
with  which  the  national  affembly 
received  and  heard  details  of  the 
horrid  cruelties  and  murders  com* 
mitted  by  thefe  two  orders,  afford 
too  much  room  for  fuppofing  that 
they  confidered  them  as  very  ne- 
ceffary  and  effential  arms  of  their 
power. 

It  may  not  now  be  unneceffary 
to  fhew  what  effeft  this  fudden 
change  of  fyffem  in  the  court  had 
upon  moderate  men  of  different  par¬ 
ties,  and  what  confequences  they 
expected  or  apprehended  from  it, 
fo  far  as  thefe  can  be  drawn  from 
their  fubfequent  writings  or  decla¬ 
rations.;  which,  perhaps,  may  be  the 
more  worthy  of  reliance,  as  fome  of 
them  had  previoufly  entirely  quitted 
the  feeneof  adlion,  and  retired  from 
all  participation  in  public  affairs; 
* — They  generally  regretted  that  the 
kin  o’s  confidence  fhould  have  been 

O 

furprized  by  hafty  and  raff  councils,, 
into  a  departure  from  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  moderation  and  equani¬ 
mity,  which  were  the  leading  traits 
of  his  character ;  and  they  con¬ 
demned  this  departure  the  more,  as 
they  did  not  think  the  prefent  ffate 
of  things  required  any  affumption 
of  violence.  They  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  without  apprehenfions,  that 
the  baniffment  of  M.  Neckar,  the 
minifler  who  was  the  avowed  friend 
of  liberty,  augured  fome  defigns 
hoftile  to  liberty  itfelf.  On  that 
idea  they  conceived  that  the  troops 
had  been  affembled,  partly  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  explofion  which  the  de¬ 
parture  of  that  popular  minifler  was 
likely  to  occafion,  and  partly  to  en¬ 
able  the  king  to  carry  into  execu¬ 
tion  the  new  conflitution  held  out  in 
his  declaration  of  the  23d  of  Juue, 


Under  this  perfuafion,  they  ex¬ 
pelled  that  the  king  in  perfon 
would  require  the  {bates  to  ratify 
that  declaration  ?  that  if  they  con- 
fented  (which  was  not  probable) 
the  king  would  be  fatisfied,  nothing 
farther  attempted  on  his  fide,  and 
every  thing  go  on  in  its  ufual  way  ; 
but  if  the  ftates  did  not  confent, 
they  doubted  not  but  the  king 
would  be  perfuaded,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  his  prefent  councils,  to 
proceed  to  the  extremity  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  diffolve  the  affembly. 
As  men  of  all  parties  were  equally 
determined  not  to  fubmit  to  a  diff 
folution.,  on  the  flrong  ground  of  the 
conflitution,  which  was  the  olyjedl 
of  their  affembling,  not  being  yet 
eflabliffed,  and  that  the  right  to 
diffolve  them  could  only  exifl  in 
that  conflitution,  they  imagined  they 
forefaw,  in  the  difeuffon  of  that  fub- 
je«fl,  all  the  evils  or  dangers  which 
they  apprehended  from  the  prefent 
defigns  of  the  court,  or  movement 
of  the  troops  ;  for  they  did  not  ho,ld 
it  improbable,  or  at  leaff  they 
dreaded,  that  the  king  might  then 
be  induced  to  attempt  diffolving 
them  by  his  own  authority  ;  and 
that  the  military  might  then  be 
called  in  to  fupprefs  thofe  tumults, 
which,  in  the  prefent  temper  of  the 
people,  their  forced  feparation  muff 
inevitably  occafion. 

Thefe  were  the  greatefl  evils  or 
dangers  which  moderate  men  ap¬ 
prehended  from  the  prefent  change 
of  fyflem  in  the  court.  But  even 
in  this  worfl  ffate  of  things,  and 
fuppofing  the  forced  dn'folution  to 
take  place,  although  they  trembled 
at  the  idea  of  an  a6l  of  power  and 
violence  fo  di {graceful  both  to  the 
government  and  country,  yet  they 
confokd  themfelves  under  the  cer¬ 
tainty  they  fully  poffcffed,  that  the 

,  king 
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king  cuuld  then  have  no  other  re¬ 
fuge  but  that  of  immediately  fum- 
moning  another  meeting  of  the 
ftates,  as  it  would  be  otherwife  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  manage  or  fettle 
the  diforders  of  the  nation,  or  to 
conduct  the  government  in  any  man¬ 
ner.  As  to  the  pretended  plots 
which  were  laid  to  bedifcovered,and 
the  details  of  them  propagated  with 
fo  much  induftry,  fuch  as  the  block¬ 
ade  of  the  city  of  Paris,  the  ftarv- 
ing  or  madacre  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  overturning  that  capital  from  its 
foundations,  with  the  long  lifts  of 
deputies  to  the  ftates  who  were  to 
be  feized  or  executed ;  all  thefe, 
with  others  of  the  fame  character, 
"would  have  been  treated  by  fuch 
men  only  with  ridicule,  if  the  wick- 
ednefs  of  the  defigns  which  they 
faw  they  covered  had  not  excited 
their  utmoft  indignation.  They  de¬ 
clared  their  firm  opinion,  that  no 
perfons  in  the  afiembly  were  more 
thoroughly  convinced  of  their  falfe- 
hood,  than  the  very  men  who  took 
the  greateft  pains  to  propagate  them 
abroad  as  undoubted  facts. 

It  is,  however,  but  juftice  to  fay, 
that  the  heterogeneous  mats  ef  cour¬ 
tiers,  of  difeontented  nobles,  of  the 
followers  and  retainers  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  princes,  and  of  the  outcafts 
of  different  parties,  who  now  pof- 
fefTed  the  king’s  councils,  were  fo 
difeordant  in  every  thing,  fo  fplit 
into  petty  cabals  and  factions',  fo 
fhkmefully  and  felfifhly  led  away  by 
the'ir  reipeiftive  private  views  and 
interefts,  and,  withal,  held  fo  little 
regard  for  the  prosperity  or  honour 
of  the  fovereign,  any  farther  than 
they  might  be  necefiary  to  their  own 
qefigns,  that  it  feerps  difficult  to 
fiuppofe  that  they  bad  any  common 
Of  regular  objeft  of  policy  in  view, 
but  that  being  equally  deflitute  of 
any  cQmprehenfive  plan  of  adion,as 


of  any  bond  of  union  founded  on 
honefty  or  principle  among  them- 
felves,  it  feems  as  if  there  could  be 
no  fcherne,  however  wild,  extrava¬ 
gant,  ab ! u,rd  or  dangerous,  which 
fotne  among  them  might  not  have 
been  capable  of  framing  or  adopting. 

On  Saturday  the  i  ith  of  July, 
M.  Neckar  received  the  king’s 
orders  to  give  up  his  place,  and  to 
quit  the  kingdom  as  focn  as  poffible. 
Lucerne,  St.  Pried.  Montmorin, 
and  the  other  minifters,  were  either 
turned  out,  or  refigned,  the  next  day  ; 
M.  de  Breteuil  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  miniftry,  and  marfhal 
Broglie,  who  had  been  very  popular 
under  all  the  misfortunes  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  war  of  1757,  now  accepted  the 
very  important,  but  dangerous  and 
moll  unpopular  plage  of  commander 
in  chief. 

When  this  news  reached  Paris  on 
the  morning  of  Sunday  the  1 2th,  the 
mixed  conflict  of  fury  and  defpair, 
which  agitated  every  mind  and 
countenance,  exceeded  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  delcription.  The  people, 
confidering  Neckar  as  their  only 
pledge  of  liberty,  refounded  his 
name  on  every  fide,  and  the  nume¬ 
rous  fiction  of  the  palais  royal 
thought  this  a  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  for  bringing  forward  the  name 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  by 
joining  it  in  the  fame  acclamation 
with  Neckar’s,  thereby  to  attribute 
to  the  duke  foir.e  part  of  that  popu¬ 
larity  which  belonged  only  to  the 
minifter.  With  this  view,  both 
their  buds  were  taken  from  the 
fculptor-s,  and  carried  about  in 
triumph.  But  the  fcherne  by  no 
means  fucceeded.  The  vaft  lar- 
gefies  which  the  duke  beftowed  to 
acquire  popularity-only  aftedted  the 
loweft  and  mod:  profligate  orders  of 
the  peoole,  of  whom  he  was  indeed 
the  unlimited  fovereign  j  but  the  fober 

ar.d 
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and  independent  part  of  the  citizens 
lud  long  conceived  too  unfavoura¬ 
ble  an  opinion  of  that  prince’s  con- 
dud  and  character,  ever  to  wifti  to 
fee  him,  not  only  upon  the  throne, 
but  in  any  public  fituation,  which 
could  at  all  place  him  near  the  head 
of  affairs.  A  few  voices  were  heard 
in  .the  croud  to  cry  our.,  «  Shall 
“  this  prince  be  your  king,  and 
e<  fhall  Neckar  be  be  his  minifter  ?” 
but  they  were  fo  faintly  fupported, 
that  it  came  to  nothing. 

-On  the  fame  day  the  prince  of 
Lambefc,  who  commanded  the  re¬ 
giment  of  royal  AHemand  (horfe) 
which  were  ftationed  juft  without 
Paris,  in  a  vain  gafeonade,  made  a 
fruitlefs  and  moft  ill-judged  attempt 
to  difperfe  the  populace  who  were 
very  riotous  and  numerous  in  the 
gardens  of  the  Thuilleries,  as  they 
were  in  all  ether -open  parts  of  the 
city.  Two  or  three  perfons,  faid 
to  be  merely  fpetftators,  and  guik- 
lefs  of  any  riot,,  were  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  wounded,  one  of  them  by  the 
prince’s  own  hand:  this  exafpe- 
rated  the  crowd  in  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  returned  the  attack  with 
unparalleled  fury  •;  brick-bats,  ftones 
and  fuch  other  miflile  weapons  as 
they  could  fuddenly  find,  with  clubs 
and  fpits,  fu pulled  the  want  of  arms ; 
the  troops,  led  into  a  fervice  for 
which  they  were  totally  unqualified, 
and  their  horfes  as  well  as  them- 
felves  thrown  into  the  greateft  dif- 
order  and  confufon  by  this  new 
mode  ci  coribat,  were  almoft  in- 
flantly  routed,  and  driven  fliame- 
fully,  with  loud  lhouts,  hooting,  and 
execrations,  out  of  town.  A  very 
few  of  the  troopers,  probably  not 
above  three,  being  knocked  off  their 
horfes,  were  killed,  and  theirhorfes, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  carried 
*ibc.ut  as  trophies  by  the  victors. 
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The  ill  confequences  which  muft 
poceed  from  the  flight  of  regular 
troons  before  a  mob,  at  the  opening 
of  fuch  commotions  as  were  now 
to  take  place,  are  too  obvious  to 
require  any  obfervation.. 

It  appears  that  the  tranfent  mi- 
nifters  of  the  time,  -however  faulty 
they  might  have  been  in  other  re- 
fpedls  were  totally  innocent  of  , any 
fhare  in,  and  free  from  any  previous 
knowledge  of,  this  unlucky  tranf- 
a&ion,  which  feems  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  entirely  from  the  wanton 
impetuofity  and  raftmefs  of  the  com¬ 
mander  ;  for  there  were  feveral  re¬ 
giments  of  foot  at  the  time  ftation- 
ed  clofe  to  Paris,  not  one  of  which 
made  the  fmalleft  movement  to  afiift 
or  fupport  the  horfe  and  this  want 
of  concert  among  the  commanders 
muft  be  confidered  as  a  clear  proof 
that  no  orders  had  been  iflued  by 
government  on  the  fuhjeft.  The 
total  ina<51ion  of  the  troops,  both  on 
that  night,  and  the  fucceeding  day 
and  night,  during  all  which  time, 
critical  as  the  feafon  vvas,  and  not- 
withftanding  .the  alterations  and 
preparations  which  they  faw  and 
knew  were  taking  place  In  Paris., 
they  never  once  made  the  fmalleft 
attempt  to  enter  that  city,  feems 
likewife  to  exculpate  the  court  and 
minifters  from  the  bloody  defigns 
and  cruel  intended  maifacres  which 
were  attributed  to  them  ;  for  this 
would  have  been  the  feafon,  and  th.e 
Sunday  night  particularly,  when 
nothing  but  terror  and  confufkm 
reigned  in  that  city,  and  no  regular 
fcheme  of  refiftajore  or  defence  was 
yet  thought  of,  to  have  carried  them 
with  full  effeft  into  execution,  if  any 
fuch  had  been  formed  ;  and  the  ftate 
of  things  was  fuch,  that  it  would 
have  been  very  difficult,  if  taot  ire* 
poiftble,  to  prevent  their  completion, 
[  V  4  if 
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if  fuch  wicked  plans  could  be  wifely 
laid  and  promptly  executed,  which, 
through  the  goodnefs  of  Providence, 
is  not  often  permitted.  It  feems 
then,  upon  the  whole,  that  weak- 
nefs  ana  inanity,  rather  than  wick- 
ednefs,  was  the  character  iftic  at  that 
time  of  the  French  government;  that 
the  minifters  ridiculoufly  imagined, 
that  the  approach  and  fight  of  a 
few  regiments  would  have  terrified 
fuch  a  vaft,  turbulent,  and  rebelli¬ 
ous  capital  as  Paris  into  immediate 
fubmiffion  ;  and  that  they  were  at 
the  fame  time  fo  fhort-fighted,  fo  im¬ 
provident,  and  fo  narrow  in  their 
conceptions,  as  not  to  provide  a  re¬ 
medy  for  any  difappointment,  which 
a  failure  in  their  principal  expecta¬ 
tion,  or  any  unforefeen  change  of  cir- 
cumftances,  otherwife  might  occafion. 

All  regal,  all  judicial,  all  munici¬ 
pal  government  being  now  at  an  end 
in  the  city  of  Paris,  an  univerfal 
panic  was,  on  the  Sunday  night, 
fpread  throughout  all  its  quarters  ; 
while  the  dread  of  daughter  from 
the  army,  and  of  general  plunder 
from  thieves  and  banditti,  afreCted 
every  clafs  of  the  people  in  all  that 
was  dear  and  precious  to  them.  But 
the  day  which  fucceeded  to  this 
night  of  terror  and  confufion  pro¬ 
duced  a  very  different  and  a  very 

extraordinary  feenq.  Above  one 
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hundred  thoufand  individuals  feem- 
ed  at  the  fame  mfiant  to  be  animated 
by  one  common  foul,  and  to  pre¬ 
pare,  with  courage,  and  con f fancy, 
the  means  of  internal  order  and  go¬ 
vernment,  as  wejl  as  of  prefervation 
and  defenceagainflexternal  enemies. 
The  temporary  bodies  of  the  elec¬ 
tors,  who  had  returned  reprefenta- 
tives  to  the  ftates,  affembled  and 
took  the  command  in  their  refpeftiye 
diffricls,  and  were  more  implicitly 
obeyed  than  Louis  the  XIVth  had 


been  in  the  zenith  of  his  power  and 
vi&ories.  Thirty  thoufand  citizens, 
totally  unaccuflomed  to  arms,  were 
foon  feen  armed  at  all  pointy,  and  in 
a  few  hours  training  affumed  fonie 
appearance  of  order  and  difeiphne. 
'I  he  French  guards  now  hie  wed  the 
benefits  of  their  late  education  and 
improvements  ;  they  came  in  a  body 
to  tender  their  fervices  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  which  we  fcarcely  need  fay 
were  joyfully  accepted.  A  new 
peculiar  cockade  was  formed  for  the 
new  army;  and  every  appearance, 
not  only  of  defence  but  of  active 
war,  every  where  prevailed.. 

Such  were  fome  of  the  changes 
which  one  day  produced  in  the  city 
of  Paris.  Some  plunder  and  mil- 
chief  took  place  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  particularly  at  the  houfe 
of  the  congregation  of  St.  Lazarus, 
who  being  fulpeCled  of  having  corn 
concealed  in  their  granaries,  that 
charge  or  fufpicion  expofed  them  to 
a  pretence  for  being  plundered ; 
this  was  the  more  pitiable,  as  it  is 
Lid  to  have  been  a  truly  pious  and 
charitable  inflitution  ;  but  fuch  mat¬ 
ters  were  foon  to  be  loft  in  the  glare 
of  greater  enormities.  Many  {lighter 
robberies  were  committed  on  the 
fame  day ;  but  as  thefe  were  di¬ 
rected  againft  individuals,  and  exe¬ 
cuted  by  fmall  gangs  of  thieves  on 
their  own  account,  without  any  po¬ 
pular  pretence,  when  they  were 
leized  in  the  fa 61  they  were  inflantly 
dragged  to  the  Greve ,  the  common 
place  of  execution,  and  hanged  by 
the  ropes  which  were  ufed  to  fallen 
the)  lanterns.  From  hence  oriai- 
nated  that  molt  horrid  practice  of 
the  mob’s  conflituting  themfelves 
judges  and  executioners  in  the  fame 
inftanr,  without  the  fraalleft  regard 
to  rank,  to  laws,  or  to  juftice  nor 
has  all  the  time  that  fuice  elapfed 

been 
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been  able  in  any  degree  to  wear  out 
that  villainous  cudom  which  the 
French  populace  were  only  a  few 
hours  in  acquiring.  From  hence  of 
courfe  originated  that  horrid  and 
barbarous  cry,  a  la  lantcrne ,  the  lad 
founds  that  vibrated  in  the  ears  of 
fo  many  unhappy  victims  as  have 
thus  crueljy  periihed, 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  fa¬ 
mous  Tuefday  the  14th  of  July,  will 
be  long  remembered  in  the  hiftory 
of  mankind.  On  that  morning  the 
newly  formed  army  completed  their 
means  for  oftenfive  and  defenfive 
operations,  by  dripping  the  garde 
mcuble  and  the  invalids  of  their 
arms,  and  likewife  by  feizing  a  very 
confiderable  depoht  or  magazine  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  which  were 
lodged  in  the  hotel  of  the  latter; 
all  which  they  performed  without 
meeting  thefmalleft refinance.  Thus 
provided,  the  idea  of  attacking  the 
Badile  waa  inflantly  adopted, 
and  De  Launay,  the  governor, 
fummoned  to  lay  down  his  arms, 
and  furrender  the  fortrefs.  The 
difficulty  of  difcovering  the  truth  in 
fuch  extraordinary  cafes,  where 
every  man’s  tedimony  on  either  fide 
is  liable  to  be  warped  by  his  preju¬ 
dices  and  paffions,  was  never  more 
clearly  fnewn  than  upon  this  occa- 
fion.  The  general  report  was,  that 
De  Launay  held  out  deceitful  hopes 
of  compliance  ;  that  a  number  of 
Parifians  came  to  the  gates  to  de¬ 
mand  arms  and  ammunition  ;  that 
they  were  received  within  an  outer 
court,  then  treacherouflv  fired  noon, 
and  a  cruel  daughter  made.  It  is  not 
eafy  to  reconcile  the  parts  of  this 
dory,  nor  to  give  an  air  of  probabi¬ 
lity  to  the  whole.  It  is  notwith- 

J 

Banding  averted  and  believed  by  the 
bulk  of  the  Parifians,  with  the  fame 
firnmefs  as  if  it  was  an  article  of 
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religious  faith,  and  was  publiffiecl 
as  a  fad  through  every  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
inconfiftency  and  improbability  of* 
the  dory  have  not  only  been  fhewn, 
but  the  lad  denied  by  pofitive  evi¬ 
dence.  It  feems  very  probable,  that 
the  dory  might  hare  been  invented 
at  the  time  to  increafe  the  animofity 
of  the  crowds  who  were  preding 
from  ail  quarters  upon  the  Badile, 
and  who  could  have  no  opportunity, 
either  then  or  after,  of  afeertaining 
its  truth  or  falfehood,  fuppofing  the 
podibility  that  in  the  heat  and  tumult 
of  fo  new  and  dreadful  a  feene  they 
could  have  attended  to  fuch  an  in¬ 
quiry.  In  this  cafe  the  endeavour 
to  fupport  and  give  authenticity  to 
the  dory  afterwards  will  be  eafily 
accounted  for  ;  in*the  fird  place,  to 
keep  up  and  inflame  the  paffions  of 
the  people,  and  in  the  next,  with  a 
view  of  palliating,  in  fome  degree, 
the  feenes  of  blood  and  cruelty  that 
followed. 

However  that  was, the  enthufiafm 
and  fury  of  the  people  was  fo  great, 
that,  to  the  aftoniffiment  of  all 
military  men  (who  did  not  yet  know 
the  weaknefs  of  its  garrifon)  the 
Badile,  the  citadel  of  Paris,  with 
its  feerningly  impaffiible  ditches,  and 
its  inacceffible  towers  and  ramparts, 
covered  with  a  powerful  artillery, 
was,  after  an  attack  of  two  hours, 
carried  by  dorm.  Dr  Launay  was 
immediately  dragged  to  the  Place 
de  Greve,  and  rniferably  murdered. 
M.  de  Lofme,  the  major  of  the 
Badile,  met  with  an  eaual  fate  and 
equal  cruelty ;  although  it  has  finc£ 
been  generally  acknowledged,  even 
by  the  democratic  writers,  that  hr 
was  a  man  of  great  humanity, 
whofe  tendernefs  to  the  prisoners 
deferred  better  treatment.  This  was 
indeed'  ftrongly  confirmed  by  a  re¬ 
markable 
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markable  circum fiances  which  oc¬ 
curred  a*  his  death  ;  for  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Pel  Report ;  a  young  man 
whofe  fafbion  and  figure,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  his  rank  and  generolity, 
entitled  him  to  refpeCl:,  was  lo  deep 
ly  impreffed  with  the  kindnefs  which 
he  had  experienced  from  the  major, 
when  he  was  himfelf  a  prifoner, 
that  eagerly  clafping  him  in  his 
arms,  in  the  mid  ft  of  all  this  terror 
and  danger,  he  moft  pathetically  in- 
treated  the  people  to  fpare  the  life 
of  his  friend,  to  whom  he  owed  fo 
much.  His  intreaties  were  in  vain  ; 
the  major’s  head  was  cut  off,  and 
his  grateful  and  generous  friend 
with  difficulty  efcaped  the  fame 
fate. 

On  this  day  it  was  that  the  favage 
cuftom  of  inf u king  and  mutilating 
the  remains  of  the  dead,  and  of  ex¬ 
hibiting  their  heads  to  public  view 
upon  pikes,  which  had  fo  long  been 
the  opprobrium  of  the  governments 
and  people  in  Conftantinople,  Fez, 
and  Morocco,  was  firft  introduced 
in  the  poiifbed  city  of  Paris;  and, 
like  other  evil  habits,  has  fince  taken 
fo  deep  a  root,  that  it  may  feem  a 
queftion  whether  it  can  ever  be 
eradicated,  except  by  fame  .convul¬ 
sion  fimiiar  in  violence  to  that  from 
which  it  derived  its  origin. 

The  garrifon  of  the  .Baftile,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  a  few  gunners  and  ar¬ 
tillery-men,  who  held  a  fort  of  fine- 
cure  places,  confided  only  of  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  old  invalids,  amounting  to 
fomething  about  fifty  in  number. 
On  taking  the  place  the  new-formed 
foldiers  loudly  exclaimed,  “  Let  us 

hang  the  whole  garrifon  J’}  but  th,e 
French  guards,  who  ftil)  retained 
fome  (hare  of  their  old  monarchical 
and  military  notions,  could  not  en¬ 
dure  that  old  foldiers,  who  had  once 
ferved  uncLr  the  fame  banners  with 


themfelv.es,  fho.uldbe  thus  facrificed 
in  cold  blood  ;  they  accordingly 
pleaded  fo  effectually  for  them, 
that  they  preferved  the  trembling 
wretches  from  that  fate  which  they 
inftantly  expected. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  diforders., 
M.  de  Fleflelles,|the prevot  des  m fin¬ 
ch  ands,  or  mayor  of  Paris,  had  been 
detected  in  a  correfpondence  with 
the  court ;  he  was  accordingly  turn¬ 
ed  out  of  his  office  by  the  committee 
of  electors,  and  ordered  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  prifon  until  his  trial  ;  but 
he  had  fcarcely  reached  the  bottom 
of  the  fteps  at  the  hotel  deyille,  or 
town-hoyfe,  when  the  new  execu¬ 
tors  of  fummary  juftice  forced  him 
from  the  guard,  fhot  him  inftantly 
without  trial  or  inquiry,  cHfmeni- 
bered  his  body,  and  carried  his 
bleeding  head  about  the  ftreets  on 
,a  pike  in  triumph,  like  the  others 
they  had  cut  off. 

After  more  than  two  hours  had 
palled  fpcedily  away,  under  the  dou¬ 
ble  intoxication  of  joy  and  re- 
yenge*  fome  humane  perfons  re¬ 
minded  the  populace,  that  the  pri- 
foners  in  the  Baftile  ought  to  be  de¬ 
livered  ;  their  cells  were  according;- 
ly  broke  open,  and  they  were  led 
in  triumph  round  the  gardens  of 
the  palais  royal.  But  how  great 
was  die  furprize,  if  not  difappoint- 
ment,  when  it  was  found,  that  thefe 
dreary  dungeons,  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  crowded  with  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  defpotifm.  contained  only 
feven  prifoners ;  that  of  thefe  the 
greateft  number  were  confined  on 
accufations  of  forgery  ;  and  that 
either  two  or  three,  who  had  con¬ 
tinued  there  fince  the  reign  of  Louis 
the  XVth,  were  the  only  objects  of 
compaction  among  theft..  For  thefe 
unhappy  perfons,  having  loft  the  ufe 
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of  their  reafon  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  reign,  or 
at  leaft  before  there  was  lcifure  to 
enquire  into  the  (fate  of  the  prifons, 
they  had  fince  been  detained,  be- 
caufe  the  officers  did  not  know  in 
what  manner  other  wife  to  difpofe 
of  them.  A  ftronger  proof  of 
which  need  not  be  given,  than  that 
the  municipality  of  Paris  found  it 
neceffiary  a  few  days  after  to  fend 
them  to  the  public  rnad-houfe  at 
Charenton, 

It  fhonid  not  be  forgotten,  that 
the  prefent  fovereign,  through  his 
natural  clemency  and  humanity,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  moderate 
fyffiem  of  government  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  purfue,  had  early  cleared 
the  ftate  prifons  of  moil  of  their 
wretched  inhabitants,  none  being 
retained  but  thofe  who  had  been 
guilty  of  notorious  crimes  againft 
fociety,  or  concerned  in  dangerous 
offences  againft  the  ftate.  It  is  like- 
wife  worthy  of  pbfervation,  that 
with  all  the  odium  and  deteffation 
under  which  the  queen  and  the  count 
dJ Artois  laboured,  and  vyith  all  the 
libels  which  we  re  hourly  written  and 
fpoken  againft  them,  yet  that  a  fm- 
gle  victim  to  their  refentment  or 
juffice  was  not  found  in  all  the  prir 
fons  of  the  kingdom.  Nor  is  it  in¬ 
cur  ous  to  contrail  with  this  fa 61  the 
fiate  of  things  under  the  influence, 
or.  it  may  be  called  government,  of 
Madame  Pompadour,  who  filled  all 
the  prifons  of  France  with  the  un¬ 
fortunate  vidums  of  her  private  ma¬ 
lice  and  perfonal  refentments  ;  yet 
Pompadour  was  idolized  by  Vol¬ 
taire,  and  by  all  the  poets,  wits,  and 
philofophers  of  the  kingdom  in  her 
day,  and  was  even  at  times  a  fa¬ 
vourite  with  the  people. 

During  the  Sunday  and  the  Mon- 

O  J 

day,  thofe  two  critical  days,  on 


which  their  own  fate  and  that  of 
their  fovereign  feemed  depending* 
and  on  the  firft  of  which  the  fcalp 
feemed  to  vibrate  fo  much,  that  it 
was  evident  a  vigorous  exertion 
might  have  fixed  its  bias,  the  nu- 
nifiers  at  Verfailles,  and  the  com¬ 
manders  of  the  army,  feemed  either 
afleep  or  in  a  trance  ;  the  former 
indeed,  when  unwillingly  rouzedto 
hear  the  accounts  from  Paris,  treat¬ 
ed  them  with  the  utmoft  contempt 
and  ridicule,  as  matters  not  worthy 
of  confideration  ;  bin  on  the  fatal 
Tuefday,  the  14th  of  July,  evil  tid¬ 
ings  crowded  fo  faff  from  every 
quarter,  that  they  were  overwhelm¬ 
ed  with  conflernation  and  terror, 
and  rendered  totally  incapable,  if  it 
had  not  even  been  too  late,  to  adopt 
any  meafures  weich  required  deci¬ 
sion  or  vigour,  either  with  refpedt 
to  orders  or  execution  It  now  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  defection  of  the 
French  guards,  had,  with  other 
pre-difpofing  caufes  and  motives, 
produced  a  moft  unfortunate  effedt 
upon  the  national  troops  in  the  ar¬ 
my  ;  that  they  were  no  longer  to  be 
depended  on  ;  and  that  they  openly 
afferted  the  unlawfulnefs  of  fighting 
their  fellow  citizens.  Before  they 
had  yet  time  to  refledl  on  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  deplorable  news,  or 
to  confider  what  meafures  were  pro¬ 
per  to  be  purfued,  they  were  far¬ 
ther  confounded  by  the  intelligence, 
that  the  foreign  regiments  were  lit¬ 
tle  rn 01  e  to  be  depended  on  than 
the  national  troops.  The  former  had 
eirti  been  unpopular  in  France, 
chiefly  upon  the  idea  (exclufive  of 
national  pique  and  vanity)  that  be¬ 
ing  entirely  dependent  on  the 
crown,  and  having  no  intereff  in  the 
country,  they  would  be  found,  upon 
any  occafion  that  offered,  the  ready 
and  cruel  inliruments  ofdcfpotifm  ; 

but 
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but  now,  to  the  adonifhment  of 
every  body,  they  (hewed  themfelves 
very  little  inclined  to  engage  in  na¬ 
tional  difputes,  and  feemed  very 
'  cold  and  indifferent  with  refpedt  to 
the  caufe  they  were  called  to  fupport 
In  this  difmal  date  of  things,  the 
only  policy  which  the  genius  of  the 
miniders  was  capable  of  reaching, 
was  the  fhort-lived,  miferahie,  and 
cowardly  expedient  of  concealment, 
in  keeping  the  king  ignorant  of  the 
misfortunes  and  dangers  with  which 
he  was  furrounded. 

The  national  affembly,  who  upon 
the  -difgrace  of  Necka:  thought 
their  own  ruin  determined,  met  on 
Monday  the  13th,  and  with  all  the 
terrors  of  diffolution  and  imprifon- 
ment  before  their  eyes,  refolved, 
with  the  firmnefs  of  a  Roman  Ten  ate., 
not  to  give  .up  a  fingle  point  which 
they  had  been  pre-deiermined  to 
maintain,  The  moderate  party 
took  the  lead  on  this  day,  and  (hew¬ 
ed  themfelves  as  little  difpofed  to 
fubmit  in  any  degree  to  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  the  crown  as  the  mod  furi¬ 
ous  of  thofe  who  were  called  pa¬ 
triots.  Mounter  opened  the  debate 
with  an  eloquent  fpeech,  in  which, 
after  Hating  the  great  and  immut¬ 
able  line  which  mud  be  drawn  be¬ 
tween  the  legiflative  and  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  (a  line  which  was 
acknowledged  and  confirmed  by  the 
affembly)  he  .then  proceeded  to  date, 
that  though  the  affembly  had  no 
legal  right  to  diredt  the  king’s  choice 
jof  miniders,  yet  as  the  choice  he 
had  now  made  led  to  the  mod  dan¬ 
gerous  confequences,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  vote  their  (olemn  and  grate¬ 
ful  thanks  to  M.  Neekar,  and  to 
.declare,  that  the  prefent  miniders 
had  not  the  confidence  of  the 
nation.  Tally  Tolendal  feconded 
the  motion,  and  this  and  Gthg:  fimi- 


lar  votes  were  carried  with  the 
greated  unanimity.  1 

The  affembly  then  paffed  a  fa¬ 
mous  refolution,  by  which  they  de¬ 
clared,  44  That  the  adlual  counfel- 
44  lors  of  the  king  were  perfonally 
44  refponfible  for  the  prefent  mif- 
44  fortunes,  and  for  all  that  might 
“  enfue.’'  This  refolution,  which 
bore  the  character  of  an  ex  pofi  facia 
law,  was  judified  on  the  ground  of 
necefiity,  and  the  defperate  (ituation 
of  the  affembly.  They  likewife  fo- 
licited  the  king  to  recal  his  troops, 
and  to  entrud  Paris  to  the  guard  of 
its  own  citizens. ■ — The  king  re¬ 
turned  a  general  anfwer,  4  That  he 
44  was  deeply  afffi&ed  with  the  me- 
44  lancholy  (ituation  of  Paris  ;  that 
44  it  was  impoffible  the  troops  he 
44  had  fent  for  could  be  the  real 
44  caufe  of  it ;  that  they  were  in- 
44  difpenfably  neceffary  for  the  pre- 
“  fervation  of  peace  and  order  ; 
u  and  that  he  invited  the  affembly 
44  to  go  on  with  its  labours*’' 

But  when,  on  the  Tuefday  even¬ 
ing  or  night,  the  news  arrived  at 
Verfailles  of  the  taking  of  the  Bad 
tile,  of  a  powerful  army  being  in 
an  indant  formed  in  Paris,  and  of 
the  deplorable  fate  of  Launay, 
Fleffelles,  And  Lofme,the  miniders, 
all  aghad,  feemed  as  if  dricken  by 
a  thunderbolt,  while  each  thinking 
he  read  his  own  fate  in  that  ofTau- 
nay,  all  their  prefumptuons  hopes, 
their  fchemes  and  intrigues,  were 
at  once  levelled  in  the  dud.  Whe¬ 
ther  any  of  thofe  fanguinary  defigns 
which  have  been  fo  peremptorily 
and  repeatedly  charged  by  the  other 
fide  to  the  courtiers  and  miniders 
were  at  this  time  or  any  other  in 
their  meditation,  remains  dill  an  en¬ 
tire  fecret,  and  mud  continue  fo, 
until  time  or  occafion  throw  futury 
light  upon  the  fubjedt.  No  proof 

whatever 
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whatever  has  yet  been  brought  to 
fupport  the  loofe  and  wild  charges 
of  their  enemies  ;  nor  does  the  evi¬ 
dent  want  of  energy  in  their  coun¬ 
cils,  or  the  fatal  flownefs  of  their 
proceedings,  by  any  means  juftify 
the  prefumption. 

In  the  courfe  of  that  day,  the 
national  aifembly,  dreading  every 
hour  the  greateil  evils,  which  ap¬ 
peared  the  more  terrible  from  the 
impoflibility  of  forefeeing  their  na¬ 
ture  or  kind,  palled  the  fpirited  re- 
folution  not  to  break  up  their  fef- 
lion,  but  to  pafs  the  night  in  their 
hall.  The  minifters  (till  adhered  to 
their  only  refuge  of  concealment, 
by  keeping  the  king  in  the  dark  as 
to  his  lituation.  It  is  faid  that 
about  midnight  the  duke  de  Lian- 
court  forced  his  way  into  his  apart¬ 
ment,  when  in  bed,  and  told  him 
the  whole  truth  ;  and  farther  in¬ 
formed  the  count  d’Artois,  that  the 
Parifians  had  publickly  fet  a  large 
price  upon  his  head  :  this  laft  in¬ 
formation  was  irrefiffible  in  its  ef- 
fe<5t  ;  the  count  funk  under  it,  and 
no  longer  endeavoured  to  keep  up 
his  brother’s  courage.  The  moll 
unconditional  fubmiflion  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  refolved  upon  ;  and  the 
king  went  early  on  Wednefday 
morning,  the  15th,  without  guards, 
to  relign  himfelf  entirely  into  the 
hands  and  power  of  the  alFembly. 

The  king  took  particular  notice 
in  his  fpeech  of  the  falfehood  which 
fome  had  dared  to  publilh,  that  the 
perfons  of  the  deputies  were  not 
fee  lire  ;  he  alked,  if  it  was  necelfary 
for  him  to  contract  in  terms  fuch 
criminal  reports,  which  were  belied 
equally  by  his  well-known  charac¬ 
ter,  and  by  every  part  of  his  con¬ 
duit  through  life  ?  He  told  them, 
that  he  entrufted  himfelf  in  their 
hands  ;  and  called  earneltly  upon 


them  to  fave  the  Hate  ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  giving  them  the  pleafing 
information,  that  he  had  ordered  all 
the  troops  to  quit  the  neighbourhod 
of  Paris  and  Verfailles. 

This  fpeech  wai  received  with 
loud  acclamations,  and  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  rifing,  as  by  a  general  impulfe, 
accompanied  the  king  back  to  the 
palace. — From  that  inflant  he  had, 
in  effe<51,  refigned  the  fovereignty 
into  their  hands,  with  little*  profpeil 
of  his  ever  again  recovering  it. 
From  that  time  alfo  the  middle, 
or  moderate  party,  led  by  Mounier, 
Lally,  Mallouette,  &c.  were  recon¬ 
ciled  to  him,  and  feem  to  have  re¬ 
lied  cordially  upon  his  faith  ;  but 
the  friends  and  patroni2ers  of  ex¬ 
treme  democracy  either  were  or 
affebted  to  be  afraid  that  his  known 
irrefolution  would  afford  the  means 
for  throwing  him  back  into  the 
hands  of  their  enemies.,  and  there¬ 
fore  determined  to  exert  their 
power  to  its  utmoff  extent,  in  order 
to  fetter  him  as  clofely  as  poffi- 
ble. 

The  terror  of  f  eges  and  block¬ 
ades  had  got  fuch  poffeffion  of  the 
minds  of  the  Parifians,  that  they 
could  think  of  nothing  elfe,  and 
they  were  inceffant  in  their  prepa¬ 
rations  for  defence.  M,  La  Fayette, 
with  whom  we  were  acquainted  dur¬ 
ing  the  American  war,  when  he 
ferved  under  Wafhington,  was  now 
ele&ed  to  the  command  of  the  new 
army  with  the  title  of  general. 
The  old  office  or  title  of  pre-vot  des 
marchands  was  either  fuppreffed  or 
changed,  and  M.  Bailly,  formerly 
known  by  his  agronomical  writings, 
was  appointed  chief  magi  (Irate,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  mayor  or  Paris. 

That  capital  was  now  to  be  con- 
fsdered  as  a  great  republic,  and  it 
foon  was  fofenfible  of  its  power,  as 
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to  give  the  law,  not  only  to  the 
unfortunate  fovereign,  but  to  the 
Rational  afTembly,  and  to  the  king¬ 
dom  at  large.  The  national  eflem- 
bly  even  now,  feerfied  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  its  mailers,  by  fending  a  de¬ 
putation  of  eighty-four  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  city  of  Paris,  rather  to 
implore  than  to  propofe,  much  Pis 
to  order  or  command  peace.  This 
may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
many  evil  confecjuences  which  rc- 
fulted  from  the  ill-advifed  and  rui¬ 
nous  meafure  of  aflembling  the 
{fates  at  Verfailles  ;  for  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  aflembly  would 
have  fu omitted  to  this  humiliation 
if  they  had  been  out  of  the  reach 
of  that  turbulent  capital ;  neither 
would  the  factious  part  of  them,  in 
fuch  a  fit  nation,  have  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  becoming,  as  they  did,  par¬ 
ties  in  their  cabals  or  faction s  ",  un¬ 
til  at  length,  alternately  aiding  and 
being  ailed  upon*  they  became  by 
turns  the  mdruments  or  each' other  s 
purpofes,  though  the  fa6oon  in^he 
aflembly  was  not  feldorn  obliged  to 
give  way,  contrary  to  its  own  i iking, 
to  the  dreaded  power  or  tnofe  in 
the  city.  The  Parifians  were  how¬ 
ever,  too  feniible  in  the  preterit  in- 
flance  of  the  importance  which 
they  derived  from  this  lingular  de¬ 
putation,  not  to  receive  the  depu¬ 
ties  with  every  mark  of  appiaufe 
and  refped. 

But  their  fufpicions,  and  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  foldiejs  and  mafiacres,  which 
they  haa  already  io  ilrongly  im¬ 
bibed,  operated  AT  fo  powerfully 
upon  them,  although  all  power  and 
all  the  means  of  happening  it  were 
now  in  then*  own  hands,  that  the 
king  was  advifed  and  perfuaded,  in 
the  hope  of  removing  their  jea- 
loufies,  and  thereby  of  reducing 
them  to  a  (fate  of  good  oraer  ana 
temper,  to  vifit  himieii  the  civy  of 


Paris.  This  humiliating  and  def- 
perate  meafure  he  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution  on  Friday  the  17th  of  July, 
under  a  full  convidion,  in  his  own 
mind,  that  he  thereby  encountered 
the  peril  of  inflan  t  affafli nation, 
He  was  received  at  Seve  by  a  body 
of  25,000  national  guards ,  (the  term 
now  afligned  to  the  new  army) 
and  was  thus  led  in  melancholy  pro- 
ceflion  to  Paris,  his  ears  being 
dunned  the  whole  way  by  the  loud 
and  continual  acclamations  of  u  Five 
“  la  nation  Vy  while  the  ancient  fa¬ 
vourite  cry  of  <c  Five  le  royV'  was 
not  once  heard.  The  king  was 
concluded  to  the  Hotel  de  Fille, 
where,  after  fifo mining  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  accepting  and  wearing  the 
new  Parifran  Cockade,  and  after  he 
had  made  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  de- 
clared  in  the  flrongeil  terms  his  un¬ 
varied  and  invariable  affedion  for  the 
people,  he  was  condemned  to  hear 
a  fpeech  from  a  M.  de  St.  Merry, 
which  flrongly  infinuated,  if  it  did 
not  aired ly  charge,  thofe  flagitious 
and  cruel  defigns  againfl  the  city  of 
Paris,  which  had  been  fo  induftri- 
oufly  imputed  to  the  court,  as  2 
means  of  exciting  the  prelent  trou¬ 
bles.  It  is  laid,  that  a  denial  fo  in¬ 
voluntary,  fo  unembarrafled,  and  fo 
positive,  bur  ft  from  the  king’s  lips 
upon  this  imputation,  that  it  was 
inipoffible  for  the  by-flanders  to 
avoid  feeling  a  convidion  that  it 
was  the  language  of  confcious  inno¬ 
cence  in  an  indignant  refinance  to 
falfe  accufation.  The  king’s  beha¬ 
viour  at  the  town-houfe  recalled  the 
old  cry  of  ci  Five  le  royV ’  in  the 
mouths  of  the  populace,  though  it 
was  generally  coupled  with  the  new 
and  fashionable  one.  He  returned 


fafeiy  in  the  evening  to  Verfailles, 
and  was  received  with  tranfport  by 
the  courtiers,  many  of  whom  never 

expeded  to  fee  him  again. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  mofl  bar¬ 
barous  and  inhuman  popular  longs, 
but  fet  to  no  unpleafant  tunes,  were 
fabricated  for  the  people  of  Paris, 
in  order,  if  polUble,  to  encreafe 
their  native  ferocity  and  cruelty. 
One  of  thefe,  the  verfes  of  which 
ended  with  the  pious  wilh  that  all 
the  arilfocrates  might  be  hanged  at 
the  lantern,  was  to  be  heard  from 
morning  till  night,  in  every  Areet 
and  almoft  every  houfe,  lung  by  all 
ciaffes  and  orders,  the  fairer  part 
of  the  fofter  fex  degrading  tberh- 
felves  in  this  refpeft  to  the  fame 
level  with  the  mod:  profligate  and 
abandoned.  Thefe  barbarous  words, 
like  the  war  whoop  of  the  favages 
in  North  America,  became  after¬ 
wards  the  death  Jignal  in  every  part 
of  France. 

The  feeds  of  revenge  and  mur- 
der,  thus  indudrioufly  fown,  foon 
fhewed  their  fruits  in  the  horrible 
deaths  of  Foulon  and  Berthier. 
The  fird  of  thefe  was  an  old  rich 
financier,  a  man  of  bad  character, 
and  was  fiiipecfted  of  having  ac¬ 
cepted  a  place,  though  he  had  not 
time  to  occupy  it,  under  the  late 
adminidration.  Berthier  was  in- 
tendant  of  Paris,  a  man  of  a  totally 
different  charadler,  and  who  feems 
to  have  been  neither  accufed  nor 
fufpedled  of  any  crime,  unlefs  his 
being  married  to  Foulon’s  daugh¬ 
ter  could  have  conifituted  one. 
dhefe  unhappy  men  having  forne 
intelligence  of  their  danger,  had  at- 
tempted  to  efcape,  but 
were  purfued,  feizcd, 
and  dragged  back  to  Paris,  where 
tliey  were  murdered  with  every  cir- 
cumdance  of  refined  infult  and  cru¬ 
elty  which  could  have  been  exhibit¬ 
ed  by  a  tribe  of  canibals.  We  fhall 
tot  enter  iftro  the  diocking  de¬ 


tail,  which  has  been  publifhed  ir* 
every  part  of  Europe,  and  every¬ 
where  received  with  theutmod  hor¬ 
ror.  La  Fayette,  and  Bailly  the 
mayor,  exerted  themfelves  greatly 
to  preferve  thefe  miferable  victims, 
at  lead:  till  due  examination  and 
trial  could  take  place  ;  but  they  foon 
difoovered,  to  their  amazement, 
how  weak  the  power,  and  how  ore- 
carious  the  [ecurity,  afforded  by  po¬ 
pularity,  was  amongfl:  an  ungovern¬ 
ed  and  furious  populace,  and  that 
if  they  did  not  refign  the  victims  to 
their  fate,  they  mud:  inevitably  be¬ 
come  partakers  of  it.  Fayette  ex- 
prefled  his  indignation  in  the  ftrong- 
ed:  terms,  and  threatened  to  refign 
the  command  of  the  Parifian  army  ; 
but  he  was  perfuaded  to  retain  it  by 
the  better  and  more  fober  part  of 
the  citizens,  hoping  that  he  might 
be  the  means  of  preventing  ^fill- 
more  dreadful  mifehitfs 

I  he  fafe  return  of  the  king  from 
Paris  did  not  infpire  the  vanquifhed 
party  with  the  fmalled  hope  of 
mercy  from  their  all  triumphant 
enemies.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days,  Marfhal  Broglio,  the  Polig- 
nacs,  the  Luxemburghs,  with  all 
who  were  fufpefled  of  having  ac¬ 
cepted,  or  even  intended  to  accept 
places  under  the  late  djort-lived  ad- 
mi  nift  ration,  difappeared  one  after 
another.  Thefe  were  fpeedily  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  princes  of  Ccnde  and 
Conti,  with  the  count  d’Artois  and 
his  two  Iona,  though  the  family 
next  in  fucceflion  to  the  crown. 
Numbers  of  others,  whofe  names 
are  of  lefs  importance,  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  general  rout ;  mod 
fortunately  for  the  fugitives,  they 
were  a  good  deal  prote&ed  in  their 
flight  by  the  fmall  divifipns  and 
fcattered  parts  of  the  retreating  ar~ 

my 
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my  which  had  been  commanded  by 
Broglio  ;  and  after  a  feries  of  ro¬ 
mantic  adventures,  dangers,  and 
•  hair  breth”  fcapes,  they  reached 
England,  Germany,  or  Italy,  as 
fortune  or  chance  directed,  while 
the  princes  of  the  blood  royal  of 
France  were  obliged  to  procure 
from  foreigners  a  precarious  and 
inglorious  refuge.  And  it  might 
be  faid  the  king  and  queen,  with 
refpedto  friends,  favourites,  known 
fervants  and  relations,  were  almoft 
literally  left  alone. 

All  the  refractory  nobles  now 
haftened  to  renounce  their  former 
proted,  and  held  themfelves  ab¬ 
solved  by  neceffity  from  the  oath 
which  they  had  taken  to  their  con- 
llituents.  It  was  agreed  to  bury  the 
name  of  Jlcites  general  in  oblivion, 
and  the  name  of  national  ajjembly 
was  henceforth  adopted  by  all  par¬ 
ties.  Some  reverence  feerned  dill 
to.  be  paid  to  the  word  royalty ,  al¬ 
though  the  fubdance  to  which  it  re¬ 
lated  had  entirely  lod  its  effience. 
It  was  thought  that  the  term  roy- 
alifts,  applied  to  thofe  who  were  de¬ 
voted  to  profcription  and  popular 
fury,  would  yet  be  too  wounding  to 
the  ears  of  Frenchmen  to  be  endur¬ 
ed  ;  the  term  aridocrat  was  there¬ 
fore  upon  all  occalions  fubdituted 
in  its  place. 

As  the  fcarcity  of  corn  dill  con- 
continued,  fome  fcenes  of  horrid 
murder  had  already  taken  place  at  St. 
Germain,  Pontoife,  and  Poilly,  on 
the  charge  or  fufpicion  of  monopoly, 
while  other  attemps  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  were  with  great  difficulty  pre¬ 
vented.  Doubly  alarmed  at  the  fa- 
vage  fpirit  which  was  exhibited  by 
the  Parifians,  and  at  this  fanguinary 
difpofition, which  was  fqreadingfuch 
terrific  fymptoms  in  the  country,  the 
moderate  party  in  the  adembly  ufed 


their  utmod  endeavours  to  procure 
the  timely  interference  of  that  body, 
in  redraining  thofe  enormities. 
Lally  Tolendal  took  the  lead,  and 
was  well  feconded  by  Mounier  and 
others  in  ffiewing  the  general  dan¬ 
gers  and  the  horrible  mifehiefs  that 
would  enfue  from  the  progrefs  of 
this  fanguinary  difpofition ;  they 
accordingly  propofed  a  proclama¬ 
tion,  to  warn  the  people  from  thus 
condituting  themfelves  judges  and 
executioners  of  the  law. 

But  the  powerful  democratic 
party  held  fentiments  widely  dif¬ 
ferent  on  this  fubjeCt,  and  did  not 
wiffi  by  any  means  to  redrain  the 
hands,  or  to  confine  the  authority 
of  their  over-ruling  allies.  One 
fet  anfwered,  “  that  the  bufinefs  of 
the  affiembly  was  to  make  laws,  and 
not  to  attend  to  a  few  particular 
diforders.”— Another  told  the  ope¬ 
rative  motive  for  rejecting  the  pro- 
pofal  openly,  by  faying,  “  that  their 
interference  might  induce  the  town 
of  Paris  to  declare  againd  the 
afiemb^y,,, — While  a  third  cried 
out,  If  it  was  not  for  thefe  Pari¬ 
fians,  whom  you  blame,  we  ffiould 
not  row  be  fitting  here.’’  And 
whet/  Lally  enforced  his  arguments, 
by  deferibing  the  horrid  deaths  of 
Berthier  and  Foulon.the  celebrated 
patriot.  Barnave  ironically  afked, 
6‘  }f  the  blood  he  lamented  was  jo 
< very  pure  ?”  while  Mirabeau  told 
him,  “  It  was  a  time  to  think  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  feel.” 

A  fenfe  of  ffiame  on  one  fide,  and 
imcealing  perfeverance  on  the  other, 
produced  at  length  in  fome  degree 
their  effect,  and  on  the  23d  of  July 
a  proclamation  was  iffiued,  inviting 
all  Frenchmen  to  peace,  order  and 
tranquillity  ;  but  beipg  dripped  of  all 
the  cogent  e1£2t|effions  propoled  by 
Lally,  fuch  the  following  fen- 

tences. 
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tences,  that  “  whoever  excited  trou- 
“  bles  \  as  a  bad  citizen,  and  that 
‘‘  the  punifhrnent  of  a  crime  was 
“  itfelf  a  crime  when  not  command- 
“  ed  by  the  law  theie  retrench¬ 
ments,  with  others  of  the  fame  fort, 
rendered  it  fo  tame,  fo  fpiritlefs  a 
performance,  as  to  make  it  an  object 
much  more  liable  to  contempt  than 
to  the  produ&ion  of  refpedf  to  the 
laws,  or  obedience  to  the  dilates 
which  its  title  and  publication  feem- 
ed  to  imply. 

Neckar  had  been  recalled  by  the 
king’s  letters  of  the  16th  or  17th  of 
July,  and  on  his  way  back  he 
heard  of  the  horrid  deaths  of  Ber- 
thier  and  Toulon,  as  well  as  the 
imminent  danger  of  M.  de  Bezen- 
val,  commander  of  the  Swifs  troops, 
who  had  been  feized  at  Villenaux, 
and  threatened  with  the  fame  fate, 
on  account  of  an  intercepted  letter, 
in  which  he  had  ordered  M.  de 
JLaunay  to  defend  the  Baftile  to  the 
lad:  Neckar  immediately  wrote  a 

letter  of  interceffion  from  Nogent 
to  the  magiffcrates  of  Villeneaux  in 
his  favour,  and  received  in  anfwer, 
that  they  had  fent  to  Paris  for  or¬ 
ders  concerning  him.  Neckar  was 
welcomed  at  Verfailles  with  fuch 
demonffrations  of  general  and  ex- 
ceffive  joy,  that  the  democratic  wri¬ 
ters  could  compare  it  to  nothing  lefs 
expreffive,  than  the  tranfports  of 
the  Romans  when  Cicero  was  re¬ 
called  from  exile.  He  prelented 
himfelf  to  the  national  affembly, 
complimented  them  highly,  and 
was  no  lefs  complimented  and  flat¬ 
tered  in  return. 

x  ,  ,  A  few  days  after  he 

Ju  y  3ot  •  made  his  triumphal 
entry  into  Paris,  and  the  gratifica¬ 
tions  of  vanity  were  never  more 
amply  difpenled  to  any  conqueror  in 
ancient  Rome,  than  they  were  uuon 
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this  occafion  to  M.  '  eckar.  Thofe 
voices  which  a  few  days  before 
found  the  greatefl:  difficulty  in  pro¬ 
nouncing  <vi<ve  le  roy ,  now  filled  the 
air  with  the  univerfal  fhout  of  •vive 
M.  Neckar.  He  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vert  this  moment  of  popular  ap- 
plaufe  and  enthufiafm  to  an  excel¬ 
lent  purpofe,  by  attempting,  in  an 
eloquent  Ipeech,  to  perfuade  the 
Parifians  to  fend  orders  for  the  re- 
leafe  of  M.  Bezenval,  and  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  fet  the  example  of 
a  general  amnefty,  as  the  means  of 
refloring  peace  to  the  diflradted 
kingdom.  But  M.  Neckar  was  yet 
to  learn  the  difficulty  of  managing 
a  factious  and  outrageous  populace, 
who  having  already  kicked  off  every 
degree  of  fubordination,  abominated 
every  thing  that  bore  any  relation 
to  peace,  order,  humanity,  or  jof- 
tice.  The'  refufal  to  comply  with 
a  requefl  which  he  had  taken  the 
utmofl  pains  to  enforce,  and  which 
he,  to  a  certainty,  thought  he  might 
have  commanded,  tarniihed  all  the 
glories  of  the  triumph,  and  render, 
ed  the  overwhelming  flatteries  of 
the  day  difgufting  and  naufeous. 

It  was  peculiarly  unlucky  that  in 
this  attempt,  fo  truly  confonant  to 
virtue  and  humanity,  he  fhould 
have  fallen  into  two  political  errors 
of  fuch  importance  that  they  ferved 
much  to  waken  the  enthufiafm  of 
his  admirers,  and  to  leffen  the  ge¬ 
neral  opinion  conceived  of  his  abi¬ 
lities.  The  firfl:  of  thefe  related  to 
the  national  affembly,  and  the  fe- 
cond  to  the  Parifians.  The  former, 
and  by  much  the  greater,  was  his 
applying  to  the  city  of  Paris  for  the 
liberty  or  life  of  an  accufed  crimi¬ 
nal,  and  at  the  fame  time  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  pardon,  knowing,  that  as  the 
national  affembly  now  fupplied  the 
places  both  of  the  fovereign  and 
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liament,  there  was  no  other  power 
exifting  which  could  lawfully  grant 
either.  This  was  accordingly,  in 
a  very  great  degree,  diftafteful  to 
that  affembly.  It  Was.  indeed,  but 
too  true,  that  Paris  was  fall  affum- 
ing  the  iliape  of  an  independent  re¬ 
public,  and  making  alarming  ft  rides 
towards  the  pofleffion  6f  power ; 
and  it  was  no  lefs  true,  that  the 
national  affembly,  thoJ  fully  aware 
and  apprehenfive  of  the  danger, 
yet,  whether  through  want  of  Spi¬ 
rit?  /:•  through  whatever  other  caufe, 
did  no.  venture  to  attempt  confin¬ 
ing  tha  uu-y  debt  capital  within  due 
bounds  of  iu'ftedfion  ;  but  they 
were  by  no  means,  plea  fed  or  fatis- 
fied  that  her  independence  or  power 
Should  be  fo  rmally  acknowledged 
by  a  miniftcrof  Hate. 

The  f'econd  fault  was  his  addref- 
%g  the  electors  of  Paris  as  a  legal 
*d  ,  when  their  proper  functions 
x  ended  no  farther  than  to  the 
c  iooficg  of  reprefentatives  ;  and  the 
new  command  with  which  they 
were  .entrufted  by  the  people  cn  the 
13th  proceeded  merely  from  there 
being  no  other  body  of  men  in 
whom  they  could  immediately  con¬ 
fide  ;  but  that  refractory  populace, 
who  abhorred  every  degree  of  fub- 
ordination,  were  already  heartily 
tired  of  the  government  exercifed 
by  the  electors,  and  were  befides 
become  much  difiatisfed  with,  and 
extremely  jealous  of  them  on  the 
*rery  grounds  of  Neckar’s  fpeech  ; 
fo  that  when  he  probably  thought 
he  was  highly  flattering  and  pleaf- 
ing  the  people  by  the  compliments 
Jhe  paid,  and  the  powers  which  he 
attributed  to  their  council  at  the 
Hotel  de  Villc,  his  eloquent  ha¬ 
rangue  was  producing  a  directly 
‘■contrary  effect,  and  exciting  the  tit- 
teofi  difgufi  .and  averiloa  in  the 


minds  of  the  crowd.  For  the  coun¬ 
cil  having  already  given  a  promife 
that  Bezenval  fhould  have  his  li¬ 
berty,  and  having  like  wife  fent  a 
proclamation  for  general  pardon 
and  peace  round  to  the  different 
municipalities  for  their  approba- 
tion,  the  people  confidered  this  as  a 
flagrant  invaiion  of  their  mod  facred 
rights,  and  reftriction  upon  their 
new  powers  of  determination  on 
the  quefiions  of  peace  or  war,  as ' 
well  as  on  their  favourite  exercife 
of  adminiftering  fumrnary  juibice  ; 
and  being  now  further  irritated  by 
this  direeft  and  public  appeal  to  an 
authority  which  was  become  in  the 
high  eft.  degree  odious,  they  grew 
ourageous,  and  a  fecond  general 
tumult  was  expected  and  threat¬ 
ened. 

The  council  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville 
foon  perceived  their  danger,  and 
having  immediately  retraced  the 
two  obnoxious  meafures,  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  eleftors,  finding  that  they 
were  confidered  and  to  be  treated 
as  ufurpers,  endeavoured  to  fave 
themfelves  by  as  fpeedy  a  refigna- 
tion  of  their  feats.  The  whole 
government  of  the  tumultuous  ca¬ 
pital  was  then  placed  in  a  body 
which  was  called  the  reprefentative 
affembly  of  the  commons  of  Paris, 
with  the  mayor,  M,  Bailly,  at  its 
head.  "  ■ 

The  more  violent  of  the  mal¬ 
content  diftri&s  in  Paris  were  fo 
inflamed  at  the  very  mention  or 
thought  of  an  amnefty,  that  they 
fent  a  deputation  to  the  national  af¬ 
fembly,  partly  to  complain  of  the 
attempt,  and  partly  to  warn  them 
again  ft  adopting  or  giving  a  fanc- 
tion  to  fuch  a  meafure.  The  af¬ 
fembly,  who  were  not  much  more 
difpofed  than  themfelves  to  approve 
of  it,  declared  that  a  tribunal  fhould 
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foon  be  appointed  to  try  the  late 
minifters,  and  other  delinquents, 
and  a  committe  appointed  in  the 
mean  time  to  examine  into  the 
accufations  again  A  them  The  af- 
fembly  like  wile  decreed,  that  Be- 
zenval  fliould  be  kept  under  fafe 
guard  at  Brie  Compte  Robert,  me 
town  where  he  was  then  confined. 
This  was  to  him  the  meft  fortunate 
claufe  that  ever  wa  v  or  could  be 
penned  ;  for  the  writers  on  both 
hides  acknowledge  or  declare,  that 
no  human  power  could  have  pre¬ 
vented  another  public  murder  if  he 
had  been  brought  to  Paris.  This 
opinion  was  indeed  fully  confirmed 
by  the  following  fact,  that  thirty 
thoufand  frantic  Parifians  waited 
for  him  a  whole  day  at  the  Place  de 
Greve,  and  had,  with  favage  plea- 
fure,  all  the  inftruments  of  infult 
and  death  prepared  for  his  recep¬ 
tion. 

Indeed  it  was  evident  that  things 
were  now  arrived  at  fuch  a  pitch, 


that  no  fecurity  for  liberty,  pro¬ 
perty,  or  life  could  be  found  in 
the  country?  unleis  feme  effectual 
curb  was  fpeedily  placed  upon  the 
revengeful  and  cruel  fpiiit  of 
the  people ;  for  it  had  already 
fpread  with  dreadful  difplay  into 
the  provinces  ;  where  they  had  ge¬ 
nerally  taken  up  arms  as  foon  as 
they  heard  of  the  revolution  at 
Paris.  Every  bad  man  (and  that 
order  was  at  leaft  as  numerous  as 
ufual)  made  the  public  good  a  pre¬ 
tence  for  wreaking  his  malice  upon 
his  private  enemies.  The  tenants 
thought  this  a  happy  opportunity 
for  fhaking  off  all  dependance  on 
their  landlords,  and  converting  their 
farms  into  eftates  ;  and  petty  wars 
were  thus  generated  in  various 
parts  between  the  former  and  the 
landed  proprietors*  Numerous  other 
fources  of  difcord  were  invented  or 
found,  and  details  of  crimes  and 
cruelties  were  echoed  from  every 
quarter. 


[The  extraordinay  length  of  our  Hiftory,  which  has  this  year 
gone  far  beyond  its  prefcribed  limits,  and  all  paft  example,  compels  us 
unwillingly,  to  defer  the  completion  of  this  fingular  revolution  to  our 
next  volume,] 
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JANUARY, 

Halifax,  November  1 1,  1778. 

N  Saturday  the  ift  of  this 
month,  the  Academy  at  Wind- 
for  was  opened  by  the  bifhop  of 
Nova  Scotia  ;  the  magiftrates  and 
principal  gentlemen  of  the  county 
of  Hants  attended,  which  added 
much  to  the  folemnity  that  was  ob- 
ferved  on  an  occafion  fo  truly 
pleahug  as  the  opening  of  the  firft 
public  feminary  in  this  province. 

The  bifhop  began  with  prayers, 
and  then  delivered  a  Xatin  otation, 
in  which  he  pointed  out  the  many 
advantages  the  public  would  derive 
from  the  inftitution,  and  feverally 
addreffed  the  magiflrates,  the  tutors, 
and  the  ftudents. 

He  next  read  over  the  regulati¬ 
ons  that  were  eflablifhed  by  the  gen¬ 
tleman  appointed  to  undertake  the 
general  government  of  the  acade¬ 
my*  Thefe  regulations  are  well 
calculated  to  preferve  order,  to  en¬ 
force  diligence  in  the  tutors,  and 
to  promote  application  and  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  ftudents.  The  bufinefs 
of  the  academy  being  finifhed,  the 
magiflrates  and  gentlemen  of  the 
county  of  Hants  prefented  an  ex¬ 
cellent  addrefs  to  the  bifhop,  to 
which  he  returned  a  fuitable  anfwer. 

Mrs.  Helen  Bettenfon,  of  Se- 
renoaks,  in  Kent,  an  opulent  mai¬ 
den  lady,  lately  deceafed,  among 
many  legacies,  has  left  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hethrington’s  charity  for  blind 
perfons  io,oooi.  three  per  cent, 
confolidated  annuities  to  St.  Luke’s 
Hofpital,  the  fame  ;  to  Bromley 
College,  the  fame  ;  to  St.  George's 


Hofpital,  500I.  to  Mr.  Gregory  of 
Clifford’s  Inn,  200I.  ;  to  his  wife 
look  and  2cl.  per  annum  more,  ia 
confideration  of  taking  care  of  her 
Italian  greyhound ;  to  all  her  fer- 
vants  iol.  a  year  for  life  ;  to  her 
executors  xoool.  to  erett  a  monu¬ 
ment  in  Weflminfler  Abbey,  with 
a  fuitable  infeription  (which  is  to 
to  be  read  and  approved  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  royal  Society),  for  the 
late  Martin  Folkes,  efq ;  who  was 
prefident  of  the  Royal  Society  ;  all 
the  refidue  of  her  eflate  to  earl 
Stanhope,  lord  Amherfl.  and  Mul- 
ton  Lambard,  efq;  fhare  and  fhare 
alike,  whom  fhe  appoints  the  execu¬ 
tors  and  truflees  of  her  will. 

December .  Hiftory,  fays  a  French 
meteorologiil,  does  not  afford  us  aa 
example,  of  fo  long  and  cold  a 
winter  as  the  prefent.  The  froft 
began  on  the  24th  of  November, 
with  a  N.  E.  wind,  and  continued 
increafing  night  and  day  till  the 
24th  of  December,  when  a  tem¬ 
porary  thaw  came  on,  which  lafled 
only  two  days,  after  which  the  froft 
returned,  and  continued  till  the  fe- 
cond  of  January.  The  Seine  was 
frozen  over  entirely. 

Lower  Rhine,  Dec.  27.  Sad  ac 
counts  are  received  from  all  parts 
of  Germany  concerning  the  fudden 
and  fevere  froll.  Many  perfons 
and  animals  have  been  found  fro¬ 
zen  to  death  in  the  roads,  which 
the  great  fall  of  fnow  has  rendered 
impaffable.  This  age  affords  no 
example  of  fo  extreme  a  froft  as 
there  was  in  many  places  on  the 
17th  inftant ;  in  the  morning  of 
that  day  Fahrenheit’s  Thermome- 
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ter  at  Leipfick  was  27  degrees  be¬ 
low  o,  which  ig  from  five  to  fer 
ven  degrees  lower  than  it  was  in 
the  famous  winters  of  1709  and 
1740.  In  the  fouth  part  of  Ger¬ 
many  the  cold  has  not  been  fo  fe- 
vere  ;  the  Rhine  is  frozen  over  at 
Cologne,  and  in  many  places'  wag¬ 
gons  and  carriages  pafs  over  it 
loaded. 

On  the  23d  of  this  month  in 
the  morning,  at  about  two  o’clock, 
and  again  in  the  evening  at  fe- 
ven  o’clock,  a  fevere  fhock  of  an 
earthquake”,  accompanied  by  a  loud 
Subterraneous  noife,  was  felt  at 
Frankfort.  On  the  following  day 
there  was  a  fevere  dorm,  with  a 
great  fall  of  fnow. 

At  Bremen,  Farenhert’s  Ther¬ 
mometer  on  the  13th  Rood  at  4 
degrees  under  o,  on  the  15th  it 
was  the  like,  but  on  the  16th  in 
the  morning,  at  half  pad  feven,  it 
'was  at  12  degrees,  and  at  half  pail 
ten  at  144-  degrees  under  o.  In 
1740,  there  was  a  continuation  of 
cold  at  4  degrees  below  c  ;  and  in 
1 784  ;  the  ffronged  c.okl  was  on 
the  Jill  of  Dec.  at  8  degrees  be¬ 
low  o,  but  it  only  laded  till  ten 
o’clock. 

On  the  2 id  of  December,  the 
noble  palace  of  the  duke  of  Gour- 
la'nd  at  Mittau  in  Poland,  took  fire 
by  feme  accident,  and  was  in  a  great 
part  dedroyed,  with  its  magnificent 
furniture, 

Edinburgh,  Dtc.  24.  i  his  day 
James  Falcbnar  and  Peter  Bruce, 
late  merchants'  in  Dundee,  were 
'executed  agreeable  to.  a  fen te nee 
of  the  High  Court  of  judiciary, 
pronounced  again  ft  them  on  the 
14th  of  Auguft  lad,  for  breaking 
into  the  Banking-Office  of  Dun¬ 
dee,  which  fentence'  Had  been  ref¬ 
lated  'two  different  times,  the  lad 


of  which  refpites  expired  yederday. 
With  their  lad  breath,  and  during 
the  whole  time  of  their  confine¬ 
ment,  they  have  uniformly  denied 
their  atcefiion  to,  or  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  intention  of  perpe¬ 
trating  the  crime  for  which  they 
differed. 

Dublin ,  7 an.  13.  During  the 
tempeduous  wind  this  morning,  a 
heavy  and  mod  tremendous  fea  rol¬ 
led  into  our  harbour,  and  did  con- 
liderable  damage  to  the  new  wall, 
where  it  difplaced  dones  of  an 
enormous  weight,  and  beat  in  the 
parapet  wall  at  the  foot  of  the  Light- 
houfe,  The  waves  rofe  to  the  iron 
balludrade,  againft  which,  as  well 
as  the  other  parts  of  the  tower,  the 
billows  dallied  with  fuch  fury  as 
made  the  watchmen  aimed  defpair 
of  their  lives  for  fome  hours. 

From  the  London  Gazette. 

Madrid ,  Jan.  20.  The  king  of 
Spain  was  proclaimed  in  this  ca¬ 
pital  oir  Saturday  the  17th  Ind. 
with  all  cullomary  ceromonies. 
The  Conde  de  Altemira,  as  Al- 
ferez-Major  of  Madrid,  bore  the 
Royal  Standard,  and  was  accom¬ 
panied  in  the  procefiion  by  a 
great  number  of  grandees  on  horfes 
very  richly  capariloned,  and  alfo  by 
the  Corregidor,  Alguazils,  He¬ 
ralds,  and  others.  The  procla¬ 
mation  wrs  repeated  in  different 
parts  of  the  city;  and  filver  and 
gold  coins,  prepared  for  the  occasi¬ 
on,  were  thrown  by  the  Heralds 
among  the  people.  The  fil'd  pro¬ 
clamation  was  made  in  the  great 
fquar'e,  in  front  of  the  palace. 
Their.  Catholic  Majedies  were  pre- 
fent,  feated  in  a  balcony,  and  at¬ 
tended  by  the  the  ambaffadors  and 

j 

Other  foreign  miniders,  and  by  the 
principal  officers  of  date.  The  ac¬ 
clamations  of  the  people  were  great, 

and 
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and  exprefliveof  much  loyalty  and 
HFeftion  to  their  fovereign.  The 
public  mourning  was  fufpended 
for  three  days,  a  very  large  lift  of 
promotions  was  published,  various 
entertainmants  and  balls  were  given, 
and  there  was  a  general  illumination 
on  each  of  the  three  evenings. 

Oxford ,  Jan.  3.  On  Tuefdav 
laft  the  mercury  in  a  thermometer 
expofed  to  a  North  Eaft  afpeft  in 
the  open  air,  in  this  city,  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  fo  low  as  13  degrees 
of  Fahrenheit's  fcale,  at  feven  in 
the  morning,  which  is  the  ioweft  de¬ 
gree  it  has  been  feen  at  here  this  fea- 
fon,  and  is  exatfly  the  fame  as  the 
greatelh  cold  cbferved  in  the  hard 
frofl:  1739-40  ;  but  the  thermome¬ 
ter  has  been  noticed  lower  than  this 
in  England  at  different  periods  fince 
that  time. 

Feb.  12,  1 7 7 1 ,  at  Cambridge, 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  Hood  at 
fixdegrees  above  o,  and  at  Lyn¬ 
don,  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  on 
the  fame  day,  at  four  degrees  :  once 
during  the  froft  in  17763.1  9  ;  and 
on  January  18,  1767,  at  Derby, 
even  fo  low  as  nearly  one  degree 
below  o. 

Laft  Sunday  quickfilver  was  re¬ 
duced  here  to  the  (late  of  a  perfectly 
folid  metal,  by  the  ufual  means  for 
generating  artificial  cold,  which  is 
prefumed  to  be  the  firft  inftance  of 
th  is  kind  upon  record  in  Britain  : 
and  on  Tuefday  following  fome 
quickfilver  was  again  completely 
frozen  (which  is  ftill  more  extra¬ 
ordinary)  in  a  frigorific  mixture 
compofed  of  powdered  falts  (ufed 
in  the  ftead  of  fnow)  dilfolved  in 
a  diluted  mixture  of  mineral  acids. 

A.  lady  fent  to  the  prifo- 
ners  in  Newgate  ioh  to  buy 
coals,  with  an  offer  of  three  gui¬ 
neas  to  any  debtor  confined  for 


iol.  to  151.  if  his  difeharge  can 
be  obtained  for  that  fum .  From 
that  fum  to  20I.  and  upwards,  four 
and  five  guineas  upon  the  fame 
condition.  In  confequence  of  which, 
a  lift  of  thofe  prifoners  who  can 
be  entitled  to  this  benefit  has  been 
made  out,  and  the  different  fums 
annexed  to  each,  agreeably  to  the 
intention  of  the  benevolent  donor. 

A  draft  of  1000I.  was  re-  ^  , 
ceived  in  the  Chamber  of  Lon-  uth* 


don,  inclofed  in  the  following  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
Treafurer,  addrefted  to  the  Cham¬ 
berlain  of  London,  at  his  office, 
Guildhall  : 

“  Sir,  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  apprehending  that 
the  poor  of  the  city  of  London 
might  fuftain  fome  hardfhip  and 
inconvenience,  in  this  inclement 
feafon,  from  the  delay  of  the 
king’s  annual  bounty,  arifing  from 
the  prefent  unfortunate  ftate  of 
his  Majefty’s  health,  has  com¬ 
manded  me  to  pay  ioool.  into  the 
Chamber  of  London,  to  be  applied 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  the 
fame  manner  that  his  Majefty’s 
bounty  has  ufually  been.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Henry  Lyte.’’ 

Elis  Royal  Highnefs  fent  alfo 
2ccl.  to  Edinburgh,  to  be  applied 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  that  city. 

The  Thames  at  Ironnate 

o  *  l-j 

to  the  oppofite  ffiore  is  fro¬ 
zen  over,  numbers  of  perfons  hav¬ 
ing  walked  acrofs  yefterday.  At 
Shadwell,  the  Thames  is  likewife 
frozen  over,  feveral  booths  are  fixed 
on  the  ice,  and  yefterday  an  ox 
was  roafted  whole,  and  fold  to  the 
people  who  were  fkaiting  and  Hi¬ 
ding. 

Letters  from  Limerick  mention, 
that  the  river  Shannon  is  frozen 

m  4 
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up  beyond  what  has  been  remem¬ 
bered.  The  thermometer  has  been 
at  21  and  half  degrees  below  freez¬ 
ing  point,  which  is  the  very  ex- 
tremed  cold  in  Europe. 

The  lcene  on  the  Thames  is  very 
entertaining ;  from  Putney  bridge 
upwards,  the  rivery  is  completely 
frozen  over,  and  people  walk  to 
and  from  the  different  villages  on 
the  face  of  the  deep.  Gppofite 
to  Win dfor-ffcreet,  booths  have  been 
eredled  fines  Friday  lad,  and  a 
fair  is  kept  on  the  river.  Multi¬ 
tudes  of  people  are  continually 
palling  and  repalling  ;  puppet  (hows, 
round  abouts,  and  all  the  various 
amufements  of  Bartholomew  fair 
are  exhibited.  In  ffiort,  Putney 
and  Fulham,  from  the  morning 
dawn  till  the  dufk  of  returning  even¬ 
ing,  is  a  fcene  of  feftivity  and  gaiety. 

,  A  young  bear  was  baited 
3211  on  the  ice,  oppofite  to  Red- 
riff,  which  drew  multitudes  toge¬ 
ther,  and  fortunately  no  accident 
happened  to  interrupt  their  fport. 

Th  is  day  the  feliions  at  the 
1 8th.  ga-fey?  which  began  on 

Wednefday  lad,  ended,  when  18 
convidls  received  fentence  of  death  ; 
among  them  were  two  mod:  atro¬ 
cious  villains,  William  Woodcock, 
and  Cornelius  Carty ;  the  fird,  for 
the  premeditated  murder  of  his 
wife,  which  he  perpetrated  by  frac¬ 
turing  her  fkull,  and.  beating  off 
her  ears  with  a  bludgeon  ;  the 
ether,  after  having  robbed  x  Mr* 
"Williams  on  the  highway,  dabbed 
him  in  the  groin  with  a  knife,  of 
which  wound  he  lan  guided  a  few 
days  in  the  molt  extreme  mifery, 
and  then  died,  leaving  a  family  un¬ 
provided  for.  Thefe  tvyo  have 
flnce  been  executed. 

,  Lately  the  quedion  which 
has  long  been  debated  between 
the  public  and.  the  farmers  of  the 


pod  horfe  duties,  was  finally  deter¬ 
mined  in  the  Court  of  King's- 
bench,  before  Lord  Kenyon,  and 
the  other  Judges  of  that  Court, 
when  it  was  folemnly  adjudged, 
“  That  the  hiring  a  horfe  for  any 
diftance,  and  returning  the  fame 
day,  is  not  fubjedl  to  the  duty. 

Advices  have  been  received  that 
Oczakow  was  taken  by  dorm  on 
the  17th  of  lad  month.  The  af« 
fault  was  given  in  confequence  of 
the  powder  magazines  of  the  for- 
tref*  having  been  blown  up  by  a 
fliell.  Sixthoufand  Turks  are  fa  id 
to  have  been  killed,  and  three  thou- 
fand  made  prifoners.  The  lols  of 
the  Ruffians  is  edimated  at  400Q. 
The  following  is  an  authentic  copy 
of  the  account  lately  fent  to 
Prince  Gailitzin,  Ambaffiador 
from  Ruffia,  at  Vienna : 
u  Oczakow  was  carried  by  af- 
fault  on  the  17th  of  December, 
The  number  of  the  befiegers  were 
14,000  men,  that  of  the  garrifon 
12,000.  There  were  7400  killed 
on  the  field,  without  reckoning 
thofe  fabred  in  the  houfes. 

‘‘  There  were  found  in  the  place 
30c  metal  cannon  and  mortars. 
The  grand  magazine  blew  up,  but 
a  great  quantity  of  ammunitions  of 
every  fpecies  was  taken. 

^  The  number  of  inhabitants, 
are  25,000,  amongd  whom  are 
4000  very  fine  women. 

“  The  Ruffians  have  Iod  iooq 
men,  including  180  officers.  The 
Pacha  who  commanded  the  fortrefs 
has  been  made  a  prifoner  with  the 
garrifon  ;  but  the  Aga  who  led  the 
troops  was  cut  to  pieces,  as  he  re¬ 
futed  to  furrender.’’ 

They  write  from  Condantinople, 
that  the  Divan,  to  excite  the  greater 
courage  in  the  foldiers,  have  had  a 
new  coin  druck,  with  the  following 
infeription  In  Arabick  : 

Ther$ 


c  H  R  o  N 

<c  There  is  one  God ;  there  is 
one  prophet,  Mahomet  is  his  name. 
The  true  vidtories  come  from  God, 
who  is  our  king,  and  with  whom 
Mahomet  is  our  advocate  :  he 
teaches  us  to  pray,  to  believe,  and 
conquer.  The  God  of  Mamomet  is 
o ;ar  God  ;  the  prophets  of  God  are 
Mahomet,  Abukekir,  Omar  and 
Ali.  O  Mahomet,  foie  mailer  of 
riches  and  vidlory,  let  the  blood 
fpilt  in  battles  again  ft  mifcreants 
be  dear  and  facred  to  thee  !” 

D  i  ed. — At  his  houfe  at  Walcot- 
place,  Lambeth,  in  his  85th  year, 
the  celebrated  Jn.  Broughton,  whcfe 
ikill  in  boxing  is  well  known,  and 
will  ever  be  recorded  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  that  fcience.  He  was  ori¬ 
ginally  bred  a  watterman.  His  pa¬ 
tron,  the  late  Duke  oi  Cumber¬ 
land,  got  him  appointed  one  of  the 
yoemen  of  the  guards,  which  place 
he  enjoyed  till  his  death.  He  was 
buried  in  Lambeth  church,  on  the 
2  ill  inftant ;  and  his  funeral  pro- 
ceffion  was  adorned  with  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  fevend  capital  pro- 
feifors  of  boxing.  He  is  fuppofed 
to  have  died  worth  7000I. 

At  Antwerp,  agreed  104,  Philip 
Coets.  He  was  a  foldier  from  his 
youth,  and  ferved  in  all  the  cam¬ 
paigns  of  Prince  Eugene  againft  the 
Turks.  In  1717  he  was  at  the 
capture  of  Belgrade  ;  at  40  years 
old  he  married,  and  lived  with  his 
firft  wife  1 2  years,  by  whom  he 
had  fix  children  and  ten  grand¬ 
children.  At  fixty  years  of  age  he 
married  again,  and  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  from  whom  fprang  30  grand¬ 
children.  He  was  fo  ftrong,  that, 
at  73  years  of  age,  he  lifted  a 
but  of  beer  from  a  cart  without 
the  leaft  trouble.  Having  loll  his 
fecond  wife,  at  92  he  married 
again,  but  had  no  children.  He 
was  always  in  health,  and  prc- 
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ferved  all  his  fenfes  except  hit 
hearing,  till  his  death. 

F~E  B  R  U  A  R  Y. 

On  the  5th  of  December  laft. 
Admiral  Greig  was  interred  with 
great  funeral  pomp  at  Revel,  by 
order  of  her  imperial  Majefty  of 
Ruffia,  fome  days  before  the  procel- 
fion  took  place,  the  body  lay  in  ftate, 
dreffed  in  the  Admiral's  grand 
uniform,  having  a  crown  of  laurel 
on  its  head.  The  coffin,  placed 
on  fix  maffiey  lilver  feet,  was  co¬ 
vered  with  black  velvet,  lined  with 
white  fattm,  and  handles,  fringes, 
and  galons,  all  made  of  lilver.  The 
pillows  for  his  head,  and  for  the 
ftate-bed,  were  of  white  fattin, 
trimmed  with  rich  blond  lace.  On 
each  fide  of  the  bed  were  three 
tabourets  (ftooles),  covered  with 
white  fattin,  richly  trimmed  with 
fringe  and  tufts  of  gold.  On  thef6 
ftools  were  placed  the  Admiral’s 
ftaffi,  and  the  five  different  orders 
of  knighthood  which  had  been  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him.  (The  enamel 
of  one  of  the  points  of  the  crofs 
of  St.  George  had  been  carried 
away,  and  the  point  bent,  by  a 
ball  he  received  in  the  fight  in  the 
Archipelago  with  the  Turks  laft 
war. )  On  twelve  hands  covered 
with  black,  and  ornamented  with 
white  crape  and  flowerss  were  pla¬ 
ced  twelve  large  filver  candlefticks, 
with  funeral  wax  tapers.  The  three 
flags  of  the  deceafed  were  hung 
at  the  head  of  the  bed ;  two  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  State  Major,  and  fix: 
Captains  of  the  marine,  who  were 
alternately  relieved,  attended  at  the 
fides  of  the  bed,  and  two  Lieu¬ 
tenants  guarded  the  door  of  the 
hall,  and  fub-officers  from  thence 
quite  to  the  door  of  the  court  ; 
alfo  a  number  of  private  centinels. 

The 
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The  proceflion  was  anfwerable, 
in  every  refpedt,  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  above  folemriity.  The  bo- 
dy  was  drawn  by  fix  horfes,  pro- 
perley.  decorated  and  attended,  and 
placed  in  a  tomb  prepared  on  pur- 
pofe  in  the  cathedral  of  Revel, 
amidd  a  triple  difcharge  of  all 
the  troops  and  cannon  from  the 
ramparts,  together  with  thole  of  the 
.fleet. — Such  honours  were  never 
before  paid  to  any  naval  com¬ 
mander  in  Ruilia. 

Advices  are  received  from  Ja¬ 
maica,  that  on  Saturday  the  15th  of 
November  arrived  in  port  Royal 
Harbour,  from  St.  John's,  in  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  his  Majedy’s 
frigate  Andromeda,  of  32  guns, 
commanded  by  his  Royal  Highnefs 
Prince  William  Henry.  Immedi¬ 
ately  on  his  arrival  his  Royal 
Highnefs  was  faluted  by  the  forts, 
and  his  Majedy’s  fhips  in  Port- 
Royal  Harbour. 

On  Tuefday  the  whole  Houfe  of 
Aflembly  waitedon  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  with  their  congratulations. 

On  the  2d  of  December  the 
Houfe  voted  1000  guineas,  to  be 
laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  an  ele¬ 
gant  liar,  ornamented  with  dia¬ 
monds,  to  be  prefented  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  Prince  William 
Henry,  his  Majedy’s  third  fon,  as 
4t  an  humble  tellimoney  of  the  very 
high  refpedt  and  edeem  that  ifland 
entertains  for  his  eminent  virtues, 
and  the  happinefs  they  feel  in  fee¬ 
ing  him  amongft  them  ;  as  well  as  of 
the  grateful  fenfe  they  have  of 
the  particular  attention  which  his 
Royal  Highnefs  pays  to  the  duties 
of  a  profefiion  which  is  the  fup- 
port  and  defence  of  the  Britifli 
Empire  in  general,  and  of  that 
Hand  in  particular.’’ 

His  Royal  Highnefs  received 


that  mark  of  the  Afiembly’s  regard 
in  a  manner  that  gave  general 

fatisfacdion. 


Dundee^  Feh.  4.  Lad  week  a 
boy,  about.  14  years  of  age,  was  im- 
prifoncd  here,  for  abdradting  a  bill 
of  22I.  feeding  value  from  a  letter 
which  he  took  from  the  letter-hole 
of  the  pod- office,  by  fixing  finite 
pade  or  pitch,  or  fome  fuch  ar¬ 
ticle,  in  the  hole,  and  by  that 
means  the  letters  duck  before  they 
reached  the  box  below.  He  re- 
forted  to  the  hole  at  night,  and 
carried  away  all  the  letters  that 
duck,  and  afterwards  opened  them. 

A  quedion  of  the  greated 
importance  to  the  merchants’ 
fervice,  in  refpedt  to  the  Captain’s 
legal  right  to  inforce  good  difei- 
pline  on  board  of  his  (hip,  and  to 
punifh  the  breach  of  it,  was  de¬ 
termined  in  an  adtion  againd  a 
Captain  of  an  Ead  India  fliip, 
at  the  fuit  of  his  Boatfwain,  which 
was  tried  at  Wedminder  Hall,  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  judice  Heath,  and  a  fpe- 
cialjury.  This  action  was  brought 
in  confeqnence  of  the  Captain 
having  caufed  the  boatfwain  to  be 


dogged  on  board  his  fliip.  The 
Captain,  refolved  to  have  tbi3 
point  fettled,  which  has  lately  given 
rife  to  that  mutinous  kind  of  con- 
dud,  (  the  effedt  of  which  has  been 
too  feverely  felt  in  the  lofs  of  fe- 
veral  valuable  fhips)  judified  his 
having  given  this  flogging  as  a 
punifimient  for  the  boatfwain’s  mu¬ 
tinous  behaviour,  in  refilling  and 
negledting  to  do  his  duty  on  board. 
The  trial  laded  three  hours  ;  and 
the  jury,  under  the  diredlion  of  the 
learned  Judge,  gave  a  verdidt  for 
the  defendant,  without  retiring  out 
of  Court. 

This  evening  failed  Com-  , 
modore  Cornwallis,  with  the  y 

following 
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following  Oiips  for  India,  viz. 
Crown,  of  64  guns,  Capt.  Corn¬ 
wallis  ;  Phoenix,  of  36,  Capt. 
Byron;  Perfeverance,  of  36,  Capt. 
Smith  ;  Atalanta,  of  14,  Capt. 
Oelgarno  ;  and  Ariel,  of  14,  Lieut. 
Moorfom. 

The  long-expe&ed  battle 
IU  btween  Johnfon  and  Ryan, 
took  place  in  a  gravel  pit,  within 
a  quartet  of  a  mile  of  the  town 
of  Rickmanfworth,  in  Hertfordfhire, 
and  after  a  conteR  of  32  minutes 
and  a  half,  viftory  was  declared 
in  favour  of  Johnfon, 

The  fpot  on  which  the  fiage  was 
ereCted,  was  certainly  the  beft  cal¬ 
culated  of  any  ever  known,  as  al¬ 
though  upwards  of  6000  fpecfta- 
tors  were  prefent,  yet  no  one  perfon 
could  claim  a  fuperiority  of  flot¬ 
ation. — The  fet  of  conteR  was  in 
a  gravel-pit  of  great  depth,  Hop¬ 
ing  gradually,  and  in  the  bottom 
of  it,  the  Rage  of  21  feet  fquare 
was  eredled. 

The  door  money,  which  was  to 
be  divided  equally  between  john¬ 
fon  and  Ryon,  amounted  to  five 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds. — The 
report  was  given  out,  that  the  con- 
teR  was  to  take  place  in  the  yard 
of  the  Bell  Inn  ;  but  when  about 
four  thoufand  people  bad  fubfcnbed 
guineas,  half  guineas,  and  crowns, 
the  Rage,  which  had  been  depofi- 
ted  in  the  yard,  was  carried  to  the 
fpot  above  mentioned,  where  all 
ranks  might  equally  be  gratified. 

At  half  pait  two  o’clock,  Johnfon 
mounted  the  Rage,  with  Humphreys 
as  his  fecond,  and  in  about  two 
minutes  after  Ryan  appeared,  with 
a  maRer  baker  as  his  fecond. — 
As  foon  as  they  were  on  the  ilage, 
Major  hanger  appeared,  end  pre¬ 
ferred  a  hat  to  thofe  who  had  not 
fubferibed. — When  he  had  collected 


about  thirty  guineas,  the  Rage  was 
cleared 

When  the  combatants  Rripped, 
the  odds  were  two  to  one  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Johni  n,  though  Ryan  cer¬ 
tainly  appeared  the  largeR  man. 

The  fet-to  was  prodigioufly  fine, 
and  after  a  few  feints  on  each  fide, 
Ryan  put  in  the  firR  blow  on  the 
chcR  of  his  opponent,  and  brought 
him  down.  When  tire  time  was 
up,  and  each  were  on  their  guard, 
Johnfon  returned  the  compliment, 
by  a  fevere  blow  on  the  left  eye 
of  Ryan,  who  before  the  end  of 
the  battle  was  nearly  blind  of  that 
eye.  Although  there  were  about 
thirty  rounds,  yet  excepting  three 
times,  they  were  always  in  favour 
of  Johnfon.  One  time  in  parti¬ 
cular  Johnfon  was  beat  round  the 
Rage,  and  Ryan  placed  a  blow  on 
his  eye,  but  when  they  ciofed, 
Ryan  always  fell  undermoR.  And 
at  one  time  Humphreys  offered  to  lay 
ten  to  one  ;  the  odds  fluctuated  from 
two  to  one  to  that  enormous  belt. 

A  remarkable  inRance  cf  the 
power  of  confcience  latelyoccurred. 
The  fecretary  of  the  Sun  Fire-office 
received  a  letter,  written  in  a  foreign 
hand,  ip  doling  a  bank  note  of  tool, 
which  the  writer  of  the  letter  defir- 
ed  fhould  be  carried  to  the  account 


of  the  office,  and  acknowledged  in 
a  morning  paper  fome  day  the  firR 
week  in  January  ;  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done. 

Thirteen  men  brought  a  ^ 
waggon  with  a  ton  of  coals 
from  Loughborough  in  Leicefter- 
ffiire,  to  Carleton -houfe,  as  a  prefent 
to  the  prince  of  \\  Fes.  As  foon  as 
they  were  emptied  into  the  cellar, 
Mr.  Weltjie,  clerk  of  the  cellars, 
gave  them  four  guineas,  and  as  foon 
?.  s  the  prince  was  informed  of  it, 
his  Royal  Higheefs  lent  them  twenty 


guineas. 
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guineas.  They  performed  their  jour¬ 
ney,  which  is  1 1 1  miles,  inn  days, 
and  drew  it  all  the  way  without  any 
relief. 

,  This  evening  a  young 
v  French  gentleman  of  a  mod 
elegant  form,  and  genteely  d reded, 
put  the  defperate  refolution,  which 
he  feems,  by  a  letter  found  in  his 
pocket,  to  have  fome  time  formed, 
in  execution,  by  clapping  a  brace 
of  piftols  to  his  head,  and  putting 
himfelf  to  death.  On  Thurfday  he 
came  to  Greenwich  with  a  lady 
of  the  town,  as  was  fuppofed,  and 
a  fervant,  both  of  whom  he  dii- 
miifed  on  the  morning  previous  to 
his  committing  the  fuicide  ;  giving 
his  fervant  his  trunk,  his  wearing 
apparel,  and  other  valuable  con¬ 
tents,  and  like  wife  two  valuable 
watches.  v  The  red  of  the  day  he 
pail'ed  in  fauntering  about  the  town, 
and  waiting  upon  feme  officers  of 
rank  at  Greenwich  ;  among  others 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  to  whom  it  is 
faid  he  offered  money  to  be  dif- 
tributed  among  the  penlioners, 
which  was  politely  received.  He 
then  fee  me  d  to  think  his  money 
a  burden  to  him,  and  diftributed 
it,  without  any  view  to  charity,  as 
objects  prefented.  To  the  woman 
who  keeps  the  park  gate  he  is  faid 
to  have  given  fome  gold  and  a  bank 
note,  the  gold  die  accepted  :  the 
bank  note  ffie  returned  to  him, 
as  perhaps  not  knowing  its  value. 
Meeting  the  young  gentlemen  of 
Dr,  Egan’s  Academy,  as  they 
walked,  he  threw  amongff  them 
eieht  guineas  and  a  half.  This 
circumftance  being  reported  to  the 
F>odor,  he  was  11  fuck  with  fufpi- 
don  of  the  intended  faeft,  and  the 
Gentleman  being  feen  to  enter 
the  Park,  he  difpatched  one  of 
his  affiftants,  together  with  a  young 


Gentleman,  after  Iffin.  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  eroded  Mm  as  they  walked^ 
and  entering  into  conversion,  in¬ 
vited  him  to  take  tea  at  the  Doc¬ 
tor’s.  He  feemed  happy  to  meet 
with  thofe  who  could  converfe  with 
him,  and,  acknowledging  the  po- 
litenefs  of  their  invitation,  pulled 
forth  a  watch  he  had  ftill  remain¬ 
ing,  and  forced  it  on  the  young 
gentleman,  reqnefting  him  to  wear 
it  for  his  fake,  obferving  he  hini- 
felf  diould  have  no  further  occa- 
fion  for  it. 

The  Coroner’s  Jury  fat  on  , 
the  body  of  the  above  unfor- 
tunate  gentleman,  and  brought  in 
their  verdid  lunacy. 

The  king  pronounced  per- 
fedly  free  from  complaint, 

St.  Jame’s,  Feb.  27.  By  his 
majefty’s  command,  the  phyficians 
report  is  to  he  difeontinued  from 
this  day. 

Feb.  28th.  Died  at  Canons, 
aged  25;-  the  noted  horfe  EclipJ'e , 
who  had  made  the  fortune  of  his 
m after  Count  O’ Kelly,  and  furviv- 
ed  him  about  a  twelvemonth.  His 
heart  weighed  1 31b.  which  enabled 
him  to  do  what  he  did  in  fpeed 
and  exercife.  He  won  more  matches, 
and  covered  more  mares,  than  any 
horfe  of  the  race-breed  was  ever 
known  to  have  done,  and  his  fkc- 
leton  is  to  be  preferved.  He  was 
at  laft  fo  worn  out,  as  to  be  unable 
to  ftand,  and  was  conveyed,  in  a 
machine  conftrufted  on  purpofe, 
from  Epfom  to  Canons,  about  Mid- 
fummer  laft. 

Naples ,  Feb. — .  Our  court  is 
plunged  into  the  greateft  grief. 
The  fmall-pox  feems  particularly 
fatal  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
Since  "the  death  of  young  Prince 
Charles  Janvier,  their  Majefties 
have  had  another  lofs  ki  that  of 
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the  young  Prince  Lewis,  who  died 
lafl  night  of  the  {mall-pox.  aged 
five  months  and  fix  days.  He  had 
been  enoculated  ;  and  had  got  over 
eleven  days  from  the  operation 
very  well,  but  the  diforder  took 
a  turn;  and  his  weak  conflitiation 
yielded  to  it.  Their  Majeflies  are 
very  much  afflidted,  and  to  add  to 
their  grief ;  one  of  the  Royal 
Princeffes  is  attacked  with  that 
diforder  in  the  natural  way. 

Venice ,  Feb.  14.  The  moft  Se¬ 
rene  Polo  Renier,  Doge  of  Venice, 
died  lalt  night,  aged  feventy-nine 
vears.  He  was  eledled  to  that 
dignity  on  the  10th  of  February, 
1779. 


MARCH. 

^  The  Court  of  Delegates,  pur- 
fuant  to  adjournment,  affembled 
at  SerjeantVInn  Hall,  to  hear  the 
arguments  of  Counfel,  and  pro¬ 
nounced  judgment  in  the  long-de¬ 
pending  caufe  inftituted  by  Lady 
•Strathmore  againft  Mr.  Bowes,  for 
a  divorce. 

After  Meffifs.  Erfkine  and  Cham- 
bre,  as  Counfel  for  Mr.  Bowes, 
had  animadverted  upon  the  volumi¬ 
nous  body  of  evidence  in  the  caufe, 
the  Delegates  confulted  for  half  an 
hour  ;  after  which,  fentence  of  di¬ 
vorce  was  pronounced,  the  fubflance 
of  which  was  as  follows  : 

“  That  Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes, 
being  unmindful  of  his  conjugal 
vow,  and  not  having  the  fear  of 
God  before  his  eyes,  did,  on  the 
feveral  days  and  times  mentioned 
in  the  pleadings  of  this  caufe,  com¬ 
mit  the  feveral  adb  of  cruelty 
therein  mentioned,  and  did  alfo, 
on  the  days  therein  fet  forth,  com¬ 
mit  the  henious  crime  of  adultry. 
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“  The  Court  do  therefore  order 
and  decree,  that  the  faid  Andrew 
Robinfon  Bowes  and  Lady  Strath¬ 
more  be  divorced,  and  live  fepa- 
rate  from  each  oilier :  but  that 
neither  of  the  parties  marry  during 
the  natural  life  of  the  other  of" 
them/’ 

The  re-hearing  of  the  caufe 
between  the  fame  parties,  re- 
fpeding  the  right  of  Lady  Strath¬ 
more  to  the  eftates  of  her  anceflors, 
under  a  private  deed  of  fettle- 
ment  made  previous  to  her  marri¬ 
age  with  Mr.  Bowes',  came  on,  and 
was  determined  by  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  at  Lincoln’s  Inn  Hall. 

The  Counfei  for  Lady  Strath¬ 
more,  with  infinite  ability,  fup- 
ported  the  former  decree  pronoun¬ 
ced  in  favour  of  her  Ladyffiip  by 
Mr.  Juftice  Buller. 

The  Chancellor  pronounced  this 
deed  to  be  vailed,  and  that  Lady 
Strathmore  was  confequently  enti¬ 
tled  under  it  to  the  poffellion  of  her 
eftates.  His  Lordfhip,  therefore, 
ordered  the  former  decree  made  by 
Mr.  Juftice  Buller  to  be  affirmed. 

Copenhagen ,  March  3.  Lad  Wed- 
nefday  was  a  day  deilined  for  a 
tragical  event.  Some  traitors  had 
refolved  on  that  day  to  fet  fire  to 
the  Ruffian  fleet,  which  is  here 
at  this  time  ;  they  would  at  the 
fame  time  have  ruined  our  fleet, 
if  the  plot  had  not  previoudy  been 
difeovered. 

A  ffranger,  who  has  refided  in 
this  capital  for  a  confiderable  time, 
had  bought  of  a  Scotchman,  for 
12,000  rix-dollars,  a  ffiip  with 
its  whole  cargo,  that  was  anchored 
near  the  citadel ;  he  gave  him  for 
the  price  agreed  on,  a  fecond  bill  of 
exchange,  omitting  that  of  the  firffi 
date.  This  veffiel  was  loaded  with 
pitch,  rofin,  gunpowder,,  and  rum. 
It  had  be^en  fettled,  that  the  ow- 
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ner  was  to  fet  fire  to  the  above 
veffei,  on  the  appointed  day,  and 
to  fleer  it  towards  the  Ruffian 
fquadron,  with  a  promife  that  he 
fhould  have  50 rix-aoiiars  for 
every  ffiip  that  he  fhould  deftroy . 
The  owner,  fufpeding  fome  cheat 
in  the  bill  of  exchange,  betrayed 
the  plot.  He  was  leized,  and  on 
Saturday  night  went  through  an  in¬ 
terrogatory,  winch  lafled  till  three 
o’clock.  Notwithflanding  all  the 
fearch  and  the .  enquiries  that  have 
been  made,  the  ftranger  is  not  yet 
difcovered.  In  the  mean  while,  the 
velfel  is  detained. 

This  evening,  as  a  very  gen¬ 
s'**  teel  woman  was  walking  along 
the  Strand,  a  man,  feemingly  in  great 
agitation,  ran  after  her,  and  pulling 
a  raze  out  of -is  pocket,  drew  her 
Back  "and  cut  her  throat.  He  was 
radiantly  apprehended,  and'  after  a 
ihort  examination  committed  to 
prifon. 

The  Sell; one,  which  began 
5*  J“  at  the  Old  Bailey  on  Wednef- 
day  the  ,25th  of  Feb:  ended, 

-when  eight  com  ids  received  fez- 
tence  of  death  ;  33  were  ordered  to 
be  tra  (ported  j  8  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Newgate  9  to  bewhipt  and  dif- 
charged  :  and  24  to  be  difeharged  by 
proclamation. 

Previous  to  palling  fentence, 
George  Stevenfon,  who  received 
fentence  of  death  in  July,  17^2, 
and  who  had  made  his  efcape,  and 
been  at  large,  was  brought  into 
Court  to  be  identified*.  Mr,  biker- 
man  and  his  fervants  were  all  pofi- 
tive  to  his  perfon,  and  he.  was  re¬ 
manded  on  his  former  fentence. 

The  two  gold  medals,  of 
I5  guineas  each,  given  an¬ 
nually  by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  Chancellor,  of  the 
Uniyerfity  of  Cambridge,  for  the 
encouragement  of  claffical  learning, 
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were  adjudged  to  Mr.  Hey,  of 
Trinity-College,  and  Mr.  Evans,  of 
Pembroke-Hall,  junior  Batchelors 
of  Arts. 

Being  the  day  appointed  for  , 
the  King’s  meffiage  to  Parlia- 1  0t 
ment,  and  an  official  declaration  of 
the  complete  reiloration  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  health,  in  the  morning  the 
bells  rang  in  mofi  of  the  churches  ; 
at  noon  the  Park  and  Tower  guns 
were  fired  ;  the  flandard  was  honi¬ 
ed  on  the  White  Tower,  and  the 
foldiers  in  garrifon  were  entertained 
at  the  expence  of  their  colonel,  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter. 

During  the  day  the  river  below 
bridge  difplayed  the  colours  of  vari¬ 
ous  nations;  France,  Spain,  Holland, 
Pruffia,  Ruffia,  Portugal,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Ireland,  and  even  Ame¬ 
rica,  gave  their  tokens  of  joy,  fome 
with  devices  on  their  flramers,  and 
the  words  Long  live  the  King  in  large 
capitals,  either  at  the  mail-head,  or 
on  the  bowfprit. 

Of  lie  illuminations  it  is  im- 
poffable  to  give  a  defeription.  They 
were  literally  general.  All  the  in¬ 
habitant':  feemed  to  vie  with  each 
other  who  fhould  give  the  moft 
beautiful  and  pidurefque  devices  on 
the  occafion,  and  who  fhould  teftify 
their  loyalty  in  the  moft  confpicuous 
manner.  In  ffiorr,  fo  general  was 
the  tribute  ofaffedion  to  our  belov¬ 
ed  Monarch,  that,  could  his  royal 
eye  have  furveyed  the  fplendour, 
and  witneffed  every  accompanying 
demonstration  of  gladnefs,  he  would 
have  retired  with  as  proud  feelings 
as  ever  animated  the  bofom  of  a 
King  ;  it  was  a  trophy  that  refleded 
as  much  true  dignity  on  the  So¬ 
vereign  as  it  did  honour  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  nation. 

This  day  the  foreign  minif-  ^  ^ 
ters  hereafter  mentioned  had 
private  audiences  of  his  Majefty. 

His 
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His  Excellency  the  Marquis  del 
Campo,  Ambalfador  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Court 
of  Spain,  to  deliver  his  credentials  ; 
the  Count  de  Lull,  Envoy  Ex¬ 
traordinary  from  the  King  of  Pruf- 
lia,  to  take  leave  of  his  Majefty  ; 
and  the  Chevalier  d’  Alvenlleben, 
his  fucceffor  in  the  fame  character, 
to  deliver  his  Credentials.  And 
they  had  afterwards  in  the  like 
manner  private  audience  of  her 
Majefty. 

,  The  workmen  employed  in 
3  ‘new  paving  the  choir  of  St. 
George’s  chapel  at  Windfor  dif- 
covered  a  decay  in  the  fiones  which 
clofed  up  the  entrance  into  the  vault 
where  Edward  IV.  had  been  de- 
pofited.  Two  of  the  canons  and 
the  furveyor  entering  the  vault, 
viewed  the  royal  body  inclofed  in  a 
leaden  and  a  wooden  coffin,  reduced 
to  a  Ikeieton  which  meafured  fix 
feet  three  inches,  the  fkull  reclined 
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to  the  left  or  north  fide,  with  a 
quantity  of  long  brown  hair  which 
had  fallen  offi  it,  but  no  traces 
of  envelope  or  cerecloth,  nor  any 
rings  or  other  infignia.  A  liquor 
covered  the  bottom  of  the  inner 
coffin  to  the  depth  of  about  four 
inches,  which  on  examination  was 
found  to  be  only  the  moifiure  which 
had  drained  from  the  body.  On  the 
King’s  coffin  lay  another  of  wood, 
only  much  decayed,  which  contained 
the  Ikeleten  of  a  woman  ;  who,  from 
the  marks  of  age  about  the  fcull, 
was  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  his 
Q_tieen,  Elizabeth  Widville,  who 
died  three  years  after  him  in 
confinement  at  Bermondfey  Abbey, 
and  was  probably  buried  with  lefs 
pomp.  The  body  of  his  fifth 
daughter  Mary,  who  died  the  year 
before  him,  and  was  the  only  perfon 
of  his  family  buried  at  Windfor, 
was  not  in  this  vault,  which  from 
various  ciroumltances  appealed  to 
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have  been  opened  and  plundered 
at  fome  former  period.  On  the  walls 
of  the  vault  was  written  in  chalk, 
in  abreviated  characters  of  the 
time,  Edward  or  Ed-wardu  s  IV.  and. 
levcral  names  of  Workmen  or  allifi- 
ants  at  the  funeral. 

Edward  IV.  died  April  9.  1482, 
and  was  buried  the  18th  following 
in  this  chapel,  whole  foundation 
himfelf  had  laid. 

The  nine  following  male-  g  ^ 
faCtors  were  executed  before  A  *  * 
the  debtors  door  at  Newgate,  pur- 
fuant  to  their  lenience,  viz.  Hugh 
Murphy  and  Chriftian  Murphy, 
alias  Bowman,  for  coining  ;  Charles 
Meffienger  and  Tredway  Pocock, 
William  Col  lard,  and  John  Nor- 
rington,  for  burglary  ;  James  Grace 
and  Jofeph  Walker,  for  coining, 
and  William  Craddick,  for  a  rob¬ 
bery.  They  were  brought  upon  the 
Icaffold  about  half  an  hour  after 
feven,  and  turned  off  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  pall  eight.  They  behaved  in  a 
decent  manner,  and  feemed  fully 
fenfibfe  of  their  unhappy  fituation. 
The  woman  for  coining  was  brought 
out  after  the  reft  were  turned  off, 
and  fixed  to  a  fiake  and  burnt, 
being  firft  firangled  by  the  fiool 
being  taken  from  under  her. 

Died. — Lately,  at  Newburgh 
aged  106,  Thomas  Houlcroft. 

At  Manheim,  in  his  44th  year, 
Charles  Prince  Palatine  of  Birken- 
feld,  Duke  of  Bavaria,  major-gene¬ 
ral  in  the  fie  r  vice  of  .his  Imperial 
Majefiy. 
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Bo/ognc.  There  has  lately  been 
committed  in  this  city  a  raoft  attro- 
cious  and  cruel  murder.  There 
were  in  Bologne  a  beautiful. ' 
young  dancer  and  her  hufband. — 

within  ' 
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within  thefe  few  days  an  Italian, 
who  arrived  there  by  the  Florence 
coach,  waited  immediately  on  the 
beautiful  dancer,  and,"  after  a  mi¬ 
nute’s  converfation,  plunged  his 
ftiietto  in  her  bread.  Whilft  fhe 
was  expiring,  he  attempted  to  blow 
his  own  brains  out,  but  his  hand 
trembling,  he  fractured  his  fkull  in 
a  mod  horrid  manner,  and  after 
lingering  for  fome  hours,  this  iui- 
cide  and  murderer  died  in  the  mod 
excruciating  tortures. 

,  A  mod  outrageo  us  tumult  has 
2  '  happened  at  Barcelona,  in  con- 
fiequence  of  the  high  price  of  bread. 
On  the  fird  ult.  a  very  numerous 
mob  began  to  fet  fire  to  the  town 
magazienes,  where  the  corn  is  de- 
pofited.  Having  fin.ilhed  here,  they 
burnt  two  houfes  belonging  to  the 
principal  corn-dealers,  befides  fome 
others. 

During  thefe  outrages,  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  town,  Count  del 
Affalto  file  wed  the  utmoff  modera¬ 
tion,  not  wi filing  to  carry  things 
to  extremities.  Had  he  aded  with 
greater  feverity,  the  dedrudion 
would  have  been  lefs,  and  the  riot 
quelled  in  the  fird  indance,  being 
compofed  merely  of  the  rabble.  His 
Excellency,  however,  capitulated 
with  the  rioters,  and  made  them 
every  eoncefiion,  but  the  more  he 
feemed  difpofed  to  be  lenient,  the 
more  they  perfided  in  further  de¬ 
mand*. 

Emboldened  by  his  lenity,  they 
demanded  a  redudion  in  the  price 
of  wine  and  oil.  This  was  likewife 
allowed  them.  The  mob  then  af- 
jfailed  the  Governor’s  houfe,  but 
was  kept  off  by  the  military.  They 
afterwards  got  into  tl ye  large  cathe¬ 
dra],  and  began  founding  the  bells, 
which  drew  together  a  number  of 
the  country  people,  who  joined  the 
rioters.  In  this  extremity,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  ordered  the  military  to 
oppofe,  which  immediately  put  an 


end  to  the  riot,  and  the  mob  di£ 

Barcelona.  April  3.  About  40 
perfons  (among  them,  no  doubt, 
fome  innocent)  taken  up  after  the 
late  fedilion  on  account  of  the  high 
price  of  bread,  are  put  on  board  a  . 
frigate  for  Carthagena,  where  they 
rnufi:  all  indifcriminately  fuffer  fla- 
very. 

By  a  number  of  private  accounts 
received  in  town  from  Sweden,  we 
learn,  that  the  whole  plot  by  which 
the  Daniih  navy  was  to  be  deflroyed, 
has  been  difcovered  by  the  con- 
fefiion  of  one  of  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned. 

Was  iffued,  by  the  King  in 
council,  a  proclamation  for  the 
fappreflion  "of  riots  and  tumults 
committed  by  solliers  and  others  in 
the  counties  of  Northumberland  and 
Durham  ;  and  for  apprehending  and 
bringing  to  juftice  the  perfons  who 
have  committed,  or  fnall  commit, 
the  fame.  At  Long  Bruton  colliery 
a  number  of  pitmen  affembled  on 
the  10th  of  March,  and  malicioufly 
damaged  and  deflroyed  feveral  en¬ 
gines  for  drawing  coal,  and  fet  fire 
to  a  pit  belonging  to  the  fame 
colliery,  which  continued  on  fire  two 
whole  days,  to  the  immenfe  damage 
of  the  proprietors.  The  rioters  pro¬ 
ceeded  likewife  on  the  fame  day  to 
damage  and  deftroy  the  engines,  & c. 
of  other  collieries.  Now  this  procla¬ 
mation  fftri&ly  enjoins  all  juftices  of 
the  peace,  fheriffs,  and  all  other 
civil  officers  whatfoever,  to  ufe  their 
utmoft  endeavours  for  difcovering 
and  apprehending  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  laid  outrages ;  and 
promifes  further,  that  if  any  perfon, 
concerned  in  the  faid  outrages,  fhall 
difcover  any  other  perfon  guilty  of 
the  fame  offences,  on  orbeforethe  3d 
of  June  next,fo  that  he  may  be  con¬ 
victed  thereof,  fuch  difcoverer  fhall 
receive  his  Majefty’s  pardon,  and  a 
reward  of  Fifty  Pounds,  to  be 

paid 
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paid  by  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Mr.  Bannifter,  with  the  principal 
Treafury,  without  any  further  war-  fingers  belonging  to  the  theatre,  then 
rant  in  that  behalf.  came  forward,  who  were  joined  in 

On  the  fame  day  a  proclamation  the  long  of  God  fave  the  King  by  the 
was  ilfued  for  a  general  thankfgiv-  whole  audience,  and  encored  a  iird, 
ing  throughout  England  and  Wales,  fecond,  and  third  time  ;  with  which 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  her  Majafly  was  fo  irapreffed,  that 
Tweed,  for  his  Majefty's  recovery  ;  fhe  died  tears  of  joy, 
and  alike  proclamation  for  Scotland,  This  evening  Gen.  Con- 
to  take  place  on  the  23d  indant*.  way's  elegant  comedy  of  Falfe  20l1* 
An  order  was  fen t  to  Ireland  for  the  Appearances  was  prefented  to  the 
fame  purpofe.  public,  and  received  with  the  war- 

On  the  1 5th  indant,  the  beauti-  med  applaufe*  The  epilogue,  writ¬ 
ful  and  much-admired  wood,  known  ten  by  Gen.  Burgoyne,  was  much 
by  the  name  of  Brayton  BanT,  near  admired. 

Selby,  in  Yorkfhire,  was  difcovered  A  general  and  fplendid  illu-  :- 
to  be  on  fire,  and,  notwithftanding  tnination  took  place  through-  "4  u 
the  abidance  of  the  fire-engines  from  out  all  London  and  Weftminder;  of 
Selby,  and  the  whole  force  of  the  which,  though  nearly  all  the  public 
country,  it  is  faid  to  have  been  buildings,  and  many  private  houfes, 
burnt  down.  The  tree!;  were  valu-  well  deferve  to  be  recorded,  the 
ed  at  500CI.  It  was  fet  on  fire  by  Bank  of  England  was  the  moll  con~ 
the  carelednefs  of  a  farmer  in  burn-  fpi cuous. 

ing  weeds  clofe  to  it.  Died  near  200  years  of  age,  John 

k  In  the  evening  her  Majefly,  Hammond,  gardener,  the  oideft 
$  ‘accompanied  by  the  Prin  cedes  freeman  and  inhabitant  of  Maid- 
Augufta  and  Elizabeth,  went  to  done. 

Covent  Garden  Theatre.  On  her  At  Galfwhey,  near  Rippon^  co. 
Majedy’s  entering  the  box,  the  York,  in  his  109th  year,  Wm.Preft, 
theatre  thundered  applaufe.  Her  who  worked  as  a  labourer  at  Stud- 
Majefty  fenhbly  felt  the  congratu-  ley-park  till  within  thefe  ten  years, 
lations.  When  feated,  the  ordinary  He  has  left  a  widow  and  eight  chil- 
curtain  was  drawn  up,  and  difcover-  dreh,  the  elded  of  which  is  in  her 
ed  a  Iplendid  drop-cloth,  difplaying  88th  year,  and  the  youngeft  16. 
his  Majefty’s  arms  fuperbly  em¬ 
blazoned,  having  a  fcroll  oVer  it,  ' - .  ■  ,  _ 

with  the  words  Long  live  the 
King,  and  another  underneath, 

May  the  King  live  for  ever. 

Two  cherubs  fupported  the  lower 
fcroll,  waving  wreaths  of  laurel  over 
it.  The  whole  painting  was  deco¬ 
rated  with  a  rich  foliage  of  rofes 
and  myrtle  furrounding  it.  Its  un¬ 
expected  difplay  added  confiderably 
to  the  effect. 


M  A  Y. 

Letters  from  Fort  St.  George, 
dated  the  25th  of  October,  date  the 
death  of  the  Ameer  ul  Omrah,  fe¬ 
cond  fon  and  Minider  of  his  High- 
nefs  the  Nabob  of  Arcot. 

The  Ameer  having  for  many 
years  pad  aCted  a  principal  part 

*  For  a  particular  account  of  his  Majefty’s  proccfiion  to  St,  Paul’s,  on  that  day,  fee 
the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle* 
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in  the  politics  of  the  Durbar,  many 
changes  will  probably  be  occafioned 
by  this  event.  The  Ameer  was 
about  40  years  of  age,  Captain  Ge¬ 
neral  of  his  father’s  army*  and 
Prime  MiniFer. 

Venice y  May  i.  On  WednefJay 
evening  a  courier  arrived  here 
with  dispatches  from  the  Eailo  at 
Con  flan  tinople  to  the  Senate,  ac¬ 
quainting  them  with  the  iudaen 
death  of  Abdul  Hamid,  the  Otto¬ 
man  Emperor,  which  happened  on 
the  7th  of  April,  without  any  vi¬ 
able  previous  illnefs.  He  was  born 
the  20th  of  March,  1725,  and 
afeended  the  Ottoman  throne  on 
the  2  iff  of  January,  17745  bythe 
name  of  Achmet  the  Fourth8'  He 
is  fucceeded  by  his  nephew  Selim 
the  third. 

Dublin-CqJHe>  May  5.  Fetters 
Patent  have  been  palled  under  the 
Great  Seal  t>f  this  Kingdom,  in 
purfuance  of  his  Majefty’s  com¬ 
mands,  confirming-  and  appointing 
the  Moll  Rev.  Father  in  God,  Ro¬ 
bert  Ford  Archbilhop  of  Dublin, 
the  Right  Hon.  Hugh  Carleton, 
Chief  Juilice  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon-Pleas,  and  Sir  Samuel  Brad- 
Free  t,  barf,  one  of  the  j,u dices  of 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  to  be 
eommiliioners  for  the  keeping  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  Ireland. 

The  long-expedled  battle 
between  Humphreys  and  Men¬ 
doza  took  place  on  Wears efday 
at  Stilton.  A  fpacious  amphithe¬ 
atre  was  ere  died,  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  feeing  this  con  Left,,  in  the 
park  of  Mr.  Thornton*  'It  con- 
iilled  of  an  eredlien  of  feats  round 
a  fpace  of  forty-eight  feet  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  railed  one  above  a- 
nothcr,.  and  capable  of  holding 
between  two  and  three  thoufand 
perfoiis.  About  that  number  of 


fpcdlators  were  prefent  j  the  high* 
ell  feat  was  removed  at  the  dillance 
of  eighteen  feet  from  the  ground* 
and  every  man  could  fee  the  com* 
bat  clearly  and  diilm&ly. 

Between  one  and  two  o’clock 
Humphreys  appeared  on  the  turf*  ’ 
accompanied  with  Johnlbn  as  his 
fecond,  and  a  perfon,  whofe  name 
we  did  not  learn,  as  his  bottle- 
holder,  and  Mr.  Coombs  as  his 
umpire.  Mendoza  foon  afterwards 
entered  the  field  of  a&ion,  at¬ 
tended  by  his  fecond  Captain- 
Brown,  his  bottle-holder  Ryan,  and 
his  umpire  Sir  Thomas  Appryce. 
They  ftripped,  and  fetting  to,  the 
feconds  retired  to  the  feparate  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  inclofure,.  according  to 
the  previous  agreement  of  both  par¬ 
ties,  After  a  contell  of  an  hour 
and  a  quarter,  Mendoza  was  declar¬ 
ed  conqueror. 

As  Ward  the  boxer*  with  others 
of  the  fraternity,  was  travelling  on 
the  Fincoln  Fage  to  afliF  at  the 
boxing-match  between  Humphreys 
and  Mendoza  at  Stilton  ;  while 
the  coach  baited  at  the  Black  Horfe* 
Fnlield-highway,  he  was  challenged 
by  one  Swain,  a-blackfmith  of 
En  field,  who  was  always  forward 
on  Inch  occahans.  After  feveral 
blows  exchanged  on  both  lides, 
Swain  gave  out,  and  retreated  to 
the  bar  of  the  houfe.  The  other 
purfued  him,  and  gave  .him  two 
blows,  which  inllantly  difpatched 
him.  Ward  and  his  companions 
made  the  befl  of  their  way  $-0  Fon- 
doo,  but  were  flopt  in  a  poft-chaile, 
and  committed  to  prifon.  The  co¬ 
roner’s  jury  divided  in  their  verdidt, 
nine  deeming  it  manjlaughter  and 
(tnjen  murder  ;  on  which  Ward  w  as 
not  admitted  to  bail,  and  the  parties 
were  bound  to  attend  at  the  Old 
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Paris,  May  7.  On  Tuefday  laff, 
about  twelve  oclcck  at  noon,  his 
Majefty  opened  the  Affembly-iof  the 
States  General,  by  a  fpeech  from 
the  Throne,  which  was  received 
with  loud  acclamations.  The  Queen 
was  feated  near  the  King,  on  his 
left  hand  ;  Monfieur,  and  the  Comte 
d’ Artois,  at  a  Imail  didance  on  the 
right ;  Madame,  and  Madame  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  (his  Majefty’s  filters)  to¬ 
gether  with  Mefdames  Vi&oire  and 
Adelaide,  (his  Majefty’s  aunts)  on 
the  left  hand  behind  the  Queen. 
The  other  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
with  fome  Dukes  and  Peers,  were 
alfo  on  the  right ;  the  Marfhals  of 
Prance,  with  others  c^f  the  fame 
rank,  were  on  the  left ;  the  Garde 
des  Sceaux  was  alfo  on  the  left,  and 
the  other  great  officers  of  Rate  were 
on  the  right  of  the  throne*  The 
D  uc  d’Orleans,  who  is  the  only 
Prince  of  the  Blood  chofen  Deputy 
to  the  States  General,  took  his  feat 
as  fuch  amongfl  the  nobility.  The 
miniffers  were  feated  clofe  under 
the  platform  on  which  the  throne 
was  placed.  As  foon  as  his  Majef- 
ty  had  finiffied  his  fpeech,  the  Garde 
des  Sceaux  and  Monfieur  Neckar 
addreffied  his  Majefty  and  the  Af- 
fembly  ;  and  at  about  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  King  rofe  from 
his  feat,  and  adjourned  the  meeting 
to  the  following  day.  # 

Came  on  to  be  heard  before  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pie'as,  and  a  very  refpe&able  fpe* 
cial  jury  of  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
the  important  caufe  refpe&ing  the 
right  of  the  citizens  of  London 
to  an  exemption  of  the  payment 
of  Exchange  tolls,  and  all  other 
cuftoms,  upon  the  exportation  of 
goods  from  any  town  in  England  5 
and  whether  thofe  Citizens  poffeff- 
ed  that  privilege  reflecting  goods 


exported  from  the  Port  of  Lynn* 
who  were  not  refident  therein.  The 
Recorder  of  London  opened  the 
caufe.  He  Paid,  he  ihould  prove 
the  right  of  the  Citizens  by  pre- 
fcription,  by  charters,  and  by  the 
teftimony  of  the  witneffies.  This 
it  appears  he  did,  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  jury,  as  they  found 
a  verdict  for  the  citizens  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

The  long.-conlefted  caie  re-  g  ^ 
fpe&ing  the  Accommodation 
Notes,  by  which  fo  many  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  have  been  locked 
up  in  the  bankers’  hands  for  feveral 
months  paft,  was  yefterday  deter* 
mined  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench . 
It  was  introduced  by  a  demurrer  to 
evidence  brought  forward  at  the  fit¬ 
ting  in  Gu  ildhalh 

The  caufe  was  that  of  Tatlock 
c verfus  Harris.  The  former  was 
the  bona  fide  holder  of  an  accom¬ 
modation  note.  Harris  was  in  this 
cafe  both  drawer  an  acceptor.  It 
y/as  made  payable  to  Grigfon  and 
Co.  who,  as  it  now  appears,  are 
names  merely  fictitious.  It  bore 
their  endoriement,  and  alfo  that 
of  Lewis  and  Potter ;  by  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  it  was  paid  to  the 
plaintiff  for  a  valuable  conlidera- 
tion. 

The  queflion  was,  whether  the 
plaintiff  was  not  to  derive  his  title 
by  proving  the  hand  writing  of  the 
firfl  indorfer. 

The  judges  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  bona  fide  holders  of  thefe  notes, 
and  who  have  taken  them  for  a 
valuable  chnfideration,  are  entitled, 
to  recover  the  amount,  in  ail  in- 
ftances,  from  the  perfons  from 
whom  they  were  actually  receiv¬ 
ed* 

Judgment  was  therefore  given  for 
the  plaintiff 

\  %  14th- 
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Was  field  the  Anniverfary 
^“‘meeting  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Clergy,  which  was  refpe&ably  and 
mimeroufly  attended.  The  collec¬ 
tion  at  St,  Paul's,  at  the  rehearfal 
of  the  raufic,  on  the  12th,  amount¬ 
ed  to  —  £■  208  18  6 

On  the  14th  -  *  275  5  o 

At  Merchant  Tay¬ 
lor’s  Hall  -  -  624  it  1 

Total  -  1108  14  7 

The  king  has  been  pleafed 
S9tn*to  grant  to  his  moil  dearly 
beloved  fan,  Prince  William  Henry, 
and  to  his  heirs  male,  lawfully  be¬ 
gotten,  the  dignities  of  Duke  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  of 
Dari  in  Ireland,  by  the  names, 
Ryl  es,  and  titles  of  Diske  of  Cla¬ 
rence  and  of  St.  Andrew’s  in  Great 
Britain,  and  Earl  of  Munfle.r  in 
Ireland.  Ga% . 

The  Royal  alfent  was  given  by 
commifiion  to  36  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  bills  %  among  which  were,  an 
adt  for  repealing  the  (hop  tax  ad ; 
another  for  fufpendingthe  ad  of  lafi 
feffions  for  the  better  fecuring  the 
rights  of  perfons  qualified  to  vote 
at  Elections  ;  and  a  third  to  enable 
his  Majefly  to  authorize  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  provisions  from  the  United 
States  of  America  into  the  Province 
of  Quebec  j  a  fourth  for  defraying 
Che  charge  of  the  Militia  ;  the  red 
were  acts  for  particular  purpoles  of 
Roads,  Churches,  &c. 

,  This  day  Janies  Robin fon, 
32  ' '  "William  Robinton,  and  Ri¬ 
chard  Brooke,  Efquires,  juftices  of 
the  peace  for  the  Tower  Hamlets, 
were  brought  up  for  judgment,  for 
Rife  barging  Charles  Bannifter,  Wil¬ 
liam  Palmer,  &c.  who  had  been 
committed  as  rogues  and  vaga¬ 
bonds,  for  acting  plays,  &c.  at  the 
♦Royalty  Theatre,  and  imprifoaed 
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14  days.  Min  Juftice  Afhurlt  pro¬ 
nounced  the  fentence  of  the  Court, 
which  was,  that  each  of  the  defend¬ 
ants  fhould  pay  a  fine  of  iool.  and 
be  imprifoned  till  it  was  paid. 

A  difpute  lately  happened 
between  the  duke  of  York,  ' 
and  colonel  Lenox  (nephew  and 
heir  to  the  duke  of  Richmond) 
which  terminated  yefterday  in  a 
duel.  This  difpute  originated  ill 
an  obfervation  of  his  royal  hign- 
nefs,  namely,  that  6  colonel  Lenox 
had  heard  words  fpoken  to  him  at 
the  club  at  Daubigny’s,  to  which 
no  gentleman  ought  to  have  fub- 
mitted.’  This  obfervation  being 
reported  to  the  colonel,  he  took 
the  opportunity,  while  his  royal 
highnefs  was  oh  the  parade,  to 
addrefs  him,  defiring  to  know, 
what  were  the  words  which  he  had 
fubmitted  to  hear,  and  by  whom 
they  were  fpoken.  To  this  his  roy¬ 
al  highnefs  gave  no  other  anfwer 
then,  than  by  ordering  the  colonel 
to  his  poll.  The  parade  being  over, 
his  royal  highnefs  went  into  the  or¬ 
derly  room,  and  fending  for  the 
colonel,  intimated  to  him,  in  the 
prefence  of  all  the  officers,  that 
he  defired  to  derive  no  protection 
from  his  rank  as  a  prince,  and  his 
Ration  as  commanding  officer  ;  but 
that,  when  not  on  duty,  he  wore 
a  brown  coat,  and  was  ready,  as  *. 
private  gentleman,  to  give  the  co¬ 
lonel  fatisfadion.  After  this  decla¬ 
ration,  colonel  Lenox  wrote  a  cir¬ 
cular  letter  to  every  member  of  the 
club  at  Daubigny’s,  requeuing  to 
know  whether  any  fuch  words  had 
been  ufed  to  him,  and  appointing 
,  jaft  Monday  for  an  anfwer  from 
each  :  their  filence  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  declaration  that  no  fuch 
Words  could  /be  recollected.  On  the 
expiration  of  the  term  limited  for 
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-an  anfwer  to  his  circular  letter, 
the  colonel  fent  a  written  meffaoe 

#  O 

to  his  royal  highnefs,  to  this  pur¬ 
port  :  (t  That  not  being  able  to 
recoiled!  any  occafion  on  which 
Words  had  been  fpoken  to  him  at 
.Daubigny's  to  which  a  gentleman 
ought  not  to  fubmit,  he  had  taken 
the  Hep  which  appeared  to  him  the 
moft  likely  to  gain  information  of 
the  words  to  which  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  had  alluded,  and  of  the  per- 
fon  who  had  ufed  them  ;  that  none 
of  the  members  of  the  Club  had 
given  him  information  of  any  fuch 
infult  being  in  their  knowledge  ; 
and  therefore  he  expedled,  in  juf- 
tice  to  his  character,  that  his  royal 
highnefs  Ihould  contradidl  the  re¬ 
port  as  publicly  as  he  had  alferted 
it."  This  letter  was  delivered  to 
his  royal  highnefs  on  Monday  by 
the  earl  of  Winchelfea  ;  when  the 
anfwer  returned  not  proving  fatis- 
factory,  a  meffage  was  fent  to  his 
royal  highnefs  defiring  a  meeting, 
and  the  time  and  place  were  fettled 
that  evening. 

To  preclude  the  unfounded  repre- 
fentations  which  may  be  propagated 
refpecting  an  affair  that  took  place 
this  day,  the  feconds  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  give  the  following  authenti¬ 
cated  account : — 

In  confequence  of  a  difpute  of 
which  much  has  been  faid  in  the 
public  papers,  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  York,  attended  by 
Lord  Rawdon, — and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lenox,  accompanied  by 
the  Earl  of  Winchelfea,  met  at 
Wimbledon  common.  The  ground 
was  meafured  at  twelve  paces,  and 
both  parties  were  to  fire  upon  a  fig- 
nal  agreed  upon.  The  fignal  being 
given,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lenox 
fired,  and  the  ball  grazed  his 
Royal  Hignefs’s  curl.  The  Duke 
of  York  did  not  fire.  Lord  Raw- 


don  then  interfered,  and  faid 
“  That  he  thought  enough  had 
been  done.’’  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lenox  obferved,  “  That  his  Royal 
Highnefs  had  not  fired."  Lord 
Rawdon  faid,  “  It  was  not  the 
Duke's  intention  to  fire  ;  his  Royal 
Highnefs  had  come  out  upon  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Lenox's  defire,  to 
give  him  fatisfaction,  and  had  no 
animofity  again#  him."  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  Lenox  preffed  that  the 
Duke  of  York  fliould  Ere,  which 
was  declined  upon  a  repetition  of 
the  reafon.  Lord  Winchelfea  then 
went  up  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  exprefied  his  hope,  <c  that  his 
Royal  Highnefs  could  have  11.0  ob¬ 
jection  to  fay,  he  conlidered  Lieu- 
:  enant-Colone!  Lenox  as  a  man  of 
honour  and  courage  his  Royal 
Highnefs  replied,  “  that  he  fhouid 
fay  nothing  ;  he  had  come  out  to 
give  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lenox  fa¬ 
tisfaction,  and  did  not  mean  to 
fire  at  him  ;  if  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lenox  was  not  fatisfied,  he  might 
fire  again."  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lenox  faid,  u  he  could  not  pofiibly 
fire  again  at  the  Duke,  as  his  Royal 
Highnefs  did  not  mean  to  fire  at 
him." 

On  this,  both  parties  left  the 
ground.  The  feconds  thihk  it  pro¬ 
per  to  add,  that  both  parties'behaved 
with  the  mof!:  perfect  coolnefs  and 
intrepidity. 

(Signed)  RAWDON. 

WINCHELSEA. 

Euef day  Evening)  May  26,  1789. 

A  meeting  of  the  officers 
of  the  Co  Id  fir  cam  regiment, 
on  the  requifition  of  Colonel 
Lenox,  to  deliberate  on  a  o edi¬ 
tion  which  he  had  ffibmiucm, 
£<  Whether  he  had  behavea  in 
the  late  difpute  as  hem  ok:  a 
gentleman  and  ,an  officer  took 
place  y  filer  day  morning  $  aad.;  a:  er 
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a  confiderable  difcufiion,  adjourned 
to  this  day  5  when,  having  renewed 
the  (object,  they  came  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  Refolution  : 

u  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Cold- 
ibream  Regiment,  that  jubfequent  to 
the  15th  of  May,  the  day  of  the 
meeting  at  the  Orderly  Room, Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  Lenox  has  behaved 
with  courage ;  but,  from  the  pecu¬ 
liar  difficulty  of  his  fituation,  not 
with  judgment/’ 

D  ied.— -Lately,  at  Corbally,  in 
Ireland,  aged  102,  John  Flannagan, 

At  Stockholm,  of  an  apoplectic 
fit,  in  his  78th  year,  Senator  Count 
Hopken, — -He  had  been  prime  Mi- 
nifter  from  175210  1761  ;  and  to 
him  is  owing  the  eftabliffiment  of 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  that 
capital. 

r  ,  At  Paris,  the  Count  de  Sars- 
2  'field,  great  grandfon  of  the 
gallant  Gen.  S.  who  fo  greatly  dif- 
tingniffied  himfelf  at  the  fiege  of 
Limerick,  by  intercepting  the  bat¬ 
tering  artillery  and  ammunition 
defiined  to  fupport  that  fiege. — — 
From  his  fiftc'r  is  defcendcd  the  pre- 
fcnt  Lord  Lucan,  who,  when  he  was 
raifed  to  the  peerage,  made  choice 
of  that  title.  There  is  iiill  in  France 
a  nobleman  defcended  from  the 
great  Sarsfield,  who  bears  the  title 
pf  earl  of  Lucan. 


J  U  N  E. 

On  Monday  the  ill:  of  June,  the 
monument  at  Kelbearn,  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  George  Bi  5  chan  an,  the 
Scots  Hiilorian  and  Poet,  was  fi- 
niffied  ;  and,  though  in  height  107 
feet,  no  accident  whatever  attended 
the  erection. 

[Mr.  Whajey  arrived  about  this 
dme  Dublin,  from  his  journey 


to  the  Holy  Land,  confiderably 
within  the  limited  time  of  twelve 
months.  The  wager  laid  on  the 
performance  of  that  e^edition  was 

jf .  20,000. 

The  above  wager,  however 
wbimfical,  is  not  without  a  prer 
cedent.  Some  years  ago,  a  baroi* 
net  of  fome  fortune  in  the  North 
laid  a  confiderable  wager  that  he 
would  go  to  Lapland,  bring  home 
two  females  of  that  country,  and 
two  rein-deer,  in  a  given  time. 
He  performed  the  journey,  and  ef¬ 
fected  his  purpofe  in  every  refpect. 
The  Lapland  women  lived  with 
him  for  about  a  year,  but  having 
a  wiffi  to  go  back  to  their  own 
country,  the  baronet  very  generouf- 
jy  farniffied  them  with  means  and 
jnoney. 

Oxford ,  June  10.  This  day  was 
agitated  a  propofition  for  reducing 
the  time  requifite  for  a  Doctorate 
in  the  civil  law  to  the  ftandard  of 
the  filler  univerfity,  by  making  it 

eleven  inflead  of  twelve  years. - 

This  quefbioB,  when  brought  for¬ 
ward  on  the  25th  ult.  was  quaflied 
by  the  jungle  negative  of  the  Vice 
Chancellor,  not  from  any  averfion 
to  the  principle,  but  to  the  form  in 
which  it  was  then  propofecC 

It  was  this  day  relumed  in  a  form 
lefs  objectionable  ;  and,  after  one 
fpeech  in  fupport  of  it,  and  another 
on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  queilion, 
a  ferutiny  (anfweiing  in  fubltance  to 
a  parliamentary  divifionj  was  de¬ 
manded  by  the  latter  fpeaker  :  the 
confluence  of  which  was  a  confi¬ 
derable  majority  in  favour  or  the 
propofed  reduction. 

William  Ward,  the  boxer,  , 
was  tried  at  theGld  Bailey,  for  * 
the  murder  of  EdwinSwaine,  black- 
fmith,  at  Enfield  (fee  p.  206),  and 
found  guilty  of  manflaughter  only  ; 
to  be  fined  one  (hilling,  and  im- 

prifoned 


f 
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■pri Toned  3  months  :  there  being  no 
evidence  from  whence  to  infer  atfual 
malice,  or  whether  the  death  of  the 
party  happened  from  the  blow  that 
was  a £lually  given,  or  whether,  from 
any  extraordinary  exertion,  he 
might  not  have  died  of  an  apoplexy? 
or  in  a  fit,  or  by  breaking  a  blood- 
vefTel. 

June  9.  A  very  curious  experi¬ 
ment  was  tried,  that  of  proving 
how  far  an  entire  copper  veffel 
would  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  fail¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Williams.,  a  joint  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  great  copper  mines, 
was  the  projector — and  a  very  nu¬ 
merous  party  attended  the  experi¬ 
ment. 

It  was  launched  at  Deptford,  and 
promifes  to  anfwer  every  purpofe 
for  which  it  was  defigned.  Should 
it  do  fo  entirely,  it  will  prove  a  very 
hngular  advantage  to  the  I3rkifh  »a- 
vy. 

the  following  intelligence  was  brought 
by  a  gentleman  who  was  in  Cape 
town,  at  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope ? 
in  April  l aft. 

“  Lad  February,  a  drummer, 
who  had  deferted  fixteen  years  from 
the  Dutch  fervice,  furrendered  him- 
felf  to  the  Governor  of  the  Cape, 
foliating  his  pardon  on  the  truth 
■of  this  dory. — That  he  had  feen 
two  European  ladies,  who  were 
then  actually  exifling  with  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country,  and  that,  with  a  proper 
Force,  he  would  engage  to  recover 
them.  The  humanity  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  which  fhone  fo  confpicu- 
oufly  on  a  former  nnfuccefsful  fearc’h 
for  the  unfortunate  perrons  that 
were  miffing  by  the  wreck  of  the 
Grofvenor,  was  immediately  ex¬ 
cited.  He  inftantly  difpatched  400 
Soldiers,  with  jj  or  :6  natives,  who 
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were  confequently  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  manners  and  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Hottentots,  in  order 
to  aecomplifh  the  releafe  of  thefe 
ladies  from  their  wretched  date  of 
favage  exiftence.  Thefe  two  ladies 
being  deferibed,  are  fuppofed  to  be 
Tome  of  the  padengers  who  were  cad 
on  fhore  when  the  above  fhip  was 
Jod.  1  he  party  had  not  returned 
when  the  Kent  Indiaman  left  the 
Cape.  The  •drummer  is  with  the 
party,  .as  .a  pri Toner,  and  expetds 
pardon  on  his  proving  the  veracity 
of  what  he  has  advanced  as  above 
dated.  ” 

June  18.  Lad  night,  betwixt 
the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven,  the 
Opera  Houfe  was  difeovered  to  he 
on  fire,  which,  before  any  adifiai  ci 
could  be  procured,  was  entirely 
con  fumed.  - 

About  ten  o’clock  on  Wednefday 
evening,  the  dancers  were  pradlifing 
a  dance,  when  fbddenly  Teveral 
globes  of  fire  were  feen  to  drop 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  The  appearance  was  fo  ter¬ 
rific,  that  the  women  made  their 
efcape  in  the  linen  jackets  which 
they  wear  in  practffing,  and  without 

waiting  for  their  ufual  dreffes, - - 

Their  fpeed  was  not  too  precipitate, 
for  in  a  very  few  minutes  the  whole 
of  the  building  was  in  one  general 
blaze.  The  treafury  ched,  in  which 
there  were  eight  hundred  pounds, 
was  faved — fo  were  the  books— 
every  thing  elfe  of  value  Was  to. 
tally  dedroyed.  Five  houfes  in 
Market-lane  are -entirely  dedroyed, 
as  are  the  dables  of  the  White 
Horfe  Inn. 

The  blaze,  which,  from  the  vad 
quantity  of  materials  confirmed, 
was  an  object  of  amazement  to 
the  metropolis,  was  inercafed,  not 
only  by  a  large  room  full  of  mufic 

papers 
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papers,  but  by  a  large  quantity 
of  wines  deported  in  the  cellars  by 
a  friend  of  the  manager.  The  lat- 
ter,  when  the  flame  reached  them, 
gave  birth  to  a  column  of  Are  of 
particular  brilliancy.  Thofe  who 
approached  the  conflagration  from 
the  eaflern  part  of  the  city  had 
a  profpect  tremendoufly  beautiful. 
The  ^ight  being  perfectly  calm, 
the  flame  rofe  in  a  fpiral  column  to 
an  extraordinary  height,  when  it 
took  a  direction  horizontal  to  the 
earth,  and  feparated  into  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fiery  clouds,  that  moved 
flowly  through  the  atmofphere  to¬ 
ward  the  fouth-eaft  St.  Paul’s  crofs 
reflected  the  light  with  the  moil 
refulgent  brightnefs,  and  the  whole 
weftern  front  of  the  cathedral  was 
as  minutely  vifible  in  every  part  as 
at  noon-day.  At  a  diflance  St. 
Bride's  fpire  had  the  appearance  of 
pf  a  pyramid  of  livid  fire  ;  the  ef¬ 
fect.  was  nearly  the  fame  on  the 
fipires  of  St:  Clement's,  the  New 
Church,  St.  Margaret’s,  and  other 
churches. 

Mctnchefler ,  June  19.  This  morn¬ 
ing  betwixt  twelve  and  one  o’clock, 
a  mod  terrible  fire  broke  out  in  the 
Theatre  Royal  in  this  town,  which 
ipread  with  fucb  amazing  rapidity 
over  the  whole  building,  that  by 
the  time  the  engines  were  aflembled, 
it  was  fcarcely  poiiible  to  oppofe 
it  with  any  profpect  of  fuc- 
cefs. 

T  , 

"  Oxford ,  jfunc  30.  About  four 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  an  uncom¬ 
mon  fliock,  attended  with  a  violent 
rufhing  noife,  was  felt  at  St.  Mary 
Magdalen’s  college,  and  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  water,  occafioned, 
as  it  afterwards  appeared,  by  the 
falling  of  the  venerable  oak  which 
flood  at  fhe  entrance  into  the  Wa¬ 


ter-walk,  and  had  for  many  ages, 
by  its  magnitude  and  antiquity, 
attracted  the  admiration  qf  flran- 
gers.  Its  dimenfions  were  as  fol¬ 
low  : 

In  girth  —  21  feet  9  inches. 

Height  —  71  feet  8  inches. 

Cubic  contents  754  feet. 

The  capacious  trunk,  for  more  than 
nine  feet  from  the  ground,  was 
reduced  to  a  perfect  (hell ;  but  up¬ 
wards  the  tree  feemed  to  be  in 
full  vigour  of  vegetation,  though 
it  had  long  been  kept  from  falling 
by  two  or  three  roots,  fcarcely  fb 
large  as  a  two-inch  cable,  and  thofe 
atlaft  reduced  to  duft.  With  fuch 
flender  fupport,  it  is  wonderful  that 
it  fhould  fo  long  have  repelled  the 
{forms  which  at  different  times  have 
torn  up  huge  elms  in  the  adjacent 
grove,  many  generations  of  which 
it  has  feen  pafs  away.  Dr.  Stuke- 
ley,  in  1724,  fpeaking,  in  his  Iti- 
nerarium  Curiolum,  of  Magdalen- 
college,  fays,  “  The  old  oak  is 
yet  left,  nigh  which  he  [the  foun¬ 
der]  ordered  his  college  to  be 
built. ’’  Now  the  college  was  found¬ 
ed  in  {448  ;  and  we  muft  conclude 
that  a  tree  had  Something  peculiar 
in  its  fixe  or  its  age,  to  make  it  an 
obiect  of  attraction  on  fuch  an  oc^ 
cafion.  The  founder  directed  th£ 
boundary  on  the  north  to  be  near 
the  great  oak.  But  they,  who  are 
at  all  acquainted  with  oqr  ancient 
fqrefts,  will  not  think  it  incredi¬ 
ble,  that  an  oak,  of  Efficient  im¬ 
portance  to  attract  William  Wain- 
flete’s  attention,  fhould  boaft  of  re¬ 
ceiving  in  its  green  old  age  a  vifit 
from  George  the  Third.  Its  anti¬ 
quity  has  indeed  been  afcertained 
with  tolerable  accuracy,,  by  the 
ufual  method  of  counting  the  num¬ 
ber  of  circular  lines  in  the  graifiy 
each  pf  which  is  a  mark  of  an¬ 
nual 
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meal  growth  in  all  fpecies  of  tiniber. 
H  ence  it  appears,  that  this  oak  has 
been  increafing  for  upwards  of  fix 
centuries  ;  and  probably  might  have 
reared  its  romantic  branches  to  dis¬ 
tant  ages,  but  that  it  evidently  had 
been  injured  as  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  when  the  pre¬ 
fect  walks  were  laid  out ;  “  a  fcheme 
which,”  according  to  the  prophe¬ 
tic  witticifm  of  Dan.  Purcell, 
“  confided  fo  much  in  clamming 
and  finking ,  that  it  mud  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  mifchief.,> - Fortunately 

this  old  tree  fell  into  the  meadow  ; 
had  it  fallen  towards  the  river  and 
the  walk,  it  mud  have  occafioned 
much  damage. 

The  altar-piece  at  New  college 
is  now  redoring,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Sir  J.  Reynolds  and  Mr, 
Wyatt.  It  was  well  known,  that 
the  whole  ead  end  of  the  chapel 
was  ordered  by  Horne  bifhop  of 
Wincheder,  in  the  early  part  of 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  to  be 
completely  hid,  by  plaidering  it 
up  ;  and  in  the  operation,  where 
any  parts  projected  beyond  their 
proper  level,  they  cut  all  even.  A 
few  years  bnce  a  fmall  opening  was 
made,  which  prefepted  fuch  an  ele¬ 
gant  fpecimen,  that  the  Society  have 
now  opened  the  whole,  and  purpofe 
to  have  it  redored.  The  colour  is 
light-blue  and  gold.  It  is  opened 
with  great  care.  The  images  were 
all  demolifhed.  W  hat  remains  is 
Gothic  work,  and  up  to  the  ceiling, 
with  the  niches  empty.  The  bot¬ 
tom  row  has  good  fculpture  of  the 
nativity,  &c.  ;  the  figures  about  a 
fcale  of  nine  inches. 

The  excefiive  heavy  rains  during 
feveral  days,  in  the  two  lad  weeks 
of  June,  by  accounts  from  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  feem  to 
have  fallen  almoij  univerfally,  and 


in  fome  places  have  done  conficlera* 
ble  damage. 

On  Sunday  evening  June  21* 
Dorothy  Shuttlewood,  a  young  wo¬ 
man  of  Sileby?  Leicederfhire,  was 
unfortunately  druck  dead  by  a  flafh 
of  lightning  in  her  dwelling-houfe> 
jud  at  the  time  fhe  was  palling  to  a 
cupboard  by  the  fide  of  the  fire-place: 
to  take  out  an  hymn  book. —  Ai\ 
iron  crane  projecting  from  the  chim¬ 
ney,  clofe  to  which  the  poor  girl 
paffed,  it  is  fuppofed,  attracted  thp 
lightning, 

On  the  23d,  William  Spell  of 
Scothern,  near  Lincoln,  had  a  cow 
druck  dead  by  lightning.  A  cow, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Charles  Beard, 
was  killed  by  the  lightning  the  fame 
evening  in  the  Monks  Leare,  near 
this  city,  She  had  taken  dielter 
under  a  tree,  to  which  circum. 
dance  the  misfortune  may  be  attri¬ 
buted. 

During  a  violent  dorm  of  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning  on  June  24,  a 
large  Quantity  of  efeCtric  fluid  en¬ 
tered  the  houfe  of  Mr,  Holmes, 
Attorney  at  Law,  in  Eaji  Retford 9 
by  the  chimney,  and  palling  through 
the  front  attics,  part  burft  through 
the  daircafe  window,  and  /batter¬ 
ed  it  all  in  pieces.  Another  part 
was  attracted  by  the  bells  and 
bell-wires,  and  entered  the  cham¬ 
bers.  The  bed  in  Mr.  Holmes’s 
lodging  room  was  fhivered  into 
fplinters,  from  thence  the  fire  der 
feended  through  the  floor  into  the 
common  dining  parlour,  where  three 
fervants  were  fitting.  It  was  there 
conducted  by  the  bell-wire  into  the 
kitchen,  and  though  it  confidetably 
broke  and  tore  the  windows  and 
furniture,  yet  no  perfon  was  in 
the  lead  injured.  The  fervants 
were  all  druck  down,  one  of  them 
having  a  child  in  her  arms.  In  the 

kitchen 
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kitchen  the  fluid  palled  from  the 
bell  to  the  pewter-cafe,  and  fpent 
its  force  there,  every  piece  of  pew¬ 
ter  which  was  in  contact  with  ano¬ 
ther  being  melted,  and  adhering  like 
folder  to  the  other.  In  the  front 
chamber  it  alfo  fhivered  the  bed¬ 
stead  into  fpiinters,  and  from  thence 
defcended  throsgh  the  floor  into  the 
front  parlour,  where  its  force  was 
fpent.  The  bricks  were  driven  to 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
chimney  upon  the  adjoining  build¬ 
ings,  and  did  great  mifchief  to  the 
roofs.  Mr.  Holmes’s  gates  were 
likewife  injured,  but  providentially, 
though  all  the  family  (except  Mr. 
Holmes)  were  in  the  houfe,  no  lives 
Were  loft. 

At  O undle t  on  the  25th,  a  moft 
remarkable  whirlwind  happened, 
whereby  great  numbers  of  trees 
were  ftript  of  their  branches,  and 
broke  in  half,  and  even  torn  up 
by  their  roots:  In  the  yard  and 
orchard  of  Mr.  Gutridge,  fell- 
monger,  five  trees  were  torn  up 
by  the  roots,  a  great  number  broke 
in  the  half ;  the  fneep-fkins  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  air  like  paper,  fly¬ 
ing  nearly  out  of  fight,  three  cart¬ 
loads  of'  which  were  gathered  up 
at  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
diftance  ;  three  of  the  fkins  were 
lodged  at  the  top  of  a  very  high 
tree,  more  than  a  hundred  yards 
from  the  place  ;  feme  cloth,  which 
lay  out  bleaching,  was  torn  from 
the  ground  and  carried  a! moft  out 
of  fight,  it  was  found  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  difUnt  ;  and 
it  is  fuppofed  to  have  done  about 

A  A 

ScL  damages  on  this  eftate;  a  ihort 
but  very  heavy  bridge  in  the  pa¬ 
ri  fa  of  Barnwell,  was  torn  up  in  a 
•very 'remarkable  manner  ;  at  Barn- 
well,' two  miles  from  (Bundle,  the 
fpire  flecple  had  the  table  (tone 
cut  in  half,  the  fouth  fide  of 


which  was  took  away;  on  the 
north  fide  the  lead  was  torn  oft* 
the  church,  and  the  eaft  window 
broken  to  pieces;  fome  houfes  were 
ftripped,  and  a  barn  blown  down  ; 
a  waggon  and  cart  were  taken  from 
under  a  hovel,  and  driven  to  a  con¬ 
fiderable  diftance,  the  waggon  was 
broke  to  pieces ;  feveral  people 
were  took  oft'  their  feet,  and  drove 
to  a  great  diftance  ;  fome  other 
trifling  damage  has  been  done  to 
trees  and  hedges  in  its  way ;  but 
what  renders  dais  moft  remarkable 
is,  though  it  can  be  traced  from 
fouth  to  north  (which  was  the  direc¬ 
tion  it  took  for  near  ten  miles),  it 
did  not  exceed  two  hundred  yards 
in  breadth, 

Liverpool ,  June  ey.  The  damage 
done  by  the  lightning,  that  has 
come  to  our  knowledge,  are,  a 
barn  at  Eomby,  fet  on  fire,  but 
foon  extinguifhed  ;  a  horfe  killed 
in  a  field  near  Everton  ;  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  at  a  hopfebn  St.  Nicholas1 
church-yard,  while  at  dinner,  were 
affected  in  their  fingers  as  if  elec¬ 
trified  ;  find  a  cow  killed  at  May- 
place,  the  feat  of  Richard  Savage* 
Efq. 

On  the  27th,  about  one  o’clock, 
they  had  at  Sheffield  feveral  tre¬ 
mendous  claps  of  thunder,  accpjn- 
panied  by  vivid  and  repeated  fiafhes 
of  lightning,  one  of  which  had  the 
awful  and  inftantaneous  effect  of 
killing  a  mas  and  horfe  on  the  moor 
near  this  town.  The  lightning  en* 
tered  his  head,  and  proceeding 
downwards  penetrated  through  the 
faddle,  making -a  hole  about  the  fize 
of  a  bullet:-.  , 

At  Boitdenchjiy  on  the  21ft  of 
June,  they  had  a  moft  tremendous 
ftorm  of  rain,  with  thunder  and 
lightning,  remarkably  vivid,  by 
which  the  trunk  of  a  large  oak. 
tree  was  rent  from  top  to  bottom, 
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the  branches  broken,  the  bark  en¬ 
tirely  {tripped  off,  and  parts  of 
the  tree  driven  to  the  diftance  of 
more  than 'an  hundred  yards.  No 
lives  were  loft,  but  many  peo¬ 
ple  felt  the  effects  of  the  electrical 
fhock. 

On  June  27,  Liverpool  was  again 
vifited  by  a  furious  thuncler-ftorm, 
by  which  many  houfes  were  dama¬ 
ged.  At  the  Townfide  Mill  the 
lightning  fhivered  the  upper  fhq.fr, 
and  palling  down  the  lack-chain, 
killed  a  girl  of  twelve  years  old. 
Th  is  ftorm,  which  lafted  only  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  filled  the  whole 
town  with  terror. 

The  fame  day,  about  three  in  the 
afternoon,  a  fimilar  ftorm  came  on 
at  Glafgoav,  with  repeated  peals 
of  thunder,  and,  what  made  it 
{till  more  aweful,  an  uncommon 
darknefs  obfeured  the  atmofphere 
for  more  than  half  an  hour.  The 
ftorm  abated  foon  'after  four,  but 
in  the  evening  it  began  again  to 
rain,  and  fo  continued  all  night. 
The  lightning  fell  on  the  farm 
houfe  of  Kilmondenny,  tinged  fome 
blankets  on  a  bed  there,  but  hurt 
nobody. 

At  Whitehaven  heavy  rains  have 
fallen  daily,  more  or  lefs,  for  fome 
time;  and  at  Birmingham  and  its 
neighbourhood  the  inundations  have 
confiderably  hurt  the  hay  and 
corn. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Hereford 
the  conftart  rains  about  the  middle 
of  June  not  only  fpoiled  the  clover 
that  was  cut,  but  threatened  more 
ferious  damages.  The  rivers  Wye 
and  Lug  laid  their  low  meadows 
under  water,  by  which  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  that  city  was  principal¬ 
ly  fupplied  with  h.iy. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  in  the 
county  of  Armagh ,  the  molt  violent 
llorm  of  hail  can  e  on  ever  re- 
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membered  in  Ireland.  It  proceed¬ 
ed  in  a  N.  W.  direction  from 
Tynan  to  Newtown  Hamilton,  ac¬ 
companied  by  extremely  vivid  {Nitr¬ 
es  of  lightning  and  tremendous 
claps  of  thunder.  The  hail-llones 
were  in  favft  large  pieces  of  ice, 
feveral  of  which,  being  meafured. 
after  the  ilorm,  proved  three  inches 
in  circumference,  and  remained 
undiflolved  for  many  hours.  This 
phenomenon, which  extended  about 
half  a  mile  ohly  in  breadth,  deflroy- 
ed  every  thing  within  its  compafs, 
by  which  many  farmers  have  been 
mined, 

Died, — At  the  Maefe  Gf  KilKn, 
in  his  8pth  year,  the  Rev. Mr.  James 
Stuart.  He  was  the  frrfl  who  be 
gan  the  tranflation  of  the  Bible 
into  the  Gaelic  language,  which 
has,  in  the  fuccefiion,  been  con¬ 
tinued  by  his  fon,  the  miniiler  of 
Luf,  and  his  lon-in-law,  the  mi- 
nifrer  of  Blair  in  Athol,  as  alfo 
by  Dr.  Smith,  minifier  of  CampeL 
ton. 

The  Rev.  James  Ramfay,  M.  A. 
vicar  of  TeRon,  in  Kent,  whofe  in¬ 
defatigable  labours  havefo  eminent¬ 
ly  difti  nguifhed  him  among,  and 
endeared  him  to,  the  friends  of  the 
Africans. 


JULY. 

This  evening,  in  confe-  * 
quence  of  Home  expreffions 
reflecting  on  the  character  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lenox,  pub- 
lifted  in  a  pamphlet,  with  the 
name  of  Theoplnlus  Swift,  Efq; 
Colonel  Lenox  called  on  Mr. 
Swift,  and  demanded  fatisfa&ion  : 

• - They  met  at  five  o’clock  yef- 

terday  afternoon,  in  a  field  near 
the  Uxbridge  road  ;  attended  by 

SiV 
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Sir  William  Augufius  Browne,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Phipps,  A 
pi'ftol  was  exchanged  on  each  fide. 
Ten  paces  weremeafured  by  the  fe- 
iconds,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Colo¬ 
nel  Lenox  fliould  fire  firft.  The 
parties  having  taken  their  ground, 
Colonel  Lenox  alked  if  Mr.  Swift 
Was  ready  ?—  On  his  anfwering  that 
ire  was,  Colonel  Lenox  fired,  and 
the  ball  took  place  in  the  body  of 
Mr.  Swift,  whofe  piftol,  on  his  re¬ 
ceiving  the  wound,  went  off  with¬ 
out  effedt.  The  parties  then  quitted 
the  ground. 

It  is  but  juflice  toadd,  that  both 
gentlemen  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
degree  of  coolnefs  and  intrepidity. 
Mr,  Swift  has  fince  recovered  from 
his  wound. 

Several  of  the  principal 
Corn  Fablers  attended,  by  the 
fiefire  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  Downing- 
fireet,  to  date  how  far  the  applicati¬ 
on  from  France,  for  a  fupply  of 
20,000  facks  of  hour,  might  be 
complied  with,  without  injury  to 
this  country.  Tbefe  gentlemen  were 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  though  the 
demand  did  not  exceed  the  con- 
fumption  of  one  week  in  this  metro¬ 
polis,  yet,  the  uncertainty  of  the 
jTeafon,and  other  circumftances  con- 
fidered,  it  muff,  if  complied  with, 
fpr  a  ftiort  time  advance  the  price 
of  grain, 

In  confequence  of  this  report, 
Government  have  given  the  French 
Ambaflador  for  anfwer,  that  they 
could  not  with  prudence  permit 
the  exportation  of  20,000  fades 
of  flour  applied  for,  without  in¬ 
jury  to  the  country  at  large,  and 
particularly  1 9  the  farther  burthen 
of  the  poorer  part  of  the  communi¬ 
ty-^ 

The  Earl  of  Mafifareene,  who 
was  liberated  from  the  prifon  of  the 
Chatdet  by  the  riots  of  Paris  in 


the  month  of  June  laid,  and  got  fa'fit 
to  England,  is  a  Peer  of  Ireland, 
and  head  of  the  noble  family  of 
Skeffingtom.  His  Lordfhip,  in  his 
early  days,  figured  very  confpicu- 
oufly  in  the  walks  of  fafhion.— — 
When  making  the  grand  tour, 
foon  after  his  coming  into  poffef- 
fion  of  his  family  titles  and  effcates* 
his  Lordfhip  unfortunately  at  Paris 
became  acquainted  with  a  native 
of  Tripoli  in  Syria,  who,  from  his 
artful  f’ophiftry,  prevailed  upon  the 
noble  Lord  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  a  plan  he  had  formed  of 
fupplying  the  kingdom  of  France 
with  the  article  of  fait,  to  be 
brought  from  the  coafts  of  Syria  ; 
and  held  out  fuch  apparent  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  therefrom, 
as  induced  the  credulous  young 
nobleman  to  enter  into  engage¬ 
ments  for  the  payment  of  fuch  fums 
of  money  as  might  be  neceffary  for 
the  aecomplifhment.  of  the  objedh 
In  a  very  fhort  time  after,  the  Syrian 
adventurer  fet  fail  for  Tripoli,  and 
returned  to  Paris  in  due  courfe  of 
time,  with  fuch  flattering  accounts 
of  the  fuceefs  of  the  expedition,  as 
led  Lord  Maflareene  to  plunge  him-* 
felf  into  thofe  calamities  which  have 
proved  the  bane  of  the  comforts 
which  from  his  noble  birth  he  had  a 
juft  right  to  expect.  After  being 
fome  years  confined  in  die  Grand 
ChateJet  at  Paris,  in  a  moft. unplea- 
fan  t  fituation  to  a  man  of  any  rank 
in  life,  the  natural  love  of  liberty 
fo  far  prevailed  as  to  lead  his 
Lordfhip  to  lay  a  plan  for  his  ef- 
cape  to  his  native  country  ;  but 
the  carriage  which  was  waiting 
for  his  reception  was  kept  fo  long 
hovering  about  the  prifon,  that  it 
caufed  fufpicion  among  the  gaol- 
keqpers.  His  Lordfhip  was  ap¬ 
prehended  as  he  was  entering  the 
carriage,  and  immediately  fent  into 

a  dungeon 
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a-  dungeon  many  feet  below  the  fur- 
face  of  the  river  Seine,  upon  which 
the  Chatelet  is  built.  He  remained 
there  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  wretched- 
nefs,  that  his  beard  grew  to  a  moft 
immoderate  length,  and  rendered 
him  a  moft  ftriking  picture  of  the 
f  iciflitudes  of  human  life. 

■  «  John  Ward,  George  Green, 
1  *  Thomas  Denton,  and  John 
Jones,  were  executed,  purfuant  to 
their  fentence. 

Denton  was  a  native  of  the 
northern  part  of  Yorkfhire  ;  and 
though  bred  a  tinman,  from  a  tafte 
for  letters  kept  a  bookfeller’s 
(hop,  about  ten  years  fince,  in  the 
city  of  York.  He  foon  after  re¬ 
turned  to  London,  where  feeing  a 
fpeaking  figure  made  by  fome 
foreigners,  he  completed  another 
in  a  very  fhort  time,  and  by  that 
means  accumulated  much  money  by 
exhibiting  it  in  various  parts  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  fpeaking  figure  he  after¬ 
wards  fold  to  a  printer  in  the  city, 
and  made  a  writing  figure,  which 
is  full  in  the  hands  of  a  friend. 
His  abilities  in  the  chemical  line 
were  very  confpicuous  ;  and  he 
afterwards  tranflated  Pinetti’s  book; 
of  Deceptions,  with  notes.  From 
his  knowledge  of  chemiftry  he  ob¬ 
tained  the  art  of  plating  coach 
harnefles,  &c.  which  he  carried  on 
jointly  with  the  bufrnefs  of  a  book- 
feller,  in  Holborn,  for  fome  time. 
In  this  bufinefs  he  unhappily  form¬ 
ed  a  connexion  with  a  perfon  noto¬ 
rious  for  making  plain  fhillings. 
Thofe  powers  that  aflifted  him  to 
make  feveral  mathematical  instru¬ 
ments,  as  pentagraphs,  &c.  ena¬ 
bled  him  to  imitate  the  current  coin 
in  a  manner  that  deceived  the  beft 
judges,  and  held  the  court  feven 
hours  upon  his  trial,  and  at  laft 
he  was  acquitted  of  coining  ;  but 
eonvitbtd  of  haying  the  imple¬ 


ments  for  coining  in  his  poffefliort. 

Lord  Malmefbury,  late  am-  , 
baffador  to  the  States  General  ^ 
in  Holland,  having  obtained  leave 
of  his  court  to  refign  that  employ¬ 
ment,  their  High  Mightineffes  re- 
folved,  that  a  gold  chain  and  medal, 
of  the  value  of  6000  florins  of' Hol¬ 
land,  be  prefented  to  Lord  Malmef¬ 
bury,  as  a  token  of  their  approbati¬ 
on  anti  friendfhip;  and  that  another, 
value  600  florins,  be  prefented  to 
his  Secretary. 

A  man  fet  off  for  a  wager,  ^  , 
to  walk  one  hundred  miles  in 
twenty-four  hours.  The  ground 
was  meafuredon  Blackheath.  He 
walked  in  a  circle,  which  was  as 
exa<5t  mile,  one-  hundred  times 
round.  He  won  the  wager  with 
eafe  in  twenty-two  hours  and  a 
half.  He  ftarted  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  on  Monday,  walk¬ 
ed  all  the  night,  and  went  the  hun¬ 
dred  miles  by  half  paft  two  o’clock 
on  Tuefday.  He  did  not  appear 
much  fatigued. 

On  Saturday  Jaff  a  public  , 
examination  of  fuch  of  the  1  ^ 
gentlemen  cadets  as  were  judged 
qualified  for  receiving  commiflions 
of  fecond  lieutenants  in  the  royal 
regiment  of  artillery,  was  held  at 
the  royal  military  academy,  at  which 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
prefided. 

After  the  examination  was  over, 
Serjeant  BelPs  contrivance  for 
blowing  up' the  Royal  George  was 
tried  upon  a  veffel  built  by  his 
direction,  upon  a  fcale  of  one  inch 
to  fifty,  thicknefs  of  the  Royal 
George’s  fide.  This  veffel  was 
funk  in  the  river  Thames,  and 
with  50  pounds  of  powder,  after¬ 
wards  conduced  to  her  magazine, 
was  blown  to  pieces.  The  expe/i- 
ment  took  place  at  high  water, 
and  anfwered"every  expetfatian  of 

the 
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the  inventor  of  it,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  feveral  gentlemen  pof- 
feffed  of  great  profeflionai  know¬ 
ledge  in  the  fcience  of  gunnery,  and 
to  whom  the  plan  had  been  fub- 
initted. 

BiXtraEt  of  a  letter  from  cm  officer  on 
hoard  the  Sir  {us  in  Botany  Bay , 
to  his  friend  at  Edinburgh ,  dated 
jfuly  12,  1788. 

“  The  Bouffole  and  the  Afirolabs, 
which  failed  from  France  on  dis¬ 
covery,  came  here  two  days  ago, 
who  gave  the  following  account. 
As  they  were  lying  at  one  of  the 
navigator  iflands,  a  group  dis¬ 
covered  by  Monfieur  Bougainville, 
to  the  northward,  where  they  had 
been  on  a  very  friendly  footing, 
and  had  carried  on  traffic  with 
the  natives  for  a  long  time  with 
great  fuccefs  until  the  day  they 
failed  ;  after  they  had  got  under 
way,  Monfieur  L’ Angle,  captain 
of  the  Aftrolabe,  requeued  of  Mon¬ 
fieur  Peroufe,  the  commodore,  to 
allow  him  to  go  affiore,  and  get 
one  boat  load  more  of  water, 
which  was  all  he  wanted  of  being 
complete.  The  commodore  wiffied 
to  diffiuade  him  from  the  defign, 
by  telling  him,  that  as  they  had 
got  under  way,  and  would  not 
be  long  at  fea,  there  was  no  oc~ 
cafion  for  having  fo  much  water : 
but  Monf.  L’ Angle  Teeming  very 
anxious  to  go,  Monf:  Peroufe 
followed  him.  He  accordingly 
went  affiore  with  two  armed  boats, 
and  in  all  about  thirty-fix  men. 
Whilft  they  were  filling  their  water, 
the  natives  feemed  to  be  on  the 
fame  footing  with  them  that  they 
bad  always  been  formerly.  Mean 
time  the  ffiips,  which  had  hove  to 
off  the  if! and,  had  drifted  to  leeward 
of  one  of  the  points  which  formed 
the  bay  in  which  they  were  lying. 
tVhen,  however,  Monf,  If  Angle's 


people  had  filed  their  water,  and 
were  walking  down  to  the  boat, 
a  great  number  of  the  natives  came 
down,  and  furrounded  them  fo  fud- 
denly,  and  fo  clofe,  that  they  had 
not  power  to  ufe  their  fire-arms, 
and  killed  Monf.  L’ Angle  and  31 
of  the  men  that  were  with  him* 
The  others  fwam  off  to  the  ffiips, 
fome  of  them  very  dangeroufly 
wounded.” 

Died  Mrs.  Greviile,  authorefs 
of  the  celebrated  “  Ode  to  Indif* 
ference.” 

The  Rev.  John  Rotheranr,  of 
Queen's  College,  Oxford,  where 
he  was  prefented  with  the  degree  of 
M.  A.  by  decree  of  convocation, 
Dec.  11,  1753,  for  writing  an  ex¬ 
cellent  piece,  intituled, “  The  Force 
of  the  Argument  for  the  Truth  of 
Chriflianity,  drawn  from  a  collective 
View  of  Prophecy,  1752,"  in  an- 
fwer  to  Dr.  Middleton’s  Examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Riffiop  of  London's  DLL 
courfe  on  Prophecy.  Pie  next  pub- 
liffied  “  A  Sketch  of  the  one  great 
Argument,  formed  fora  the  general 
concurring  Evidences  for  the  Truth 
of  Chriflianity,  1754  — An  Effay 

on  Faith,  and  its  Connection  with 
Works,  1766  ; — ' “  An  Apology  for 

the  Athanafian  Creed . a 

Sermon  on  the  Origin  of  Faith,  1761; 
another  on  the  wifdom  of  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  an  inauguration  Sermon  ; 
1762  ;  another  on  the  influence  of 
Religion  on  human  laws,  an  affifs 
fermon,  1763  ;  another  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  Newcaflle  Infirmary, 
1771  ;  and  one  again!!  Perfecution, 
1780.  He  was  prefented  by  Dr. 
Trevor,  Bifhop  of  Durham,  in  1769, 
to  the  rich  rectory  of  Ploughton- 
leaSpring,  and  the  vicarage  of  Sea- 
ham,  co.  Durham. 

At  his  houfe  near  Caerphilly,  co. 
Glamorgan,  William  Edward,  ar¬ 
chitect  and  bridge-builder,  or: 
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the  Rev.  William  Edward,  for  he 
fuflained  both  characters  with  equal 
affiduity  and  ability.  The  celebrat¬ 
ed  bridge  on  the  river  TaafF,  called 
Pont  y  tu  Pridd,  by  the  Englifh. 
New  Biidge,  was  conftruCkd  by 
this  extraordinary  man.  It  is  the 
ferment  of  a  circle,  whofe  chord  at 
the  furface  of  the  water  is  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-feven  feet,  and  is  the 
bcldeit  and  larged  arch  in  Europe. 
He  was  then  a  common  mafon,  and 
a  methodifl  preacher. 

At  York,  aged  upwards  of  80, 
Mr.  Jofeph  Randall,  formerly  maf- 
ter  of  the  academy  at  Heath,  near 
Wakefield,  author  of  the  “  Semi- 
virgilian  Hufbandry/’  and  oilier 
treatifes  on  agriculture. 


AUGUST. 

Being  the  birth  day  of  his 
1 Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  who  then  entered  into  the 
28th  year  of  his  age,  the  fame  was 
obferved  with  the  greateft  fefti- 
yhy. — His  Highnefs  received  the 
ufual  compliments  at  the  Marine 
Pavilion  at  Brighthelmdone,  where 
there  was  an  entertainment,  at 
which  the  Dukes  of  York,  Cla¬ 
rence,  and  Cumberland  partook. 
The  fame  evening  the  gardens  at 
Vauxh^l  were  beautifully  illumi¬ 
nated,  in  compliment  to  his  High¬ 
nefs. 

^  .  This  day  young  Mr,  Gor- 

J  '  don  was  executed  at  North¬ 
ampton.  Pie  was  found  guilty  of 
murder,  for  killing  the  peace  offi¬ 
cer  who  came  with  a  warrant  to 
apprehend  his  father.  It  was  faid, 
that  th e  officer  or  jus  attendants 
had  made  an  attempt  upon  the 
houfe,  and  that  his  mother  bid 


the  youth  fire  the  fliot  that  killed 
the  man.  They  were  both  tried 
for  the  murder,  and  both  found 
guilty ;  but  a  point  of  law  arifing, 
the  cafe  was  referred  to  the  Twelve 
Judges,  who  confirmed  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  fon.  The  youth,  who 
was  only  nineteen,  had  been  twice 
reprieved,  and,  it  was  generally 
fuppofed,  would  obtain  his  Majef- 
ty’s  pardon. 

Account  of  the  late  Storms 
continued. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  near  Horfe- 
houfe  in  Coverdale  (North  Riding, 
Yorkffiire),  on  a  moor  there,  a 
man  and  tv/o  boys,  digging  peat* 
obferved  a  Rorm  coming,  and,  run¬ 
ning  for  (belter  to  an  adjoining  hut, 
the  lightning  flruck  the  old  man, 
tore  his  flockings  and  ffioes,  and 
burnt  his  legs  :  the  elder  boy,  at 
a  little  diflance  behind  the  old  man, 
was  flruck  dead,  and  rendered  st 
mod  dreadful  fpeclacle.  The  other 
boy,  about  twenty  yards  behind  his 
companions,  was  alfo  ftruck  fenfe- 
lefs,  and  remained  fo  for  fome  time* 
but  afterwards  recovered.  The  old 
man,  it  is  feared,  will  be  a  cripple 
for  life. 

On  the  2  2d  of  Auguft  they  had 
a  remarkable  fall  of  rain  and  hail 
at  Kelfo,  in  Scotland.  It  extend¬ 
ed  but  a  ffiort  way  either  t q  the 
South  or  North,  and  fcarce  at  all  to 
the  Eaftward.  To  the  Weftwafd* 
from  whence  it  came,  it  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  violent ;  and  at  Harwich 
was  accompanied  with  a  moil:  tre¬ 
mendous  ftorm  of  t bunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  hail,  or  rather  angular 
pieces  of  ice,  which  fell  in  great; 
abundance. 

But  the  moft  tremendous  ftonrt 
of  thunder  and  lightning  within  the 
memory  of  man,  in  this  country, 
happened  on  the  3d  iaiUnt,  in  the 

evening^ 
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evening,  at  Amcrjhamr  in  Bucks, 
to  the  inexpreffible  terror  and  con- 
Bernation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  villages  round  it,  the  at- 
mofphere,  exhibiting  a  continued 
fheet  of  blue  flame,  through  which 
proceeded  a  heavy  fail  of  hailftoncs, 
in  quantity  and  magnitude  lurpaf- 
ling  defeiription,  which  fell  with 
fuch  violence  as  to  kill  birds,  de- 
ftroy  fruit  trees,  crufh  garden 
frames,  and  (hatter  the  windows  in  a 
molt  aftonifliing:  manner.  More  than 
500  panes  in  Mr.  Drake's  houfe 
Were  broken.  The  fame  ftorm  raged 
furioufly  near  Or  ford  in  Suffolk. 

,  His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
‘  Prince  of  Wales  arrived  at 
York,  to  be  prefent  at  the  races. 

,  His  Royal  Highnefs  was 
'  waited  on  by  the  Sheriffs,  to 
know  when  hisR.H.  would  be  wait¬ 
ed  on  by  the  Corporation  ;  when  his 
Highnefs  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
appoint  two  o’clock  the  fame  day- 
At  that  hour  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  ten  of  the  Aldermen,  the  two 
Sheriffs,  and  a  numerous  body  of 
-the  commonalty,  preceded  by  the 
cky  band  of  mufic,  went  in  their 
formalities  to  the  Deanry,  where 
'they  were  received  by  the  Prince, 
A  very  elegant  addrefs  was  then 
prefented  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
which  wits  read  by  Mr.  Townfend, 
the  town  clerk,  in  which  his  R.  H. 
is  refpedively  entreated  to  permit 
his  royal  name  to  be  enrolled  among 
the  freemen  of  that  ancient  city, 
and  to  accept  the  freedom  thereof, 
which  is  thus  humbly  offered  for 
his  R.  H.’s  gracious  recepti¬ 


on. 


To  the  city  addrefs  his  R.  H. 
returned  a  molt  polite  anfwe.r, 
which  concluded  in  thefe  words  : 

I  with  pleafure  accept  the  free¬ 

dom  of  this  ancient  city,  a  ad  youp 


offer  of  enrolling  my  name  among 
its  citizens.” 

Edinburgh ,  Aug.  i  g.  The  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Delegates  from  the  Burgeifes 
of  the  Royal  Boroughs  met  here, 
Mr.  Graham  of  Gartmore  as  Prae- 
fes,  and  Mr.  Ewen  of  Aberdeen 
as  Secretary.  Before  they  proceed¬ 
ed  to  bufinefs,  a  letter  was  read 
from  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefles 
from  the  Burgeifes  of  many  Bo¬ 
roughs,  formerly  prefented  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  during  the  indif- 
pofition  of  his  Majefly.  This  letter 
of  acknowledgment  was  conceived 
in  the  moft  polite  and  obliging 
terms.  Thehon.  Sir  Henry  Erfldne 
moved  an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  his 
Royal  Highnels’s  gracious  conde- 
feenflon  in  bellowing  this  diftin- 
guiflied  mark  of  attention  on  the 
Burgeifes  of  Scotland ;  and  Mr. 
Laird  of  Strath morton  moved  ad- 
drelfes  of  congratulation  on  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  recovery,  both  to  the  King 
and  Prince  of  Wales,  Which  were 
unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

Came  on  to  be  tried  at  o  t 
Appleby,  before  the  Right 2  £ 
Hon.  Sir  Alexander  Thompfon,  one 
of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer* 
an  ifiue  from  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  to  try  Meflrs.  Hainfworth 
and  Son,  pf  Leeds,  merchants,  on 
an  information  lodged  againft  them 
for  exporting  worfted  yarn  to  Bil- 
boa  in  Spain  ;  when,  after  a  hearing 
of  more  than  four  hours,  in  which 
many  ingenious  arguments  were  ur¬ 
ged  by  the  counfel  on  both  ftdes,  the 
jury  unanimoufly  found  the  defen¬ 
dant,  Thomas  Hainfworth,  guilty, 
both  of  the  illegal  package  and  the 
exportation  thereof. 

The  Spanifh  (hips  deftined 
to  make  difeoveries,  under 
the  command  of  Don  Alexander 

Malalpina*! 
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Makfpina,  fet  fait  from  Cadiz  this 
day.  A-  tilts  in  every  Science  are 
engaged  by  hi^  Catholic  Majefty 
in  this  expedition. 


SEPTEMBER. 

.  j  Earl  Fitzwilliam  gave  a 
*  *  magnificent  Fete  at  Wentworth- 
houfe,  in  honor  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Nothing 
cculd  be  more  fuperb  and  fump- 
tuous  than  the  whole  of  the  ar¬ 
rangements.  It  was  in  the  true 
ilyle  of  Englifli  hospitality.  His 
gates,  on  being  honoured  with  the 
prefenCe  of  he  Heir  Apparent, 
were  thrown  open  to  the  love  and 
loyalty  of  the  furrounding  country  • 
and  not  fewer  than  20,000  per¬ 
sons  partook  of  his  Lordfhip.L  li¬ 
berality.  The  diverfions  (confid¬ 
ing  of  all  the  rural  fpon?  in  ufe 
in  that  part  of  the  country)  laded 
the  whole  day,  and  his  Lord fhi p’s 
park  was  the  graild  ftage  on  which 
the  numerous  peTenages  played 
their  parts.  The  fpeftators  were, 
the  Prince  with  his  attendants, 
and  the  nobillit y  and  gentrv  from 
every  part  of  the  country  without 
diftin&ion.  The  dinner  was  an 
aflemblage  of  every  delicafy  the 
world  could  produce.  The  ball  at 
night,  confiding  of  more  than  two 
hundred  ladies,  the  flower  of  York¬ 
shire,  with  their  partners,  was  the 
mod  brilliant  ever  feen  beyond 
the  Humber. 

In  coming  to  town  from  W ent- 
wOrth-houfe,  the  Prince  encountered 
an  alarming  accident.  About  two 
miles  North  of  Newark,  a  cart 
tro  rng  the  road  druck  the  axle 
of  the  Prince’s  coach,  and  over¬ 
turned  it.  It  was  on  the  verge 
•1  a  dope,  and  the  Cariage  in 
Vol.  XXXI. 
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falling  tumbled  bottom  upper 
mod,  and  was  fhivered  to  pieces 
There  were  in  the  coach  with 
his  R.  H  Lord  Clermont,  Col. 
St.  Leger,  and  Warwick  Lake, 
efq  ; — two  of  the  Prince’s  fervants 
were  on  the  box.  heir  efcape 
was  almolt  miraculous,  not  one  of 
the  company  having  received  mate^ 
rial  hurt  Lord  Clermont  fuffered 
the  mod,  and  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
main  at  Newark,  but  is  fince  per® 
feCtly  recovered. 

Very  early  this  morning  fome 
hours  before  day,  a  very  fine  lunar 
rainbow  appeared,  more  brilliant 
than  that  of  Aug.  17,  1788. 

The  following  is  the  date 
of  the  Carron  manufactory 
in  Scotland,  the  greated  perhaps 
of  the  kind  known  in  the  worldg 
the  weekly  confumption  of  coals 
amounts  to  11,000  tons,  at  45. 
per  ton  °  and  the  confumption  of 
each  day  is  equal  to  that  of  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  during  a  whole 
week.  As  many  coals,  therefore, 
are  Confumed  in  the  Carron  foun- 
deries  as  would  fuffice  to  fupply 
a  city  of  700,000  _  inhabitants* 
A  thoufand  workmen  are  daily 
employed  in  this  manufactory, 
whofe  wages  amount  to  700I.  per 
week,  and  36,400!.  per  annum. 
The  demand  from  abroad,  and 
particluarly  from  Spain,  continue 
yearly  to  increafe. 

This  morning  Col.  Rofs  * 
fe*  out  for  York,  on  a  wager 
with  Mr  Pigott  of  800  guineas, 
that  he  reached  York  (197  miles) 
in  forty  eight  hours,  on  the  fame 
horfe  -^-He  performed  the  journey 
three  hours  within  the  time. 

Two  plants  of  the  cochineal 
opuntia  have  been  lent  from  Kew 
gardens,  and  feveral  others  brought 
irom  China,  to  Madras,  where  they 
are  cultivated  with  fuccefs,  and 
[T]  promife 
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promile  to  rival  the  nople  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  from  whence  our  rich  fcarlet 
dye  is  extracted.  It  is  therefore 
likely  that  this  branch  of  commerce 
Will  fall  into  out'  hands  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  highly  deferving  of  notice, 
as  the  annual  imports  into  Europe 
'at  prefent  amount  to  upwards  of 
300,000k  fterling. 

Seeds  of  the  oldenlandia  umbel- 
lata,  from  the  roots  of  which  plant 
It  extrafiled  the  fine  permanent  red 
dve  fio  much  admired  in  India  cot¬ 
tons,  have  been  fent  to  our  Weft 
India  iflands  bv  Dr  Anderfon,  of 
Madras.  This  plant  is  fo  valuable 
In  India,  that  It  is  fold  there  for  one 
guinea  per  pound.  Some  prepared 
roots  are  alfo  fent  to  England,  to 
try  if  the  dye  can  be  extracted  from 
It  in  this  country.  If  this  can  be 
effected  a  trade  will  be  eftabliftted 
in  that  article  from  India,  to  the 
great  benlfit  of  our  cotton  manu- 
fadtures. 

'T  he  feffions  at  the  Old  Bailey 
ended  ;  when  twelve  convidts  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death,  and  fifty- 
four  were  ordered  to  be  tranf- 
ported  for  feven  years. 

Bright kelmjl 'ms.  Sept.  15.  About 
feven  o’clock  this  evening  MonC 
Maupeau,  fon  of  the  Chancellor  of 
France  of  that  name,  in  a  fit  of  in¬ 
finity,  fihot  himfelf  in  a  field  near 
this  place.  This  unfortunate  gen¬ 
tleman  arrived  here  from  Dieppe 
the  preceding  day.  In  his  pocket 
was  found  a  packet  of  papers, 
among  which  were  two  letters  ©f 
credit,  one  for  6000  livres  on 
Ranfoin,  Morland,  and  Hanimtr- 
fley ;  the  other  on  Meffi  Aubert 
and  Co0  for  whatever  fum  he 
might  have  occafion  j  alfo  a  paff- 
port  for  himfelf.  The  effedls  he 
brought  with  him  to  the  New  Ship, 
where  he  lodged,  were  of  confi- 
derable  value,  among  which  were 


gistir,  I,g9. 

tw0  valuable  gold  watches,  one  of 
them  let  with  diamonds^  two  di¬ 
amond  croffes  of  the  order  of  the 
Knights  of  Malta  5  three  miniature 
pictures  of  a  lady  fet  in  gold ;  a 
pair  of  diamond  fleeve-bmtons, 
and  many  other  trinkets  of  infe¬ 
rior  value  1  in  money,  thirteen 
louis  d3ors  and  five  fhillings  and 
fix  pence  loofe  in  his  pockets, 
with  a  canvas  bag,  in  which  were 
140  Trench  half  crowns  and  nine 
Hi  filings  Englifh  fterling,  all  of 
which  were  immediately  fecured 
by  Mr.  Simon,  principal  officer 
oi  the  cuftoms.  On  the  outfide 
of  the  packet  of  papers  was  writ¬ 
ten  with  a  pencil,  evidently  with  a 
trembling  hand,  ye  meurs  innocent a 
J  en  attejle  le  del.  1  call  heanjeu 
to ‘witnejs  /  am  innocent.-**- His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
whole  humanity  on  all  affecting 
occafions  is  in  a  high  degree  con¬ 
spicuous,  interefted  himfelf  much 
in  the  affairs  of  this  unfortunate 
foreigner.  He  ordered  his  furgeon 
to  examine  hb  head,  leffi  any  fu¬ 
ture  enquiries  fbould  be  made  to 
afeertain  his  death,  and  ordered 
the  particulars  to  be  drawn  up, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  French 
Ambaffador  j  and  forbade  any  fteps 
to  be  taken  refpe&ing  his  funeral 
till  he  had  received  his  Excel¬ 
lency’s  anfwer. 

Shre'wjbury y  Sept.  5.  This  day 
were  executed  at  the  Old  Heath 
near  this  town,  Thomas  Phipps, 
efq.  the  elder,  and  thomas  Phipps 
the  younger,  (father  and  fon,)  for 
forging  and  uttering  a  note  of  hand 
for  20k  purporting  to  be  the  not® 
of  Richard  Coleman  of  Ofweftry, 
knowing  the  fame  to  have  been 
forged.— —They  both,  from  the  time 
of  their  condemnation  to  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  execution,  perfifted  in 
their  innocence  $  but,  as  the  fa- 
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Sal  hour  drew  near,  the  youth  re¬ 
lented  |  and  he  conf  fled  that  he 
committed  the  forgery,  and  that 
his  father  was  wholly  innocent. 
They  were  taken  in  a  mourning 
coach  to  the  place  of  execution, 
attended  by  a  clergyman.  On  the 
way  the  father  faid  to  the  fon, 
4‘  Tommy,  Tommy,  thou  haft 
brought  me  to  this  fhameful  end  ; 
but  1  freely  forgive  thee  to  which 
the  fon  made  no  reply.  The  fa¬ 
ther  was  'n  the  44th  year  of  his 
age ;  the  fon  in  his  20th.  The 
father  was  poflefifed  of  500I,  a 
year,  landed  property,  exclufive  of 
his  bufinefs  as  an  attorney.  He 

J 

has  left  a  widow,  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  a  moft  amiable  young  lady  of 
ftxteen,  to  deplore  his  fofs. 

Die d.— Alex,  Fordyce,  efq. for¬ 
merly  an  eminent  banker,  and 
brother  to  Sir  William  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Fordyce, 

,  In  the  Downs,  on  board 
2  3  e  the  Bofton  Packet,  in  his  53d 
year,  after  four  hours  illnefs,  Si¬ 
las  Dane,  efq,  a  native  of  Gro¬ 
ton,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  firft  and 
fecond  Congrefs,  where  he  was 
diftinguifhed  bv  his  literary  me¬ 
rits,  mercantile  knowledge,  policy, 
and  great  zeal  for  liberty  [the 
charaCterifticks  of  the  firft  plan¬ 
ters  of  New  England,  and  of  their 
defendants]  ;  and  confequently,  in 
1776,  was  appointed  ambaflador 
by  Congrefs  to  the  Court  of 
France.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at 
Paris,  he  proved  his  abillity,  by 
convincing  the  Court  of  France 
that  their  intereft  would  be  pro¬ 
moted  by  giving  fupport  to  the 
American  Revolt.  While  Mr. 
Deane  was  in  France  he  wrote 
to  feveral  Members  of  Congrefs 
falutary  advice,  not  to  pufli 
their  refiftance  into  indeoendence 
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on  the  Mother  Country ;  part  of 
which  letters  were  intercepted 
and  printed.  However,  to  help 
forward  the  claims  cf  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Co  onies  Mr*  Deane  pur- 
chafed  fundry  articles  in  France, 
and  fent  them  to  Congrefs  on  cre¬ 
dit,  to  the  value  of  nearly  half 
a  million  of  livres ;  depending  on 
the  faith  and  promifes  of  Con¬ 
grefs  for  a  juft  and  equitable  pay¬ 
ment.  Congrefs,  having  received 
the  goods  lent  by  Mr.  Deane,  re¬ 
called  him  frpm  his  embafly,  and 
refufed  all  kjnd  of  payment,  be- 
caufe  Mr.  Deane  was  not  clear  of 
a  fufpicion  of  being  not  friendly 
to  the  Independence  of  America. 
This  compelled  Mr.  Deane  to 
leave  France  on  a  fudden,  and 
finally  to  take  refuge  in  England, 
where  he  received  a  generous  and 
a  friendly  fupport,  while  his  emi¬ 
nent  fervices,  and  juft  demands 
on  Congrefs,  were  difregarded  by 
his  Fellow  Patriots  in  America. 


OCTOBER. 

The  dying-ftove  belonging  , 
to  the  powder  mills  near  Fa-  3 
verfham  took  fire,  and  blew  up 
about  twenty  barrels  of  gunpowder, 
with  a  dreadful  explofion.  An  old 
man,  fixty-five  years  of  age,  was 
blown  up,  and  came  dowq  a  dread¬ 
ful  ipe&acle,  too  fliocking  to  re¬ 
late. 

A  few  days  fince  as  Mr.  ^ 
Phillips,  of  North umberland- 
ftreet,  was  bathing  in  the  fea  at 
Portfmouth,  he  was  fnddenly  feiz- 
ed  with  the  cramp,  and  funk  twice  * 
which  being  perceived  by  the  man 
attending  the  bathing  machine,  he 
jumped  in  to  his  aOIftance.  Mr. 
Phillips  caught  hold  of  hiip,  and 
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io  entangled  both,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  the  man  could 
preferve  even  his  own  life.  A 
large  Newfoundland  dog  feeing  the 
danger  Mr.  Phillips  was  in,  after 
the  man  Uad  left  him,  jumped  in 
and  caught  hold  of  his  bathing 
cap,  and  with  the  affiflance  of  the 
tide,  which  was  flowing,  brought 
him  fafe  to  fihore.  Mr.  Phillips 
purchafed  the  dog,  and  liberally 
rewarded  the  man  who  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  fave  him. 

The  American  States  have  at 
laft  obtained  Bulls  from  Rome  for 
the  confecration  of  Dr.  John  Carrol, 
the  firft  Roman  Catholick  Bifhop, 
by  the  title  of  Bifhop  of  Baltimore, 
in  Maryland  ?  by  which  he  takes 
place  in  that  See  before  all  other 
Bifhops  i  and  has  the  direction  of 
all  Catholic  affairs  throughout  that 
vaft  extent  of  country. 

He  is  invefted  with  full  powers 
to  confecrate  others*— to  eredt  Col- 
]egres— .fettle  and  eflablifh  Monaf- 
teries,  Szc.  &e. 

Thefe  Bulls  empower  him  to 
go  to  the  Havannah,  Quebec,  or 
snv  place  in  Europe  (where  one 
Bifhop  and  two  Priefts  can  be" pre¬ 
fen  t),  for  the  purpofe  of  his. own 
confecration  ;  after  which,  it  is  faid, 
he  will  have  the  character  of  Le¬ 
gate  Apofiolk  to  the  States.  This 
Prelate  was  legally  defied  by  his 
Clergy  j  and  it  is  a  piece  of  pa¬ 
per  worthy  notice,  that  though  the 
States  fandlion  this  affair,  they 
will  not  admit  of  any  Church  ef- 
tablifhment,  to  prevent  feuds  and 
prosecutions. 

Donald  Mac  Leod,  the 
10th.  jjighlander,  was  at  St. 

J  a  rue’s,  to  prefent  a  petition  to 
his  majefty.  This  veteran  is  101 
years  two  months  old  j  the  caufe 
of  his  coming  to  London  was  on 
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account  of  his  penfion  being  refufetlf 
at  Chelfea  :  he  brought  every  thing 
neceflary  to  prove  his  being  the 
man  ;  he  walked  Tom  Invernefs, 
in  Scotland,  and  with  him  his 
youngeft  fon,  wdiofe  age  is  eight 
years  •  his  eldefl:  fon  is  eighty 
hk  countenance,  and  other  appear¬ 
ances,  befpeak  a  heal  character  of 
not  more  than  feventy  :  he  fought; 
under  king  William,  queen  Anne, 
George  the  Firit  and. Second,  and 
bore  arms  for  George  the  Third. 
The  old  man  fays,  when  he  har 
done  his  bufinefs,  he  iHall  tva/k 
back  ngt.in. 

On  Wedoefday  the  7th  inft.  a£ 
the  General  Quarter  Seflions,  held 
at  Chelmsford ,  for  the  county  of 
Effex,  the  opnions  of  Meff  Bear=* 
croft  and  Shepherd  were  read,  re¬ 
lative  to  a  flue  of  500I.  laid  upon 
the  county  by  the  Judge,  after 
the  laft  Affixes,  for  not  having  in 
their  county-  goal  two  dififindl  rooms3 
for  the  male  and  female  invalids 
within  the  faid  prifon,  Their  opi¬ 
nions  Rated,  with  becoming  dif¬ 
fidence,  a  doubt  of  the  legality 
of  fuch  fine  5,  on  which  the  Court 
came  unanimously  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolution,  <viz.  “  To  refifl  the 
payment  of  faid  fine,  as  not  war¬ 
ranted  by  law.” 

At'  Woolvpich ,  an  experiment 
was  made  of  an  invention  for  break® 
ing  chains  or  booms  laid  acroffi 
rivers,  by  means  of  a  mine  of  gun¬ 
powder  conveyed  under  the  water, 
which  feemed  to  promife  fuccefs* , 
'The  invention  is  Serjeant  Bell% 
of  the  Royal  Artillery,  who  fug- 
gefted  a  mode  of  blowing  up  the 
Royal  George. 

By  a.  letter  from  Manchejler  there 
is  an  account,  that,  on  the  iff 
inftant,  a  large  warehoufe  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater, 
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and  occupied  by  perlons  trading 
on  the  Staffordiliire  Navigation, 
was  difcovered  to  be  on  fire.  The 
wind  being  very  high,  -the  whole 
building,  with  its  contents,  the 
books  of  accompts  only  excepted, 
was  entirely  xonfumed.  The  iofs 
is  computed  at  -50,000!  ;  no  part 
of  which  was  inlured. 

Came  on  to  be  heard,  before 
juilice  Bond  and  Thomas 
Vaughan,  Efq.  the  information  of 
Mofes  Maurant  againft  John  Bur- 
kirts,  a  notorious  dog-fteaier.  The 
priioner  owned  that  the  dog  where¬ 
with  he  was  charged,  followed 
him  from  the  Hay-market,  and 
that  he  hung  him  in  the  fields 
leading  to  Hampftead  ;  that  he 
had  hung  federal  dogs,  and  that 
he*  followed  the  practice  for  a 
living  ;  that  the  fkin  of  a  dog 
would  fetch  is.  6d.  and  for  a  de¬ 
gree  larger  zs.  and  for  a  very 
large  one,  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s  6d.  ; 
that  he  always  fold  them  to  a 
tanner  in  Long-lane  in  the  Bo¬ 
rough  who  never  alked  «jueftioJis. 
He  was  found  guilty  of  the  charge, 
and,  being.unable  to  pay  the  penalty 
was  fentenced  to  12  months  im- 
prifonment. 

The  remuneration  of  the  King’s 
phyficians  is  finaily fettled  ;  but  the 
lums  have  been  erjroneomhy  dated 
in  many  of  the, public  papers.  The 
veracity  of  the  following  ftate- 
ment  mav  be  depended  upon  : 

To  Dr.  Willis,  the  father,  150 ol. 
per  ann.  for  21  years. 

To  Dr.  Willis,  the  fan,  .-650],  per 
ann.  for  life. 

To  the  -other  phyficians-,  thirty 
guineas  for  each  vific  to  Windier, 
ajid  ten  guineas  for  each  vifit  to 
Kew.  This  to  Sir  George  Baker, 
who  had  the  longelt  attendance, 
|U;es  jict  amount  to  more  than 


1 300  guineas  ;  and  to  all  the  others 
in  proportion. 

An  extraordinary  difeovery  is  laid 
to  have  been  lately  made  at  Cha¬ 
pel  Farm,  near  Tiverton,  where, 
in  digging  with  a  view  to  enlarge 
a  pond,  the  workmen,  at  about 
ten  feet  deep,  came  to  a  fpongy 
matter  covered  with  hop's  bridles, 
and  digging  dill  deeper,  the  com¬ 
plete  carc'afe  of  a  hog  was  found, 
reduced  to  the  colour  and  con- 
fi lienee  ot  an  Egyptian  mummy. 
Other  earcafes  were  found  $  and 
the  account  fays,  4hat  this  piggery 
continued  to  the  depth  of  twelve 
feet. 

Northampton,  Oft.  9,  A  meeting  - 
of  the  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  Gen¬ 
try,  of  this  town  and  county,  was 
held  at  the  County  hall,  to  con- 
iider  of  the  propriety  of  eftablilh- 
i-ng  a  Preservative  Society  for  that 
County,  when  Mr.  Doiben  very 
ably  opened  the  buftnefs,  with  a 
g~eat  variety  of  matter,  and  his 
plan  well  arranged.  Mr.  D.  was 
lupported  by  fome  of  the  mod  re- 
fpebUbie  characters  in  .the  county 
and  a  fubfeript-ion  was  immedi¬ 
ately  opened,  exactly  on  the  fame 
looting  as  the  “  Royal  Humane 
Society.  — It  is  fincerely  to  be 
wiiiied,  that -this  laudable  example 
may  be  followed  in  other  counties, 
where  gentlemen  of  intelligence 
and  fortune  are  on  the  lpo°t  to 
examine  into  the  cafe,  and  to  re¬ 
ward  the  afiiftants.  The  necefii- 
tii-s  of  trade,  and  the  ^comforts 
of  hfe,  require  feveral  canals, 
which  are  aimoft  every  day  dig¬ 
ging  in  various  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  Thefe  are  evidently  more 
dangerous  .than  natural  rivers.-** 
Whenever  the  life  of  a  fellow- 
creature  is  endangered,  there  the 
oceans  to  refer©  and  re  ft  ore 
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them,  and  to  reward  thofe  who 
perhaps  may  hazard  themfelves, 
to  fa  ve  another,  ought  to  be  provid¬ 
ed, 

Di  ed.— By  a  fall  from  his  horfe. 
Thomas  'Day,  Efq  of  Anningfley, 
Co.  Surrey  ;  a  gentleman  diftin- 
guiOred  for  eminent  abilities,  and 
author  of  the  following  publica¬ 
tions  :  1.  “  Reflexions  upon  the 
prefent  State  of  England,  and  the 
Independence  of  America.”  2. 

Fragment  of  an  original  Let¬ 
ter  on  the  Slavery  of  the  Ne¬ 
groes.”  3.  A  Pialogue  between 
a  Jufliceof  the  Peace  and  a  Far- 
Pie>V‘  4* “  RefieXions  upon  the 
Peace,  the  Eafl:  India  Bill,  and 
the  prefent  CriftsT  5.  “  A  Let¬ 
ter  to  Arthur  Young,  Efq.  on  the 
Bill  now  pending  in  Parliament 
to  prevent  the  Exportation  of 
Wool.”  (5.  “The  Hiflory  of  Little 
Jack,“  printed  in  the  Children’s 
Mifcellany,  1788°  7.  “  The  Hif- 

tory  of  ^andford  and  Merton  a 
work  intended  for  die  ufe  of  chil¬ 
dren,  3  yols. 

At  Ealing*  near  Brentford,  after 
a  very  long  and  affliXingillnefs  Mrs, 
Lafcelles  (the  once  celebrated  Mifs 
Catley)  °  wifgofGen.  L.  Bier  dis¬ 
order  was  a  decline*  She  has  left 
eight  children  by  the  General,  four 
ions  and  four  daughters.  The  eldefl: 
fon  is  a  cornet  of  dragoons*  A 
iliort  time  before  her  death  flie 
purchased  an  handfome  hopfe  at 
Ealing,  for  the  future  yefidence 
of  her  daughters,,  to  whom  fbe 
Fas  bequeathed  the  whole  of  her 
fortune.,  which  w7as  not  inconfider- 
able.— Whilfl:  the  youthful  indifcre- 
ticB  of  this  lady  are  held  out  to 
the  juvenile  part  of  her  fex  as 
beacon?,  to  avoid  the  fame  courfe, 
the  brighter  fide  of  her  charaXer 
may  be  recommended  as  a  model 
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worthy  of  their  imitation.  Ths 
propriety  and  grace  with  which 
ibe  difcharged  the  various  relative 
duties  was  exemplarily  confpicuous, 
and,  if  univerfally  adopted,  would 
not  only  add  to  the  general  flock 
of  domeftic  happinefs,  but  confi- 
derablv  leflen  the  miferies  that 
ppeur  in  the  more  extended  fphere 
of  focial  life.  As  a  daughter,  wife 
and  mother,  her  conduX  was  far 
above  the  ordinary  level  ;  nor  was 
ffie  lefs  diftinguiiLed  for  generofity 
and  benevolence  ;  in  the  exercife 
of  which  amiable  qualities  flip 
united  delicacy  with  prudence  :  her 
ear  was  always  open,  and  her  hand 
extended,  to  the  children  of  afflic¬ 
tion  |  being,  by  a  rigid  (tho’  not 
penurious  or  inelegant)  ceconomjq 
empowered  to  relieve  numbers, 
without  injuring  thofe  whom  Na¬ 
ture  had  more  particularly  confign° 
pd  to  her  attention  and  folicitude. 


NO  VE  M  B  E  R. 

SaUJhuy,  Nov.  4.  The  oak  beam 
acrofs  the  upper  or  eafl  end  of  the 
choir  of  the  cathedral  was  taken 
down,  under  the  direXion  of  Mr. 
Wyat,  in  the  prefence  of  the  bifliop, 
&c.  It  was  eighty  feet  long,  and 
four  feet  fquare0  The  reafon  of 
its  being  put  up  is  not  eafy  to  fay, 
unlefs  to  tie  the  walls  together 
at  the  top :  but  as  they  had 
fhrunk  from  it  at  each  end,  it 
was  not  only  difagreeable  to  the 
eye,  but  rather  injurious  than  of 
aid  to  the  fabrick*  It  weighed 
feveral  tons,  and  was  not  at  all  de¬ 
cayed.  It  was  removed  with  great 
cafe  and  fafety,by  ereXinga  fcaffold 
under  the  middle,  by  which  a  man 
fawed  out  the  centre  part,  and  let  if 
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4own  before  the  two  ends.  The 
architect  gave  a  handfome  enter¬ 
tainment  in  the  evening  to  Me  IT. 
Leefh,  the  clerks  of  the  work 
and  the  workmen,  who  are  daily 
employed,  to  the  number  of  fifty, 
in  the  alterations  now  executing 
in  the  cathedral 

^  ^  About  minutes  after  6  in 
the  afternoon,  a  fmart  fhock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Comric, 
near  Crieff,  and  the  neighbouring 
places.  At  Lawers  the  fhock  was 
diftinft  and  violent.  A  loud  rum¬ 
bling  noife  was  heard,  refembling 
thunder  ;  and  the  fhock  appeared 
to  ftrike  upwards  from  a  great 
depth  in  the  earth.  Several  per¬ 
sons  were  nearly  thrown  down, 
and  great  numbers  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Comrie  left  their  houfes 
in  the  utmoft  condernation.  In 
the  courfe  of  two  hours  after  the 
firft  fhock,  no  lefs  than  thirty  dif¬ 
ferent  lefTer  noifes  were  diftinftly 
heard.  The  progrefs  of  the  firft 
■feeined  to  be  towards  the  North- 
weft,  but  afterwards  more  to  the 
Eaftward. 

,  Qci  Saturday  morning 

1  1  *  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 

Univerfify  of  Oxford,  attended  by 
the  Beadles,  waited  on  their  Roval 
Highneftes  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter* 
Prince  William  Henry,  and  Princefs 
Sophia  of  Glouceder,  at  the  Tar 
Inn,  and  conduced  them  to  view 
the  principal  buildings,  &c.  of 
that  Univerfity.  After  feeing  Tri¬ 
nity,  All  Souls,  Queen’s  College, 
ihe  Theatre,  Bodleian  Library, 
they  proceeded  to  Chrift-  Church 
where  they  were  received  bv  the 
Dean  and  refident  Canons  in  the 
new  Library.  The  young  Noble¬ 
men  of  that  Society  were  then 
prefented  to  their  Royal  High- 
jneifes.  After  viewing  the  Library, 
and  the  noble  collection  of  paintings 
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given  to  that  Society  by  the  late 
General  Guife,  they  proceeded  to 
the  Dining  hall.  Chapel,  &c.  After 
which  they  partook  of  a  refrefbmenc 
at  the  Dean’s  lodgings.  Their 
Royal  Highneftes  left  Oxford  about 
two  o’clock,  highly  pleafed  with 
the  attention  paid  them  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Univerfity. 

ij  J 

Lord  Loughborough  has  or¬ 
dered  the  CJe*  3k  of  Affize  for  1 
the  Home  Circuit  not  to  eftreat 
into  his  Majefty’s  Exchequer  the 
fine  of  500I.  whch  he  laid  upon 
the  County  of  EfTex  at  the  laft 
fummer  affixes. 

The  following  melancholy  acci¬ 
dent  happened  a  few  nights  ago 
at  Cambridge,  to  a  fen  of  Sir 
Robert  Sloper,  an  accompliftied 
youth  of  about  18  years  of  age, 
who  is  at  College  there**— As  he 
was  returning  home  from  fpending 
the  evening  with  a  fifiend,  ip 
turning  the  corner  of  a  ftreer,  he 
received  a  blow  from  a  perfon  he 
did  not  fee,  that  at  once  broke 
both  his  jaw-bones,  and  otherways 
mangled  his  face  in  a  fhocking 
manner.  As  the  alfailant  never 
{poke,  it  is  Pup  poled  he  was  way¬ 
laying  dome  perfon  to  revenge  an 
injury,  and  unfortunately  miftook 
Mr.  Sloper  for  that  perfon.  The 
heads  of  the  colleges  have  offered 
one  hundred  guineas  reward,  bur 
hitherto  without  fuccefs. 

Yefterday  the  P,ord  Bi- 
fbop  of  1  onion,  affided  2°l  t 
by  Sir  William  Scot,  chancellor, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parker,  reft  or 
©)  the  Parilli  of  St.  James,  Weftr 
minder,  confecrated  a  burial  ground 
for  the  fa  id  parifti,  confiding  of 
four  acres  of  land,  pursuant  to 
a n  aft  palled  in  the  laft  fefiion  of 
Parliament,  fituated  in  the  road 
leading  from  Tottenham  Court  to 
Kpiuifl}  tp  jyn  near  the  turn- 


228]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1789. 


pike,  and  inclofed  with  a  brick 
wall  ten  feet  high,  which  land  is 
granted  by  Lord  Sou.  Hampton  to 
the  faid  pariffi  for  ever. 

On  laying  the  foundation  flone 
of  the  New  College  at  Edinburgh, 
two  cryftal  bottles  were  inclofed 
therein  ;  in  One  of  thefe  were  put 
different  coins  of  the  perfent  reign, 
each  feparately  enveloped  in  cry- 
#al,  in  fo  curious  a  manner,  that 
the  legent  could  be  diftinclly 
read.  In  the  other  were  deposit¬ 
ed  feven  rolls  of  vellum,  contain¬ 
ing  the  original  and  prefent  ftate 
of  the  Univerfity,  &c.  with  a  lift 
of  the  principal  officers,  the  Lord 
Provo ft  of  Edinburgh,  the  magi- 
ilrates,  and  officers  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland.— “The  bottles, 
properly  fealed  up,  were  covered 
with  a  plate  of  copper,  wrgpt  in 
block  tin  ;  and  upon  the  unde*' 
fide  of  the  copper  were  engraved 
the  arms  of  the  City  and  Univer¬ 
fity,  as  alfo  of  the  Grand  Mafon. 
Upon  the  upper  fide  was  the  follow¬ 
ing  Latin  infcription  : 

Annqente  Dep  opt.  in  ax. 

Regn«  Georgio.  III.  Princ.  munificen* 
tiffimo  ! 

Academis  Edinburgenfia 
2^dibus, 

Initio  quidem  humillimis, 

Et  jam,  port  duo  fecula,  peng  ruinofis  j 
Novi  hujus  aedificii, 

Ubi  commcditati  ftmul  et  clegantise, 
Tranto  doftnnarum  dpiijicilio  digns, 
Confuiereter, 

Pnmumlapidem  pofuit, 

PJaud.  ingenti  on  n.  ordinum  frequently 
Vir  nobiliffimus  Francitcus  Domipus  Na¬ 
pier, 

Reipub,  A.rchite£t.  ap  Scotos  Cur.  Max. 
XVI.  kal-  IMovemb. 

Annofalutis  humanse  mdcclxxxix. 
JErx  architedtcnicae  100  mdcc  lxxxIx. 

Confule  Thomas  Elder, 

Academia:  Praefedto  Gulielmo  Robertfon. 

Architedp  Roberto  Adam, 

Q^.  F  F  .  Q_.  S. 

Qloucefter ,  Nov.  19.  This  day 
was  effected  the  greatest  object 


of  internal  navigation  in  this  king¬ 
dom.  The  Severn  was  united  to 
the  Thames,  by  an  intermediate 
canal  afcending  by  Stroud,  through 
the  vale  of  Chalffrd,  to  the  height 
of  343  feet,  by  2%  locks;  there 
entering  a  tunnel  through  the  hill 
of  Saperton,  for  the  length  of  two 
miles  and  three  furlongs,  and  def- 
tending  134  feet  by  14  locks, 
it  joined  the  Thames  near  Lech- 
lade, 

With  refpeft  to  the  internal 
commerce  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  fecurity  of  communication  in 
time  of  war,  this  junction  of  the 
Thames  and  Severn  muff  be  at? 
tended  with  the  mpft  beneficial 
confeqyences,  as  even  ftores  from 
the  Baltic,  and  provifions  from 
Ireland,  may  reach  the  capita], 
and  the  ports  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames,  in  fafety.  And  all 
the  heavy  articles  from  the  mines 
and  founderips  in  the  heart  of 
Wales,  and  the  counties  con¬ 
tiguous  to  the  Severn,  may  find 
a  fecure  and  certain  conveyance 
to  the  capital. 

In  ihort,  this  undertaking  is 
worthy  of  a  great  commercial  na¬ 
tion,  and  does  great  credit  to  the 
exertions  of  the  individuals,  who 
have  promoted  and  completed  a 
work  of  fuch  magnitude,  at  an 
expence  of  near  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  , 

The  arched  tunnel,  carried 
through  the  bowels  of  a  moun¬ 
tain  near  two  miles  and  a  half 
long,  and  15  feet  wide,  at.  a  level 
250  feet  below  its  fummit,  is  a 
work  worthy  admiration  ;  and  the 
locks  afcending  from  Stroud,  and 
def  ending  from  the  fummit,  are 
executed  in  a  manner  deferving 
great  cqmmendatiotfV 

Mr.  Adam  moved  for  judg-  ^ 
mentngainft  Dr.  Withers,  for  ~ 
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that  feldoin  occurs  $ 


a-  libel  againft  Mrs.  Fiizherberr.  cumiiance 
Mr.  Dallas  made  an  excellent  viz,  all  the  planets  were  above 
fpeech,  on  the  part  of  the  Defen-  the  horizon,  and  perfectly  vifibie, 
dam,  m  mitigation  of  his  punifh-  the  atmofphere  being  remarkably 
mem  ;  and  Dr.  Withers  was  in-  clear,  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours? 
dulged  in  the  liberty  of  plead-  -—Mercury,  Mars  and  Jupiter, 


mg  for  himfelf.  He  avowed  the 
publication  of  the  pamphlet  in 
queftion,  hcfaid,  net  knowing  that 
the  truth  was  a  libel.  His  ipeech 
did  not  feem  to  make  a  very 
deep  imp  eflion  on  the  Court  in 
his  favour, — “-The  fentence  of 
the  court  was,  “  That  you  Philip 
Withers  do  pay  a  fine  to  the 
King  of  50I ;  that  you  be  im^ 


in  the  morning  ;  and  Venus,  Sa¬ 
turn,  and  the  Moon,  in  the 
evening. 

W  as  tried  at  the  Admi-  , 
ralty  feflions  at  the  Oid  2  * 
Bailey,  Captain  John  Weflwich, 
of  the  brig  Pilgrim,  from  Cork 
to  Bnflol  for  the  murder  of  his 
carpenter,  by  violently  ftriking 
him  with  a  pump  handle.  It  was 


prifoned  in  his  Majefty*s  goal  of  clearly  proved,  that  the  witnefTes, 

Newgate,  for  one  year;  and  that  in  conjunction  with  an  attorney, 

at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  had  entered  into  a  confpiracy 

you  give  fecurity  for  your  good  be-  againft  the  captain,  who  was  ho? 
haviour  for  the  term  of  five  years,  nourably  acquitted,  and  a  copy 
yourfelf  in  5.00I.  and  your  two  of  the  indictment  was  granted 


bail  in  tool,  each.’* 

,  -  This  day  the  Logographic 

J  ’  Printer  was  called  up  to 
the  court  of  K.  B.  to  receive 
fentence  for  publishing  a  libel 
againft  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of 
York. — Mr.  Juftice  Afhurft  pre¬ 
faced  the  fentence  with  an  admi? 
rable  addrels  to  the  Defendant  ; 
after  which  he  pronounced  the 
fentence  of  the  Court,  which  was, 
a  fine  of  50I ;  a  year’s  impri* 


him.  s 

Eight  prifoners  were  tried  for 
making  a  revolt  on  board  the 
Qregfon,  Captain  W.  Coran,  at 
Dick's  Cove,  about  a  league  and 
a  half  from  the  coaft  of  Africa  $ 
two  of  whom,  John  Williams, 
and  Hugh  Wilfon,  were  capital? 
ly  convidted. 

A  fire  happened  on  Mon-  f 
day  night  atHoughton-EJaj], 
Norfolk,  the  feat  of  Lord  Orford 


fonment  in  Newgate;  to  fiand  on  The  North*  wing  of  that  noble 
the  pillory  for  one  hour,  between  manfior,  according  to  report,  is 
the  hours  of  twelve  and  three  ;  coufunied ;  and  the  fire,  it  is 
to  enter  into  recognizance  for  thought  would  have  entirely  de~ 
his  good  behaviour  for  teven  years,  -  ftr.oyed  the  whole  building,  if  its 
the  Defendant  in  500I.  and  two  progress  had  not  been  impeded 

by  a  ltone  arcade  which  divides 
the  wing  from  the  train  edifice. 

An  adion  was  brought  by  . 
Captain  ParfJow,  to  recover  ^ 
from  the  Defendant,  Mr.  Sykes, 
fatisfaftion  in  damages  forfeducing, 
debauching,  and  carrying  feay,  the 


securities  in  iopl.  each. 


DECEMBER. 


pit. 


Agronomical  obfervers  were 
gratified  this  day  by  a  cir- 
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wife  of  the  Plaintiff-p-The  damages 
were  laid  at  ten  thoufand  pounds  ; 
the  whole  of  which  was  given 
by  the  verditt  of  the  Jury. 

,  On  Saturday  lad,  Sir  Jofeph 
*  *  Banks,  attended  by  fome  other 

gentlemen,  vifited  the  Difcovery, 
a  new  fhip  equipping  at  Deptford, 
for  remote  fervices,  to  fix  on  a 
proper  place  for  a  receptacle  for 
any  new  plants  which  may  be 
colleft^d  by  Mr.  Menzies,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  much  botanical  know¬ 
ledge,  who  is  to  accompany  cap¬ 
tain  Roberts  on  this  voyage  -  his 
Majefly  being  at  all  times  anxious, 
when  the  opportunity  offers,  to 
enrich  his  gardens  at  Rew. 

Accounts  have  been  received 
that  Omai,  of  Otaheite,  is  dead  ; 
he  did  not  chufe  to  live  in  his 
native  ifland,  and  therefore  fettled 
in  another,  and  Cpon  fquandered 
or  gave  away  the  greateft  part  of 
his  property  ;  but  there  being  a 
jcow,  and  a  few  European  animals, 
belonging  to  him>  the  king  of  Ota¬ 
heite,  his  liege  lord,  demanded 
them  of  the  king  under  v/hofe 
protection  Omai  died  •  they  were 
refufed ;  the  confequence  was,  a 
war  between  the  two  chiefs,  which 
ended  in  the  ruin  of  the  princi¬ 
pality  of  the  latter,, 

i  H  is  Majefty  experienced 
^  ‘  a  narrow  efcape,  a  few  days 
fince,  from  being  overturned  in 
his  carriage  in  Cplnbrooke  river, 
which  feparates  Ivor  and  Uxbridge 
Moor :  when  returning  from  hunt¬ 
ing,  the  two  leaders  fell  into  a 
hole  ;  but  fortunately,  were  im- 
aaediatly  extreated  by  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  agility  and  pre fence  of 
mind  of  the  poftillion.  Two  days 
.ftfter  a  waggon  loaded  with  corn, 
$ras  .overturned  at  the  fame  fpot. 


on  its  way  to  Uxbridge  Mar¬ 
ket. 

Tuefday  was  held  a  trial  of 
the  pix  of  moneys,  coined  at  the 
Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
by  the  Earl  of  Effingham,  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majedy*s 
mod  Honourable  Privy  council, 
at  Weftminfter  Hall,  when,  upon 
the  drifted  ferutiny,  by  an  able 
jury  of  Goldfmiths,  the  coins 
were  found  fully  agreeable  to  the 
ftandard  of  his  Majefty’s  exche¬ 
quer. 

At  the  trial  of  pix  the  other 
day,  the  Chanceller  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  did  not  attend  ;  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  his  charge 
to  the  jury,  faid,  that  fo  facred 
was  the  trial  by  jury,  that  he 
trufted  in  God  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  would  always  confider  it  as 
their  indefefible  right,  and  that 
under  no  pretence,  either  of  re¬ 
venue  or  of  any  thing  elfe,  would 
this  great  fafeguard  of  their  pro¬ 
perties  be  entrenched  upon  »  that 
an  infringement  of  this  right  was 
an  aft  for  which  the  longed  life 
of  the  mod  exalted  minifter  that 
this  country  was  ever  bleffed  with 
could  never  atone.  In  mainte¬ 
nance  of  t-hefe  fsntiments,  he  re¬ 
lated  the  evils  that  had  been  buf¬ 
fered  by  the  country  in  the  de- 
bafement  of  the  coin,  when  a  trial 
of  the  pix  by  jury  was  not  ne- 
ceffary,  previous  to  a  Matter  of 
the  Mint  receiving  his  quietus* 

The  pix  is  a  box  kept  at  the 
Mint,  into  which  one  piece  of 
every  journey  is  put.  A  journey 
is  the  technical  term  for  the  coin® 
age  of  a  certain  weight  of  golch 
Each  journey  contains  677  gui~ 
ncas  and  a  half.  Out  of  this  turn 
two  pieces  are  taken  $  one  is  fenjt 
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ps  the  Tower  to  be  affayed,  the 
other  is  put  into  the  pix,  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  before  the  Maf- 
ter  can  have  his  quietus,,  The 
number  in  the  pix,  therefore, 
afceitains  pretty  accurately  the 
quantity  coined,  by  which  at  lead; 
the  public  may  form  a  conjecture. 
The  money  iffued  from  the 
Mint  which  Lord  Effingham  ren¬ 
dered  an  account  of  on  Tuefday 
at  the  trial  of  the  pix  in  Weft- 
minfter  Hall,  amounted  to  eight 
millions  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  His  Lordfhip’s  profits 
upon  this,  is  about  nine  thoufand 
pounds. 

Died. — At  Winchefter,  aged 
67,  the  Rev.  Harry  Lee,  LL.D. 
warden  of  Wincheder  College, 
and  reCtor  of  Roudiam,  co.  Ox¬ 
ford. 


Near  Nedle.  in  Picardy,  M. 
Cambray,  one  of  the  firft  theo¬ 
retic  architefts  in  Europe. — He  had 
written  on  the  rife  and  fall  of 
Gothic  architecture,  in  which  the 
characters,  proportions,  &c.  of  the 
antique  were  elaborately  treated  ofe 
At  St.  Nicholas’s  poor-houfe, 
Newcaftle,  of  which  he  was  the 
keeper,  Mr.  Wm.  Umfreville.— 
By  feveral  indubitable  evidences 
in  his  poffiefiion,  he  appeared  to 
be  the  foie  reprefentative  of  one 
of  the  greated  names  and  mod 
alludrious  families  in  the  North. 
The  pedigree  traces  back  the  fa¬ 
mily  to  Robert  Umfreville,  lord 
of  Tours  and  Vian  in  the  time  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  He  had 
in  his  cuftody  a  fword  which  be¬ 
longed  to  Sir  Robert  Umfreville, 
vice-admiral  of  England  about  the 
time  of  Pichard  II  —Mr.  U.  died 
i  n  very  indigent  circumftances, 
and  has  left  a  widow  and  one 
£ on , 
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At  Marcham,  Berks,  Jn.  Elwes, 
efq.  M.  P.  for  that  county,  aged 
upwards  of  fourfeore  ;  and  a  more 
refpeCtable  member  never  fat  in 
parliament.  His  property  in  land 
and  money  was  immenfe.  The 
former  devolves  to  his  nephew, 
the  fon  of  the  late  Colonel  Timms, 
of  the  horfe  guards.  This  is  eftw 
mated  at  7000I.  per  annum.  The 
latter,  to  the  amount  of  near 
300,000!  excepting  fome  few  le<- 
gacies,  is  equally  divided  between 
his  two  fon?. — Mr.  E.  had,  dur¬ 
ing  Lord  North’s  adminidratici?, 
been  offered  an  Englidi  peerage  j 
but  as,  under  his  circnmdances, 
it  could  not  have  been  hereditary, 
he  declined  it.  Great  part  of  the 
Circus  Buildings,  Seymour-dreet, 
&c.  were  his  property.  He  was  a 
man  of  clear  perception,  found 
judgment,  and  unfiiaken  integrity. 
In  fuch  high  edimation  was  he 
held  for  his  love  of  jqftice,  that 
nymberlefs  difputes  amongd  his 
condiments  and  others,  which 
would  have  been  decided  bv  courts 
of  law,  were  left  to  his  foie  ar¬ 
bitrament  ;  and  his  determination 
were  fure  to  be  thoroughly  fatif- 
faCtory  to  the  judicious.  Yet,  not 
withdanding  his  great  and  good 
character,  he  was  a  man  (refpeCt- 
ing  himfelf )  of  an  extraordinary 
penurious  or  lingular  turn.  About 
25  years  ago,  he  would  travel  a 
whole  day,  viz.  from  his  feat  in 
Berkfhire  to  London,  on  horfeback, 
without  baiting.  He,  at  that  time, 
v/as  not  only  in  the  habit  of  gam¬ 
ing  very  high,  but  alfo  ^ent  large 
fumi  on  mortgage  to  a**  eminent 
builder.  The  monev  he  lent  was 
fupplied  by  indallments,  as  the 
work  was  carried  on.  It  happen¬ 
ed,  that  on  a  Saturday  a  pay¬ 
ment  became  due,  and  the  builder 

went 

M  I  *. 
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went  to  bis  houfe  in  Marlborough- 
ftreet.  Finding  it  Hiut  up,  he  en¬ 
quired  at  the  gaming-houfe  iie 
belonged  to,  and  was  informed 
that  he  certainly  was  in  town. 
(Mr.  E,  at  this  time,  kept  not 
even  a  map  or  maid-fervant  in  town, 
to  attend  upon  him.)  The  build* 
er,  being  diftrefted,  went  back  to 
Marlborough-ftreetj,  but  could  gain 
no  admittance.  At  laft,  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  landlord  of  the  pub- 
Jic-houfe  adjoining,  for  leave  to 
get  over  the  garden-wall,  which 
he  obtained,  and  by  that  means 
ntered  the  houfe,  went  up  hairs, 
and  found  Mr.  Elwes  in  his  bed, 
in  fitch  an  ill  ftate  of  health  as 
not  to  be  able  to  get  out,  and 
nothing  near  him  but  part  of  a 
halfpenny  roll  and  a  glafs  of  wa¬ 
ter.  The  builder,  procuring  a 
phair,  had  him  conveyed  to  his 
.own  houfe  near  Portpian  f^uare, 
where  he  continued  to  lodge  and 
board  for  feveral  years  afterwards. 

At  Scrooby,  near  Bawtry,  aged 
101,  Mr.  Thomas  Loveday.  He 
■had  pra&ifed  the  occupation  of 
a  blackfmith  and  farmer  75  years  • 
and  has  left  a  fon,  who  is  now 
a  farmer  of  the  fame  place,  aged 

25- 

In  an  advanced  age,  Johanna 
Horrel,  of  Exeter,  She  has  left 
a  fortune  of  upwards  of  io,oooh 
-amongft  feveral  poor  relations,  one 
of  whom  was  in  the  workhoufe 
at  the  time  of  her  deceafe.  This 
fum  was  amaffed  |?v  her  very  rigid 
^economy.  After  her  death  feve- 
yal  thoufMtd  pounds  value  of  Bank 
of  England  notes  were  found  in 
her  lodgings ;  yet,  though  pof- 
Tfefled  of  this  wealth,  her  appear* 
,ance  befpoke  great  poverty  ;  and 
in  the  fevered  weather  it  was  her 
<euftom  to  fit  in  the  open  ftreet 


with  a  few  lemons  and  nuts  fof 
fale  to  palfengers. 

At  LiantrifTent,  co»  Monmouth^ 
aged  109,  J.  Howell,  yeoman. 

At  Galllon,  aged  100,  Marion 
Gibfon.— About  ten  years  ago  die 
received  a  new  fet  of  teeth,  and 
her  eye-fight  was  fo  clear  that 
die  could  read  the  final  left  print. 

At  Paris,  aged  81,  the  cele¬ 
brated  Vernet,"  marine-painter  to 
his  Moft  Cbnftian  Majetiy,  fo  de- 
fervedly  eminent  for  the  adtion 
and  fpirit  of  his  figures,  for  the 
light  and  elegant  tafte  of  his 
landfcapes,  for  the  pidturefque 
choice  of  the  views  he  took  from 
Nature,  and,  above,  all,  for  the 
foftnefs  and  harmony  of  his  cor 
louring. 

In  France,  in  his  73d  year, 
James  Paine,  efq.  the  celebrated 
architect 

At  his  country-feat  in  the  county 
of  Meath,  aged  75,  the  celebra¬ 
ted  George  Cleghorn,  M.  D.  pro- 
feifor  of  anatomy  in  Trinity  Col¬ 
lege,  Dublin,  fellow  of  the  Roy¬ 
al  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1 789* 

Jan.  8„  Lady  of  thefRight  Horn 
Charles  Townfend,  a 
daughter 

The  lady  of  the  Hon. 
the  Mailer  of  th$ 
Rolls,  a  fon. 

,14;  Lady  Elizabeth  Yorke, 
a  daughter, 

15.  The  Hon.  Lady  Cliv#, 
a  fon, 

16.  DuchefsoiNorthumber- 
land,  a  fon. 

Feb.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Ver¬ 
non,  a  daughter. 

sj.  Counteefg 
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3 j.  Countefs  of  Aylesford, 
a  ion. 

28.  Lady  Augufta  Clave- 
ring,  a  daughter. 
Lately,  Vifcountefs 
Maitland,  a  fon. 

Duchefs  of  Leinfter,  a 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Egerton  * 
Leigh,  Bart,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

March.  2.  Lady  Louifa  Macdo¬ 
nald,  a  fon. 

9.  Countefs  of  Cavan,  a 
a  fon. 

II.  Lady  of  Sir  Francis 
Vincent,  Bart,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

13,  Lady  Craysfort,  a 
daughter. 

59.  Lady  Theodofia  Maria 
Vyner,  a  fon. 

29.  Lady  of  Sir  William 
Lemon,  Bart,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

April  3.  Lady  of  Samuel  Whit¬ 
bread,  jun.  Efq.  a  fon. 

21.  Lady  of  Sir  Henry 
Tichborne,  Bart,  a  fon, 

30.  Lady  of  Sir  George 
Cornwall,  Bart.  a 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Lord  Kinnaird, 
a  fon. 

June  1.  Georgiana,  Dowager 
Baronefs  Middleton, 
wife  of  Edward  Miller 
Munday,  Efq.  a  daugh¬ 
ter, 

44.  Lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Addington,  a 
fon. 

23.  VifcountefsDeerhurft,  a 
fon. 

30.  Countefs  of  Plymouth, 
a  fon. 

July  3.  Vifcountefs  Galway,  a 
fon. 
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5.  Lady  Sarah  Crefpigny, 
a  fon. 

6*  Her  Catholic  Majefty, 
a  princefs  named  Ma¬ 
ria  ILibella,-  &c.  &c. 

8.  Countefs  of  Mexbo- 
rough,  a  daughter. 

14.  Countefs  of  Salifbury, 
a  daughter, 

15.  Lady  Arden,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

28,  Lady  Melbourne,  a 
daughter. 

29.  Lady  of  Lord  Saltoun^ 
a  daughter. 

Aug.  4.  Lady  of  Lieutenant 
Gen.  John  Hale,  a 
fon,  her  one  and 
twentieth  child. 

1 2*  Countefs  of  Glafgow, 
a  fon. 

54,  Lady  of  Sir  John  The* 
rold,  Bart,  a  fon. 

Sept.  8.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Co« 
lonel  Rodney,  a  fon. 

12.  Countefs  Poulet,  a  fon. 
Lady  of  Sir  Gregory 
Page  Turner,  Bart,  a 
fon. 

18.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr, 
Peter,  a  daughter. 

27.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  M t, 
%  Juliice  Wilfon,  a  fon, 
Oa.  2.  Lady  of  Sir  James  Tyi- 
ney  Long,  Bart,  a 
daughter.  ‘ 

6#  Lady  of  Sir  William 
Burrel,  Bart,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Lady  of  Lord  Boflon, 
a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  Sir  Geo.  Army® 
tage,  Bart,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

17.  Ladyof  the  Hon.  James 
Thomas  Twifieton,  a 
daughter. 

1 8.  Countefs  Spencer,  a  loo 

30.  Princefs 


I 


\ 
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30.  Princefs  Frederica  of 
Denmark,  a  daughter, 
Nov.  5.  Lady  Geo,  Henry  Ca- 
vendifh,  a  fon. 

38.  LadyBalgonie,adaugho 
ter. 

Lady  Mary  Martin,  at 
foil. 

■39.  Lady  of  the  Right  Hon,’ 
Thomas  Orde,  a  fon. 

30.  Lady  of  Sir  Tho.Rum* 
bold,  Bart,  a  daughter. 
Dec.  2.  Countefs  Dowager  Wal* 
degrave,  a  daughter, 

3*  Lady  Mary  Horton,  a 
daughter. 

11.  Lady  of  Lord  Napier, 
a  daughter. 

14.  Vifcountefs  Stormont,  a 
daughter. 

16.  Duchefs  of  Leeds,  a 
a  fon. 

25,  Countefs  of Abergaven¬ 
ny,  a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  for  the  year  17E9. 

Jan.  4.  George  Talbot,  Efq. 
fon  of  the  late  Hon® 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Talbot  of 
Barton,  to  Mifs  Char¬ 
lotte  Drake,  daughter  ' 
of  the  late  Rev.  Dr, 
Drake,  of  Amertham. 

8.  Nicholas  Calvert,  Efq. 
to  the  Hon.  Frances 
Pery,  daughter  of  vif- 
count  Pery  of  Ireland. 
John  Wright,  jun.Efq. 
of  Kelvedon-Hall,  Ef- 
fex,  to  Mifs  Eliza  Law- 
ion,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Lawfon,  Bart. 

It.  Major HenryGage, ne¬ 
phew  and  heir  to  Lord 
Gage,  to  Mifs  Skin¬ 


ner,  daughter  of  the 
late  General  Skinner. 

s8.  Major-General  Sir  H. 
Calder,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Ofborne,  daughter  of 
the  late  Admiral  Of¬ 
borne. 

S9,  Edward  Hales, Efq.fori 
of  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Lucy 
Darell,  daughter  of 
Henry  Darell,  Efq. 
Lately,  Lord  Rofehill, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Nor* 
thelk,  to  MifsRichettSj, 
daughter  of  William 
Henry  Richetts,  Efq. 
of  Longwood,  Hants. 
Charles  Blois,  Efq.  el- 
deft  fon  of  Sir  John 
Blois,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Clara  Price,  daughter 
of  Jocelyn  Price,  Efq. 
of  Camblesforth,York- 
fhire. 

Feb.  160  General  Rainsford  to 
Mifs  Cornwallis  Mo* 
lyneux,  Daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  More  x 
Molyneux. 

17.  Charles  Owen  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Efq.  to  the 
Hon.  Mrs,  Cochrane. 

2 1.  TheHon,  Richard  Ed- 
gecumbe  to  Lady  So¬ 
phia  Hobart,  daughter 
of  the  Earl  of  Bucking- 
hamlhire. 

23.  John  Holden  Strutt, 
Efq. fon  to  John  Strutt, 
Efq.  M.  P.  for  Mai* 
den,  to  lady  Charlotte 
Fitzgerald,  fifter  to 
the  duke  of  Leinfter. 

24.  Thomas  Ivie  Cooke, 
Efq.  to  Lady  Amelia 
Murray, 

Tho. 
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Tho.  Strickland,  Efq. 
of  Sizergh,  Weftmore- 
land,  to  Mifs  Lawfon, 
daughter  of  Sir  John 
Lawfon,  Bart. 

In  Ireland,  the  Hon. 
Robert  Rochford  to 
Mils  Smyth,  oi  Dan- 
cree. 

Lately,  Lord  de  Gif* 
ford  of  Ireland  to 
Mifs  Mary  Bourke, 
daughter  of  the  Arch- 
bi/hop  of  Tuam. 

Jacob  Ad  ley,  Efq.  el- 
deft  fon  of  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Aftley,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Browne,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Sa¬ 
muel  Browne,  Efq. 
of  Lynn. 

March  Si.  Thomas  Horton,  jun. 

Efq  ofHolroyde-houfe^ 
Yorkihire,  to  Lady 
Mary  Gordon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen. 

22.  John  Lord  Lindoresq 
to  Mifs  Jane  Reeve, 
daughter  and  coheirefs 
of  the  late  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Reeve,  Bart. 

25.  Rev.  Edward  Townf- 
hend,  nephew  to  the 
late  Charles,  vifcount 
Townlhend,  to  Mifs 
Louifa  Milner,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Milner,  Bart, 
April  1.  Henry  Lord  ApOey, 
to  Mifs  Georgina 
Lenox,  daughter  of 
Lord  George  Lenox. 

3»  Sir  Robert  Sinclair, 
Bart  to  LadyMade- 
lina  Gordon,  daughter 
of  the  duke  of  Gordon. 
Lately,  at  Utrecht, 
Lord  Aughrim,  fon  of 
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the  Earl  of  Athlone 
to  Mifs  Munter. 

23.  Duke  of  Aoft,  fon  of 
the  king  of  Sardinia, 
t6  the  Archduchefs 
Maria  Therefa. 

24.  Bernard  Edward  How* 
ard,  Efq.  of  Farnham, 
Suffolk,  to  LadyEliza- 
beth  Bellafyfe,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Earl  Faucon- 
berg. 

Lately,  Captain  Bar¬ 
rington  Price,  to  Lady 
Maria  Bowes,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Strathmore. 

May  16,  Sir  John  Caldwall, 
count  of  the  facred 
Roman  empire,  and 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Hariot 
Meynell,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hugh  Mey- 
nell,  Efq 

ZQa  Sir  Simeon  Stuart^Bart, 
to  Mifs  Olmius, daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Hon.  John 
Luttrel  Olmius. 

23  Lord  LeOie,  fon  of  the 
eountefs  of  Rothes,  to 
the  Hon. Mifs  Pelham, 
daughter  of  Lord  Pel¬ 
ham. 

John  Sullivan,  Efq,' 
of  Ritechin's  Park, 
Bucks,  to  Mifs  Hen¬ 
rietta  Anne  Barbara 
Hobart,  daughter  of 
the  Hon,  George  Hofc 
bart. 

Edw.Delbrowe  Efq.  of 
Walton  upon  Thames, 
to  Mifs  Charlotte  Ho¬ 
bart,  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  George  Hobart. 

28.  The  Hon. Mr.  Talbot, 
brother  and  heir  to  the 
Earl  of  Shrewlbury,  to 
Mifs  Clifton,  fecond 
daughter 
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daughter  of  the  late 
Thomas  Clifton,  Efq, 
of  Leatharo,  Lanca- 
ill  ire. 

tone  6d  Mr.  Mancham,  fon  of 
th  e  Arch  bi  fho  pof  Y  ork, 
to  MifsSutton,  daugh- 
ter  to  Sir  Richard  Sut¬ 
ton. 

9,  Cholmoley Dering  Efq, 
fecond  fon  of  SirEdw. 
Dering,  Bart,  to  Mils 
Yeate ^daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  joieph  Yeats, 
33,  Lord  William  Murry,, 
to  MifsHodges,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  late  • 
Sir  James  Hodges,; 

16.  ThomasLockwoodjuft. 
Efq.  to  Mifs  Char-  . 
lotte  Manners  Sutton, 
daughter  of  the  late 
,  I_,ord  George  Manners 
Sutton. 

%i*  John  Maxwell, EfqToa 
of  the  bifhop  ofMeath, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  An- 
nefly,  daughter  of  vif- 
count  Valentia, 

00,  The  Earl  of  Newburgh 
to  Mifs  Webb,  niece 
to  Sir  John  Webb, 
llart. 

Sir  Wm.-  Foulis,  bar?,, 
to  Mifs  Mary  Anne 
Tourner, 

1,  Vifcount  Powerfcouft 
to  Lady  Catharine 
Meade,  daughter  to 
the  Earl,  of  Clan- 
william, 

F i tz williamBarri n gto rt 
Efq.  fecond  fon  of 
Sir  Fitz william  Bar- 
fifigtoft,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Marfhali,  daughter  of 
Captain  Samuel  Mar¬ 
shall  of  the  Navy. 

It.  George  Douglas,  Efq,-  . 
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of  Cavers,  to  Lady 
Grace  Stewart,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Earl  of 
Moray. 

Lord  William Ruffel!* 
to  Lady  Charlotte  Vil- 
liers,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Jerfey. 

x  6.  Sir  Charles  Watfon, 
Bart.  fon  of  the 
late  Admiral  Watfon, 
to  Mifs  Juliana  Cop¬ 
ley,  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Jofeph  Cop¬ 
ley,  Bart. 

27.  The  Hon.  Col.  Fane,* 
to  Mifs  Lowe. 

28.  John  Campbell,  Efq* 
to  Lady  CarolineHow- 
ard,  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle. 

Aug,  3,  The  Hon.  W.  Finch, 
brother  to  the  Earl 
of  Aylesford,  to  Mifs 
Brouncher, daughter  of 
the  late  Henry  Broun- 
eher,  Efq.  of  St.  Chrif- 
topherV 

4,  James  Fox  Lane,  Efq. 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Pitr^ 
daughter  of  Lord  Ri¬ 
vers. 

C  harlesCameron,Efq. 
t  o  Lady  Mary  Hay* 
daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Errol. 

7.  Michael  AngeloTaylof 
Efq,  M.  P.  for  Pooler 
to  Mifs  Vane,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Henry  Vane* 
Bart. 

Laurence  Palke,  Efq* 
only  fon  of  Sir  Robert 
Palke,  bart.  to  Lady 
Mary  Bligh. 

Lately,  at  Lintz,  in 
Upper  Lufatia,  Geo* 
Sheldon,  Efq.  to  the 
Countefs  Dow.  Daun, 
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daughter  of  Charles 
prince  of  Averfperg, 
and  widow  of  Leopold 
Count  Daun,  prince  of 
Tiano,  in  Naples,  and 
fon  of  the  celebrated 
Marfhal  ct.  Daun. 

10.  Charles  Stirling,  Efq. 
of  the  navy,  fon  of  Sir 
William  Stirling,  to 
Mifs  Charlotte  Grote, 
daughter  of  the  late 
Andrew  Grote,  Efq. 

12.  Sir  Patrick  Blake,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Phipps,  of 
Bury. 

Lately,  William  Butler, 
Efq.  to  the  Honourable 
Mifs  Maffey,  daughter 
of  the  late  Lord  Maf¬ 
fey. 

Henry  Cavendifh,  elded 
fon  of  the  Eight  Ho¬ 
nourable  Sir  Henry  Ca¬ 
vendifh  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Cooper. 

.19.  Earl  of  Maffareene  to 
Madame  Mary  Anne 
Barcier,  the  Lady  that 
lately  accompanied  him 
from  France. 

29.  John  King  Dafh wood, 
Efq.  only  fon  of  Sir 
John  Dafhwood,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Broadhead, 
daughter  of  Theodore 
Broadhead,  Efq.  of 
Carfhalton. 

Sept.  9.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ch. 

.  Lenox,  to  Lady  Char¬ 

lotte  Gordon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Duke  of 
Gordon. 

16.  Henry  Hervey  Adon, 
Efq.  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Ingram,  daughter  to 
the  late  Lord  Irvin. 
Vol.  XXXI. 
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2 6.  Sylvefler  Douglas,  Efq. 
to  the  Honourable  Mifs 
North,  daughter  of 
Lord  North. 

061.  12.  Robert  Biencowe,  Efq. 

of  the  Inner  Temple, 
to  Mifs  Penelope  Ro~ 
binfon,  daughter  of  Sir 
Geo.  Robinlbn,  Bart. 

In  Ireland,  Sir  John 
Llort,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Aylmer. 

14.  S  ir  William  Dclben, 
Bart,  to  Mrs.  Scotch- 
mer,  reli6t  of  the  late 
John  Scotchmer,  Efq. 
of  Bury. 

Nov.  4.  Sir  James  St.  Clair, 
to  Mifs  Bouverie,  niece 
to  the  Earl  of  Radnor. 

Dec.  29.  Plenry  Hare  Townfhend, 
Efq.  of  Bruce-caftle, 
to  Mifs  Charlotte  Lake, 
daughter  of  Sir  James 
Lake,  Bart. 

30.  Captain  Sutherland,  of 
the  Navy,  to  Mifs  Loui- 
fa  Colebrooke,  daughter 
Sir  George  Colebrooke, 
Bart. 


PROMOTIONS  for  the  year  1 789 

January  5.  Right  hon.  William 
Wyndham  Grenville,  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons. 

—  14.  Right  hon.  Wm.  Bra- 
bazon  Ponfonby,  and  Charles  lord 
Loftus,  to  be  joint  poftmafters  ge¬ 
neral  of  Ireland. 

Feb.  27.  Robert  Lawley,  Efq, 
elded  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Lawley 
Bart,  to  be  equerry  to  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland. 

March  11,  Earl  Ddawar,  to  be 

U  a  lord 
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a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber. 

—  12.  Major-general  Weft 

Hyde,  to  be  Col.  of  the  20th  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot. 

— -  14.  General  Jofeph  lord  Do¬ 
ver,  to  be  Col.  of  the  ift  regiment 
of  life-guards. 

Gen.  Studholme  Hodgfon,  to  be 
Col,  of  the  nth  regiment  of  light 
dragoons. 

• —  17.  Lt.  General  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  K.  B,  to  be  Col.  of  the  7th 
regiment  of  dragoon  guards. 

Major-General  Francis  Lafcelles, 
to  be  Col.  of  the  8th  regiment 
of  light  dragoons. 

—  21.  Dr.  Samuel  Halifax, 
bifhop  of  Gloucefter,  to  be  bifhop 
of  St.  Afaph. 

—  28.  Dr.  Eufeby  Cleaver,  to 
be  bifhop  of  Cork  and  Refs. 

Rev.  Mr.  Sergrove,  elected  m af¬ 
ter  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxon, 
vice  Dr.  Adams,  deceafedx 

April  3.  John  Earl  of  Chatham, 
to  be  a  privy-counfellor. 

—  7.  Hon*  George  Cranheld 
Berkeley,  to  be  mafter  furveyor  of 
the  ordnance. 

—  9.  Prince  Edward,  to  be  Col. 
of  the  7th  regiment  of  foot. 

- —  10.  Major-General  William 
Gordon,  to  be  Col.  of  the  71ft: 
regiment  of  foot. 

—  16.  Lord  Robert  Fitzge¬ 
rald,  to  be  lecretary  of  the  embafty, 
to  France. 

'  Rev.  Thomas  Williams,  to  be  a 
prebendary  of  Canterbury,  vice 
Dr.  Lucas  deceafed 

Rev.  William  Craven,  B.  D. 
elefted  mafter  of  St.  John’s  College, 
Cambridge,  vice  Dr,  Chevalier, 
deceafed. 

The  hon.  Major  Robert  Hobart, 
to  be  chief  fecretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  a  privy- 


counfellor  of  Ireland. 

—  20.  Sir  Robert  Murray 
Keith,  K.  B.  to  be  a  prviy-coun- 
fellor. 

May  5.  Robert,  archbifhop  of 
Dublin,  the  right  hon.  Hugh  Carle- 
ton,  chief  juftice  of  the  common 
pleas,  and  Sir  Samuel  Bradftreet, 
one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  to  be  commiffioners  for  the 
keeping  of  the  Great  Seal  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

—  15.  Right  hon.  Sir  William 
Wynne,  to  be  a  privy-counfellor. 

George  Duke  of  Montague,  to 
be  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Hunting¬ 
donshire. 

-—-16.  Right  hon.  Alleyne  Fitz- 
herbert,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Rates  general  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces. 

—  19.  Prince  William  Henry, 
to  be  Duke  of  Clarence  and  St. 
Andrews  in  Great  Britain,  and 
Earl  of  Munfter  in  Ireland. 

—  30.  Dr.  Richard  Beadon,  to 
be  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter. 

Earl  of  Leven,  to  be  High  Com- 
miftioner  to  the  General  Affembly 
of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

June  1.  Hon.  Captain  George 
Keith  Elphinftone,  to  be  treafurer 
and  comptroller  of  the  houfhold  to 
the  Duke  of  Clarence. 

Captains  Sir  John  Borlafe  War¬ 
ren,  Bart,  and  Charles  Morrice 
Pole,  and  Col.  Wm.  Dalrymple,  to 
be  grooms  of  the  bedchamber  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs. 

Captains  Plugh  Clobery  Chriftian 
and  the  hon.  John  Rodney,  and 
Col.  John  Byde,to  be  his  equerries. 

Dr.  Wm.  Blane  and  Dr.  Benja¬ 
min  Mofely,  to  be  his  phyficians, 
and  the  latter,  phylician  of  the 
houfhold. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Keate,  Efq  to  be  Sur¬ 
geon. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wefton,  to  be  a  pre¬ 
bendary  of  Durham,  vice  Dr. 
Chaytor,  deceafed. 

—  2.  Hon.  Tho.  Francis  Wen- 
rnan,  LL.D.  to  be  profeffior  of  the 
civil  law  in  Oxford. 

Sir  William  Gibbon,  Bart,  to 
be  commiffioner  of  the  lick  and 
hurt  office,  vice  Corbet,  deceafed. 

—  5-  Right  hon.  Wm.  Wynd- 
ham  Grenville,  to  be  fecretary  of 
Rate. 

Major-General  George  Ainflie, 
to  be  Col.  of  the  13th  regiment 
of  foot. 

—  6.  General  Jemes  Murray,  to 
be  Col.  of  the  2 ill  reg;  of  foot. 

Lieutenant  General  Lord  Adam 
Gordon,  to  be  commander  in  chief 
of  the  army  in  Scotland. 

Lieutenant  Gen.  James  Grant, 
to  be  Governor  of  Stirling  Cattle. 

—  8.  Henry  Addington,  Efq. 
to  be  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons. 

—  9.  Thomas  Lord  Sydney,  to 
be  vifeount  Sidney. 

—  13.  Thomas  vifeount  Sydney, 
to  be  chief  juftice  in  Eyre  South  of 
Trent. 

Dr.  Eufeby  Cleaver,  biffiop  of 
Cork  and  Rofs,  to  be  biffiop  of 
Leighlin  and  Ferns. 

Rev.  Wm.  Fofter,  A.  M.  to  be 
biffiop  of  Cork  and  Rofs. 

—  16.  Hon.  John  Trevor,  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Turin, 
to  be  minifter  plenipotentiary  to 
that  court. 

Rev.  Tho.  Pottlethwayte,  B.  D. 
to  be  matter  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge.  ‘ 

—  20.  Right  hon.  John  Fitz- 
gibbon,  to  be  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland. 

-—23.  The  Duke  of  Clarence, 
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and  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Ad¬ 
dington,  to  be  privy-counfellors. 

July  6.  Right  Hon.  John  Fitz- 
gibbon,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire¬ 
land,  to  be  Lord  Fitzgibbon. 

Major  General  Robert  Frefcott, 
to  be  Col.  of  the  28th  regiment  of 
foot. 

—  17.  John  Lloyd  and  John 
Mitford,  Efqrs.  to  be  juttices  of  the 
counties  of  Carmarthen,  Pembroke, 
&c.  and  alfo  King's  Counfel. 

—  18.  Martin  Eden,  Efq.  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  at  Drefden,  to 
be  minifter  plenipotentiary  there. 

Charles  Henry  Frafer,  Efq.  to 
be  fecretary  of  embattyat  the  Court 
of  Madrid,  and  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  in  the  abfence  of  the  Ambafla- 
dor. 

Alexander  Strutton,  Efq.  to  be 
fecretary  of  legation  at  the  Court  of 
Vienna. 

William  Lindfey,  Efq  the  fame 
at  the  Court  of  Peterfburgh. 

Francis  Janies  Jackfon,  Efq.  to 
be  the  fame  at  Berlin. 

Beter  Holmes,  Richard  Town- 
fend  Herbert,  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
Samuel  Hayes,  and  George  Raw- 
fon,  Efqrs.  to  be  Commiffioners  of 
the  ftamp  duties  in  Ireland. 

Charles  Lord  Loftusand  Charles 
Earl  of  Bellamont,  poftmafters- 
general  of  Ireland. 

Edward  Tighe,  Efq.  Sir  Frede¬ 
rick  Flood,  Bart.  Charles  Henry 
Coote,  and  John  Reilley,  Efqrs. 
with  the  auditor  of  the  impreft  for 
the  time  being,  to  be  commiffioners 
of  extraordinary  and  impreft  ac¬ 
counts. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pearce,  matter  of 
the  Temple,  to  be  matter  of  Jefus 
College  Cambridge,  vice  Dr. 
Beadon,  refigned. 

J.  W.  Rofe,  Efq.  to  be  Recorder 
of  the  City  of  London,  vice  Mr. 

U  2 

Serjeant 
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Serjeant  Adair  reiigned. 

Charles  Ydrke,  Efq.  to  be  chief 
juftice  of  Ely,  vice  — —  Partridge 
reiigned. 

_ _ 21.  Rev.  William  Bingham, 

A.  to  be  Archdeacon  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

Aug.  8,  Right  Hon.  William 
Pitt,  Hon.  Edward  James  Elliot, 
Richard  Earl  of  Mornington,  John 
Jefferies  vifcount  Bayham,  and 
Henry  Xjord  Apfley,  to  be  Lords 
of  the  treafury. 

James  Marquis  of  Graham,  to 
be  a  privy  counfellor,  and.  prejident 
of  the  Committee  for  the  coofidera- 
tion  of  ail  matters  relative  to  trade 
and  foreign  plantations  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  Lord  Hawkefbury. 

In  Ireland. 

12,  Henry  Earl  of  Clanrickard, 
4o  be  Marquis  of  Clanrickarde. 

Randal  William  Earl  of  Antrim, 
to  be  Marquis  of  Antrim. 

George  Earl  of  Tyrone,  to  be 
Marquis  of  the  county  of  Wa¬ 
terford. 

Wills  Earl  of  HilKborough,  to 
be  Marquis  of  Downfhirc. 

Francis  Charles  vifcount  Gle- 
rawly,  to  be  Earl  Annefley. 

William  Vifcount  Ennifkdlen,  to 
be  Earl  of  Ennilkdlen. 

John  Vifcount  Erne,  to  be  Earl 
Erne. 

John  Jo  fin  1  a  Lord  Carysfort,  to 
be  Earl  of  Carysfort. 

John  Lord  Earlsfort,  to  be  vif¬ 
count  Clonmell . 

John  Newport,  Robert  Batefon 
Harvey,  Samuel  Hayes,  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Hodfon  Barry,  Efqrs.  to  be 
Baronets. 

Arthur  Wolfe,  Efq.  to  be  a  privy- 
Gounfellor  and  attorney-general. 

John  Toler,  Efq.  to  be  folicitor 
general. 


John  Earl  of  Glandore,  and  Joht 
Jolhua  Earl  of  Carysfort,  to  be  guar¬ 
dians  and  keepers  of  the  Rolls. 

Aug.  15.  Jofeph  Ewart,  Efq.  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  at  Berlin,  to  be 
minifter  plenipotentiary  at  that 
Court. 

John  Earl  of  Chatham,  Richard 
Hopkins,  Elq.  Charles  George 
Lord  Arden,  Samuel  Lord  Hood* 
Sir  Francis  Drake,  Bart.  Robert 
vifcount.  Belgrave,  and  the  Hon. 
John  Thomas  Townfhend,  to  be' 
Lords  of  the  admiralty. 

Conftantine  John  Lord  Mul- 
grave,  and  James  Marquis  of  Gra¬ 
ham,  to  be  pavmafters-general  of 
the  forces. 

—  18.  James  Earl  of  Salifbury, 
to  be  Marquis  of  Salifbury. 

Thomas  Vifcount  Weymouth, 
to  be  Marquis  of  Bath. 

George  vifcount  Mount  Edg- 
cumbe  and  Valletort,  to  be  Earl 
of  Mount  Edgecumbe. 

Hugh  Lord  Fortefcue,  to  be 
Earl  Fortefcue  and  vifcount  Ebring- 
too. 

■ —  19.  Hon.  Jofeph  Hewit,  to  be 
fecond  Serjeant  at  law  in  Ireland. 

Henry  Lawes  Earl  of  Carhamp- 
ton,  to  be  Lieutenant  General  of 
the  ordnance  in  Ireland. 

—  22.  William  Henry  Earl  of 
Clermont,  to  be  gentleman  of  th^ 
bed-chamber  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

—  29.  George  Evelyn  vifcoant 
Falmouth,  to  be  chief  juftice  in 
Eyre  North  of  Trent. 

Sept.  9.  Right  Hon.  Hugh 
Carleton,  chief  juftice  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  in  Ireland,  to  be  Baron 
Carleton  of  Ireland. 

Right  Hon.  William  Eden,.tp 
be  Baron  Auckland  of  Ireland. 

Right  Hon.  Luke  Gardiner,  to 
be  Baron  Mountjoy  of  Ireland. 

Right  XTcn.  Robert  Stewart,  to 

fee 
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iie  Baron  Londonderry  of  Ireland. 

Sir  John  Browne,  Bart,  to  be 
Baron  Kilmaine,  of  Ireland. 

Sir  Nicholas  Lawlefs,  Bart,  to  be 
Baron  Cloncurry  of  Ireland. 

Henry  Gore,  Efq.  to  be  Baron 
Annaly  of  Ireland. 

Sir  Sampfon  Lardley,  Bart,  to 
be  Baron  Lardley,  of  Ireland. 

—  12.  Lord  Wolfingham,  and 
the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  to  be 
poftmafters-general. 

Earl  of  Chederfidd  to  be  rnafter 
of  the  mint. 

Timothy  Cafwall,  Efq.  to  be 
Commiffioner  of  Excife. 

John  Armftrong  and  John  Agar 
Efqrs.  to  be  privy-counfellors  of 
Ireland. 

—  iS.  Thomas  Loftus,  Efq.  to 
Be  principal  ftorekeeper  of  the  ord¬ 
nance  of  Ireland. 

Robert  Wynne,  Efq.  to  be  clerk 
of  the  deliveries. 

John  Armit,  Efq.  to  befecretary 
to  the  board  of  ordnance. 

—  20.  John  Jofhua  Lord  Carys- 
fort,  to  be  a  privy-counfellor  of 
Ireland. 

—  26.  Sir  Francis  Vincent,  Bart, 
to  be  refidentat  Veiiice. 

Lieutenant  General  John  Doug¬ 
las  to  be  colonel  of  the  5th  regi¬ 
ment  of  dragoon-guards. 

Alexander  Earl  of  Balcarras,  to 
be  Colonel  of  the  63d  regiment  of 
foot. 

Oft.  7.  Duke  of  Dorfet,  to  be 
Lord  Stewart  of  the  houlhold. 

—  14.  John  Earl  of  Weftmore- 
land,  to  be  a  privy-counfellor  of 
Great  Britain,  and  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland. 

Cecil  Hamilton,  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  and  Rev.  George  Hamilton, 
M.  A.  canon  of  Windfor,  deceafed, 
brother  of  the  late  James  Earl  of 
Abercorn,  to  have  precedence  as 
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the  daughter  of  an  Earl  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  by  the 
name  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Cecil  Hamilton. 

—  31.  Hay  Campbell,  Efq.  of 
Succoth,  to  be  prefident  of  the 
College  of  Juftice  in  Scotland. 

Robert  Dundas,  Efq.  of  Arnif- 
ton,  to  be  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land. 

Robert  Blair,  Efq.  to  be  Solicitor 
for  Scotland. 

Nov.  2.  Major  Francis  Grofe. 
to  be  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New 
South  Wales. 

—  3.  John  Laforey,  Efq.  Capt. 
in  the  Royal  Navy,  to  be  a  Bart. 

—  John  Wm.  Rofe,  Efq.  Re¬ 
corder  of  London,  to  be  Serjeant 
at  Law. 

—  6.  Earl  Fauconberg  to  be 
Col.  of  the  North  York  militia. 


DEATHS  for  the  year  1789. 

Jan.  1.  The  Right  Honourable 
Fletcher  Norton,  Lord  Grantley, 
Baron  of  Markenfield  in  York- 
fhire,  a  lord  of  trade  and  plantati¬ 
ons.  Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre  of  his 
Majefty’s  forefts  South  of  Trent,. 
Recorder  of  Guildford,  Surrey,  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  moft  Honourable 
Privy  Council,  and  LL.D. — He 
was  born  June  23,  1716;  and 
married,  May  22,  1741,  Grace, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Wm.  Chap¬ 
pie,  Knight,  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  ;  by 
whom  he  has  left  Hue,  1.  William, 
the  prefent  Lord,  born  in  1  742  ;  2. 
Fletcher,  a  baron  of  the  Exchequer 
in  Scotland,  born  in  1744;  3* 
Chappie,  a  Major-General  in  the 
Army,  and  Colonel  in  the  fecond 
Regiment  of  guards,  and  M.  P. 
for  Guildford?  bom  in  174^ 

Grace^ 
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Grace,  born  in  November,  i  7 5 2  * 
— In  1761,  he  was  appointed  So¬ 
licitor-General,  upon  the  refignation 
of  the  Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  and 
was  at  the  fame  time  knighted.  In 
1763,  he  was  made  Attorney-Ge¬ 
neral.  In  1765,  he  was  removed 
from  the  latter,  and  fucceeded  by- 
Mr.  Yorke.  In  1769,  he  was  made 
chief  juftice  in  Eyre,  South  of 
Trent,  which  place  he  held  until 
his  death.  In  1770,  he  was  chofen 
Speaker  of  the  Eloule  of  Commons, 
in  which  llation  he  continued  till 
3780. — In  1782,  he  was  created  a 
peer. — His  Lordlhip  was  defend¬ 
ed,  paternally,  from  a  very  ancient 
family  in  Yorkfhire  and  Suffolk: 
and  was  maternally  defended  from 
Sufan,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevil, 
Lord  Latimer,  in  1531,  defended 
from  the  firft  Earl  of  Weftmore- 
land,  by  a  daughter  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  fon  of 
Edward  III. 

2.  The  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Wolfran  Cornwall,  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  Chief 
Juftice  in  Eyre,  North  of  Trent. 

Sir  Robert  Bernard,  Bart. 

Lady  Betty  Archer,  filler  to  the 
late  Earl  of  Halifax,  and  relief  of 
Elenry  Archer,  Efq. 

Sir  William  Maxwell  Bart. 

6.  The  Right  Hon.  Noel  Hill, 
Lord  Berwick.  He  was  created  a 
peer  May  19th,  17S4.  He  married, 
November  17th  1768,  Anne  dangh- 
ter  of  Henry  Vernon,  of  Hilton  in 
Staffordlhire  ;  by  whom  he  has  left 
lffue,  Thomas,  the  prefent  Lord, 
born  October  7th,  1774,  William, 
Richard,  Henrietta  Maria,  Anne, 
and  Amelia  Louifa. 

Don  Genaro,  feeond  fon  of  their 
Sicilian  Majefties. 

11.  Sir  Charles  Barrow,  Bart. 
M,«  P.  for  Gloucefter. 
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Lately,  James  Vifcount  Clifden 
of  Ireland. 

22.  The  Hon.  Anne  Herbert, 
relidl  of  the  Hon*  Nich  Herbert. 

Lieutenant  General  William 
Wynyard. 

The  Hon.  Harriet  Emma  Mari¬ 
ana  Devereux,  daughter  of  Vilcount 
Hereford. 

25.  Admiral  James  Young. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Temple,  mo¬ 
ther  of  Lord  Paimerltown. 

Feb.  3.  Don  Carlos,  youngeft 
fon  of  their  Sicilian  Majefties. 

Anne,  Dow.  Vifcountefs  Bangor. 

8.  Hon.  Mr.  Talbot,  brother  and 
preemptive  heir  to  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury. 

14.  Lady  Henrietta  Gordon, 
daughter  of  Alexander,  feeond 
Duke  of  Gordon. 

15.  Lady  Dowager  Bamfylde, 
mother  of  Sir  Charles  Warwick 
Bamfylde,  Bart. 

Rear  Admiral  Matthew  Whit- 
well,  younger  brother  to  Lord 
Howard  de  Walden. 

17.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Johnftone, 
filler  to  the  Marquis  of  Arun- 
dale. 

22.  The  Hon.  Eleanor  Court¬ 
ney,  filler  of  Vifcount  Courtney 

25.  Lady  Robinfon,  reli<ft  of 
Sir  William  Robinfon,  Bart. 

March  7.  The  Hon.  Frances 
Catharine  Legge,  daughter  of  Lord 
Lewilham. 

1 1 .  In  her  8 1 11  year,  Right  Hon. 
Ellis  Agar,  Countefs  of  Brandon. 
Her  Ladylhip  was  married  in  the 
year  1726  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Theobald  Burke,  Bart,  afterwards 
Lord  Vifcount  Mayo ;  and,  fome 
years  after  his  deceafe,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Francis  Lord  Athenry,  pre¬ 
mier  baron  of  Ireland  ;  after  wbofe 
deceafe,  in  the  year  1758,  Ihe 
was  created  Countefs  of  Brandon. 

23.  In 
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23.  In  his  76th  year,  the  Moft: 
Noble  Thomas  Ofborne,  Duke  of 
Leeds,  Marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
Earl  of  Danby,  Vifcount  Latimer 
and  Dumblain,  Baron  Ofborne  of 
Kiveton,  Knight  of  the  Moft  Noble 
Order  of  the  Garter,  Baronet,  one 
of  Majefty’s  moft  honourable 
Privy-council,  LL.D.  and  F.  R.  S. 
PIis  Grace  was  the  only  furviving 
Ton  of  Peregrine  Hyde,  Duke  of 
Leeds,  by  his  firft  wife,  the  Lady 
Elizabeth  Harley,  daughter  of  Ro¬ 
bert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mor¬ 
timer,  Lord  High  Treafurer  of 
England  ;  was  born  November  6th 
1713,  and  fucceeded  to  his  father’s 
honours  and  eftates  May  9th,  1731. 
June  6th,  1740,  he  married  the 
Lady  Mary,  youngeft  daughter  of 
Francis  E.  of  Godolphin,  who  de 
parted  this  life  Auguft  3d,  1764, 
by  whom  he  had  iffue  a  fon,  born  in 
1741,  who  lived  but  a  few  days  ; 
Henrietta,  born  in  1744,  who  died 
fbon  after ;  Thomas  Marquis  of 
Carmarthen,  born  January  29th, 
1750,  (called  up  by  writ  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  in  May  1776,  as 
Baron  Ofborne  of  Kiveton)  now 
Duke  of  Leeds,  and  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

April  2d.  At  Edinburgh,  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Lord  M‘Leod, 
Maj  or-General  in  the  Britifh  fer- 
vice,  and  Colonel  of  the  71ft  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot,  alfo  Count  Cromartie, 
and  a  Commandant  of  the  order  of 
the  Sword,  in  the  kingdom  of  Swe¬ 
den.  He  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Cromatie,  and  at  an 
early  period  of  life  entered  into  the 
Swedilh  army,  where  he  for  many 
years  ferved  with  great  reputation. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  he  came  home,  raifed  a 
good  regiment  of  two  battalions  of 
his  own  countrymen,  with  whom 
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he  went  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  On 
forfeited  effates  being  reftored,  in 
1784,  his  Lordfhip  had  the  family 
eftate  of  Cromartie  reftored  to  him. 
He  married,  in  1786,  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Lord  Forbes,  but  has 
left  no  iflue. 

5.  William  Holies,  Vifcount 
Vane  of  Ireland,  great  grandfon  of 
the  famous  Sir  Henry  Vane.  He 
was  born  February  4th,  1 713-14, 
and  married,  in  1735,  Frances,  the 
widow  of  Lord  William  Hamilton, 
and  daughter  of  William  Hawes, 
Efq.  of  Purby,  Berks,  who  died  in 
March  1788,  [fee  vol.  XXX.  p. 
231,  where,  by  miftake,  Sufannah 
Vifcountefs  Fane,  is  inferted  inftead 
of  Frances  Vifcountefs  Vane.  ]  She 
was  the  celebrated  beauty  of  that 
name,  and,  dying  without  iffue, 
the  title  is  extinft. 

7.  Achmet  IV.  grand  fignior, 

8.  John  Earl  of  Caithnefs.  The 
title  devolves  on  Sir  John  Sinclair 
of  May. 

9.  Sir  Brooke  Boothby,  Bart. 

13.  Brigadier  General  Hope, 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Quebec. 

22,  The  youngeft  daughter  of 
Lord  Vernon. 

29.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
filler  to  Lord  Caftlewart. 

James  Vifcount  Lifford,  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

May  6.  The  Hon.  George  By¬ 
ron,  brother  to  Lord  Byron. 

12.  The  Hon.  John  William 
Townfhend,  only  furving  fon  of 
the  late  Right  Hon.  CharlesTownf- 
bend,  and  heir  to  the  barony  of 
Greenwich,  on  the  death  of  his 
mother,  Carolina  Countefs  Dowa¬ 
ger  of  Dalkeith. 

13.  Sir  Thomas  William  Trol¬ 
lope,  Bart. 

17.  The  Hon.  Emily  Eliza¬ 
beth 
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betli  Coventry,  daughter  of  Vif- 
count  Deerhurft. 

29.  Qeorgiana  Lady  Dowager 
Middleton,  wife  of  Edward  Miller 
Mu n day,  Efq. 

31.  Lieut.  General  Mackay, 
commander  in  chief  for  Scotland. 

June  2.  At  Berlin,  Baron  Knyp- 
haufen,  an  Heffian  general,  in  the 
Britiffi  fervice  in  the  late  war. 

3.  Lady  of  Lord  Ducie. 

4.  Louis  jofeph  Xavier  Bene¬ 
dict,  dauphin  of  France. 

The  Hon.  Mrs,  Vane,  relid  of 
the  Hon.  Raby  Vane,  brother  of 
the  Earl  of  Darlington. 

7.  Sir  Stanier  Porter,  knight. 

15.  Sir  John  Silveder  Smyth, 

Bart. 

26.  Ralph  Vifcount  Wicklow  of 
Ireland. — He  was  the  fon  of  Dr. 
Robert  Howard,  Bifhop  of  Elphin, 
and  married  the  heirefs  of  William 
Forward,  Efq,  of  the  county  of 
Donegal. 

30.  Lady  Frances  Steuart,  fider 
0f  the  Earl  of  Wemyfs,  and  rclid 
of  the  late  Sir  James  Steuart  Den¬ 
ham,  Baru 

July  1.  Mils  Hannay,  daughter 
of  Sir  Samuel  Hannay,  Bart. 

8.  Mrs.  Mary  Craven,  mother 
of  Lord  Craven. 

12.  James  Brydges,  Efq  fon  of 
the  late  Hon.  and  Rev.  Henry 
Brydges,  brother  to  the  fird  Duke 
of  Chandos.  By  his  death  the  in¬ 
heritance  of  the  Earldom  of  Car¬ 
narvon  becomes  extind. 

17.  Countefs  of  Lauderdale. 

21.  The  Earl  of  Stair  :  he  is  fuc- 
^eededbyhisfon  Lord  Vifcount  Dal- 
Tymple,  ambaffador  at  the  court  of 
IPruffia. 

23.  Chridabella  Dowager  ViL 
countefs  Stye  and  Sele . — Ihe  was 
the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Terrel, 
Bart,  and  <ded,  having  been  thrice 


married,  at  the  age  of  94.  Her  fa¬ 
vourite  amufement  was  dancing,  in 
which  Ihe  indulged  to  the  lad  week 
of  her  life. 

27.  Ofwald  Mofley,  elded  fon 
of  Sir  John  Mofley,  Bart. 

28.  Countefs  of  Charleville. 

29.  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynne, 
Bart,  in  his  4id  year,  of  Wynday, 
co.  Denbigh,  M.  P.  for  that  county. 
Lieutenant  and  Cudos  Rotulorum 
of  Merionethfhire,  and  a  Vice-Pre- 
fdent  of  the  Wedminder  General 
Difpenfary.  He  married,  fird,  Lady 
Harriet  Somerfet,  filler  to  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  who  died  without  iffue; 
2dly,  Mifs  Grenville,  fider  to  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  by  gwhom 
he  has  eight  children, 

30.  The  Dowager  Lady  Carberry, 

31.  Richard  Vifcount  Boyne. 

The  Hon. Gen.  JohnFitzwilliam, 

Countefs  Dowager  of  Cadie- 
haven. 

Aug.  3.  Elizabeth  Lady  Dowa¬ 
ger  Cathcart -ihe  was  four  times 
married,  and  died  without  i/fue. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Goodrick, 
Bart.  M.  P.  for  Ripon,  and  formerly 
Ambaffador  to  Sweden. 

8.  Lpuifa  Marchionefs  of  Landf- 
downe,  fider  to  the  Earl  of  Upper 
Qffory.  She  has  left  a  fon  and  a 
daughter. 

14.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Southwell, 
daughter  of  the.  late  Lord  Clifford 
of  Appleby. 

Lady  Mitchell,  relief  of  Sir  An¬ 
drew  Mitchell,  Bart. 

1 6.  Lady  Anne  Cole,  aged  19, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Enniikillen. 
Her  death  was  occafioned  by  drink¬ 
ing  cold  lemonade  when  heated  by 
dancing. 

17.  Mrs.  Burrell,  grandmother 
to  Sir  Peter  Burrell,  the  ducheffes 
of  Northumberland  and  Hamilton, 
and  Lady  Lorain e. 

27.  Jame# 
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17.  James  Earl  of  Lauderdale, 
Vifcount  Maitland,  Lord  Thurle- 
done,  Muffelburgh,  and  Bolton, 
heritable  Royal  Standard-bearer  of 
Scotland,  Baronet  of  Nova  Scotia, 
and  formerly  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  one  of  the  Lords  ol 
Police.  His  Lordihipwas  the  eld¬ 
ed  of  eight  fons  of  Charles  lixth  Earl 
of  Lauderdale,  by  the  Lady  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Ogilvie,  daughter  of  James 
Earl  of  Findlaten  and  Seafield,  the 
lad:  Chancellor  of  Scotland.  He 
was  born  in  the  year  1718  ;  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  1744  ;  was  one 
of  the  fixteen  reprefentatives  of  the 
Scottiffi  peerage  in  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  parliament  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  again  elected,  July  24, 
1782,  during  the  courfe  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  parliament.  He  ferved  early 
in  the  army,  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  had  the 
command  of  the  16th  regiment  of 
foot,  which  he  held  for  feveral  years, 
but  refigned  in  confequence  of  a 
partiality  difcovered  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  a  junior  officer.  In  1749 
he  married  Mary  Turner  Lornbe, 
daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Lombe,  of  the  county  of  Kent, 
whofe  lamented  death  happened  on 
the  I  8th  of  lad  month.  His  Lord- 
diip  is  fucceededin  honours  and  ef- 
tates  by  his  elded  fon.  James  Lord 
Vifcount  Maitland,  M.  P.  for 
Malmfbury,  now  Earl  of  Lauder¬ 
dale. 

20.  Lord  Carlingford,  only  fon 
of  the  Earl  of  Tyrconnel. 

Sept.  4.  The  duchefs  of  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s. 

5.  Countefs  of  Dyfert. 

Lately,  the  Hon.  Caroline  Sack- 
ville,  lifter  to  Vifcount  Sackville. 

14  Sir  Robert  Barker,  Bart, 
many  years  commander  in  chief  of 


the  Ead  India  company’s  forces  in 
Bengal. 

19  Countefs  of  Donegal, 

27.  Right  Hon.  Sir  Thomas 
Miller,  Bart  of  Glenlee,  prefident 
of  the  court  of  feffion  in  Scotland. 

29.  James  Duke  of  Chandos, 
Marquis  and  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
Vifcount  Wilton,  and  Baron  Chan- 
dos,  Lord  Steward  of  His  Majefty’s 
Houfhoid,  Ranger  of  Enfield  Chace, 
High  Steward  of  the  city  of  Win- 
cheder,  one  of  his  Majedy’s  Mod 
Honourable  Privy  Counc’l,  and 
LL.  D.  He  was  grandfon  ofthefirffi 
Duke  of  Chandos,  and  by  the  fe¬ 
male  fide  he  was  royally  defcended. 
His  mother  was  the  coheirefs  of 
Charles  Lord  Bruce,  after  wards  Earl 
of  Ayiefbury,  who  was  the  repre- 
fentative,  through  the  noble  fami¬ 
lies  of  Seymour  and  Grey,  of  the 
elded  daughter  and  coheirefs  of 
Charles  brandon  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
and  Mary  Queen  -  Dowager  of 
France,  his  wife,  younged  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  VII. — His  Grace  was 
born  Dec.  27,  1731;  and  at  the 
geneVal  eledions  in  1754.  and  1761, 
he  was  ele&ed  knight  of  the  ffiire. 
for  Radnorihire.  Hefucceeded  his 
father  Nov.  28,  1771.  On  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  his?  prefent  Majedy,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Lords  of 
bis  Majefty’s  bed-chamber,  which 
he  refigned  in  1764;  and  Dec. 
26,  1783,  he  fucceeded  William 
Earl  of  Dartmouth  in  the  office  of 
Lord  Steward  of  his  Majefly’s 
Household. — His  Grace  was  twice 
married  ;  his  fird  lady  was  Mar¬ 
garet,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of 
John  Nicol,  Efq  ;  of  Minchenden- 
houfe,  Southgate,  who  died  Aug- 
15’,  1768,  and  by  whom  he  had  no 
Id  ue'.  His  fecond  lady  was  the  pre¬ 
fent  Duchefs,  Anne-Eliza,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Richard  Gamon,  Efq;  and 

widow 
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widow  of  Roger  Hope  Elletfon,  efq; 
lieutenant  governor  of  Jamaica, 
married  to  the  Duke  June  21, 1777, 
and  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters. 
Lady  Georgiana-Charlotte  to  whom 
their  Majefties  were  fponfors  in 
perfon,  who  died  the  day  following, 
and  Lady  Anna-Eliza,  his  only  fur- 
viving  child,  born  Odt.  22,  1779; 
on  whom  the  bulk  of  his  large  for¬ 
tune  defcends. — He  was  the  laft 
male  iflue  of  James  Brydges,  eighth 
Lord  Chandos ;  his  coufin,  Mr. 
James  Brydges,  fon  of  the  Arch¬ 
deacon  of  Rochefter,  dying  iffulefs 
about  three  months  before  him.  The 
barony  is  claimed  by  the  Rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  Tymewell  Brydges,  of  Woot- 
ton-court,  in  Kent,  as  next  heir 
male  of  the  body  of  the  firft  Baron  in 
1554;  and  he  accordingly  has  peti¬ 
tioned  for  his  writ  of  furhmons. 

Lady  Margaret  Graham,  reJi  <ffc 
of  the  late  Nicholas  Graham,  Efq. 

Odt.  2.  Francis  Earl  of  Hunting¬ 
don,  tenth  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  Ba¬ 
ron  Moels  fby  writ  of  fummons  27 
Edward  I.(  Molines  (21  Edward 
III.J  Botreux  (4 2  Ed.  Til.)  Hun¬ 
ger  ford  of  Heytefbury  (7  Jan.  1425, 
4  Henry  VI.)  and  Haftings  of 
Aftiby  de  la  Zouch  (26  July,  1461, 

1  Edward  IV.)  He  was  born  April 
5,  1729,  and  died  unmarried.  The 
earldom  is  fuppofed  to  be  extin  ft, 
but  the  baronies  defeend  to  his  on¬ 
ly  furviving  lifter,  Elizabeth  Coun- 
tefs  of  Moira,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

9.  Rt.  Hon.  James  Hamilton, 
Earl  of  Abercorn  and  Baron  Paif- 
ley  in  Scotland  Vifcount  Hamil¬ 
ton  in  England,  and  Vifcount  Stra- 
bane  in  Ireland  ;  alfo  a  privy  coun- 
fellor  of  that  kingdom.  He 
was  born  in  the  year'  1712, 
and  was  the  only  nobleman  in 
the  kingdom  who  united  in  his  own 
perfon  the  honours  of  the  peerage 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland- 
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He  was  fummoned  by  writ  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  of  Ireland  in  1736  ; 
fucceeded  his  father  as  Earl  of  A- 
bercorn,  Jan.  13,  1744  ;  and  was 
created  Vifcount  Hamilton,  Aug.  8, 
1786.  His  Lordfhip  died  unmar. 
ried.  His  Lordftiip  is  fucceeded 
in  his  honours  and  eftates  by  his 
nephew,  James  Hamilton.  Efq.  M. 
P.  for  St.  German’s. 

12.  John  Dalrymple,  Earl  of 
Stair,  and  Vifcount  Dalrymple.  He 
is  fucceeded  in  titles  and  eftate 
by  his  fon  John,  now  Earl  of  Stair, 
late  one  of  His  Majefty’s  ambafla- 
dors  at  the  court  of  Berlin- 

16.  Lady  of  Lord  Macdonald. 

17,  At  the  Eari  of  Aylesford's 
feat  at  Packington,  co.  Warwick, 
the  Right  Plon  George  Waider- 
grave,  Earl  Waldergrave,  Vifcount 
Chewton,  and  Baron  Waldergrave, 
Mafter  of  the  Horfe  to  the  Qmeen, 
Aid-de-camp  to  the  King,  Colonel 
of  the  63d  regiment  of  foot,  and 
one  of  his  Majefty’s  moft  honourable 
Privy  Council.  He  was  born  Nov. 
21,  1761  ;  Married  May  5,  1782, 
to  Lady  Elizabeth-Laura  Walder¬ 
grave,  eldeft:  daughter  of  his  uncle, 
Earl  James,  and  her  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Dutchefs  of  Gloucefter, 
by  whom  he  had  iflue  one  daughter, 
born  July  14,  1783,  and  a  fon,  born 
July  14,  1784. 

18.  Lady  Monnock,  relief  of  Sir 
James  Monnock,  Bart. 

20.  Anne  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Albemarle. 

Nov.  8  Admiral  John  Vaughan. 
9.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Howard,  wife  * 
of  Henry  Howard,  Efq.  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the"  laft  Lord  Archer. 

ig.  Rear  Admiral  Sir  Francis 
Samuel  Drake,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Read,  Bart. 

Thomas  Beddingfield,  Efq.  fon  of 
Sichard  Beddingfield,  Bart, 

At 


CHRORICLE. 


[237 


At  Bologna,  the  Dutchefs  of  Al¬ 
bany,  natural  daughter  to  the  late 
Pretender,  who  fent  for  her  from 
France  fome  time  before  his  death, 
and  had  her  legitimated.  Pier  com¬ 
plaint  -was  an  abfcefs  in  the  fide, 
and  is  attributed  to  a  fall  from  her 
horfe  fome  time  before  Hie  left 
France.  She  was  the  laft  direct 
defcendant  (if  a  natural  child  can 
be  fo  called)  of  the  Stuarts,  except 
the  Cardinal  of  York,  who  is  her 
heir,  excepting  a  few  fmall  lega¬ 
cies  to  domeftics. 

20.  Archduchefs  Maria  Anna  of 
Auftria. 

21.  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull, 
Bart. 

Dec.  Lately,  Sir  J.  Lifter  Kaye, 
Bart 

13.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  George 
Keith  Elphinftone. 

22.  At  Florence  the  Right  Hon. 
George  Naftau  Clavering  Cowper, 
Earl  Cowper,  Vifcount  Fordwich, 
Baron  Cowper  of  Wingham,  and 
Baronet  of  England,  and  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia  ;  Prince  of  Milan  in  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire,  and  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  St.  Hubert.  He  was  born 
Aug.  26,  1  738,  and  fucceeded  his 
father,  Earl  William,  Sept  18, 
1764.  His  Lordfhip  was  married, 
in  the  year  1775',  to  Mis  Hannah 
A.  Gore,  youngeft  daughter  of 
Charles  G.  Efq.  of  Southampton  ; 
by  whom  he  left  iffue.  1.  George- 
Auguftus,  born  Auguft  9,  1776, 
who  fucceeds  to  his  titles  and  eftates; 
2.  Peter-Leopold-Louis,  Francis, 
born  May  6,  1778  ;  and,  3.  Ed- 
ward-Spencer,  born  July  16,  1779. 
• — The  late  Lord  was  grandfon  to 
the  famous  Sir  William  Gowper 
(who,  in  1705,  was  made  lord- 
keeper  of  the  great  feal,  created 
Baron  of  Wingham  in  Kent,  Nov. 
9,  1706,  and  Vifcount  Fordwich, 


and  Earl  Cowper,  March  t8,  1718) 
and  was  created  a  Prince  by  the 
prefent  Emperor. 

26.  Lady  Forbes,  relidt  of  Sir 
William  Forbes,  Bart. 

27.  At  Melvilbe-houfe.  iq  Scot¬ 
land,  John  Lord  Ruthven,  great- 
grandfon  of  Thomas  firft  Lord,  by 
his  grand-daughter  Ifabella,  the 
wife  of  Col.  James  Johnfton,  fum- 
moned  to  the  coronations  of  Geo.  I. 
and  II.  as  Baronefs  Ruthven.  The 
honour,  forfeited  by  the  famous 
Gowrie  confpiracy  againft  James  I. 
was  revived  by  Charles  II.  1671. 
in  ths.  perfon  of  Sir  Thomas  Ro¬ 
bert  Freeland. — His  Lordfhip  mar¬ 
ried,  in  1776,  Lady  Mary  Leifle, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Leven,  and 
has  left  a  numerous  family.  He 
fuceeeded  his  father  in  1783,  who 
had  been  twice  married ;  firft:,  to 
Mifs  Janet  Nefbet.  ofDirieton,  who 
was  the  mother  of  the  late  Lord 
fecondly,  to  Lady  Anne  Stewart 
ffter  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  by  whom 
he  had  feveral  children. 

SHERIFFS  appointed  for  the 
Tear  1  789. 

Berkfloire.  Edwayd  Golden,  of 
Maiden  Early,  Efq. 

BedfordJhire>  Samuel  Boyden,  of 
Milton  Ernefs,  Efq. 

Bucks.  Richard  Davenport,  of 
Great  Marlow,  Efq. 

Camb.  and  Hunt ,  Thomas  Pan¬ 
ton,  of  Fen.  Ditton,  Efq. 

Chefhire.  Sir  John  Chetwode,  of 
Agden,  Bart. 

Cornwall  Robert  Lovell  Gwat- 
kin,  of  Kiliow,  Efq. 

.Cumberland  Thomas  Denton,  of 
Warnal-hall,  Efq. 

Derbyjhire.  Martin  Farnell,  of 
Coton  in  the  Elmes,  Efq. 

Devon  [hi  re 
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Devonjhire .  Montague  Edmund 
Parker  of  white  way,  Efq. 

Dorfetjhire.  Frederick  Thorn- 
mas  Wentworth,  of  Henbury,  Efq. 

Effex.  Thomas  F owed  Buxton, 
of  Earl’s  Colne,  Efq. 

Gloucejlerjhirc.  George  Miller, 
of  Ozleworth,  Efq. 

Herefordjhire .  William  Tay¬ 
lor  of  Tillington,  Efq. 

Hertfordjhire ,  Drummond  Smith 
of  T ring  Park,  Efq. 

Kent .  John  Cartier,  of  Bedg- 
bury,  Efq. 

Leicejlerfhire .  Johah  Cock- 
Ihutt,  of  Ofbaldiflon,  Efq. 

Ltncolnjhire.  Lewis  Dymoke  of 
Screveliby,  Efq. 

Monmouthjhire.  Thomas  Lewis, 
of  Saint  Peer,  Efq. 

Norfolk .  Brampton  Gurdon 
Dillingham,  of  Letton,  Elq. 

North  amptonjhin r.  Richard  Han- 
well,  of  Long  Buckby,  Efq. 

Northumberland .  Robert  Lille, 
of  A  Hon  Efq. 

Nottinghamjhire.  John  Cham¬ 
berlin,  of  Sutton  Bonnington  Efq. 

Oxfordjhircj  John  Blackall, 
jun.  of  Halley,  Efq. 

Rutland/hire .  Benjamin  Cramp, 
of  Oakham,  Efq. 

Shropjhire.  Jofeph  Oldham,  of 
Cainham,  Efq. 

Somerfetjhire ,  George  T  emplar, 
of  Shapwick,  Efq. 

Staffordjhire .  Thomas  Lever- 
fage  Fowler,  of  Penford,  Efq. 

Suffolk  Nathaniel  Lee  AHon, 
of  Livermore,  Efq. 

County  of  South  a?npt  on.  William 
Harris,  of  New  Arlesford,  Elq. 


Surrey .  Thomas  Sutton, of Eaft 
Molefey,  Efq* 

Suffex .  Sir  Ferdinando  Poole, 
of  Lewes,  Bart. 

Warwickfhire .  Thomas  Ward, 
of  Moreton  Morrell,  Efq. 

IVorceJlerJhire .  John  Spooner, 
of  Leigh-court,  Efq. 

JViltJhire .  Thomas  Grove,  of 
Fern,  Efq. 

Torkjhire .  Walter  Fawkes,  of 
Farnley-hall,  Efq. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Carmarthen .  Walter  Thomas, 
of  Wainrhydod,  Efq. 

Pembroke ,  George  Roche,  of 
Clarefton,  Efq. 

Cardigan.  John  Jones,  of  Der¬ 
ry  Ormond  Efq. 

Glamorgan .  John  Lewellyn,  of 
Welch  St.  Donats,  Efq. 

Brecon.  Jeffreys  Wilkins,  of 
Brecon,  Efq. 

Radnor.  Thomas  Duppa,  of 
Knighton,  Efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

♦ 

Angle fe a.  John  Williams,  of 
Nantannog,  Efq. 

Carnarvon.  William  Hughes,  of 
Nantcall,  Efq. 

Denbigh  {hire,  Charles  Brown, 
of  Marchwiel,  Efq. 

Flint.  Richard  Wilding,  of 
Preftatyn,  Efq. 

Merioneth.  Edward  Lloyd,  of 
Palan,  Efq. 

Montgomery .  F rancis  Lloyd,  of 
Domgay,  Efq. 


APPENDIX 


[  249  ] 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


March  a,  1789. 

AN  order  has  been  made  by  the 
lords  of  his  majefty’s  moft 
honourable  privy  council  for  dis¬ 
continuing  the  form  of  prayer  for 
the  recovery  *of  his  majefty’s  health, 
and  reading  in  lieu  the  following  : 

“  Almighty  God  Father  of  all 
comforts,  and  the  [Length  of  thofe 
who  put  their  truft  in  thee  ;  we  prof- 
trate  ourfelves  before  thy  Divine 
Majefty,  and  humbly  prefume  to 
offer  up  our  praifes  and  thankfgiv- 
ings  for  thy  mercy  vouchfafed  to 
our  moft  gracious  fovereign. 

Thou  haft  raifed  him  from  the 
bed  of  ficknefs  ;  thou  haft  again 
lifted  up  the  light  of  the  counte¬ 
nance  upou  him,  and  bleffed  him 
with  fure  truft  and  confidence  in  thy 
protedion.  Confirm,  O  Lord,  we 
befeech  thee,  the  reliance  which  we 
have  on  the  continuance  of  thy 
goodnefs ;  and  ftrengthen  and  efta- 
blifh  in  him,  if  it  be  thy  good  plea¬ 
sure,  the  work  of  thy  mercy. 

Grant  that  he  may  lead  the  re- 
fidue  of  his  life  in  thy  fear,  and  to 
thy  glory  .*  that  his  reign  may  be 
long  and  profperous  ;  and  that  we, 
his  fubjeds,  may  fhew  forth  our 
thankfulnefs  for  thy  loving-kindnefs, 
and  for  all  the  bleilings  which, 
through  his  juft  and  mild  govern¬ 
ment,  thou  heftoweft  upon  us.  To 

*  See  Apendix  to  Chronicle 


this  end  may  we  be  enabled  by  thy 
grace  to  maintain  a  deep  and  lively 
fenfe  of  thy  good  providence,  to  pay- 
due  obedience  to  his  lawful  autho¬ 
rity,  to  live  in  chriftian  charity  to¬ 
wards  each  other  and  to  walk  be¬ 
fore  thee  in  all  virtuous  and  godly 
living. 

“  Finally,  we  pray  thee  to  keep 
him  in  perpetual  peace  and  fafety, 
and  to  grant  that,  this  life  ended, 
he  may  dwell  with  thee  in  life  e.ver- 
lafting,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord  and  Saviour.  Amen.” 


Account  of  the  Trocejfion  to  St.  Paul's 
Church  on  the  Day  of  Thankfgiv 
irg  for  his  Majcjty's  Recovery. 

Whitehall,  April  25,  v 

HURSDAY  fail  being  ap¬ 
pointed  by  his  majefty’s  pro¬ 
clamation  to  be  obferved  as  a  day 
of  general  thankfgiving  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  fignal  interpofition  of 
his  good  providence,  in  removing 
from  his  majefty  the  late  illnefs 
with  which  he  had  been  affixed, 
his  Majefty  was  pleafed,  for  the 
greater  folemnity  of  the  day,  to  go 
to  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul, 
accompanied  by  the  queen,  their 
royal  highneffes  the  prince  of 
Wales,  the  duke  of  York  the  prin- 
cefs  royal,  the  princef*  Agufta,  th? 

in  the  Ann.  Reg.  for  1^88. 
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princefs  Elizabeth*  the  duke  of 
Gloucefler,  and  the  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  and  his  highnefs  prince 
William ;  and  attended  by  both 
houfes  of  parliament*  the  great  of¬ 
ficers  of  ftate,  the  judges,  and  other 
public  officers*  to  return  thanks  to 
God  for  his  great  mercies  and  blef- 
lings. 

The  proceffion  was  begun  at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning  by  the  houfe 
of  commons,  in  their  coaches,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  their  fpeaker,  in  his  ftate- 
coach.  Next  came  the  mailers  in 
chancery,  the  judges,  and  after  them 
the  peers,  in  the  order  of  preceden¬ 
cy,  as  they  were  marffialled  by  the 
officers  of  arms  at  Wellminiler,  the 
voungeft  baron  going  firft,  and  the 
lord  chancellor,  in  his  ftate-coach, 
clofmg  this  part  of  the  proceffion. 
Such  of  the  peers  as  were  knights 
wore  the  collars  of  their  refpe&ive 
orders. 

Afterward  came  the  royal  family, 
in  order  of  precedency,  with  their 
attendants,  efcorted  by  parties  of 
the  royal  regiment  of  horfe- guards. 

Their  majeffies  let  out  from  the 
queen’s  palace  loon  after  ten  o’clock* 
in  a  coach  drawn  by  eight  cream- 
coloured  horfes,  (in  which  were  ai- 
fo  two  of  the  ladies  of  her  majefty‘s 
bed-chamber^  followed  by  the  roy- 
cl  highneffies  the  princelfes*  and 
proceeded  through  the  gate  at  the 
Stale-yard,  along  Pall-mall,  and 
through  the  Strand,  amid  the  loyal 
acclamations  of  a  prodigious  con- 
courfe  of  people. 

The  flreets  were  lined,  as  far  as 
Temple-bar,  by  the  brigade  of 
foot  guards,  the  grenadier  compa¬ 
nies  of  which  were  ported  in  St. 
Paul’s,  church,  and  in  the  church¬ 
yard,  and  patrolled  by  parties  of 
the  royal  regiment  of  horfe-guards. 
The  avenues  into  the  ftreets  through 


which  the  proceffion  palfed  werd 
guarded  by  the  queen’s  light  dra¬ 
goons.  From  Temple-bar  to  the 
church,  the  ftreets  were  lined  by  the 
artillery  company  and  the  militia  of 
the  city  ;  the  peace  officers  attend¬ 
ing  both  within  and  without  the  city, 
to  preferve  order*  1 

At  Temple-bar  his  majefty  was 
met  by  the  lord  mayor  in  a  gown 
of  crimfon  velvet,  by  the  ffieriffs 
in  their  fcarlet  gowns,  and  a  depu¬ 
tation  from  the  aldermen  and  com¬ 
mon  council  (being  all  on  horfe* 
back)  when  the  lord  mayor  furren- 
dered  the  city  fvvoid  to  his  majefty, 
who  having  returned  it  to  him,  he 
carried  it  bare-headed  before  the 
king  to  St.  Paul’s. 

His  majefty  being  come  to  St. 
Paul’s  was  met  at  the  weft  door  by 
the  peers,  the  biffiop  of  London, 
the  dean  of  St.  Paul’s  (biffiop  of 
Lincoln)  the  canons  refidentiary, 
and  the  Kings  and  other  officers  of 
atms  ;  the  band  of  gentlemen  pen- 
fioners,  and  the  yeomen  of  the 
guard  attending. 

The  fword  of  ftate  was  carried 
before  his  majefty'by  the  marquis 
of  Stafford  into  the  choir  where 
the  king  and  queen  placed  them- 
felves  under  a  canopy  of  ftate,  near 
the  weft  end,  oppofite  to-Lfre  altar* 

The  peers  had  their  feats  in  the 
area,  as  a  houfe  of  lords,  and  the 
commons  in  the  ftalls.  The  upper 
galleries  were  allotted  to  the  ladies 
of  her  Majefty’s  bedchamber,  the 
maids  of  honour  and  fuch  other 
ladies  of  diftin&ion  as  attended  ow 
this  occafion.  The  foreign  minif- 
ters  were  placed  in  the.  two  lower 
galleries,  next  to  the  throne  ;  and 
the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  in  the 
lower  galleries  near  the  altar. 

The  prayers  and  litany  were 
read  and  chanted  by  the  minor  ca~ 
•  .  non* 

* 
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nons.  The  *Ie  Deum  and  anthems 
compofed  for  the  accafion  were  fung 
by  the  choir,  who  were  placed  in 
the  organ-loft,  and  were  joined  in 
the  chorus,  as  alfo  in  the  Pfalms, 
by  the  charity  children,  in  number 
about  fix  thoufand,  who  were  affera- 
bled  there  previous  to  their  majefties 
arrival.  The  communion  fervice  was 
read  by  the  tfean  and  refidentiaries  ; 
and  the  fermon  preached  by  the  lord 
bifhbop  ofLondon,  from  Pfalmxxvii. 
16.  “  O  tarry  thou  the  Lord’s 

Jeifure  :  be  ftrong,  and  he  (hall 
comfort  thine  heart  :  and  put  thou 
thy  trull  in  the  Lord.’* 

Then  followed  this  anthem,  ex- 
prefsly  feledled  and  commanded  by 
the  King. 

Three  voices. 

Contratenor.  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke, 

M.  A — Tenor,  Mr.  Hodfon, 

M.  B. — Bafs,  Mr.  Sale. 

1.  66  O  Lord,  thou  haft  fearched 
me  out,  and  known  me  ;  thou 
knoweft  my  down -fitting  and  mine 
up-riling ;  thou  underftandeft  my 
thoughts  long  before  ” 

Solo.  Bafs  Rev.  Mr.  Hayes,  M.  A. 

2.  “  Thou  art  about  my  path, 
and  about  my  bed  :  and  fpieft  out 
all  my  ways. 

3.  For  lo,  there  is  not  a  word 
in  my  tongue,  but  thou,  O  Lord, 
knoweft  it  altogether.” 

Solo.  Contratenor,  Rev*  Mr. 

Clarke.  M.  A. 

6.  “  Whither  fhall  I  go  then  from 
thy  fpirit,  or  whither  fhall  I  go 
then  from  they  prefence  ? 

7.  If  I  climb  up  into  heaven, 
thou  art  there  ;  if  I  go  down  to  hell, 
thou  art  there  alfo. 

8.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the 
morning,  and  remain  in  the  ulter- 
moft  parts  of  the  fea.” 

Three  voices. 

Contratenor,  Rey,  Mr.  Clarke  ; 


Tenor,  Mr.  Guife  ;  Bafs,  Rev. 

Mr.  Hayes,  M.  A.  and  Chorus 

9.  “  Even  there  alfo  fhall  thy 
hand  lead  me  ;  and  thy  right  hand 
fhall  hold  me.’’ 

The  patrons  of  the  charity  chil¬ 
dren  appeared  with  large  gold  and 
filver  medals  by  Pingo  ,  pendant  on 
ribbands,  in  commemoration  of  the 
royal  viht.  On  the  face  of  the  me¬ 
dal  is  the  portrait  of  his  Majefty. 
Motto,  GEORGI  US  III.  MAG.  B  R. 


ET  HIB.  REX. 

On  the  reverfe  is  the  weft  front 
view  of  St.  Paul's  cathedral.  Motto 
round  the  legend. — laeti  t  i  a  cum 
pietate,  On  the  exergue,  deo 
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Divine  fervice  being  ended,  their 
majefties  returned  with  the  fame 
ftate  to  the  queen’s  palace,  at  about 
half  an  hour  after  three  o'clock.  The 
guns  in  the  Tower  and  in  the  Park 
were  fired  three  times,  firftupon  the 
king’s  fetting  out,  fecondly  at  the 
finging  of  Te  T)eumi  and  thirdly  up¬ 
on  his  majefty’s  return  ;  after  which 
the  brigade  of  foot  guards  fired  a 
feu  dejoie  in  St.  Jame’s  Park,  be¬ 
ing  drawn  up  in  the  front  of  the 
queen's  palace. 

The  public  demonftrations  of  joy 
and  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  of 
London  and  Weftminfter  on  the 
cccafion  of  his  majefty ’s  firft  appear¬ 
ance  in  public  fince  his  happy  reco¬ 
very,  exceeded  all  expreffion  ;  and 
yefterday  evening  the  illuminations 
in  all  parts  of  this  metropolis  fur- 
paffed  in  fplendor  and  magnificence 
all  former  exhibitions. 


Among  the  Galas  and  Entertainments 
given  upon  the  recovery  of  the 
King,  the  following  were  the  most 
fumptuous  and  magnificent.  ^ 
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The  Gala  given  by  the  Prince fs  Royal 

at  IVindfor ,  on  the  \jl  of  May. 

rj^HE  cards  of  invitation  were 

I  in  her  royal  highnefs’s  name 
to  the  unmarried  branches  of  the 
nobility,  and  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tindlion  who  were  honoured  on  this 
occafion  ;  the  married  were  invited 
by  Lord  Aileibury,  in  the  name  of 
the  queen. 

The  company,  confifted  of  all  the 
foreign  ambaftadors,  and  thofe  of  the 
robility  and  commoners  who  were 
foremoft  in  diftinguifhing  themfelves 
during  the  late  political  difputes, 
made  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
perfons,  who  began  to  aflemble  in 
the  ball-room  about  eight  o’clock. 

The  dreftes  were  the  Windfor 
uniform,  with, a  Email  diftindtion  be¬ 
tween  the  old  and  the  young  ladies, 
the  former  having  a  long  purple 
train,  the  latter  without  any  train 
at  all. 

The  gown  w, as  white  tiffany,  with 
a  garter  blue  body.  The  fleeves 
were  white,  and  ornamented,  as  was 
the  coat,  which  had  three  rows  of 
fringe  at  equal  diftances  from  each 

D  I 

other,  to  anfwer  the  fringe  at  the 
bottom  of  the  gown,  which  fell  only 
juft  low  enough  to  appear  like  ano¬ 
ther  row  of  fringe  over  the  upper- 
moft  of  thofe  three,  as  if  there  was 
no  feparation  between  the  gown  and 
coat. 

All  the  ladies  wore  bandeaus 
ro»ni  the  front  of  their  head  dreftes 
with  the  words  “  God  five  the 
King  and  many  of  them  had 
beautiful  medallions  of  his  majefty, 
jfome  plain,  fome  in  pearl,  and  lome 
fet  in  diamonds. 

The  dances  did  not  begin  until 
near  ten  o’clock,  their  majeilies  and 
the  princeftes  being  more  than  an 
hour  intermixed  with  the  company 


convening  in  the  moft  affable  mm- ' 
ner  with  every  perfon  in  the  room. 
The  fix  princeftes  were  prefent. 

Ibe  fupper  exceeded  anything  of 
the  kind  ever  given  in  this  king¬ 
dom. 

There  were  two  long  tables,  and 
at  the  upper  end,  oppofite  the  cen¬ 
ter,  one  table  under  a  throne,  laid 
out  for  thirteen,  and  raifed  above 
the  reft,  to  which  the  king  led  his 
confort,  and  then,  wiftiing  the  con>? 
pany  a  good  night,  retired. 

At  the  royal  table  fat 
The  Quieen. 


On  her  left- 
Duke  of  York, 
Princefs  Augufta, 
Duke  of  Cumberland, 
Princefs  Mary, 

Duke  of  Gloucefter’s 
daughter. 


On  her  right 
Prince  of  Wales, 
Princefs  Royal, 
Duke  of  GL  ucefter, 
Princefs  Elizabeth. 
Du*e  of  Gloucef¬ 
ter’s  fon. 


Her  Majefty’s  table  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  gold  plates,  gold  difhes, 
gold  tureens,  gold  fpoons,  gold  can¬ 
dle-branches,  and  gold  knives  and 
forks. 

On  the  ground  works  of  the  royal 
table  were  the  figures  of  Peace  and 
Plenty,  with  the  olive-branch  and 
cornucopiae, — the  accompaniments 
various  Genii  weaving  wreaths  of 
flowers, — the  pedeftals  prefented 
vales  of  fruits. 

On  one  of  the  long  tables,  the 
platform  was  covered  with  dancing 
figures, — the  other  had  emblemati¬ 
cal  figures,  Hope,  Charity,  Peace, 
Plenty,  Britannia,  Sec.  Sec.  which 
being  done  on  fand,  gliftened  with 
the  reflected  light  of  the  candles. 

That  part  of  the  fupper  which  wa$ 
hot,  conlifted  of  twenty  tureens  of 
different  foups,  roaft  ducks,  turkey 
pouts,  cygnets,  green  geefe,  and 
fails,  chickens  afparagus,  peas,  and 
beans.  The  cold  parts  of  the  col¬ 
lation  were  the  fame  kind  of  poul¬ 
try  boned,  and  fwimming  or  stand¬ 
ing 
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ing  in  the  center  of  tranfparent  jel¬ 
lies,  where  they  were  fupported  by 
pafte  pillars  not  in  circumference 
thicker  than  a  knitting-needle.  This, 
with  the  lights  playing  from  the  can¬ 
dles,  and  reflected  on  by  the  polifh 
of  the  plates  and  diilies,  made  a  molt 
beautiful  appearance. 

Crayfilh  pies  of  all  kinds  were  dif- 
tributed  with  great  tafte  $  and  the 
ham  and  brawn  in  mafquerade,  fwim- 
niing  on  the  furface  of  pedeftals  of 
jelly,  feemingly  fupported  but  by  the 
ltrength  of  an  apparent  liquid,  called 
for  admiration. 

The  ornamental  parts  of  the  con¬ 
fectionary  were  numerous  and  fplen- 
did.  There  were  temples  four  feet 
high,  in  the  different  ftories  of  which 
were  fweetmeats.  The  various  or¬ 
ders  of  architecture  were  alfo  done 
with  inimitable  tafte. 

The  fide-tables  contained  large 
gold  goblets,  and  a  new  fervice  of 
gold  and  filver  plates.  In  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  latter  were  emboffed  that 
part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Roman  Fa¬ 
ther,  where  his  daughter  xis  in  the 
pious  and  filial  aft  of  feeding  him  in 
prifon  with  her  own  milk. 

The  defert  comprehended  all  the 
hot-houfe  was  competent  to  afford — 
and,  indeed,  more  than  it  was 
thought  art  could  produce  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year.  There  was  a 
profufion  of  pines,  ftrawberries  of 
every  denomination,  peaches,  nefta- 
rines,  apricots,  cherries  of  each  kind, 
from  the  Kentifh  to  the  Morelia, 
plums,  and  ralberries,  with  the  bell 
and  richeft  preferved  fruits,  as  well 
thofe  that  are  dried  as  thofe  that  are 
in  fyrup. 

There  were  forty  filver  branches, 
each  holding  two  large  wax  tapers, 
on  the  long  tables,  and  fix  gold 
branches  on  the  queen’s  tables — and 
at  the  fide-boards  were  two  magnifi- 
Vol.  XXXI. 


cent  candelabra,  which  gave  a  very 
great  light. 

The  hall  was  elegantly  illuminated, 
and  in  a  ftyle  fuperior  to  what  it' ever 
before  experienced. 

The  ftone  gallery  on  one  fide  was 
hung  with  tranfparencies  by  Rebec¬ 
ca,  and  on  the  other  with  paintings 
by  Weft.  It  had  a  pretty  effeCt. 

The  Prince  and  Duke  of  York  ar¬ 
rived  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  and 
fet  off  for  Newmarket  at  a  quarter 
paft  four  in  the  morning. 

French  Ambajfador’s  Gala. 

At  this  magnificent  entertainment 
were  prefent  the  royal  family,  and 
all  the  principal  nobility  of  both  par¬ 
ties. 

His  excellency’s  houfe,  which  is 
on  a  large  fcale  in  Portman-fquare, 
was  laid  out  in  the  moft  convenient 
ftyle  the  apartments  could  afford. 

On  the  ground  floor,  at  the  right 
of  the  grand  entrance,  was  an  oblong 
temporary  room,  raifed  for  the  oc- 
cafion,  with  a  fpace  in  the  centre 
railed  in  for  a  certain  number  of  dan¬ 
cers,  which  his  excellency  had  or¬ 
dered  for  the  amufement  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

At  the  head  of  the  room  was  a 
chair  of  ftate,  prepared  for  her  ma- 
jefty,  and  chairs  on  each  fide,  for 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  York, 
Duke  of  Clarence,  Princefs  Royal, 
Princeffes  Elizabeth,  Augufta,  and 
Mary ;  Dukes  of  Gloucefter  and 
Cumberland,  Prince  William  of 
Gloucefter,  and  his  After  Princefs . 
Sophia. 

On  each  fide  of  the  grand  faloon 
was  a  tranfparent  painting  • — that  on 
the  right  of  her  majefty,  reprefent- 
ing  the  genius  of  France  congratu¬ 
lating  the  genius  of  England  on  the 
m  recovery 
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recovery  of  the  king,  an  excellent 
likenefs  of  whom  the  goddefs  of 
health  held  in  her  mind ; — on  the 
left  was  a  reprefcntation  of  the  graces 
attending  her  majedy,  and  an  angel 
preparing  to  crown  her. 

The  dances  continued  until  near 
one  o’clock,  when  the  flipper  rooms 
were  opened,  and  difplayed  a  fcene 
of  luxury  and  magnificence  fcarcely 
to  be  defcribed. 

About  nine  hundred  cards  of  invi¬ 
tation  were  given  out. 

Grand  Gala  at  Ranelagh ,  May  7. 

The  club  at  Bootle’s  gave  their 

promifed  fete  in  remembrance  of  his 

,  ,  , 

majedy’s  recovery,-— which,  m  point 
of  magnificence,  flood  unrivalled 
among!!  things  of  this  fort. 

Two  temporary  buildings  were 
erected  on  the  occafion — of  which, 
that  placed  near  the  canal,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  garden,  was  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  dimenfions,  being  150  feet 
in  length,  and  100  in  width. 

ft  was  finiilied  within  in  the  mod 
fuperb  ityle,  with  pillars,  painted  in 
imitation  of  marble,  and  hung  with 
lights  the  mod  brilliant  imaginable. 

The  fupper  was  profufe,  and  well 
ferved.  In  iliort,  nothing  v/as  want¬ 
ing  to  make  it  the  mod  magnificent 
entertainment  perhaps  ever  given  in 
this  country. 

Spani/h  Ambajj adod s  Gala , 

June  9.  The  Marquis  del  Campo 
gave  his  proud  fed  fete,  at  Ranelagh, 
in  compliment  to  the  Queen  of  Eng¬ 
land,  on  his  Majedy’s  recovery. 

The  whole  of  the  external  front  of 
Ranelagh-houfe  was  illuminated  in  a 
novel  manner,  and  with  uncommon 
brilliancy. 


/ 


The  anti-rooms  were  all  fplendid- 
ly  decorated,  and  gave  a  promife  of 
what  was  to  follow. 

The  portico  immediately  leading 
to  the  rotunda,  v/as  filled  on  each 
fide  with  rows  of  myrtle  and  rofe- 
trees,  with  carnations  and  pinks  be¬ 
tween. 

The  rotunda,  at  the  fird  opening 
to  the  fight,  had  the  mod  fuperb  ap¬ 
pearance  ever  feen.  The  continued 
lamps  fpread  around  the  roof  had  a 
ftriking  ede6l. 

The  lower  boxes  of  the  rotunda 
formed  a  Spanifli  camp,  driped  blue 
and  red.  Each  tent  guarded  by  a 
boy,  dreffed  in  a  beautiful  Spanifh 
uniform.  The  gallery  formed  a 
Temple  of  Flora,  which  was  lighted 
by  a  great  number  of  gold  bafkets, 
containing  wax  tapers,  ornamented 
with  rofes,  &c. 

A  rich  fire-work  was  difplayed  in 
the  garden,  which  her  Majedy  had 
an  opportunity  of  viewing  from  the 
gallery  behind  her  box.  It  was 
formed  in  the  fhape  of  a  triumphal 
arch,  with  tranlparent  medallions  of 
the  King  and  Queen,  and  over  the 
bow  the  infcription  of  “  God  fave 
the  King.’* 

At  one  o’clock,  on  a  fignal  given, 
the  curtains  before  the  recedes  were 
indantly  drawn,  and  an  elegant  fup¬ 
per  difcoverecl  at  one  moment. 

The  company  amounted  in  the 
whole  to  two  thoufand. 


Coronation  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
Madrid \  Sept.  28. 

ON  the  2 id  indant,  being  the 
day  appointed  for  the  ceremo¬ 
ny  of  the  King  of  Spain’s  corona¬ 
tion,  or,  as  it  is  here  termed,  his 
Public  Entry,  their  Catholic  Majef- 

ties. 
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ties,  together  with  all  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily  of-  Spain,  in  different  ftate- 
coaches  preceded  by  the  three  com¬ 
panies  of  life  guards  and  the  great 
officers  of  ftate,  and  followed  by  the 
attendants  in  waiting  of  each  indi¬ 
vidual  of  the  royal  family,  in  differ¬ 
ent  ftate  carriages,  forming  altoge¬ 
ther  a  inoft  numerous,  fplendid,  and 
magnificent  proceftion,  left  the  palace 
about  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and 
proceeded  through  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ftreets  of  this  city,  to  the  church 
of  St.  Mary,  where  Te  Deum  was 
fung  •  and  from  thence  their  Ma- 
jefties  returned  in  like  manner, 
through  other  ftreets,  to  the  palace. 
The  ftreets  through  which  the  pro- 
ceffion  palled,  were  lined  with  the 
foot  guards,  and  the  other  troops 
in  garrilon  here,  and  orders  had 
been  previoufly  given  for  all  the 
hottfes  to  be  decorated  and  illumi¬ 
nated  in  the  belt  manner  poffible  on 
that  and  the  two  following  days. 

On  the  22(1  in  the  afternoon,  their 
Majefties  and  the  royal  family  went 
in  the  fame  ftate  to  the  Plaza  Mayor, 
or  principal  fquare  in  the  city,  to 
fee  the  royal  bull-feaft.  On  fuch 
occafions  it  has  been  the  ancient  cuf- 
tom  for  the  bubs  to  be  fought  by 
noblemen,  or  gentlemen  of  diftin- 
guifhed  birth  :  on  the  prelent,  four 
gentlemen  entered  the  lifts,  and 
fought  the  fix  firft  bulls  on  horfe- 
back  ;  they  have  been  rewarded  in 
the  ufual  manner  with  a  ^penfion, 
■and  with  the  rank  of  Cabathrizo  cle 
Campo,  Or  Equerry  to  the  King.—* 

I  he  reft  of  the  bulls  were  fought 
by  the  rrioft  famous  bull-fighters  that 
could  be  collected  from  every  part 
of  the  kingdom.  The  balconies  of 
the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  ftories 
of  the  houfes  in  the  fquare  were 
appropriated  to  the  reception  of  the 
great  officers  of  ftate  and  their  la¬ 


dies,  of  both  the  male  and  female 
part  of  the  royal  houfehold,  the 
members  of  the  council  of  Caftile, 
thofe  of  the  other  fupreme  councils 
of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  heads 
of  many  other  departments  of  the 
ftate,  who  all  attended,  with  their 
ladies,  in  court  dreffes.  The  am- 
baffaddrs  and  other  foreign  minifters 
were  invited  to  the  feaft,  and  a  bal¬ 
cony  was  allotted  to  each  :  the  am- 
baffadors  had  their  leats  on  the  firft 
ftory,  and  the  minifters  of  the  fe¬ 
cund  order  and  the  charges  des  af¬ 
fairs  on  the  fecond.  By  the  fnoft 
exadl  computation  of  the  number 
of  fpedtators  in  the  fquare,  they 
amounted  to  about  forty-five  thou- 
fand. 

On  the  22,d  their  majefties  and 
the  royal  family  went  early  in  the 
morning,  in  private,  to  the  old  pa¬ 
lace  of  the  Buen  Retiro,  to  which 
the  church  of  St.  Jerome  joins.  At 
nine  o’clock  the  King  and  Queen, 
with  the  Prince  of  Aftnrias,  and  the 
Infant  Don  Antonio,  entered  the 
church.  Their  Majefties  took  their 
feats  011  a  throne  to  the  right  of  the 
high  altar,  and  the  Prince  of  Aftu- 
rias,  and  the  Infant  Don  Antonio, 
on  chairs  to  the  left  of  the  throne, 
oppolite  to  which  was  feated  the 
Cardinal  Patriarch  of  the  Indies, 
and  next  to  his  eminence  thirteen 
archbiffiops  and  biftiops  on  a  bench. 
The  remaining  fpace  of  the  plat¬ 
form  raifed  before  the  high  alter 
was  occupied  by  the  great  officers  of 
ftate,  and  of  the  houfehold.  At  the 
entrance  of  it  flood  four  heralds  al¬ 
arms,  and  011  the  fteps  four  mace- 
bearers  with  the  royal  maces.  In 
the  body  of  the  church  was  feated, 
according  to  their  rank,  a  certain 
number  of  the  grandees  of  Spain,  of 
the  Pitules  of  Caftile,  and  the  Procu- 
radores  de  Cortes ,  or  reprefentatives 
,  [X]  2  of 
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of  thoie  cities  and  towns  who  have 
the  right  of  vote  in  the  cortes  of  the 
nation.  After  the  mafs  was  ended, 
at  which  the  cardinal  archbifhop  or 
Toledo  officiated,,  his  eminence  took 
his  feat  at  the  foot  of  the  high  altar, 
and  before  him  was  placed  a  table, 
with  the  book  of  the  gofpel  open, 
and  a  golden  crofs  on  it.  The  fe- 
nior  herald  at  arms  then  read  the 
proclamation  for  the  oath  of  allegi¬ 
ance,  which  was  afterwards  repeat¬ 
ed  by  the  fenior  law-officer.  This 
oath  declares  allegiance  to  the  king 
of  Spain,  and  to  the  prince  of  Aftu- 
rias,  acknowledged  his  royal  high- 
neis  to  be  the  prince  of  this  realm 
during  his  ma  jelly’s  life,  and  to  be 
the  lawful  king,  lord,  and  heir  of 
the  dominions  of  Spain,  at  his  ma- 
jefty’s  death.  After  the  oath  was 
read,  the  Infant  Don  Antonio  moved 
from  his  feat,  and  knelt  before  the 
cardinal  archbifhop  to  fwear  to  the 
obfervance  of  it.  His  royal  high- 
nefs  then  did  homage  to  the  king, 
and  after  embracing  his  majefty  and 
the  queen,  and  the  prince  of  Aftu- 
rias,  returned  to  his  feat.  The 
mayor domo ,  mayor ,  or  lord  fteward 
of  the  houfehold,  was  then  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  king  to  receive  the  ho¬ 
mage  of  all  thofe  who  were  prefent. 
The  cardinal  patriarch  role  firft, 
who,  having  fworn  before  the  arch¬ 
bifhop  and  the  mayor  domo ,  mayor , 
kiiTed  their  majefties  and  the  prince 
ol  Afturias1  hands.  T  he  fame  cere¬ 
mony  was  fucceffively  obferved,  firft 
by  the  prelates,  next  by  the  gran¬ 
dees,  after  them  by  the  titulos,  and 
laftly  by  the  procuradores  de  cortes . 
The  patriarch  then  took  the  arch- 
bi /hop’s  place,  in  order  to  admi- 
nifter  the  oath  to  the  latter,  and  the 
ceremony  concluded  with  fin  gin  g 
Te  Dvum.  The  diplomatic  body 
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were  invited  to  fee  this  folernn  a£t, 
and  a  gallery  oppofite  to  the  throne 
was  allotted  for  their  reception. 
Their  majefties  and  the  royal  family 
dined  at  the  Buen  Retiro ,  and  late 
in  the  evening  returned  in  ftate  to 
the  palace. 

The  decorations  and  illuminations 
of  fame  of  the  houfes  of  the  gran¬ 
dees  and  others  of  the  nobility, 
which  happened  to  be  fituated  in  the 
ftreets  through  which  the  proceffion 
pafled  on  the  three  before-mention¬ 
ed  days,  were  very  fplendid  and 
coftly  ;  and  thofe  of  the  Plaza  Mayor , 
and  of  the  great  fquare  before  the 
palace,  were  executed  with  the  ut~ 
moft  magnificence. 


Account  of  the  Nenv  Settlement  at 
Botony  Bay. 

A  N  authentic  account  has  been 
j\  received,  that  his  Majefty’s 
Blips  the  Sirius  and  Supply,  under 
the  command  of  commodore  Phil¬ 
lips,  with  the  tranfports  under  their 
convoy,  having  the  convidts  on  board 
for  Botany  Bay,  have  made  good 
their  paftage.  It  was  not  till  the 
14th  of  January,  1788,  after  hav¬ 
ing  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on 
the  1 6th  of  September,  1787,  that 
the  Commodore  arrived  at  the  place 
of  his  deftination.  On  the  28th,  the 
lieutenants  Shetland  and  King  land¬ 
ed.  The  natives,  who  had  in  fmall 
bodies  witnefled  their  approach,  ap¬ 
peared  in  great  confternation,  on 
feeing  thefe  officers  on  their  territo¬ 
ry,  and  after  fetting  up  a  yell,  fled 
to  the  woods.  They  returned  foon 
after  more  compofed,  and  from  the 
figns  made  by  Captain  Phillips,  were 
prevailed  on  to  receive  fome  prefents 
of  beads,  necklaces,  and  other  tri¬ 
fles  • 
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Acs  ;  but  they  were  depofited  on  the 
ground,  and  the  captain  withdrawn 
to  a  diftance,  before  they  would  ven¬ 
ture  to  take  them.  After  this,  they 
appeared  fo  friendly  as  to  condud, 
by  figns,  the  officers  to  a  rivulet, 
where  they  found  fome  excellent 
water,  though  not  in  a  very  abun¬ 
dant  fupply.  In  the  evening  the 
commodore,  with  his  party,  return¬ 
ed  on  board  •  and  the  next  day  the 
three  tranfports,  which  he  had  out- 
failed,  came  to  an  anchor  ;  on  which 
the  commodore  went  again  on  ihore, 
principally  to  cut  grafs  for  the  ufe 
of  the  cattle  and  fheep  ;  the  hay  on 
board  being  nearly  exhaufted.  On 
the  dawn  of  the  day  following,  the 
Sirius,  Captain  Hunter,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  tranfports  under 
his  convoy,  appeared  in  fight,  and 
three  hours  after  brought  to,  and 
anchored  in  the  bay. 

Captain  Hunter  immediately  wait¬ 
ed  on  the  commodore  :  and  thefe 
gentlemen,  with  a  final  1  party  of  of¬ 
ficers  and  men,  went  oh  ihore  again 
towards  the  fouth  coaft  of  Botany 
Bay,  the  former  vifits  having  been 
made  to  the  north  of  the  bay. — Here, 
as  in  moll  of  the  early  interviews 
with  the  natives,  commodore  Phil¬ 
lips  ufually  laid  his  mufquet  on  the 
ground,  and  advancing  before  it, 
held  out  prefents.  A  green  bough 
held  aloft,  or  their  lances  thrown 
down,  were  like  figns  of  amity  in 
them. — It  was  a  practice  with  the 
ieamen,  in  thefe  intercourfes,  to 
drefs  up  the  inhabitants  with  fhreds 
of  cloth,  and  tags  of  coloured  paper; 
— and  when  they  furveyed  each 
other,  they  would  burft  in  loud 
laughter,  and  run  hollowing  to  the 
woods. — The  marines  one  day  form¬ 
ing  before  them,  they  appeared  to 
like  the  fife,  but  fled  at  the  found  of 


the  drum,  and  never  more  would 
venture  near  it. 

On  the  convids  being  landed,  Mr. 
Phillips  afiumed  his  office  of  gover¬ 
nor,  and  cattfed  the  comm iffion  given 
him  by  the  king,  to  excrcife  fuch 
authority,  to  be  read  ;  and  alfo  the 
abridgment  of  the  code  of  laws,  by 
which  he  was  to  govern. — By  this 
the  fettlerswere  informed,  that  four 
courts  would  occafionally  be  held,  as 
the  nature  of  the  offence  required  ; 
namely, 

A  CivrL  Court, 

A  Cr  IMINAL  CojJRT, 

A  Military  Court, 

And  an  Admiralty  Court. 

The  fettjers  were  then  told,  that 
nothing  could  draw  thefe  laws  into 
exercile,  but  their  own  demerits; 
and  as  it  was  then  in  their  power  to 
atone  to  their  country  for  all  the 
wrongs  done  at  home,  no  other  ad¬ 
monitions  than  thofe  which  their  own 
confidences  would  didate,  it  was 
hoped,  would  be  necelfary  to  effed 
their  happinefs  and  profperity  in 
their  new  country. 

But  fuch  is  the  inveteracy  of  vice, 
that  neither  lenient  meafures,  nor 
fevere  whipping,  operated  to  pre¬ 
vent  theft ;  rigorous  meafures  were 
therefore  adopted,  and  after  a  for¬ 
mal  trial  in  the  criminal  court,  two 
men  were  hung  in  one  day,  and 
foon  after  two  others  Buffered  in  like 
way. 

It  is  here  neceffary  to  obferve, 
that  while  the  fquadron  were  under 
way  from  Botany  Bay  to  jackfon’s 
Port,  two  ftrange  fail  appeared,  with 
their  hulls  juft  in  view;  and,  foon 
after  Governor  Phillips  had  landed 
m  Sydney’s  Cove,  he  was  waited 
upon  by  a  party  bearing  a  French 
hag. — Thefe  fhips  proved  to  be  two 
French  frigates,  which  failed  from 

Europe 
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Europe  in  Augult  1785,  under  the 
command  of  Monf.  La  Peyroufe,  on 
a  voyage  of  difcoveries  to  the  South 
Seas.  They  were  in  fome  did  refs  for 
Lores  and  provifions,  but  the  Gover¬ 
nor  could  not  contribute  much  to 
their  relief.  However,  they  remain¬ 
ed  five  weeks  in  Botany  Bay,  and 
during  that  time  vifits  were  continu¬ 
ally  and  reciprocally  made,  as  the 
diftance  from  that  place  to  Sidney’s 
Cove  was  but  ten  miles  acrols  the 
land. 

The  convidls,  during  this  interval, 
were  employed  in  cutting  wood  for 
fences,  and  to  collect  provender  for 
the  cattle  and  fheep,  as  the  ioil 
produced  very  indifferent  palture, 
although  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  New  Hollanders  fummer.  An 
averfionto  labour,  however,  induced 
fome  of  tiie  new  fettlers  to  project 
an  efcape  for  Europe,  on  board  of 
the  French  iliips  ;  thefe  efforts  were, 
however,  in  a  meafure  fruftrated  • 
the  officers  of  the  French  iliips 
would  not  hearken  to  any  propofals 
except  thofe  made  by  the  fair ;  for 
it  was  difcovered,  two  days  after 
Monf.  La  Peritux  had  failed,  that 
two  women  were  milling.  We  muff 
not  omit  faying,  that  Monf.  Perieux 
loft  two  boats  crews  in  a  ftorm,  and 
that  he  related  he  had  fourteen  of 
his  people  murdered  at  Navigator’s 
liland. 

The  natives  killed  three  of  pur 
men  in  the  woods,  two  of  whom 
were  gathering  bullies  for  thatch¬ 
ing  ;  but  they  did  not  eat  them,  as 
their  bodies  were  reliored  and  buri¬ 
ed.  After  this  hqflility,  they  be¬ 
came  very  Dry,  and  did  not  for  fome 
time  approach  the  colony. 


Though  we  by  no  Means  approve  of 
the  Java ge  Practices  recorded  in  the 


following  Detail ;  yet,  as  it  con¬ 
tains  an  authentic  Account  of  the 
Mode  of  Boxing  at  prefent  praPtifed 
by  the  rnoft  celebrated  Profeffors  of 
that  Art ,  we  have  given  it  a  Place 
in  the  Appendix. 

October  22. 

THIS  day  at  Banbury  in  Ox-* 
fordihire,  the  much-talked- 
of  fight,  between  Perrins,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  and  Johnfon,  of  London, 
took  place. 

At  twenty  minutes  before  one,  the 
combatants  fet-to. 

Great  caution  was  exhibited  on 
either  fide  in  the  onfet,  and  near  five 
minutes  elapfed  before  one  blow  was 
attempted,  and  that  blow  was  aimed 
by  Perrins. 

His  antagonilt  feeing  it  come  with 
great  force,  and  knowing  no  other 
way  of  avoiding  it,  dropped  upon 
his  knee. 

Here  an  inftant  murmur  arofe, 
and  a  cry  of  “  Foul !  foul !”  was 
heard  From  feveral  parts  of  the  ring. 

By  the  articles,  many  infilled,  and 
as  many  contended  again!!  it,  that 
the  battle  was  lolly  Johnfon  having 
failed  to  meet  his  opponent  in  the 
manly  maimer  expreffed  in  the  agree= 
ment.  Perrins,  with  a  commend¬ 
able  gallantry,  put  an  end  to  the 
difpute  himfelf,  declaring  that  he 
did  not  wilh  to  take  advantage  of 
what  might  only  happen  by  accident. 

The  contell  was  immediately  re¬ 
commenced. 

In  the  next  fet-to,  almoft  inlfanta- 
neoufly  johnfon  gave,  what  is  term¬ 
ed,  a  knock-down  blow — and  in  the 
diredt  following  rounds,  two  others. 

After  this  feveral  falls  enfued  ca» 
fually — but  on  the  whole,  for  the 
firll  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour, 
Perrins  fhewed  the  utmoll  Itrength 

and 
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and  agility,  having  at  lead:  thrown 
in  three  blows  for  two  of  his  adver- 
farv’s. 

J 

About  this  time,  Johnfon  began 
to  ftand  up  to  his  man — and  fought 
a  round  or  two  fill  to  fill — blow  for 

blow - .in  the  ftriking  and  taking 

of  which,  he  feemed  equally  ilrong 
with  Perrins.  One  extraordinary 
ftroke  he  now  darted  at  the  eye,  and 
as  he  feldom  flruck  but  with  fecurity, 
he  lucceeded  in  it,  and  nearly  clofed 
it  up. 

The  victory  appeared  to  be  juft 
hovering  over  Johnfon  ;  for  befides* 
the  lofs  of  half  his  fight,  Perrins,  at 
this  time,  looked  to  be  much  out  of 
wind,  turning  himfelf,  whenever 
he  fell,  on  his  belly  to  recover  it. 

Another  hard  blow  followed  on 
his  nofe,  which,  to  appearance, 
fhewed  as  if  it  had  been  cut  through. 
— Bets  now  run  very  high — and  odds 
offered  with  fo  vaft  a  difference  as  a 
hundred  to  ten. 

In  a  few  rounds,  however,  Per¬ 
rins  much  regained  his  breath,  and 
fought  with  frefli  vigour,  and  di¬ 
rected  a  blow  which  took  place  in 
Johnfon’s  right  eye. 

The  next  half  hour  was  obstinate¬ 
ly  kept  up,  during  which  Johnfon 
received  numberlefs  hits ;  but  not 
plied  with  a  power  to  do  much  harm. 
In  his  turn,  it  may  well  be  fuppofed 
he  was  not  idle,  but  dealt  about  hint 
with  fome  fury. 

Perrins  now,  as  a  laft  flake,  had 
recourfe  to  a  blow  with  the  back  of 
his  hand,  which  flood  him  in  fome 
Head,  and  annoyed  his  opponent  at 
firft  greatly — but  after  receiving  two 
or  three  ftrokes  in  that  way,  John¬ 
fon,  with  his  collected  mind,  found 
how  to  guard  againft  it. 

Foiled  at  this,  his  utmoft  effort, 
and  receiving  a  full  blow  under  the 


ear,  Perrins  gave  in — having  main¬ 
tained  the  moll  fevere  battle  almofl 
ever  beheld,  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour 
and  a  quarter. 

Perrins,  at  his  firft  fetting-to,  kept 
his  guard  clofe  to  his  body,  feldom 
altering  it,  and  ccoly  waiting  for  the 
attack  of  his  adverfary.  Seeing 
Johnfon,  however,  repeatedly  fluff¬ 
ing  and  running  round  the  ftage,.  he 
attributed  it  to  fear,  and  preffed  him 
clofe.  By  a  frequency  of  this  prac¬ 
tice,  he  winded  himfelf,  and  was 
oftentimes  induced  to  ftrike  out  of  all 
meafure. 

A  long  blow,  underneath,  he  was 
particularly  fond  of  aiming,  and  on 
which  he  depended,  but  it  did  not 
once  fucceed. 

In  refources  he  was  always  fruit¬ 
ful— if  he  miffed  in  one,  he  had  re¬ 
courfe  to  another — — fuch  as  back- 
handed  blow— the  long  one  noticed 
—and  an  attempt  to  trip  up  the  ad¬ 
vanced  foot  of  his  opponent* — T'hefe 
were  all  putin  ufe  occafionally. 

Too  much  reliance  was  placed  in 
flrength,  and  that  ftrength  would 
certainly  have  prevailed,  had  it  un¬ 
dergone  a  previous  exercife. — Some¬ 
thing  too  was  to  be  attributed  to  the 
want  of  a  proper  fecond  •  not  but 
that  Perrin’s  brother  was  aCtive  and 
attentive,  yet  he  wanted  that  art, 
and,  may  be,  that  petulance,  which 
feemed  to  be  no  mean  ^excellence  in 
the  fecond  of  Johnfon.  * 

Of  Johnfon’s  fighting,  little  need 
be  laid- — it  being  fo  fully  known. 
All  that  differed  from  his  ufual  con¬ 
duct  here,  was  a  perpetual  fliift— 
copied,  as  it  feemed,  from  Ward  ; 
fo  different  from  his  cuftom,  that  the 
fpeClators  often  hooted  at  his  fubter- 
fuges.  Scarcely  throughout  the  bat¬ 
tle  did  he  dare  attack  ;  always  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  afiault.  Much  may  be  faid 

in 
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in  excnfe  of  tills,  when  the  power 
he  had  to  (land  a^ainft  be  confidered. 

The  ftage  on  which  they'  fought 
was  24  by  24 feet,  ereCted  on  a  com¬ 
mon  fpot  of  ground  within  the  town, 
which  was  defended  on  two  fides 
by  a  wall  and  houfes,  and  on  the 
other  two,  ftrongly  railed  in.  When 
the  fight  commenced,  the  mob  broke 
through,  but  afterwards  were  ex¬ 
tremely  orderly. 

Colonel  Tarleton,  and  Mr.  Mea¬ 
dows  from  Birmingham,  were  the 
umpires. 

Bill  and  joe  Ward,  were  John- 
fon’s  fecond  and  bottle-holder. — — 
Perrin’s  brother,  and  Pickard,  thofe 
of  Perrins. 

The  door  money  amounted  to  near 
700  1. 

Above  three  thoufand  people  were 
within  the  quadrangle. 

The  battle  between  Johnfon  and 
Perrins,  at  this  place,  was  only  a 
prelude  to  fimilar  contefts  ^  and  the 
difcomfiture  of  the  Birmingham  hero 
was,  unfortunately,  but  too  ominous 
for  all  his  countrymen  who  entered 
the  lifts  after  him ;  for  on  Friday, 
after  a  dreadful  conflict  of  upwards 
of  an  hour,  Jacombs  yielded  the 
palm  to  Big  Ben,  the  quandum  chal¬ 
lenger  of  johnfon,  but  who  had  paid 
forfeit,  that  Perrins  might  be  in¬ 
dulged. 

At  one  o’clock  precifely,  the  com¬ 
batants  entered  the  ring ;  after  the 
uiual  ceremonies  of  iliaking  hands, 
<kc.  they  fet-to.  On  the  firft  onfet, 
Big  Ben  was  knocked  down  feven 
times ;  from  this  circumftance  the 
bets  were  considerably  againft  him  ; 
but  recovering  his  breath,  he  attack¬ 
ed  his  antagonift  with  the  utmoft 
forecity,  and  followed  up  his  blows 
with  fo  much  keennefs  and  intre¬ 
pidity,  that  viCtbrv,  which  before 


leemecl  doubtful,  was  now  declared 
in  his  favour. 

Bill  Ward  was  fecond,  Joe  W ard 
bottle-holder,  to  Big  Ben.  Jacombs’ 
fecond  artd  bottle-holder  we  have 
not  learned. 

The  battle  was  for  one  hundred 
pounds  a  fide  ;  and  jacombs,  though 
equally  unfuccefsful,  fought  in  a  ftyle 
far  fuperior  to  Perrins,  though  he 
feemed  to  poftefs  the  fame  diipropor- 
tion  to  his  antagonift,  being  at  leaft 
three  ftone  heavier. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  af¬ 
ter  thefe  champions  quitted  the 
ftaVe,  George  the  brewer,  and  Pick¬ 
ard,  (Perrins’s  fecond)  had  perhaps 
the  moft  bloody  conflict  that  was 
ever  remembered  upon  any  ftage. 
This  battle,  though  fought  without 
any  attempt  at  manoeuvre  or  delay 
whatfoever,  lafted  half  an  hour  $ 
and  our  correfpondent  adds,  that 
lefs  humanity,  between  man  and 
man,  was  absolutely  impoflible.  Sa¬ 
vage  ferocity  feemed  to  poftefs  the 
minds  of  the  combatants,  who,  in 
their  thirlft  for  victory,  were  almoft 
tranfported  to  madnefs;  and  Pick¬ 
ard,  in  particular,  v/as  fo  dreadfully 
mauled  about  the  face,  that  it  would 
have  been  impoflible  for  him  to  be 
recognized  by  his  moft  intimate 
friends.  In  this  fituation  he  reluct¬ 
antly  refigned  the  palm  of  victory  to 
George  the  brewer. 


Account  of  their  Majefiied  Journey  to 
Weymouth  and  Plymouth. 

Thurfday,  June  25. 

THEIR  Majefties,  with  the 
three  deleft  Princeftes,  (Prin- 
cefis  Royal,  Augufta,  and  Elizabeth) 
left  Windier  about  feven  in  the 

morning, 
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morning,  on  their  journey  to  Wey¬ 
mouth  ;  and  at  ten  minutes  after 
three  in  the  afternoon  arrived  at 
Lyndhurft,  in  perfect  health. — In 
their  way.  Sir  Charles  Mills,  who 
holds  the  manor  of  Langley  on  con¬ 
dition  of  prefenting  t  he  King  with  a 
brace  of  white  greyhounds  with  Jil- 
•ver  collars ,  coupled  with  a  gold 
chain,  and  led  with  a  filken  firing, 
whenever  his  Ma jelly  paffes  through 
the  foreft,  waited  on  his  Majefty, 
and  performed  the  covenant.  In  like 
manner  all  the  keepers,  in  their  green 
uniform,  with  round  hats  laced  with 
gold,  decorated  with  ribands  in¬ 
scribed,  God  fa<ve  the  King ,  met 
their  Majefties  at  the  entrance  of  the 
forefl,  and  rode  with  them  to  the 
King’s  houfe.  The  concourfe  of  peo¬ 
ple  that  lined  the  road  was  aftonifh- 
jng.- — The  Duke  of  Gloucefter  re¬ 
ceived  their  Majefties  at  the  King’s 
houfe,  which  in  the  evening  was 
brilliantly  illuminated. 

Friday  26.  Their  Majefties  and 
the  royal  fuite  went  to  Southampton, 
and  were  received  by  the  corpora¬ 
tion  in  their  audit-houfe,  where  a 
very  elegant  addrpfs  wa$  read  to 
them. 

Fue f day  30.  Their  Majefties,  with 
their  fuite,  arrived  at  Weymouth 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
They  were  met  by  the  mayor,  al¬ 
dermen,  and  common  council,  walk¬ 
ing  in  proceffion,  with  colours  dy¬ 
ing,  and  a  band  of  mufic  playing 
God  fave  the  King.  At  their  arrival 
at  Gloucefter-lodge,  a  royal  falute 
of  21  guns  was  given  from  the  men 
of  war  lying  in  the  road,  and  return¬ 
ed  from  the  royal  battery  on  the 
Efplanade. 

In  the  evening  general  illuminati¬ 
ons  took  place  ;  and  the  day  follow¬ 
ing,  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen, 
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and  common  council,  waited  on  his 
Majefty  with  an  addrefs,  and  were 
all  gracioufly  received. 

Fuefday  July  7.  His  Majefty 
bathed  in  the  fea  for  the  firft  time. 

Fhurfday  9.  The  Magnificent 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Port  land-road. 
— -O11  her  arrival  was  difplayed  a 
moft  fplendid  naval  exhibition.  A 
little  before  five  o’clock,  four  barges, 
rowed  by  ten  men  each,  and  two 
cutters  manned  with  eight  each,  all 
in  uniform,  were  feen  coming  from 
Portland-road.  to  the  Pier  in  the  bay, 
each  commanded  by  an  officer. — At 
fix  their  Majefties,  the  Princeffes 
with  their  fuit,  embarked  on  board 
the  barges,  and  were  rowed  into 
Portland  road.  The  barge  that  car¬ 
ried  their  Majefties,  was  the  Duke 
of  Clarence’s,  fent  on  purpofe  from 
Portfmouth  for  their  accommodation. 
She  was  fleered  by  the  firft  lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  Magnificent.  As  foon  as 
their  Majefties  turned  Portland  Point, 
in  full  view  of  the  fhips  of  war,  a 
royal  falute  of  21  guns  from  each, 
took  place. — The  king,  ftnee  he 
bathed,  finds  his  health  confiderably 
improved. — -He  ufually  rifes  at  fix, 
walks  the  Parade  till  eight,  takes 
breakfaft  before  ten,  rides  till  three, 
dines  at  four,  and  refurnes  the  pro¬ 
menade  with  the  Queen  and  Prin- 
cedes  till  late  in  the,  evening,  pro-r 
vided  the  weather  is  fine. 

Monday  13.  Their  Majefties,  not- 
withftanding  the  rain  and  rough  wea-r 
ther,  went  in  their  barge,  attended 
by  fome  other  barges,  and  made  a 
fhort  excurfion  round  the  bay  5  their 
plan  was  to  have  boarded  the  Souths 
ampton  frigate,  which,  however, 
they  found  impracticable.  At  half 
after  three  they  returned,  and  land-r 
ed  at  the  Pier. 

Fhurfday  14.  On  a  fignal  given, 

their 
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their  Majefties,  with  the  Princeftes, 
embarked  at  the  quay,  and  were 
rowed  round  the  Magnificent  on 
board  the  Southampton.  Both  thefe 
fhips  were  manned,  and  richly  dreff- 
ed,  and  made  a  fine  appearance. 
Very  foon  after  the  royal  vifitors 
were  on  board,  the  Southampton 
weighed,  and  flood  out  of  the  bay 
for  the  channel.  After  failing  round 
Portland,  and  in  the  mouth  of  the 
channel,  at  half  pafl  two  their  Majef- 
ties  returned,  and  landed  at  the  Pier. 

Wednefday.  15.  Their  Majefties, 
in  the  evening,  went  to  the  play. 
Mr.  Hughes,  the  manager,  intended 
erecting  a  fuperb  box  for  the  royal 
family  ;  but  Iheir  Majefties  with 
great  condefcenfion  forbad  it.  Three 
rows  were  therefore  raifed  in  front 
for  their  accommodation  -  and  over 
the  centre  was  placed  a  beautiful 
canopy  of  crimfon  fatin,  richly 
fringed  with  gold,  which  had  a  very 
good  effed. 

CT hurfday  16.  Their  Majefties 
rifted  the  fine  feat  of  Mr.  Pitt,  at 
Kingfton,  near  Dorchefter.  In  the 
evening  they  went  on  board  the 
Magnificent  in  the  bay. 

Monday  zo.  Their  Majefties  em¬ 
barked  very  early  in  their  boats,  to 
go  on  board  the  Southampton,  which 
they  accomplifhed  about  ten,  though 
It  blew  frefh  with  a  hollow  fea.  The 
frigate  on  their  entrance  inftantly  put 
to  fea,  and  was  hull  down  by  one. 
The  King  and  PrincefTes  experienced 
little  or  no  inconvenience  from  being 
far  out  to  fea ;  but  her  Majefty  was 
very  fea-ftck,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  file  kept  from  fainting 
till  fhe  reached  the  fhore,  when  fhe 
landed  about  three,  not  quite  fo  well 
finished  with  this  trip  as  with  her 
former  manpe  excurfiqns.- — -The 


Princeftes  bore  the  rolling  of  the  fea 
with  aftonifhing  firmnefs. 

T uefday  2 1 .  Notwithftanding  her 
Majefty’s  indifpofition  the  day  before, 
fhe  was  not  fo  much  daunted  as  to 
truft  his  Majefty  to  the  perils  of  the 
fea  without  her  friendly  care.  At 
eleven  their  Majefties  went  again  in 
their  barges  from  the  new  pier,  on 
board  the  Southampton,  when  fhe 
weighed  and  flood  out  for  the  chan¬ 
nel.  After  a  pleafant  trip  of  five 
hours,  they  returned,  and  were 
landed  at  the  pier,  whence  they 
walked  to  Gloucefter-houfe  to  din¬ 
ner. 

Wednefday  22.  His  Majefty  ba¬ 
thed  in  the  fea  early,  and  walked  on 
the  fands  till  breakfaft.  Soon  after 
ten  the  Royal  Family  with  their  at¬ 
tendants  embarked  on  "board  the 
Southampton,  which  loon  weighed 
and  put  to  fea,  with  a  fmart  breeze 
at  S.  W.  After  a  cruize  of  feveral 
hours,  on  an  unruffled  ocean,  they 
put  back  by  her  Majefty’s  defire. 

Friday  24.  The  royal  party  went 
on  board  the  Magnificent  in  the  Bay , 
where  they  lay  at  anchor  till  two 
o'clock,  while  the  Southampton 
kept  manoeuvring  round  the  men  of 
war. 

Monday  Aug .  3.  His  Majefty 
having  fignified  his  pleafure  to  make 
his  long-intended  vifit  to  Lulworth 
caftle,  the  ancient  and  hofpi table 
feat  of  Mr.  Weld,  the  Southampton 
was  got  in  readinefs  to  convey  their 
Majefties  and  fuite  to  that  delightful 
feat ;  but  both  wind  and  tide  prov¬ 
ing  contrary,  they  were  more  than 
fix  hours  on  their  paftage.  At  four 
in  the  afternoon,  the  company  were 
fafely  landed  on  the  beach,  and  con¬ 
veyed  in  their  own  carriages  [two 
miles]  to  the  caftle.  As  foon  as  they 

approached 
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approached  the  gate,  they  were  met 
by  the  country-people  for  fome  miles 
round,  affembled  in  fporting  groups 
about  the  caftle,  with  mufic  playing, 
in  the  higheft  extafy  of  joy  •  and, 
on  their  entrance,  were  received 
with  the  utmoft  politenefs  by  Mr. 
Weld  and  family.  On  afcending 
the  fteps,  eight  of  the  children, 
drelfed  in  uniform,  and  placed  one 
above  another,  joined  in  chorus, 
tinging  “  God  fave  the  King,”  as 
their  Majefties  entered  the  veftibule. 
Their  Majefties,  highly  gratified, 
ftaid  and  partook  of  an  elegant  col¬ 
lation,  ferved  in  new  gilt  plate,  and 
difplayed  in  the  higheft  tafte.  Tliey 
then  were  conduced  to  the  beautiful 
chapel,  where  they  heard  an  an¬ 
them  performed  in  fo  excellent  a 
ftyle,  that  their  Majefties  could  not 
help  expreffing  their  approbation  of 
the  performers',  both  vocal  and  in- 
ftrumental.  The  guns  of  the  caftle 
fired  a  royal  falute  both  on  their 
Majefties  approach,  and  at  their  de¬ 
parture  :  und  though  they  were  fix 
hours  in  beating-up,  they  were  not 
more  than  two  on  their  return. 
Their  Majefties  were  landed  at  the 
pier  at  W eymouth  at  a  quarter  after 
nine,  in  high  fpirits,  having  eat, 
drunk,  and  lung,  the  whole  trip. 

Tuefday  4.  The  Royal  Family 
left  Weymouth  early,  in  order  to 
vifit  Sherborn  caftle,  the  feat  of  Lord 
Digby.  > 

Saturday  8.  At  eight  o’clock  the 
Privy-council  met  at  Gloucefter- 
houle,  which  did  not  break  up  till 
twelve  ;  after  which  their  Majefties, 
accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Leeds, 
took  a  iliort  trip  at  fea,  in  the  South¬ 
ampton,  for  three  hours  ;  und  in  the 
evening  the  whole  Court  went  to  the 
play.  This  day  a  long  lift  of  pro¬ 
motions  took  place  in  Council. 


Sunday  9.  The  Royal  Family  at¬ 
tended  divine  ftrvice  in  the  morning, 
accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Leeds, 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  1110ft  of  the  minifters 
who  compofed  the  Privy-council  the 
day  before.  In  the  evening  they 
went  to  Stacie’s  rooms,  and  continued 
there  till  a  late  hour. 

‘lhurfday  13.  Their  Majefties, 
with  their  whole  fuit,  fet  off  for 
Plymouth  ;  for  which  port  the  South¬ 
ampton  fet  fail  the  fame  day. 

On  their  arrival  at  Exeter,  in  the 
evening,  they  were  met  at  the  bounds 
of  the  city  by  the  Mayor  and  Cor¬ 
poration,  with  an  excellent  band  of 
mufc  •  and,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
city,  the  King  was  prefen  ted  with 
the  keys,  which  his  Majefty  politely 
returned,  faying.  “  'They  are  al¬ 
ready  in  very  good  hands.”  The 
Royal  Family  were  then  conducted 
to  the  Deanery,  where,  after  brew¬ 
ing  themfelves  at  the  windows,  to 
gratify  the  eager  curioftty  of  the  po¬ 
pulace,  they  partook  of  an  elegant 
fupper  provided  for  them  by  the 
Dean. 

Friday  14.  About  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  Mayor  and  Cor¬ 
poration  attended  with  an  addrefs, 
followed  by  an  addrefs  from  the 
clergy  of  the  diocefe.  Thefe  cere¬ 
monies  over,  the.  Royal  Party  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  view  the  cathedral,  where 
the  organ  was  touched  by  Mr.  Jack- 
fon,  and  the  choir  fung  Fe  Deum 
laudamus  in  a  mafterly  ftyle.  They 
then,  attended  by  the  Mayor,  Dean, 
&c.  proceeded  to  view  every  thing 
curious  or  intereftin?  that  was  to  be 

O 

feen,  and  returned  to  dine  at  the 
Dean’s. 

In  their  journey,  on  Thurfday,  at 
Axminfter,  they  flopped  to  fee  the 
carpet  manufactory,  and  were  fhewn 
the  whole  procefs.  The  Queen 
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gave  orders  for  feveral  pieces,  and 
a  handiome  fum  was  left  to  be  diftri- 
feuted  among  the  work-people. 

Saturday  15.  The  Royal  Family, 
with  their  fuit,  fet  off  for  Plymouth, 
about  nine  in  the  morning  5  and 
about  three  in  the  afternoon  reached 
Saltram-hoiife,  the  feat  of  Lord  Bo- 
1'ingdon,  near  Plymouth.  Their  ar¬ 
rival  was  announced  by  a  royal  fa- 
lute.  In  the  evening  Saltram-houfe 
was  brilliantly  illuminated. 

Monday  1 7.  Their  Majefties  and 
the  Princefies  left  Saltram-houfe 
about  nine  in  the  morning.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  town  of  Plymouth, 
they  were  received  under  a  trium¬ 
phal  arch  by  the  Mayor  and  Corpo¬ 
ration,  and  conducted  to  the  bottom 
of  Stonejhoufe-lane,  where  the  Cor¬ 
poration  took  leave. 

About  eleven  they  reached  the 
Dock,  where  they  were  received  by 
the  troops  in  garrifon,  and  faluted 
by  a  feu  de  joye .  The  cannon  on 
the  ramparts  were  bred,  and  were 
anfwered  by  another  falute  from  the 
fort  at  Plymouth.  Their  Majefties 
alighted  at  Commiffioner  Laforey’s 
in  the  Dock-yard,  where  they  were 
received  by  the  Earls  of  Chefterfield, 
Chatham,  and  Howe. 

After  taking  fome  refrefhment,  the 
Royal  Family  went  on  board  the  Im¬ 
pregnable,  of  90  guns.  Admiral  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton.  As  their  Ma¬ 
jefties  afcencled  the  Impregnable,  a 
royal  falute  was  fired,  as  well  from 
her  as  from  every  other  fhip  in  the 
harbour  and  in  the  Sound.  The  ci¬ 
tadel  and  frnall  forts  paid  the  fame 
refpett,  The  Lynx,  a  Dutch  fhip 
of  war  alfo  dreffed  fhip  and  faluted. 
Their  Majefties  flayed  on  board  near 
an  hour. 

»4s  foon  as  their  Majefties  put  off 
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from  the  Impregnable,  the  ftandard 
and  admiralty  flags  were  hauled 
down,  and  in  their  Head,  in  lefs  than 
a  minute,  the  fhip  was  dreffed  in  all 
tile  variegated  colours  that  the  world 
could  fupply. 

A  very  handfome  cutter,  rowed 
by  fix  fine  young  women,  and  fleer¬ 
ed  by  a  feveuth,  all  habited  in  loofe 
white  gowns,  with  nankeen  fafe- 
guards,  and  black  bonnets,  each 
wearing  a  faili  acrofs  her  fboulders 
of  royal  purple,  with  Long  live  their 
Majejlies !  in  gold,  accompanied 
the  royal  barge  till  it  returned  to 
fhore, 

At  half  after  three,  his  Majefty, 
the  Queen,  and  Princefies,  left  the 
Dock,  and  proceeded,  inflate- barges, 
up  Catwater  to  Saltram,  attended 
by  an  immenfe  number  of  floops, 
barges,  and  boats  $  the  fort,  all  the 
fhips  at  anchor,  and  laftly  all  the 
guns  in  the  park,  faluting  them  as 
they  pafled. 

fuefday  18.  This  day  the  Naval 
Review  took  place.— About  eight  in 
the  morning,  his  Majefty  was  rowed 
on  board  the  Southampton,  in  the 
Sound.  At  half  after  nine  the  South¬ 
ampton  got  under  way.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond  attended  in  his  yacht. 
In  a  few  minutes  the  firft  fhip  in  the 
fleet  appeared  off  Statton  Height, 
fleering  due  weft,  the  wind  eaft,  with 
two  points  to  the  fouth,  blowing  a 
gentle  breeze.  When  the  King’s 
fhip  had  weathered  Mowftone  Point, 
flie  defcried  the  whole  of  the  fleet, 
and  fired  one  gun.  At  this  time  the 
view  was  beautiful  beyond  defcrip- 
tion,  there  being  above  an  hundred 
different  veffels,  floops,  and  yachts 
in  motion,  and  the  fhore  covered 
with  fpe (Stators. 

The  fleet  formed  in  two  feparate 

lines 
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lines  of  battle.  Capt.  M‘Bride,  in 
the  Cumberland,  with  three  other 
fhips,  formed  a  line  a-head,  fup- 
pofed  for  the  enemy. 

Commodore  Good  all,  in  the  Car¬ 
natic,  formed  the  line  with  the  other 
fhips.  As  foon  as  he  got  up  with 
the  enemy’s  rear,  he  engaged. 

The  next  fhip  palled  to  windward, 
and  attacked  the  next  fhip  a-head, 
and  fo  till  the  rear  fhip  of  the  Bri- 
tiili  line  v/as  oppolite  the  van  of  the 
enemy. 

When  the  Southampton  came  in 
full  view  of  the  fleet,  a  general  fa- 
lute  took  place  ;  after  this  ceremony 
v/as  ended,  and  the  Captains  having 
been  introduced  to  his  Majefty,  as 
he  palTed  the  line  of  battle,  the  dif- 
politiops  were  made  for  an  action 
between  the  two  diviiions.  The 
Magnificent  had  by  this  time  joined 
the  fecond  line.  After  manoeuvring 
for  fome  time  upon  different  tacks, 
in  order  to  bring  each  other  to  ac¬ 
tion,  the  engagement  began  with  a 
moll  furious  cannonade  between  the 
two  Commanders  ;  the  others  fpee- 
dily  joined  in  the  thundering  fefti- 
vity. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
both  fleets  wearing  weftwarcl,  the 
firlt  line  gave  way,  and  were  furi- 
oufly  alfailed  by  the  fecond,  and  co¬ 
vered  in  their  flight  by  Capt.  M‘Bride, 
the  Commodore.  The  people  on 
iliore  conceived  it  was  all  over,  but 
they  were  miftaken,  for  the  French 
line  (as  it  was  called)  wore  upon  the 
larboard  tack,  and  faced  the  Eng- 
lifh  with  redoubled  vigour.  This 
continued  until  half  after  one,  when 
they  were  a  fecond  time  obliged  to 
give  way. 

His  Majefty  returned,  highly 
pleafed  with  his  excurfton,  about 
half  after  three,  under  a  falute  of 
the  fort,  &c. 


< Thiirfday  20.  His  Majefty,  un¬ 
accompanied  by  any  of  the  Royal 
Family,  left  Saltrain,  and  went  to 
the  Victualling  Office,  to  examine 
the  ftate  of  the  provilions.  He  or¬ 
dered  a  calk  to  be  opened,  and  a 
piece  to  be  taken  out,  and  lent  to 
Saltram,  for  his  own  tailing.  He 
then  vifited  the  Lower  Fort,  the  ci¬ 
tadel,  the  ramparts,  the  ftorehoufe, 
and  laft  of  all  the  fubterraneous 
works,  the  mines,  &c.  in  which  no 
perfon  but  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
Lord  George  Lenox  (the  Governor), 
and  the  Chief  Engineer,  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  accompany  him.  When 
he  mounted  the  upper  part  of  the 
garrifon,  he  was  received  by  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation,  the  Inva¬ 
lids,  and  a  detachment  of  the  South 
Devon  militia,  their  mufic  playing 
“  God  fave  the  Kings”  and  who  at- , 
tended  in  his  walk  round  the  ram- , 
parts.  When  he  came  to  the  Go- : 
vernor’s  houfe,  the  Mayor  and  Cor¬ 
poration  were  admitted  to  the  Royal . 
prefence,  and  a  dutiful  and  loyaL 
add  refs  was  prefented,  and  moft  gra- 
cioufly  received.  The  Corporation 
had  the  honour  of  kiffing  hands.' 
His  Majefty  left  the  fort,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  by  water  to  the  Gun  Wharf, 
and  furveyed  the  ordnance. 

Friday  21.  Their  Majefties  vi~ 
lited  Mount  Edgcumbe. — On  their 
landing,  lixteen  young  maidens,  drelF 
ed  in  white,  preceded  the  Royal 
Pair,  ftrewing  rofes,  carnations,  and- 
myrtles  ;  and  when  they  came  to  the 
fteps  that  lead  to  the  grand  arcade, 
each  maiden,  on  her  knee,  prefented 
a  curious  flower  to  their  Majefties, 
which  was  gracioufly  received.  The 
dinner  and  defert  were  fumptuous 
and  elegant. 

At  fix  the  King  retired,  and  took 
water  accompanied  by  a  large  fleet 

oh 
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©f  boats  ancl  barges,  and  was  rowed 
through  the  Sound  of  Sal  tram. 

Saturday  22.  The  Royal  Family 
viftted  Marflow,  the  feat  of  Mr. 
Hayward,  fituated  cn  the  banks  of 
the  Tamar.  The  woods  belonging 
to  this  gentleman  extend  nearly  three 
miles  down  the  river,  in  the  moil 
linking  and  romantic  fttu&tions.  Se¬ 
veral  new  roads  were  cut  through 
thefe  woods,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  Royal  Vilitors,  who  fpent  two 
hours  in  admiration  of  their  beau¬ 
ties,  and  repeated  their  viftt  on  Mon¬ 
day  the  24th. 

The  two  following  days  were 
fpent  in  exploring  the  courfe  of  the 
Tamar.  On  W ednefday,  they  land¬ 
ed  at  Kitley,  an  ancient  feat  of  the 
’  Edgecumbe  family,  fituated  about 
fourteen  miles  up  the  Tamar.  Tri- 
.umphal  cars,  with  four  wheels  each, 
■and  two  ponies,  were  provided  to 
‘convey  their  Majefties  and  the  Prin- 
Vefles  to  the  caftle,  which  ilands  on 
'a  proud  eminence,  about  a  quarter 
3 of  a  mile  from  the  banks  of  the  river, 
JOn  their  arrival  at  the  outer  gate 
3 21  pateraroes  were  fired.  After 
Viewing  the.ancient  curiofities  of  the 
Jcaftle,  amongil  which  are  foveral 
^pieces  of  old  armour,  and  partak¬ 
ing  of  fome  refreftiment,  the  whole 
party  reimbarked,  and  returned  to 
|Saitram  at  two  in  the  afternoon, 
uighly  gratified  by  the  novelty  of  the 
ffreili-water  navigation. 

1  The  next  morning  they  left  Sal- 
[tram,  on  their  return  to  Weymouth. 
‘Before  his  Majefty’s  departure,  he 
Was  graeioufiy  pleafed  to  confer  the 
'honour  of  knighthood  on  Thomas 
bayard,  Efq;  Captain  of  the  Im¬ 
pregnable,  who  had  the  honour  to 
*leer  his  Majefty’s  barge  in  his  ex- 
mrfions  during  his  flay  at  this  port. 

Friday  28.  Their  Majeflies  ar- 
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rived  at  Weymouth  ;  where  Lord 
Thurlow,  and  feveral  other  great 
officers  of  ftate  waited  to  attend  the 
King  in  Council. 

Monday  3T.  The  weather,  which 
for  fome  days  pafl  had  proved  unfa¬ 
vourable,  cleared-up  j  and  their  Ma¬ 
jefties  recommenced  their  fea  eXcur- 
fions. 

The  Queen  this  day  preferred  to 
Captain  Douglas,  a  fmall  gold  me¬ 
dallion  of  the  fhip  he  commands,  to 
be  given  by  him  to  Mrs.  Douglas,  as 
an  ornament  to  be  worn  about  her 
neck;  and  v/hich  the  ladies  of  her 
Majefty’s  fuit  are  liketvife  in  poftef- 
lion  of.  1 

Friday  4.  His  Majefty  bathed, 
and  afterwards  took  his  ufual  exer- 
cife  on  horl'eback.  In  this  excursion 
he  was  overtaken  by  a  fmart  fhower, 
and  returned  dripping  wet  j  but  for-* 
tunately  took  no  cold. 

Saturday  3.  The  whole  Royal 
Family,  with  their  fuit,  made  an 
agreeable  trip,  on  board  the  South¬ 
ampton  ;  and  were  fo  Well  fatisfied 
with  their  excurfion,  that  they  ex¬ 
tended  the  ufual  diftance,  and  ex¬ 
ceeded  confiderably  the  wonted  time 
of  their  return.  Notwithftanding 
which,  they  honoured  the  theatre 
with  their  prefence  in  the  evening, 
when  Mr.  Chalmers,  from  the  Dub¬ 
lin  theatre,  made  his  firft  appearance, 
in  the  character  of  Marplot,  and  was 
favourably  received. 

Sunday  6.  The  Royal  Family  at¬ 
tended  divine-fervice  on  board  the 
Magnificent.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Clif- 
ton  officiated,  and  delivered  an  ex¬ 
cellent  difcourfe  on  the  quarter- 
deck,  of  which  the  King,  Queen, 
and  Royal  Family,  occupied  the  {lar¬ 
board  fide,  under  the  quarter-deck 
awning.  The  larboard,  or  left, 
contained  the  Noblefte.  In  the  cen- 
\  •  tre 
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tre  of  the  quarter-deck  fat  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  fhip  ;  and  behind  them 
were  placed  the  fliip’s  company  and 
marines,  who  formed  themfelves  into 
a  crefcent. 

As  foon  as  fervice  was  over,  their 
Ma jellies  went  forward  to  the  cler¬ 
gyman,  and  thanked  him  for  his  fer- 
mon,  and  the  Queen  expreffed  her 
wiili  to  have  it  tranfcribed. — The 
Princefs  Elizabeth,  with  her  wonted 
good-humour  and  affability,  went  to 
the  foremoll  part  of  the  gangway, 
for  the  curiofity  of  feeing  the  fea- 
men’s  dinner  ferved  to  them  ;  where 
ihe  remained  near  ten  minutes, 
feemingly  highly  delighted. 

At  two  o’clock,  his  Majelly,  af¬ 
ter  partaking  of  fome  refreiliments  in 
the  great  cabin,  defired  his  boat 
might  be  manned  ;  when  the  fame 
etiquette  took  place  as  on  hi sentre-, 
viz.  manning  the  yards  and  cheer¬ 
ing* 

Monday  7.  Their  Majellies  vifit- 
ed  Milton  Abbev,  and  were  received 
at  the  entrance  by  Lord  Milton  and 
Mifs  Darner.  Green  baize,  llrewed 
with  flowers,  was  fpread  from  the 
carriage  to  the  houfe.  The  Prin¬ 
cefs  Royal,  Lady  Courtoun,  and 
Mifs  Darner,  got  into  an  open  car¬ 
riage,  drawn  by  fix  grey  ponies, 
mounted  by  three  pollillions.  The 
Princeffes  Augulla  and  Elizabeth, 
with  Lady  Waldegrave,  accompa¬ 
nied  them  in  the  fame  kind  of  vehi¬ 
cle.  His  Majelly,  Lord  Milton,  and 
attendants,  rode  on  horfeback.  They 
went  round  the  grounds,  and  viewed 
the  lurrounding  country.  The  com¬ 
pany  returned  about  four  o’clock  to 
dinner,  which  yvas  fumptuous  and 
elegant,  and  worthy  of  the  Royal 
Guells.  Their  Majellies  left  the 
Lodge  about  half  after  fix,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  ,Glouceller-lodge  at  half 


after  nine,  well  pleafed  with  their 
vifit.  ;  '' 

Tuefday  8.  In  the  . evening,  a  fe- 
letl  party  met  at  Gloucefter-houfe, 
by  invitation  of  their  Majellies,  to 
dance  and  fup.  The  Noblemen 
who  had  the  honour  of  Handing  up 
with  the  Princeffes  were  the  Lords 
W  ellmorland,  Chatham,  Cheffer- 
field,  and  Courtoun ;  ten  couple 
were  as  many  as  they  could  muHer, 
and  they  did  not  break  up  till  near 
three  in  the  morning.  This  fellival 
was  in  celebration  of  their  Majellies 
marriage,  it  being  the  armiverfary 
of  that  happy  event. 

The  three  following  days  were 
fpent  in  excurfions  upon  the  fea  on 
board  the  Southampton ;  and  his 
Majelly  was  pleafed  to  confer  the 
honour  of  knighthood  on  Andrew 
Snape  Douglas,  captain  of  the  South¬ 
ampton  frigate. 

Monday  14.  This  day  the  Royal 
Family  took  their  departure  from 
Weymouth.  On  the  King’s  llepping 
into  his  coach,  the  guns  from  the 
battery  were  fired,  and  the  falute 
returned  by  the  Magnificent  and 
Southampton,  with  every  iliip  in  the 
harbour. 

In  the  evening,  the  Royal  Family 
arrived  at  Longleat,  the  feat  of  the 
Marquis  of  Bath,  where  they  relied 
during  the  night,  and  the  next  day 
were  entertained  with  viewing  the 
delightful  profpefls  that  every  where 
furround  that  beautiful  manfion. 

On  the  j6th,  they  fat  out  from 
Longleat,  about  eleven  o’clock,  and 
arrived  at  Tottenham  Park,  the  feat 
of  Lord  Aylefbury,  about  four  in  the 
afternoon.  Here  they  were  not  lefs 
magnificently  received,  nor  lefs  alfi- 
duoufiy  attended.  Whatever  could 
charm  the  eye,  or  gratify  talle, 
abounded  here  in  full  profufiori. 

Or> 
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On  tlie  17th,  they  left  Tottenham 
Park  about  ten  in  the  morning  •  and, 
On  the  1 8th,  their  Majefties  and 
Frinceftes  arrived  at  Windfor,  about 
three  in  the  afternoon,  in  full  health, 
and  joyous  fpirits. 


Correct  and  authentic  Copies  of  the 
j Twelve  Proportions ,  fubmitted,  on 
Tuefday  Evening,  by  Mr.  Wilber- 
force,  to  the  Con  ft  deration  of  the 
Committee ,  to  venom  the  Report  of 
the  Privy  Council ,  various  Petiti¬ 
ons  for  the  Abolition  of  the  SLAVE 
TRADE ,  and  other  Papers  relative 
thereto ,  had  been  referred :  vuhich 
Propofitions  nvere,  by  Confent ,  or¬ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  Table . 

I 

THAT  the  number  of  Haves 
annually  carried  from  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  in  Britifti  velfels,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  amount  to  about  38,000. 

That  the  number  annually  carried 
to  the  Britilh  Weft-India  Wands  has 
amounted  to  about  22,500,  on  an 
average  of  four  years,  to  the  year 
1787  inclufive. 

That  the  number  annually  retained 
in  the  faid  illands,  as  far  as  appears 
by  the  cuftom-houfe  accounts,  has 
amounted,  on  the  fame  average,  to 
about  17,500. 

'  "  II. 

That  much  the  greater  number  of 
the  Negroes  carried  away  by  Euro¬ 
pean  velfels  are  brought  from  the  in¬ 
terior  parts  of  the  continent  of  Africa, 
and  many  of  them  from  a  very  great 
diftance. 

That  no  precife  information  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  obtained  of  the 
manner  in  which  thcfe  perfons  have 
been  made  Haves. 
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But  that  from  the  accounts,  as 
far  as  any  have  been  procured  on 
this  fubjed,  with  rcfped  to  the  Haves 
brought  from  the  interior  parts  of 
Africa.,  and  from  the  information 
which  has  been  received  refpeding 
the  countries  nearer  to  the  coaft,  the 
Haves  may  in  general  be  clalfed  under 
fome  of  the  following  defcriptions  : 

1  ft.  Prifoners  taken  in.  war. 

2d.  Free  perfons  fold  for  debt,  or 
on  account  of  real  or  imputed  crimes, 
particularly  adultery  and  witchcraft, 
in  which  cafes  they  are  frequently 
fold  with  their  whole  families,  and 
fometimes  for  the  profit  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  are  condemned. 

3dly.  Domeftic  Haves  fold  for  the 
profit  of  their  matters,  in  fome  places 
at  the  will  of  the  matters,  and  in 
fome  places  on  being  condemned  by 
them,  for  real  or  imputed  crimes. 

4th.  Perfons  made  Haves  by  vari¬ 
ous  ads  of  opprefiion,  violence,  or 
fraud,  committed  either  by  the 
princes  and  chiefs  of-  thofe  countries 
on  their  fubjeds,  or  private  indivi¬ 
duals  on  each  other,  or  laftly  by 
Europeans,  engaged  in  this  traffic. 

III. 

That  the  trade  carried  on  by  Eu¬ 
ropean  nations  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
for  the  purchafe  of  Haves,  fias  necef- 
farily  a  tendency  to  occafion  frequent 
and  cruel  wars  among  the  natives, 
to  produce  unjuft  convidions  and 
punifhments  for  pretended  or  aggra¬ 
vated  crimes,  to  encourage  ads  of 
opprefiion,  violence,  and  fraud,  and 
to  obftrud  the  natural  courfe  of  civi¬ 
lization  and  improvement  in  thofe 
countries. 

IV. 

That  the  continent  of  Africa,  in 
its  prefent  ftate,  furnifihes  feveral 

valuable 
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valuable  articles  of  commerce,  high¬ 
ly  important  to  the  trade  and  manu¬ 
factures  of  this  kingdom,  anti  which 
are  in  a  great  meafure  peculiar  to 
that  quarter  of  the  globe.  And  t  hat 
the  foil  and  climate  have  been  found 
by  experience  well  adapted  to  the 
production  of  other  articles,  with 
which  we  are  now  either  wholly  or 
in  a  great  part  fupplied  by  foreign 
nations. 

That  an  extenfive  commerce  with 
Africa  in  thefe  commodities  might 
probably  be  fubftituted  in  the  place 
of  that  which  is  now  carried  on  in 
Haves,  fo  as  at  lead  to  afford  a  return 
for  the  fame  quantity  of  goods  as  has 
annually  been  carried  thither  in  Bri- 
tifli  veffels  :  and  laftly,  that  luch  a 
commerce  might  reafonably  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  increafe  in  proportion  to  the 
progrefs  of  civilization  and  improve¬ 
ment  on  that  continent. 

V. 

That  the  Slave  tracie  has  been 
found  by  experience  to  be  peculiarly 
injurious  and  deflruCtive  to  the  Bri- 
tiih  feamen,  who  have  been  employ¬ 
ed  therein.  And  that  the  mortality 
among  them  has  been  much  greater 
than  in  his  Majeftv’s  fliips  ftationed 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  than  has 
been  ufual  in  Britifli  veiTels  employed 
in  any  other  trade. 

VI. 

That  the  mode  pf  tranfporting  the 
(laves  from  Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
neceflarily  expofes  them  to  many  and 
grievous  bufferings,  for  which  no  re¬ 
gulations  can  provide  an  adequate 
remedy ;  and  that  in  confequence 
thereof,  a  large  proportion  of  them 
Ijas  annually  periilied  during  the 
voyage. 

VII. 

.  That  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Haves  fo  tranfported  has  rJfo  periih- 
Vol  XXXI. 


eel  in  the  harbours  in  the  Weft  In 
dies,  previous  to  their  being  fold  •' 
That  this  lofs  is  ftated  by  the  aftem- 
bly  of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  at  about 
four  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  the  num¬ 
ber  imported  ;  and  is  by  medical 
perfons  of  experienojj  in  that  ifiand 
aferibed  in  great  meafure  to  difeafes 
contracted  during  the  voyage,  and 
to  the  mode  of  treatment  on  board 
the  fliips,  by  which  thofe  difeafes 
have  been  fupprefted  for  a  time, 
in  order  to  render  the  Haves  fit  for 
immediate  fale. 

VIII. 

That  the  lofs  of  newly-imported 
negroes,  within  the  firft  three  years 
after  their  importation,  bears  a  large 
proportion  to  the  whole  number  im¬ 
ported. 

That  the  natural  increafe  of  popu¬ 
lation  among  the  Haves  in  the  iflands 
appears  to  have  been  impeded  prin¬ 
cipally  by  the  following  caufes. 

i  ft.  The  inequality  of  the  fexes  in 
the  importations  from  Africa. 

2d.  The  general  dilfolutenefs  of 
manners  among  the  Haves,  and  the 
want  of  proper  regulations  for  the 
encouragement  of  marriages,  and  of 
rearing  children. 

3d.  The  particular  difeafes  which 
are  prevalent  among  them,  and  which 
are  in  fome  inftances  attributed  to  too 
fevere  labour,  or  rigorous  treatment, 
and  in  others  too  infufiicient  or  im¬ 
proper  food. 

4th.  Thofe  difeafes  which  affeCt 
a  large  proportion  of  negro  children 
in  their  infancy,  and  thofe  to  which 
the  negroes  newly  imported  from 
Africa  have  been  found  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  liable. 

X. 

That  the  whole  number  of  the 
Haves  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  in 
[T1  1768, 
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1768,  was  about  —  167,000 

That  the  number  in  1774 
was,  as  ftated  by  Go¬ 
vernor  Keith,  about—  193,000 
And  that  the  number  in 
December  1787,  as 
ftated  by  Lieut.  Gover¬ 
nor  Clarke,  was  about  256,000 
That  by  comparing  thefe  numbers 
with  the  numbers  imported  into  and 
retained  in  the  ifland  in  the  feveral 
years  from  1768  to  1774  incluftve, 
as  appearing  from  the  accounts  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Committee  of  'Trade 
by  Mr.  Fuller,  and  in  the  feveral 
years- from  1775  incluftve,  to  1787 
alfo  incluftve,  as  appearing  by  the 
accounts  delivered  in  by  the  Infpec- 
tor  General,  and  allowing  for  a  lofs 
of  about  1  -22d  part  by  deaths  on 
ft  lip-board  after  entry,  as  ftated  in 
the  reports  of  the  Affembly  of  the 
faid  ifland  of  Jamaica,  it  appears, 
that  the  annual  excefs  of  deaths 
above  births  in  the  ifland,  in  the 
whole  period  of  19  years,  has  been 
in  the  proportion  of  7~8ths  per  cent, 
computing  on  the  medium  number  of 
Haves  in  the  ifland  during  that  pe¬ 
riod.  That  in  the  firfc  ftx  years  of 
the  faid  nineteen,  the  excefs  of  deaths 
was  in  the  proportion  of  rather  more 
than  one  on  every  hundred  on  the 
medium  number.  That  in  the  laft 
thirteen  years  of  the  faid  nineteen, 
the  excefs  of  deaths  was  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  about  three-fifths  on  every 
hundred  on  the  medium  number : 
and  that  a  number  of  flaves,  amount¬ 
ing  to  15,000,  is  ftated  by  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  to  have 
periftied  during  the  latter  period, 
in  confequence  of  repeated  hurri¬ 
canes,  and  of  the  want  of  foreign 
fupplies  of  provisions. 

XI. 

That  the  whole  number  of  flaves 


in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes  was,  in 
the  year  1 764,  according  to  the  ac¬ 
count  given  in  to  the  Committee  of 
Trade  by  Mr.  Braith waite,  70,706 
That  in  1774,  the  number 

was,  by  the  fame  account  74,874 
In  1780,  by  ditto  —  —  68,270 

In  1781,  after  the  hurri¬ 
cane,  according  to  the 
fame  account  —  —  63,248 

In  1786,  by  ditto  —  —  62,115 

'T  hat  by  comparing  thefe  numbers 
with  the  number  imported  into  this 
ifland,  according  to  the  fame  ac¬ 
count,  (not  allowing  for  any  re-ex¬ 
portation)  that  the  annual  excefs  of 
deaths  above  births,  in  the  ten  years, 
from  1764  to  1774,.  was  in  the 
proportion  of  about  five  op  every 
hundred,  computing  on  the  medium 
number  of  flaves  in  the  ifland  ^during 
that  period. 

That  in  the  feven  years  from  1774 
to  1780,  both  incluftve,  the  excefs 
of  deaths  was  in  the  proportion  of 
about  one  and  one  third  on  every 
hundred  on  the  medium  number. 

That  between  the  year  1780  and 
1781,  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
decreafe  in  the  number  of  flaves  or 
about  5000. 

That  in  the  ftx  years  from  1781  to 
1786,  both  incluftve,  the  excefs  of 
deaths  was  in  the  proportion  of  ra¬ 
ther  lefs  than  feven-eighths  in  every 
hundred  on  the  medium  number. 

And  that  in  the  four  years  from 
1783  to  1786,  both  incluftve,  the 
excefs  of  deaths  was  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  rather  lefs  than  one  third  in 
every  hundred  on  the  medium  num¬ 
ber. 

And  that  during  the  whole  period 
there  is  no  doubt  that  fome  were 
exported  from  the  ifland,  but  confi- 
derably  more  in  the  firft  part  of  this 
period  than  in  the  laft. 


XII.  That 
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XII. 

That  the  accounts  from  the  lee¬ 
ward  iflands,  and  from  Dominica, 
Grenada,  and  St.  Vincent’s,  do  not 
furniiTi  fufficient  grounds  for  com¬ 
paring  the  ftate  of  population  in  the 
faid  iflands  at  different  periods,  with 
the  number  of  flaves  which  have 
been  from  time  to  time  imported  into 
the  faid  iflands,  and  exported  there¬ 
from. — But  that  from  the  evidence 
which  has  been  received  refpedting 
the  prefent  ftate  of  thefe  iflands,  as 
well  as  of  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes, 
and  from  a  conftderation  of  the  means 
of  obviating  the  caufes  which  have 
hitherto  operated  to  impede  the  na¬ 
tural  increafe  of  the  flaves,  and  of 
leflening  the  demand  for  manual  la¬ 
bour,  without  diminiftiing  the  profit 
of  the  planter,  it  appears  that  no 
confiderable  or  permanent  inconve¬ 
nience  would  refult  from  difcontinu- 
ing  the  farther  importation  of  African 
flaves. 


TH  E  public  ftatue  of  the  late 
Sir  G.  Savile,  Bart,  is  at 
length  finiilied,  and  eredted  in  York 
cathedral.  It  is  fixed  on  an  elegant 
marble  pedeftal,  fix  feet  high,  on 
the  frize  of  which  are  introduced  the 
emblems  of  Wifdom,  Fortitude,  and 
Eternity.  Sir  George  is  reprefented 
leaning  on  a  pillar,  holding  in  his 
right  hand  a  fcroll,  on  which  is  writ¬ 
ten,  1  he  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  York.  The  back  ground 
is  of  white  marble,  and  the  whole 
height  of  the  monument  is  fixtecn 
feetj  and  is  executed  in  fo  mafterly 
a  ftyle  as  to  do  great  credit  to  the 
ftatuary.  On  the  front  of  the  pedpf- 
tal  is  the  following  infcription : 


To  the  memory  of 
Sir  George  Savile,  Bart, 
who. 

In  five  fucceffive  parliaments, 
Reprefented  the  county  of 
York, 

The  public  love  and  efieemor  his 
Fellow  citizens 
Plave  decreed  this 
Monument. 

In  private  life  he  was  benevolent  and 
fin  cere  j 

His  charities  were  extenfive  and  fecret ; 
His  whole  heart  was  formed  on  principles 
Of  generofity,  mildnefs,  juftice,  and 
Univerfal  candour, 

In  public,  the  patron  of  every  national 
improvement  ; 

In  the  Senate,  incorrupt  ; 

In  his  commerce  with  the  world,  difin- 
terefted . 

By  genius  enlightened  in  the  means  of 
doing  good, 

He  wras  unwearied  in  doing  it. 

His  life  was  an  ornament  and  a  bleffing 
to  the  age  in  which  he  lived  5 
And,  after  death,  his 
Memory 

Will  continue  to  be  beneficial  to  man¬ 
kind,  by  holding  forth  an  example 
Of  pure  and  unaffected  virtue, 

Moll  worthy  of  imitation, 

To  the  lateft  pollerity. 

He  departed  this  life,  January  the  9th, 
17S4, 

In  the  58th  year  of  his  age, 
Beloved  and  lamented. 


Account  of  the  Opening  of  the  Acade¬ 
my  at  Windfor  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Halifax ,  Nav.  1 1 . 

N  Saturday  the  ift  of  this 
month/  the  Academy  at  Wind¬ 
for  was  opened  by  the  Right  Reve¬ 
rend  the  bifhop  of  Nova  Scotia. — A 
numerous  and  refpedtable  company, 
confiding  of  the  magiftrates  and  prin¬ 
cipal  gentlemen  of  the  county  of 
[Tz]  Hants, 
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Hants,  attended,  which  added  much 
to  the  folemnity  that  was  obferved 
on  an  occafion  fo  truly  pleafing  as  the 
founding  and  opening  the  firfl  pub¬ 
lic  feminary  for  learning  in  this  pro¬ 
vince. 

The  Bifhop  began  with  prayers, 
and  then  delivered  a  Latin  oration, 
in  which  he  pointed  out  the  many 
advantages  the  public  would  derive 
from  the  inftitution  :  and  feverally 
addreifed  the  magistrates,  the  tutors, 
and  the  Students. 

He  next  read  over  the  regulations 
that  were  eflablifhed  by  the  gentle¬ 
men  appointed  to  undertake  the  ge¬ 
neral  government  of  the  Academy — 
Thefe  regulations  are  well  calculated 
to  preferve  order,  to  enforce  dili¬ 
gence  in  the  tutors,  and  promote  ap¬ 
plication  and  improvement  in  the 
fludents  ;  and  the  books  to  be  read 
by  the  feveral  claffes  are  fpecified, 
being  the  fame  that  are  read  in  the 
heft  feminaries  in  England. 

Seventeen  Undents,  the  number 
then  prefent,  were  next  admitted 
into  the  Academy ;  and  the  Bifhop 
very  earneftly  addreifed  them  and 
the  tutors,  in  Englilh,  on  the  fub- 
je£t  of  their  refpeCtive  duties. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  Academy  be¬ 
ing  finifhed,  the  magistrates  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  county  of  Hants,  p re¬ 
lented  the  following  Addrefs  to  the 
8 i drop  : 

Right  Reverend  Sir, 

The  magiilrates  and  gentlemen 
who  have  the  honour  to  attend  you 
this  day,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Hants,  beg  leave 
to  exprefs  their  happinels  on  the  oc¬ 
cafion,  when  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
public  feminary  for  learning,  under 
your  guidance  and  government,  af¬ 
fords  them  the  comfort  and  hope, 
that  the  children,  as  wel|  as  in  ge¬ 
neral  the  youth  of  this  province,  will 


have  the  ineftimable  advantage  of 
fuch  education  as  forms  the  man  of 
learning,  with  the  fentiments  that 
diflinguifh  the  gentleman,  and  the 
morality  and  piety  of  the  true  Chrif* 
tian. 

Happy  as  the  occafion  is,  it  is  ren¬ 
dered  infinitely  more  fo  to  us,  as  well 
as  to  every  parent,  and  every  perfon 
in  the  diflriCt  we  reprefent,  by  the 
particular  fatisfa&ion  arifing  from  the 
influence  your  prefence  and  encou¬ 
ragement  has  had  with  all  dalles  of 
people  ;  and,  we  trull,  will  yield 
every  blelling  to  be  expected  from 
piety,  morality,  and  learning,  while 
the  charge  allotted  to  you  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  is  fupported  with  fuch  eminent 
abilities  and  zea]  for  the  public 
good. 

We  humbly  offer  our  gateful  thanks 
to  our  benign  Sovereign,  for  the  gra¬ 
cious  and  diflinguifhed  mark  of  his 
regard  for  this  province,  in  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  divine,  poffdlecj  of 
every  virtue  and  qualification,  to  in» 
fpire  univerfal  reverence,  affeCtion, 
and  love  of  religion,  as  Bifhop  of  this 
province,  to  fuperintend  this  efta- 
blidiment,  and  to  extend  the  light  of 
the  gofpel  among  his  faithful  fiubjeCts  : 
and  to  Heaven  we  offer  our  fervent 
prayer,  that  you  may  live  happy  to 
complete  the  work  you  have  begun, 
and  long  to  witnefs  the  comfort  and 
happinefs  of  all  who  benefit  by  thofe 
inftances  of  Royal  favour,  till  the 
Saviour,  whole  gofpel  you  teach, 
fliall  reward  your  merits  with  ever- 
lafting  blifs. 

To  which  the  Bifhop  returned  the 
following  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  feel  myfelf  exceedingly  obliged 
by  this  affectionate  and  polite  addrefs, 
for  which  be  pleafed  to  accept  of  my 
fineefeft  thanks. 

Permit  me  at  thq  fame  time  to  con¬ 
gratulate 
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gratulate  you  on  an  event  fo  ir.tereft- 
ing,  as  the  founding  and  opening  a 
public  feminary  of  learning  at  Wind¬ 
sor,  which  promifes  many  advantages 
to  the  province. 

This  inftitution,  and  its  concomi¬ 
tant  benefits,  originated  from  our 
nioffc  gracious  and  beloved  Sovereign, 
who,  among  other  inftances  of  his 
royal  attention  to  the  welfare  of  his 
faithful  fubjefts,  ftrongly  recommend¬ 
ed  the  meafure  ;  and  the  legiflature 
of  this  province,  with  a  promptnefs 
and  zeal  which  reflect  honour  on  all 
its  members,  inftantly  adopted,  and 
took  the  proper  fteps  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Royal  inftrudion— -Happy 
in  promoting  the  beneficent  views  of 
liis  Majefty,  and  in  co-operating  with 
ray  worthy  fellow-fubjefts  in  10  ufe- 
ful  a  defign,  I  endeavoured,  with  all 
good  faith  and  fincerity,  to  execute 
the  trull  repofed  in  me  ;  and  that  the 
bufinefs  is  happily  brought  to  its  pre- 
fent  llage,  is  greatly  owing  to  the 
ready  concurrence  and  aid  which  I 
received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  the  other 
gentlemen,  who,  with  me,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  late  Aft  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  to  undertake  the  general  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Academy.  The  ap¬ 
probation  which  you  are  pleafed  to 
bellow  on  my  conduct  is  very  flatter¬ 
ing,  and  will  ferve  to  flimulate  my 
future  exertions  in  the  fame  good 
caufe. 

To  you,  gentlemen,  it  would  be 
needlefs  to  enlarge  on  the  advantages 
of  literature  and  a  virtuous  educati¬ 
on,  as  you  appear  to  be  totally  fenfi- 
ble  of  them.  I  lhall  only  obferve, 
that  from  fcience  the  enlightened 
philofopher  derives  his  fuperiority 
over  the  untutored  favage,  and  that 
to  the  difeipline  and  inftrufliens  re¬ 
ceived  in  early  youth,  the  devout 


Chriftian  is  indebted,  next  to  God, 
for  thofe  enlarged  and  liberal  fenti- 
inents,  that  integrity  of  heart,  and 
glowing  ardourfor  the  good  of  others, 
which  place  him  fo  high  above  the 
ignorant,  vicious,  and  felfifh  part  ot 
mankind. 

As  this  Academy  is  fixed  in  your 
vicinity,  I  earnefily  recommend  it  to 
your  patronage  and  afliftalice  in  any 
difficulties  that  may  occafionally  aide. 
In  particular,  I  requell  the  worthy 
magiftrates  rigoroufly  to  enforce  the 
laws  againll  drunkennefs,  profane 
fwearing,  profanation  of  the  Lord’s 
day,  and  other  vices,  agreeable  to 
his  Majefty’s  late  proclamation,  that 
the  ftudents  may  not  be  injured  by 
bad  examples. 

It  is  unneceiTary  to  allure  you,  that 
I  feel  the  utinoft  anxiety  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  Academy.  May  the  Al¬ 
mighty  blefs  and  profper  it ! — may  it 
flourish,  and  become,  as  it  is  intend¬ 
ed,  a  public  bleffing ! — and  may  ufe- 
ful  learning,  pure  religion,  virtue, 
order,  and  loyalty,  flow  from  hence, 
as  from  a  common  fource,  and  exten- 
fively  diffufe  their  falutary  effefls 
through  every  part  of  the  province  ! 


Mr.  Burkes  Letter  to  Mr.  Montague, 
on  the  Subject  of  the  Cenfure  moved 
in  the  Houje  of  Commonsy  refpefting 
Words  fpoken  by  him  in  Wejlminjrer 
Hall. 

My  dear  Sir, 

WITH  the  confent,  as  you 
know,  and  the  approbation 
of  the  Committee,  I  am  refolved  to 
perfevere  in  the  refolution  I  had 
formed,  and  had  declared  to  the 
Houfe,  that  nothing  fliould  perfuade 
me,  upon  any  occafion,  leaft  of  all 
upon  the  prefent,  to  enter  into  a  la¬ 
boured,  litigious,  artificial  defence 

of 
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of  my  conduct.  Such  a  mode  of  de¬ 
fence  belongs  to  another  fort  of  con- 
dud,  and  to  caufes  of  a  different 
defcription. 

As  a  faithful  and  ingenuous  for- 
vant,  I  owe  to  the  Houfe  a  plain  and 
fimple  explanation  of  any  part  of  my 
behaviour,  Which  fhal  1  be  called  in 
queftion  before  them.  I  have  given 
this  explanation  ;  and  in  doing  lo,  I 
have  done  every  thing  which  my 
own  honour  and  my  duty  to  the 
Houfe  could  poffibly  require  at  my 
hands.  The  reft  belongs  to  the 
Houfe. 

They,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  aft 
in  a  manner  fit  for  a  wife  body,  at¬ 
tentive  to  its  reputation.  I  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  know  iomething  of  the 
duty  of  a  profecutor  for  the  public, 
otherwife  neither  ought  the  Houfe 
to  have  conferred  that  truft  upon  me, 
nor  ought  I  to  have  accepted  it.  I 
have  not  been  difapproved  of  by  the 
firft  abilities  in  the  kingdom,  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  fame  authority,  not  only 
for  my  affiftance,  but  for  my  directi¬ 
on  and  controul.  You,  who  have 
honoured  me  with  a  partial  friend- 
fhip,  continued  without  intermillion 
for  twenty-four  years,  Would  not 
have  failed  in  giving  me  that  firft, 
and  moftdecifive  proof  of  friendfliip, 
to  enlighten  my  ignorance,  and  to 
redtify  my  miftakes.  You  have  not 
done  either ;  and  I  muft  ad  on  the 
inference.  It  is  no  compliment  to 
mention  what  is  known  to  the  world, 
how  well  qualified  you  are  for  that 
office,  from  your  deep  parliamentary 
knowledge,  and  your  perfed  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  all  the  eminent  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
World. 

The  houfe  having,  upon  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  my  diligence  and  fidelity,  (for 
they  could  have  no  other  motive)  put 
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a  great  truft  into  my  hands,  ought  to 
give  mean  entire  credit  for  the  vera¬ 
city  of  every  fad  I  affirm  or  deny  : 
but  if  they  fail  with  regard  to  me,  it 
is  at  leaft  in  my  power  to  be  true  to 
myfelf.  I  will  not  commit  myfelf  in 
an  unbecoming  contention  wuth  the 
agents  of  a  criminal,  whom  it  is  my 
duty  to  bring  to  juft  ice.  I  am  a 
member  of  a  Committee  of  Secrecy, 
and  I  will  not  violate  my  truft,  by 
turning  myfelf  into  a  defendant,  and, 
bringing  forward  in  my  o\yn  excul¬ 
pation,  the  evidence  which  I  have 
prepared  for  his  convidion.  I  will 
not  let  him  know  on  what  documents 
I  rely.  I  will  not  let  him  know  who 
the  witneffes  for  the  .prosecution  are, 
nor  what  they  have  to  depofe  againfc 
him.  Though  I  have  no  fort  of 
doubt  of  the  conflancy  and  integrity 
of  thofe  witneffes,  yet  becaufe  they 
'  are  men,  and  men  to  whom,  from  my 
own  fttuation,  I  owe  protedion,  I 
ought  not  to  expofe  them  either. to 
temptation  or  to  danger.  I  will  not 
hold  them  out  to  be  importuned  or 
menaced,  or  diferedited,  or  run 
down,  or  poffibly  to  be  ruined  in  their 
fortunes  by  the  power  and  influence 
of  this  delinquent,  except  where  the 
national  fervice  fuperfedhes  all  other 
conftderations.  If  I  muft  fuffer,  I 
will  fuffer  alone  !  No  man  fhall  tali 
a  facrifice  to  a  feeble  fenftbility  on 
my  part,  that  at  this  time  of  day 
might  make  me  impatient  of  thofe 
libels,  which,  by  defpiftng  through 
fo  many  years,  I  have,  at  length  ob¬ 
tained  the  honour  of  being  joined  in 
comrriiffion  with  this  Committee,  and 
becoming  an  humble  inftrument  in 
the  hands  of  public  juftice. 

The  only  favour  I  have  to  fuppli-'' 
cate  from  the  Houfe  is,  that  their 
goodnefs  would  fpare  to  the  weak'eft 
of  their  members  any  unneceflary 
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labour  •  by  letting  me  know,  as  fpee- 
di)y  us  pollible,  whether  they  wiih 
to  difcharge  me  from  my  prefent  of¬ 
fice.  If  they  do  not,  I  folemnly  pro- 
mife  them  that,  with  God’s  afliftance, 

I  will,  as  a  member  of  their  Com¬ 
mittee,  purfue  their  bufmefs  to  the 
end— That  no  momentary  disfavour 
fhall  flacken  my  diligence  in  the  great 
caufe  they  have  undertaken — That  I 
will  lay  open,  with  the  force  of  irre- 
fiftible  proof,  this  dark  feene  of  bri¬ 
bery,  peculation,  and  grofs  pecuni¬ 
ary  corruption,  which  I  have  begun 
to  unfold,  and  in  the  midfl  of  which 
my  courfe  had  been  arrefted. 

This  poor  Indian  ftratagem  of 
turning  the  accufer  into  a  defendant, 
has  been  too  often  and  too  uniformly 
pradifed  by  Devi  Sing,  Mr.  Haftings, 
and  Gunga  Govant  Sing,  and  other 
Banyans,  black  and  white,  to  hgfve 
any  longer  the  flighted  effect  upon  me, 
whom  long  fervice  in  Indian  Com¬ 
mittees  has  made  well  acquainted 
with  the  politics  of  Calcutta.  If  the 
Houfe  will  fuffer  me  to  go  on,  the 
moment  is  at  hand  when  my  defence, 
arid  included  in  it  the  defence  of  the 
Houfe,  will  be  made  in  the  only  way, 
in  which  my  truft  permits  me  to 
make  it,  by  proving  juridically  on 
this  accufing  criminal  the  fads  and 
the  guilt  which  we  have  charged 
upon  him.  As  to  the  relevancy  of 
the  fads,  the  Committee  of  Impeach¬ 
ment  muff  be  the  foie  judge  until 
they  are  handed  over  to  the  Court 
competent  to  give  a  final  decifion  on 
their  value.  In  that  Court  the  agent 
of  Mr.  Haftings  will  foon  enough  be 
called  upon  to  give  his  own  teftimony 
with  regard  to  the  condud  of  his 
principal.  The  agent  fhall  not  ef- 
cape  from  the  neceffity  of  delivering 

•  ^  i  r  G 

it ;  nor  will  tne  principal  el  cape 
from  the  teftimony  of  his  agent. 

I  hope  I  have  in  no  moment  of  this 


purfuit  (now  by  me  continued,  in 
one  fliape  or  other,  for  near  eight 
years)  fhewn  the  fmalleft  fymptoms 
of  collufion  or  prevarication.  The 
luft  point  in  which  I  fhould  wifii  to 
fhew  it,  is  in  the  charge  concerning 
pecuniary  corruption — a  corruption 
lo  great  and  fo  fpreading,  that  the 
molt  unfpotted  charaders  will  be  juf- 
tifiecl  in  taking  meafures  for  guarding 
themfelves  againft  fufpicion.  Nei¬ 
ther  hope,  nor  fear,  nor  anger,  nor 
wearinefs,  nor  difeouragement  of  any 
kind,  iliall  move  me  from  this  truit 
—nothing  but  an  ad  of  the  Houfe, 
formally  taking  away  my  commiifion, 
or  totally  cutting  off  the  means  of 
performing  it.  I  truft  we  are  all 
of  us  animated  by  the  fame  fenti- 
ments. 

This  perfeverance  in  us  may  be 
called  obftinacy,  infpired  by  malice. 
Not  one  of  us,  however,  has  a  caufe 
of  malice.  What  knowledge  have 
we  of  Sir  Eli  jah  Impey,  with  whom, 
you  know,  we  began ;  or  Mr.  Haft¬ 
ings,  whom  we  afterwards  found  in 
our  way?  Party  view's  cannot  be  our 
motive.  Is  it  not  notorious,  that,  if 
we  thought  it  conftftent  with  our  du¬ 
ty,  we  might  have  at  leaft  an  equal 
fbare  of  the  Indian  interefts,  which 
now  is  almoft  to  a  man  againft  us? 

"  I  am  fure  I  reverence  the  Houfe, 
as  a  member  of  Parliament  and  an 
Englishman  ought  to  do ;  and  fhall 
fubmit  to  its  decifion  with  due  hu¬ 
mility.  I  have  given  this  apology 
for  abandoning  a  formal  defence,  in 
writing  to  yon,  though  it  contains  in 
efted  not  much  more  than  I  have  de¬ 
livered  in  my  place.  But  this  mode 
is  left?  liable  to  mifreprefentation, 
and  a  trifle  more  permanent. — It  will 
remain  with  you  either  for  my  future 
acquittal,  or  condemnation,  as  I  ftmll 
behave. 

I  am, 
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I  am,  with  fincere  affeCtion  and 
rcfpeCt ; 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  friend, 
And  humble  fervant, 
Gerrard-Jlreet ,  (Signed) 

May  1,  1789.  Edmund  Burke. 
(A  T rue  Copy.) 


The  following  is  / 'aid  to  he  an  authen¬ 
tic  \ Tranjcript  of  the  Speech  of  Mr. 
Mailings,  ad  dr  e  fed  to  the  High 
Court  of  Parliament , 

“  My  Lords, 

MAY  I  be  permitted  to  offer 
a  few  words  to  your  Lord- 
ilrips : — — — 

“  I  feel  myfelr  unequal  to  the  oc¬ 
casion  whfch  fo  fuddeniy  calls  upon 
me  to  Hate  to  your  Lordfhips  what  I 
feel  of  the  unexampled  hardfhips  of 
this  trial.  I  came  here  to-day  ut¬ 
terly  unprepared  for  fuch  an  event, 
as  that  which  I  perceive  now  im¬ 
pending;  I  therefore  entreat  your 
Lordfhips  to  indulge  me  for  a  few 
moments,  while  I  recollect  myfelf. 

“  I  mull  beg  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  conlider  the  lituation  in  which  I 
Hand,  and  the  awe  which  I  muft  un¬ 
avoidably  feel,  in  addrcffing  this  au- 
guft  aifembly.  I  have  already,  in  a 
petition  prefented  to  your  Lordfhips 
in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  repre- 
fented  the  hardfhips  and  grievances, 
and  but  a  part  of  the  hardfhips  and 
grievances,  which  I  thought  I  had 
lufibined  when  only  one  year  of  this 
Impeachment  had  palled  ;  thefe  have 
accumulated.— Many  of  them  have 
proportiohably  accmnulated,  with 
the  time  that  has  fince  elapfed,  but 
in  my  f«nfe  of  them,  they  have  been 
infinitely  aggravated,  when  I  have 
men  fo  little  done,  and  fo  much  time 


expended  ;  Inch  a  long  period  com 
fumed,  and  yet  not  one  tenth  part, 
of  one  fingle  article  of  the  twenty* 
which  compote  the  charge,  brought 
to  a  conclufion  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
fecution  only.  If  five  months  have 
been  thus  confumed,  what  period* 
my  Lord%  fliall  I  ellimate,  as  necef- 
fary  for  the  remainder  of  the  Im¬ 
peachment  ?  My  life,  in  any  eftim&- 
tion  of  it,  will  not  be  fufficient.  It 
is  impoffible  that  J  fhould  furvive  to 
its  clofe,  if  continued,  as  it  has  hi- 
therto  proceeded :  and  although  I 
know  not  what  to  make  the  fpecific 
prayer  of  my  petition,  I  do  befeech 
your  Lordfhips  to  conlider  what  in¬ 
jury  my  health,  and  my  fortune  mull 
fuftain,  if  it  be  your  determination 
that  I  mull  wait  till  it  fhall  pleafe 
the  juftice,  or  the  candour  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Eloufe  of  Commons,  which 
has  impeached  me  before  your  Lord- 
fhips,  to  clofe  this  profecution. 

“  My  Lords,  I  hope  I  lhall  not  be 
thought  to  deviate  from  the  refpeCt 
which  I  feel,  equally,  I  am  fure, 
with  any  man  living,  for  this  high 
court,  if  I  fay,  that  had  a  precedent 
exifted  in  England,  of  a  man  accufed, 
and  impeached  as  I  have  been,  whofe 
trial  had  actually  been  protracted  to 
fuch  a  length,  or  if  I  had  conceived 
it  pofiible  that  mine  could  have  been 
fo  protracted,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips 
will  pardon  me  if  I  fay — I  would  at 
once  have  pleaded  guilty ;  I  would 
not  have  fuftained  this  trial ;  I  would 
have  relied  my  caufe  and  my  cha¬ 
racter,  which  is  much  dearer  to  me 
than  life,  upon  that  truth,  which 
looner  or  later  will  fhew  itfelf.  This, 
my  Lords,  I  would  have  done,  rather 
than  have  fubmitted  to  a  trial,  which 
of  itfelf  has  been  a  punifhment  a 
hundred  times  more  fevere,  than  any 
puniihraent  your  _  Lordfhips  could 

havtf 
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have  inflicted  upon  me,  had  I  plead-  Yet  if  the  honourable  managers  could 
ed  guilty.  What  mud  I  not  conti--  ptopofe  a  fhort  time,  fuch  a  period 
nue  to  experience,  by  a  life  of  im-  as  your  Lordlhips  could  afford,  in 
peach ment  ?  order  to  clofe  this  impeachment, 

“  And  now,  my  Lords,  I  beg  which  I  have  been  told,  (perhaps 
leave  to  fubmit  my  cafe  to  your  Lord-  falfely)  was  to  end  with  the  prefent 
ihips,  well  knowing  that  if  it  is  in  article,  I  Ihould  be  willing  in  that 
your  power  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  cafe  even  to  wave  any  defence,  ra- 
hard ihips  which  1  have  fuftained,  ther  than  protract  the  decifion  to 
and  to  thofe  which  I  am  yet  likely  another  year — it  may  be  for  many 
to  fuffer,  your  Lordiliips  will  do  it.  years  ;  I  would  pray  your  Lordlhips 
I  cannot  be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  ex-  to  proceed  to  judgment  on  the  evi- 
pe£t  that  your  Lordlhips  ihould  wade  dence  which  my  profecutors  have 
more  time  in  the  continuation  of  this  adduced  for  my  convi&ion. 
trial,  when  the  year  is  fo  much  ad-  “  My  Lords,  I  hope  I  have  faid 
vanced,  and  when,  as  I  believe,  by  nothing  that  is  difrelpedtful  to  your 
the  cuftom  of  Parliament,  it  has  been  Lordlhips,  I  am  fure  I  have  felt  no 
ufual  for  your  Lordiliips  to  retire  other  fentiment  than  thofe  of  defer- 
from  the  bulinefs  of  the  felfion  ;  I  do  ence  and  refpe£t  for  this  great  alfem- 
therefore  humbly  fubmit  myfelf  to  bly.” 
your  Lordlhips  juft  ice  and  goodnefs. 


/■  \ 


A  GENERAL 


I 


278]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1789, 


A  GENERAL  BILL 

O  F 

All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 

From  December  16,  1788,  to  December  15,  1789. 


Chrtftenefl  J MaIes  934* 
Lniiitened  j  Females  gg22 


18163 


,  C  Males  10611 
Buned  l  Females  10. 3 8 


20749 


Increafed  in  the  Burials 
this  Year  1052. 


Died  tinder  two  Y ears 
Between  two  and  five 
—Five  and  ten 
— Ten  and  twenty 
— Twenty  and  thirty 
— Thirty  and  forty 
—Forty  and  fifty 


6936 

223.7 

800 

810 

1459 

1889 

1893 


-Fifty  and  fixty  1686 
-•Sixty  and  feventy  1455 
• — Seventy  and  eighty  1093 
-Eighty  and  ninety  415 
-Ninety  and  a  hundred  66' A  hundred  and  fix 
A  hundred  o 

A  hundred  and  one  1 


A  hundred  and  two 
A  hundred  and  three 
A  hundred  and  four 
A  hundred  and  five 


o 

o 

o 

I 

o 


DISEASES. 
Bortive  and  ftil- 
born  725 
Abfcefs  16 

Aged  1278 

Ague  4 

Apoplexy  and  Sud¬ 


den  216 

Afihma  and  Phthi- 
fic  47 2 

Bed-ridden  8 

Bleeding  9 

Bloody  Flux  o 

Burden  and  Rup¬ 
ture  1 2 

Cancer  7  8 

Canker  7 

Chicken  Pox  c 
Chi  Id -bed  177 
Cholicj  Gripes,  twill¬ 
ing  of  the  Guts  5 
Cold  7  _  4 

Confumption  5177 
Convullions  4651 
Cough  and  Hooping- 
Cough  374 


Diabetes  o 

Dropfy  909 

Evil  8 

Fever,  malignant. 
Fever,  Scarlet  Fe¬ 
ver,  Spotted  Fever, 
and  Purples  2380 
Fiftula  4 

Flux  17 

French  Pox  44 
Gout  66 

Gravel,  Strangury, 
and  Stone  45 
Grief  2 

htead-Ach  3 

Ueadmouldiliot,Hor- 
Ihoehead,  and  Wa¬ 
ter  in  the  Head  45 


jaundice 
[mpofthume 
rnflammatkm 
[tch 

Leprofy 

Lethargy 

!’  Livergrown 
Lunatick 


41 

2 

190 

o 


72 


Mealies  534 

IV^ifcarriage  1 

Mortification  212 

Pally  7  9 

Pleurify  1 1 

Quinfy  4 

Ralh  2 

Rheumatifm  8 

Rickets  3 

RifingoftheLights  o 
Scald  Head  c 

Scurvy  3 

Small  Pox  2077 

Sore  Throat 
Sores  and  Ulcers 
St.  Anthony’s  Fire 
Stoppage  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach 
Surfeit 
Swelling 
Teeth 
Thrufh 
Tympany 


54 


Vomiting  and  Loofe 
nefs 
Worms 


CASUALTIES, 
it  by  a  mad-dag 
BrokenLimbs  3 
Bruiled  o 

Burnt  1 1 

Choaked  1 

Drowned  90 

ExcefliveDrkiking  1  o 


* 


9 

12 

2 

1 

5 


Executed 
Found  Dead 
Fraflured 
Frighted 
Frozen 

Killed  by  Falls  and 
fever al  other  Ac¬ 
cidents  35 

Killed  themfelves  21 
Murdered 
Overlaid 
Poifoned 
474jScalded 
Shot 

Smothered 
Starved 
Suffocated 

Total  218 


#  There  have  been  29  executed,  in  Middlefex:  and  Surry;  of  which  number  9 
only  have  been  reported  as  buried  within  the  Bills  cl  Mortality. 


CO  V>  ITi 
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The  following  authentic  Extracts  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken  from 
Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivered  fo  Mr. 
John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from,  and  im¬ 
ported  into ,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks  paid , 
and  the  Duties  received,  thereon ,  for  one  Tear  ending  the  cth  of  January 
179°. 

EXPORTED. 


1789. 

British. 

Foreign. 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

66,820 

'  6,9831 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  -  - 

185,770 

,3,310 

Rye  ------ 

37^89 

2,718 

Barley  ------ 

i9°,i97 

360 

Malt  -  -  -  -  -  - 

125,049 

Gats  -  -  -  -  - 

23,997 

M34 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  -  - 

537 

194 

Beans  -  -  -  -  -  - 

•  M,374 

4,126 

Peafe  -  -  -  -  -  - 

8,93x 

238J 

i 

SCOTLAND. 

V 

Wheat . 

3,289  7) 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  -  - 

2,346 

Rye  ------ 

*39 

Barley  ------ 

I9>127 

Barley  hulled  -  -  -  - 

100 

Bear  or  Big  -  - 

10,972 

Bearmeal  -  -  -  -  - 

■“61 

Malt  -  -  -  -  - .  - 

9,799 

Oats  -  - 

1,402 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  -  - 

5, 118 

Peafe  and  Beans  -  -  - 

222 

Groats  ------ 

12  J 

1 

I  M  P  O  R 

T  E  D. 

I789. 

Duties 

E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

Quarters. 

received. 

Wheat  ------ 

72,379  i 

L-  5 • 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  -  - 

16,172 

o> 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14,844 

Barley  ------- 

8,749 

Oats  -  -  -  -  -  - 

359,754  }- 

4,814  3  7? 

Oatmeal  - 

6,213 

Beano  -  -  -  *-  -  - 

l62 

Peafe  -  ----- 

99 

1 

Indian  Corn  -  -  -  -j 

54  j 

Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 
£■  s.  J, 


76,551  l6  I5B0- 
Nil  '  Dr. 


.  \ 


5,999  5  o  Bo. 


17S3. 
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1789.  I  Duties. 

SCOTLAND,  j  Quarters.  received. 

Wheat  -  19,722 

Wheat  Flour  -----  2,228 

Barley  ------  2,378 

Oats  -----  J  63,754 

Peafe  and  Beans  -  -  -  1 30 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  and 
Wales*  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bulhel,  for  the  year  1789. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.  d. 

S.  d. 

s.  d. 

. 

s.  d. 

s .  d. 

6  4! 

3  8* 

z  iof  1 

2  O 

3  4l 

N*  B»  The  prices  of  the  fineft  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally  exceed 
and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows*  viz. 

Wheat,  Rye.  Barley.  Oats.  Beans. 

Per  bufhel5  6 d.  3d.  3d,  3d*  6d. 


£.  s.  d. 


*>334  1  9 


*  ( 


PRICES 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [281 


fc3 


o‘oo  o  o 

CO  W'CO  00 


~\q  O  '  O  VO  N  'O  o  ovo  ovo  o 
vo  to  VO  ►«  00  <-<  CO  0  vO  **  O 


u*>vO  'T+"  vr> 


^  IT'  trvVO  vy^VO  v^VO  vr,VC 

. t-<  I— »  •— •  •— •  *“•  *“ • 


N°S  S  X'SJTS  &>«  °Sv8  & 


_ .  _ ,  _  !—,** I  »-*  VI  I— •  »■<  *"* 

*-*  M  ^  ^ 


u^|oo‘/">ho>-'  loo—  bo 

o  *-*  *-<  **  rr> 

i'-  n  r>»  l- 


-|ooio|»-bo  *v|<+ 

1-1  M  v4  •+  VO 

r-.  r  -  r-  c- 


,  ,  ,  ,  .  l^^loB-IrtwU.  w  i»«t+-  H-tvIoo- 1+  - I*H°°-  Iw  -  >*» 

-^^^“^tS4-CovO  OvooOvOvO^vp  J-VO  £ 
S  rC'  £  £  t^  r^oo  ^  t  - 


„  ><-l  w  rJ  ^'-f-fol+r^'-4- 

o  ex  o  ^ 

OO  CO  oc  CO  CO 


Mu.«  !rt  «|+h|+« Mis.l»«|H-,rt  H+-  bo"M- <•+-  k»- 

-f-  u->\o  u^vO  vo  VO  vo  r^vO  co  co  O  CO  O'  t>co  PL 
^  oo  coaooooooooooococooo  _avco  so  00  99-99—90- 


rr,  O  00  VT\CO  vo  hi 

r-co  r-00  r^co  co 


o 

o 


r>.  O'  O'  n 

OO  O'O  o 


r^.  t-i  o 

O  O  *-* 


vo  O 

O  H* 


" ",  '  '  “  ,  ..  W|J„  )j.lM  l-VT/^lOTf-'oot-loo-  M-H+  -h-  ^|coH+-k^H-^|co-J+ 

-V^hsi«H+Kl«-rt  -M  (T  (P  Q  c  ^  O-VQ  N  VO  N  N  «  M 

co  co  r-co  gv  O  &&&  S.  v.rT  ^rCi>t^rNtNNL-rNtxNj^N 
vo  VO  ^O^OJgVQVOip  y,T  - ^i^4+  -  W-I*^1+  ^r~  »*Tt- 


■**o 

is 


_  __  n  rt\  rf  w  ^  O'  vnoo  VO  O'  v'  O'  N  vn 

>5 tg 5 S i'Vo" 'o S  R'o  ■„- ^ L r  r" r' *' r' ‘" ’" '' 

v-.  >"H  «— •  *~*  .►“*  _ _ _  —  .  _ t- 


Jo  to  |o 


'"W'tO'jo  jo  {6 

!«h  |m  JmmIH  Im  m  n<  !*$»  j»* 


n  w  <V|  m  n  n  ’  _  _*  ►-.  **  >->  >-  »-»  m  hi  •-<»-<  *-<  ►* 


SP 


-,o  'J5  ,  M|'°«l'° 

-  *1-  tr 10 r  ’Jr  wJp  ^“vn  vo-Th  ”n  <0^  ^ 

^  3  N_3_rj_N  ^  ^  N  N  N  N  cs  N  N^_N_rj_rj 


4 sp'O  -c: -  -  -  M  t'°°  ^  ^ 

£  C  2  C  C  C  C_r=X^r-=-^-'v 


<S  - 

-r*. 


o 


,  •  i-^V,  s^to-  IfJ  -  baK.boH4Kto»«  ’^<  -'rt  i^Iook!=o-!<»Mco 

t^.  £  r*.  r-,  O'CO  O'O'^r-.Nvo  r-  r-  O 
g.  £  ^  ^  ^  %•  O'O  ^CAOsO 


,  I  l»-'(OT—M-<nloow|ac 

-v»-^K  £  r-  O'co  O'  O'  ^  co  O  r- 

«  ^  v-  ^  '  ^  r*"  rC'  i^OO  t-CO  t- 

I--  r  -  t'-  r-  r-  C  -  ^  t  '  c  l  '  *  _ 


m  'taWoofs.'-j} 

O'  r^  co 


1  -too -1  loo  -'HKboro|+^!»»‘,f'  (s!«K!oo"l-t 

vo  O'CO  O  O' N  t^CO  VO 

«  f£  {J.  ^  ^  S'  P  ^  K  L  ?-  L  r~op  ■'.--o  t>  r  . 


-  [DOt^f» 

CO  VO  0© 

X'- 


r~  .  M  -ryr-'  ^r^lcc  —  ^  ^ C^\  ry\  V/^  ^  O'  VO  V-<  *— • 

O'  O  O'  vo  rr'VO  vovc  co  O'CO  O'CO  O'CO 

kq  r-  vo  x  ~-  t  ^  ^  N  ■  ■  — 


-|<4 

vn  «  #r> 

00  CO  CO 


I  1 


I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  1  I 


.--G 


<u 


tu 

0» 

n 


cn 


oi 

71 

a 

fS 


cJ 

C3 


-O 

1) 

Cv, 


oS 

V— < 

& 


CL, 

< 


d 


0) 

C 

=» 


"5 


t±j 

bO 

C3 

< 


O) 

4-J 

Oh 


Vi 

-O 

o 

o 


Vi 

<U' 

-O 


Vi 

0» 

-O 


r4 

o> 


OJ 

o 


a> 


^  Q 

Public 


28a]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1789. 


public  AMs.  pajjed  in  the  Sixth  Seffion 

of  the  Sixteenth  Parliament  of  Great 

Britain. 

A  C  T  to  repeal  the  duty  on 
jf  %  iliops. 

Ad  to  fufpend,  for  a  limited  time, 
an  ad  of  laft  fdiions,  for  the  better 
feenring  of  the  rights  of  freeholders 
at  county  elections,  and  for  indemni¬ 
fying  the  perfons  appointed  to  carry 
it  into  execution. 

Ad  for  repealing  the  faid  ad  of 
lafl  feffions. 

Ad  for  the  importation  of  bread  , 
dour,  corn,  & c.  from  the  United 
States  of  America  into  the  province 
of  Quebec. 

Afr  to  continue  an  Ad  for  the  en¬ 
couraging  of  the  arts  of  defigning  and 
printing  linens,  &c. 

Ad  to  amend  the  hawkers  and 
pedlars  ad. 

'  Ad  to  incorporate  certain  perfons 
under  the  name  of  the  Northumber¬ 
land  fithery. 

Ad  for  repealing  the  duties  on  fpi- 
rits,  See.  in  Scotland. 

Ad  to  indemnify  per  fons  who  have 
omitted  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
public  offices,  See. 

Ad  for  allowing  further  time  for 
the  enrollment  of  the  deeds  and  wills 
of  papifb,  &c. 

Ad  to  prevent  the  wilful  burning 
and  deftroying  fliips,  or  deftroying 
any  woollen,  linen,  filk,  or  other 
goods  in  Scotland. 

Aft  for  granting  additional  duties 

O  O 

on  horfes  and  carriages. 

Ad  for  granting  additional  duties 
on  probates  qf  wills,  letters  of  ad¬ 


ministration,  receipts  for  legacies, 
&c. 

Aft  for  granting  additional  duties 
on  newfpapers,  advertisements,  cards, 
and  dice. 

Ad  for  the  more  efFedual  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  manufadure  of  flax 
and  cotton.  ,\ 

Ad  refpeding  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  corn,  {larch,  rapefeed, 
&c. 

.  Ad  to  explain  the  American  inter- 
courfe  bill. 

Ad  to  regulate  the  Newfoundland, 
Greenland,  and  Southern  whale  fifli- 
eries*. 

Ad  to  regulate  the  trade  of  pawn- 
brokers. 

Ad  refpeding  piece  goods  wove 
in  this  kingdom,  perfons  licenced  to 
retail  fpirituous  liquors,  &c. 

Ad  for  allowing  a  drawback  on 
the.  exportation  of  tea  to  Guernfey, 
See. 

Ad  for  appointing  commiffioners 
to  enquire  into  the  emoluments  of 
the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

Ad  for  continuing  for  a  time  the 
flave-trade  regulating  bill. 

Ad  for  appointing  commiffioners 
to  enquire  further  into  the  Ioffes  of 
the  American  loyalists. 

Ad  for  the  more  efFedual  execut¬ 
ing  the  laws  refpeding  gaols. 

Ad  to  enable  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany  to  npfe  money  by  further  in- 
creafing  their  capital  flock. 

Ad  tor  repealing  the  duties  on  to¬ 
bacco  and  fnuffs,  and  granting  new 
duties  in  lieu  thereof. 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for  the 

Year  1789. 


NAVY, 


\  M  A  R  C  H  17. 

FOR  20,000  men,  including  3,860  marines,  at.41.  £. 

per  man  per  month  —  —  — -  —  1 ,040,000 

May  21. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  ol  the 

marines  — -  —  —  —  — 1  7I3>000 

For  the  extraordinaries  of  the  navy,  for  building  and 

repairing  veffels,  over  and  above  the  allowance  for 
wear  and  tear  —  —  —  S75>57° 


.  Total  of  the  navy 

ARMY, 


2,328,57° 


March  17. 

For  17,448  men,  including  1,620  invalids,  as  guards 

and  garrifons  in  Great  Britan  —  —  638,562 

For  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  and  Gib¬ 
raltar  —  —  —  3l$>9l5 

For  making  good  the  deficiency  in  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  Britifh  and  Irifh  eftablifhment  for  1788  —  2,891 

For  defraying  the  difference  between  the  fame  for  7 
regiments  of  foot  ferving  in  North  America,  and  the 

Weft  Indies,  for  one  year  —  —  —  8,245 

For  advance  of  pay  to  the  forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies  —  1 1,435 

For  the  deficiency  in  full  pay  of  fuperanmiated  officers  * 
for  1788  —  —  —  —  1,023 

For  the  charge  of  full  pay  to  the  fame  for  1789  —  10,871 

For  the  pay  of  general  and  general  ftaff-officers  in 

Great  Britain  —  —  —  —  6,409 

For  allowances  to  the  poftmafler  general,  fecretary  at 

war,  &c.  — .  '  —  —  —  63,043 

For  reduced  officers  of  the  land  forcesand  marines  *—  172,787 


s.  d. 
P  o 


14  l 
8  9 
17  ii| 

10  I 

12  ro|* 

i  1  10 

14  10J 

% 

8  o 

5  0 
5  For 
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troops  of  liorfe  and  grenadier  guards  — 

For  the  officers  late  in  the  Dutch  fervice  — 

Far  the  reduced  officers  of  Britiih.  American  forces  — 
For  allowances  to  feveral  of  the  fame  —  — 

For  officers  widows,  and  expences  attending  the  fame 
For  the  Heffian  fubfidy  —  — 

For  the  Chelfea  penfioners  — »  — - 

May  28. 

For  the  army  extraordinar  ies  for  1788  —  — 

Total  of  the  army 


>  £■ 

s. 

d 

212 

T4 

7 

3>392 

H 

2 

55,092 

10 

© 

4>9°7 

10 

0 

9»943 

3 

3 

3^°93 

*5 

0 

'77.465 

0 

8 

398,769 

1 

3 

1,917,062 

17 

9! 

ORDNANCE, 

March  17. 

For  the  charges  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  land 
fervice  for  1789  ■ —  — —  • — 

For  five  companies  of  military  artificers  —  — ■ 

March  19. 

For  land  fervice,  not  provided  for  in  1788  « — 

For  extraordinaries  for  1 789  —  * —  — 

For  one  company  of  military  artificers  —  — 


Total  of  ordnance 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES 


March  17. 

For  Scotch  roads  and  bridges  * —  — *  * — 

April  28. 

To  the  Britifli  mufeum  —  • —  — ^ 

May  28. 

To  pay  off  the  exchequer  bills  for  the  laft  feffions  — 

To  the  commiffioners  of  American  claims  —  — 

For  American  fufferers  r—  —  — 

To  djfcharge  bills  drawn  by  the  governors  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  New  Brupfwick  — 
For  the  fame,  drawn  by  the  commiffary  at  New  South 

For  American  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers  —  • — 

For  money  iffued  in  purfuance  of  addreffes  — - 

For  the  convidls  at  Plymouth  and  on  the  Thames  - — 

To  the  clerk  to  the  commiffioners  of  fees  and  offices  *— 
To  thefecretary  of  the  commiffioners  for  regulating  the 
/hipping  of  Haves  -r  —  -r  — - 


220,576 

*3 

8 

9,620 

0 

0 

9,306 

1 

4 

1 

218,017 

6 

4 

1,924 

1 

8 

459>444 

7 

9 

C  E  S, 

4, coo 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

5,500,000 

0 

0 

2,1 1 1 

0 

6 

4L559 

4 

0 

1,286 

*9 

9i 

2,075 
3'  3.659 

6 

1 

2 

5 

34»37° 

1 

4 

56,598 

7 

9 

761 

8 

0 

500 

0 

0 

To 
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;  V  »  -  - 

£■  s- 

cl 

To  the  commiffioners  of  crown  lands 

— 

3,000  0 

O 

To  the  fecretary  of  the  commifiioners  of  the  Eaft  Flo- 

rida  claims  —  —  *— 

— 

900  0 

O 

To  ditto  of  American  loyalifts  — 

— 

4,693  8 

6 

Civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia  — 

6,218  17 

6 

The  like  of  New  Brunfwick  — 

— 

5,400  0 

0 

The  like  of  St.  John’s  Ifland  — 

— 

1 ,900  0 

0 

The  like  of  Cape  Breton  —  — 

> — 

2,100  0 

0 

The  like  of  Newfoundland  *— 

— 

1,182  10 

0 

The  like  of  the  Bahama  Ifiands  — — 

4,080  0 

0 

The  like  of  New  South  Wales  — 1 

— 

2,877  10 

0 

To  the  chief  juftice  of  Dominica  — 

600  0 

r  ^ 

0 

To  ditto  of  the  Bermuda  Ifiands  — 

— 

580  0 

0 

June  15. 

For  fecret  ferv ice-money  abroad  — 

— 

I9i,342  13 

6 

For  Carlton  houfe  — -  — “ 

— 

35,200  0 

0 

For  the  African  forts  —  * — 

— 

1 3,000  0 

0 

July  7. 

To  John  Reader,  efq.  a  compensation  for  his  lofs 

by 

difmantling  of  an  iron  foundery  in  Jamaica, 

in 

1782,  by  order  of  fir  Archibald  Campbell 

— . 

3,000  0 

0 

July  20. 

For  profecution  of  Warren  Haftings,  efq. 

f  o  1 

20,312  6 

4 

Total  of  mifcellaneous  fervices  —  6,256,309 


2  2% 


DEFICIENG  IE  S. 
June  15. 

Deficiency  of  laft  year’s  grants  - — 

Recapitulation  of  the  Supplies, 

Army  —  —  — 

Ordnance  — 

Mifcellaneous  fervices  — 

Deficiencies  —  —  ** 

Total  of  fupplies  for  1789  — 


331,649  18  3! 


2,328,570  o  o 
^91 7,062  17  92 

459,444  7  9 

6,256,309  2  2% 

33^649  18  32 

^>293,036  6  ij 
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IV ays  and  Means  for  raifing  the  above  Supplies y  granted  to  his  Map  e fy  for 

the  Tear  1789. 

1  ■  l  2  &  i  ' .  ‘  '  ■ ;  i  .  » * 

March  23. 

By  land-tax,  at  4s.  in  the  pound  ..  — 

By  malt  duty  —  — ■ 

June  1 1 . 

By  annuities  with  benefit  of  furvivorfhip 
By  annuities  for  i8|  years,  from  April  5,  1789 
Profit  on  50,000  lottery  tickets,  at  15I.  8s.  y  |d. 

Exchequer  bills  —  — - 

Surplus  of  confolidated  fund  — 

July  21. 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  paymafter  general 

Total  ways  and  means  —  11,639,831  10  o 
Total  fupplies  — 11,293,036  6  1^ 

- 

Excefs  of  ways  and  means  ^.346,795  3  iof 


NEW  TAXES. 

Additional  halfpenny  on  newfpapers  — •  —  28,000  o  o 

— — - r— fixpence  on  advertifements  —  —  9,000  o  o 

— - duty  on  cards  and  dice  — ■  ~  '  9,000  o  o 

— — - — - - - -  probates  and  wills  - —  —  1 8,261  o  o 

— ■ - - - -  legacies  to  collateral  relations  only  5,000  o  o 

. . duties  on  carriages  and  horfes  — ~  41,739  o  o 


£■ 

ts. 

d . 

— -  2,000,000 

0 

0 

-  750,000 

0 

0 

—  1,002,500 

0 

0 

I 

i 

oc 

V 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

—  271,562 

10 

0 

—  5,500,000 

0 

0 

~  E53°>000 

0 

0 

—  398,769 

'  '  V, 

0 

0 

111,000  o  o 
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STATE  PAPER  S. 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  Phyflcians  who  have 
attended  His  Majefly ,  during  his 
Illnefs,  touching  the  State  of  His 
Majefly' s  Health. 

Dottor  Richard  Warren  called  in, 
and  examined. 

WHETHER,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Rate  of  his  Majefty’s 
health  is,  or  is  not,  fuch  as  to  ren¬ 
der  his  Majefty  incapable,  either  of 
coming  to  parliament,  or  of  attending 
to  public  builnefs. 

His  Majefty’s  Rate  of  health  is  fuch 
as  to  render  him  incapable  of  coming 
to  parliament,  or  attending  public 
bufinefs. 

What  hopes  has  Dr.  Warren  of 
his  Maj  efty’s  recovery  ? 

The  hopes  of  his  Majefty’s  reco¬ 
very  muft  depend  on  the  probability 
of  cure  ;  and  that  can  only  be  judged 
of  by  what  has  happened  to  others 
in  fimilar  cafes ;  and  as  the  majority 
of  others  have  recovered,  there  is  a 
probability  that  his  Majefty  may  re¬ 
cover  likewife. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  form  any  judg¬ 
ment,  or  probable  conjedture,  of  the 
time  which  his  Majefty’s  illnefs  is 
likely  to  laft  ? 

No. 

What  degree  of  experience  has 
Dr.  Warren  had  of  the  particular 


Ipecies  of  diiorder  with  which  his 
Majefty  is  affiidted  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  27  or  28  years 
pradtice  I  have  feert  many  perfons 
difordered  in  a  manner  fimilar  to 
that  of  his  Majefty ;  fome  have 
foon  recovered  under  my  foie  care  ; 
when  that  has  not  happened,  I  have 
always  called  in  the  perfons  who 
make  this  branch  of  medicine  their 
particular  ftudy,  and  have  fome- 
times  attended  in  conjundtion  with 
them,  but  have  oftener  left  the  pati¬ 
ents  to  their  care*  and  have  after¬ 
wards  attended  in  confultation  only, 
and  in  many  cafes  not  at  all. 

Whether,  when  Dr.  Warren 
fpeaks  of  others  in  fimilar  cafes  to 
that  of  his  Majefty,  he  means  to  in¬ 
clude  all  the  different  fpecies  of  the 
diforder,  or  to  confine  himfelf  to  that 
particular  fpecies  v/ith  which  his 
Majefty  is  affiidted? 

I  do  not  mean  to  confine  myfelf  to 
that  particular  fpecies  with  which 
his  Majefty  is  affiidted,  but  to  in¬ 
clude  all  the  different  fpecies  of  the 
diforder. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  ftate  how  many 
particular  fpecies  there  are  of  this 
diforder  ? 

No. 

Can  he  ftate  any  diftindt  fpecies  of 
the  diforder? 

Yes — though  the  immediate caufes 
of  this  diforder  cannot  be  afcer- 
[  %  ]  2  tained. 
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rained,  yet  fome  of  the  remote 
ernes  are  well  known.  Injuries  re¬ 
ceived  from  blows  or  falls — fudden 
affections  of  the  mind — the  effect  or 
fever.  Befides  thefe,  there  _  are  fe- 
veral  internal  caufes  of  this  di for- 
der ;  namely,  exoflofes,  indurations, 
and  ill-conformation  of  the  parts. 

Whether  this  diforder  may  not 
fometimes  exift,  when  it  cannot  be 
referred  to  any  of  thofe  caufes  which 
Dr.  Warren  lias  fpecified. 

Yes. 

Is  his  Majefty’s  diforder,  in  your 
opinion,  referrible  to  any  ot  the 
caufes  enumerated  by  you,  or  can 
you  aflign  any  known  caufe  to  which, 
in  your  judgment,  it  is  referrible  ? 

I  cannot  aflign  his  Majefty’s  mala¬ 
dy  to  any  caufe  whatever,  as  I  have 
not  data  fufiicient  to  ground  au  an- 
fwer  upon. 

In  thole  fpecies  of  the  diforder, 
which  are  not  referrible  td  any  af- 
fignable  caufe,  is  the  probability  of 
cure  greater,  or  leis,  than  the  pro¬ 
bability  eft imated  on  all  the  fpecies 
taken  together  ? 

I  cannot  tell. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  ftate  what  the 
comparative  probability  is,  in  each 
of  the  caufes  which  he  has  afiign- 
ed  ? 

The  diforder  proceeding  from  ex¬ 
ternal  injuries,  fuch  as  blows,  is 
frequently  cured  if  medicine  be  ex- 
peditioufly  applied.  When  the  ma¬ 
lady  arifes  from  fudden  aifeCtions  of 
the  mind,  it  is  very  frequently  cured 

when  from  the  effect  of  fever,  it 
is  oftener  cured  than  when  from  any 
other  caufe.  When  the  malady 
proceeds  from  the  internal  caufes 
mentioned  above,  no  good  can  be 
done  by  medicine. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  ftate  what  pro¬ 
portion,  of  the  whole  number  of  per¬ 
sons  ^ftlifted  with  this  malady,  have 


been  fo,  owing  to  each  of  thecaules 
he  has  enumerated,  and  what  pro¬ 
portion,  where  it  can  be  referred  to 
no  afiignable  caufe  ? 

I  cannot  ftate  any  precife  proporti¬ 
on  ;  but,  out  of  a  great  number,  there 
are  very  few  cafes  where  it  is  poflible 
to  afeertain  that  it  proceeds  from  any 
afiignable  caufe. 

Is  there  any  one  of  the  particular 
caufes  enumerated,  to  which  Dr. 
Warren  can  fay,  tkat  the  diforder 
with  which  his  Majefty  is  afTliCted  is 
not  to  be  referred  ? 

I  do  not  think  his  Majefty’s  dif¬ 
order  appears  to  proceed  from  any 
one  of  the  caufes  enumerated  by 
me. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  fay  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  whether,  his  Majefty’s  dif¬ 
order  may,  or  may  not,  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  injury,  by  blows  or 
falls  ? 

I  cannot. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  fay  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  whether  his  Majefty’s  dif¬ 
order  may,  or  may  not,  iiave  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  fudden  affections  of  the 
mind  ? 

I  cannot. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  fay  with  certain¬ 
ty,  whether  his  Majefty’s  diforder 
may,  or  may  not,  have  been  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  fever  ? 

I  can  fay  with  certainty  it  has 
not. 

Can  Dr.  Warren  fay  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  whether  his  Majefty’s  difor¬ 
der  may,  or  may  not,  have  proceed¬ 
ed  from  any  of  the  internal  caufes  he 
has  mentioned  ? 

I  cannot. 

Whether,  in  thofe  fpecies  of  the 
diforder  which  cannot  be  referred 
to  any  afiignable  caufe,  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  cure  may  not  be  various  in 
different  cafes,  according  to  the 

fymptornjjs 


S  TATE 


PAPERS. 


fymptoms  of  the  particular  cafe,  or 
the  apparent  degree  of  the  diforder  ? 

I  think  not,  unlefs  (igns  of  conva- 
lefcence  are  coming  on. 

Whether  the  knowledge  of  the 
remote  cauie  is  of  aiTiftance  towards 
promoting  the  cure  ? 

In  many  cafes  I  think  it  is,  but 
fometimes  not. 

Whether,  in  his  Majefty’s  dilor- 
der,  Dr.  Warren  fees  any  prefent 
fie  ns  of  convalefcence  ? 

No. 

Whether  every  cure,  in  the  fame 
pei Ion,  of  a  diforder  which  has  re¬ 
turned,  is  included  in  the  calculati¬ 
ons  of  the  whole  number  of  cures  ? 

I  confider  every  cafe  that  comes 
as  a  new  cafe,  and  have  included 
them  in  that  calculation  ;  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  that,  excluding  them,  the  ma¬ 
jority  flill  are  cured. 

Whether,  of  thofe  perfons  whofe 
diforder  cannot  be  referred  to  any 
atTi gnable  caufe,  the  greater  r*um- 
ber  have,  or  have-not,  been  cured  ? 

I  cannot  anfwer  that  with  accu¬ 
racy. 

Has  the  greater  number  of  men, 
that  have  been  afHidtcd  with  this  dif¬ 
order,  recovered  ? 

Yes. 

Has  the  greater  number  of  perfons 
recovered,  whofe  diforder  has  laft- 
ed,  without  figns  of  convalefcence, 
as  long  as  that  of  his  Ma jelly  has  al¬ 
ready  done  ? 


Sir  George  Baker  railed  in ,  and 
examined. 

W  hefcher,  in  your  opinion,  the 
ftatc  of  his  Majefty’s  health  is,  or 
is  not,  fuch  as  to  render  his  Majefty 
incapable,  either  of  coming  to  par¬ 
liament,  or  of  attending  to  public 
bufmefs  ? 
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I  think  that  the  ftatc  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  health  is  fuch,  as  renders 
him  incapable  of  coming  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  of  doing  any  other  public 
bulinefs. 

What  hopes  has  Sir  George  Baker 
of  his  Majefty’s  recovery  ? 

I  hope  that  his  Majefty  will  reco¬ 
ver,  becaufe  I  think  it  probable. 
My  own  experience,  and  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  other  phyftcians,  leads  me  to 
think  that  his  Majefty’s  diforder  is 
curable. 

Can  Sir  George  Baker  form  any 
judgment,  or  probable  conjecture,  of 
the  time  which  his  Majefty’s  illnefs 
is  likely  to  laft  ? 

I  can  form  no  judgment  or  conjec¬ 
ture  as  to  the  probable  duration  of 
his  Majefty’s  diforder. 

What  degree  of  experience  has 
Sir  George  Baker  had  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  fpecies  of  diforder  with  which 
his  Majefty  is  aftl idled. 

I  v/as  formerly  a  pupil  of  Dr. 
Batty’s,  who  attended  an  hofpital, 
where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
many  inftances  of  this  diforder.  I 
have  likewife  had  private  patients, 
from  time  to  time,  under  that  difor¬ 
der  •  but  whenever  the  diforder  has 
been  of  lome  continuance,  I  have 
defired  the  afthtanee  of  phyftcians 
who  particularly  attended  perfons  fo 
diford  ered. 

Whether  Sir  George  Baker 
founds  his  opinion,  in  his  anfwer 
to  the  fecond  queftion,  upon  the 
particular  fymptoms  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  cafe,  or  upon  his  experience 
of  the  diforder  in  general,  or  upon 
both  ? 

Upon  my  experience  of  the  difor¬ 
der  in  general. 

Whether,  in  his  Majefty’s  dif¬ 
order,  Sir  George  Baker  fees 
any  prefent  ftgns  of  convalef¬ 
cence  ? 

I  do 


[Z]3 
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I  do  not  fee  any  prefent  iigns  of 
convalefcence. 

Whether  Sir  George  Baker  learns 
from  experience,  that  the  greater 
number  of  perfons,  who  have  been 
affiitted  with  this  diforder,  have  re¬ 
covered  ? 

Upon  general  experience,  the 
greater  part  have  recovered. 

Whether  every  cafe,  in  the  fame 
perlon,  of  a  diforder  which  has  re¬ 
turned,  is  included  in  the  calcula¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  number  of  cures? 

1  will  not  undertake  to  anfwer 
that  queftion. 

Has  the  greater  number  of  men, 
that  have  been  affiidted  with  this 
diforder,  recovered  ? 

1  think  lo. 

Has  the  greater  number  of  per¬ 
fons  recovered,  whofe  diforder  has 
lulled,  without  figns  of  convalef¬ 
cence,  as  long  as  that  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  has  already  done  ? 

Yes,  1  can  anfwer  that  in  the  af¬ 
firmative. 

Was  Sir  George  Baker  in  atten¬ 
dance  upon  his  Majefty,  as  his  phy- 
fician,  previous  to  his  being  afflidted 
with  his  prefect  diforder? 

Yes. 

Whether  Sir  George  Baker  can 
affign  any  known  caufe,  to  which, 
in  his  judgment,  his  Majefty’s  pre¬ 
fent  diforder  is  referrible  ? 

I  can  affign  no  known  caufe  to 
which  his  Majefty’s  prefent  difor¬ 
der  is  referrible. 

Was  the  attack  of  his  Majefty’s 
diforder  Bidden  or  gradual  ? 

Sudden. 

When  did  that  attack  take  place? 
The  frrft  fufpicion  I  had  of  this 
diforder  was  in  the  evening  of  Wed- 
nefday  the  aad  of  October  laft, 
Whether  any  fever,  or  other  com¬ 
plaint,  had  preceded  that  attack? 


There  had  been  fever  and  other 
complaints  •  but  on  that  morning  his 
Majefty  had  no  fever. 

Whether,  in  cafes  where  the  at¬ 
tack  has  been  fudden,  the  recovery 
has  been  Bidden  alfo  ? 

My  obfervations  on  this  diforder 
do  not  enable  me  to  anfwer  that 
queftiqn. 

The  Reverend  Dodor  Francis  Willis, 
called  in ,  and  examined. 

Whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  flats 
of  his  Majefty’s  health  is,  or  is.  not, 
ftich  as  to  render  his  Majefty  inca¬ 
pable,  either  of  coming  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  of  attending  to  public  bu- 
ftnefs  ? 

He  certainly  is  not  capable. 

What  hopes  has  Dr.  Willis  of  his 
Majefty’s  recovery. 

1  have  great  hopes  of  his  Majefty’s 
recovery.  If  it  were  any  other  per^ 
fon  but  his  Majefty,  I  fhould  fcarce 
entertain  a  doubt :  when  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  refledts  upon  an  illneis  of  this 
‘kind,  it  may  deprefs  his  lpirits,  ancf 
retard  his  cure  more  than  a  com¬ 
mon  perfon. 

Can  Dr.  Willis  form  any  judg^ 
ment,  or  probable  conjedture,  of  the 
time  which  his  Majefty’s  illnefs  is 
likely  to  laft  ? 

1  cannot. 

What  degree  of  experience  has 
Dr.  Willis  had  of  the  particular  fpe- 
cies  of  diforder  with  which  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  is  afflicted  ?  , 

A  great  deal  for  twenty-eight 
years  ;  I  imagine  1  have  never  had 
Jefs  than  thirty  patients  every  year 
of  the  time. 

Whether  Doctor  Willis  founds 
his  opinion,  in  his  anfwer  to  the 

fecond 


S  T  A  T  E 

fecond  queftion,  upon  the  particular 
fymptoms  of  his  Majefty’s  cafe,  or 
upon  his  experience  of  the  diforder 
in  general,  or  upon  both  ?  • 

•Upon  both.  . 

Whether,  in  his  .Majefty’s  difqr- 
der,  Dr.  Willis  fees  any  prelent 
ftgns  of  convalefcence  ? 

I  cannot  fay  that  I  do  ;  at  the 
fame  time  there  is  every  thing  lead¬ 
ing  towards  it,  as. the  irritation  has, 
in  a  great  meafure,  fubfided,  which 
mu  ft  precede  convalescence,  or  any 
appearance  of  it:. it  mull  come  on- 
very  gradually. 

W  hetlier  Dr.  Willis  learns  from 
experience,  that  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons,  who  have  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  this  diiorder,  liave  re¬ 
covered  ? 

A  very  great  majority  :  I  do  not- 
think  I  iliould  fpeak  falfe,  ix  I  faid 
nine  out  of  ten,  of  thofe  that  have 
been  put  under  my  care,  within 
three  months  after  they  had  begun 
to  be  aflliCted  with  the  diiorder. 

Whether  every  cure  in  the  fame 
perfon,  of  a  diforder  which  has  re¬ 
turned,  is  included  in  the  calculati¬ 
on  of  the  whole  number  of  cures  ? 

If  a  perfon  has  been  twice  brought 
under  my  care,  and  twice  cured,  I 
reckon  two  cures,  as  I  iliould  of  a 
fever. 

Has  the  greater  number  of  men, 
that  have  been  afflicted  with  this 
diforder,  recovered  ? 

I  never  calculated  that ;  I  did 
not  think  there  was  any  difference 
between  the  two  fexes  as  to  the  faci¬ 
lity  of  cure. 

What  date  of  his  patients  does  he 
confider  as  a  care  ? 

Their  being  able  to  take  upon 
rhemfcives  the  conduCt  of  their  own 
affairs,  and'  to  do  the  fame  bufinefs 
they  were  ufed  to  do  before  they  fell 
ill 
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What  is  the  {honed  fpace  of  time 
within  which,  in  his.  experience,  he 
has  known  perfons,  affe&ed  as  his 
Majefty  is,  reftored  to  health  ? 

Six  weeks  or  two  .months  is  the 
fhoiteft,  I  believe. 

Does  Dr.  Willis  fee  any  thing  in 
his  Majefty’s  cafe  which  enabhs  him 
to  pronounce  that  his  Maiefty  may 
not  be  reftored  to  health  within  that 
compafs  of  time  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  his  attendance  on  his 
Majefty  ? 

I  do  not  fee  any  thing  to  enable 
me  to  pronounce  that  he  may  not. 

Does  Dr.  Willis  fee  any  thing  in 
his  Majefty’s  cafe,  which  enables 
him  to  pronounce  that  his  Majefty 
will  be  reftored  to  health  within  that 
ipace  of  time  ? 

I  cannot  prefume  to  fay  that  he 
will. 

What  has  been  the  longeft  fpace 
of  time  for  which  the  diforder  has 
lafted,  in  the  cafe  of  fuch  patients 
as  have  been  brought  to  him  with¬ 
in  three  months  from  the  bevin- 
ning  or  tne  attack,  and  have  reco¬ 
vered  ? 

A  year  and  a  half,  I  believe,  has 
been  the  longeft  of  fuch  patients  as 
have  been  brought  to  me  •,  and  few 
have  been  fo  long. 

What  is  the  moft  ordinary  fpace  of 
time  he  has  found  neceftary  for  the 
cure  of  fuch  patients  ? 

f  Iliould  think  five  or  fix  months  as 
near  as  I  can  calculate. 

How  long  has  Dr.  Willis  attended 
his  Majefty  ? 

Since  Friday  morning  laft. 
Whether,  from  your  own  obfer- 
vation,  or  from  the  particulars 
which  have  been  communicated  to 
you,  you  can  aftign  any  known 
caufe  to  which,  in  your  judgment, 
his  Majefty’s  diforder  is  refera¬ 
ble  ? 


From 
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From  my  own  experience  with  re¬ 
gard  to  his  Majefty,  I  cannot  fay 
any  thing ;  but  from  a  very  parti¬ 
cular  detail  of  his  mode  and  man¬ 
ner  of  life  for  twenty- feven  years,  I 
do  imagine,  that  weighty  bufinefs, 
fevere  exercile,  and  too  great  abfte- 
inioufncfs,  and  little  reft,  has  been 
too  much  for  his  conftitution.— It  is 
very  early  to  give  an  opinion,  and 
I  may  be  miftaken  j  but  I  am  the 
more  inclined  to  think  myfelf  right, 
becaufe  the  medicine  that  has  been 
given  his  Majefty  ever  fince  Sunday 
morning,  and  was  intended  to  meet 
and  counteract  thdfe  caufes,  has  had 
as  much  effedt  as  I  could  wiili  -  and 
bis  Majefty  has  certainly  been  gra¬ 
dually  better  from  the  firft  ftx  hours 
of  his  taking  it. 

Whether  you  have  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  circumftances  you 
have  enumerated  are  frequently  caufes 
of  this  diforder  ? 

I  believe  they  are  very  frequent¬ 
ly. 

Where  the  diforder  has  arifen 
from  fuch  caufes,  have  you  frequent¬ 
ly  known  it  cured  ? 

Very  frequently. 

Have  the  greater  number  of  thofe 
cafes  been  cured  or  not  ? 

Certainly.  I  believe  they  are 
more  eafjly  to  be  cured,  than  where 
the  diforder  proceeds  from  exceftlve 
drinking,  or  other  intemperance  or 
fume  other  caufes. 

Doftor  Thomas  Gifborne  called  in 
and  examined. 

Whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  ftate 
of  his  Myiefty’s  health  is,  or  is  not-, 
fuch  as  to  render  hisjvlajcfty  incapa¬ 
ble  of  coming  to  Parliament,  or  of  at¬ 
tending  to  public  buftnefs  ? 

I  think  he  is  abfolutely  incapa¬ 
ble. 


What  hopes  has  Doctor  Gifborne 
of  his  Majefty’s  recovery  ? 

I  think  there  are  hopes. 

Can  Dodtor  Gifborne  form  any 
judgment,  or  probable  conjedture,  of 
the  time  which  his  Majefty’s  illncfs  is 
lifeely  to  laft  ? 

I  think  thatis  impoflibie. 

What  degree  of  experience  Has 
Dr.  Gifborne  had  of  the  particular 
fpecies  of  diforder  with  which  his 
Majefty  is  aftlidted  ? 

Not  much  particular  experience. 
I  have  feen  perfons  affected  in  the 
fame  way,  even  to  a  greater  degree, 
who  have  recovered. 

Whether  Dr.  Gifborne  founds  his 
opinion,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  fecond 
queftion,  upon  the  particular  fymp- 
toms  of  his  Majefty  s  cafe,  or  upon 
His  experience  of  the  diforder  in  ge¬ 
neral,  or  upon  both  ? 

Upon  both. 

Whether,  in  his  Majefty’s  diforder, 
Dr.  Gifborne  fees  any  prefent  figns  of 
conyalefcerrce  ? 

I  think  that  can  hardly  be  faid. 

Whether  Dr.  Gifborne  can  ailign 
any  known  caufe  to  which,  in  his 
judgment,  his  Majefty’s  prefent  dif- 
prder  is  referrible  ? 

No. 

Do  ft  or  Anthony  Addington  called  in% 

and  examined. 

/  v 

Whether,  in  your  opinion,  the 
ftate  of  his  Majefty’s  health  is,  or  is 
not,  fuch  as  to  render  his  Majefty  in¬ 
capable  either  of  coming  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  or  of  attending  to  public  bu~ 
linefs  ? 

I  think  he  is  incapable,  at  leaft  he 
was  when  I  faw  his  Majefty  laft.  It 
was  about  a  week  ago. 

What  hopes  has  Dr.  Addington  of 
his  Majefty’s  recovery  ? 


I  thjnk 
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t  think  there  are  very  good  grounds 
of  hope. 

Can  Dr.  Addington  form  any 
Judgment,  or  probable  conjecture,  of 
the  time  which  his  Majefty’s  illnefs  is 
likely  to  lafb  ? 

ft  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  form  any 
certain  judgment  or  conjecture. 

What  degree  of  experience  has 
Dr.  Addington  had  of  the  particular 
fpeejes  of  dilhrder  with  which  his 
Majefty  is  affheied  ? 

I  had  patients,  in  a  houfe  that  I 
built  at  Reading,  for  five  years  ante¬ 
cedent  to  the  year  1754?  v/hen  I  came 
to  London. 

Do  you  found  your  opinion,  in 
your  anfwer  to  the  tecoiid  qu eft  ion, 
upon  the  particular  fymptonxs  of  his 
Maiefty’s  cafe,  or  upon  your  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  diforder  in  general,  or 
upon  both  ? 

*  I  think  there  is  fome  reafon  to 
found  it  upon  fymptoms,  as  well  as 
experience.  Though  1  have  teen 
his  Majefty  very  unquiet,^  jt  did 
not  arife  to  that  degree  .of  inquie¬ 
tude  which  denoted  a  difeafe  that 
would  be  of  very  long  duration,  f 
thought  there  was  fomething  in  the 
very  habit  of  body,  as  well  as  in  his 
Majefty’s  complexion,  and  in  what 
had  been  his  way  of  life,  that  wes 
very  favourable  to  a  cure.  Where 
there  is  not  a  very  great  exertion 
of  body  or  mind,  permns  who  have 
lived  in  the  way  his  .Majefty  has 
done,  are  very  rarely  liable  to  this 
illnefs. — From  the  account  I  had 
from  my  brethren,  who  had  tne 
honour  to  attend  h;s  Majefty,  I  had 
very  great  expectations  that  it  would 
end  happily,  from  this  mrcumftance 
—that  it  had  not  for  its  forerunner 
that  melancholy  which  ufually  pre¬ 
cedes  a  tedious  illnefs  of  this  fort. 
I  never  knew  an  inftance  of  an  ill— 
iicfs,  that,  under  proper  care,  run  to 
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any  great  length,  which  had  not 
been  fo  preceded. — As  lor  experi¬ 
ence,  I  have  vifited  a  conftderable 
number  of  patients  in  that  difeafe, 
in  and  round  Reading. — Finding 
they  could  not  be  taken  1o  much 
care  of  as  they  ought  to  be  m  tneir 
hordes,  and  that  1  might  be  as  little 
interrupted  as  poilibie  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  other  branches  of  my  pre- 
f diion,  I  built  a  houfe,  contiguous 
to  my  own,  for  the  reception  of 
inch  patients.- — I  vifited  them  there 
conftantly  every  day. — I  had  from 
eight  to  ten  patients  there  ufu-ally  at 
a  time.  During  that  time,  two  pa¬ 
tients  were  admitted,  who  we  re 
reafonably  deemed  to  be  incurable 
at  the  time  of  their  coming,  and  for 
years  before.  During  the  charge 
of  my  patients,  for  hve  years  to¬ 
gether,  at  that  houfe,  I  never  had 
more  than  two  other  patients  that 
were  not  cured  within  the  year,  and 
continued  well,  as  far  as  ever  l 
knew.  Some  recovered  in  much 
fhorter  time ;  and  I  had  feveral 
tftat  were  quite  well  within  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  year.  If  any  of  thofe  per- 
fons  had  relapfed,  I  believe,  from 
the  partial  opinion  of  their  families, 
I  iliould  have  heard  of  it.  W hero 
there  is  a  relapfe,  I  fhould  not  call  it 
a  nerfeCl  cure. 

X.  n  • 

What  ftate  of  the  patients  did 
Dr.  Addington  confideras  a  cure  ? 

When  the  patient  was  able  to  do 
every  thing  that  a  man  in  health 
does. 

What  were  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  the  two  patients  before 
mentioned  by  DoCfor  Addington, 
which  occafioned  their  being  deemed 
incurable  ? 

One  of  thofe  perfens  had  been  for 
many  years  under  the  care  of  a  very 
fkilful  phylician,  in  an  houfe  for  the 
reception  of  patients  under  this  dif¬ 
order. 
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order.  It  was  a  cafe  that  was  dif¬ 
ferent  from  all  others  with  which  I 
have  been  acquainted,  both  in  the 
caufe,  nnd  in  the  circumftances 
which  preceded  and  attended  it. 
The  other  was  a  patient  who,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  had  been  ill  very  many  years ; 
flie  had  been  for  fome  time  under 
the  care  of  an  eminent  phyfician, 
who  wiihed  her  to  be  put  into  a 
houfe  where  ihe  might  be  taken 
care  of  for  life  ;  fhe  was  atrabilious 
in  the  high  eft  degree,  and  died,  from 
the  effects  of  that  diforder,  in  about 
a  week. 

Whether  the  majority  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  under  your  care  were  men  or 
women  ? 

I  think  nearly  equal. 

Whether  Dr.  Addington  profeffed 
to  take,  and  did  in  faCt  take,  all  pa¬ 
tients  that  were  offered  him  ? 

I  had  not  always  room.  I  exclud¬ 
ed  none  on  account  of  the  nature  of 
the  diforder. 

What  has  been  Dr.  Addington’s 
attendance  on  his  Majefty  ? 

I  faw  his  Majefty  for  three  days 
fucceffively,  and  for  twice  each  day 
fora  conliderable  time. 

Whether,  during  the  time  of  that 
attendance,  he  oblerved  any  figns 
of  actual  convalefcence  in  his  Majefty  ? 
No. 

Whether,’  from  your  own  obfer- 
vation,  or  from  the  particulars  which 
have  been  communicated  to  you,  you 
can  aftign  any  known  caufe  to  which, 
in  your  judgment,  his  Majefty ’s  dif¬ 
order  is  referrible  ? 

I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  what  the 
caufe  was,  either  from  what  I  faw, 
or  what  was  communicated  to  me, 
I  do  not  chufe  to  hazard  a  conjecture. 

Sir  Lucas  Pepys  called  in ,  and  ex¬ 
amined. 

Whether,  in  your  opinion,  the 


ftate  of  his  Majefty’s  health  is  futh 
as  to  render  his  Majefty  incapable, 
either  of  coming  to  parliament,  or  of 
attending  to  public  bufinefs  ? 

The  ftate  of  his  Majefty’s  health 
is  certainly  fuch  os  to  render  him 
incapable  of  coming  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  attending  to  public  bufi- 
nefs. 

What  hopes  has  Sir  Lucas  Pepys 
of  his  Majefty’s  recovery  ? 

I  have  the  fame  hopes  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  recovery  as  I  ihoulcf  have  if 
he  were  labouring  under  any  other 
difeafe,  of  which  I  knew  that  the 
majority  labouring  under  it  did  re¬ 
cover.  That  the  majority  do  reco¬ 
ver,  I  am  fatished  from  my  own  ex¬ 
perience,  and  from  the  affurance  of  a 
perfon  who  has  moft  experience  in 
cafes  of  this  fort. 

Can  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  form  any 
judgment,  or  probable  conjecture, 
of  the  time  which  his  Majefty’s  ill— 
riels  is  likely  tolaft  ? 

It  is  impoftible  to  form  any  con¬ 
jecture  on  that  fuhjeCt. 

What  degree  of  experience  has 
Sir  Lucas  Pepys  had  of  the  particu¬ 
lar  fpecies  of  diforder  with  which 
his  Majefty  is  affiiCted  ? 

I  have  occaftonally  feen  feveral 
perfons  under  that  diforder,  fome- 
times  alone,  but  more  frequently 
with  thofe  whofe  practice  leads  them 
more  particularly  to  attend  to  it. 

Whether,  in  his  Majefty’s  difor¬ 
der,  Sir  Lucas  Pepys  fees  any  pre- 
fent  figns  of  convalefcence  ? 

His  Majefty  is  more  quiet  than  he 
has  been ;  but  there  are  no  prefent 
figns  of  immediate  convalefcence. 

Are  there  any  aCtual  fymptoms 
at  prefent,  which  lead  Sir  Lucas 
Pepys  to  entertain  more  favourable 
hopes  of  his  Majefty’s  recovery, 
than  he  has  hitherto  had  during  his 
attendance  ? 

I  think 


STATE  P 

I  think  there  are  very  material 
fymptoms,  as  his  Majefty’s  general 
ftate  of  health  is  certainly  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  it  was. 

Is  the  amendment  that  has  taken 
place,  only  in  his  Majefty’s  gene¬ 
ral  ftate  of  health,  or  is  there 
any  abatement  of  his  particular  dil- 
orcjer  ?  . 

From  his  Majefty’s  general  ftate 
of  health  being  better,  his  fleep  is 
more  quiet,  his  appetite  is  better, 
and  he  is  more  in  his  idual  ftate  ^ 
all  which  circumftances  muft  previ- 
oully  occur  before  recovery ;  but 
thefe  are  only  leading  fteps  towards 
recovery1 — the  diforder  ft  ill  remains  j 
it  is  difficult  to  fay  whether  it  is  ac¬ 
tually  abated. 

What  does  Sir  Lucas  Pepvs  mean 
by  his  Majefty  being  more  in  his  ufual 
ftate  ? 

More  quiet,  and  in  a  lefts  perturbed 
ftate. 

Whether  it  is  Sir  Lucas  Pepys’s 
opinion,  that  there  is,  or  is  not,  at 
prefent  any  abatement  ot  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  diforder  ? 

I  have  anfwered  it,  by  faying 
that  it  is  difficult  to  fay  whether 
there  is  any  aCtual  abatement,  and 
I  wifh  to  explain  my  meaning  in 
thefe  words.  The  only  way  of  ex¬ 
plaining  it  is  by  analogy  to  iome 
other  complaint.  In  the  cafe  of  a 
mortification,  where  the  bark  would 
moft  probably  effect  a  cure,  I  could 
not  fay,  during  leveral  hours  after 
its  being  taken,  whether  there  was, 
or  was  not,  any  abatement  of  the 
mortification:  fo,  in  the  cafe  of  his 
Majefty,  I  cannot  fay  whether  the 
return  of  general  health  has,  or  has 
not,  yet  produced  any  aCtual  abate¬ 
ment  of  the  particular  diforder  ;  but 
iuch  a  return  of  general  good  health 
would  lead  me  to  be  of  opinion 
that  an  evident  abatement  might 
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be  expected.  I  can,  however,  fay, 
that  no  adtual  evident  abatement 
has  yet  taken  place. 

When  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  in  his 
anfwer  to  the  lecond  queftion,  ftates 
that  the  majority  of  perfons  labour¬ 
ing  under  the  fame  diforder  with 
his  Majefty  do  recover,  does  he 
mean  to  include  all  the  different 
lpecies  of  the  diforder,  or  to  con¬ 
fine  himfelf  to  that  particular  Ipe- 
cies  with  which  his  Majefty  is  af- 
feCtcd  ? 

I  mean  in  that  eftimate  to  fpeak  of 
the  diforder  generally,  and  not  fpe- 
cially. 

Can  you  aftign  any  known  caufe 
to  which,  in  your  judgment,  his 
Majefty’s  prefent  diforder  is  refer- 
ribie  ? 

I  know  no  evident  or  aflignable 
caufe. 

Is  his  Majefty’s  a  frequent  fpecies 
of  the  diforder? 

It  is  a  frequent  fpecies  of  the  dif¬ 
order. 

In  this  fpecies,  do  the  majority  re¬ 
cover  ? 

Certainly,  in  this  fpecies  the  ma¬ 
jority  do  recover. 

Dad  or  Henry  Revel  Reynolds  callec 
iny  and  examined. 

Whether,  in  your  opinion,  tin 
ftate  of  his  Majefty’s  health  is,  or  i 
not,  fuch  as  to  render  his  Majeft] 
incapable,  either  of  coming  to  par 
liament,  or  of  attending  to  publf 
bufinefs  ? 

His  Majefty  is  certainly  incapabl 
of  it. 

What  hopes  has  DoCtor  Reynold 
of  his  Majefty’s  recovery? 

I  think  there  are  well-founde> 
hopes  of  his  Majefty’s  recovery. 

Can  Dr.  Reynolds  form  an 

judgmen1 
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judgment,  or  probable  conjecture,  of 
die  time  which  his  Maj city’s  illnefs 
is  likely  to  laft  ? 

Mo. 

What  degree  of  experience  has 
Dr,  Reynolds  had  of  the  particular 
fpecies  of  diforder  with  which  his 
Majefty  is  afflicted.? 

I  have  been  almofl  twenty  years 
in  bin'iiiefs,  and  in  the  coutfe  of 
that  time  I  have  feen  a  great  num¬ 
ber  under  this  diforder,  both  fingly 
and  together  with  others. 

Whether  you  found  your  opinion, 
in  your  anfwer  to  the  fecond  quef- 
tion,  upon  the  particular  fymptoms 
of  his  Maj city’s  cafe,  or  upon  your 
experience  of  the  diforder  in  gene¬ 
ral,  or  ppon  both  ? 

Rather  upon  general  experience  ; 
though  I  think  there  is  nothing  pe¬ 
culiar  in  his  Majeity’s  cafe  which 
forbids  the  prefumption  of  reco¬ 
very. 

Whether,  in  his  Majeity’s  difor¬ 
der,  you  fee  any  prefent  iigns  of 
ton  valefcence  ? 

I  do  not  fee  any  prefent  iigns  of 
:on valefcence  $  though  I  think  his 
Majeity’s  being  quieter,  and  in  a 
better  itate  of  general  health,  would 
lead  me  to  hope  that  it  is  a  itep  to¬ 
wards  it. 

Whether  Dr.  Reynolds  learns 
rom  experience,  that  the  greater 
mmber  of  perfons  afflicted  with 
his  diforder  have  recovered  ? 

The  greater  number,  I  think, 
.ave  recovered. 

Whether  Dr.  Reynolds  appre- 
lends,  that  in  calculations  founded 
m  general  experience,  every  cure 
n  the  fame  perfon  is  included  ? 

I  apprehend  that  it  is— ‘they  con- 
id  er  every  diftant  relay. fe  as  a  new 
lifeafe. 

Wether  Dr.  Reynolds  can  af- 
i-g3  any  known  caufe  to  which,  in 


his  judgment,  his  Majefty 's  diforder 
is  referrible  ? 

No  j  I  cannot. 

Ref  Glut  ions  of  the  Ho  life  of  Com¬ 
mons,  delivered  to  the  Lords  at  a 
Conference  on  the  zyi  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1788. 

I.  np.HAT  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Jk  this  Houfe, 

“  That  his  Majefty  is  prevented, 
“  by  his  prefent  indifpofition,  from 
“  coming  to  his  parliament,  and 
“  from  attending  to  public  buii- 
“  nefs,  and  that  the  perfonal  exer- 
“  cife  of  the  royal  authority  is 
“  thereby  for  the  prefent  interrupt- 
“  ed.” 

II.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Honfe, 

“  That  it  is  the  right  and  duty 
“  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
“  poral  and  Commons  of  Great 
“  Britain  now  aflembled,  and  law- 
“  fully,  fully,  and  freely  repre- 
“  fenting  all  the  eftates  of  the  peo- 
“  pie  of  this  realm,  to  provide  the 
u  means  of  fupplying  the  defeCt  of 
“  the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  royal 
“  authority,  ariiing  from  his  Majef- 
iC  ty’s  faid  indifpofition,  in  fuch  a 
“  manner  as  the  exigency  of  the  cafe 
“  may  appear  to  require.” 

“  Resolved, 

“  That  for  this  purpofe,  and  for 
“  maintaining  entire  the  conftituti- 
“  onal  authority  of  the  King,  it 
“  is  neceffary  that  the  faid  Lords 
“  fpiritual  and  temporal  and  Com- 
“  mons  of  Great  Britain  fooulcl 
“  determine  on  the  means  whereby 
“  the  royal  affent  may  be  given  in 
“  parliament  to  fuch  bill  as  may  be 
u  palLd  by  the  two  Houfes  of  Par- 
“  liament  refpeCting  the  exercife 
“  of  the  powers  and  authorities  of 
the  crown,  in  the  name,  and  on 

“  the 
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“  the  behalf  of  the  King,  during  the 
“  continuance  of  his  IVfaJ city’s  pre- 
“  fcnt  indifpofition.” 


Protefi  of  the  Lords,  on  the  Regency. 

THE  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  from  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe  appointed  to 
take  into  confideration  the  date  of 
the  nation,  and  the  relolutions  of 
the  Commons  relative  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  indifpohtion,  and  the  means 
of  fupplying  the  defeat  of  the  per- 
fonal  exerrife  of  the  Royal  Autho- 
tity  arifing  therefrom,  delivered  at 
a  conference  on  the  23d  December 
inftant,  which  were  referred  thereto. 
And  the  report  of  the  faid  refolutions 
being  read  by  the  clerk, 

Moved  to  agree  with  the  Com¬ 
mons  on  the  faid  refolutions. 

The  question  was  put  thereupon. 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Diffentient. 

1  ft.  Becaufe  we  adhere  to  the  an- 
tient  principle  recognized  and  de¬ 
clared  by  the  a£t  of  the  13th  of 
Charles  the  Second,  that  no  adt  or 
ordinance  with  the  force  and  virtue 
of  a  law,  can  be  made  by  either  or 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  without 
the  King’s  affent,  a  principle  Hand¬ 
ing  as  a  bulwark  to  the  people 
againft  the  two  Houfes,  as  the  two 
Houfes  are  “their  Security  againft  the 
Crown. 

2dly.  Becaufe  this  principle  is 
tacitly  admitted  by  tbey  third  reso¬ 
lution,  while  it  overthrows  the  prac¬ 
tice  by  the  fimilate  appearance  of 
the  Royal  Affent  under  a  commif- 
fion  to  pafs  bills,  a  commiffion 
which  would  be  inconhflent  with 
the  provifions  of  an  a£t  oi  the  33d 
Henry  the  Eighth,  requiring  that 


every  commiffion  fhall  be  ligned  by 
his  Majefty’s  hand.  In  our  prefent 
unhappy  fituatton  that  dfential  re- 
quilite  being  unattainable,  we  can¬ 
not  condefcend  to  give  a  iantiion  tc 
a  counterfeit  reprefentation  of  the 
Royal  fignature,  and  we  dare  1101 
affume  a  powder  to  difpenfe  with  th< 
law  which  makes  that  fignature  ef 
fential  to  the  validity  of  a  commif 
lion  to  pafs  bills. 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  conceive  tha 
the  unqueftionable  rights  of  the  peo 
pie,  fo  fallacioufly  reprefented  a 
being  upheld  by  thefe  refolutions 
are  violently  infringed  by  an  un 
neceflary  affumption  on  the  part  o 
the  two  Houfes,  of  powers  beyorn 
thofe  which  the  nation  has  aftignei 
them.  Invariable  practices  in  al 
good-  times,  and  pofitive  Jaws  efta 
bl  idled  by  compleat  parliaments 
truly  and  conftitutionally  repre 
fenting  the  nation,  have  define* 
thofe  powers.  And  we  cannot  bu 
regard  with  the  utmoft  apprehen 
fion,  any  propofal  to  overftep  thof 
boundaries,  when  the  confequenc 
of  fuch  ufurpation  is  fo  fatal! 
marked  in  the  hiflory  of  our  coun 
try. 

4thly.  Becaufe  it  was  conftffe* 
in  the  debate,  that  the  powers  0 
this  commiffion  were  not  to  be  con 
fined  folely  to  the  a£t  of  appoint 
ing  a  Regent ;  to  what  other  pur 
pofes  they  may  extend  were  no 
explained.  State  neceflity,  the  a 
vowed  ground  of  the  meafure,  ma; 
fcrve  as  the  pretext  to  any  diminu 
tion  of  the  juft  prerogative  of  th* 
Crown,  and  of  the  liberties  of  th 
people,  that  beft  fuits  the  defigns  0 
ambition.— — fatal  experience  ha< 
/hewn  to  our  anceftors  the  bound 
Ms  mifcliief  of  power  thus  ufurpe* 
under  plaufible  appearances  :  an< 
it  is  particularly  the  duty  of  th 
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Houfe  of  Peers  to  check  the  re¬ 
newal  of  a  practice  to  affurne  the 
name,  without  the  fubftance  of  the 
Royal  Authority,  by  which  this 
Houfe  was  once  annihilated,  the 
monarchy  overthrown,  and  the  li¬ 
berties  of  the  people  fubdued. 

5thly.  Becaufe  thefe  dangerous 
and  alarming  confequences  of  the 
meafure  adopted,  would  have  been 
obviated  by  the  amendment  reject¬ 
ed.  It  propofed  to  fubftitute  a  niea- 
fare  conformable  to  the  practice  of 
our  anceftors  at  the  glorious  tera  of 
the  revolution.  They  feized  not  up¬ 
on  public  neceffity  as  a  convenience 
for  the  ufurpation  of  new  powers, 
but  proceeded  in  a  plain  and  explicit 
form  to  the  revival  of  the  Royal  Au¬ 
thority  with  full  efficacy,  before  they 
entered  upon  the  exercife  of  their  le- 
giflative  functions.  Purfuing  a  f  milar 
eourfe,  the  amendment  propofed  the 
immediate  nomination  of  the  natural 
reprefentative  of  the  King,  the  Heir 
Apparent  of  the  Crown,  to  whom 
alone,  it  was  univerfally  admitted, 
the  eyes  and  hearts  of  all  men,  du¬ 
ring  the  prefent  unhappy  conjunc¬ 
ture,  were  turned  :  that  with  a  per¬ 
fect  and  efficient  legiflature,  fuch 
future  provilions  might  be  enaCted 
as  the  prefervation  of  the  full  and  un- 
diminifhed  authority  of  the  crown, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  may 
require. 
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Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Pitt  to  the  Prince  of  Wales ,  Dec. 

3°* 

S  I  R, 

THE  proceedings  in  parliament 
being  now  brought  to  a  point, 
which  will  retider  it  neceflary  to 
propofe  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
the  particular  meafures  to  be  taken 

for 
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tor  fupplying  the  defed  of  the  per- 
fonal  exercife  of  the  royal  autho¬ 
rity,  during  the  prefent  interval,  and 
your  Royal  Highnefs  having  lome 
time  fmce  fignitied  your  pleafure, 
that  any  communication  on  this  fub- 
jed  fhould  be  in  writing,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  refpedfully  entreating  your 
Royal  Highnefs’s  permiifion  to  fub- 
mit  to  your  confederation  the  outlines 
of  the  plan,  which  his  Majefty’s 
confidential  fervants  humbly  con¬ 
ceive  (according  to  the  beft  judg¬ 
ment  which  they  are  able  to  form) 
to  be  proper  to  be  propofed  in  the 
prefent  circumftances. 

It  is  their  humble  opinion,  that 
your  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  be  em¬ 
powered  to  exercife  the  Royal  au¬ 
thority  in  the  name  and  on  the  be¬ 
half  of  his  Majefty,  during  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  illnefs,  and  to  do  all  ads 
which  might  legally  be  done  by  his 
Majefty  ;  with  provifions,  neverthe- 
lefs,  that  the  care  of  his  Majefty’s 
royal  perfon,  and  the  management  of 
his  Majefty’s  houfehold,  and  the  di- 
redion  and  appointment  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  fervants  therein,  fhould  be 
in  the  Queen,  under  fuch  regula¬ 
tions  as  may  be  thought  neceffary. 
— That  the  power  to  be  exercifed  by 
your  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  granting  the  real  or 
perfonal  property  of  the  King,  (ex¬ 
cept  as  far  as  relates  to  the  renewal 
of  leafes),  to  the  granting  any  office 
in  reverfion,  or  to  the  granting, 
for  any  other  term  than  during  his 
Majefty’s  pleafure,  any  penfion,  or 
any  office  whatever,  except  fuch  as 
muft  by  law  be  granted  for  life, 
or  during  good  behaviour  ;  nor  to 
the  granting  any  rank  or  dignity 
of  the  peerage  of  this  realm  to  any 
perfon  except  his  Majefty’s  iffue  who 
ftiall  have  attained  the  age  of  21 
years. 
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Thefe  are  the  chief  points  which 
have  occurred  to  his  Majefty’s  fer¬ 
vants.  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
their  ideas  are  formed  on  the  fup- 
pofition  that  his  Majefty’s  illnefs  is 
only  temporary,  and  may  be  of  no 
long  duration.  It  may  be  difficult 
to  fix  beforehand,  the  precife  period 
for  which  thefe  provifions  ought  to 
laft  ;  but  if  unfortunately  his  Majefty’s 
recovery  fhould  be  protruded  to  a 
more  diftant  period  than  there  is 
reafon  at  prefent  to  imagine,  it  will 
be  open  hereafter  to  the  wifdom  of 
parliament,  to  r^confider  thefe  provi¬ 
fions  whenever  the  circumftances  ap¬ 
pear  to  call  for  it. 

If  your  Royal  Highnefs  fhould 
be  pleafed  to  require  any  farther 
explanation  on  the  fubjed,  and  fhould 
condefcend  to  fignify  your  orders, 
that  I  fhould  have  the  honour  ot 
attending  your  Royal  Highnefs  for 
that  purpofe,  or  to  intimate  any 
other  mode  in  which  your  Royal 
Highnefs  may  wifh  to  receive  fuch 
explanation,  I  fhall  refpedfully  wait 
your  Royal  Highnefs’s  commands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  the  utmoft  deference  and 
fubmiffion. 

Sir, 

Your  Royal  Highnefs’s 
Moft  dutiful  and  devoted  fervant, 

W.  Pitt. 

D owning- flretty  T'uefday  Night , 
December  30,  1788. 


Anfwer  to  the  foregoing  Letter ,  deli¬ 
vered  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  the 
Lord  Chancellory  Jan.  1,  1789. 

THE  Prince  of  Wales  learns 
from  Mr.  Pitt’s  letter,  that 
the  proceedings  in  parliament  are 

now 
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new  in  a  train,  which  enables  Mr. 
Pit c,  according  to  the  intimation  in 
his  former  letter,  to  communicate 
to  the  Prince  the  outlines  Or  the 
plan  which  his  Majelhy’s  confiden¬ 
tial  fervants  conceive  to  be  proper 
to  be  propofed  in  the  prvfent  cir- 
cumftances. 

Concerning  the  fieps  already  ta¬ 
ken  by  Mr.  Pitt  the  Prince  is  filent. 
Nothing  done  by  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament  can  be  a  proper  fub- 
jedi  of  his  animadverficn ;  but  when, 
previously  to  any  difcuflion  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  outlines  of  a  fcheme  ot 
government  are  fent  for  his  coniide- 
ration,  in  which  it  is  propofed  that 
lie  iliall  be  perfonally  and  principal¬ 
ly  concerned,  and  by  which  the 
Royal  authority,  and  the  public  wel¬ 
fare,  may  be  deeply  affedted,  the 
Prince  would  be  unjuftifiable,  were 
he  to  withhold  an  explicit  declarati¬ 
on  of  his  fentiments.  His  filence 
might  be  conftrued  into  a  previous 
approbation  of  a  plan,  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  which  every  motive  of 
duty  to  his  father  and  fovereign,  as 
well  as  of  regard  for  the  public  inte- 
reft,  obliges  him  to  confider  as  injuri¬ 
ous  to  both. 

In  the  date  of  deep  di  ft  refs,  in 
which  the  Prince  and  the  whole 
Royal  Family  were  involved,  by  the 
heavy  calamity  which  has  fallen  up¬ 
on  the  King,  and  at  a  moment  when 
government,  deprived  of  its  chief 
energy  and  fupport,  feemed  peculi¬ 
arly  to  need  the  cordial  and  united 
aid  of  all  defcriptions  of  good  fub- 
jedls,  it  was  not  expedted  by-  the 
Prince,  that  a  plan  fhould  be  offered 
to  his  condderation,  by  which  go¬ 
vernment  was  to  be  rendered  diffi¬ 
cult,  if  not  impracticable,  in  the 
hands  of  any  perion  intended  to  re- 
prefent  the  King’s  authority,  much 
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lefs  in  the  hands  of  his  elded  fon**** 
the  heir  apparent  of  his  kingdoms, 
and  the  perfon  mod  bound  to  the 
maintenance  of  his  Majefty’s  juft  pre¬ 
rogatives  and  authority,  as  well  as 
molt  tnterefted  in  the  happinefs,  the 
profpetity,  and  the  glory  of  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

The  Prince  forbears  to  remark  on 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  fketch  of 
the  plan  laid  before  him  ;  he  appre¬ 
hends  it  mull  have  been  formed  with 
fufticient  deliberation  to  preclude  the 
probability  of  any  argument  of  his 
producing  an  alteration  of  fentiment 
in  the  proje&ors  of  it.  But  he  trufts, 
with  confidence,  to  the  wifdom  and 
juftice  of  parliament,  when  the 
whole  of  this  fubjedt,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  connedted  with  it,  iliall 
come  under  their  deliberation. 

He  obferves,  therefore,  only  ge¬ 
nerally  on  the  heads  communicated 
by  Mr.  Pitt— and  it  is  with  deep 
Tegret  the  Prince  makes  the  obferva- 
tion,  that  he  fees  in  the  contents  of 
that  paper,  a  projedt  for  producing 
weaknefs,  diforder,  and  infecurity 
in  every  branch  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  affairs.— A  projedt  for  divid¬ 
ing  the  Royal  Family  from  each 
other— for  feparating  the  court  from 
the  ftate  •,  and  therefore,  by  disjoin¬ 
ing  government,  from  its  natural  and 
accuftomed  fupport,  a  fcheme  for 
difconnedting  the  authority  to  com¬ 
mand  fervice,  from  the  power  of 
animating  it  by  reward  ;  and  for 
allotting  to  the  Prince  all  the  invidi¬ 
ous  duties  of  government,  without 
the  means  of  foftening  them  to  the 
public,  by  any  one  adt  of  grace,  fa¬ 
vour,  or  benignity. 

The  Prince’s  feelings  on  contem¬ 
plating  this  plan,  are  alfo  rendered 
ftill  more  painful  to  him,  by  ob- 
ferving  that  ir  is  net  founded  on 

any 
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any  general  principle,  but  is  cal¬ 
culated  to  infufe  jealoufies  and  fuf- 
picions  (wholly  groundlefs,  he  trufts) 
in  that  quarter,  whofe  confidence  it 
will  ever  be  the  firft  pride  of  his  life 
to  meric  and  obtain. 

With  regard  to  the  motive  and 
objeCt  of  the  limitations  and  reftric- 
tions  propofed,  the  Prince  can  have 
but  little  to  obferve.  No  light  or 
information  is  offered  him  by  his 
Majefty’s  minifters  on  thefe  points. 
They  have  informed  him  <what 
the  powers  are  which  they  mean  to 
refufe  him,  not  why  they  are  with¬ 
held. 

The  Prince,  however,  holding  as 
he  does,  that  it  is  an  undoubted 
and  fundamental  principle  of  this 
conftitution,  that  the  powers  and 
prerogatives  of  the  crown  are  veiled 
there,  as  a  trull  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  ;  and  that  they  are  la- 
cred  only  as  they  are  neceftary  to 
the  prelervation  of  that  poife  and 
balance  of  the  conftitution,  which 
experience  has  proved  to  be  the 
true  fecuritv  of  the  liberty  of  the 
fubject — mull'  be  allowed  to  ob¬ 
ferve,  that  the  plea  of  public  uti¬ 
lity  ought  to  be  flrong,  manifeft, 
and  urgent,  which  calls  for  the 
extinction  or  fufpenfion  of  any  one 
of  thofe  eftential  rights  in  the  fu- 
preme  power  or  its  reprefentative  ; 
or  which  can  juftify  the  Prince  in 
canfenting,  that  in  his  perfon  an  ex¬ 
periment  fhall  be  made,  to  afcer- 
tain  with  how  fmall  a  portion  of  the 
kingly  power  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  country  may  be  carried 
on. 

The  Prince  has  only  to  add,  that 
if  fecurity  for  his  Majefty’s  re- 
poffc fling  his  rightful  government, 
whenever  it  ilia  11  pl'eafe  Providence, 
!.n  bounty  to  the  country,  to  remove 
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the  calamity  with  which  he  is 
afflidted,  be  any  part  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  plan,  the  Prince  has 
only  to  be  convinced  that  any  mea- 
fure  is  necelfary,  or  even  conducive, 
to  that  end,  to  be  the  firft  to 
urge  it  as  the  preliminary  and 
paramount  confideration  of  any  fet- 
tlement  in  which  he  would  confent 
to  fliare. 

If  attention  to  what  is  prefumed 
might  be  his  Majefty’s  feelings 
and  wiflies  on  the  happy  day  of 
his  recovery,  be  the  objeCt,  it  is 
with  the  truefl  fincerity  the  Prince 
expreftfes  his  firm  conviction,  that 
no  event  would  be  more  repugnant 
to  the  feelings  of  his  royal  father, 
than  the  knowledge,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  his  foil  and  reprefenta¬ 
tive  had  exhibited  the  Sovereign 
power  of  the  realm  in  a  ftate  of 
degradation,  of  curtailed  authority 
and  diminifhed  energy — a  ftate, 
hurtful  in  practice  to  the  profperity 
and  good  government  of  his  people, 
and  injurious  in  its  precedent  to 
the  fecurity  of  the  monarch,  and  the 
rights  of  his  family. 

Upon  that  part  of  the  plan  which 
regards  the  King’s  real  and  perfon- 
al  property,  the  Prince  feels  him- 
felf  compelled  to  remark,  that  it 
was  not  neceftary  for  Mr.  Pitt,  nor 
proper  to  fuggeft  to  the  Prince,  the 
reftraint  he  propofes  againft  the 
Prince’s  granting  away  the  King’s 
real  and  perfonal  property.  The 
Prince  does  not  conceive,  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  King’s  life,  he  is,  by  law, 
entitled  to  make  any  fuch  grant  ; 
and  he  is  fure,  that  he  has  never 
fhewn  the  fmalleft  inclination  to 
poftbfs  any  fuch  power.  But  it  re¬ 
mains  with  Mr.  Pitt  to  confider  the 
eventual  interefts  of  the  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  to  provide  a  proper  and 
[  A  a  ]  natural 
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natural  fecurity  againft  the  mifma- 
liagement  of  them  by  others. 

The  Prince  has  difcharged  an  in- 
difpenfable  duty,  in  thus  giving  his 
free  opinion  on  the  plan  fu omitted  to 
his  confideration. 

His  ccnviblion  of  the  evils  which 
may  arife  to  the  King’s  intetefts,  to 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the 
Royal  Family,  and  to  the  fafety  and 
welfare  of  the  nation,  from  the 
government  of  the  country  remain¬ 
ing  longer  in  its  prefent  maimed 
and  debilitated  ftate,  outweighs  in 
the  Prince’s  mind,  every  other 
confideration,  and  will  determine 
him  to  undertake  the  painful  truft 
impofed  upon  him  by  the  prefent 
melancholy  neceflity  (which  of  all 
the  King’s,  lubjebls  he  deplores  the 
moil)  in  full  confidence,  that  the 
affection  and  loyalty  to  the  King, 
the  experienced  attachment  to  the 
houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  gene- 
rofity  which  has  always  diftiriguifii- 
ed  this  nation,  will  carry  him 
through  the  many  difficulties,  in¬ 
separable  from  this  moft  critical  fttu- 
ation,  with  comfort  to  himfelf,  with 
honour  to  the  king,  and  with  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  public. 

(Signed) 

Cur letoh  Houfe ,  G.  r. 

January  2,  1789. 
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Refolutions  agreed  to  by  the  Lords 
and  Commons ,  and  prefented  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  on  Friday  Jan. 

3°‘ 

Resolved,  that  for  the  pur- 

pofe  of  providing  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  royal  authority,  during 
the  continuance  of  his  Majefty’s 
illnefs,  in  fuch  manper,  and  to 
fueh  extent,  as  the  prefent  circurfi- 
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fiances  and  the  urgent  concerns  of 
the  nation  appear  to  require,  it  is 
expedient  that  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  refident 
within  the  realm,  fiiall  be  em¬ 
powered  to  exercife  and  adminifter 
the  Royal  Authority,  according  to 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  name  and  on  the  be¬ 
half  of  his  Majefty,  and  under  the 
ftyle  and  title  of  Regent  of  the 
kingdom  $.  and  to  ufe,  execute,  and 
perform,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Majefty,  all  authori¬ 
ties,  prerogatives,  a£ts  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  adminiftration  of  the 
fame,  which  belong  to  the  king  of 
this  realm  to  ufe,  execute,  and 
perform,  according  to  the  laws 
thereof,  fubjebl  to  fuch  limitations 
and  exceptions  as  fiiall  be  provid¬ 
ed. 

Refolved,  that  the  power,  fo  to  be 
given  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  fiiall  not  extend  to 
the  granting  of  any  rank  or  dignity 
to  the  peerage  of  the  realm  to  any 
perfon  whatever,  except  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  royal  ifttie  who  fiiall  have 
attained  the  full  age  of  twenty-one 
years. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  powers 
fiioiild  not  extend  to  the  granting 
of  any  office  whatever  in  reverfion, 
or  to  the  granting  of  any  office, 
falary,  or  penfion,  for  any  other 
term  than  during  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure,  except  fuch  offices  as  are 
by  law  required  to  be  granted 
for  life,  or  during  good  behavi¬ 
our. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  powers 
fiiould  not  extend  to  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  any  part  of  his  Majefty’s 
real  or  perfonal  eftate,  except  fo 
far  as  relates  to  the  renewal  of 
leafes. 


F  efolved, 
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Refolved,  that  the  care  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Royal  Perfon,  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  his  Mqefty’s  illnefs, 
ihould  be  committed  to  the  Queen’s 
moft  excellent  Majefty;  and  that 
her  Majefty  ftrauld  have  power  to 
remove  from,  and  to  nominate  and 
appoint  fuch  perfons  as  idle  fliall 
think  proper,  to  the  feveral  offices  in 
his  Majefty’s  houfehold  ;  and  to  dif- 
pofe,  order,  and  manage  all  other 
matters  and  things  relating  to  the 
care  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  Perfon, 
during  the  time  aforefaid  :  and  that 
for  the  better  enabling  her  Majefty  to 
difcharge  this  important  truft:,  it  is 
alfo  expedient  that  a  council  iliould 
be  appointed,  to  advife  and  aflift  her 
Majefty  in  the  feveral  matters  afore¬ 
faid,  and  with  power  from  time 
to  time,  as  they  may  fee  caufe,  to 
examine  upon  oath  the  phyficians 
and  others  attending  his  Majefty’s 
perfon,  touching  the  ftate  of  his 
Majefty’s  health,  and  all  matters  re¬ 
lative  thereto. 

Die  Mercurii ,  28°  Januarii y  1789. 

Pvefolved,  that  a  committee  be 
appointed,  to  attend  -his  Royal  High- 
mfs  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the 
refolutions  which  have  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Lords  and  Commons 
for  the  purpofe  of  ftippiying  the 
defect  of  the  perfonal  exercife  of 
the  Royal  Authority  during  his 
Majefty’s  illnefs,  by  impowering 
his  Royal  Highnefs  to  exercife 
fuch  authority  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Majefty,  fub- 
ject  to  the  limitations  and  reftridti- 
ons  which  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe  appear  at  prefent  to  require  ; 
and  that  the  committee  do  exprefs 
the  hope  which  the  Lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  and  Commons,  en- 
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tertain,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
from  his  regard  to  the  interefts  of 
his  Majefty  and  the  nation,  will 
be  ready  to  undertake  the  weighty 
and  important  truft  propofed  to  be 
invefted  in  his  Royal  Highnefs,  as 
loon  as  an  adt  of  parliament  fhall 
have  been  pafftd  for  carrying  the 
faid  Refolutions  into  effedt. 


Protejl  of  the  Lords ,  ivho  voted  on 
Friday,  January  23,  again f  agree¬ 
ing  to  the  aforefaid  Refolutions  de¬ 
livered  at  a  Conference  an  the  pre¬ 
ceding  P uef day . 

Dissentient. 

1  ft.  TjECAUSE  wre  firmly  adhere 
JD  to  the  principles  and  argu¬ 
ments,  on  which  we  difapproved 
the  Refolutions  formerly  palled  by 
this  houfe,  efpecialiy  when  the  legis¬ 
lative  power  of  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  unconftitutionally  aftiml- 
ed  by  thofe  Refolutions,  is  meant  to 
be  employed  to  reftridt  or  fufpend 
many  important  and  effential  branches 
of  the  royal  power,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  declared  incapacity  of 
the  King. 

2dly.  Becaufe  we  think  the  power 
of  conferring  the  rank  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  peerage,  as  a  reward 
to  merit,  is  neceftary  to  the  royal 
authority,  in  order  to  afford  an  in¬ 
citement  to  vigorous  exertions  in 
the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  and  is  more 
peculiarly  neceftary  (like  all  other 
parts  of  the  prerogative)  when  the 
regal  power  is  to  be  exercifed 
by  a  fubftitute,  with  an  authority 
uncertain  and  precarious  in  its  dura¬ 
tion  :  but  efpecialiy  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  as  it  is  the  only  branch  of 
the  prerogative  fufficiently  ptiwer- 
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tul  to  afford  a  remedy  againft  fuch 
a  combination  in  this  houfe,  as 
other  parts  of  this  fyftem  of  reftric- 
tion  and  mutilation,  have  a  natu¬ 
ral  and  obvious  tendency  to  pro¬ 
duce. 

And  becaufe  we  conceive  that 
this  reftridtion  may  create  an  inter- 
eft  in  the  members  of  this  houfe, 
to  withhold  pheir  affent  to  reftore 
the  antient  powers  of  the  crown  in 
this  refpedt. 

3dly.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that 
by  the  fubflfting  law  of  the  land, 
his  Majefty’s  property  is  fufficiently 
fee ure  d  from  any  undue  difpofition 
and  alienation,  and  the  Refolution 
on  that  fubjedt  can  have  no  other  ef¬ 
fect:,  but  to  convey  to  the  public  in¬ 
jurious  fufpicion,  and  unjuft  imputar 
tion,  on  the  character  and  intentions 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  ,v 

4thly.  Becaufe  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  in  order  to  maintain  the  proper 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  preferve 
the  undue  influence  and  refpedt 
which  arifes  from  the  great  offices 
of  the  ftate,  it  is  neceflfary  that  the 
perfon  exerciflng  the  Royal  Authori¬ 
ty  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majefty,  fhould  be  attended  by 
thofe  diftinguifhed  fervants,  whofe 
functions  have  been  eftablifhed  for 
the  purpofe  of  adding  weight  and 
iplendor  to  the  regal  office.  We 
cannot  agree  to  a  divifion  of  the  royal 
power  j  to  the  creation  of  a  forth 
e ftate,  unknown  to  the  conftitution  of 
this  country. 

FREDERICK 
HENRY 
Lothian 
Devonshire 
Audley 
Crave  n 
Bedford 
Carlisle 


PoRTCHESTER 

Pelham 

BrE ADALBANE 

Cassilis 

Abergavenny 

Loughborough 

Scarborough 

Foley 

Ponsonby 

Douglas 

Rawdon 

St.  John 

R.  Llandaff 

Cholmondeley 

He  RE  FORD 

Peterborough 
Stawell 
Cardiff 
Southampton 
Shaftesbury 
Chedworth 
Portland 
H  untingdov 
Egermont 
Ponsonby 
Malmesbury 
Sqndes 
Montfort 
Derby 
Hertford 
Cadogam 
Boyle 
Maynard 
Eglington 
•Sandwich 
Kinnaird 
Aberdeen 

Chr.  Bristol  . 

Hay 

Rodney 

Northumberland 
W.  Fitzwilliam 
Buckinghamshire. 

Dies,  for  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th 
reafons, 

St.  Albans. 

Di  ss.  for  the  iff,  2d,  and  4th 
reafons  only. 


Clifton 


STATE 

Clifton 

Spencer 

Suffolk:  and  berks 

Hawke. 

Diss.  For  all  the  reafons  given  in 
this  proteft,  except  thofe  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  parts  of  the  2d  reafon,  viz.  be¬ 
ginning  at  tnefe  words,  “  but  efpe- 
cially  on,  &c.”  and  thence  to  the 
end  of  that  fecond  reafon. 

Selkirk. 


Answer  of  the  Prince  of  W ales  to  the 
Lords  and  Gentlemen ,  appointed  to 
deliver  to  him  the  foregoing  Refo- 
tions. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

I  THANK  you  for  communicat¬ 
ing  to  me  the  Refolutions  agreed 
upon  by  the  two  houfes ;  and  I  re- 
queft  you  to  allure  them,  in  mav 
name*  that  my  duty  to  the  King 
my  father,  and  my  anxious  concern 
for  the  fafety  and  interefts  of  the 
people,  which  muft  be  endangered, 
by  a  longer  fufpenfion  of  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  Royal  Authority  ;  toge¬ 
ther  with  my  refpedt  for  the  united 
defires  of  the  two  houfes,  outweigh, 
in  my  mind,  every  other  confidera- 
tion,  and  will  determine  me  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  weighty  and  important 
trull  propofed  to  me,  in  conformity 
to  the  Refolutions  now  communicat¬ 
ed  to  me.  I  am  fenfible  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  that  muft  attend  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  trull,  in  the  peculiar 
circumftances  in  which  it  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  charge,  of  which,  as  I 
am  acquainted  with  no  former  ex¬ 
ample,  my  hopes  of  a  luccefsful  ad- 
miniftration  capnot  be  founded  on 
any  pall  experience.  But  confiding 
that  the  limitations,  on  the  exercife 
of  the  Roval  Authority,  deemed 
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necelfary  for  the  prefent,  have  been 
approved  by  the  two  houfes  only  as 
a  temporary  meafure,  founded  on 
the  loyal  hope,  in  which  I  ardently 
participate,  that  his  Majefty’s  dis¬ 
order  may  not  be  of  long  duration, 
and  trufting,  in  the  mean  while, 
that  I  lhall  receive  a  zealous  and 
united  fupport  in  the  two  houfes 
and  in  the  nation,  proportioned  to 
the  difficulty  attending  the  dif- 
charge  of  my  trull  in  this  interval, 
l  will  entertain  the  pleafing  hope, 
that  my  faithful  endeavours  to  pre- 
ferve  the  interefts  of  the  king,  his 
crown,  and  people,  may  be  fuccefs- 
ful. 


Refolutions  agreed  to  hy  the  Lords  and 
Commons ,  prefented  to  Her  Majelly 
on  Friday,  Jan.  30,  1789. 

RESOLVED,  that  the  care  of 
his  Majefty’s  Royal  Perfon, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  illnefs,  lliould  be  committed 
to  the  Queen’s  moll  Excellent  Ma- 
jefty,  and  that  her  Majelly  Ihould 
have  power  to  remove  from,  and  to 
nominate  and  appoint  fuch  perfons 
as  llie  fhall  think  proper,  to  the  fe- 
yeral  offices  in  his  Majefty’s  houfe- 
hold,  and  to  difpofe,  order,  and 
manage  all  other  matters  and  things 
relating  to  the  care  of  his  Majefty’s 
Royal  Perfon,  during  the  time  afore- 
faid.  And  that,  for  the  better  en¬ 
abling  her  Majelly  to  difeharge  this 
important  trull,  it  is  alfo  expedient 
that  a  coyncil  Ihould  be  appointed, 
to  advife  and  affift  her  Majelly  in  the 
fevL.ral  matters,  and  with  power, 
from  time  to  time  as  they  may  fee 
eaufe,  to  examine  upon  oath  the 
phyficians  and  others  attending  his 
Majefty’s  perfon,  touching  the  Hate 
[da]  3  of 
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of  his  Majelly’s  health,  and  all  mat¬ 


ters  relative  thereto. 

Refolved,  that  the  refolution 
agreed  to  by  the  Lords  and  Com¬ 
mons,  refpe£ting  the  care  of  his  Ma- 
,  jelly’s  Royal  Perlon,  and  the  directi¬ 
on  of  his  Majelly’s  houfehold,  be 
Lid  before  her  Ma jelly,  with  an 
humble  add  refs,  expreffingthe  hope 
which  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral  and  commons  entertain,  that 
her  Majelly  will  be  gracioufly  pleal- 
td  to  undertake  the  important  trull 
propofed  to  be  invelled  in  her  Ma¬ 
jelly,  as  foonas  an  a£t  of  parliament 
ihall  have  been  palfed  for  carrying 
the  faid  Refolution  into  effect. 


Her  Majelly’s  Anfvoer  to  the  Lords 
and  Gentlemen ,  *i vho  delinked  the 
foregoing  Refolutions, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

MY  duty  and  gratitude  to  the 
king,  and  the  fenfe  I  mull 
ever  entertain  of  my  great  obliga¬ 
tions  to  this  country,  will  certainly 
engage  my  moll  earnell  attention  to 
the  anxious  and  momentous  trull  in¬ 
tended  to  be  repofed  in  me  by  par¬ 
liament.  It  will  be  a  great  confola- 
tion  to  me  to  receive  the  aid  of  a 
council,  of  which  I  lhall  Hand  fo 
much  in  need,  in  the  difcharge  of  a 
duty  wherein  the  happinels  of  my 
future  life  is  indeed  deeply  interest¬ 
ed,  but  which  a  higher  object,  the 
happinefs  of  a  great,  loyal,  and  af¬ 
fectionate  people,  renders  Hill  more 
i  important. 


Speech  of  Earl  Bathurft,  in  the  name 
of  the  Lords  Commljft oners ,  appoint - 


ed  hy  his  Maje fly's  Commiflion,  un¬ 
der  the  Great  Seal,  to  declare  cer¬ 
tain  Caufes  of  the  Meeting  of  Par¬ 
liament ,  Tuefday,  Feb.  3. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

N  purfuance  of  the  authority 
given  to  us  by  his  Majelly’s  corn- 
million  under  the  great  feal,  which 
has  been  read,  among.ll  other  things, 
to  declare  the  caufes  of  your  prefent 
meeting,  we  have  only  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  melancholy  cireum- 
ftanc.es  of  his  Majelly’s  illnefs  ,•  in 
confequence  of  which,  it  becomes 
necelfary  to  provide  for  the  care  of 
his  Majelly’s  royal  perfon,  and  for 
the  adminiltration  of  the  Royal  Au¬ 
thority,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  calamity,  in  fuch  manner  as 
the  exigency  of  the  cafe  feems  to  re¬ 
quire. 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  hsth 
Houfes  of  Parliament ,  Tuefday, 
March  10. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

HI  S  Majelly  not  thinking  lit  to 
be  prefent  here  this  day  in  his 
royal  perfon,  has  been  pleafed  to 
caufe  a  commilTion  to  be  ilfued  under 
his  great  feal,  authorizing  and  com¬ 
manding  the  commilTioners,  who  are 
appointed  by  former  letters  patent  to 
hold  this  parliament,  to  open  and  de¬ 
clare  certain  further  caufes  for  hold¬ 
ing  the  fame  :  which  commilTion  you 
will  now  hear  read. 

[The  commiflion  Hated,  that 
whereas  his  Majelly  had  found  it 
convenient  to  call  his  parliament  in 
May,  17S4,  and  that  it  had  after¬ 
wards  been  adjourned  and  proro¬ 
gued,  from  time  to  time,  until  the 
20th  of  November  laft  *  and  that  as 
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his  Majefty,  for  certain  reafons,  could 
not  then  attend  in  perfon,  it  had 
undergone  various  adjournments, 
until  the  February  following,  when 
he  had  been  pleafed  to  iffue  his  or- 
ders,  that  it  ihould  be  opened  by 
commilTion,  appointing  the  arcn- 
biiliop*  of  Canterbury,  the  lord 
chancellor,  lord  privy  feal,  prefi- 
dent  of  the  council,  lord  fteward 
of  the  houfehold,  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  lord  chamberlain,  vifcount 
Wentworth,  lord  Bathurft,  the  two 
fecretaries  of  date,  and  the  lord 
chief  juft  ice  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  commifti  oners  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  that,  as  .there  were  ft  ill 
certain  reafons  why  he  could  not  at¬ 
tend  in  parliament  in  perfon,  as 
ufual,  he  had  thought  proper  to 
command  another  commilTion,  ap¬ 
pointing  the  fame  Commifiion.ers  to 
communicate  his  royal  meffage  to 
parliament.] 

And  the  faid  commilTion  being 
read  accordingly,  the  lord  chancel¬ 
lor  faid, 

My  Lords  and  Gentle  men , 

In  obedience  to  his  Majefty’s  com¬ 
mands,  and  by  virtue  of  both  com- 
mifhons  already  mentioned  to  you 
(one  of  which  has  now  been  read), 
we  proceed  to  lay  before  you  fuch 
further  matters  as  his  Majefty  has 
judged  proper  to  be  now  communi¬ 
cated  to  his  parliament. 

His  Majelly  being,  by  the  blef- 
fing  of  Providence,  happily  recover¬ 
ed  from  the  fevere  indifpolition  with 
which  he  has  been  afflicted  :  and  be¬ 
ing  enabled  to  attend  to  the  public 
alfairs  of  his  kingdom,  has  com¬ 
manded  us  to  convey  to  you  li is 
warmeft  acknowledgments  for  the 
additional  proofs  which  you  have 
given  of  your  affectionate  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  perfon,  and  of  your 
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zealous  concern  for  the  honour  and 
interefts  of  his  crown,  and'  the  fecu- 
rity  and  good  government  of  his  do¬ 
minions. 

The  interruption  which  has  necef- 
firily  been  occafioned  to  the  public 
buftnefs,  will,  his  Majefty  doubts 
not,  afford  you  an  additional  incite¬ 
ment  to  apply  yourfelves,  with  as  lit¬ 
tle  delay  as  poffible,  to  the  different 
objeCts  of  national  concern  which  re¬ 
quire  your  attention. 

His  Majefty  has  like  wife  ordered 
us  to  acquaint  you,  that,  fmee  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  leflion,  he  has  con¬ 
cluded  a  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance 
with  his  good  brother  the  King  or 
Pruffia,  copies  of  which  will  be  laid 
before  you  :  that  his  Majefty’s  endea¬ 
vours  were  employed,  during  the  laft 
fummer,  in  conjunction  with  his  al¬ 
lies,  in  order  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
poffible,  the  extefttion  of  lioftilities 
in  the  North,  and  to  manifeft  his  de¬ 
fire  of  effecting  a  general  pacificati¬ 
on  :  that  no  opportunity  will  be  ne- 
gleCted,  on  his  part,  to  promote  this 
falutary  objeCt  $  and  that  he  has,  in 
the  meantime,  the  fatisfaCtion  of  re¬ 
ceiving,  from  all  foreign  courts,  con¬ 
tinued  affurances  of  their  friendly 
difpofitions  to  this  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons , 

We  are  commanded  by  his  Majef¬ 
ty  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  eftimates 
for  the  current  year  will  forthwith  be 
laid  before  you  ;  and  that  he  is  per- 
fuaded  of  your  readinefsto  make  the 
nqceffary  proviftons  for  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  public  fervice. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

We  have  it  particularly  in  charge 
from  his  Majefty  to  affure  you,  that 

[A  a]  4  you 
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yon  cannot  fo  effeClua]ly  meet  the 
moil  earneft  vviili  of  his  Majefty’s 
heart,  as  by  perfevering  in  your  uni¬ 
form  exertions  for  the  public  welfare, 
and  by  improving  every  occafion  tor 
promote  the  profperity  of  his  faithful 
people,  from  whom  his  Majefty  has 
received  fuch  repeated  and  affe&ing 
marks  of  invariable  zeal,  loyalty, 
and  attachment,  and  whofe  liappi- 
nefs  he  muft  ever  confider  as  infe pa¬ 
rable  from  h  IS  own. 


cThe  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King. 

Mojl  Gracious  Sovereign , 

T  TE,  your  Majefty’s  mod  duti- 
VV  fill  2nd  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parlia¬ 
ment  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for 
the  fpeech  which  has  been  deliver¬ 
ed  by  your  Majefty’s  command,  to 
both  houfes  of  parliament ;  and  to 
congratulate  your  Majefty  on  the 
happy  event  of  your  Majefty’s  reco¬ 
very  from  your  late  indiipolition,  and 
on  your  being  enabled  to  attend  to 
the  public  affairs  of  your  kingdoms. 

We  acknowledge  with  the  moft 
heartfelt  joy  and  gratitude,  the  good- 
nefs  of  Almighty  God,  in  reftor- 
ing  your  Majefty  to  the  wifhes  and 
prayers  of  your  faithful  fubjeCts  ; 
and  earneftly  hope  that  your  Majef¬ 
ty  may  long  continue  to  rule  over  an 
affectionate  and  grateful  people. 

Permit  us  to  lay  before  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  our  dutiful  acknowledgments 
for  the  favourable  ftnie  which  your 
Majefty  entertains  of  our  affectionate 
attachment  to  your  Majefty’s  perlon, 
and  of  our  concern  for  the  honour  and 
intereft  of  your  crown,  and  the  ie- 


curity  and  good  government  of  your 
dominions. 

It  will  be  our  conftant  endeavour 
to  merit  your  Majefty’s  good  opini¬ 
on,  by  labouring  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  your  people  and  we  will 
apply  ourfelves,  with  as  little  delay 
as  poflible,  to  the  different  objeCts  of 
national  concern  which  require  our 
attention. 

We  befeech  your  Majefty  to  ac¬ 
cept  our  humble  thanks,  for  being 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  of  defend  ve  alliance 
between  your  Majefty  and  the  King 
of  Pruflia  to  be  laid  before  us,  and 
to  be  allured  that  we  are  deeply  fen- 
fible  of  your  Majefty’s  juft  regard  to 
the  intereft  of  your  fubjeCts,  and  the 
peace  of  Europe,  in  your  endea¬ 
vours  to  prevent  the  extenfion  of  hof- 
tilities  in  the  North,  and  your  delire 
to  elfeCt  a  general  pacification.  We 
learn  with  great  fatisfaClion,  that 
your  Majefty  continues  to  receive  af- 
furances  of  the  favourable  difpofition 
of  the  other  courts  of  Europe  towards 
this  country. 

We  fhall  not  fail  to  proceed,  with 
eheerfulnefs  and  dil patch,  to  make 
the  necelfary  provifion  for  the  feve- 
ral  branches  of  the  public  fervice. 

We  fhould  be  wanting  to  our¬ 
felves,  and  to  tliofe  whom  we  repre- 
fent,  if'  we  did  not  teftify,  in  the 
warmed:  manner,  the  gratitude  with 
which  we  obferve  the  paternal  ex- 
preffions  of  your  Majefty’s  regard  for 
the  happinefs  of  your  people,  whofe 
invariable  fentimentsol  zeal,  loyalty, 
and  attachment  to  your  Majefty  are 
animated  and  confirmed  by  the  uni¬ 
form  experience  of  your  Majefty’s  vir¬ 
tues,  and  by  the  fenfe  of  the  blelftngs 
which  they  enjoy  under  your  Majef¬ 
ty’s  aufpicious  government. 

[A» 


STATE  PAPERS. 


[An  addrefs  to  the  fame  purport 
was  prefented  by  the  houfe  of 
lords.] 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament ,  on  Tuefday, 
Auguft  1 1 . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

WE  have  it  in  command  from 
his  Majefty,  to  exprefs  to 
you  the  fatisfa&ion  with  which  his 
Majefty  has  obferved  the  continued 
proofs  which  you  have  given,  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefent  feffion,  of  your  uni¬ 
form  attention  to  the  public  buft- 
nefs,  and  of  your  zealous  concern' 
for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his 
crown,  and  the  welfare  and  prof- 
perity  of  his  people. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Lloufe  of  Com- 

monSy 

His  Majefty  has  particularly  di¬ 
rected  us  to  return  his  thanks  for 
the  readinefs  with  which  you  have 
granted  the  neceffary  fupplies  for 
the  feveral  branches  of  the  public 
fervice. 

My  Lords  and  Gentle  men , 
Although  the  good  offices  of  his 
Majefty  and  his  allies  have  not  hi¬ 
therto  been  effedlual  for  reftoring  the 
general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  he 
has  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  that 
the  further  extenfton  of  hoftilities 
has  been  prevented,  and  that  the  li- 
tuation  of  affairs  continues  to  pro- 
mife  to  this  country  the  uninter¬ 
rupted  enjoyment  of  the  bleffmgs  of 
peace. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his 
Majefty’s  command,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

It  is  his  Majefty’s  royal  will  and 
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pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  29th 
of  October  next,  to  be  then  here 
holden ;  and  this  parliament  is  ac¬ 
cordingly  prorogued  to  Thurfday 
the  29th  day  of  October  next. 


Speech  of  the  Marquis  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  on 
Thurlday,  Feb.  5. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

WITH  the  deepeft  concern  I 
find  myfelf  obliged,  on  open¬ 
ing  the  prefent  feffion  of  parliament, 
to  communicate  to  you  the  painful 
information  that  his  Majefty  has 
been  for  fome  time  afflicted  by  a 
fevere  malady,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  has  not  honoured  me  with 
his  commands  upon  the  meafures 
to  be  recommended  to  his  parlia¬ 
ment. 

I  have  directed  fuch  documents 
as  I  have  received  refpedling  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  health  to  be  laid  before  you  ; 
and  I  fhall  alfo  communicate  ta 
you,  fo  foon  as  I  fhall  be  enabled, 
fuch  further  information  as  may  af- 
fift  your  deliberations  on  that  me¬ 
lancholy  fubjedt. *  1 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com - 

monSy 

Deeming  it  at  all  times  my  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  fecurity  of  the  public  credit, 
and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  civil 
and  military  eftablifhment,  I  have 
ordered  the  public  accounts  to  be 
laid  before  you. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

It  is  unneceffary  for  me  to  exprefs 
to  you  my  earned  willies  for  the 
welfare  and  prcfperity  of  Ireland, 

which. 
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which,  hi  every  ffeuation,  I  fliail  al¬ 
ways  -be  anxious  to  promote :  nor 
need  I  declare  my  confidence  in  that 
affettionace  attachment  to  Ills  majef- 
ty,  and  in  that.  Zealous  concern  far 
the  united  intereil  of  both  kingdoms, 
which  have  manifefted  themlelves 
in  all  your  proceedings. 


Addrefs  presented  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Feb.  27,  by  the  Delegates 
from  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  in 
Ireland. 

To  his  Royal  Highnefs  George  Prince 
of  Wales. 

THE  humble  addrefs  of  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  knights,  citizens,  and  burgeiies, 
in  parliament  ahembled. 

May  it  pkafe  your  Royal  Highnefs , 
We,  his  Majelty’s  moil  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  lords  fpiritu¬ 
al -and  temporal,  and  the  commons 
of  Ireland  ip  parliament  aiiembled, 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  royal 
highnefs,  with  hearts  full  of  the 
moil  loyal  and  affectionate  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  perfon  and  government 
of  your  royal  father,  to  exprefs  dm 
deepeft  and  mofl  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  numerous  bleffings  which  we 
have  enjoyed  under  that  illuftrious 
lioufe,  whole  acceffion  to  the  throne 
of  thefe  realms  has  eflabliflied  civil 
and  confcitutional  liberties  upon  a 
bafis  which,  we  tru'il,  will  never  be 
ihaken;  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
condole  with  your  royal  highnefs 
upon  the  grievous .malapy  with  which 
it  has  pleafed  Heaven  to  afflict  the 
beft  of  fovereigns. 

We  have,  however,  the  confola- 
tion  of  reflecting,  that  this  fevere 
calamity  hath  not  been  v  Hired  upon 
usl  until  the  virtues  of  your  royal 


highnefs  have  been  fo  matured  as  to 
enable  your  royal  highnefs  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  of  an  important 
truft,  for  the  performance  whereof, 
the  eyes  of  all  his  majefty’s  fubjedts 
of  both  kingdoms  are  directed  to 
your,  royal  highnefs. 

W  e  therefore  beg  leave  humbly 
to  requeft,  that  your  royal  highnefs 
will  be  pleafed  to  take  upon  you  the 
government  of  this  realm,  during 
the  continuance  of  his  majefly’s  pre- 
fent  indifpofition,  and  no  longer  ; 
and  under  the  ffyle  and  title  of 
prince  regent  of  Ireland,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  ma  jelly,  to  ex- 
ejqife  and  adminillcr,  according  to 
the  law's  and  corHlitucion  of  this 
kingdom,  all  regal  powers,  jurifdic* 
tions,  and  prerogatives,  to  the  crown 
and  government  thereof  belonging. 


Protef  of  the  Peers  of  Ireland,  'who 
voted,  on  Monday,  Feb.  16,  againjl 
the  Addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
requeuing  his  Royal  Highnefs  to 
take  upon  him  the  Office  of  Prince 
Regent. 

Diffientient , 

ifl.TjECAUSE  the  addrefs  in 
Jpj  quellion  to  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  the  Prince  of  W  ales,  is  an  ad¬ 
drefs,  requefting  that  he  will  be 
pleafed  to  take  upon  him  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  realm  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  is  therein  mentioned,  and 
to  exercife  and  adminiller,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  laws  and  conllitution  of 
this  kingdom,  all  royal  powers,  ju- 
rifdidtion,  and  prerogatives  to  the 
crown  and  government  thereof,  be¬ 
longing,  without  any  law  or  autho¬ 
rity  whatfoever,  that  we  know  of, 
authorizing  him  fo  to  do. 

zdly,  Becaufe  we  are  apprehen- 
five  that  the  faid  addrefs  may  be 
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confirmed  to  be  a  meafure  tending 
to  difturb  and  weaken  that  great 
eonftitutional  union,  whereby,  as 
fully  declared,  enabled,  and  lpeci- 
fied  in  fundry  acts  of  parliament  in 
this  kingdom,  this  realm  of  Ireland 
is  for  ever  united  and  knit  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  England,  and  as  a 
member,  appending  and  rightfully 
belonging  thereto. 

3dly.  Becaufe,  although  in  every 
fentiment  of  duty,  affedtion,  and  re¬ 
fpedt,  towards  his  royal  highnefs, 
we  hold  ourfelves  equal  to,  and 
will  not  be  exceeded  by,  any  of 
thofe  who  join  in  the  faid  add  refs, 
or  by  any  other  perfon  whatfoever  ; 
and  are,  and  ever  iliall  be,  ready  to 
lay  down  our  lives  and  fortunes  in 
the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  the 
juft  rights  of  our  moft  gracious  fove- 
reign,  and  of  every  branch  of  his 
royal  and  auguft  family :  we  cannot 
pay  any  compliment  to  his  royal 
highnefs,  or  to  any  one,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  wrhat  we  conftder  as  great 
eonftitutional  principles  ;  and  wTe  can¬ 
not,  (for  fuch  are  the  workings  of 
duty,  affedtion,  and  refpedt  in  our 
breafts,)  join  in  the  faid  addrefs, 
which  may,  as  we  are  apprehenfive, 
bring  difficulty  and  embarraflinent 
upon  his  royal  highnefs,  already  too 
much  oppreffed  by  the  great  calami¬ 
ty  which  hath  befallen  our  moft  gra¬ 
cious  fovereign,  his  royal  father. 

Signed 
Lifford,  C. 

R.  Dublin 

H  ARBERTON 

Carysfort 
Valentia 
Morni  no  ton 
Longford 
Becti ve 
Chet  w  ynd 

H  ILLSBOROUGH 
A  L  T  A  M  0  N  T 
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Carysfort 
Courtown 
G.  L.  Kilmore 
Ranelagh 
Mountmorres 

Dijfentienty 

For  the  fecond  reafon  in  the  fore¬ 
going  proteft. 

And  alfo,  becaufe  feeling  every 
fentiment  of  duty,  refpedt,  and  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  royal  highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  thinking  him 
the  only  proper  perfon  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  this  high  ftation,  I  con- 
fider,  that  to  addrefs  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  to  accept  the  regency  of  this 
kingdom,  before  we  have  any  au¬ 
thority  to  know,  that  he  is  as  yet 
appointed  regent  of  Great  Britain, 
is  inviting  him  to  affume  a  power, 
which  under  the  adtual  and  exifting 
conftitution  of  Ireland,  he  cannot  ex- 
ercife,  inafmuch  as  by  ftatute  10  of 
Henry  VII.  no  bill  can  receive  the 
royal  affent  here,  that  is  not  certified 
from  Great  Britain  under  the  great 
feal  of  England,  and  until  his  royal 
highnefs  ftiall  have  authority  to  di- 
redt  the  ufe  of  that  great  feal,  he 
cannot  difeharge  the  fundtions  of  the 
regal  office  for  Ireland.  It  is  impoffi- 
ble,  according  to  the  laws  and  con- 
ftitution  of  this  kingdom,  that  any 
perfon  lliould  be  regent  of  Ireland, 
who  is  not  at  the  fame  time  regent  of 
Great  Britain. 

Glandore. 

Diffentient , 

1  ft.  Becaufe',  with  an  anxious  de¬ 
fire  that  the  regency  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  during  his  majefty’s  indilpo- 
fition,  ftiould  be  conferred  on  his 
royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales 
in  a  manner  moft  expreffive  of  re¬ 
fpedt  and  affedtion  to  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  and  convinced  that  his  royal 

highnefs 
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highnefs  will  think  that  mode  of 
appointment  molt  expreffive  of  du¬ 
ty  and  affection,  which  is  conftitu- 
tional,  and  mull  conduce  to  preferve 
th  e  connexion  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland  infeparable,  we 
confider  an  addrefs  of  the  two  lioufes 
of  parliament,  purporting  of  its  own 
authority,  to  confer  royal  power, 
at  a  time  when  they  are  fully  com¬ 
petent  to  pafs  a  bill  for  the  purpofe 
of  effectually  providing  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  fame,  to  be  a  moft 
dangerous  violation  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion, 

2dly.  Becatrfe  the  connexion  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  (on 
which  the  fafety  of  the  conftituti- 
on  in  church  and  ffate  depends)  is 
preferved  and  maintained  by  the 
unity  of  the  executive  power  alone* 
and  yet  the  addrefs  propofed  by  the 
refolution  now  paffed,  is  to  appoint 
Ids  royal  highnefs  regent  of  Ireland, 
without  our  being  certain  that  his 
royal  highnefs  is  or  will  be  regent  of 
Great  Britain,  and  without  making 
any  provifion,  that  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  fhall,  not  continue  to  be  regent 

O 

of  Ireland  longer  than  he  dial l  be 
regent  of  Great  Britain.  Tims  ex- 
pofng  to  chance  and  accident  the 
prefervation  of  the  only  bond  of  that 
connexion  between  the  countries,  up¬ 
on  which  all  that  is  dear  to  us  de¬ 
pends,  and  making  a  precedent  that 
may  be  of  the  moft  fatal  confequence 
to  pofterity. 

Tyrone 
W  M .  OsSORY 
W.  Leighlin  and  Ferns 
Bellamont. 

D  '-Jfentienty 

For  the  hr  ft  reafon  in  the  proteft 
immediately  preceding. 


And  alfo,  becaufe  we  confidef, 
that  if  by  virtue  of  this  addrefs 
alone,  his  royal  highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales  dial!  take  upon  himfelf  the 
regal  powers  of  this  kingdom,  his 
royal  highnefs  will  by  fuch  afiump- 
tion  be  drawn  in  to  decide  upon  an 
important  conftitutional  qUeftion, 
equally  affeCting  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

And  alfo,  becaufe  we  confider 
thefe  words  in  the  addrefs,  “  and 
no  longer,”  as  unneceffary,  and  at 
the  fame  time  difrefpe&ful  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  tending  to  convey 
an  idea  that  this  country  can  confer, 
or  that  the  Prince  might;  continue  to 
hold  over  the  powers  of  a  regent  for 
a  longer  time  than  the  continuation 
of  the  king’s  indifpofition  incapaci¬ 
tated  his  Majefty  from  being  reftored 
to  the  full  exercife  of  the  powers  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  the  crowns  of  Great' 
Britain  and  Ireland, 

Carhampton 

Conyngham. 


An  fiver  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the 
Addrefs  of  both  Houfes ,  requeuing 
him  to  tranjmit  their  Addrefs  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

My  Lords  ami  Gentlemen , 

TT  1  NDER  the  imprefiion  which 
TT  I  feel  of  my  official  duty,  and 
of  the  oath  which  I  have  taken  as 
chief  governor  of  Ireland,  I  am 
obliged  to  decline  tranfmitting  this 
addrefs  into  Great  Britain. 

For  I  cannot  confider  myfelf  war¬ 
ranted  to  lay  before  the  Prince  of 
Wales  an  addrefs,  purporting  to  in- 
veft  his  royal  highnefs  with  powers 
to  take  upon  him  the  government  of 
this  realm,  before  lie  fihall  be  en¬ 
abled  by  law  fo  to  do. 

Proteft 
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Proiejl  of  the  Minority  in  the  Irifli 
Houfe  of  Lords ,  againji  the  Refoln- 
tions  voted  Feb.  19,  ajjerting  the 
Right  oj  both  Houjes  to  declare  a 
Prince  Regent. 

DiJfentientj 

BECAUSE  the  undoubted  right, 
and  the  indifpenfable  duty,  de¬ 
clared  in  the  faid  refolution  to  have 
been  exercifed  and  difc  barged  by 
the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland, 
and  to  which  it  is  alledged  they  are 
alone  competent,  do  not,  in  any  le¬ 
gal  or  found  fenfe,  appear  to  us  to 
have  any  exiftence — And  becaufe 
the  afluming  a  right  in  the  lords  and 
commons  alone,  to  confer  upon  his 
royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales 
the  government  of  this  kingdom, 
under  the  ftyie  and  title  of  Prince 
Regent  of  Ireland,  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Majefty,  to  ex- 
ercife  and  adminifter,  according  to 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this 
kingdom,  all  regal  powers  and  pre¬ 
rogatives  to  the  crown  and  govern¬ 
ment  thereof  belonging,  or  the  ad¬ 
drefling  his  royal  highnefs  to  take  up¬ 
on  himfelf  fuch  government  in  man¬ 
ner  aforefaid,  before  lie  be  enabled 
by  law  fo  to  do,  feems  to  us  altoge¬ 
ther  unwarrantable,  and  to  be  high¬ 
ly  dangerous  in  its  tendency  to  dif- 
turb  and  break  the  conftitutional  uni¬ 
on,  whereby  this  realm  of  Ireland  is 
for  ever  knit  and  united  to  the  impe¬ 
rial  crown  of  England,  on  which  con¬ 
nexion  the  happinefs  of  both  king¬ 
doms  effentially  depends  ;  and  we 
are  the  more  apprehcnfive  of  danger, 
left  the  fo  doing  fhould  be  confidered 
as  tending  to  the  prejudice,  diftur- 
bance,  or  derogation  of  the  King’s 
majefty  in,  of,  or  for  the  crown  of 
this  realm  of  Ireland. 


Lifford,  C. 
Hillsborough 
"William  OsSory 
Vale  my  i  a. 

Courtown 

MoRNINGTOtJ 

Longford 

Altamont 

Geo.  Lewis  Kilmgrl- 
J.  Clogher 
Ran  e  lagh 

William  Leighlin  and 
Fe  r  tfs 
Bellamont 
Po  we  rs  court 
Glandore 
Mountmorres 
Enniskillen 
R.  Dublin 
CONYNGHAM 
Tyrone 
Lanesborough 
Becti ve 
Chetwynd 
Carhampton 
Ha  REE  R  TON. 


Protefl  of  the  Lords  againji  the  Vote  of 
Cenfure  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant . 

DiJfentientj 

ECAUSE,  when  his  excellency 
the  lord  lieutenant,  his  Majef- 
ty’s  reprefentative  here,  hath  told 
us,  that  under  the  impreffion  of  his 
official  duty,  and  of  the  oath  that  he 
hath  taken  as  chief  governor  of  this 
kingdom,  he  is  obliged  to  decline 
tranfmitting  to  Great  Britain  the  ad- 
dreffes  of  both  houfes  of  parliament 
to  his  royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  it  doth  not  confift  with  that 
decorum,  with  that  juftice,  and 
with  that  grave  proceeding  with 
which  this  houfe,  the  great  and  der- 
niere  court  of  juftice,  fhould  ever 
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a&,  to  proceed  to  a  condemnation 
and  cenfnre  of  his  excellency,  with¬ 
out  being  allowed  to  enquire  and 
look  into  the  conftitu'ion  of  his 
office,  or  into  his  oath  and  be- 
Tides  we  cannot  conhder  it  as  a 
want  of  refpedt  to  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  not 
tranimittirig  the  faid  addrefs  to  him, 
as  it  would  expofe  his  royal  highnefs 
to  difficulty  and  embarraffment,  by 
laying  him  under  the  difagreeable 
necefiity  of  deciding  upon  great, 
legal,  and  con  hi  rational  principles, 
in  which  his  royal  highnefs’s  future 
interefts,  and  the  rights  of  that  im¬ 
perial  crown  which  he  is  born  to 
inherit,  may  be  very  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  -and,  moreover,  we  con¬ 
ceive  this  houfe  ought  ever  to  be 
mindful  of  the  flation  in  which  the 
conflitution  hath  placed  it,  and 
ought  to  refill  every  thing  which 
partakes  of  intemperance  and  ex¬ 
cels. 

Lifford,  C. 

Hillsborough 
Powerscourt 
William  Ossory 
Mountmorres 
Valentia 
CoURTOWN 
Mornington 
Enniskillen 
Longford 
Alt a mo nt 

Gl  ANDO  RE 
R.  Dublin 
'Tyrone 
Garhampton 

BecTI VE 
Lane  sB-o  rough 

H  ARBERTON 
CONYNGHAM 
Bellamont 
Geo.  Lewis  Kilmore 
j.  Clogher 
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William  Leigfilin  and 
Ferns 
Ranelagh. 


Anfvjer  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the 
Addrejs  frefmted  hy  the  Delegates 
of  the  tvoo  Houfes  of  Parliament  of 
Ireland. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

A"T  "\  H  E  addrefs  from  the  lords 
j|__  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons  of  Ireland,  which  you 
liave  prefented  to  me,  demands  my 
warmeft  and  earliell  thanks.  If 
any  thing  could  add  to  the  efleem 
and  affection  I  have  for  the  people 
of  Ireland,  it  would  be  the  loyal  and 
affectionate  attachment  to  the  per- 
fon  and  government  of  the  King,  my 
father,  manifefted  in  the  addrefs  of 
the  two  houfes. 

What  they  have  done,  and  their 
manner  of  doing  it,  is  a  new  proof 
of  their  undiminifhed  duty  to  his 
Majelly,  of  their  uniform  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick, 
and  their  conllant  attention  to  main¬ 
tain  inviolate  the  concord  and  con¬ 
nexion  between  the  kingdoms  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fo  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  to  the  pros¬ 
perity,  the  happinefs,  and  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  both. 

If  in  conveying  my  grateful  fen- 
timents  on  their  conduct,  in  relation 
to  the  King,  my  father,  and  to  the 
infeparable  interefl  of  the  two  king¬ 
doms,  I  find  it  impoffible  to  exprefs 
adequately  my  feelings  on  what  re¬ 
lates  to  myfelf,  I  trull  you  will  net 
be  the  lefs  difpofed  to  believe,  that 
I  have  an  underhand  mg  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  value  of  what  they 
have  done,  a  heart  that  mull  re¬ 
member,  and  principles  that  will 

not 
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not  luftcr  me  to  abufe  their  confi¬ 
dence, 

But  the  fortunate  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  circumftance 
which  gave  occafion  to  the  addreis 
agreed  to  by  the  lords  and  commons 
of  Ireland,  induces  me  to  delay,  for 
a  few  days,  giving  a  final  anfwer, 
trud'mg,  that  the  joyful  event  of  his 
majedy's  refilling  the  perfonal  e-x- 
ercife  of  his  ro^al  authority,  may 
then  render  it  only  neceffary  for  me 
to  repeat  thofe  fentiments  of  grati¬ 
tude  and  affection  to  the  loyal  and 
generous  people  of  Ireland,  which 
i  feel  indelibly  imprinted  on  my 
heart. 


Second  Anfkver  of  the  Prince  of  W  ales 
to  the  Deputation  from  hot  ft  Houfes 
of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 
March  12. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

THE  happy  event  of  the  King’s 
recovery,  and  the  confequent 
re-aifumption  of  the  exercife  of  his 
aufpicious  government,  announced  by 
his  royal  commidion  for  declaring 
the  further  caufes  of  holding  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  has 
done  away  the  melancholy  necefii- 
ty  which  gave  rife  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment  propofed  by  the  parliament  of 
Ireland  ;  but  nothing  can  obliterate 
trom  my  memory  and  my  gratitude, 
rhe  principles  upon  which  that  ar¬ 
rangement  was  made,  and  the  dr- 
cumdaftces  by  which  it  was  attend¬ 
ed. 

I  confider  your  generous  kindnefs 
to  his  Majedy’s  royal  family,  and 
the  provifion  you  made  for  preferv- 
ing  the  authority  of  the  crown  in  its 
conditutional  energy,  as  the  mod 
unequivocal  proof  which  could  be 
given  of  your  afFeCtionate  loyalty 
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to  the  King,  at  the  time  when,  by 
on  afflicting  difpenlation  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  his  government  had  fuftered 
an  intermiillon,  and  his  houfe  Was 
deprived  of  its  natural  protestor. 

I  iliall  not  pay  fo  ill  a  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  lords  and  commons  of 
Ireland,  as  to  fuppofe  that  they  were 
midaken  in  their  reliance  on  the 
moderation  of  my  views  and  the 
purity  of  my  intentions.  A  manly 
confidence,  directing  the  manner  of 
proceeding  toward  thofe  who  enter¬ 
tain  fentiments  becoming  the  high 
fituation  to  which  they  are  born, 
furnifhes  the  mod  powerful  motives 
to  the  performance  of  their  duty  j 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  liberality 
of  fentiment  which,  in  conveying  a 
trud  confers  an  honour,  can  have 
no  tendency  to  relax  that  provident 
vigilance  and  that  public  jealoufy 
which  ought  to  watch  over  the 
ercife  of  power. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 
Though:  full  of  joy  for  the  event 
which  enables  me  to  take  leave  of 
you  in  this  manner,  perio'rially,  I 
cannot  but  regret  your  departure  : — 
I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  ac¬ 
quiring  a  knowledge  of  your  pri¬ 
vate  characters,  and  it  has  added  to 
the  high  edeem  which  I  had  before 
entertained  for  you  on  account  of 
your  public  merits  3  both  have  made 
you  the  worthy  re  prefen  tat  Ives  of 
the  gfeat  bodies  to  which  you  be¬ 
long. 

I  aril  confident  that  I  need  not  add 
my  earned  recommendation  fo  the 
parliament  arid  people  of  Ireland  to 
continue  to  cultivate  the  harmony  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  which  in  their 
mutual  perfeCt  freedom  will  find  the 
clofed  as  well  as  happieft  bond  of 
their  connection. 

Addrefs 
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Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Ireland  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
•voted  March  20,  on  Oeeafion  of  the 
final  Anfiwer  of  his  Royal  High - 
nefs. 

May  it  pelafe  your  Royal  High- 


WE,  his  Majefty’s  moil;  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the  com¬ 
mons  of  Ireland  in  parliament  af- 
fembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your 
royal  highnefs  our  warmeft  thanks 
for  your  anfwer  to  our  addrefs. 

With  hearts  overflowing  with  the 
livelieft  joy,  we  congratulate  your 
royal  highnefs  upon  the  happy  event 
of  the  King’s  recovery,  and  the  con- 
fequent  re-affumption  of  the  exercife 
of  his  aufpicious  government ;  an 
event  highly  pleafmg  to  the  fubjeCts 
of  the  whole  empire,  -but  peculiarly 
grateful  to  a  nation  fo  highly  in¬ 
debted  to  their  moft  excellent  fo- 
vereign  during  the  w  hole  courie  of 
his  reign  j  and  we  rejoice  in  the  re¬ 
flection  that  the  father  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  is  bleffed  with  a  fon,  who  is 
likely,  in  the  full  nefs  of  time,  to 
continue  to  his  Majefty’s  loyal  and 
affectionate  fubjeCts  of  Ireland  the 
bleffmg  of  his  government. 

Thoroughly  confcious  that  no¬ 
thing  can  add  more  to  that  efteem 
which  your  royal  highnefs  has  been 
pleafed  to  exprefs  for  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament,  than  their  loyal  and 
affectionate  attachment  to  the'  per- 
fon  and  government  of  the  King, 
we  will  fteadily  perfevere  in  thofe 
principles  of  duty,  loyalty,  and  af- 
feCtion,  which  have  fo  happily  re¬ 
commended  them  to  the  favourable 
opinion  of  your  royal  highnefs. 

We  feel  the  higheft  fatisfaCtion 
in  finding  that  what  we  have  done, 
and.  our  manner  of  doing  it,  have 


received  your  approbation!,  and  that 
your  royal  highnefs  is  pleafed  to 
confider  cur  conduCt  as  a  proof  of 
our  undiminiflred  duty  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  our  uniform  attachment  to  the 
houfe  of  Brunfwick,  and  our  con- 
ftant  care  and  attention  to  maintain 
inviolate  the  concord  add  connection 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  which  we  con¬ 
fider  as  indifpenfably  neceffary  to 
the  profperity,  happinefs,  and  liber¬ 
ties  .of  both ;  and  we  beg  leave  to 
affure  your  royal  highnefs,  that  from 
thofe  principles  we  fhall  never  de¬ 
part. 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  your 
royal  highnefs  confiders  our  juft  at¬ 
tention  to  his  Majefty’s  royal  fami¬ 
ly,  and  the  provifion  made  by  us 
for  preferving  the  authority  of  the 
crown  in  its  conftitutional  energy, 
as  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  which 
could  be  given  of  our  affeCtionat* 
loyalty  to  the  beft  of  fovereigns,  at 
the  melancholy  period  when,  by  an 
afflicting  difpenfation  of  Providence, 
his  government  had  buffered  an  inter- 
miffion,  and  his  illuftrious  houfe  was 
deprived  of  its  great  and  natural  pro¬ 
tector. 

We  have  the  jufteft  reliance  on 
the  moderation  of  the  views  and  pu¬ 
rity  of  the  intentions  of  your  royal 
highnefs,  and  we  have  the  full-eft 
conviction  in  our  minds,  that  any 
truft  which  could  have  the  moft  dis¬ 
tant  tendency  to  relax  that  provi¬ 
dent  vigilance  and  public  jealoufy 
which  ought  to  watch  over  the  ex¬ 
ercife  of  power,  would  not  have 
been  acceptable  to  the  exalted  fenti- 
ments  of  your  royal  highnefs,  whofe 
underftanding  and  principles  are 
rendered  more  valuable  by  the  ge¬ 
nerous  and  afteCtionate  heart  which 
animates  their  dictates. 

We  can  with  the  greateft  truth 

moft 
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frioil  foLitmly  a  fill  re  your  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  that  it  is  the  ardent  wifii  of 
the  parliament  and  people  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  continue  to  cultivate  the  har¬ 
mony  and  infeparable  intereft  of  the 
two  kingdoms ;  firmly  convinced  that 
in  their  mutual  perfect  freedom  they 
will  find  the  clofeft  as  Well  as  the 
happieft  bond  of  their  connection  ; 
arid' we  offer  our  warmeft  acknow¬ 
ledgements  to  your  royal  highnefs 
for  your  recommendation  to  us  to 
perfevere  in  fuch  a  conduCt,  and 
confider  your  royal  highnefs’s  recom¬ 
mendation,  fo  worthy  the  high  fta- 
tio'ri  in  which  you  are  placed,  as 
an  additional  proof  of  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  welfare  of  both  countries. 

We  afiure  your  royal  highnefs, 
that  if  any  thing  could  add  to  the 
exultation  of  our  minds  at  the  hap¬ 
py  event  of  the  recovery  of  our  moll 
beloved  fovereign,  it  v/ould  be  the 
pleafure  which  we  feel  in  reflecting, 
that  the  heir  to  his  Majefty’s  crowns' 
inherits  the  virtues  of  his  royal  fa¬ 
ther — virtues  which  every  part  of 
your  royal  highnefs’s  conduCt,  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  melancholy  and  trying 
occafion,  has  placed  in  the  moft  il- 
luftrious  point  of  view ;  and  the  re¬ 
peated  marks  of  gracioufnefs  and  cor- 
defcenfion,  with  which  your  royal 
highnefs  has  been  pleafed  to  honour 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  muff 
ever  remain  imprefled  in  the  moft 
indelible  characters  of  affeCtion  and 
gratitude  on  the  hearts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland. 

[An  addrefs  to  the  fame  effeCt  was 
voted  by  the  lords.] 


Protejl  againji  the  Addrefs  of  Thanks 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ’voted  in 
the  Irifti  Houfe  of  Lords ,  March 
23. 
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Diffentient , 

E  C  A  U  S  E,  although  defirous 
to  exprefs  our  humble  thanks 
to  his  royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  for  his  gracious  anfwer  to 
the  addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  that  to  a  degree  which 
might  induce  us  to  pafs  over  the  de¬ 
parture  which  there  feems  to  be  in 
the  mode  and  form  of  this  addrefs 
from  the  ufual  courfe  and  proceed¬ 
ing  of  parliament,  yet  we  cannot 
agree  to  this  addrefs,  which  doth 
not  conflft,  as  we  conceive,  with 
thofe  conftitutional  principles  which 
are  maintained  in  our  protefts  of 
February  laft,  and  to  which  we  ad¬ 
here. 

Lifford,  C. 

R.  Dublin. 

Ranelagh 
Chetwynd 
Longford 
Al tamo NT 

HarberTon  , 

Tyrone 

Laneseorough 

Wm.  O  SSORY 

Glandore 

Mountmorres. 

Diffentient , 

1  ft,  Becaufe  the  uniform  and  re¬ 
gular  praClice  in  this  houfe  has  been 
as  appears  from  its  earlieft  records, 
to  pals  a  ftiort  vote  of  thanks  for  an¬ 
swers  from  the  King  to  addrefles  of 
this  houfe,  to  be  laid  before  his  Ma- 
jefty  by  the  lord  lieutenant. 

idly,  Becaufe  that,  on  the  12th 
of  December  1715,  a  committee, 
which  had  been  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Ma~ 
jefty  King  George  the  Firft,  for  his 
gracious  anfwer  to  a  congratulatory 
addrefs  upon  his  acceflion,  were 
difeharged  from  that  duty,  and  a 
ftiort  vote  of  thanks  for  his  Majefty^ 
[B  b\  gracious 
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gracious  anfwer  was  p ailed,  to  be 
tranfmitted  by  the  lord  lieutenant  j 
fmce  which  time  this  method  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  has  uniformly  prevailed, 
except  in  the  inftances  or  aniwers 
which  complied  with  requefts  from 
tiiis  houfe,  or  where  royal  ailurance 
had  been  given  of  forne  great  na¬ 
tional  benefits  bellowed,  or  intended 
to  be  conferred,  upon  this  country ; 
in  which  cafes,  addrefies  of  thanks 
have  been  prefeuted,  of  which  only 
eight  inftances  appear  upon  the  jour¬ 
nals  of  this  houfe. 

3dly.  Becaufe  the  firft  inftance  of 
an  addrefs  of  this  defeription,  the 
18th  of  Auguft  1709,  'was  in  confe- 
quence  of  her  Majefty  Queen  Anne 
having  complied  in  her  anfwer  with 
a  requeil  ot  this  houfe  conveyed  oy 
an  addrefs  ;  and  on  the  1  2th  of 
December  1723,  another  inftance 
occurs  of  a  fimilar  addrefs  of. thanks, 
lipon  the  royal  affiruance  of  the 
intended  revocation  of  Wood’s  pa¬ 
tent. 

qtlijy,  Becaufe  that,  on  the  t  4th 
of  December  1763,  an  addrefs,  or 
vote  of  thanks,  does  not  appear  up¬ 
on  the  journals,  in  confequence  of 
her  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  anfwer 
to  a  congratulatory  addrefs  upon  her 
marriage. 

qthly,  Becaufe,  -although  his  roy¬ 
al  highneiVs  anfwer  to  tiie  addrefs 
of  this  houfe  is  moft  polite  and  gra¬ 
cious,  yet  it  cannot  be  proved  that 
any  folid  national  benefit  could  be 
derived  from  it  ;  and  though  it  mint 
be  the  wiiTi  and  defire  of  every  loy¬ 
al  fubjfcdt  to  pay  every  mark  of  re- 
fpebl  to  his  royal  highnels,  and  to 
ever/  branch  of  the  royal  family, 
I  cannot  agree  to  a  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  which  indicates  a  greater 
compliment,  and  a  greater  degree  of 
attention,  than  have  ufually  been 
paid  to  his  Majefty  and  to  his  royal 
predeceffors. 
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6tlily,  Becaufe  the  fuppofed  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  (late,  which  originated 
the  proceedings  upon  a  regency,  is 
no  more,  and  confequently  the  meat- 
fare  fbould  no  longer  be  preferved 
in  public  contemplation  by  add  reifies 
from  parliament,  which  may  have  a 
mifehievous  tendency  in  future. 
And  becaufe,  laftly,  that  the  late 
wife,  political,  and  judicious  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  afford  a  memorable  example 
well  worthy  of  regard  and  attention, 
where  proceedings  upon  the  regen¬ 
cy  were  lufpended,  upon  the  report 
of  his  Majefty’s  convalefcence,  and 
difeharged  and  done  away  upon  the 
happy  and  fatisfablory  canfirmation 
of  his  Majefly’s  perfect  recovery  and 
complete  re-eflablifliment. 

Mouktmorresj 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 

both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  March 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 
TTTiTH  the  moft  heartfelt  far 
VV  tisfa&ion,  I  take  the  ear- 
lieft  opportunity  to  inform  you,  in 
obedience  to  the  King’s  commands, 
that  it  has  pleafed  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  to  remove  from  him  the  fe- 
vere  indifpofition  with  which  he  has 
been  afflicted  ;  arid  that,  by  the 
bleffing  of  Almighty  God,  he  is 
now  again  enabled  to  attend  to  the 
urgent  concerns  of  his  kingdoms, 
and  perfonaily  to  exercife  the  royal- 
authority. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com *. 
mans , 

I  have  fubmitted  to  his  Majefty’s- 
conftderation  the  fupplies  which* 
you  have  already  granted  for  the 
immediate  exigencies  of  the  public 
fervice*  and  the  performance  of  the 
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ftational  engagements  j  and  I  am 
commanded  by  his  Majefty  to  ex- 
prefs  his  perfeCt  confidence  in  your 
readinefs  to  make  fuch  farther  pro- 
viflon  as  fhall  be  neceflary  for  the 
ufual  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  it  particularly  in  charge 
from  his  Majefty  to  aflure  you,  that 
the  profperity  of  his  loyal  and  faith¬ 
ful  people  of  Ireland  from  whom 
his  Majefty  had  repeatedly  received 
the  ftrongefl  proofs  of  affectionate 
attachment  to  his  facred  perfon,  will 
be  ever  near  to  his  heart ;  and  that 
his  Majefty  is  fully  perfuaded,  that 
your  zeal  for  the  public  welfare  will 
enable  him  to  promote,  by  every 
wife,  and  falutary  meafure,  the  inte- 
rtfts  of  this  kingdom. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  commu- 
nication  to  you  without  exprefTmg 
my  fulleft  conviction,  that  his  Majef- 
ty’s  faithful  parliament  of  Ireland 
does  not  yield  to  any  of  his  fubjeCts 
in  fincere  and  devout  acknowledg¬ 
ments  to  Almighty  God  for  the 
reftoration  of  his  Majefty’s  health 
and  in  fervent  prayers  that  a  long 
continuance  of  that  bleffmg  may  fe- 
cure  to  the  people  the  happinefs 
which  they  have  conftantly  enjoyed 
tinder  his  Majefty’s  mild  and  aufpi- 
cious  government. 


Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ire¬ 
land  to  his  Majefy. 

Mojl  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  par¬ 
liament  aflembled*  embrace,  with 
unfeigned  and  lively  joy,  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  renewing  to  your  Ma- 
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•  jefty  our  moft  dutiful  and  fincere 
proftftions  of  unalterable  loyalty 
and  affectionate  attachment  to  your 
Majefty’s  facred  perfon,  family,  and 
government ;  and  of  alluring  your 
Majefty,  that  we  find  ourfelves  une¬ 
qual  to  exprefs  tlie  ardent  feelings 
of  our  hearts  at  the  joyful  communi¬ 
cation,  which,  by  your  Majefty’s 
command,  has  been  made  to  us, 
that  it  has  pleafed  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  to  remove  from  your  Majefty 
the  fevere  indifpofition  with  which 
you  have  been  afflicted,  and  that  you 
are  now  again  enabled  to  attend  to 
the  urgent  concerns  of  your  king¬ 
doms,  and  perfonally  to  exercife 
your  royal  authority  :  that,  for  thefe 
fignal  marks  of  Divine  favour,  we 
fhall  not  ceafe  to  pour  out  the  lively 
effufions  of  gratitude  and  thankfgiv- 
ing  to  the  Almighty,  who  has  vouch- 
fafed,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  mercy 
and  goodnefs,  to  reftore  our  beloved 
monarch  to  the  fervent  and  united 
prayers  of  his  people. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  your 
Majefty’s  goodnefs,  in  the  afturance 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  give  us, 
that  the  profperity  of  your  loyal 
and  faithful  fubjeCts  of  this  king¬ 
dom  muft  ever  lie  near  to  your 
hearts 

W e  fhatl  endeavour  to  juftify  the 
confidence  which  your  Majefty  is 
pleafed  to  repofe  in  your  parliament 
of  Ireland,  by  a  cheerful  concur¬ 
rence  in  fuch  wife  and  falutary  mea- 
fures  as  may  enable  your  Majefty  to 
fulfil  your  gracious  intentions  of  pro* 
moting  the  general  interefts  and  hap¬ 
pinefs  of  all  your  dominions. 

We  beg  leave  humbly  to  allure 
your  Majefty,  that,  fenfible  of  the 
happinefs  which  we  have  conftantly 
enjoyed  under  your  Majefty’s  mild 
and  aufpicious  government,  we  do 
[  B  h  ]  2  not 
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not  yield  to  any  of  your  people  in  the 
Qncerity  with  which  we  offer  up  our 
devout  acknowledgments  to  Almigh¬ 
ty  God  for  your  Majefty’s  happy 
reftoration  to  your  former  health  ; 
and  that  we  fhall  u nceaiingly  fuppli- 
cate  the  Divine  Providence  for  a  long 
and  uninterrupted  continuance  of  that 
incffimable  bit  fang. 

His  Majefty  s  Anftwer. 

PIIS  Ma jelly  receives  with  the 
greateft  fat  is  fa  61  ion  the  dutiful  and 
loyal  addrefs  of  the  lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  in  parliament  affem- 
bl'ed. 

His  Majedy  accepts  in  the  rnoff 
gracious  manrier  the  renewal  or  their 
profedions  of  affectionate  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  perfon,  family,  and  go¬ 
vernment,  and  feels  with  the  great- 
eft  fenfibility  me  joyful  expreffions 
of  their  hearts  upon  the  interpoli- 
tion  of  Divine  Providence,  in  re¬ 
storing  him  again  to  the  perfonal 
exercife  of  his  royal  functions.  The 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  his  faith¬ 
ful  fubjeCts  in  Ireland  are  objeCfg 
very  near  his  Majefty’s  heart  ;  and 
he  confides  in  the  wifdom  of  the 
parliament  of  that  kingdom,  that 
they  vcill  purfue  fucli  meafures  as 
will  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  intentions 
of  promoting  the  general  interests  of 
all  his  dominions. 


informed  from  the  throne,  by  your 
Majefty’s  command,  that  it  has  pleaf- 
ed  the  Divine  Providence  to  remove 
from  your  Majefty  the  fevere  indif- 
polition  with  which  you  have  been 
aflliCted  ;  and  that,  by  the  blefling 
of  Almighty  God,  you  are  now  again 
enabled  to  attend  to  the  urgent  con¬ 
cerns  of  your  kingdoms,  and  per- 
fonally  to  exercife  your  royal  autho¬ 
rity. 

Your  Majefty  entertains  a  juft 
confidence  that  we  /Hall  cheerfully 
proceed  in  making  fuch  provifion  as 
may  be  neceffary  for  the  honourable 
fupport  of  your  Majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment. 

We  ftiould  be  dead  to  every  ge¬ 
nerous  feelings,  iliould  we  omit  to 
acknowledge  your  Majefty’s  unceaf- 
ing  folicitude  for  the  interefts  of  Ire¬ 
land^  or  to  fecond,  by  every  faluta- 
ry  effort,  your  benevolent  wifhes 
for  the  welfare  of  your  people.  The 
numerous  bleilings  derived  to  this 
kingdom  from  your  Majefty’s  aufpi- 
cious  reign,  are  deeply  imprinted  in 
our  bofoms  •  and,  fenfible  as  we 
are  of  the  ineftimable  value  of  their 
benefits,  we  beg  leave  to  repeat  to 
your  Majefty,  upon  this  joyful  ccca- 
fion,  our  moft  ftneere  profefiions 
of  refpcCt  and  attachment  to  your 
royal  perfon,  family,  and  govern¬ 
ment. 


Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Ireland  to  his  Majefty. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

■gT  jE,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
ty  y  tiful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
Commons  of  Ireland,  in  parliament 
aftembled,  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
vour  Majefty  our  alfurn  rices  of  the 
jincere  and  cordial  fatisfaCtion  with 
which  we  are  penetrated,  on  being 


We  conclude  thefe  our  fervent 
congratulations  with  devout  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  the  Almighty  for  this 
lignal  inftance  of  his  goodnefs  in  re- 
ftoring  our  beloved  monarch  to  the 
prayers  cf  an  affhCted  people.  Our 
gratitude  for  fuch  a  mark  of  the  Di- 
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vine  favour  is  only  equalled  by  the 
ardency  of  our  willies  for  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  vour  Majefty’s  health,  ?ind 
that  your*  Majefty  may  enjoy  that  in¬ 
valuable  blelung  during  a  long  and 
hapov  reign. 

m » 
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His  Majefiy  's  Anfwer. 

HIS  Majefty  ’thanks  his  faithful 
Commons  for  their  loyal  and  affec¬ 
tionate  add  refs,  and  for  their  af- 
furances  of  the  fincere  and  cordial 
Latisfabtion  which  they  feel  on  the 
interpolation  of  Divine  Providence 
in  removing  from  him  the  fevere  in- 
difpolition  with  which  he  has  been 
afflicted. 

Nothing  can  be  more  fat  is  factory 
to  his  Majefty  than  the  difpofirion 
exp  relied  by  the  Houfe  ot  Com¬ 
mons  cheerfully  to  proceed  in  mak¬ 
ing  fuch  proviftons  as  are  neceflary 
for  the  honourable  fupport  of  his 
Majefty’s  government. 

He  receives  with  the  greateft 
pleafure  the  acknowledgments  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  their  fenfe 
of  the  folicitude  which  his  Majefty 
can  never  ceafe  to  entertain  for  the 
interefts  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  their 
profeftions  of  refpect  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  perfon,  family,  and 
government. 


speech  if  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  Loth 


Houfe j,  on  Monday,  May 


n  r» 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

H  L  bufmefs  of  this  intereft- 
ing  feftion  being  concluded, 
I  am  happy  to  releafe  you  from  fur¬ 
ther  attendance  in  parliament,  and 
to  communicate  to  you  the  ftrongeft 
affurances  of  his  Majefty ’s  paternal 
regard,  and  of  the  fatisfaction  lie 
feels  in  the  growing  profperity  of 
his  people  of  Ireland. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons , 

In  obedience  to  the  King’s  com¬ 
mands  I  am  to  thank  you  in  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  name  for  the  fupplies  which 
you  have  granted  for  the  -public  exi- 
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gencies,  and  for  the  fupport  of  his 
Majefty’s  government ;  and  you  may 
be  allured  of  mv  care  and  attention 
to  the  proper  application  of  them.  - 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

I  behold  with  the  higjieft  fatisfac¬ 
tion  the  increasing  wealth  and  com- 
nierce  of  this  kingdom,  the  natural 
effect  of  good  order  and  of  active 
Induftry,  encouraged,  protected,  and 
extended  by  the  feveral  faintary 
laws  which  from  time  to  time  have 
been  enabled  far  thofe  purpofes. — 
I  am  happy  to  think  that  a  perma¬ 
nent  foundation  is  laid  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  improvement  of  the  country,  by 
the  act  now  palled  for  the  promotion 
and  encouragement  of  inland  navi¬ 
gation  :  a  fyftem  which,  connected 
with  the  profperous  ftate  of  your' 
agriculture,  prornifes,  with  the  blef- 
fing  of  Divine  Providence,  to  fecure 
to  every  part  of  the  kingdom  the 
fulleft  enjoyment  of  that  eflential  ar¬ 
ticle  of  your  commerce,  the  trade 
of  corn. 

You  well  know  how  greatly  the 
interefts  of  the  nation  are  forwarded 
by  the  prefervarion  of  peace,  and  by 
the  enforcing  a  due  fubmiffion  to  the 
laws  :  and  i  haye  the  molt  perfebt 
confidence,  that  upon  your  return 
to  your  refpebtive  counties  you  will 
impreis  thefe  ideas  on  the  minds 
of  thofe  who  look  up  to  your  ex¬ 
ample,  and  are  direbted  by  your  in¬ 
fluence.  My  condubt  {hall  be  uni¬ 
formly  governed  by  every  principle 
which  can  tend  to  promote  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  happinels  of  Ireland. 


Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Aider- 
men ,  and  Common  Council ,  of  the 
City  of  London,  to  his  Majefiy ,  on 
the  happy  Occafon  of  his  Recovery , 
March  19, 

r  B  b  ]  j  May 
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May  it  pie afe  your  Majejiy , 

WE,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  council  affe ru¬ 
bied,  beg  leave  humbly  to  approach 
the  throne  with  the  mod  heartfelt 
emotions  of  joy  and  exultation. 

We  cannot  fufdciently  exprefs  our 
deep  and  awful  fenfe  of  the  fi gnal  in¬ 
dance  of  the  goodnefs  ol  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  to  thefe  highly-favoured 
kingdoms,  in  reftoring  the  health 
of  our  mod  gracious  fovereign  to  the 
ardent  prayers  of  his  people. 

Your  Majefty’s  faithful  citizens 
pf  London,  at  all  times  eager  to 
t edify  their  loyalty,  are  more  par¬ 
ticularly  anxious  to  offer  their  ' re¬ 
newed  affurances  of  fidelity  and  at¬ 
tachment,  in  a  moment  which  has 
refcued  them  from  defpondency, 
and  blefied  them  with  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  offer  the  tribute  nearelf  their 
v  hearts. 

And  we  earnedly  fupplicate  the 
Great  Difpofer  of  all  events,  that 
your  Majelfy  may  long  continue  the 
happy  indrument  pf  preferving,  in 
the  mod  exalted  degree,  the  civil 
and  religious  liberties  of  a  free, 
loyal,  and  grateful  nation. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  court, 
William  Rix. 


His  Majefty’s  Anfvoer, 

I  THANK  you  fqr  this  frefh  mark 
of  your  loyalty  and  of  your  affection 
for  my  perfon.  The  expreihons  of 
fidelity  and  attachment,  which  I  re¬ 
ceive  from  my  loving  fubjeCts,  are 
mod  grateful  to  me.  ' 

The  city  of  London  may  always 
depend  upon  my  watchful  attention 
tp  their  liberties,  commerce,  and 
happiness. 


Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor ,  Alder - 
men ,  and  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  London,  to  her  Majejiy , 
on  the  fame  happy  Qccafion. 

MAY  it  pleafe  your  Majefty  to 
permit  us,  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  af- 
fembled,  to  offer  our  mod  dncere 
congratulations  to  your  Majedy  on 
the  aufpicious  recovery  of  our  mod 
gracious  fovereign. 

Imp  reded  with  the  mod  fympa- 
thifing  affections,  we  have  not  the 
power  to  convey  how  much  we  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  general  felicity,  of 
which  your  jVkjedy  mud  enjoy  fp 
large  a  lhare. 

That  the  King  may  long  be  pre¬ 
ferred  in  his  facred  and  exalted  Ra¬ 
tion,  not  lels  revered  for  his  domef- 
tic  virtues  than  for  the  dominion  he 
holds  in  the  hearts  of  a  loyal  and 
happy  people,  is  the  dncere  prayer 
of  the  citizens  of  London. 

There  never  was  a  period  when 
the  citizens  of  London  felt  the  va~ 
lue  pf  their  privilege  to  addrefs  the 
throne  in  fo  eminent  a  degree  as 
the  prefent,  which  has  enabled  them 
to  dwell  with  fuch  heartfelt  empha- 
ds  on  an  event  fo  propitious  to  tiiei^ 
country,  fo  peculiarly  intereding 
and  effectually  condolatory  to  the  bed 
pf  queens. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  court, 
William  Rix„ 

Her  Majejiy’ s  Anfvoer. 

I  THANK  you  for  this  mark  of 
duty  to  the  King  and  attention  to  me. 
I  receive  your  congratulations  witfy 
a  dncere  and  heartfelt  pleafure  on 
the  prefent  joyful  occadon ;  and  I 
can  alfure  you  that  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  will  ever  have  my  bed  willies 
for  its  profperity  and  happinefs. 

TAr 
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7 he  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Sheriffs ,  Commons ,  and  Citizens  of 
the  City  of  Dublin,  in  Common 
Council  afjembledy  on  the  fame  Oc- 
eafton. 

May  it  plea fe  your  Majefy , 

^  T  T  E,  your  dutiful  and  ever 
VY  loyal  fubjeCis,  the  lord- 
mayor,  fheriffs,  commons,  and  ci¬ 
tizens  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  humbly 
offer  our  congratulations  on  your 
Majefty  s  recovery  from  your  late 
fevere  indifpofition,  and  beg  leave 
to  exprefs  how  deeply  fenftble  we 
are  of  the  ineftimable  value  of  your 
Majefty’s  life  and  health  to  your 
faithful  people. 

The  earneitnefs  and  fervour  with 
which  we  looked  for  the  happy  times 
that  have  now  returned,  are  only  to 
be  equalled  by  the  fmceritv  with 
which  we  pray  Almighty  God,  that 
your  Majefty  may  long  flourifh  a  re¬ 
vered,  beloved,  patriot  King. 

The  worth  of  a  fovereign  fo  mild, 
a  parent  fo  provident,  and  a  friend 
fo  true,  was  never  before  lo  fully 
underftood,  until  Jie  was  loft  for 
ever  ;  but  it  is  the  puculiar  bleffmg 
of  your  faithful  fubjeCis,  that  they 
are  awakened  to  a  due  fenfe  of  your 
Majefty’s  great  and  endearing  qua¬ 
lities,  ere  it  is  too  late,  and  yvhilft 
our  country  continues  to  profper  un¬ 
der  their  benign  influence. 

The  afflictions  of  your  loyal  citi¬ 
zens  of  Dublin  grew  the  more  poig¬ 
nant  during  your  Majefty’s  late  ill- 
nefs,  as  we  reflected  that  nothing 
but  a  care  for  the  public  weal,  too 
active  and  inceflant,  had  borne  down 
your  ftrpngrh,  and  caufed  you  to 
faint  in  the  fervice  of  your  people. 

Return  then,  Sire,  with  renova¬ 
ted  vigour  of  mind  and  body,  to 
attain  the  dorious  ends  which 


your  aufpicious  reign  lias  been  di¬ 
rected  ;  live  long  the  fupporter  of 
the  law,  the  approved  patron  and 
defender  of  civil  and  religious  li¬ 
berty.  . 

Never  before  did  your  people  ex¬ 
perience  angui'h  occasioned  by  your 
Majefty  :  may  this  we  have  tailed 
be  accounted  our  fliare  of  the  bitter 
cup  ;  and  let  the  tranlit  of  our  good 
and  gracious  King  from  his  throne 
of  Ireland  to  a  throne  eternal,  in 
the  ripenefs  of  time,  and  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  his  fame,  be  referved  for  the 
portion  of  a  future  generation. 

In  teftimonv  whereof  we  have 
caufed  the  common  feal  of  the  fa  id 
city  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  this  23d 
day  of  March,  1789. 


Addrefs  of  the  Protefarit  and  Roman 
Catholic  Inhabitants  of  Waterford 
to  the  King ,  on  the  fame  Qccafon. 

May  it  pie  a  fe  your  Majefy , 
llfE,  your  Majefty’s  rnoft  duti- 
Yy  ful  and  loyal  fubjeCis,  the 
freemen,  freeholders,  Proteftant  and 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Waterford  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  beg  leave 
to  prefent  our  humble  congratula¬ 
tions  on  the  happy  reftoration  of 
your  Majefty’s  health. 

We  are  awfully  imprefled  with 
the  ineftimable  goodnefs  of  Divinp 
Providence,  who,  indulgent  to  the 
ardent  prayers  of  your  loyal  and  af¬ 
fectionate  fubjeCis,  has  reftored  your 
Majefty  to  a  free  and  happy  people. 

In  common  with  all  your  Majef¬ 
ty’s  fubjeCis,  throughout  your  ex¬ 
tended  dominions,  we  participate  in 
the  joy  than  ar  prefent  univerfallv 
prevails,  and  with  which  we  are  ftilb 
tire  more  fenftblv  aftbCted  when  we 
f  Bb  '\  ± 

\  u  % 


CO!- 


324]  ANNUAL  REGISTER*  1789. 


contemplate  the  folid  fyftern  of  con- 
ftitutional  and  commercial  rights  that 
has  been  eftablifhed  for  this  king¬ 
dom  during  your  Majefty’s  aufpi- 
cious  reign. 

Since  the  acceftion  of  your  Maje- 
{y  to  the  government  of  thefe  realms, 
the  conftant  operation  of  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty  which  have  ever 
characterized  the  houfe  of  Bruns¬ 
wick,  and  a  fucceflion  of  happy 
events,  conducted  under  wife  coun¬ 
cils,  have  improved  the  conftitution, 
jand  extended  the  commerce  of  this 
country  to  fuch  a  degree  of  excellence 
and  importance,  as  to  enable  it 
now  to  confiitute  one  of  the  moft: 
valuable  portions  of  'your  Majefty’s 
empire. 

When  we  look  back  to  the  former 
Situation  of  this  country,  and  when 
we  refleCt  on  the  many  bleffings 
revived  under  your  Majefty’s  mild 
and  happy  government,  we  are 
bound  to  pray  to  Divine  Providence 
that  your  reign  may  be  long,  profpe- 
rous,  and  happy. 

Signed,  by  order, 

William  Roach,  1  cj  “#• 
John  Denis,  j  k  e 

^Similar  addreffes  were  alfo  prefent- 
ed  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  the  Chteeny 
from  moft  of  the  counties  and  corporate 
bodies  of  the  kingdom .] 


The  Petition  of  the  Englifli  Catholic 
Diffenters  to  the  Houje  of  Commons , 
prefented  May  7 . 

Sheweth,  / 

THAT  Sentiments  unfavour¬ 
able  to  your  petitioners,  as 
citizens  and  fubjeCts,  have  been  en¬ 
tertained  by  Englifli  proteftants, 
and  that  your  petitioners  are  fub- 


jeCt  to  various  penal  laws,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  principles  which  are  af- 
ferted  to  be  maintained  by  your 
petitioners  j  and  other  perfons  of 
their  religion,  and  which  princi¬ 
ples  are  dangerous  to  Society,  and 
totally  repugnant  to  political  and  c.ivil 
liberty 

That  your  petitioners  think:  it  It 
duty  which  they  owe  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  as  well  as  to  themfelves,  to 
proteft  in  a  formal  and  folemn 
manner  againft  doCtrines  that  they 
condemn,  and  that  confiitute  no  part 
whatever  of  their  principles,  religion^ 
or  belief 

That  your  petitioners  are  the 
more  anxious  to  free  themfelves 
from  fuch  imputations,  becaufe  di¬ 
vers  proteftants,  who  profefs  them- 
felv|s  to  be  reaj  friends  to  liberty 
of  confidence,  have  neverthelef* 
avowed  themfelves  hoftile  to  your 
petitioners,  on  account  of  the  opi¬ 
nions  which  your  petitioners  are  fo 
fupppfed  to  hold ;  and  your  peti¬ 
tioners  do  not  blame  thofe  pro- 
teftants  for  their  hoftility,  if  it 
proceeds  (as  your  petitioners  hope 
it  does)  not  from  an  intolerant  fpirit 
in  matters  of  religion,  but  from  their 
being  miftnformed  as  to  matters  of 
faCt. 

That  your  petitioners  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  they  fhould  merit  the 
reproach  of  being  dangerous  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  ftate,  if  it  were  true, 
that  they  had  adopted  the  maxims 
that  are  erroneoufly  imputed  to 
them ;  but  your  petitioners  cleteft 
thofe  unchfiftian-like  and  execrable 
maxims;  and  your  petitioners  fe= 
verally  claim  (in  common  with  men 
of  ail  other  religions)  as  a  matter 
of  natural  juftice,  that  your  peti¬ 
tioners  ought  not  to  fuffier  for  or  on 
account  of  any  wicked  erroneous 
doctrines  that  may  have  been  hol¬ 
der^ 
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den,  or  that  may  be  held  by  any 
foreign  Roman  Catholics,  which 
dodrines  your  petitioners  publicly 
difclaim ;  any  more  than  any  of 
the  Uritiili  Proteftants  ought  to  be 
rendered  refponiible  for  any  dange¬ 
rous  dodrines  that  may  be  held  by 
anv  Jprei_gn  proteftynts,  which  doc¬ 
trines  they,  the  Paid  Britiih  Protef- 
tants,  difavow. 

I.  That  your  petitioners  have  been 

accufed  of  holding,  as  a  principle 
of  their  religion,  that  princes  ex¬ 
communicated  by  the  pope  and 
council,  or  by  authority  of  the  fee 
of  Rome,  may  be  depole d  or  mur¬ 
dered  by  their  fubjeds,  or  other 
perfons.  But,  fo  far  is  the  above- 
mentioned  unchriftian-like  and  abo¬ 
minable  pofition  from  being  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  your  petitioners  hold, 
that  they  rejed,  abhor,  and  deteft 
it,  and  every  part  thereof,  as  ex¬ 
ecrable  and  impious  ;  and  your  pe¬ 
titioners  do  folemnly  declare,  that 
neither  the  pope,  either  with  or 
without  a  general  council,  nor  any 
prelate,  nor  any  prieft,  nor  any  af- 
fembly  of  prelates  or  priefts,  nor 
any  ecclefialtical  power  whatever, 
can  abfolve  the  fubjeds  of  this 
realm,  or  any  of  them,  from  their 
allegiance  to  his  Majefty  King 
George  the  Third,  who  is,  by  au¬ 
thority  of  the  legiflature,  the  law¬ 
ful  king  of  this  realm,  and  of  all 
the  dominions  thereunto  belong¬ 
ing.  _ 

II.  That  your  petitioners  have 
alfo  been  accufed  of  holding,  as 
a  principle  of  their  religion,  that 
implicit  obedience  is  due  from 
them  to  the  orders  and  decrees  of 
popes  and  general  councils  :  and 
that,  therefore,  if  the  pope,  or 
any  general  council,  fhoukl,  for 
the  good  of  the  church,  command 


your  petitioners  to  take  up  arms 
againfl'  government,  or  by  any  means 
to  fubvert  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
this  country,  cr  to  exterminate  per¬ 
fons  of  a  different  religion  from  your 
petitioners,  the  acculers  of  }our  pe¬ 
titioners  afiert,  that  )our  petitioners 
hold  themfelves  bound  to  obev  fuch 
orders  or  decrees  on  pain  of  eternal 
fire.  Whereas  your  petitioners  po- 
fitively  deny  that  they  owe  any  fuch 
obedience  to  the  pope  and  general 
council,  or  to  either  of  them  :  and 
your  petitioners  .Believe  that  no 
ad  that  is  in  itfelf  immoral  or 
difhoneft  can  ever  be  juftified  by  or 
under  colour  that  it  is  dene  either 
for  the  good  of  the  church,  cr  in 
obedience  to  any  ecclefialtical  power 
whatever.  Your  petitioners  acknow¬ 
ledge  no  infallibility  in  the  pope  * 
and  they  neither  apprehend  nor  be¬ 
lieve,  that  their  difobedience  to  any 
fuch  orders  or  decrees  (thou Id  air- 
fuch  be  given  or  made)  could  fobjed 
your  petitioners  to  any  punifhment 
whatfoever.  That  your  petitioners 
do  folemnly  declare,  that  no  church, 
nor  any  prelate,  nor  any  prieft, 
nor  any  affembly  of  prelates  or 
priefts,  nor  any  ecclefiaftical  power 
whatever,  hath,  have,  or  ought  to 
have  any  jurifdidion  or  authority 
whatfoever  within  this  realm,  that 
can,  dirtdlv  or  indirtdly,  afted  or 
interfere  with  the  independence,  fo- 
vereignty,  laws,  conftituticn,  or 
government  thereof,  or  the  rights, 
liberties,  perfons,  or  properties,  of 
the  people  of  the  faid  realm,  or  of 
any  of  them  fave  only  and  ex¬ 
cept  by  the  authority  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  any  fuch  aftlnnp- 
tion  of  power  would  be  an  ufurpa- 
tion. 

III.  That  your  petitioners  have 
like  wife  been  accufed  of  holding 
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as  a  principle  of'  their  religion,  that 
the  pope,  by  virtue  of  his  fpiritual 
power,  can  difpenfe  with  the  ob¬ 
ligations  of  any  compact  or  oath 
taken  or  entered  into  by  any  perfon 
of  the  religion  of  }our  petitioners  $ 
that  therefore,  no  oath  of  allegi¬ 
ance,  or  other  oath,  can  bind  your 
petitioners,  and  confequently,  that 
vour  petitioners  can  give  no  feeurity 
for  their  allegiance  to  any  govern¬ 
ment.— -That  your  petitioners  admit 
that  this  concluiion  would  be  juft, 
if  the  original  propofition,  upon 
which  it  is  founded,  were  true':  but 
yt>ur  petitioners  positively  deny,  that 
they  hold  any  fuch  principle ;  and 
they  do  folenmly  declare,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  pope,  nor  any  prelate,  nor 
any  prieft,  nor  any  aflembly  of  pre¬ 
lates  or  priefts,  nor  any  ecclefiaftical 
powef  whatever,  can  ablolve  your 
petitioners,  or  any  of  them  from,  or 
can  previoufly  or  fubfequently  dif¬ 
penfe  with,  the  obligations  of  any 
compact  or  oath  whatfoever. 

IV.  That  your  petitioners  have 
alfo  been  accufed  of  holding,  as 
a  principle  of  their  religion,  that  not 
only  the  pope,  but  even  a  prieft, 
lias  power,  at  his  will  and  pleafure, 
to  pardon  the  fins  of  perions  of  the 
religion  of  your  petitioners  :  and 
therefore,  that  no  perfon  of  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  your  petitioners  can  pofti- 
jfty  give  any  feeurity  for  his  allegi¬ 
ance  to  any  government  j  inafmuch 
as  the  pope,  or  a  prieft,  can  pardon 
perjury,  rebellion  and  high  treafon. 
That  your  petitioners  acknowledge 
alfo,  the  jtiftnds  of  this  conclufion, 
if  the  propofition  upon  which  it  is- 
founded  were  not  totally  falfe  ;  but 
y our  petitioners  do  folenmly  de¬ 
clare,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
believe  that  no  fm  whatever  can 
be  forgiven,  at  the  will  of  any  pope, 


or  of  any  prieft,  of  any  perfoit 
whomfoever  :  but  that  a  fincere  fur¬ 
row  for  paft  ftn,  a  firm  refolution  to 
avoid  future  guilt,  and  every  poftible 
atonement  to  God,  and  the  injured 
neighbour,  are  the  previous  and 
indifpenfable  requifites  to  eftablifh 
a  well  -founded  expe£tation  of  for¬ 
give  nefs. 

V.  That  your  petitioners  hav© 
alfo  been  accufed  of  holding,  as  a 
principle  of  their  religion,  that  faith 
is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics  :  fo 
that  no  government,  which  does  not 
profefs  the  fame  religion  as  your  pe¬ 
titioners,  can  have  any  feeurity  from 
your  petitioners  for  their  allegiancf 
and  peaceable  behaviour.  That  your 
petitioners  reject,  reprobate,  and  ab¬ 
hor  the  do&rine,  that  faith  is  not  to 
be  kept  with  heretics,  as  being  con¬ 
trary  to  religion,  morality,  and  com¬ 
mon  honefty.  And  your  petitioners 
do  hold  and  folemnly  declare,  that 
no  breach  of  faith  with,  or  injury  to, 
or  hoftility  againft,  any  perfon 
whomfoever,  can  ever  be  juftified 
by  reafon  of,  or  under  pretence,  that 
fuch  perfon  is  an  heretic  or  an  in¬ 
fidel.' 

That  your  petitioners  further  fo¬ 
lemnly  declare,  that  they  do  make 
this  declaration  and  proteftation,  and 
every  part  thereof,  in  the  plain  and 
ordinary  fenfe  of  the  words  of  the 
fame,  without  any  evafion,  equivo¬ 
cation,  or  mental  refervation  what¬ 
foever.  And  that  your  petitioners 
humbly  conceive,  that  your  petiti¬ 
oners,  who  thus  folenmly  driclaim, 
and  from  their  hearts  abhor,  the 
above-mentioned  abominable  and  un- 
chrifrian-like  principles,  ought  not  to 
be  put  upon  a  level  with  any  other 
men  who  may  hold  and  profefs  thole 
principles. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly 
v  pray. 
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.pray,  that  this  honourable  houfe 
..Vv'ill  be  pleafed  to  grant  fuch  re¬ 
lief  to  your  petitioners,  as  this 
honourable  houfe  in  its  wildom 
iliall  deem  to  be  juft. 


The  King  of  France's  Circular  Letter 
for  the  Convocation  of  the  States 
General  at  VerJ allies . 

Our  beloved  and  loyal, 

WrE  ftand  in  need  of  the  aid 
of  our  faithful  fubjebls  to 
enable  us  to  furmount  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties  we  are  involved  in,  refped- 
ing  the  condition  of  our  finances ; 
and  to  eftablilli  according  to  our 
wifhes  a  fteady,  conitanp  and  inva¬ 
riable  order  in  every  part  of  govern¬ 
ment,  that  interefts  the  happinefs  of 
our  people,  and  the  prqfperity  of  our 
kingdom.  Thefe  great  motives  have 
determined  us  to  convene  the  affem- 
bly  of  the  ftates  ip  all  the  provinces 
under  our  obedience,  in  order  that 
they  may  not  only  advife  andaflift  us 
in  all  thofc  objects  that  iliall  be  laid 
before  them,  but  ffiy  open  likewife 
the  wifh.es  and  grievances  of  our 
fubjebls  3  fo  that,  by  a  mutual  confi¬ 
dence,  and  a  reciprocal  love  be¬ 
tween  the  fovereign  and  the  nation, 
an  efficacious  remedy  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  as  foon  as  poifible  to  the  dif- 
orders  of  the  ftate,  and  abufes  of 
every  kind  be  reformed  and  pre¬ 
vented,  by  good  and  folid  means 
proper  to  infure  a  permanency  of 
the  public  happinefs,  and  to  reftore 
particularly  that  calm  and  tran¬ 
quillity  we  have  fo  long  been  de¬ 
prived  of.  We  proclaim,  therefore, 
that  it  is  our  intention  to  begin  the 
meeting  of  the  free  and  general 
ftates  of  our  kingdom  on  Monday 


the  27th  of  April  next,  in  our  town 
of  Verfailles,  where  we  mean  and 
defire  that  feme  of  the  moll  refu¬ 
table  perfons  of  each  province,  baili¬ 
wick,  and  fenefchalfbip  iliall  attend. 
We  order  and  exprefsly  enjoin  you, 
therefore,  foon  after  the  receipt  of 
the  prefent  letter,  to  convene  and  af- 
femble  in  the  town  of  - — — - ,  in  the 
fpeedieft  manner  yq<u  can,  the  rnoft 
proper  of  the  three  dalles  (trots 
etats)  of  the  bailiwick  or  fenefchal- 
fhip,  of  — — ,  that  they  may  con¬ 
fer  and  cammunicate  together  on  the 
fnbjeds  of  complaints,  grievances, 
and  remonftranees,  and  the  means 
and  advice  they  may  have  to  propofe 
to  the  general  aftembly  of  the  laid 
ftates ;  and  after  having  done  thus 
much,  they  are  to  chufe  and  name 
fuch  and  fuch  perfons,  &c.  and  fo 
many  and  no  more  of  every  clafs-— 


all  of  them  worthy  of  this  diftin- 
guiflied  mark  of  truft,  on  account  of 
their  integrity,  and  the  fuperior  abi¬ 
lities  they  are  endowed  with.  The 
-above  convocations  and  elections  iliall 
be  made  throughout  the  kingdom  in 
the  form  prescribed  by-  the  regula¬ 
tion  annexed  to  the  prefent  letter. 
The  deputies  or  reprefentatives  of 
the  provinces,  bailiwicks,  and  fenef- 
chalihips  iliall  be  furniihed  with 
proper  initruflions,  and  fufficient 
po\vrer  to  propofe,  remonftrate,  ad-* 
vife,  and  copfent  to  every  thing 
that  may  concern  the  prefent  or  fu¬ 
ture  wants  of  the  ftate,  the  reform 
of  abufes,  the  eftabliibment  of  fteady 
and  permanent  order  in  every 
branch  of  the  adminiftration,  the 
general  profperity  of  our  kingdom, 
and  the  welfare  of  all  and  each 
of  ourfubjebis  ;  affuring  them,  that 
on  our  fide  they  iliall  find  our  beft 
good  will  and  affeftion  for  maintain- 
and  executing  whatever  fhall 

have 
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have  been  concerted  between  us  and 
the  faid  ftates,  whether  refpefting 
the  impofts  they  fhall  agree  upon,  or 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  conftant 
rule  in  all  parts  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  or  on  the  public  order  ;  pro- 
mifmg  moreover  to  afk  and  to  liften 
favourably  to  their  advice  on  what¬ 
ever  may  iiitereft  the  good  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  to  redrefs  their  grievances,  and 
to  attend  to  the  propofals  that  final! 
be  advanced  ;  fo  that  our  kingdom, 
and  all  our  fubjefts  in  particular, 
may  feel  the  falutary  effects  of  fo 
noble  and  fo  grand  an  aflembly  for 
ever. 

Given  at  Verfailles,  the  24th  of 
Jan.  1789. 

Signed,  Lewis. 

DE  VlLLEDEUIL. 


fhe  King  of  France's  Speech  on  the 
Opening  of  the  States  General,  May 
9,1789. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  day  is  at  length  arrived 
which  my  heart  has  fo  long 
panted  to  lee,  and  I  find  myfelf  fur- 
rounded  by  the  reprefentatives  of 
a  nation  it  is  my  glory  to  com¬ 
mand. 

A  long  interval  has  elapfed  fince 
the  laft  convo.tion  of  the  ftates  ge¬ 
neral  }  but  although  tliefe  aftemblies 
have  not  for  home  time  been  held,  I 
have  not  been  diffuaded  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  my  late  predeceftbrs,  from 
re-eftabli filling  a  cuftom  from  which 
the  nation  may  earneftly  hope  to 
acquire  new  vigour,  and  which  may 
be  the  means  of  opening  to  it  an 
additional  fource  of  happmefs. 

The  public  debt  was  already  im- 
rnenfe  at  my  coming  to  the  throne, 


and  has  increafed  under  my  reign  j 
an  expenfive  but  honourable  war 
has  been  the  caufe,  and  the  aug¬ 
mentation  of  taxes  the  confequences 
of  it  ;  but  an  unequal  levy  has 
caufed  them  to  be  more  feverely 
felt. 

A  very  general  difcontent,  a  too 
great  defire  for  innovation,  have 
taken  hold  of  the  people’s  minds, 
and  will  end  in  mifleading  their 
judgment,  if  they  do  not  haften  to 
fix  them  by  wife  and  moderate 
councils. 

It  is  with  this  confidence,  gen-, 
tlemen,  that  I  now  aftemble  you, 
and  I  rejoice  to  fee  that  it  has 
been  juftified  by  thofe  difpofitions 
which  the  two  firft  orders  of  the 
ftate  have  fiiewn,  to  renounce  their 
own  pecuniary  privileges.  The 
hope  which  I  have  cherifhed,  to 
fee  all  the  orders  unite  and  con¬ 
cur  with  me  in  willies  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  good,  will,  lam  certain,  not  be 
deceived. 

I  have  already  ordered  very 
confiderable  retrenchments  of  ex¬ 
pence  j  you  will  moreover  furniih 
me  with  your  fentiments  on  the 
fubjeft,  which  I  fhall  receive  rnoft 
gladly  but  in  fpite  of  the  re- 
fources  which  the  ftrifteft  cecono- 
my  can  fuggeft,  I  fear,  gentle¬ 
men,  that  1  fhall  not  be  able  to 
relieve  my  fubjefts  fo  foon  as  I 
could  wifh.  I  fihall  order  to  be 
laid  before  you  the  exact  ftate  of 
the  finances ;  and  when  you  have 
examined  them,  I  am  affured  you 
will  propofe  to  me  the  moft  effec¬ 
tual  means  to  eftablifh  them  on  a 
permanent  footing,  and  ftrengthen 
the  public  credit;  This  great  and 
falutary  work  will  claim  your  moft 
earned  attention  ;  it  is  that  which 
will  fecure  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  the  kingdom,  and  maintain 
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Its  confequence  among  foreign  pow¬ 
ers. 

The  public  fpirit  is  in  a  fer¬ 
ment,  but  an  affembly  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  nation  will 
certainly  hearken  to  no  other  coun- 
fels  but  thofe  founded  on  wifdom 
and  prudence.  You  yourfelves, 
gentlemen,  have  been  able  to 
judge  on  many  recent  oecaflons, 
that  the  people  have  been  mif- 
guided  ;  but  the  ipirit  which  will 
rule  over  your  deliberations  will 
anfwer  for  the  true  fentiments  of 
a  generous  nation,  whole  diftinguifh- 
ed  character  has  ever  been  the  love 
of  their  king.  I  fhall  baniili  from 
me  every  other  fentiment. 

I  know  the  authority  and  power 
of  a  juft  king,  furrounded  by  a  faith¬ 
ful  people,  at  all  times  attached  to 
the  principles  of  monarchy  ;  thefe 
have  caufed  the  glory  and  fplen- 
dour  of  France  $  I  ought  and 
I  ever  fhall  be  the  fupport  of 
them. 

But  whatever  may  be  expected 
from  the  moft  tender  folicitude  for 
the  public  good,  whatever  can  be 
aiked  from  a  fovereign,  the  fincereft 
friend  of  his  people,  you  may,  you 
ought  to  hope  from  me. 

May  a  happy  union  reign  in  this 
affembly  !  And  may  this  epoeha 
become  ever  memorable  for  the  hap- 
piuefs  and  profperity  of  the  country  ! 
It  is  the  with  of  my  heart  ?  it 
is  the  moft  ardent  defire  of  my 
prayers  ;  it  is,  in  fhort,  the  price 
which  I  expert  for  the  ftnc.erity  of 
my  intentions,  and  my  love  for  my 
people. 

The  keeper  of  the  feals  will  ex¬ 
plain  my  intentions  more  fully,  and 
{  have  ordered  the  director  general 
of  the  fir  lances  to  lay  before  you  the 
ftate  of  the  kingdom. 
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Letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  the 
Pr  eft  dent  of  the  National Affembly , 
May  28,  1789. 

BEING  informed,  that  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  have  been  made 
relative  to  afeertaining  the  powers 
veiled  in  the  members  of  the  ftates 
general  {bill  fubfifl,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  care  taken  by  the  cqmmifli- 
oners  chofen  by  the  three  eftates 
to  find  out  the  means  of  fettling 
this  point  ;  I  cannot  fee  without 
pain,  and  indeed  much  uneaflnefs, 
the  national  affembly,  which  I  have 
called  together  to  be  concerned  with 
me  in  the  new  regulation  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  funk  into  inaftion,  which,  if 
continued,  would  caufe  all  the  hopes 
which  I  have  formed  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  people,  and  the 
benefit  of  the  ftate,  to  prove 
abortive.  Under  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  I  defire  that  the  concilia¬ 
tory  commiflioners,  already  chofen  by 
the  three  orders,  refume  their  confe¬ 
rences  to-morrow  at  fix  in  the  even-- 
ing,  in  the  pretence  of  my  keeper 
of  the  feals  and  commiflioners,  whom 
I  fhall  appoint,  In  order  that  I  may¬ 
be  more  particularly  informed  of 
the  propofals  for  agreement  which 
/hall  be  made,  and  direCtly  con- 
tribute  to  io  deftrable  and  prefting 
a  ftate  of  harmony.  I  charge  the. 
perfon  who  fhall  exercife  the  of¬ 
fice  of  prendent  to  make  known 
thefe  my  intentions  to  the  aflejn- 
bly. 

Louis, 

Verfailies>  May  28. 


Addrefs  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Piers 
Ft  at  of  France ,  to  his  Majejiy , 
June  6,  1  "89. 


Sire, 
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Sire, 

r-ipv  H  E  deputies  of  your  faithful 
Commons  would  long  fmce 
have  folemnly  preferred  to  your 
Majefty  the  refpeftful  teftimony  of 
their  gratitude  for  the  convocation 
of  the  ftates  general;  had  their 
powers  been  Verified,  which  would 
have  been  the  cafe  but  for  the  obfta- 
cles  thfown  in  the  way  by  the 
nobles.  They  wait  with  the  maft 
anxious  impatience  for  the  moment 
of  that  verification,  to  enable  them 
to  offer  to  you  a  more  ftriking  ho¬ 
mage  arid  token  of  their  love  for 
your  facred  perfon,  for  your  augtift 
family,  and  their  devotion  to  the 
intercfts  of  the  monarch,,  which  are 
always  kfeparable  from  thole  of  the 
nation. 

The  folicitude  your  Majefty  ex¬ 
periences  at  the  inaction  of  the 
ftates  general,  affords  a  frefli  proof 
of  the  defire  whieh  animates  your 
bread  to  produce  the  happinefs  of 
France. 

Afflicted  at  this  fatal  inaction,  the 
deputies  of  the  Commons  have  left 
no  means  untried  to  determine  thofe 
of  the  clergy  and  the  nobles' to  unite 
with  them  for  the  purpofe  of  confti- 
tuting  the  national  aflembly  ;  but 
the  nobles  having  again  manifefted 
the  refolution  of  maintaining  the  veri¬ 
fication  of  their  powers  leparately 
tranfafted,  the  conciliatory  confe¬ 
rences  opened  on  this  important  quef- 
tionwere  neceffarily  at  an  end. 

Your  Majefty,  defiling  that  they 
ilioiild  be  refumed,  in  pretence  of 
the  keeper  of  the  foals,  and  com- 
miflioners  you  have  named,  the  de¬ 
puties  of  the  Commons,  certain 
that  under  a  Prince,  who  wifhes 
to  be  the  reftor^r  of  France,  the 
liberty  of  the  national  aflembly 
can  be  in  no  danger,  have  cheer¬ 


fully  concurred  in  your  defire  as* 
fignified  to  thefti.  They  are  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced,  that  in  the 
exaif  journal  of  thefe  conferences 
laid  before  your  Majefty,  you  will 
diicover  nothing  in  the  motives 
by  which  we  are  directed,  but  the 
principles  of  juftice  and  of  rea- 
fon. 

Sire,  your  faithful  Commons  wilt 
never  forget  what  they  owe  to  their 
king  ;  never  will  they  lofe  fight  of 
the"  natural  alliance  between  the 
throne  and  the  people,  againft  arifo 
tocracies,  under  whatever  form, 
whofe  power  can  be  eftablilhed 
only  on  the  ruins  of  the  regal  au¬ 
thority,  and  the  public  happineis. 
The  French  people,  whofe  glory  it 
has  been  at  all  times  to  love  their 
king,  will  always  be  ready  to  fpill 
their  blood  and  lavifti  their  property 
in  fupport  of  the  genuine  principles 
of  the  monarchy.  From  the  very 
ftrft  moment  that  the  inftrudtions 
received  by  their  deputies  will  per¬ 
mit  them  to  exprefs  a  nation¬ 
al  wifli,  you  will  judge,  Sire,  whe¬ 
ther  the  repreftntatives  of  your 
Commons  do  not  prove  themfelves 
the  moft  anxious  of  your  fubjefts 
to  maintain  the  rights,  the  ho¬ 
nours,  the  dignities  of  the  throne  ; 
to  consolidate  the  public  engage¬ 
ments,  to  reftore  the  credit  of  the 
nation  ;  you  will  acknowledge  like- 
wife,  that  they  are  not  lefs  juft 
towards  theft  fellow-citizens,  of 
every  clafs,  than  devoted  to  your 
Majefty. 

Your  faithful  Commons  are  moft 
deeply  affofted  at  the  circumftance 
under  which  your  Majefty  has  the 
goodnefs  to  receive  their  deputa¬ 
tion  ;  and  they  take  the  liberty 
to  addrefs  to  your  Majefty  the 
univerfal  expreflion  of  their  re- 


STATE 


gvet,  and  of  their  refpedtful  fenfibi- 
lity. 

His  Majejty  s  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  receive  with  fatisfadtion  the  tef- 
timonials  of  devotion  and  attachment 
to  the  monarchy  from  the  reprefen- 
fatives  of  the  third  efiate  of  my 
kingdom.  All  the  orders  of  the 
Hate  have  an  equal  claim  to  my 
favour,  and  you  may  rely  on  my 
kindnefs  and  protedtior..  Above  all, 
I  recommend  to  you  fpeedily  to  fe- 
cond,  and  that  with  a  fpirit  of  pru¬ 
dence  and  of  peace,  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  benefits  I  am  impatient 
to  confer  on  my  people,  and  which 
they  confidently  expedt  from  my  fen- 
timents  in  their  favour. 


Speech  of  the  King  of  France  to  the 
States  General ,  June  23. 

Gentlemen, 

AT  the  time  I  took  the  refoluti- 
on  of  aiTembling  you  ;  when 
I  had  furmounted  all  the  difficulties 
which  had  threatened  a  convocati¬ 
on  of  my  Hates  ;  when  I  had,  to 
ufe  the  exprcffion,  even  preconceiv¬ 
ed  the  defires  of  the  nation,  in  ma- 
nifefting  before  hand  my  willies  for 
its  welfare  ;  I  thought  to  have  done 
everything  which  depended  on  my- 
felf  for  the  good  of  mv  people. 

It  feemed  to  me,  that  you  had  on¬ 
ly  to  finilli  the  work  I  had  begun  ; 
and  the  nation  expected  impatiently 
the  moment,  when,  in  conjunction 
with  the  beneficent  views  of  its  fo- 
vereign,  and  the  enlightened  zeal  of 
its  reprefentatives,  it  was  about  to 
enjoy  that  profperous  anti  happy 
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Hate  which  fuch  an  union  ought  to 
afford. 

The  ifates  general  have  now  been 
opened  more  than  two  months,  and 
have  not  yet  even  agreed  on  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  of  its  operations.  Inftead 
of  that  fource  of  harmony  which 
ihould  fpring  from  a  love  of  the 
country,  a  mold  fatal  divifion  fpreads 
an  alarm  over  every  mind.  I  ain 
willing  to  believe,  and  I  fhall  be 
happy  to  find,  that  the  difpofition  of 
Frenchmen  is  not  changed  :  but, 
to  avoid  reproaching  either  of  you,  I 
fhall  confider,  that  the  renewal  of 
the  Hates  general  after  fo  long  a  pe¬ 
riod,  the  turbulence  which  preceded 
it,  the  object  of  this  affembly,  fo 
different  from  that  of  your  anceftors, 
and  many  other  objedts,  have  led 
you  to  an  oppofition,  and  to  prefer 
pretennons  to  which  you  are  not  en¬ 
titled. 

I  owe  it  to  the  welfare  of  my  king¬ 
dom,  I  owe  it  to  myfelf,  to  diffipate 
thefe  fatal  divifions.  It  is  with  this 
refolution,  Gentlemen,  that  I  con¬ 
vene  you  once  more  around  me—i 
do  it  as  the  common  father  of  all  my 
people* — I  do  it  as  the  defender  of 
my  kingdom’s  laws,  that  I  may  re- 
cal  to  your  memory  the  true  fpirit  of 
your  conflitution,  and  refill  thofe  at¬ 
tempts  which  have  been  aimed  again!! 
it. 

But,  Gentlemen,  after  having 
clearly  ellabliihed  the  refpedtive 
rights  of  the  different  orders,  I  ex¬ 
pect  from  the  zeal  of  the  two  prin¬ 
cipal  claffes — I  expedt  from  their  at¬ 
tachment  to  my  perfon — I  expedt 
from  the  knowledge  they  have  of 
the  prefling  urgencies  of  the  date, 
that  in  thole  matters  which  concern 
the  general  good,  they  /hould  be 
the  firfl  to  propofe  a  re-union  of 
consultation  and  opinion,  which  I 

confider 
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eonfider  as  neceffary  in  the  prefent 
crifis,  and  which  ought  to  take 
place  for  the  general  good  of  the 
kingdom. 


The  Declaration  of  Rights ,  which  has 
been  agreed  to  hy  the  National  Aj- 
fembly  of  France ,  and  fandioned  hy 
the  King ,  and  which  fofms  the 
Bafts  of  the  new  Confutation  of 
France* 

r  $  A  HE  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
Jh  pie  of  France,  formed  Into 
a  national  aifembly,  confidering 
that  ignorance,  negledt,  or  con¬ 
tempt  of  human  rights,  are  the 
foie  canfes  of  public  misfortunes 
and  corruptions  of  government,  have 
refolved  to  Ft  forth,  in  a  folemn 
declaration,  thefe  natural,  impre¬ 
scriptible,  and  unalienable,  rights: 
that  this  declaration  being  conftantly 
prefent  to  the  minds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  body  focial,  they  may 
be  ever  kept  attentive  to  their 
rights  and  their  duties  :  that  the 

O  t  # 

acts  of  the  legifiative  and  executive 

r  0  ,  •  , 

powers  or  government  being  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  every  moment  com¬ 
pared  with  the  end  of  political  in- 
n'itutions,  may  be  more  refpedted  ; 
and  alio,  that  the  future  claims 
of  the  citizens,  being  diredted  by 
fimple  and  inconteftible  principles, 
may  always  tend  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  conilitutiori,  and  the  general 
iiappinefs. 

For  thefe  reafons  the  national 
affembly  doth  recognize  and  de¬ 
clare,  in  the  pre  fence  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being,  and  with  the  hope 
of  his  biding  and  favour,  the 
following  facred  rights  of  men  and  of 
citizens. 

3.  Men  were  born  and  always" 

y  * 


continue  free,  and  equal  in  refpecf 
of  their  rights.  Civil  diftindtions, 
therefore,  can  be  founded  only  on 
public  utility. 

II.  The  end  of  all  political  aflo- 
ciations  is  the  prefervation  of  the 
natural  and  Imprefcriptible  rights 
of  man  ;  and  thefe  rights  are  liberty, 
property,  fecurity,  and  refinance  of 
oppreffion. 

III.  The  nation  is  eilentially  the 
fource  of  all  fevereignty ;  nor  can 
any  individual,  or  any  body  of 
men,  be  entitled  to  any  authority 
which  is  not  exprefsly  derived  from 
it-. 

IV.  Political  liberty  confifts  in 
the  power  of  doing  whatever  does 
not  injure  another.  The  exereife 
of  the  natural  rights  of  every 
man,  has  no  other  limits  than 
thofe  which  are  neceffary  to  fe- 
cure  to  every  other  man  the  free 
exereife  of  the  fame  rights ;  and 
thefe  limits  are  determinable  only 
by  the  law. 

V.  The  law  ought  to  prohibit 
only  adtions  hurtful  to  fociety.  What 
is  not  prohibited  by  the  law  fhould’ 
not  be  hindered  ;  nor  fhould  any 
one  be  compelled  to  that  which  the 
law  does  not  require. 

VI.  The  law  is  an  expreflion  of 
the  will  of  the  community.  All  ci¬ 
tizens  have  a  right  to  concur,  either 
perfonally  or  by  their  reprefenta- 
t'ives,  in  its  formation.  It  fhoukF 
be  the  fame  to  all,  whether  it  pro- 
tedts  or  puni flies;  and  all  being 
equal  in  its  fight,  are  equally  eligi¬ 
ble  to  all  honours,  places,  and  em¬ 
ployments,  according  to  their  dif¬ 
ferent  abilities,  without  any  other 
diftindtion  than  that  created  by  their 
virtues  and  talents. 

VII.  No  man  fhould  be  accufed, 
arrefied,  or  held1  in  confinement,  ex-r 

cept 
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cept  in  cafes  determined  by  the  law, 
and  according  to  the  forms  which  it 
has  prefcribed.  All  who  promote, 
folicit,  execute,  or  caufe  to  be 
executed,  arbitrary  orders,  ought  to 
be  puni fired  :  and  every  citizen  call¬ 
ed  upon  or  apprehended  by  virtue  of 
the  law,  ought  immediately  to  obey, 
and  renders  himfelf  culpable  by  re¬ 
finance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  impale 
no  other  penalties  than  fuch  as 
are  absolutely  and  evidently  ne- 
ceffiiry ;  and  no  one  ought  to  be 
pun  idled  but  in  virtue  of  a  law  pro¬ 
mulgated  before  the  offence,  and 
legally  applied. 

IX.  Every  man  being  prefum¬ 
ed  innocent  till  he  has  been  con¬ 
victed,  whenever  his  detention  be¬ 
comes  indifpenfable,  all  rigour  to 
him,  more  than  is  neceffary  to  fe- 
cure  his  perfon,  ought  to  be  provid¬ 
ed  againft  by  the  law. 

X.  No  man  ought  to  be  molefted 
on  account  of  his  opinions,  not 
even  on  account  of  his  religious 
opinions,  provided  Tils  avowal  of 
them  does  not  difturb  the  public 
order  eftabliilied  by  the  law. 

XI.  The  unreftrained  communi¬ 
cation  of  thoughts  and  opinions, 
being  one  of  the  moft  precious 
rights  of  man,  every  citizen  may 
fpsak,  write,  and  publiili  freely, 
provided  he  is  refponfible  for  the 
abufe  of  this  liberty  in  cafes  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  law. 

XII.  A  public  force  being  ne- 
refiary  to  give  fecurity  to  the  rights 
of  men  and  of  citizens,  that  force 
is  inftituted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community,  and  not  for  the  par¬ 
ticular  benefit  of  the  perfons  to  whom 
it  is  entrufted. 

XIII.  A  common  contribution  be¬ 
ing  necefiary  for  the  fupport  of 
the  public  force,  and  for  defray- 
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i.ng  the  other  expences  of  govern¬ 
ment,  it  ought  to  be  divided  equal¬ 
ly  among  the  members  of  the 
community,  according;  to  their  abili- 
ties. 

XIV.  Every  citizen  has  a  right, 
either  by  himfelf  or  his  reprefenta- 
tive,  to  a  free  voice  in  determining 
the  neceiTity  of  public  contribu¬ 
tions,  the  appropriation  of  them, 
and  their  amount,  mode  of  afieff- 
ment,  and  duration. 

XV.  Every  community  has  a  right 
to  demand  ot  all  its  agents  an  account 
of  their  conduct. 

XVI.  Every  community  in  which 
a  feparation  of  powers  and  a  fe¬ 
curity  of  rights  is  not  provided  for, 
wants  a  conftitution. 

XVII.  The  right  to  property  toe¬ 
ing  inviolable  and  facred,  no  one 
ought  to  be  deprived  of  it,  except 
in  cafes  of  evident  public  neceflity 
legally  afeertained,  and  on  condition 
of  a  previous  juft  indemnity. 


Ex  trad  from  the  Declaration  cj  the 
Emperor  to  the  States  at  Bruxelles, 
March  8,  1789. 


TH  E  States  of  tills  province 
having  been  convoked  on 
the  2d  inft.  the  Minifter  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  notified  to  them  a  dif- 
patch,  figned  by  the  Emperor’s 
own  hand,  which  was  principally 
in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the  firft 
orders  of  the  State,  on  the  29th  of 
January  Jaft. 

'['his  declaration,  fay  the  ftates, 
ftnkes  the  final  blow  at  our  conftitu- 
tion,  in  denying  us  the  right  of  be¬ 
ing  tried  by  our  own  judges,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ancient  law  of  the  land, 
and  denying  the  right  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Brabant  to  participate  in  the 
legiflation  of  the  country. 

[C  c]  We 


334}  ANNUAL  REG 

We  Avail  give  a  pretty  full  ex- 
trait  of  this  important  paper  j— 
it  runs  thus  : 

“  Without  having  any  further 
controverfy  in  refped  to  railing 
the  fupplies,  I  order  you  to  pro¬ 
ceed  without  delay  to  the  granting 
of  them,  in  virtue  of  my  full  and 
fovereign  power.  , 

“  To  this  objed  I  have  empower¬ 
ed  my  Government  General  to  afford 
you  any  military  affi  fiance  in  en¬ 
forcing  the  fupplies,  fliould  it  be 
found  necelfary. 

“  I  promife  myfelf  that  you  will 
pay  implicit  refped,  as  you  ought 
to  do,  to  my  fovereign  commands, 
as  they  are  founded  on  a  tho¬ 
rough  knowledge  of  the  cafe,  nor 
buffer  yourfelves  to  be  led  away 
by  objed  s  foreign  to  your  duty ; 
and  further,  that  you  will  not  give 
countenance  to  tliofe  indiicreet  per- 
fons,  who  by  an  obflinate  refiftance 
and  a  criminal  condud,  have  incur¬ 
red  my  difgrace  ;  nor  embarrafs  the 
exercife  of  my  rights,  and  the  prero¬ 
gatives  of  the  crown. 

<£  I  have,  moreover,  ordered  my 
Government  General  to  carry  into 
full  force  the  laws  I  have  ordain¬ 
ed,  and  to  fpare  no  methods  to 
put  them  into  the  fpeedieft  exe¬ 
cution,  without  minding  (in  re¬ 
gard  to  any  of  my  fubjeds  who 
may  difpute  them)  the  common 
forms  of  law,  which  were  only 
made  for  ordinary  cafes.  At  the 
fame  time,  I  acquaint  you,  that 
I  have  broken  and  annulled  thofe 
claufes  and  conditions  by  which 
fome  of  the  Courts  have  excep¬ 
tions,  and  new  modified  my  or¬ 
ders. 

f(  Not  doubting  but  you  will 
think  with  me,  that  if  m y  dig¬ 
nity  and  my  rights  require,  that 
1  fliould  take  fome  effectual  mea- 
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fures  to  deflroy  for  ever  that  odi¬ 
ous  difgrace,  which,  for  the  honour 
of  the  nation,  I  would  wifih  to  forget 
the  remembrance  of,  it  is  even  for 
its  own  intereft,  as  well  as  mine, 
that  I  ihould  purify  the  conflltution, 
in  many  inflances  obfcure  and  inex- 
cufeable,  and  to  fix  it  upon  a  proper 
balls. 

“  I  cannot  give  you  a  ftronger 
proof  of  my  clemency,  nor  of  my 
real  affedion,  than  in  communicat¬ 
ing  my  intentions,  which,  after 
what  lias  happened,  I  was  fully 
authorifed  to  do  by  my  fovereign 
pov/er  alone. 

“  I  muft  likewife  acquaint  you, 
that  the  mitigation  of  the  rigorous 
parts  of  my  difpatch  of  the  7th 
January  laft,  only  holds  good  fa 
long  as  every  order  of  my  citi¬ 
zens  obferve  the  implicit  refped 
it  owes  me  •  and  that  if  there 
fliould  toll  be  found  refradory 
perfons,  who  fliould  be  guilty  of  the 
leafl  feditious  ftep  injurious  to  my 
authority,  I  have  given  implicit 
orders  to  qiy  Government  Gene¬ 
ral  to  ad  againft  thofe  culprits 
without  obferving  the  ufual  forms 
of  law,  which  in  all  fucli  cafes 
are  to  be  made  fubfervient  to  the 
neceffity  of  the  cafe. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH. 

And  under  it,  Dr.  LEDEROR. 
Vienna ,  Feb.  1789.” 


Speech  of  the  King  of  Sweden  to  the. 
Afjembly  of  the  States }  b?  March 
1789. 

WHEN  I  ratified  with  you, 
near  17  years  ago,  in  this 
very  chamber,  the  conftitutional 
laws  which  laid  the  foundation  for 
your  liberties  and  my  rights,  and 
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w;uck  reftored  tranquillity  to  the 
kingdom,  the  country  was  con- 
vulfed  nearly  by  like  circumftances 
as  thofe  which  have  ariien  on  this 
occafion,  with  a  more  rapid  pro- 
grefs. 

The  fame  enemies  without  laid 
for  us  then  in  fecret  the  artful 
fnares  which  they  now  do  openly  f 
the  fame  views  within,  which  then 
undermined  and  afflicted  the  body 
of  the  Hate,  feem  now  to  have 
rallied  and  acquired  frelli  vigour. 

What  is  it  then  that  can  oc- 
cafion  fuch  violent  fhocks  as  thofe 
we  now  feel,  after  tranquillity  had 
been  reftored,  and  all  the  ancient 
diffenfions  appeared  to  be  ftifled  ? 
They  can  only  have  the  fame 
fource,  namely,  the  different  con- 
fufed  opinions  of  intereft,  whence 
arife  dillruft  and  jealoufy,  and  the 
falfe  explanations  of  fundry  privi¬ 
leges  relating  to  each  order  :  upon 
which,  however,  we  ftiould  be  all 
of  one  mind,  for  the  equal  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  public  good : 
lince  a  people  enjoying  the  fame 
liberty,  born  in  the  fame  country, 
cultivating  the  fame  foil  •  a  people 
obeying  the  fame  laws,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  fame  King,  and  worfliip- 
ping  the  fame  God,  ought  not  to 
be  divided  in  opinion  on  the  fub- 
je£t  of  privileges  to  which  all 
the  citizens  in  common  feem  to, 
have  an  equal  right.  But  parti¬ 
cular  orders,  who  are  diftingui /li¬ 
ed  from  one  another,  both  by 
ancient  ordinances  and  a  long  feries 
of  events,  and  by  the  nature  of 
the  ftatutes  of  the  kingdom,  and 
fhining  merit,  ought  nev.erthelefs 
to  poifefs  neceffariiy  certain  pri¬ 
vileges  peculiar  to  each  order,  and 
to  which  they  have  an  unalienable 
right.  ' 
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But  if  thefe  prerogatives  ,  are 
not  founded  on  a  lawful  bafts, 
if  they  are  not  fuitably  deter¬ 
mined,  they  will  infallibly  create 
inteftine  diviftons,  which,  though 
they  do  not  always  expofe  the 
public  weal  to  imminent  danger, 
yet  they  interrupt  tranquillity,  fo 
effential,  and  commonly  divert  the 
attention  from  the  true  aim. 

If  ever  a  kingdom  has  experienced 
the  efttCts  cf  it,  it  is  without  contra¬ 
diction  our  dear  country,  which  arif- 
tocratical  ambition  has  convulfed  and 
abandoned  to  ufurpation,  and  de- 
mocratical  defpotifm  has  divided. 

It  is  time  to  annihilate  thefe 
diforders,  which  I  thought  I  had 
extirpated  at  the  beginning  of  my 
reign,  and  which  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  remove  to  give  vigour 
to  our  conftitution.  It  is  juft  to 
confirm  the  privileges  that  the  two 
firft  orders  of  the  kingdom  enjoy  - 
but  as  they  are  not  clearly  defined  in 
the  conftitution,  there  may  refult 
frelli  difputes  from  it. 

It  is  equitable  to  eftablifti  pri¬ 
vileges  for  the  order  of  Plebeians, 
fmee  nature  feems  to  have  given 
the  members  of  that  order  a  right 
to  hope  for  them  as  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  in  the  fame  country.  And 
at  what  sera  can  you  deferve  it 
better,  and  have  a  clearer  right  to 
fee  fixed,  determined,  and  afeer- 
tained  on  a  folid  bafts,  your  own 
privileges,  and  thofe  of  vour  pos¬ 
terity,  than  the  prefent '  epocha  ? 
—At  this  tera,  when  you  have  de¬ 
voted  yourfelves  of  your  own  ac¬ 
cord  t  *  the  fervice  and  defence 
of  my  perfon  and  the  ftate,  and 
have  manifefted  the  fame  virtues 
as  thofe  by  which  your  fellow 
eftates  before  you  obtained  their 
privileges  ? 

[  C  c  ]  2 
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It  is  juft,  therefore,  that  you 
iliould  alio  have  a  fihare.  It  is 
alfo  time  for  us  to  remove  re¬ 
ciprocally  from  among  ourfelves 
every  fnbjeft  for  difpute,  to  unite 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  avoid 
all  ambiguity,  and  to  preferve  our 
common  fafety  on  an  immoveable 
foundation. 

If  the  conftitution  is  preferv- 
ed  according  to  its  maxims  and 
its  end,  and  confirmed  in  fo  evi¬ 
dent  a  manner,  that  no  doubt 
can  in  future  be  formed  refpedt- 
lng  it  •  this  is  the  fafeft  means  of 
preferring  the  union.  Thefe  max¬ 
ims  are  falutary  •  they  confift  of 
thefe  points  :  when  the  ordinance 
of  government  receives  fecurity 
from  him  who  governs  ;  when  the 
fubjett  under  the  law  enjovs  the 
right  of  impofing  taxes  freely  on 
himfelf,  with  entire  fecurity  in  the 
pofteffion  of  property  to  be  culti¬ 
vated  and  defended  ;  equality  of 
right  among  equal  citizens.  Behold 
the  nature  of  the  aft  of  Union 
find  fafety,  which  you  will  no^v 
hear  read  to  you. 

Citizens,  "Swedes !  Let  us  then 
bind  ourfelves  for  ever  in  this 
Union,  which  can  only  give  confi¬ 
dence,  privileges,  liberty,  and  fafety  ! 
and  as  the  enemy  think  we  are 
divided  to  fuch  a  degree  that  they 
hope  to  opprefs  us,  let  us  drew 
them,  that  united  even  in  danger  we 
are  the  fame  valiant  nation  we  were 
formerly , 

May  the  Almighty  Jlied  his 
grace  on  our  refolutions,  and  infpire 
hs  with  a  fpirit  of  union  and  confi¬ 
dence  ! 


declaration  made  by  Mr.  Elliot  to 
the  Count  Bernftorf,  April  23, 

U89- 


I  Willingly  acquiefce  to  the  de~ 
fire  your  Excellency  has  ex~ 
preffed  of  receiving  in  writing  the 
fummary  of  thofe  reprefentations 
I  had  the  honour  to  make  to  you 
by  word  of  mouth,  by  the  orders  of 
my  Court. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleafed 
to  remember,  that  at  the  inftant 
that  the  King  of  Denmark  yield¬ 
ed  up  a  great  part  of  his  land 
and  fea  forces  as  auxiliaries  to 
Ruffia,  his  Danifli  Majefty  appli¬ 
ed  for  the  intervention  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  to  re-eftablifh  tran¬ 
quillity  between  Sweden  and  Ruffia. 

Is  is  alfo  with  the  livelieft  for- 
row  that  I  muft  recall  to  your 
Excellency’s  memory,  that  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruffia  thought  proper  to 
avoid  the  mediation  of  the  King  and 
his  allies  ;  and  that  this  refufal  was 
the  only  caufe  of  the  continuation 
of  hoftilites,  fince  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Sweden  had  accepted,  in 
the  freeft  and  raoft  amicable  man¬ 
ner,  that  offer  from  the  three  Courts, 
which  were  animated  with  the  only 
defire  of  flopping  the  fhedding  of 
blood,  and  maintaining  the  Northern 
balance. 

Your  Excellency  has  afterwards 
been  witnefs,  that  the  King  and 
his  allies  have  afted  with  energy, 
to  give  the  moft  undoubted  proofs 
that  they  thought  the  prefervation 
of  Sweden  was  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  that  thefe  Courts 
mutually  endeavoured  to  obtain  a 
ceftation  of  hoftilities  from  the 
land  and  fea  forces  of  his  Swedifh 
Majefty,  which  had  afled  in  the  mi¬ 
litary  operations  of  the  laft  campaign, 
and  their  endeavours  had  the  moft 
lalutary  effects. 

The  King  my  mafter  ftill  fee? 
with  forrow,  that  fince  that  epoch 
the  offers  of  mediation  and  fervices 
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from  the  King  and  his  allies  have 
not  produced  the  defired  effect ;  nor 
could  they  incline  the  Emprels  to 
agree  to  a  mediation  for  reftoring 
peace  to  the  Eaft  or  to  the  North  of 
Europe. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  when 
Ruffia  refufes  to  accept  every  me¬ 
diation,  and  that  the  continuation  of 
hoftilities  proceeds  from  this  refu- 
fal  only,  his  Britannic  Majefty  and 
his  allies  think  they  fhould  ftrong- 
ly  reprefent  to  the  Court  of  Den¬ 
mark,  that  this  Court  appears  to 
them  entirely  freed  from  every  fti- 
pulation  of  a  treaty  merely  defen- 
live  ;  and  even  to  add,  that  in  the 
prefent  cafe  the  joining  of  the  Da- 
nidi  forces  either  by  land  or  fea  to 
thofe  of  Ruffia  would  even  caufe 
Denmark  to  be  confidered  as  one 
of  the  powers  at  war,  and  could 
but  juftify  the  King  of  Sweden  in 
alking  for  a  fpeedy  and  efficacious 
affiftance  from  his  Britannic  Majefty 
and  his  allies,  from  whom  his  Swe¬ 
dish  Majefty  has  accepted  a  pure 
and  unlimited  mediation. 

From  the  principles  of  fincerity 
which  I  have  ever  obferved  towards 
a  Court  in  alliance  and  a  friend  to 
Great  Britain,  I  muft  affure  you, 
Sir,  that  neither  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  nor  his  allies,  can  give  up  the 
fyftem  they  have  adopted  with  the 
delign  only  of  maintaining  the  equal 
balance  of  the  North — a  balance  no 
lefs  interefting  to  Denmark  than  to 
all  maritime  and  trading  nations. 

I  doubt  not  that  your  Excellency 
perceives  how  little  the  moft  favour¬ 
able  interpretation  of  your  treaty 
could  aftlft  the  Emprefs,  if  it  oc- 
cafioned  by  land  and  by  fea  a  vigo¬ 
rous  co-operation  of  the  three  pow¬ 
ers  in  defence  of  Sweden :  nor  that 
the  Council  of  Copenhagen  is  too 


wife  and  too  moderate  to  expofe 
either  Ruffia  or  Denmark  to  an  in- 
creafe  of  hoftilities  from  Courts 
which  in  other  refpedts  wifh  but 
for  peace,  and  who  defire  to  eftab- 
lifh  it  on  the  moft  folid  foundation, 
and  on  conditions  the  moft  advanta¬ 
geous  to  every  party  concerned. 

Therefore,  Sir,  I  muft  exprefsly 
intreat  you,  from  the  King  and  his 
allies,  to  induce  the  Court  of  Den¬ 
mark  not  to  grant  any  part  of  their 
forces,  either  by  land  or  fea,  to  adt 
oftenfively  againft  Sweden  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  a  defenftve  treaty  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  to  fupport  a  perfedt 
neutrality  in  every  province,  and  on 
all  the  feas  belonging  to  the  King  of 
Denmark. 

Depend  oil  it,  Sir,  that  as  foon 
as  Denmark  will  have  taken  a  re- 
folution  fo  conformable  to  the  willies 
of  its  true  friends,  the  concurrence 
of  the  King  of  Denmark  towards 
the  re-eftabliftiment  of  a  general 
peace  would  be  infinitely  agreeable 
to  the  King  my  mafter  •  and  I  dare 
add,  that  your  Excellency  has  too 
long  been  acquainted  with  the  true 
interefts  of  Ruffia,  and  with  the  fen- 
timents  of  England,  not  to  be  fen- 
fible  that  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  can¬ 
not  better  confide  to  effedt  a  peace 
than  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
his  allies.  My  inftrudtions  are,  to 
aPK  of  your  Excellency  a  clear  and 
decifive  anfwer  on  the  intentions  of 
his  Danilli  Majefty  with  regard  to 
a  jundtion  of  part  of  his  forces, 
either  by  land  or  fea,  to  the  forces 
of  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  Ruffia, 
and  to  propofe  the  neutrality  of  the 
Danilli  States,  and  of  the  Danilli 
feas,  under  the  moft  efficacious  pro- 
mifes  of  fecurity  from  the  King  of 
England  and  his  allies. 
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The  dtTire  of  avoiding  every  kind 
of  ulelefs  aniinofities  has  caufed  me 
to  addrefs  myfelf  to  your  Excellency 
by  a  private  letter,  rather  than  de¬ 
liver  a  formal  declaration,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  which  might  have  been 
made  more  public  than  the  aCtual 
circumftances  of  affairs  require ; 
and  I  am  bold  enough  to  flatter  my¬ 
felf,  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
event  of  my  negociatioiis,  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  will  do  me  the  juffice  of 
acknowl edging  that  I  have  labour- 

1  £d  to  prevent  the  miferieS  of  war. 
May  our  united  endeavours  revive 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Sovereigns  the 
true  love  of  theif  fubjeCts,  too  un¬ 
happy  vidtims  of  that  chimerical 
love  of  glory  which  has  fo  frequent¬ 
ly  and  fo  unneceflarily  ftained  Eu¬ 
rope  with  blood.” 

1  •  '  . 


Articles  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance 
between  RuJ/ia,  Aujlria ,  France , 
and  Spain. 

ARTICLE  I.  That  in  cafe  any 
of  the  parties  are  attacked, 
by  fea  or  land,  the  other  three  Ural  I 
defend,  with  money,  forces,  or 
Hupping. 

II.  The  treaties  of  1748,  1753, 
1756,  the  Bourbon  Family  Com¬ 
pact  in  1761,  and  the  Convention 
between  Auftria  and  Ruflia  in  1787, 
Iliall  be  in  full  force. 

III.  Their  moll  Chriffian  and  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majeffies  oblige  themfelves  to 
obferve  the  ftriCteft  neutrality  in  the 
prefent  war  with  the  Turks.  But  in 
cafe  the  Emperor  iliall  be  attacked 
by  any  other  power,  the  French 
King  is  to  furnifh  him  30,000  men, 
m  an  equivalent  in  money,  on  de¬ 


mand.  And  in  cafe  the  French 
King  is  attacked,  the  Emperor  is  to 
furniili  the  like  fuccours. 

IV.  The  King  of  Spain  agrees, 
on  his  part,  to  the  aforefaid  third 
article,  which  the  Emperor  alfo 
does  toward  the  King  of  Spain. 

V .  If  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  fliould 
be  attacked  in  the  prefent  war  with 
the  Turks,  his  Moll;  Chriffian  M'a- 
jefty  engages  to  affift  her  with  eight 
Blips  of  the  line,  and  fix  frigates  ; 
and  his  Catholic  Majefty  is  to  fur- 
niili  the  like  fuccours  ;  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruffia  binding  herfelf  to  furniili 
either  or  both  powers  with  an  equal 
affiftance,  in  cafe  any  attack  is  made 
on  them. 

VI.  The  Treaty  of  Commerce 
between  France  and  Ruffia,  made 
in  1787,  iliall  be  in  full  force,  and 
a  ffmilar  treaty  be  ffgned  by  Ruffia 
and  Spain. 

VII.  The  Treaty  of  1761,  be¬ 
tween  France  and  Spain,  to  be  in 
full  force. 

VIII.  Though  this  Treaty  is  to  be 
purely  defeniive,  the  parties  agree, 
that  if  any  of  them  are  attacked, 
the  other  three  iliall  not  make  peace, 
until  the  province  which  is  invaded 
is  reftored  back  in  the  fame  ftate  it 
was  before  attacked. 

IX.  Whenever  any  of  the  parties 
iliall,  by  their  Ambaffadors,  de¬ 
mand  ftipulated  fuccours,  the  faid 
Ambaffadors  fh all  be  reciprocally 
admitted  into  the  Councils  of  war, 
and  deliberate  upon,  and  fettle  what¬ 
ever  may  be  moil  advantageous  to 
the  four  contracting  parties,  and  the 
auxiliary  fuccours  are  to  be  augment¬ 
ed  as  events  may  require. 

X.  The  high  contracting  parties 
iliall  have  liberty  to  invite  fuch 
other  powers  to  accede  to  the  pre¬ 
fent 
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ient  treaty,  as  they  may  think  pro¬ 
per.. 

XI.  Denmark,  as  an  ally  of  Ruf- 
fia,  fhall  be  fpecially  invited  to  ac¬ 
cede  thereto. 


Treaty  of  Defen  five  Alliance  betvceeh 
his  Majefy  the  King  oj  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  Jiis  Majejiy  the  King  of 
Rrujpa. 

THEIR  Majefties  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  King 
of  Pruilla,  being  animated  with  ^ 
fineere  and  equal  defire  to  improve 
and  confolidate  the  ftriCt  union  and 
friendfihip,  which  having  been  tranf- 
imtted  to  them  by  their  anceftors, 
fo  happily  lubfift  between  them, 
and  to  concert  the  moil  proper  mea¬ 
sures  for  fecuring  their  mutual  in-* 
terefts,  and  the  general  tranquillity 
of  Europe,  have  refolved  to  renew 
and  ftrengthen  thofe  ties  by  a  treaty 
of  Defenfive  Alliance;  and  they  have 
authorifed  for  this  purpofe,  (to  wit) 
his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  the  Sieur  Jofeph  Ewart,  his 
Envoy  Extraordinary  at  the  Court  of 
Berlin ;  and  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Prulfia,  the  Sieur  Ewald  Frede¬ 
ric  Comte  de  Hertzberg,  his  minif- 
ter  of  ftate,  and  of  the  cabinet, 
Knight  of  the  order  of  the  Black 
Eagle  ;  who,  after  reciprocally  com¬ 
municating  their  full  powers  to  each 
other;  have  agreed  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  : 

Article  I.N  There  Ihall  be  a  per¬ 
petual,  firm,  and  unalterable  friend¬ 
ship,  defenfive  alliance,  and  ftriCt 
and  inviolable  union,  together  with 
an  intimate  and  perfect  harmony 
end  correfpondence  between  the 
Did  moft  Serene  King's  of  Great 
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Britain  and  Prufiia,  their  heirs  and 
fuccefibrs,  and  their  refpeCtive  king¬ 
doms,  dominions,  provinces,  coun¬ 
tries,  and  fubjeCts,  which  fhall  be 
carefully  maintained  and  cultivated 
fo  that  the  contracting  powers  ihall 
conftantly  employ,  as  wrell  their 
utmoft  attention,  as  alfo  thofe  means 
which  Providence  has  put  in  their 
power,  for  preferring  at  the  fame 
time  the  public  tranquillity  and 
fecurity,  for  maintaining  their  com¬ 
mon  interefts,  and  for  their  mutual 
defence  and  guaranty  againft  every 
hoftile  attack  ;  the  whole  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  treaties  already  fub~ 
fifting  between  the  high  contracting 
parties,  which  fhall  remain  in  full 
force  and  vigour,  and  fhall  be  deem¬ 
ed  to  be  renewed  by  the  prefent 
treaty,  as  far  as  the  fame  ihall  not 
be  derogated  from,  with  their  own 
confent,  by  pofterior  treaties,  or  by 
the  prefent  treaty. 

Article  II.  In  confequence  of  the 
engagement  contracted  by  the  pre¬ 
ceding  article,  the  two  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties  Ihall  always  aCt  in 
concert  for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
and  tranquillity  ;  and  in  cafe  either 
of  them  ihould  be  threatened  with  u 
hoftile  attack  by  any  power  whatever, 
the  other  fhall  employ  his  moft  effi¬ 
cacious  good  offices  for  preventing 
hoftilities,  for  procuring  fatisfaCtion 
to  the  injured  party,  and  for  effecting 
an  accommodation  in  a  conciliatory 
manner. 

Article  III.  But  if  thofe  good  of¬ 
fices  Ihould  not  have  the  defired  ef- 
feCt,  in  the  fpace  of  two  months, 
and  either  of  -  the  two  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties  ihould  be  hoftilely 
attacked,  molefted,  or  difturbed  in 
any  of  his  dominions,  rights,  pof- 
ftffions  or  interefts,  or  in  any  man¬ 
ner  whatever,  by  lea  or  land, 
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by  any  European  power,  the  other 
contracting  party  engages  to  fuc- 
cour  his  ally  without  delay,  in 
order  to  maintain  each  other  reci¬ 
procally  in  the  poifeflion  of  all 
the  dominions,  territories,  towns, 
and  places,  which  belonged  to  them 
before  the  commencement  of  fuch 
hoftilities  :  For  which  end,  if  his 
Bruflian  Ma jetty  ihculd  happen  to 
be  attacked,  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  ihall  furniih  his 
Majefty  the  King  of  Pruffia  a  fuc- 
cour  of  ftxteen  thoufand  infantry, 
and  four  thoufand  cavalry  ;  and  if 
his  Britannic  Majefty  Ihould  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  attacked,  his  Majefty 
the  King  of  Pruffia  ihall  likewife 
furniih  to  him  a  luccour  of  fix- 
teen  thoufand  infantry,  and  four 
thoufand  cavalry  ;  which  refpeCtive 
fuccours  ihall  be  furniihed  in  the 
fpace  of  tw7o  months  alter  requifi- 
tion  made  by  the  party  attacked, 
and  ihall  remain  at  his  drfpofal 
during  the  whole  continuation  of 
the  war  in  which  he  ihall  be  en¬ 
gaged.  Thefe  fuccours  ihall  be 
paid  and  maintained  by  the  re¬ 
quired  power,  wherever  his  ally 
ihall  employ  them  ;  but-  the  re¬ 
quiring  party  ihall  fupply  them, 
in  his  dominions,  with  inch  bread 
and  forage  as  may  be  neceifary, 
upon  the  footing  to  which  his  own 
troops  are  accuftomed. 

It  is  neverthelefs  agreed  between 
the  high  contracting  parties,  that  if 
his  Britannic  Majefty  ihould  be  in 
die  cafe  of  receiving  the  iuccour  in 
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troops  from  his  Pruffian  Majefty, 
his  Britannic  Majefty  ihall  not  em¬ 
ploy  them  out  of  Europe,  nor  riven 
in  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar. 

If  the  injured  and  requiring 
party  ihould  prefer  fuccours  in  mo¬ 
ney  to  land  forces,  he  ihall  have 
his  choice ;  and  in  cafe  of  the 


two  high  contracting  parties  fu f-’ 
niihing  to  each  other  the  ftipulat- 
ed  fuccours  in  money,  fuch  fuccours 
ihall  be  computed  at  one  hundred 
thoufand  florins,  Dutch  currency, 
per  annum,  for  one  thoufand  in¬ 
fantry,  and  at  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  florins,  of  the  like 
value,  for  one  thoufand  cavalry, 
per  annum,  or  in  the  lame  propor¬ 
tion  by  the  month. 

Article  IV.  In  cafe  the  ftipulat- 
ed  fuccours  iliould  not  be  fu  flic  lent 
for'  the  defence  of  the  requiring 
power,  the  required  power  ihaii 
augment  them,  according  to  the 
exigence  of  the  cafe,  and  ihall 
aftiit  the  former  with  his  whole 
force,  if  circumftances  ihall  render 
it  neceifary. 

Article  V.  The  high  contracting 
parties  hereby  renew,  in  the  molt 
expreis  terms,  the  proviftonal  treaty 
of  defenilve  alliance  which  they 
concluded  at  Loo,  on  the  13th  ot 
June  in  the  prefent  year,  and  they 
again  engage  and  promife  to  aCt, 
at  all  times,  in  concert,  and  with 
mutual  confidence,  for  maintaining 
the  fecurity,  independance,  and 
government  <5f  the  Republic  ot  the 
United  Provinces,  conformably  to 
the  engagements  which  they  have 
lately  contracted  with  the  laid  re¬ 
public  ;  that  is  to  fay,  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  by  a  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  at  the  Hague,  on  the  15th 
of  April,  1788,  and  his  Pruffian 
Mejefty,  by  a  treaty  ftgned  the 
fame  day  at  Berlin,  which  the  faid 
high  contracting  parties  have  com¬ 
municated  to  each  other. 

And  if  it  iliall  happen  that  by 
virtue  of  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid 
treaties,  the  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties  iliould  be  obliged  to  augment 
the  fuccours  to  be  given  to  the 
States  General,  above  the  numbers 
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fpecified  in  the  faid  treaties,  or  to 
allift  them  with  their  whole  force, 
the  faid  high  contracting  parties 
ivill  concert  together  upon  all  that 
may  be  neceflary  relative  to  fuch 
augmentation  of  fuccours  to  be 
agreed  on,  and  to  the  employment 
of  their  refpeCtive  forces  for  the  fe- 
curity  and  defence  of  the  faid  repub* 
lie. 

In  cafe  either  of  the  faid  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties  ihould,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  be  attacked,  molefted, 
or  difturbed,  in  any  of  his  domini¬ 
ons,  rights,  pofkftions,  or  interefts, 
in  any  manner  whatever,  by  fea  or 
by  land,  by  any  other  power,  in 
confequence  and  in  hatred  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  or  ftipulations  contained  in  the 
faid  treaties,  or  of  the  meafures  to 
be  taken  by  the  faid  contracting  par¬ 
ties  refpeCtively,  in  virtue  of  thofe 
treaties,  the  other  contracting  party 
engages  to  fuccour  and  afiift  him 
againft  fuch  attack,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  and  by  the  fame  fuccours  as  are 
ftipulated  in  the  third  and  fourth  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  the 
faid  contracting  parties  promife,  in 
all  limilar  cafes,  to  maintain  and 
guaranty  each  other  in  the  polfdlion 
of  all  the  dominions,  towns,  and 
places,  which  belonged  to  them  re¬ 
fpeCtively,  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  fuch  hollilities. 

Article  VI.  The  prefent  treaty 
of  defenfive  alliance  ihall  be  ratifi¬ 
ed  by  each  party,  and  the  ratificati¬ 
on  fliall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of 
fix  weeks,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  under¬ 
written,  being  authorifed  by  the  full 
powers  of  their  Majefties  the  Kings 
of  Great  Britain  and  Pruflia,  l  ave 
in  their  names  figned  the  prefent 
treaty,  and  have  thereto  fet  the  fea  Is 
of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Berlin^  the  thirteenth  of 


Auguft,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight. 

(L.  S.)  Joseph  Ewart. 

(L.  S.)  Ewald  Frederic 
Comte  de  Hektzberg. 


Note  delivered  by  the  P ruffian  Ambaf- 
fador  to  the  Diet  at  Warfaw,  and 
read  at  their  20 th  meeting. 

H  E  underfigned  Envoy  Ex¬ 
traordinary  of  his  Piuffian 
Majefty  having  fent  the  King,  his 
mailer,  the  anfwer,  which  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  con¬ 
federated  States  of  the  Diet  commu¬ 
nicated  on  the  20th  of  October,  to 
the  declaration  of  the  12th  of  the 
lame  month,  he  has  given  him  ex- 
prels  orders  to  teflify  to  the  Illuftri- 
ous  States  of  the  Diet  of  Poland,  the 
llrongeft  fatisfaCtion  which  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  feels  in  obferving,  by  this  an- 
lwer,  that  they  fecond  his  favourable 
fentiments  for  maintaining  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  Republic,  and  which 
aiio  allures  him,  that  the  projeCt  of 
an  alliance  between  Ruflia  and  Poland 
(which  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Po¬ 
land,  and  his  Minifter  at  the  Court, 
had  made  a  propofition  of)  had  not 
been  in  any  manner  an  a  Cl  of  the  pre¬ 
fers  Confederate  Diet,  who  were  fole- 
ly  occupied  in  the  augmentation  of 
the  army  and  revenues  of  the  State. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  King 
finds  in  this  anfwer  an  agreeable  and 
convincing  proof  of  the  wifdom 
which  direCls  all  the  refolutions  of 
the  prefent  Diet,  he  learns  with  an 
equal  fatisfaCtion,  that  the  liluftri- 
ous  States,  faithful  to  their  conftitu- 
tion,  have  in  their  ftfiion  of  the  3d 
of  November,  by  a  public  fanCtion, 
and  invefted  with  all  conftitutional 
formalities,  regulated  the  command 
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of  their  military  force, 
manner^  as  to  affi.tre  to  the  Republic 
its  independence,  and  remove  from 
it  the  pofflbility  of  abufe  of  power, 
of  defpotifm,  and  of  all  foreign  in¬ 
fluence,  which  every  other  regula¬ 
tion  made  it  fufceptible  of. 

His  Majefty  thought  himfelf  fecure 
in  the  known  prudence  and  firmnefs 
of  the  States  of  the  Diet,  who  would 
never  permit  any  thing  to  prevent  a 
regulation  which  does  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour  to  their  wife  forefight  ;  by  the 
confideration  of  a  particular  guaran¬ 
tee  to  the  former  confutation,  as  if 
the  Republic  mould  not  have  power 
to  amend  the  form  of  its  government 
in  the  new  flraation  of  circumftances 
in  which  it  abfolutely  is  at  prefent  ; 
a  guarantee,  which  is  not  conform¬ 
able  to  the  treaty  of  1773,  on  which 
only  the  guarantees  are  founded,  and 
which  was  figned  in  the  Diet  of  1775 
by  one  power  only,  who  contradict¬ 
ed  it  foon  after. 

The  King  continues  firmly  refolv- 
ed  to  fulfil  his  promiles  towards  the 
Illuftrious  Republic,  of  an  alliance 
and  general  guarantee,  efpecially  to 
fecure  its  independence  without  ever 
intermeddling  in  its  interior  affairs, 
or  wi firing  to  trouble  the  freedom  of 
its  deliberations  and  refolutions, 
which  on  the  contrary  he  will  iup- 
port  writh  all  his  efforts. 

His  Majefty  is  flattered,  that  the 
Uluftrious  States  of  the  prefent  Diet 
are  convinced  of  due  upriglitnefs  and 
purity  of  thefe  affurmrces,  and  of  his 
friendly  fcntiments  for  the  Republic, 
without  buffering  any  finifter  infinua- 
tions  to  prevail  upon  them,  by  thofe 
who  only  feek  to  propagate  a  fpirit 
of  party  under  the  cloke  of  patriotifm 
and  who,  in  reality,  have  no  other 
defign  than  to  take  off  the  Republic 
from  the  Court  of  Pruftla,  its  moil 


ancient  allv 


n  p 


KT>t 

r5“  1  b> 


by 

j 


his  declaration  of 


the  1 2th  of  October,  and  by  the 
prefent,  which  has  been  tranfmitted 
to  the  Ruffian  Minifter  at  Berlin, 
coiild  not  think  of  expreffmg  in  an 
equivocal  manner  his  fcntiments  for 
the  fafety  and  Welfare  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  which  no  confideration  whatever 
lliali  divert  him  from. 

His  Majefty  hopes  alfo  that  the 
Confederated  States  of  the  Republic 
will  give  to  this  new  declaration  all' 
the  attention  and  confideration  which? 
it  merits,  from  the  pureft  and  moft 
fincere  fentiments  cf  friend fh ip  and 
good  neighbourhood,  and  the  un¬ 
equivocal  wifhes  he  entertains  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  Republic. 

Louis  de  Buckholtz, 
IVarfanjj,  Nov.  19,  17 88. 

The  States  have  replied  to  Ids  lajft 
declaration  : 

They  declare,  “  That  if  their 
paft  refolutions  in  deciding  for  a  fe- 
parate  commiffion  of  the  war  depart¬ 
ment  have  met  with  the  good  willies 
of  the  King  of  Fruffia,  they  hope 
their  fubfequent  deliberations  on  the 
fame  fubjedt  will  eftfure  them  in  fu¬ 
ture.  It  is  by  fuch  a  conduct,  that 
the  Republic  willies  to  affure  the 
King,  how  much  they  efteem  his  wif- 
dom  and  approbation,  as  well  as  ef- 
tablifh.  the  lafety  of  the  Republic, 
which,  his  Majefty  fo  kindly  fays,  is 
fuperior  to  other  important  confide- 
rations. 

“  The  King  of  Prufiia  having  de* 
dared  himfelf  ready  to  fulfil  his  en¬ 
gagements  of  alliance  and  guarantee 
with  the  States,  the  nation  accepts  it 
with  a  reciprocal  defire  and  grati¬ 
tude.  His  Majefty,  in  offering  fuch 
generous  and  friendly  terms,  efta- 
blifhes  for  ever  that  high  opinion 
which  the  Polilli  nation  entertains  of 
his  magnanimity  and  character. 

Stanislaus  Malachowski. 

Prance  Sapicha. 

JVarfavj,  Dec.  8,  1788.’' 
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A  Billy  intituled,  An  A  A  to  provide 
for  the  Care  of  his  Majejlys  Royal 
P erf  on,  and  for  the  Adminijlratwt 
of  the  Royal  Authority,  during  the 
Continuance  of  his  Majefys  111 - 
nefs. 

H  E  R  E  A  S,  by  reafon  of 
the  fevere  iridifpofkion  with 
which  it  hath  pieafed  God  to  aftlibl 
the  King’s  mod  Excellent  Majefty, 
the  perfonal  exercife  of  the  Royal 
Authority  by  his  Majefty  is  for  the 
prefent  fo  far  interrupted  that  it  be¬ 
comes  neceffary  to  make  provision  for 
'ahifbing  his  Majefty  in  the  adminif- 
tration  and  exercife  of  the  royal  au¬ 
thority  during  the  continuance  of  his 
Majefty  \s  indilpolltion,  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner,  and  to  fuch  extent,  as  the  pre¬ 
fent  circumftances,  and  the  urgent 
concerns  of  the  nation,  require  ;  be 
it  therefore  enabled  by  the  King’s 
moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com¬ 
mons,  in  this  prefent  parliament  af- 
fembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
fame,  that  his  R.oyal  High  nefs 
George  Auguftus  Frederick,  Prince 
of  Wales,  fhall  have  full  power  and 
authority  in  the  name  and  on  the  be¬ 
half  of  his  Majefty,  and  under  the 
fl^de  and  title  of  Regent  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  to  exercife  and  adminifter,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  and  conftitution 
of  Great  Britain,  the  royal  power 
and  authority  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  belonging,  and  to  ufe,  exe¬ 
cute,  and  perform  all  authorities, 
prerogatives,  abbs  of  government, 
and  administration  of  the  fame,  which 
lawfully  belong  to  the  King  of  this 
realm  to  ufe,  execute  and  perform, 
fubjebl  to  fuch  limitations,  excepti¬ 
on;,  regulations,  and  reftriblions,  as 
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are  hereinafter  fpecihed  and  con¬ 
tained. 

And  be  it  alfo  enabled  by  the  au¬ 
thority  alcrefaid,  that  no  abts  of  re¬ 
gal  power,  prerogative,  government, 
or  adminiftration  '  of  government,  of 
what  kind  or  nature  foever,  which 
might  lawfully  be  done  or  executed 
by  the  King’s  moft  Excellent:  Majefty, 
perlonally  exerciftng  his  royal  au¬ 
thority,  iiiall,  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  Regency  by  this  abl  efta- 
bliftied,  be  valid  and  effeblual,  un- 
lefs  done  and  executed  in  the  name, 
and  on  the  behalf,  of  his  Msjeftv, 
by  the  authority  of  the  faid  Recent 
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according  to  the  provifions  of  this 
abl,  and  fubjebl  to  the  limitations, 
exceptions,  regulations,  and  reftric- 
tions,  herein  contained. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  bv» 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the 
faid  Regent,  before  he  fhal!  abl,  or 
enter  upon  his  faid  office  of  Regent, 
fhall  take  the  following  oath  of 
office  : 

fi  I  do  folemnly  promife  and 
u  fwear,  that  I  will  truly  and  faith- 
“  fully  execute  the  office  of  Regent 
“  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
“  according  to  an  abl  of  parliament 
“  pafled  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of 
“  the  reign  of  his  Majefty  King 
“  George  the  Third,  intituled,  an 
tc  abl  to  provide  for  the  care  of  his 
“  Majefty’s  royal  perfon,  and  for  the 
“  adminiftration  of  the  royal  autho- 
“  rity  during  the  continuance  of  his 
“  Majefty’s  lllnefs  ;  and  that  I  will 
“  adminifter,  according  to  law,  the 
“  power  and  authority  vefted  in  me 
“  by  virtue  of  the  faid  abl,  and  will, 
“  in  all  things,  to  the  utmoft  of  my 
“  power  ard  ability,  confult  and 
“  maintain  the  fafe ty,  honour,  and 
“  dignity  of  his  Majefty,  and  the 
“  welfare  of  his  people. 

“  So  help  me  God.” 

Which 
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Which  oath  iliall  be  taken  before 
his  Majcfty’s  moil  honourable  privy 
council,  who  are  hereby  required 
and  inipowered  to  adminifter  the 
fame,  and  to  enter  the  fame  in  the 
books  of  the  faid  privy  council. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  the  faid  Re¬ 
gent  ihall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
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be  a  perfon  having  and  executing  an 
office  and  place  of  truft  within  Eng¬ 
land,  and  iliall  take  and  fubferibe 
fucli  oaths,  and  make  and  fubferibe 
fuch  declaration,  and  do  all  inch 
abts  as  are  required  by  the  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  this  kingdom  to  qualify 
perfons  to  hold  offices  and  places  of 
truft,  and  to  continue  in  the  fame, 
in  fuch  manner  as  in  and  by  the  faid 
laws  and  fiatutes  are  required,  and 
under  fuch  pains,  penalties,  forfei¬ 
tures,  and  disabilities,  as  are  therein 
and  thereby  appointed  and  ordained. 

And  be  it  alfo  enabled  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforefaid,  that  it  iliall  be 
lawful  for  the  faid  Regent  to  take 
and  fubferibe  fuch  oaths,  and  make 
and  fubferibe  fuch  declaration,  in 
and  before  his  Majefty’s  moil  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council ;  and  that  the 
certificate  of  his  having  received  the 
facrament  ot  the  Lord’s  flipper  in 
any  of  the  .royal  chapels,  figned  by 
the  perfon  admiriiftering  the  fame, 
iliall  be  registered  in  the  books  of  the 
moil  honourable  privy  council  •  and 
that  fuch  raking  and  fubferibing  the 
faid  oaths,  and  making  and  fublcrib- 
ing  the  faid  declaration,  and  taking 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  flipper 
as  aforefaid,  iliall  be,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  as  effectual  as  if  the 
fame  had  been  refpeblively  taken, 
made,  and  fubferibed  in  the  manner 
now  required  by  lav/  for  the  quali¬ 
fication  of  perions  to  hold  offices  and 
places  of  truft,  and  ti>  continue  in 
the  fame. 
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And  be  it  enabled  by  the  authori¬ 
ty  aforefaid,  that  nothing  in  this  ab? 
contained  iliall  extend,  or  be  con- 
ftrued  to  extend,  toimpowerthe  faid 
Regent,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  be¬ 
half  of  his  Majefty,  to  give  the  royal 
ailent  to  ariy  bill  or  bills  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  repealing,  changing,  or  in 
any  refpebt  varying  the  order  and 
courfe  of  fucceffion  to  the  crown  oi  . 
this  realm,  as  the  fame  Hands  now 
eftabliihed  in  the  illuftrious  houfe  of 
Hanover,  by  an  abt,  paifed  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
William  the  Third,  intituled,  an  abt 
for  the  further  limitation  of  the 
crown,  and  better  fecuring  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  fubjebt  ;  or  to 
any  abl  for  repealing  or  altering  the 
abl,  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
intituled,  an  abl  for  the  uniformity 
of  public  prayers  and  administration 
of  facraments,  and  other  rites  and 
ceremonies,  and  for  eftablifhing  the 
form  of  making,  ordaining,  and  con- 
fecrating  biihops,  priefts,  and  dea¬ 
cons,  in  the  church  of  England  ^  or 
the  abl  of  the  fifth  year  of  t lie  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  made  in  Scotland, 
intituled,  an  abl  for  fecuring  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  and  preffiyterian 
church  government. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enabled 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  if  his 
faid  Royal  Highn’efs  George  Augufti^s 
Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  fhall 
not  continue  to  be  refident  in  Great: 
Britain,  or  iliall,  at  any  time,  marry 
a  papift,  then,  and  in  either  of  fucli 
cafes,  all  the  powers  and  authorities 
veiled  in  his  faid  Royal  Highnefs,  by* 
virtue  of  this  abl,  fhall  ceafeand  def¬ 
ter  mine. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enabl¬ 
ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
his  Royal  Highntis  iliall  not  have 
or  exercife  any  power  or  authority 
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to  grant,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
Behalf  of  his  Majefty,  any  rank 
title,  or  dignity,  of  the  peerage  of 
this  realm,  by  letters  patent,  writ 
of  fummons,  or  in  any  other  man¬ 
ner  whatever,  or  to  fummon  any 
perfon  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  any 
title  to  which  fuch  perfon  iliall  be 
the  heir  apparent,  or  to  appoint  any 
fuch  rank,  title,  or  dignity,  which 
now  is,  or  hereafter  iliall  be,  in  abey¬ 
ance,  to  any  of  the  coheirs  thereof. 

Provided  neverthelcfs,  a*d  be  it 
enabled,  that  it  ihall  be  lawful  for 
iris  faid  Royal  Highnefs  to  grant,  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
Majefty,  any  rank,  title,  or  dignity, 
of  the  peerage  of  this  realm,  to 
fuch  of  his  Majefty’s  royal  iffue  as 
iliall  have  attained  the  full  age  of 
twenty-one  years. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enabled 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the 
laid  Regent  ihall  not  have  power  or 
authority  to  grant,  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Majefty,  -any 
office  or  employment  whatever  in 
reverfion,  or  to  grant  for  any  longer 
term  than  during  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure,  any  office,  employment, 
falary,  or  penfion,  whatever  ;  lave 
only  that  it  iliall  be  lawful  for 
the  laid  Regent  to  grant,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  all  fuch  offices  and  employ¬ 
ments  in  poffi.fiion,  for  the  term  of 
the  natural  life,  or  during  the  good 
behaviour,  of  the  grantee  or  gran¬ 
tees  thereof  refpeblivelv,  as  by  law 
muft  be  fo  granted. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  the  faid 
Regent  iliall  not  have  power,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  to  make  any  gift,  grant, 
alienation,  leafe,  or  other  aifurance, 
to  any  perfon  or  perfoas,  body  poli¬ 
tic  or  corporate,  whatever,  under 


the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain, 
exchequer  feal,  feals  of  the  duchy 
or  county  palatine  of  Lancafter, 
or  any  of  them,  or  by  copy  of  court 
roll,' or  otherwife,  of  any  manors, 
mefluages,  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
tythes,  woods,  or  other  heredita¬ 
ments,  now  belonging  or  hereafter 
to  belong  to  his  Majefty,  or  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  in  truft  for  his 
Majefty,  in  pofteflion,  reverfion,  re¬ 
mainder,  ufe,  or  expebtancy,  whe¬ 
ther  the  fame  be,  or  iliall  be,  in 
right  of  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  or  as  part  or  tne  principality 
of  W ales,  or  of  the  duchy  or  county 
palatine  of  Lancafter,  or  otherwife 
howfoever,  whereby  any  eftate  or 
intereft  whatfoever,  in  law  or  equity, 
iliall  or  may  pafs  from  his  Majefty  ; 
but  thaj  every  fuch  gift,  grant,  alie¬ 
nation,  leafe,  or  other  aifurance,  iliall 
be  null  and  void,  without  any  in- 
quifition,  fcire  facias,  or  other  pro¬ 
ceeding,  to  determine  and  make 
void  the  fame,  unleis  fuch  grant, 
leafe,  or  aifurance,  iliall  be  made  of 
fuch  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita¬ 
ments,  and  none  other  as  have  been 
ufually  demifed  within  the  fpace  of 
ten  years  laft  paft,  or  #iall  be  made 
for  the  renewing  of  any  grant,  leafe, 
or  other  aifurance,  now  fubftfting 
of  the  lands,  tenements,  or  here¬ 
ditaments  aforefaid,  according  to 
the  feveral  provifions,  regulations, 
and  reftriblions  of  an  abl,  pafied 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  intituled,  An  abl  for 
the  better  fupport  of  her  Majefty’s 
boufehold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  :  provided  al¬ 
ways,  that  this  abl,  or  any  thing 
herein  contained,  iliall  not  extend 
tp  difable  the  faid  Regent  to  make 
any  grant  or  reftitution  of  any  eftate 
or  eftates  hereafter  to.  ba  forfeited 

for 
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for  any  treafon  or  felony  whatever  3 
or  to  difable  the  faid  Regent  to 
grant,  demife,  or  afligri  any  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  which 
dial  I  be  feized  or  taken  into  his 
M'ajefty’s  hands  upon  any  outlawry, 
at  the  fait  of  his  Majefty  or  his 
fubj.ebts,  in  fuch  manner  as  hath 
been  ufual  3  or  any  eftate  whatever, 
which  is  or  iliall  be  feized,  ex¬ 
tended,  or  taken  in  execution,  for 
any  debt  owing  or  to  be  due  to  the 
Crown,  as  the  faid  Regent,  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Majefty,  frail  think 
fit  3  or  to  make  any  ‘  grants  or  ad¬ 
mittances,  which  of  right  or  cuftom 
ought  to  be  made,  of  any  copyhold 
or  cuftomary  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments,  parcel  of  any  manor 
or  manors  of  his  Majefty. 

And  be  it  alfo  enatted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforefaid,  that  the  faid  Re¬ 
gent  iliall  not  have  power  to  grant 
or  alienate  any  part  of  the  perlonal 
eftate  to  his  Majefty  belonging, 
but  that  every  Inch  grant  or  alie¬ 
nation  ili all  be  void  and  of  none 
effect  Provided  always,  that  this 
aft,  or  any  thing  therein  contained, 
iliall  not  extend  to  difable  the  faid 
Regent  from  exercifmg,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majefty, 
all  and  every  the  rights,  privileges, 
powers,  and  prerogatives,  over  the 
fmall  branches  of  his  Majefty’s 
hereditary  revenue  herein  after 
mentioned  3  that  is  to  fay,  the  mo¬ 
nies  arifing  by  fines  for  writs  of 
covenant,  or  wiitsof  entry,  payable 
in  the  alienation  office  •  the  monies 
arifing  by  the  poft  fines  :  the  mo¬ 
nies  arifing  by  fherifPs  proffers, 
and  compolitions  in  the  exchequer, 
and  ftizures  of  prohibited  and  un- 
cuftomed  goods,  in  like  manner  as 
the  fame  are  referved  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  made  and 
palfed  in  the  firft  year  of  his  Ma¬ 


jefty’s  reign,  intituled,  An  a£t  for 
the  fupport  of  his  Majefty  s  houfe- 
hold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  3 
or  to  difable  the  faid  Regent  from 
remitting,  mitigating,  or  pardoning, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of’ 
his  Majefty,  any  penalty  or  forfei¬ 
ture  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  of 
any  bum  or  funis  of  money  become, 
or  which  iliall  become,  due  or  for¬ 
feited  to  his  Majefty,  which  by  law 
may  be  remitted,  mitigated,  or 
pardoned :  provided  alfo,  that  this 
a£l,  or  any  thing  therein  contained, 
iliall  not  difable  the  faid  Regent 
from  i.fTuing  and  applying  all  fuch 
monies  as  now  are,  or  iliall  be  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  civil  government  of 
the  realm,  by  virtue  of  any  a£t  or 
adts  of  Parliament  made  or  to  be 
made. 

Amd  be  it  enacted  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  aforefaid,  that  the  feveral  let¬ 
ters  patent,  letters  of  privy  feal, 
and  all  other  lawful  authorities,  of 
what  nature  or  kind  foever,  which 
have  been  granted  or  iffued  by  his 
Majefqv,  by  virtue  whereof  any  pay¬ 
ments  of  Sny  fupi  or  iums  of  money 
are  directed  to  be  made  out  of  the 
monies  applicable  to  the  ufe  of  his 
Majefty’s  civil  government,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Queen’s  moft  Excellent 
Majefty,  or  for  the  ufe  of  any  of  the 
branches  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal 
family,  iliall  continue  to  be,  and 
the  fame  are  hereby  enabled  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  of  full  force  and  effect 
refpebtively,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  Regency  bv  this  abl  eftabliili- 
ed  3  and  that  warrants  iliall  be  iffued 
by  the  lord  high  treafurer,  or 
lords  commiflioners  of  tha  trea- 
fury,  for  the  payment  of  the  feveral 
funis  therein  reipedtiyely  containted, 
which  warrants  the  faid  lord  high 
treafurer,  or  lords  commiflioners 


S  T  A  T  E 


PAPE  R  S. 


m  the  treafury,  are  hereby  reflec¬ 
tively  required  to  ilTue  at  the  ufual 
and  accuftoined  times,  and  in  the 
uiual  and  accuftoined  manner. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  the  lord 
high  treafurer,  or  the  lords  com- 
miliioners  of  the  treafury,  fhall 
from  time  to  time  direct  fo  much  of 
the  monies  of  the  civil  lift  re¬ 
venues  to  be  iftlied  at  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer,  as  fhall  be  fufficient 
to  pay  the  whole  of  the  expences 
incurred  in  each  quarter,  in  the 
feveral  departments  of  his  Majefty’s 
houfehold,  in  the  fame  order,  and  in 
like  manner  as  is  direfted  by  an  aft, 
made  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of 
his  Majefty’s  reign,  intituled,  An 
aft  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  debt  contracted  upon  his 
civil  lift  revenues,  and  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  fame  from  being  in  arrear 
for  the  future,  by  regulating  the 
mode  of  payments  out  of  the  faid  re¬ 
venues,  and  by  fupprefling  or  re¬ 
gulating  certain  offices  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  which  are  now  paid  out  of 
the  revenues  of  the  civil  lift  ;  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  whole  amount  of  fueh 
expences,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter, 
fhall  not  exceed,  by  more  than  three 
thoufand  pounds,  the  amount  of  the 
.expences  of  the  faid  departments 
at  the  end  of  the  correfponding  quar¬ 
ter  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  that 
the  whole  of  the  expence  of  any  cne 
year,  from  the  fifth  day  of  January 
to  the  fifth  day  of  January  in  the 
fucceeding  year,  fhall  not  exceed 
the  whole  expence  of  the  faid  de¬ 
partments  in  the  year  ending  on  the 
fifth  day  of  January  one  thoufand 
Even  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Provided  always,  und  be  it  enaft- 
ed  bv  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
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faid  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  Majefty,  to  make 
any  fuch  grant  or  grants  of,  or 
charge  or  charges  upon,  the  feveral 
and  refpeftive  duties  and  revenues 
which  are  payable  to  his  Majefty  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  as  his  Majefty  can  now 
lawfully  make  of  fuch  duties  and 
revenues ;  five  and  except,  that  it 
fhall  not  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Re- 
gent  to  make  any  grant  or  grants 
thereof,  or  charge  or  charges  there¬ 
upon,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  Majefty,  for  any  longer  time 
or  term  than  during  the  pleafure  of 
his  Majefty. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  the  lord 
high  treafurer,  or  lords  com- 
miiitoners  of  the  treafury,  fhall  di- 
reft,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
annually  to  direft,  on  or  before  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  April,  the 
funi  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds  to  be 
lflued  out  of  the  monies  of  the  civil 
lift  revenue,  to  the  keeper  of  his 
Majefty’s  privy  purfe  for  the  time 
being ;  and  that  the  faid  keeper  of 
his  Majefty’s  privy  purfe  fhall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  autlgorifed  and  di¬ 
rected,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  Regency  by  this  aft  eftablifhed, 
to  iftiie  and  apply  the  fum  of  twelve 
thoufand  pounds  in  the  year,  in  fuch 
yearly,  half-yearly,  or  quarterly 
payments,  to  fuch  perfons,  and  in 
fuch  planner,  as  he  has  iifued  and 
applied  the  fame  by  the  authority 
and  direction  of  his  Majefty ;  and 
that  he  fhall  pay,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorifbd  and  direfted  to  pay,  the 
fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  at  the 
expiration  of  each  and  every  quar¬ 
ter,  to  fuoli  perfon  as  her  mpft  Ex¬ 
cellent  Majefty  the  Queen  fhall,  by 
an  inftrument  figned  and  fealed  b# 
her  Majefty,  authprife  and  direCt 

to 
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to  receive  the  fame,  to  be  by  her  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  diredion  applied  in  fuch  gifts, 
charities,  and  allowances,  as  her 
Majefty  may  judge  the  fame  would 
have  been  applied  to  by  a  is  Ma- 
jefty,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
aforefaid  fum  iliall  be  inverted  by 
the  faid  keeper  of  his  Majefty’s 
privy  purfe  in  fome  of  the  public 
ihnds  or  government  fee  unties,  in 
the  name  of  the  keeper  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  privy  purfe  for  the  time 
oeing,  in  truft  for  his  Majefty';  and 
that  the  net  furplus  of  the  revenues 
of  the  duchy  and  county  palatine 
of  Lancafter  iliall  be  from  time  to 
time  paid,  under  the  order  of  the 
chancellor  and  council  of  the  faid 
duchy,  into  the  hands  of  the  kee¬ 
per  of  his  Majefty  Is  privy  purfe, 
whole  receipt  iliall  be  a  fufftcient 
difeharge  for  the  fame,  and  iliall  by 
him  be  invefted  in  home  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  funds  or  government  fccurities, 
in  manner  aforefaid  ;  and  that  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England  iliall  place  the  faid 
feveral  funis  on  an  account,  to  be 
railed  in  the  books  of  the  faid  go¬ 
vernor  and  company,  intituled,  '1  he 
account  of  the  keeper  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty ’s  privy  purfe ;  and  that  upon 
the  death,  resignation,  or  removal, 
of  the  prefent  and  every  other  kee¬ 
per  of  his  Majefty’s  privy  purfe, 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  all  and 
every  the  laid  ftock  or  flocks,  and 
fum  or  firms  of  money  ariftng  from 
the  dividends  *which  iliall  accrue 
thereon,  iliall  immediately  veil  in 
the  fucceffor  of  the  prd.ent  or  any 
future  keeper  of  his  Majefty’s  privy 
purfe  refjpedively  ;  and  the  keeper 
of  his  Majefty’s  privy  purfe  for  the 
time  being  is  hereby  required  to  lay 
Out  and  inveft  the  dividends,  fo  ac¬ 
cruing  as  aforefaid,  from  time  to 
time,  in  the  purchafe  of  other  (locks 
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and  fecurities,  on  the  like  account ; 
and  that  the  keeper  of  his  Majefty’s 
privy  purfe  for  the  time  being  iliall, 
from  time  to  time,  execute  declara¬ 
tions  of  truft  of  all  fuch  funds  and 
fecurities,  declaring  that  the  fame 
are  held  in  truft  for  bis  Majefty  by 
inftruments  to  be  executed  under 
his  hand  and  feal,  to  be  de poiited 
with  her  Majefty. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enact¬ 
ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
the  laid  keeper  of  bis  Majefty’s 
privy  purfe  iliall,  on  cr  before  the 
twenty-feventh  day  of  April,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety, 
and  on  or  before  the  twenty-feventh 
day  of  April  in  every  fucceeding 
year,  during  the  continuance  of  this 
act,  take  an  oath  before  the  barons 
of  the  exchequer,  or  one  of  them, 
in  the  form  following  : 

7  I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that,  ac- 
u  cording  to  the  belt  of  my  know- 
“  ledge,  belief,  or  information,  no 
“  part  of  the  money  which  has  been 
“  iftued  to  me  for  the  fervice  of  his 
“  Majefty’s  privy  purfe,  by  virtue  of 
“  an  ad,  intituled,  An  ad  to  provide 
“  for  the  care  ot  his  Majefty’s  Royal 
“  perfon,  and  for  the  adminiftration 
“  of  the  Royal  authority,  during  the 
“  continuance  of  his  Majefty’s  ill— 

nefs  ;  between  the  day 

“  of  and  the 

“  day  of  >  has  been 

“  applied,  diredlv  or  indiredly,  for 
“  the  benefit,  ufe,  or  behoof,  of  any 
<£  member  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
“  mons,  or,  fo  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
“  applicable,  diredly  or  indiredly, 
u  to  the  pnrpofe  of  fupporting  or 
“  procuring  an  interelb  in  any  plac  e 
“  returning  members  to  Parlia- 
“  ment.  So  help  me  God.” 

And  whereas  it  is  neceftary  that 
proper  provifton  lliould  be  made  for 
the  care  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  per¬ 
fon, 
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•Ton,  daring  the  continuance  of  his 
illnefs,  and  for  the  direction  and 
government  of  his  Majefty's  houle- 
Jiold,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  at  prefent  appear 
to  require  *  be  it  therefore  enabled 
by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the 
care  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  perfon, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  laid 
illnefs,  and  the  diipofmg,  ordering, 
and  managing,  of  all  matters  and 
things  relating  thereto,  and  alfo  the 
direction  and  government  of  his 
Majefty’s  houfehold,  fhall  be,  and 
the  fame  are  hereby  veiled  in  the 
Queen’s  moil  Excellent  Majefty  ; 
and  that  her  faid  Majefty  fhall  have 
the  full  and  foie  power  and  autho¬ 
rity,  by  an  inftrument  in  writing, 
figned  and  fealed  by  her  Majefty, 
tp  nominate,  appoint,  or  remove, 
the  lord  fteward  of  his  Majefty’s 
houfehold,  the  lord  chamberlain  of 
his  Majefty’s  houfehold,  the  mailer 
of  the  horfe  to  his  Majefty,  and  the 
mailer  of  the  robes,  and  keeper  of 
his  Majefty’s  privy  purfe,  the  groom 
of  the  Hole,  the  gentlemen  and 
groQms  of  his  Majefty’s  bedcham¬ 
ber,  and  the  feveral  officers  in  the 
refpeftive  departments  aforefaid, 
whofe  appointment,  nomination,  or 
removal,  have  been  heretofore  made 
by  his  Majefty  ;  and  that  the  nomi¬ 
nation  and  appointment  of  her  Ma¬ 
jefty,  in  the  manner  and  form  afore¬ 
faid,  fhall  be  valid  and  effectual,  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  the 
fame  had  been  made  or  done  by  his 
Majefty  in  the  accuftomed  man¬ 
ner  •  and  that  the  feveral  perfons  fo 
appointed  fhall  be  entitled  to  the 
like  precedence,  privileges,  falaries, 
wages,  profits,  and  all  other  emolu¬ 
ments,  as  the  feveral  perfons  now 
holding  and  enjoying  the  faid  offices 
are  refperfivcly  entitled  to. 

And  whereas  the  execution  of  the 
Vol.  XXXI. 
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weighty  and  arduous  trufts  hereby 
committed  to  the  Queen’s  moil  Ex¬ 
cellent  Majefty,  in  refpeft  of  the  care 
of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  perfon,  and 
of  the  diipofmg,  ordering,  and  ma¬ 
naging,  of  all  matters  and.  things 
relating  thereto,  may  require  the 
affiftance  of  a  council,  with  whom 
her  Majefty  may  confult  and  advife 
in  the  difcharge  of  the  fame  ;  be  it 
therefore  enabled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  that,  in  order  to  affift  and 
advife  her  faid  moll  Excellent  Ma¬ 
jefty  in  the  feveral  matters  aforefaid, 
there  fhall  be,  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  his  Majefty’s  illnefs,  a  coun¬ 
cil,  confiding  of  John  Lord  Arch¬ 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  Edward  Lord 
Thurlow,  William  Lord  Archbifhop 
of  York,  Lloyd  Lord  Kenyon  ;  the 
Lord  Steward  of  his  Majefty’s  houfe¬ 
hold  for  the  time  being  ;  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  of  his  Majefty’s  houfe¬ 
hold  for  the  time  being  $  the  Mailer 
of  the  Horfe  to  his  Majefty  for  the 
time  being  ;  and  the  Firft  Gentle¬ 
man  of  the  bedchamber,  and  Groom, 
of  the  Stole  to  his  Majefty.  for  the 
time  being  ;  which  council  fhall, 
from  time  to  time,  meet,  as  her 
Majefty  fhall  be  pleafed  to  dirett  ; 
and  if  it  fhould  happen  that  any  of 
them  the  faid  John  Lord  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  Edward  Lord  Thur¬ 
low,  William  Lord  Archbifhop  of 
York,  and  Lloyd  Lord  Kenyon, 
fhould  depart  this  life,  then,  and  in 
fuch  cafe,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the 
Queen’s  mofc  Excellent  Majefty,  by 
an  inftrument  in  writing,  figned  and 
fealed  by  her  Majefty,  revokable  at 
her  will  and  pleafure,  to  nominate 
and  appoint  fome  one  perfon,  being 
or  having  been  a  member  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  rnoft  honourable  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  be  a  member  of  the  faid  coun¬ 
cil,  to  advife  and  affift  her  Majefty 
as  aforefaid,  in  the  room  and  place 
[  Del]  of 
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of  each  and  every  of  the  faid  coun- 
fellors  fo  departing  this  life  ;  which 
nomination  and  appointment  fhall 
be  forthwith  certified  by  an  inftru- 
ment  in  writing,  figned  and  fealed 
by  her  Majefty,  to  the  Lords  of  his 
Majefty’s  molt  honourable  Privy 
Council,  and  fhall  be  entered  in  the 
books  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  each  and 
€very  fuch  counfellor  fhall,  within 
the  fpace  of  one  month  after  his  ap¬ 
pointment  by  virtue  of  this  ad,  or 
by  virtue  of  her  Majeftys  nomina¬ 
tion  and  appointment,  in  manner 
aforefaid,  take  the  following  oath 
before  his  Majefty’s  moft  honour¬ 
able  Privy  Council who  are  hereby 
required  and  impowered  to  adminif- 
ter  the  fame,  and  to  enter  the  fame 
in  the  books  of  the  faid  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil. 

“  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  promife 
“  and  fwear,  that  I  will  truly  and 

faithfully  counfel  and  advife  the 
“  Queen’s  moft  Excellent  Majefty, 
“  according  to  the  beft  of  my  judg- 
“  ment,  in  all  matters  touching  the 
**  care  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  perfon, 
“  and  the  difpofing,  ordering,  and 
“  managing  all  things  relating 
“  thereto. 

“  So  help  me  God.” 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  the  faid 
council,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  Avail  have  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  at  all  times,  when  they  Avail 
judge  it  necefiary,  to  call  before 
them,  and  to  examine  upon  oath, 
the  phyficians,  and  all  other  perfons 
attendant  on  his  Majefty  during  the 
continuance  of  his  illnefs,  touching 
the  ftate  of  his  Majefty’s  health,  and 
all  matters  relating  thereto  ;  which 
oath  any  member  of  the  faid  coun¬ 
cil  is  hereby  authorized  and  im¬ 
powered  to  adminifter. 


And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  if  any  per¬ 
fon,  being  a  member  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  fhall  accept  of  any 
office  of  profit  from  the  Crown,  by 
the  nomination  and  appointment  of 
her  Majefty  the  Queen,  by  virtue  of 
this  ad,  or  by  the  faid  Regent,  in 
the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
Regency  hereby  eftablillied,  his 
election  fhall  be,  and  is  hereby  de¬ 
clared  to  be  void,  and  a  new  writ 
Avail  iflue  for  a  new  eledion,  in  fuch 
and  the  like  manner  as  if  fuch  per¬ 
fon  had  been  appointed  to  fuch 
office  by  his  Majefty. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  if  her  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  Queen  fhall  depart  this 
life  during  the  time  that  the  care  of 
his  Majefty’s  Royal  perfon  fhall  be 
committed  to  her  Majefty,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  provilions  of  this  ad,  the 
faid  Regent  fhall  forthwith  order 
and  dired  a  proclamation,  under 
the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  to  be 
iffued  and  publifhed,  declaring  the 
fame,  and,  in  cafe  the  parliament 
then  in  being  fhall  then  be  feparat- 
ed  by  any  adjournment  or  proroga¬ 
tion,  direding  that  the  faid  parlia¬ 
ment  fhall  forthwith  meet  a rid  fit, 
or,  if  there  fhalLbe-Jio  -parliament  in 
being,  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  di- 
reding  that  the  members  of  the  laft 
preceding  parliament  fhall  forthwith 
meet  and  fit. 

And  be  it  enaded,  that  the  faid 
members,  fo  meeting  and  fitting, 
fhall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament,  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  the  for¬ 
mer  parliament  had  not  been  dif- 
folved  ;  but  that  they  fhall  not  con¬ 
tinue  to  fit  as  the  faid  two  houfes, 
or  be  deemed  and  taken  as  fuch,  for 
any  longer  time  than  fix  months 
after  the  day  on  which  they  Avail  fo 

meet. 


STATE  PAPERS. 


meet,  and  that  they  fhall  be  fubjett 
tobefooner  prorogued  or  diffolved. 

And  be  it  alfo  further  enabled  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that,  until 
due  provilion  fhall  in  fuch  cafe  have 
been  made  by  parliament  for  the 
care  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal  perfon, 
all  and  every  the  powers  and  autho¬ 
rities  in  and  by  this  a£t  veiled  in  her 
Majefty,  touching  the  care  of  his 
Majefty’s  Royal  perfon,  and  the  dif- 
pofing,  ordering,  and  managing  of 
all  matters  and  things  relating  there¬ 
to,  fhall  be,  and  the  fame  are  herby 
veiled  in  the  council  in  and  by  this 
a<ft  appointed  Lo  affift  and  advife  her 
Majefty  in  the  execution  of  the  trufts 
to  her  faid  Majefty  committed  by 
virtue  of  this  a£t :  provided  never- 
thelefs,  that  in  fuch  cafe  nothing  in 
this  a£t  contained  fhall  extend,  or 
be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  impower 
the  faid  Regent,  or  the  faid  coun¬ 
cil,  to  nominate,  appoint,  or  remove 
any  of  the  feveral  officers  of  his 
Majefty's  lioufehold  herein  mention¬ 
ed,  until  due  provision  fhall  have  been 
made  by  parliament  in  that  behalf. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  if  his  Royal 
Highnefs  George  Auguftus  Frede¬ 
rick,  Prince  of  Wales,  fhall  depart 
this  life  during  the  continuance  of 
the  Regency  by  this  act  eftablifhed, 
the  Lords  of  his  Majefty’s  moft 
honourable  privy  Council  fhall  forth¬ 
with  caufe  a  proclamation  to  be 
iffued  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  under 
the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain,  de=- 
daring  the  fame,  and,  in  cafe  the 
Parliament  then  in  being  fhall  then 
be  feparated  by  any  adjv)urnment  or 
prorogation,  directing  that  the  faid 
Parliament  fhall  forthwith  meet  and 
fit,  or,  if  there  fhall  be  no  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  being,  then  and  in  fuch 
cafe  directing  that  the  members  of 
the  laft  preceding  Parliament  final  1 
forthwith  meet  and  fit. 
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And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  faid 
members  fo  meeting  and  fitting  fhall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  two 
houl'es  of  parliament,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  as  if  the  former 
parliament  had  not  been  diffolved, 
but  that  they  fhall  not  continue  to 
fit  as  the  faid  two  houfes,  or  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  fuch,  for  any 
longer  time  than  fix  months  after 
the  day  on  which  they  fhall  fo 
meet. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  when  it 
fhall  appear  to  her  Majefty  the 
Queen,  and  to  five  of  the  council 
appointed  by  this  a£t  to  affift  her 
Majefty  in  the  execution  of  the  truft 
committed  to  her  Majefty  by  this 
a<ft,  that  his  Majefty  is  reftored  to 
fuch  a  ftate  of  health  as  to  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  refuming  the  perfonal  exer- 
cife  of  the  Royal  authority,  it  fhall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  her  faid  Ma¬ 
jefty,  by  the  advice  of  five  of  her 
faid  council,  to  notify  the  fame,  by 
an  inftrument  under  her  Majefty’s 
hand,  and  figned  alfo  by  the  faid 
five  of  her  Majefty’s  faid  council, 
and  addreffed  to  the  Lord  Prefident 
of  his  Majefty’s  moft  honourable 
Privy  Council  for  the  time  being, 
or,  in  his  abfence,  to  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State  ;  and  the  faid  Lord  Prefident, 
or  Secretary  of  State,  fhall,  and  is 
hereby  required,  on  the  receipt 
thereof,  to  communicate  the  fame 
to  the  faid  Regent,  and  to  fummon 
forthwith  a  Privy  Council  ;  and  the 
members  of  his  Majefty’s  moft 
honourable  Privy  Council  are  here¬ 
by  required  to  affemble  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  fummons  ;  and  the 
faid  Lord  Prefident,  or,  in  his  abv 
fence,  the  faid  Secretary  of  State, 
is  required,  in  the  prefence  of  anv 
fix  or  more  Privy  Counfellors  fo 
aifembled,  to  caufe  the  faid  inftru- 
[  D  cl']  z  meitt 
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ment  to  be  entered  on  the  books  of 
the  faid  Privy  Council,  and  imme¬ 
diately  thereafter  to  fend  a  copy  of 
fuch  inftrument  to  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  London,  and  likewife 
to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  printed  in 
the  London  Gazette. 

Ai)d  be  it  further  enabled  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  if  at  any 
time  after  the  faid  inftrument  under 
the  hand  of  her  Majefty,  and^of  five 
of  her  faid  council,  iliall  have  been 
received  and  entered  as  aforefaid, 
his  Majefty  fhall  think  proper,  by 
an  inftrument  under  his  fign  manual, 
to  require  the  Lord  Prefid ent  of  his 
Majefty ’s  moft  honourable  Privy 
Council  for  the  time  being,  or,  in 
his  abfence,  one  of  his  Majefty ’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  to 
fiummon  a  council  in  his  Maj eft  y’s 
prefence,  confifting  of  any  num^ 
ber  of  perfons  not  *  lefs  than  nine, 
whom  his  Majefty  fhall  name, 
not  being  members  of  the  council 
appointed  by  this  aft  to  aftift  her 
Majefty,  and  who  iliall  be,  or  fhall 
have  been,  members  of  his  Majefty’s 
moft  honourable  privy  council,  the 
faid  Lord  Prefident,  or  Secretary  of 
State,  iliall,  and  he  is  hereby  re¬ 
quired  to  fummon  fuch  perfons  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  as  well  the  faid  Lord 
Prefident,  or  Secretary  of  State,  as 
the  other  perfons  fo  fummoned,  iliall 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  at¬ 
tend  at  the  time  and  place  appointed 
by  his  Majefty,  and  fqch  perfons  fo 
alfembled  iliall  be,  and  be  deemed 
to  be,  a  privy  council  for  the  pur- 
pole  herein-after  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  if  his  Ma¬ 
jefty, ;  by  the  advice  of  fix  of  fuch 
privy  council  fo  alfembled,  iliall 
fignify  his  Royal  pleafure  to  refume 
the  perfonal  exercife  of  his  Pvoyal 
authority,  and  to  iitue  a  proclamation 


declaring  the  fame,  fuch  proclama»v 
tion  fhajlbe  iftued  accordingly,  coun- 
terfigned  by  the  faid  fix  of  the  faid 
privy  council ;  and  all  the  powers 
and  authorities  given  by  this  aft 
iliall  from  thenceforth  ceafe  and  de¬ 
termine,  and  the  perfonal  exercife 
of  the  Royal  authority  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  fhall  be  and  be  deemed  to  be 
refumed  by  his  Majefty,  and  iliall 
be  exercifed  by  his  Majefty  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  this  a£t 
had  never  been  made. 

And  be  it  further  enaifted  by  the 
authority  aforefaid,  that  if  the  par¬ 
liament  in  beimc  at  the  time  of 
the  iftiiing  fuch  proclamation  as 
aforefaid  iliall  then  be  feparated  by 
adjournment  or  prorogation,  the 
faid  parliament  iliall  forthwith  meet 
and  fit,  and  if  there  fhalj  be  no 
parliament  in  being  at  the  time  of 
iftuing  fuch  proclamation  as  afore¬ 
faid,  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the 
members  of  the  laft  preceding  par¬ 
liament  fhall  forthwith  meet  and  fit. 

And  be  it  enadled,  that  the  faid 
members  fo  meeting  and  fitting 
iliall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament,  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes,  a^  if  the  for¬ 
mer  parliament  had  never  been  dif- 
folyed  •  but  that  they  fhall  not  con¬ 
tinue  to  fit  as  the  faid  two  houfes,  or 
be  deemed  and  taken  as  fuch,  for 
any  longer  time  than  fix  months 
after  the  day  pn  which  they  fhall  fo 
meet,  and  that  they  iliall  be  fubje£t 
to  be  fooner  prorogued  or  diifolved. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  e lott¬ 
ed,  that  fo  much  of  this  a£t  as  pro¬ 
vides  that  the  faid  Regent  iliall  not 
have  power  and  authority  to  grant 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
Majefty,  any  office  or  employment 
whatever  in  reverfion,  or  to  grant 
for  any  longer  term  than  during  his 
Majefty’s  pleafure  any  office,  em¬ 
ployment, 
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ployment,  (alary,,  or  penfion  what-  tion  of  the  power  of  the  faid  Regent, 
ever,  may  be  varied  or  repealed  by  with  refped  to  the  granting,  in  the 
any  ad  or  ads  to  be  made  for  that  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
purpofe  in  this  prefent  feffion  of  jefty,  any  rank,  title,  or  dignity  of 
parliament,  in  fo  far  only  as  relates  the  peerage  of  this  realm,  fihall  con- 
to  the  granting  of  any  office,  em-  tinue  and  be  in  force  for  and  during 
ployment,  falary,  or  penfion,  to  the  fpace  of  three  years  from  the 
any  perfon  appointed  to  the  office  commencement  of  this  ad,  and  no 
of  lord  high  chancellor  of  Great-  longer. 

Britain  ;  or  to  any  perfon  retiring,  And  be  it  enabled  by  the  autho- 
on  account  of  age  or  infirmity,  from  rity  aforefaid,  that  this  ad,  and  the 
the  office  of  chief  juftice  or  juftice  of  feveral  powers  and  authorities  to  be 
the  courts  of  king’s  bench  or  com-  exercifed  by  virtue  of  the  fame,  ihall 
mon  pleas,  or  chief  baron  or  baron  commence  and  take  effed  from  and 
of  the  court  of  exchequer  at  Weft-  after  the  eighteenth  day  of  Febru- 


r'rovided  alio  neverthclels,  and  eighty-nine, 
be  it  enaded,  that  the  faid  limita- 


arv  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 


1 


t  £>J]3 


CHARAC- 


r 

i 


C  T  E 


* 


Some  Account  of  Dr.  Rundle*,  Lord 
Bijhop  of  Derry  in  Ireland,  in 
tuvo  of  his  Lordjhip's  Letters .  to 
his  particular  Friends. — From  Let¬ 
ters  of  the  late  T»  Rundle,  LL.  D. 
to  Mrs.  Barbara  Sandys. 

To  the  Reverend  Dean-f-  Clarke. 

Barrington,  Sept.  9,  1740. 
My  dear  Friend, 

'*  TF  I  was  not  the  mod  inactive 
X  mortal  living,  I  would  quickly 
come  to  you  at  Winchester,  to  af- 
fure  you  what  efteem  and  affection 
for  you  have  ever  been  in  my  heart ; 
but,  I  beli  eve,  I  muft  defer  my  vifit 
to  you  till  I  can  pay  it  in  that  city 
(Exeter),  where  I  was  educated, 
and  which  {till  continues  the  delight 
of  my  imagination.  Though  I 
think  it  by  far  the  fineft  climate,  and 
moft  agreeable  place  of  refidence  in 
England,  yet  it  never  appeared  in 
fo  fair  a  light  to  me,  as  it  will, 
when  I  fee  you  prefid ing  in  its  ca¬ 
thedral.  I  have  (till  fome  few  va¬ 
luable  acquaintance  left  in  that 
country,  who  will  think  themfelves 
happy  in  your  friendship,  and  rejoice 
to  perform  to  you  all  the  felf-re- 
warding  duties  of  good  neighbour¬ 
hood  j  and  I  am  confident  they  will 
think  themfelves  more  obliged  to 


me  for  making  them  known  to  you, 
than  for  all  the  other  civilities  it  has 
ever  been  in  my  power  to  Shew 
them. 

Your  houfe  there,  as  well  as  I  re¬ 
member,  is  large,  but  gloomily  Situ¬ 
ated  under  the  fhadow  of  the  church  ; 
crowded  with  houfes  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  no  to  fuffer  you  to  have  any 
gardens  of  value  ;  but  the  variety 
of  public  walks  round  the  town,  and 
the  beauty  of  the  landfcapes,  and 
the  warmth  of  the  air,  will  make 
you  ample  amends  for  every  incon¬ 
venience  at  home,  if  any  fuch  there 
be.  But  I  am  juft  informed  that 
you  have  not  yet  taken  polleftion  of 
it.  Whence  this  delay  ?  I  hope  it 
is  not  from  indifference.  If  you  go 
down  next  fpring,  I  will  offer  you 
my  company,  if  that  can  make  the 
journey  more  agreeable. — You  will 
find  there  every  thing  that  your  hof- 
pitable  heart  can  defire,  in  greater 
plenty,  greater  elegance,  and  at  lefs 
expence,  than  in  any  city  in  England, 
and,  I  may  almoft  fay,  Ireland,  if  I 
am  not  deceived  by  my  memory  and 
my  friends,  Forgive  my  indulging 
myfelf  in  the  prailes  of  my  firft  love, 
to  one  who  is  to  enjoy  her  beauties, 
whilft  I  am  ban i ftied  to  Thule,  far 
from  funfiiine,  and  the  converfation 
ot  thofe  friends,  whofe  company 
would  make  even  Thule  pleafant, 
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and  funfhine  forgotten.  If  you  have 
any  tafte  for  gardening,  and  culti¬ 
vating  and  amafting  any  kind  ol  ve¬ 
getable  riches,  the  trees  there  fhoot 
with  a  more  luxuriant  verdure  ;  the 
flowers  glow  with  warmer  colours ; 
and  the  fruits  ripen  to  a  richer  fla¬ 
vour,  than  in  any  part  of  this  ifiand  $ 
and  the  fig  and  the  grape  fcarce  de¬ 
fine  better  Ikies. 

I  am  glad  you  are  pleafed  with 
Colonel  Folliot ;  he  is  a  fenfible, 
friendly,  upright  man ;  indefatiga¬ 
ble  in  obliging  thofe  for  whom  he 
has  conceived  an  efteem  ;  and  ge¬ 
nerous  to  the  full  extent  of  his  for¬ 
tune.  He  has  a  tafte  for  the  beau¬ 
ties  of  nature,  and  indulges  himfelf 
in  the  enjoyment  of  every  rational 
amufement  of  that  kind,  which  he 
can  purchafe  with  difcretion.  You 
and  he  have  many  things  in  com¬ 
mon,  in  the  turn  of  your  indefati¬ 
gable  charity,  to  relieve  the  diftreftes 
of  mankind  ;  and  our  hofpital  for  in¬ 
valids,  by  his  dexterity  and  diligence, 
was  raifed  from  being  vox  &  pr&- 
terea  nihil ,  into  a  comfort  for  many 
hundreds  of  unhappy  wretches  •  and 
is  now  an  honour  to  our  kingdom  $ 
and  whilft  it  continues  fo,  will  pre- 
ferve  to  pofterity  an  account  of  the 
fortitude,  and  virtue,  andwifdomof 
Folliot. 

I  intend  to  continue  here  till  the 
meeting  of  the  parliament,  and  then 
to  remove  to  Mr.  John  Talbot’s,  in 
Red  Lion  Square.  You  know  me 
well  enough,  to  be  fure  that  the  chief 
call  I  have  into  England  is  to  enjoy 
the  company  of  thofe  friends,  to 
whofe  family  and  affection  I  owe 
all  the  good  fortune  of  my  life. 
Inclination  and  gratitude  united  in 
determining  me  to  undertake  my 
prefent  journey.  I  deftgn  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  winter  and  ipring  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
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fummer  fee  my  other  friends,  and 
then  return  to  Ireland  for  ever.  I 
grow  too  old,  and  too  inactive,  to 
propofe  any  future  expeditions.  I 
have  recovered  my  health  and  fpi- 
rits,  but  not  my  ftrength.  I  am  in¬ 
finitely  better  than  ever  I  expedtecl, 
or  could  even  hope  for,  without  pre- 
fumption  •  but  yet  the  effedls  of  a 
diftemper,  as  well  as  the  infirmities 
of  old  age,  will  difable  me  from  any 
profpeft  of  being  hereafter  fit  for 
any  thing  but  talking  in  an  elbow 
chair. 

I  own  to  you,  my  friend,  my  fitu- 
ation  in  Ireland  is  as  agreeable  to 
me  as  any  pofiibly  could  be,  remote 
from  the  early  friendfhips  of  my 
life.  I  have  been  ferved  as  Plato 
in  his  Commonwealth  would  have 
Homer  treated  *  “  Firft,”  fays  the 
philofopher,  “  do  him  honours,  re- 
“  ward  his  merit,  and  then— -banifh, 
<e  him.”  At  Dublin  I  enjoy  the 
moft  delightful  habitation,  the  fineft 
landfcape,  and  the  mildeft  climate, 
that  can  be  deferibed  or  defired.)  I 
have  a  houfe  there  rather  too  elegant 
and  magnificent ;  in  the  north  an 
eafy  diocefe,  and  a  large  revenue. 
I  have  but  thirty-five  beneficed  cler¬ 
gymen  under  my  care,  and  they  are 
all  regular,  decent,  and  neighbour¬ 
ly  :  each  hath  confiderable  and  com¬ 
mendable  general  learning  ;  but  not 
one  is  eminent  for  any  particular 
branch  of  knowledge.  And  I  have 
rather  more  curates,  who  are  allowed 
by  their  redtors  fuch  a  ftipend,  as 
hath,  alas!  tempted  moft  of  them 
to  marry  •  and  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  have  curates  that  are  fathers  of 
eight  or  ten  children,  wuthout  any 
thing  but  an  allowance  of  forty 
pounds  a  year  to  fupport  them. 

The  only  difeipline  that  I  have  as 
yet  exerted,  hath  been  to  difeard 
three  out  of  my  diocefe,  v,rho,  though 
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refufed  certificates  by  me  and  my 
clergy,  have  obtained  good  livings 
in  America,  and  found  room  for  re¬ 
pentance.  If  cheiT  former  misfor¬ 
tunes  have  been  a  warning  to  them, 
I  rejoice  at  their  fuccefs  ;  but  if 
they  are  once  more  negligent  of 
their  obnduft,  there  is  no  farther 
beneficial  pardon  for  their  follies  in 
this  life,  though  they  fhould  fincere- 
ly  feek  it  with  tears. 

My  dean,  your  kindfman,  is  much 
beloved  at  Derry,  and  is  highly  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  preferment.  'That 
place  was  the  firft  object  of  his 
fondnefs,  and  agrees  with  his  con- 
ftitution  ;  his  wife  was  born  in  it, 
and  is  related  to  great  numbers  near 
it.  He  is  very  generous,  and  a 
great  economift ;  lives  fplendidly, 
yet  buys  eftates  •  and  equally  takes 
care  of  his  reputation  and  his  fa¬ 
mily.  The  income  is  above  1300I. 
per  ann.  but  he  hath  feven  curates 
to  whom  lie  is  generous.  It  is  a 
preferment  which  will  increafe  daily, 
and  the  outgoings  continue  the  fame. 
It  it  now  a  clear  ioool.  and  will 
next  -year  be  probably  better.  I 
have  only  room  to  allure  you  that  I 
am, 

Your’s  molt  fincerely, 

T.  DERRY. 

Dr.  Rundle  had  been  a  valetudi¬ 
nary  through  life,  and  his  conftitu- 
tion,  foon  after  this  period,  was  per¬ 
ceptibly  yielding  to  the  inveteracy 
of  the  chronic  diforder  under  which 
he  laboured.  His  life  was  protracted 
a  few  years  by  medical  nfiiftance. 
He  died  at  his  palace  in  Dublin  on 
the  14th  of  April,  1743,  fcareely 
fixty  years  old.  The  fubjoined  let¬ 
ter,  written  a  fhort  time  before, 
evinces  the  firmnefs  with  which  he 
awaited  the  hour  of  difiolution. 


To  Archdeacon  S. 


Dublin,  March  22,  1742-3; 

Dear  Sir, 

“  A  D I  E  U — for  ever — Perhaps 
I  may  be  alive  when  this 
comes  to  your  hands — more  proba¬ 
bly  not  ; — *but  in  cither  condition, 
your  fincere  well  wifher. — Believe 
me,  my  friend,  there  is  no  comfort 
in  this  world,  but  a  life  of  virtue 
and  pietv  ;  and  no  death  fupport- 
able,  but  one  comforted  by  Chrifti- 
anity,  and  its  real  and  rational  hope. 
The  firft,  I  doubt  not,  you  experi¬ 
ence  daily — May  it  be  long  before 
you  experience  the  fecond  !-— I  have 
lived  to  be  Conviva  fatury — pafjed 
through  good  report  and  evil  report ; 
— have  not  been  injured  more  than 
outwardly  by  the  laft,  and  folidly 
benefited  by  the  former.  May  all 
who  love  the  truth  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
and  fincerely  obey  the  Gofpel,  be 
happy  !  For  they  defer ve  to  be  fo, 
who  (ciA yfavuv  zv  kyxx'd)  fee.k  truth 
in  the  fpirit  of  love. 

Adieu ! — I  have  no  more  ftrength 
—My  gffe£tidnate  laft  adieu  to  your 
lady. 

T.  DERRY.” 


Defcription  and  Chamber  of  the 
Turks  and  Greeks,  inhabiting 
the  JJland  of  Candia,  ( anciently 
Crete.) — -Fro'fn  M.  Sa  vary’s  Let* 
tens  on  Greece. 

To  M.  L.  M. 


“  rpHE  beauty  of  man,  Madam, 
A  his  powers,  and  his  health, 
depend,  in  general,  on  the  climate 
he  inhabits,  his  food,  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  his  occupations.  In  Crete, 
B  2  the 
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the  Turk,  who  is  not  tormented  by- 
ambition,  or  the  tliirfb  of  wealth, 
whole  mind  is  never  occupied  by 
the  chimeras  of  intrigue,  who  knows 
not  envy,  which  debafes  the  foul, 
nor  exhaufts  himfelf  in  the  purfuit 
of  the  fciences,  to  which  we  too 
often  facrifice  our  health  •  the  Turk, 

I  fay,  who  lives  on  wbolefome  and 
fimple  aliments,  and  palfes  his  days 
amid  the  flowery  fields  he  cultivates, 
and  in  the  bofom  of  his  family  who 
obey  and  revere  him,  grows  and 
rifes  into  a  Coloflus.  The  falubrity 
of  the  air  he  breathes,  the  fweet 
temperature  he  enjoys,  the  delight¬ 
ful  fcenes  perpetually  before  his 
eves,  and  the  peaceful  life  he  leads, 
all  contribute  to  ftrengthen  his  body, 
and  preferve  his  vigour  even  be¬ 
neath  the  fnows  of  age.  Hither  the 
fculptor,  devoted  to  his  art,  and  emu¬ 
lating  the  ancients,  fhoulcl  come  in 
fearch  of  models.  He  would  fee 
young  men  of  eighteen  or  twenty,  five 
feet  fix,  or  eight  inches  high*,  who 
poffefs  all  the  graces  peculiar  to  their 
time  of  life.  Their  mufcles  have 
Till  a  little  plumpnefs,  which  will 
foon  affurne  a  bolder  chara&er  $ 
their  cheeks,  gracefully  rounded, 
difplay  an  animated  carnation,  and 
their  eyes  are  full  of  fire  j  their  chin 
is  covered  with  a  light  down,  never 
violated  by  the  razor  ;  their  air  is 
full  of  grace  and  dignity  ;  and  their 
whole  carriage,  and  every  geflure, 
befpeaks  health  and  vigour. 

In  men  arrived  at  maturity,  the 
features  and  outlines  are  more  de¬ 
veloped.  Their  legs  are  naked  ; 
and  when  their  robes  are  lifted  up, 
the  mufcles  appear  boldly  prominent : 
their  arms  exhibit  thofe  iigns  of 
firen^th  which  were  viable  in  thofe 


of  the  ancient  Athletac  :  their  fhouF 
ders  are  broad,  their  chefls  full,  and 
their  necks,  never  ftraightened  by 
the  ligatures,  which  from  infancy 
confine  thofe  of  the  Europeans,  re¬ 
tain  all  the  beautiful  proportions 
affigned  to  that  part  by  nature  :  no 
tight  breeches,  or  garters,  bind  their 
legs  below  the  knee  ;  that  part  of 
their  leg,  therefore,  is  never  diftort- 
ed  or  contra&ed,  nor  is  the  knee  too 
prominent.  In  a  word,  all  their 
limbs,  unaccuftomed  to  the  fetters 
which  confine  our  motions,  and 
which  habit  alone  could  render  fup- 
portable,  preferve  their  natural 
form,  and  that  admirable  fymmetry 
which  conftitutes  male  beauty.  When 
they  (land  ereft,  all  parts  of  the  body 
properly  fupport  each  othef.  When 
they  walk,  they  move  with  an  air  of 
dignity,  and  bodily  ftrength  and 
firmnefs  of  mind  difplay  themfelves 
in  every  gefture.  Their  majeftic 
eye  announces  that  they  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  command.  Pride  and 
feveritv  may  fometimes  be  appa¬ 
rent  in  their  looks,  but  meannefis 
never. 

The  Mahometans,  who  inhabit 
the  ifland  of  Crete,  are  fuch,  Ma¬ 
dam,  as  I  have  here  pourtrayed 
them.  They  are,  in  general,  from 
five  feet  and  a  half  to  fix  feet  high-fi. 
They  referable  the  ancient  ftatues  ; 
and,  in  fatt,  fuch  were  the  men  the, 
artills  of  antiquity  took  for  their  mo¬ 
dels.  It  is  not,  therefore,  wonderful 
they  fhould  have  furpafied  us,  hav¬ 
ing  a  more  beautiful  nature  from 
which  to  copy.  One  day,  as  I  was 
walking  with  an  officer  in  the  envi¬ 
rons  of  Canea,  he  exclaimed,  at  the 
fight  of  every  'Turk  that  palled. 
Oh  !  were  I  only  permitted  to  choofe 

feet  five 
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here  feven  hundred  men,  I  fhould 
have  the  fined  regiment  in  France  ! 

In  a  country  where  the  men  are 
fo  remarkable  for  bodily  drength 
and  dignity  of  afpeCt,  you  may 
judly  conclude,  Madam,  that  the 
women  cannot  be  wanting  In  beauty 
and  the  graces.  Their  drefs  does 
not  prevent  the  growth  of  any  part 
of  the  body,  but  is  accommodated 
to  thofe  admirable  proportions  with 
which  the  Creator  has  decorated  the 
mod  lovely  of  his  works.  All  are 
not  handfome  $  all  do  not  poflefs 
charms ;  but  fome  of  them  are  ex¬ 
tremely  beautiful,  particularly  a- 
mong  the  Turks.  In  general,  the 
Cretan  women  have  a  luxuriant  bo- 
fom  ;  a  neck  gracefully  rounded  ; 
black  eyes  full  of  fire  j  a  finall 
mouth  ;  a  nofe  perfectly  well  made, 
and  cheeks  which  health  tinges  with 
the  fofted  vermilion.  But  the  oval 
of  their  faces  is  different  from  that 
of  the  women  of  Europe,  and  the 
character  of  their  beauty  is  peculiar 
to  their  nation.  I  will  not  attempt 
a  parallel  between  the  two.  What¬ 
ever  is  beautiful  deferves  our  ho¬ 
mage,  though  delicacy  of  fentiment 
ihould  ultimately  fix  the  tade  of  a 
man  of  jud  feeling. 

During  the  fird  year  or  two  of  my 
travels  in  the  eadern  countries,  ac- 
cudomed  as  l  had  been  to  the  ele¬ 
gant  head-drefs  of  the  ladies  of 
France,  their  curls,  and  different 
coloured  powder,  I  could  not  en¬ 
dure  the  black  hair  of  the  oriental 
women,  and  their  drefs  feemed  to 
me  to  give  them  a  harflh  and  forbid¬ 
ding  air.  .  So  difficult  is  it  for  rea- 
fon  to  difengage  itfelf  from  the  fet¬ 
ters  of  habit,  that  I  long  continued 
the  Have  of  this  prejudice.  But, 
after  more  mature  reflexion,  their 
long  black  locks,  artificially  plaited, 
without  either  powder  or  pomatum. 
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and  which  neither  fpoil  their  drefs, 
nor  foil  the  furniture  of  their  apart¬ 
ments,  appeared  to  me  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  heighten  their  beauty. 
Their  ebon  colour  feemed  to  give 
more  luftre  to  the  faimefs  of  their 
complexions,  and  the  glow  of  their 
cheeks.  The  rofe-water,  with  which 
they  v/afii  their  hair,  exhaled  an 
agreeable  perfume  and  I  was  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  natural  beauty  of 
their  trelfes.  I  then  changed  my 
opinion,  and  could  not  help  wifltang 
the  European  women  would  not  fpoi! 
one  of  their  moil  charming  orna¬ 
ments  with  the  colours  of  art,  fc> 
much  inferior  to  thofe  of  nature. 
How  much  more  lovely  would  the 
fair  beauty  appear,  adorned ,  with 
the  pale  gold  of  her  flowing  locks  ; 
How  would  the  dark  hair  of  the  bru¬ 
nette,  arranged  with  art,  fet  off 
the  rofes  of  her  cheeks !  Thefe, 
Madam,  are  the  obfervations  of  a 
traveller,  who,  by  comparing  the 
different  cuftoms  of  nations,  has  been 
able  to  banifhi  his  prejudices,  and  is 
convinced  that  nature  alone  is  truly 
beautiful ;  but  he  fets  little  value 
on,  and  entreats  your  excufe  for, 
the  reflections  in  which  he  has  here 
ventured  to  indulge. 

You  muff  not  be  furprized,  Ma¬ 
dam,  that  I  have  not  mentioned  the 
Greeks  who  inhabit  the  ifland  of 
Candia,  who  partake  with  the  Turks 
the  advantages  of  a  ferene  Iky,  a 
pure  air,  and  happy  temperature. 
They  enjoy,  indeed,  in  common 
with  them,  thefe  precious  bleflings  ; 
but  they  are  opprefled  by  tyrants. 
They  live  in  perpetual  anxiety  and 
apprehenfion,  and  frequently  termi¬ 
nate  their  miferable  lives  in  defpair. 
Excepting  the  Spachicts,  who  are 
lefs  expolcd  to  tyranny,  thefe  unfor¬ 
tunate  beings  have  neither  the  lofty 
ltature,  nor  the  ftrength,  nor  the 

beauty 
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beauty  of  tlie  Turks.  The  (lamp 
of  fervitude  is  viftiole  in  their  faxes  ; 
their  looks  are  crouching,  and  their 
features  diftorted  by  knavery  and 
meannefs.  Such  is  the  character  of 
thofe  Cretans,  who  were  once  fo 
jealous  of  their  liberty  ;  thofe  ex¬ 
perienced  and  intrepid  warriors, 
who  were  courted  by  all  nations; 
and  thofe  friends  to  the  arts,  which 
they  cultivated  amid  their  ihady 
groves.  At  prefent,  cowardly  and 
indolent,  they  live  in  debafement 
and  we  may  read  ia  their  degraded 
countenances,  that  they  are  jlwves. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.'* 


Character  of  the  iate  Cardinal  Po- 
lignac.- — From  the  *  EJfays  of  the 
Marquis  D’Argen'fon,  tranjlated 
from  the  French. 

“  f’  See  fometimes  the  cardinal 
|_  de  Pobgnac,  and  he  always 
infpires  me  with  the  fame  ienti- 
inents  of  admiration  and  relpedt. 
He  appears  to  me  to  be  the  daft 
great  prelate  of  the  Gallic  church, 
who  profeifes  eloquence  in  the 
Latin  as  well  as  the  French  lan¬ 
guage,  and  whofe  erudition  is  very 
extenfive.  He,  alone,' '  among  the 
honorary  members  of  the  academy 
of  Belles  Lettres,  underftands  .and 
fpeaks  the  language  of  the  learned 
of  which  this  academy  is  compofed  ? 
he  exprefles  himfelf  upon  matters  of 
erudition,  with  a  grace  and  dignity 
proper  and  peculiar  to  himfelf.  It 
may  be  remembered  that  M.  Eof- 
fuet,  whom  the  cardinal,  at  that 
time  abby  de  Polignac,  replaced 
in  1704,  at  the  Academy  Francoift?, 
was  the  laft  prelate  who  had  a  dif- 
dnguiiKed  rank  among  the  theolo- 

*  Thefe  efthys  were  written  in  1 7 


gians  and  polemical  writers.  The 
converfation  of  the  cardinal  is  equal¬ 
ly  brilliant  and  inftru&ive :  he 
knows  fomething  of  every  fubjedt, 
and  relates  with  grace  and  perfpi- 
cuity  every  thing  he  knows :  he 
fpeaks  upon  the  fciences,  and  upon 
matters  of  erudition,  as  Fontenelle 
wrote  his  worlds,  in  reducing  the 
mcft  abftra£ted  matters  to  the  capa¬ 
city  of  the  vulgar^  and  renders 
them  in  terms  which  men  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  refinement  ufe  in  treating 
familiar  fubje£ls  of  ordinary  conver- 
lation. 

Nobody  relates  more  elegantly 
than  the  cardinal,  and  without  en¬ 
treaty  ;  but,  in  the  moft  Ample 
narratives,  wherein  erudition  would 
be  infipid  from  the  mouth  of  ano¬ 
ther,  it  finds  graces  in  his,  from  the 
aid  of  his  perfon  and  elegant  pro¬ 
nunciation.  Age  has  deprived  him 
of  feme  of  thefe  advantages,  but  he 
preferves  ft  ill  enough  of  them,  ef- 
pecially  when  we  call  to  mind  the 
many  great  occafions  in  which  his 
graces  and  natural  talents  have 
ihoiie.  My  uncle,  the  biiliop  of 
Blois,  who  was  nearly  his  cotem¬ 
porary,  has  frequently  fpoken  to  me 
of  his  younger  days.  Never  was  a 
courfe  of  ftudy  made  with  more  re¬ 
putation  than  his ;  not  only  his 
themes  .and  compoiitions  were  ex¬ 
cellent,  But  he  had  time  and  faci¬ 
lity  to  affift  his  fellow-ftudents,  or 
rather,  to  do  their  duty  for  them; 
fo  much  fo,  that  the  four  pieces 
which  gained  the  two  premiums  and 
the  accejjits ,  in  the  college  of  Har- 
court,  where  he  ftudied,  were  all 
compofed  by  him.  When  he  was 
engaged  in  philofophy,  at  the  fame 
college,  he  would  maintain,  in  his 
public  thefes,  the  fyftem  of  Def- 

;■  6,  but  not  publilhed  until  lately. 
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cartes',  which  it  was  then  found  dif¬ 
ficult  to  eflablifli  :  he  acquitted  him- 
felf  with  great  reputation,  and  con¬ 
founded  all  the  partifans  of  old  opi¬ 
nions.  Neverthelefs,  the  ancient 
doctors  of  the  university  having 
taken  it  ill  that  he  iliould  hate  com¬ 
bated  Arillotle,  and  not  having 
been  willing  to  give  a  degree  to 
the  enemy  of  the  preceptor  of  Alex¬ 
ander,  he  confented  to  maintain 
another  thefis,  in  which  he  read 
his  recantation,  and  made  Arillotle 
triumph  over  the  Cartefians  them- 
felves. 

No  fooner  wras  he  received  doctor 
in  theology,  than  the  cardinal  de 
Bouillon  took  him  to  Rome,  to  the 
conclave  of  1689,  wherein  the 
Pope,  Alexander  VIII.  was  elected. 
As  foon  as  the  abby  de  Polignac 
was  known  in  this  capital  of  the 
Chriftian  world,  which  was  then  the 
centre  of  the  moft  profound  erudi¬ 
tion  and  refined  policy,  he  was  ge¬ 
nerally  loved  and  elleemed.  The 
French  cardinals  and  ambaffador 
judged  him  the  moll  proper  perfon 
to  make  the  pope  hearken  to  reafon 
upon  the  articles  of  the  famous  af- 
fembly  of  the  clergy  af  France  in 
1682.  It  was  difficult  to  perfuade 
the  court  of  Rome  to  fwallow  this 
pill ;  yet  the  wit  and  eloquence  of 
the  abby  de  Polignac  brought  it 
about  :  he  was  charged  to  carry  the 
news  of  it  to  France,  and  had,  on 
this  occafion,  a  private  audience  of 
Lewis  XIV.  who  faid  of  him,  in 
French,  what  the  pope,  Alexander 
VIII.  had  faid  in  Italian  :  This 
young  man  has  the  art  of  perfuading 
you  to  believe  every  thing  he  pleafes  ; 
vohilji  he  appears  at  firf  to  be  of 
your  opinion  he  is  artfully  maintaining 
a  contrary  one ,  but  he  gains  his  end 
with  fo  much  addrefs ,  that  he  fnijhes 
always  by  convincing  you  he  is  right. 
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He  had  not  yet  put  the  finifliirig 
llroke  to  this  great  affair  before  the 
pope  recalled  him  to  FvOme.  He 
affilled  again  at  the  conclave  where¬ 
in  Innocent  XII.  was  elected,  and 
he  returned  to  France  the  following 
year  1692. 

About  two  years  afterwards  the 
king  named  him  ambaffador  to  Po¬ 
land,  a  very  delicate  appointment, 
from  the  particular  circumilances  at 
that  period.  John  Sobielki  was  in 
a  very  declining  Hate  of  health  ; 
Lewis  XIV.  wi fired  not  only  to  pre- 
ferve  fome  credit  in  Poland,  but  to 
give,  for  a  fubceifor  to  the  declining 
king,  a  prince' devoted  to  France/I  he 
prince  of  Conti  had  offered  himfelf, 
and  Lewis  XIV.  charged  lecretly 
the  abby  de  Polignac  to  endeavour 
to  get  him  elected,  notwithflanding 
the  oppolition  to  the  queen  dowager, 
who  was  a  French  woman,  but 
who,  with  much  reafon,  favoured 
her  children,  in  fpite  of  all  contrary 
cabals.  The  abby,  keeping  his  in- 
ftruftiens  very  fecret,  arrived  at  the 
court  of  Sobielki  a  year  before  his 
death;  he  delighted  all  the  Po- 
landers  by  the  facility  with  which 
he  fpoke  Latin  ;  he  might  have 
been  taken  for  ah  envoy  from  the 
court  of  Auguflus,  if  he  had  not 
been  heard  to  fpeak  French  to  the 
queen,  who  was  feduced  by  his  wi£ 
and  appearance  ;  but  fhe  could  not 
abandon,  on  his  account,  the  in- 
terefl  of  her  family.  Sobicfki  died, 
and  the  general  diet  affembled  to 
chufe  a  fucceffpr.  The  eloquence 
of  tfie  abby  de  Polignac,  the  pro,- 
mifes  and  hopes  with  which  he  al¬ 
lured  the  Polanders  were,  at  full, 
attended  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that 
a  great  part  of  the  nation,  headed 
by  the  primate,  proclaimed  the 
prince  of  Conti  ;  but  in  the  fame 
moment,  the  fums  which  the  elec- 
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tor  of  Saxony  had  diftrifcuted, 
cau fed  a  double  election,  in  which 
this  German  prince  was  chofen. 
Both  pretending  to  the  crown*  they 
both  arrived  to  fupport  their  party, 
and  continued  to  employ  the  means 
which  had,  at  firft,  been  fuccefsful ; 
but  thofe  of  the  elector  were  more 
effectual  and  folid.  He  had  money 
and  even  troops  ;  the  prince  of 
Conti,  on  the  contrary,  after  hav¬ 
ing  received  kingly  honours  at  the 
court  of  France,  went  on  board  a 
French  veffel  at  Dant'zick,  where  he 
ftayed  fix  weeks,  but  without  any 
other  means  of  proving  the  legality 
of  his  ele&ion,  than  the  good  face 
and  eloquence  of  the  abby  de  Po- 
iignac.  Thefe  refources  were  foon 
exhaufted  ;  the  prince  of  Conti,  and 
even  the  abby,  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn  to  France, 

Although  the  court  of  France  was 
too  juft  and  well  informed  not  to 
perceive  that  it  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  ambaffador  if  his  million  was 
not  crowned  with  a  more  brilliant 
fuccefs,  he  was,  notwithftanding, 
exiled  from  Verfailles  for  four 
years.  He  employed  this  time  ufe- 
fully,  to  encueafe  his  mafs  of  know- 
ledge,  which  was  already  very  great. 
Finally,  in  1702,  he  was  fent  to 
Rome  in  quality  of  auditor  of  the 
Rota*.  He  now  found  new  op¬ 
portunities  of  diftinguiftiing  him- 
lelf,  and  gaining  admiration,  for 
which  he  was  recompenccd  by  a  no- 
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mination  to  the  cardinalftiip,  hf 
James,  king  of  England. 

He  was  upon  the  point  of  enjoy- 
ing  the  honours  of  his  new  rank, 
when  he  was  recalled  to  France  on 
account  of  fome  very  critical  cir- 
cumftances.  He  was  obliged,  in 
1710,  to  go  with  the  marftial 
d’Huxelles  to  Gertrudenberg,  charg¬ 
ed  by  Lewis  XIV,  to  propofe  to 
the  enemies  of  this  monarch,  his 
fubmiffton  to  the  moft  humiliating 
conditions,  in  order  to  terminate 
the  war.  Unhappy  all  the  wit 
tnd  eloquence  of  the  future  cardi¬ 
nal  was  there  ineffectual.  At  length, 
after  two  years  were  elapfed,  he 
was  named  plenipotentiary  to  the 
famous  congrefs  of  Utrecht ;  it 
mult  be  remarked  that  he  Was  at 
that  time  named,  at  Rome,  cardi¬ 
nal  in  petto ,  and,  though  all  the 
people  knew  who  he  was,  he  did 
not  appear  as  an  ecclefiaftic,  either 
in  drcfs  or  title :  his  drefs  was  fe- 
cular,  and  he  was  called  the  Compte 
de  Polignac.  It  was  in  this  fttua- 
tion  of  an  incognito ,  that  he  was 
prefent  at  all  the  negociations  of 
Utrecht,  to  the  moment  of  figning 
the  treaty  ;  he  then  declared  it  was 
not  poffible  for  him  to  fign  the  ex- 
clufion  of  a  monarch  from  his  throne 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  the 
cardinal’s  hat  ;  he  withdrew,  and 
came  to  enjoy,  at  the  court  of 
France,  the  honours  of  the  cardi¬ 
nal  {hip. 


*  The  name  of  aji  ecclefiaftical  court  at  Rome,  compofed  cl  twelve  prelates,  out 
of  whom  muft  be  a  German,  another  a  Frenchman,  and  two  or  them  Spaniards  ; 
the  other  eight  are  Italians,  three  otwhom  muft  he  Romans,  and  the  remaining  .fivi  3. 
a  Bolognefe,  a  Ferraran,  a  Milawefe,  a  Venetian,  and  a  Tulcan. 

This  is  one  of  the  moft  auguit  tribunals  in  Rome,  and  takes  cognize  ncj,  by  aj  - 
peal,  of  all  holts  in  the  territory  or  the  church  ?  as  alio,  o i  all  matters  beneficiary  ai  d 
aatrimoaial.  h  ran  slat  ox. 
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The  new  political  fyftem  which 
Was  adopted,  after  the  death  of 
Lewis  XIV.  exiled  him  to  his  abby 
of  Anchin,  in  Flanders-  T  hefe  good 
Flemifh  monks  trembled  to  fee  him 
arrive  in  their  monaftery  ;  blit  they 
were  afflicted  even  to  defpair  when 
he  left  them,  after  the  death  of  the 
cardinal  Dubois  and  of  the  regent. 
They  were  not  capable  of  appreci¬ 
ating  his  wit,  nor  of  underftanding 
his  erudition ;  but  they  had  found 
him  mild  and  amiable,  and  fo  far 
from  plundering  them,  he  embellifh- 
cd  their  church,  and  re-eftablifhed 
their  houfe. 

He  was  obliged  to  return  to  Rome 
at  the  death  of  Clement  XI.  and  he 
affifted  at  the  conclaves  wherein  In¬ 
nocent  XIII.  Benoit  XIII.  and  Cle¬ 
ment  XII.  were  eleCted.  During  the 
two  firft  pontificates  he  was  charged 
with  the  affairs  of  France  at  that 
court.  This  city  was  ever  the  fineft 
theatre  of  his  glory  :  one  would  have 
thought  its  ancient  grandeur  entered 
with  him  into  the  capital.  On  his 
part,  when  he  returned,  he  appear¬ 
ed  charged  with  the  fpoils  of  Rome, 
fubdued  by  his  wit  and  eloquence  ; 
and  it  may  literally  be  faid,  that,  in 
his  laft  journey,  he  trafported  a  part 
of  ancient  Rome  to  Paris,  by  placing 
in  his  hotel  a  collection  of  antique 
ftatues  and  monuments  taken  from  the 
palaces  of  the  firft  emperors. 

I  cannot  fee  the  cardinal  de  Po- 
lignac  without  recollecting  all  he  has 
done  and  learned  for  fixty  years 
paft  ;  I  remain  as  it  were  in  ecftafy, 
when  near  him,  and  in  the  greateft 
admiration  of  every  thing  he  fays. 
It  is  obferved  that  his  manner  is 
become  old  as  well  as  his  perfon  ;  it 
is  true  that  his  tone  has  outlived  the 
mode.  But  is  it  not  becaufe  we 
have  ahfolucclv  loll  the  habitude  of 


hearing  the  language  of  feunce  and 
erudition,  that  the  cardinal  begins 
to  be  tirefome  to  us  ?  for  otherwise, 
nobody  treats  thefe  matters  writh 
lefs  pedantry  than  he  does  :  if  he 
quotes,  it  is  alwrays  a-propos,  be¬ 
caufe,  having  a  prodigious  memory, 
it  furnifhes  him  with  what  is  necef- 
fary  to  fupport  converlaticn  in  every 
point,  let  the  fubjeCt  be  what  it 
may.  For  my  part,  who  have  fi- 
nifhed  my  ftudies,  but  who  have  yet 
a  great  deal  to  learn,  I  declare  I 
never  received  more  agreeable  leffons 
than  thofe'  he  gives  in  converfa- 
tion. 

Being  a  good  deal  taken  up  about 
the  cardinal,  I  have  juft  read  his  dif- 
courfe  of  ad  million  at  the  Academy 
Francoife,  in  1704.  Nothing  can 
be  more  elegant  and  noble  ;  and  this 
immenfe  collection,  begun  almoft  an 
hundred  years  ago,  contains  no  dif- 
courfe  equal  to  his  :  it  is  the  molt 
perfeCt  model  for  thofe  who  have  a 
like  tafk  to  fulfil,  obferving  always 
that  the  academician,  whom  they 
fufcceed,  and  the  circumftances  in 
which  this  kingdom  is,  at  the  time 
they  fpeak,  may  infinitely  increafe 
the  difficulties  of  it.  The  abby  de 
Polignac  had  difficulties  to  encounter, 
but  he  got  over  them  in  fucli  a  man¬ 
ner  as  gained  him  univerfal  applaufe  1 
and,  had  it  been  cuftomary  at  that 
time,  the  academy  would  have  rung 
with  their  plaudits. 

The  cardinal  has  a  pupil  and 
friend,  thirty  years  younger  than 
himfelf,  who,  confequently,  cannot 
be  reproached  with  having  manners, 
different  from  the  fafhion  :  this  is 
the  abby  de  Rothelin.  He  has  a 
good  deal  of  wit,  a  ftrong  memory, 
and  much  knowledge,  but  not  fo  ex- 
tenftve  as  that  of  the  cardinal  ;  he 
fp-.T.r.  with  him  feveral  years  at  Rome, 
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and  has  been  twice  his  conclavift. 

1  here  he  law  what  honour  erudition 
conferred  on  the  cardinal  *  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  tread  in  his  fteps,  and 
is  become,  like  him,  a  member  of 
the  Academy  Francoife,  and  hono¬ 
rary  of  that,  des  Infcript'mis  and  des 
Belles  Leitres.  B-ut  his  eloquence  is 
neither  fo  natural  or  noble,  as  that 
of  his  mafter.  He  has  more  vivaci¬ 
ty  in  converfation,  which  fparkks 
with  more  ftrokes  of  wit ;  he  has, 
perhaps,  received  more  from  nature 
than  the  cardinal,  but  he  does  not 
know  how  to  employ  fo  well  what 
was  acquired  from  others,  nor  to  reap 
the  fruit  of  his  ftudies. 

The  cardinal  has  undertaken  a 
Latin  poem,  which  he  intitles  Anti- 
Lucretius,  and  is  a  refutation  of  the 
iyftem  of  the  materialifts.  He  re¬ 
cites  paffages  from  it  to  perfons  whom 
he  thinks  capable  of  judging  of  their 
merit ;  and  his  eminence  has  done 
me  the  honour  to  repeat  feveral  of 
them. 

They  are  admirable  paintings  and 
defcriptions.  If  one  knows  the  Latin 
ever  fo  little,  and  remembers  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  Auguftan  age,  he  would 
imagine  that  he  read  them  over  again 
by  hearing  thefe  paffages.  But  a 
poem  againft  Lucretius*  of  equal 
length  with  the  original,  and  divided 
into  nine  books,  requires  the  life  of 
a  man  to  carry  it  to  perfection.  The 
cardinal  began  too  late,  and  cannot 
flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  liv¬ 
ing  to  finifb  it.  It  is  faid  he  means 
to  charge  the  abby  de  Rothelin  with 
this  talk,  who,  from  vanity,  will  not 
refufe  it,  and  will  think  it  an  honour 
to  put  the  work  of  his  refpeCt- 
able  friend  in  a  Rate  to  appear 
before  the  public.  But,  to  this  end, 
the  aid  of  fome  able  profeffor  of 
the  univerfity  will  be  neeeifary  ;  the 
abby  will  never  accompliih  it  of 
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himfelf.  Moreover,  when  the  Anti- 
Lucretius  appears,  it  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  do  honour  to  the  cardinal’s  abi¬ 
lities,  as  well  as'  the  abby’s,  and  even 
thofe  perfons  who  fhall  have  affilted 
him  in  fipifliing  it.  Bat  who,  atpre- 
fent,  will  read  a  Latin  poem  entire¬ 
ly  philofophical,  of  five  or  fix  thou¬ 
sand  lines?  Scarcely  would  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  it,  in  prqfe  or  verfe,  be  turn¬ 
ed  over.  Greek  is  entirely  forgot¬ 
ten  ;  it  is  to  be  feared  the  Latin  will 
foon  be  fo,  and  that  the  cardinal  de 
Polignae,  the  abby  de  Rothelin,  and 
a  certain  M.  le  Beau,  coming  up  m 
the  univerfity,  will  be  called  the  lafi 
of  the  Romans.  Even  the  Jefuits 
begin  to  negleCl  Latin  ;  they  find 
it  more  eafy  to  write  in  French; 
this  gains  them  more  honour  and  pro¬ 
fit. 

The  figure  of  the  cardinal  and  that 
of  the  abby  are  flill  more  different 
than  their  turn  of  mind.  That  of 
the  firfi:  is  elegant  and  noble,  and 
announces  what  he  is,  and  has  been. 
It  we  were  to  paint  from  idea  a  great 
prelate,  a  learned  cardinal,  a  wife 
and  worthy  ambaffador,  a  famous 
Roman  orator,  we  fihould  feize  the 
features  of  the  cardinal  de  Polignae. 
The  abby  de  Rothelin  has,  on  the 
contrary,  a  fine  and  fenfible  counte¬ 
nance,  but  appears  to  have  delicate 
lungs  ;  his  figure  is  agreeable,  but 
quite  modern  that  of  the  cardinal 
is,  at  prefent,  a  beautiful  and  preci¬ 
ous  antique.” 


Character  of  Fontenelle,  Montef- 
quieu,  and  Henault.- — From  the 

fame.  ' 

“  T  F  I  have  received  fome  rc- 
JL  proaches  upon  my  pretended 
indifference  for  people  with  whom 

I  live 


characters. 


I  live  habitually:,  three  of  them  de- 
ferve  many  more,  and  1  do  not  efteem 
them  lefs  on  this  account— their 
names  are  well  known  in  the  world, 
fince  the  firft  is  M.  de  Fontenelle,  the 
fecond  the  prefident  de  Montefquieu, 
and  the  third,  the  prefident  Henault. 
The  fird  is  charged  with  and  con- 
vidted  of  a  kind  of  apathy,  perhaps 
blameable  with  refpeCl  to  others, 
but  excellent  for  his  own  prelervati- 
on ;  being  taken  up  with  hirafclf 
ojily,  and  amiable  enough  to  make 
others  concerned  for  his  welfare,  he 
has  by  managing  his  weak  and  deli¬ 
cate  conditution,  always  indulging 
his  eafe,  puffed  his  career -to  eighty 
years  of  age,  with  the pleafing  hope 
of  feeing  the  whole  revolution  of  the 
century.  Each  year  gives  him  a  new 
degree  of  merit,  and  adds  to  the  in- 
tered  his  friends  have  in  his  exift- 
ence.  They  look  upon  him  as  one 
of  thcrfe  mader-pieces  of  art,  care¬ 
fully  and  delicately  wrought,  and 
precioufly  preferved,  becaufe  it  is 
impoflible  to  make  their  equal.  He 
majces  us  not  only  recoiled!  the  bril¬ 
liant  age  of  Lewis  XIV.  the  end  of 
which  fome  of  us  faw,  but  alfo  the 
wit  of  Buiferade,  Saint-Evremont, 
Scudery,  and  the  tone  of  the  hotel 
de  Ram bou il let,  the  air  of  which  we 
may  believe  he  has  breathed  upon 
the  fpot.  He  has  this  tone,  but 
foftened,  improved,  and  adapted  to 
the  prefent  age,  lels  obfcure  and 
pedantic  than  that  of  the  Beaux- 
Efprits,  which  founded  the  Acade¬ 
my  •  lefs  finical  thaji'that  of  Julie 
d’Augennes,  and  his  mother.  His 
converfatian  is  highly  agreeable, 
mixed  with  fentiments  lefs  refined 
than  finking,  and  with  pleafing 
anecdotes,  without  being  fatincal, 
becaufe  they  never  relate  but  to  lite¬ 
rature  or  gallantry,  and  focietv. 


1 1 

All  his  tales  are  Tort,  and  for  this 
reafon  more  ftriking  ;  they  finish  by 
fomething  witty,  which  is  a  neceda- 
ry  condition  of  fuch  narratives.  The 
eulogiums  which  he  pronounces  ac 
the  Academy  of  Sciences,  have  in 
them  the  fame  fpirit  as  his  converfa- 
tion  j  they  are  confequentlv  delight¬ 
ful  ;  but  I  do  not  know  if  his  manner 
of  prefenting  them  be  fuch  a  one  as 
he  ought  to  make  ufe  of  :  he  attaches 
himfelf  to  the  perfons  cf  academici¬ 
ans,  drives  to  charaCterife,  to  paint 
them ;  even  enters  into  details  of 
their  private  life  ;  and  as  he  is  an 
agreeable  painter,  his  portraits  ar-e 
admired  :  but  might  not  fome  of  them 
be  compared  to  fine  engravings,  found 
at  the  head  of  the  works  of  certain 
heroes  ?  they  prefent  us  with  their 
phyfiognomy,  but  leave  us  with  fa 
v/ifb  that  they  had  done  fomething 
more. 

Itleemsto  me  that  the  eulogium 
of  an  academician,  fhould  be  the  ex¬ 
tract  or  crayon  only  of  his  academi¬ 
cal  works.  It  may  be  objected  to 
this,  that  there  are  academicians 
whofe  works  and  talents  ftirnifii  not 
matter  of  great  eulogium  :  but  on 
one  hand,  even  the  barrennefs  or  re- 
fufal  ot  eulogiums,  is  one  means  or 

•  O  ' 

preventing  the  Academy  from  admit¬ 
ting  fubjeCts  incapable  of  doing  it 
much  honour  :  on  the  other,  the  pro¬ 
tection  which  thofe  who  are  honora¬ 
ry  members  only,  have  granted  to  the 
fciences,  the  favours  they  have  pro  ¬ 
cured  for  the  learned,  may  be  advar- 
tageoufiy  Ipoken  of  in  their  behalf, 
and  at  lead  their  zeal  applauded— .  it. 
mud,  'however,  be  agreed,  that  Fori" - 
tenellc  in  artfully  palling  over  the 
drynefis  of  matters  to  which  thoib 
who  were  the  iubjcCts  o4:  his  en co- 
rr.ium  applied  thendelvcs,  fays  ge¬ 
nerally  what  is  iiecodary.  It  is  to 

■  be 
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be  feared,  his  fuccefiors  and  imitators 
will  find  it  eafieft  to  fpeak  but  little 
upon  the  fubjed,  otherwife  they  will 
fail  in  it  entirely. 

To  return  to  the  perfonality  of 
Fontenelle,  we  know  he  loves  no¬ 
thing  to  a  great  degree ;  but  I  par¬ 
don  him  his  indifference,  and  love 
him  better  on  account  of  it  $  we  love 
him  for  himfelf  only,  without  requir¬ 
ing  a  return  or  being  flattered  by  it. 

< — We  may  fay  of  him  what  Madame 
de  Defiant  faid  of  her  cat — “  I  love 
her  exceedingly,  becaufe  fire  is  the 
“  mod  amiable  creature  in  the 
world  ;  but  I  trouble  myfelf  lit- 
“  tie  about  the  degree  of  aftedion 
“  die  has  for  me  :  I  lliould  be  very 
“  forry  to  lofe  her,  becaufe  I  feel 
“  that  I  manage  and  perpetuate  my 
pleafures,  by  employing  my  cares 
4<  to  prolong  her  exiftence.” 


The  president  de  Montefquieu  is 
not  fo  old  as  Fontenelle,  but  has  full 
as  much  wit,  although  of  quite  ano¬ 
ther  kind — it  feems  as  if  more  ought 
to  be  expected  in  fociety  from  the 
prefident,  becaufe  he  is  more  lively, 
even  appears  more  adive,  more  fuf- 
ceptible  of  enthuiialm.  At  bottom, 
thefe  two  minds  are  tempered  alike  ; 
Montefquieu  never  makes  himfelf 
uneafy  for  any  body,  he  has  no  am¬ 
bition  on  his  own  account ;  he  reads, 
travels,  and  gathers  knowledge  ;  at 
length  lie  writes,  and  folely  for  his 
pleafure.  Being  a  man  of  great  lenfe, 
lie  makes  an  agreeable  ule  of  what 
he  knows,  but  there  is  more  wit  in  his 
books  than  in  his  converfation,  be¬ 
caufe  he  is  never  anxious  to  lliine  in 
it.  He  lias  preferved  the  Gafcon  ac¬ 
cent,  which  he  has  from  his  country 
(Bourdcaux)  and  thinks  it  in  fome 


meafure  beneath  him  to  ftrive  to  get 
rid  of  it.  He  is  carelefs  in  his  ftyle, 
which  is  more  ingenious  and  fome- 
times  more  nervous  than  pure  there 
is  no  order  nor  method  in  his  works, 
which  are  for  this  reafon  more  bril¬ 
liant  than  inftrudive.  He  had  an 
early  tafte  for  a  kind  of  bold  philofo- 
ph'g  which  he  has  combined  with 
French  gaiety  and  levity,  and  which 
has  made  his  Lettres  Perfannes  truly 
a  delightful  work.  But  if  on  one 
hand,  this  book  has  been  much  ad¬ 
mired,  it  has  on  the  other,  beenjufl- 
ly  complained  of ;  there  are  pafiages 
which  a  man  of  wit  may  eafily  con¬ 
ceive,  but  fuch  as  a  prudent  man 
ought  never  to  let  appear  in  print  : 
thefe  pafiages  have  notwithflanding, 
eftabliflied  the  reputation  of  the  book 
and  the  author.  He  would  not  have 
been  of  the  Academy  without  this 
work,  which  ought  to  have  exclud¬ 
ed  him  from  it.  The  cardinal  de 
Fleury,  fo  prudent  in  other  refpeds, 
fhewed  on  this  occafion  a  pufillani- 
mity  which  may  be  attended  with 
great  confequence.  The  prefident 
refigned  his  employment,  that  his 
non-refidence  at  Paris  might  not  be 
an  objection  to  his  being  received  a 
member  of  the  Academy.  His  pre¬ 
text  was,  that  he  was  going  to  apply 
himfelf  to  a  great  work  upon  the  fpi- 
rit  of  laws.  The  prefident  Henault, 
on  quitting  his  employ,  gave  the  fame 
reafon.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  ralli¬ 
ed  by  their  friends,  who  told  them, 
“  They  quitted  their  profeflions  in 
“  order  to  learn  it.” 

The  fad  is,  Montefquieu  wifhed 
to  travel,  to  make  philofophical  re¬ 
marks  upon  men  and  nations,  al¬ 
ready  known  by  his  Lettres  Per¬ 
fannes  :  he  was  warmly  received  in 
Germany,  England  and  Italy.  We 


C  II  A  RACIER  S.  13 


do  not  know  the  whole  extent  of  the 
obfervations  and  reflections  he  made 
in  different  countries. — Since  his 
return,  he  has  published  but  one 
work,  printed  in  1734,  intitled, 
Con  ft  derations  fur  les  caufes  de  la 
grandeur  et  de  la  decadence  des  Ro - 
mains.  In  this  work  he  appears 
more  fenflble,  enlightened  and  re- 
ferved  than  in  his  Lettres  Perfannes, 
the  matter  keeps  him  from  wan¬ 
dering.  It  is  faid,  he  is  preparing 
to  publiili  his  great  work  upon  the 
fpirit  of  laws  :  I  knowT  already 
fome  parts  of  it,  which,  fupported 
by  the  reputation  qf  the  author, 
cannot  but  augment  its  credit  ;  but 
I  fear  the  whole  will  not  have  this 
effeCt,  and  that  there  will  be  more 
agreeable  chapters  to  read,  more 
ingenious  and  feducing  ideas,  than 
true  and  ufeful  inftruCtions  upon  the 
manner  in  which  we  ought  to  digeft 
and  underftand  the  laws.-  It  is, 
however,  a  book  which  has  been, 
and  ftill  is  greatly  wanted,  although 
much  has  been  written  upon  the  fub- 
jeCt. 

We  have  good  inftitutes  of  the 
Roman  civil  laws  ;  we  have  toler¬ 
able  ones  in  the  French  laws  ;  but 
we  have  none  published  of  general, 
or  univerfa.1  ones.  W  e  have  no 
Efprit  des  Loix ,  and  I  doubt  much 
of  our  friend  Montefquieu’s  giving 
us  one  which  will  ferve  as  a  guide 
and  compafs  to  all  the  legiflators  of 
the  world.  I  know  him  to  have  all 
poflible  art  ;  he  has  acquired  vaft 
knowledge  in  his  travels,  and  in  Iqs 
retreats  to  the  country  ;  but  I  pre¬ 
dict  once  more,  that  he  will  not 
give  us  the  book  we  want,  although 
there  xvill  be  found,  in  what  he  is 
conpofing,  many  profound  ideas, 
new  thoughts,  ffriking  images,  fai¬ 
lles  of  wit  and  genius,  and  an  infi¬ 
nity  of  curious  faCts,  whofe  appli¬ 


cation  fuppofes  ftill  more  tafte  than 
ftudy. 

I  now  return  to  the  character  he 
bears  in  fociety  ;  great  mildnefs 
and  gaietv,  a  perfeCt  equality,  an 
air  of  fimplicity  and  good-nature, 
which,  confidering  the  reputation 
he  has  already  acquired,  is  a  pecu¬ 
liar  merit.  lie  is  fometimes  abfenL 
and  ftrokes  of  nai<vett  efcape  him, 
which  make  him  appear  more  ami¬ 
able,  as  they  form  a  contrail  with 
his  acknowledged  wit.  I  forgot  to 
fpeak  of  his  little  poem  in  profe  in 
the  Grecian  tafte,  intitled  Le  Pe  tu¬ 
ple  de  Guide.  I  know  not  if  the 
reputation  of  the  prefident  gained 
by  his  Lettres  Perfannes ,  has  not 
contributed  to  make  this  trifle  ef- 
teemed  above  its  merit  :  it  con¬ 
tains  much  wit,  fometimes  grace 
and  voluptuoufnefs,  whofe  touches 
in  fome  places  are  rather  ftrong, 
and  there  reigns  a  kind  of  philofo- 
phical  obfervation,  which  charac- 
terifes  the  author,  but  it  is  different 
from  thofe  of  his  other  works. — 
Fontenelle  certainly  could  not  have 
written  Les  conf  derations  fur  les  Ro- 
mains  ;  but  Le  Pemple  de  Guide  would 
have  been  better  confti  uCted  by  him. 
than  by  Montefquieu. 

I  will  not  oppofe  the  gallantry  of 
the  prefident  to  that  of  Fontenelle, 
becaufe  Montefquieu  had  none  :  he 
writes  little  or  no  poetry,  but  he  is 
found  amiable  in  fociety,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  gallantry  and  poetry.  Fon¬ 
tenelle  has,  on  the  contrary,  need  of 
thefe  refources ;  the  gracefulnefs 
and  manner  in  which  he  delivers  that 
which  from  the  mouth  of  any  other 
man  would  be  infipid,  make  his 
feience  and  erudition  appear  to  ad¬ 
vantage,  although  they  are  perhaps 
not  very  profound. 
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Tire  prefidcnt  Heriatilt  will  not 
perhaps  hold  fo  cliilinguilhed  a  place 
*m  the  temple  of  memory  as  the  two 
Others,  but  I  find  he  deferves1  to  be 
preferred  to  them  both  in  foci  tty  :  he 
is  younger  than  Forttenelle,  and  lefs 
t  oublefotne,  becaufe  he  requires  lefs 
*:  omplajfance  and  attention  ;  he  is  on 
the  contrary,  very  complaifant  him- 
fit  If,  in  the  mod  fi'itipic,  and  at  the 
fame  time  elegarit  manner.  1  his 

O  m  m 

virtue  fee  ms  to  colt  him  nothing  ;  for 
which  reafon  there  are  people  unjuft 
enough  to  believe  him  indiscriminate 
and  prodigal  in  the  ufe  of  it  ;  but 
ihofe  who  know  him  well  and  afe 
near  to  him  perceive  that  lie  knows 
bovv  to  ditlinvirifli :  and  that  a  found 

O  y 

judgment  and  great  knowledge  pre- 
fide  at  the  diftribution.  His  charac¬ 
ter,  efpetialiy  when  he  was  young, 
appeared  formed  to  Succeed  with 
women  ;  he  had  wit,  grace,  delica¬ 
cy  and  refinement— he  cultivated 
fitccefsfully  rntific,  poetry,  and  light 
literature  ;  his  rriufie  was  riot  of  a 
profound  compofition,  but  agreeable 
—his  poetry  was  not  fublime  ^  how¬ 
ever,  he  undertook  a  tragedy  ;  it  is 
weak,  but  neither  ridiculous  nor  tire- 
feme.  His  other  poetry  is  like  that 
of  Fontenelle,  harmonious  and  witty  ; 
his  profe,  eafy  and  flowing  ;  his  elo¬ 
quence  is  neither  mafculine  nor  fub¬ 
lime,  although  he  gained  premiums 
at  the  Acaaeniie  Frqncoife ,  thirty 
years  ago.  It  is  never  ftrong  or 
elevated,  dull  or  infipid  :  he  was 
feme  time  father  of  the  oratory,  and 
has  cent  rafted  in  that  fociety  a  tafte 
for  fhidy,  and  acquired  fome  erudi¬ 
tion  •  but  this  without  the  leafl  pe¬ 
dantry.  I  have  been  allured,  that  in 
a  court  of  judicature,  he  was  a  good 
judge,  without  having  a  perfed 
knowledge  of  the  laws,  becaufe  he 
has  an  upright  mind  and  a  found 


judgment.  Fie  never  had  magifle- 
rial  liaughtinefs,  nor  the  vulgarity 
of  the  limbs  of  the  law.  He  does 
not  pride  himfelf  upon  his  birth  or 
illuilrious  titles  :  he  is  rich  enough 
to  be  independent,  and  in  this 
happy  fituation,  tiling  no  preten¬ 
sions,  he  wifely  places  himfelf  be¬ 
low  infolence,  and  above  meannefs. 
There  are  women  of  fuffieient  c.on- 
fideration,  who  have  overlooked  his 
want  of  birth,  even  of  perfonal  ad¬ 
vantages  and  vigour.  He  has  ever 
conducted  himfelf  cn  thefe  occalions 
with  modefly,  never  carrying  his 
pretenfions  too  far  ;  nothing  was 
ever  required  of  him  which  was  im¬ 
proper  he  fhould  do,— at  fifty  years 
of  ave,  he  declared  he  would  con- 

O  1 

fine  himfelf  to  a  fludious  and  de¬ 
vout  life  ;  he  made  a  general  con- 
fefiion  of  all  his  fins,  and  it  was  on 
this  occafion  he  permitted  himfelf  the 
following  pleafantry,  “  we  are  never 
“  fo  rich  as  when  we  remove.” 
His  devotion  is  as  free  from  fana- 
ticifm,  perfecution,  fournefs  and  in¬ 
trigue,  as  his  fludies  are  from  pe¬ 
dantry.— He  applies  himfelf  to  com-, 
pofe  an  Abrege  Chronohgique  of  our 
hifiory,  which  will  have  the  merit  of 
an  exad  chronology,  welt  compofed 
tables,  and  a  fummary  of  fads  metho¬ 
dically  arranged,  arid  yet  without 
being  dry,  fterile,  infipid,  or  tire- 
foxne.  We  may  not  only  feek  and 
find  therein  every  thing  necefiary  to 
fix  in  our  minds  the  principal,  epochas 
of  our  hiftory  but  we  iluall  be  able 
to  read  with  pleafure  this  abridgment 
from  beginning  to  end  ;  the  author 
having  prepared  for  the  reader  reft- 
ing  places,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expreffion,  in  the  long  route  he  has 
to  get  through.  The  moil  intereil- 
ing  fads  will  be  related  with  clear- 
nefs  arid  precifion,  arid  particular 
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i  cmaks  will  determine  at  each  epocha, 
what  were  then  our  manners  and 
principles  :  finally,  this  book,  ex¬ 
cellent  in  itfelf,  will  ferve  as  a  model, 
according  to  which  many  other  good 
and  ufeful  books  may  be  com  pok¬ 
ed.  There  is  reafon  to  believe, 
that  all  the  different  hiftories  will 
foon  be  written  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  that  this  firft  work  will  be  the 
bafis  of  anew  and  inftrubtive  kind. 
I  agree,  neverthelefs,  that  the  lite¬ 
rary  reputation  of  the  prefident  He- 
nault,  will  never  equal  that  of  Fon- 
tenelle  or  Montefquieu  ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  his  only  work  will  be 
more  ufeful  than  all  theirs  j  becaufe 
it  will  open  a  new  career  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  fcience  ;  whilft  the  others, 
will  only  produce  bad  imitations, 
who  will  go  affray,  in  endeavouring 
to  tread  in  their  fteps.  But  to  re¬ 
duce  to  a  few  words  the  character  of 
the  prefident  Henaulr  : — he  is  ac¬ 
commodating  without  deceit  j  mild 
without  infipidity  ;  officious  without 
intereft  or  ambition  j  complaifant 
without  meomiefs  ;  a  good  friend, 
without  enthufiafm  or  prejudice  :  in 
fhort,  he  is  as  perfect  a  model  in 
foeiety  as  his  book  is  in  its  kind.” 


Character  of  Sidi  Mahomet,  the 
reigning  Emperor  of  Morocco.— 
T'ranjiated  from  the  French  of  M. 
Chenier. 

fMDI  Mahomet,  endowed  with 
O  penetration  and  judgment, 
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would  have  been  fufceptible  of  all 
the  high  qualities  neceffary  to  govern 
men,  had  education  brought  to  per¬ 
fection  thofe  gifts  which  nature  had 
beftowed.  His  age  is  fomewhere 
about  fe  verity -fix'*,-  his  height  five 
feet  eight  inches,  his  fynmietry  tole¬ 
rable  ;  he  fquints  a  little,  which 
gives  his  afpebt  fome  fe  verity  ;  his 
eonftitution  being  naturally  ftrong, 
and  his  mode  of  life  fober  and  fruga  l, 
lvis  body  is  become  very  capable  of 
fupporting  the  fatigue  of  a  life  fo 
laborious  as  the  government  of  this 
empire  requires.  He  is  tolerably 
eafy  of  accefs  ;  foreigners  he  receives 
with  politenefs,  and  converfes  with 
them  willingly  ;  but  the  cool  or  warm 
reception  he  gives,  alike,  are  direct¬ 
ed  by  fome  motive  of  perfonal  inter- 
eft.  His  favour  is  not  conftant.  but 
varies  according  as  finch  like  intereft- 
ed  fenfations  vary. 

However  marked  the  attachment 
of  Sidi  Mahomet  to  riches  may  have 
been,  he  has  feldom  employed  thofe 
means,  for  the  accumulation  of 
them,  which  violence  or  cruelty 
might  hate  fuggefted.  This  empe¬ 
ror  will  not  leave  fo  rich  a  treafury 
fit  his  deceafe  as  his  love  for  (eco¬ 
nomy  might  forebode,  and  that  be¬ 
caufe  his  reign  has  been  expofed  to 
heavy  expences ;  his  empire,  gra¬ 
dually  exhaufted,  has  no  longer  in 
itlelf  the  fame  refources.  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  heavy  fums  expend¬ 
ed  on  the  fiege  of  Mazagan,  that 
ol  Melilla,  and  the  maintenance  of 


,  *  If  is  not  cuftomary  among  the  Moors  to  regifter  the  birtli  of  children,  not  even 
thatot  Princes  j  their  age  is  remembered-  by  certain  accidents,  or  events,  which 
the  parents  commit  to  memory.  A  Moor  very  naturally  fays,  he  was  born  in  the 
dry  dimmer,  the  wet  winter,  or  mentions  any  other  fimilar  accident. 

The  reigning  emperor  was  at  Mecca,  in  1727,  when  Muley  Iffimael  died  j  he 
was  not  then  married,  and,  as  he  has  always  perfectly  remembered  this  journey,  it 
*nay  well  be  fuppofed  he  was  at.  that  time  about  fixtern  or  eighteen,  and  that  he 
muff  have  been  born  in  or  near  the  year  1710.  This  is  the  mode  I  have  taken  to 
calculate  his  age,  in  which  I  am  confirmed  by  the  cldeft  people  in  the  counti'v. 

his 
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his  forces,  Sidi  Mahomet  has  alfo 
"built  towns  and  fortreffes,  mofques, 
and  public  markets,  exclufive  of  his 
palaces,  which  he  has  embellished . 
He  likewife  purcliafed  in  Malta  and 
the  Italian  States,  numerous  Maho¬ 
metan  Saves,  in  1782,  the  greateft 
part  of  whom  were  not  his  Subjects  ; 
and  he  has  further  fent  to  Constan¬ 
tinople,  in  1784,  more  than  four  mil¬ 
lion  of  livres  (or  a  hundred  and  fix- 
ty-fix  thoufand  pounds)  which  it  is 
fuppofed  he,  out  of  refpedt  to  his  re¬ 
ligion,  either  appropriated  to  the 
temple  of  Mecca,  or  the  defence  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  for  which 
knowing  the  ambition  of  its  neigh¬ 
bours,  he  feems  to  have  fome 
fears. 

Covetous  as  he  appears  to  have 
been  of  wealth,  Sidi  Mahomet  will 
leave  little  to  pofterity,  except  thefe 
monuments  of  his  devotion,  his  cha¬ 
rity,  and  his  precaution.  More  hu¬ 
mane,  more  acceSible,  and  lefs  exi¬ 
gent  than  his  anceSors,  Sidi  Maho¬ 
met  has  ever  treated  the  Chriftians, 

-  whom  the  fate  of  war  has  put  into 
his  power,  with  compaSion,  and  on 
fome  among  them  he  has  beSowed 
marks  of  his  confidence.  After  the 
taking  of  Mazagan,  he  fent  thir¬ 
ty-eight  Saves  to  the  grand  maSer  of 
the  knights  of  Malta,  who  were  fub- 
jedts  of  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcanv, 
and  the  grand  mafter  returned  a  like 
number  of  Moors. 

Quick  and  penetrating,  this  em¬ 
peror  has  often  made  very  juS  ob¬ 
servations  on  the  characters  of  na¬ 
tions,  judging  by  the  Saves  whom 
he  had  in  his  poSeSion,  and  who 
happened  to  be  about  his  perfon. 
perceiving  how  active  the  French 
were  in  their  labours,  he  chofe  them 
in  preference  for  the  execution  of 
any  fudden  project ;  obferving,  at 
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the  fame  time,  that  they  were  refl- 
lefs  and  turbulent,  he  held  it  necef- 
fary  they  fhould  be  employed,  that 
they  might  neither  quarrel  among 
themfelves  nor  with  the  other  Saves. 
It  cannot  be  faid  that,  under  his  go¬ 
vernment,  Saves  have  been  worked 
to  excefs  ;  it  will  likewife  be  perceiv¬ 
ed,  that  monarchs,  who  number  the 
ranfom  of  Saves  as  one  part  of  their 
revenues,  have  an  intereft  in  their 
prefervation. 

During  thirty  years  that  Sidi  Ma¬ 
homet  has  fat  on  the  throne,  his 
reign  has  been  happy.  It  would  be 
rafh  to  prophefy  what  Shall  happen 
after  his  death  :  although  it  be  true 
that  fimilar  caufes  will  produce  fimi- 
lar  effedts,  we  limit  not  always  judge 
of  the  future  by  the  pail ;  the  fmall- 
eft  difference  of  circumftances,  either 
in  the  times,  or  the  characters  of 
thofe  men  who  head  infurredtions, 
will  change  the  ilate  of  things,  and 
decide  on  the  deitiny  of  nations. 
Neverthelefs,  when  we  behold  in 
Morocco  a  multitude  of  princes,  each 
deiirous  of  governing,  each  having 
nearly  an  equal  claim  to  govern,  it 
Should  Seem  that  like  diffentions  may 
well  again  be  feared,  and  like  revolu¬ 
tions  to  thofe  which,  under  preceding 
reigns,  fo  often  have  rent  this  empire. 

The  fucceSion  is  not  fixed  in  Mo¬ 
rocco,  either  by  law  or  cuftom,  but 
depends  entirely  on  concurring  ac¬ 
cidents.  It  is  well  underSood,  a- 
mong  the  Moors,  that  the  eldeil  fon 
ought  to  inherit  the  crown,  becaufe 
that  his  experience  renders  him  the 
moil  proper  to  govern  $  but,  as 
there  is  no  determinate  law  on  this 
head,  and  as  there  is  neither  divan 
nor  council  in  the  empire  to  deli¬ 
berate  on  affairs  of  flate,  the  elec-r 
tion  of  the  emperor  depends  entirely 
on  chance,  on  the  character  of  the 

candidates* 
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candidates,  the  opinion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  influence  of  the  foldiery,  the 
i'upport  ot  the  provinces,  and  mod 
particularly  on  the  poileflion  of  the 
trealury.  He  who  has  money  may 
have  foldiers,  and  he  who  has  fol- 
diers  can  make  himfelf  feared. 

We  have  feen  that,  under  Muley 
Abdallah,  one  province  and  one 
faction  would  ele£t  this  fovereign, 
another  that ;  and  like  anarchy  may 
well  be  expected,  whenever  there 
are  a  great  number  of  candidates 
for  the  throne;  at  leaft,  unlefs  the 
governors  of  provinces  ihould  all 
unite  to  protect  one  alone.  This  is 
a  thing  moil  difficult  to  be  accom- 
pliihed,  among  the  Moors,  where 
men  do  nothing,  and  where  Provi¬ 
dence  regulates  all. 

Of  ten  or  twelve  male  children, 
to  whom  the  emperor  is  father,  there 
are  feveral  who  are  capable  of  go¬ 
vernment  ;  nor  can  I  doubt  but 
that,  informed  as  they  mult  be  of 
former  revolutions,  they  all  afpire 
with  equal  confidence  to  that  crown 
to  which  birth,  the  voice  of  the 
people,  or  a  concatenation  of  inci¬ 
dents,  may  give  each  an  equal 
right.” 


Some  Account  of  the  Drefs  and  Man¬ 
ners  of  the  IVornen  of  the  Cities  of 
Morrocco. — From  the  fame . 

**  f  ||  "^HE  Moorifli  women  feldom 
leave  the  houfe,  £nd  always 
veiled.  The  old  very  carefully  hide 
their  faces,  but  the  yoyng  and  hand- 
fome  are  fomewhat  more  indulgent  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  toward  foreigners,  for 
they  are  exceedingly  cautious  with 
the  Moors.  Being  veiled,  their 
hufbands  do  not  know  them  in  the 
ftreet,  and  it  is  even  impolite  to 
endeavour  to  fee  the  faces  of  the 
Vol.  XXXI. 
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women  who  pafs,  fo  different  are  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  nations. 

There  are  very  fine  women  found 
among  the  Moors,  efpecially  up  the 
country  ;  thofe  of  the  northern  parts 
by  no  means  poffefs  the  fame  degree 
of  grace  and  beauty :  it  would  be 
difficult  to  give  any  phyfical  reafon 
for  this  difference  •  tranfmigrations 
have  continually  happened  among 
the  different  tribes  of  the  empire, 
of  whofe  defeent  and  origin  we  are 
ignorant.  Thefe  tribes  marry  only 
with  thofe  of  their  own  tribe,  by 
which  they  are  preferved  without 
intermixture. 

As  females  in  warm  countries 
fooner  arrive  at  puberty,  they  are 
alfo  fooner  old  ;  and  this,  perhaps, 
may  be  the  reafon  why  polygamy 
has  been  generally  adopted  in  fucli 
climates.  Women  there  fooner  lofe 
the  charms  of  youth,  while  men  ftill 
prefer ve  their  paflions,  and  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  nature. 

The  Moorifh  women  are  not  in 
general  very  referved.  Climate  has 
a  vafl:  influence  on  the  temperament 
of  the  body  ;  and  licentioufnefs  is 
there  more  general  and  lefs  reftrain- 
ed,  though,  as  in  other  places,  its 
diforderly  pleafures  incur  its  at¬ 
tendant  pains  ;  not  but  that  the  dif- 
eafe  attending  illicit  amours  is  lefs 
poifonous,  and  flower  in  its  operas 
tions,  among  the  Moors,  than  in 
Europe,  becaufe  of  the  heat*  of  the 
climate,  and  the  great  temperance 
of  their  mode  of  living. 

The  women  of  the  fouth  are  in 
general  the  handfqmeft,  and  are  faid 
to  be  Sq  refprved,  or  fo  guarded, 
that  their  very  relations  do  not  enter 

their  houfes,  por  their  tents.  Yet,' 
fuch  is  the  contradictory  cuftom  of 
nations,  that  there  are  tribes,  in 
thefe  fame  province?,  among  whom 
it  is  held  to  be  an  add  of  hofpitality 
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o  prefent  a  woman  to  a  traveller. 
It  may  be,  there  are  women  who 
dedicate  themselves  to  this  fpecies 
of  devotion  as  to  an  act  ot  benevo¬ 
lence,  for  it  is  impoilible  to  defcribe 
all  the  varieties  of  opinion  among 
men,  or  the  whims  to  which  the  hu¬ 
man  fancy  is  fubject. 

The  Moonlit  women  who  live  in 
cities  are,  as  in  other  nations,  more 
addicted  to  fhetv  and  finery  in  drefs 
than  thole  of  the  country ;  but,  as 
they  generally  leave  the  houie  only 
one  day  in  the  week,  they  feldom 
d’refs  tliemfelves.  Not  allowed  to 
receive  male  vilitors,  they  remain 
in  their  houfes  .employed  in  their 
families,  aud  io  totally  in  difhabille, 
that  they  often  wear  only  a  Ihiit, 
and  another  coarfer  fhift  over  the 
film,  tied  round  their  waift,  with 
their  hair  plaited,  and  fometimes 
with,  though  oiten  without  a  cap. 

When  drolled,  they  wear  an  am¬ 
ple  and  fine  linen  ilnft,  the  bofom 
embroidered  in  gold  ;  a  rich  caftan 
of  cloth,  fluff,  or  velvet,  worked  in 
gold  ;  and  one  or  two  folds  of 
gauze,  flreafced  with  gold  and  iilk, 
round  the  head,  and  tied  behind  fo 
as  that  the  fringes,  intermingled 
with  their  treites,  defeend  as  low . as 
the  waiib  ;  to  which  fome  add  a  rib¬ 
band  of  about  two  inches  broad, 
worked  in  gold  or  pearls,  that  en¬ 
circles  the  forehead  in  form  of  a 
diadem.  Their  :  caftan  is  bound 
3'ound  their  waift  by  a  crimfon  velvet 
girdle,  embroidered  in  gold,  with 
a  buckle  of  gold  or  iilvef,  or  elfe  a 
girdle  of  tamboured  fluff],  manufac¬ 
tured  at  Fez.  "• 

The  women  have  yellow  flippers, 
and  a  cufton .  of  wearing  a  kind  of 
flocking  of  tine  cloth  foniewhat  large 
which  is  tied  below  the  knee  and  at 
the  ancle,  over  which  it  falls  in 
folds.  This  flocking  is  lefs  calcu¬ 


lated  to  Drew  what  we  call  a  hand- 
fome  leg,  than  to  make  it  appear 
thick  ;  for  to  be  fat  is  one  of  the 
rules  of  beauty  among  the  Moorifh 
women.  To  obtain  this  quality* 
they  take  infinite  pains,  feed  when 
they  become  nubile  on  a  diet  fome- 
wliat  like  forced-meat  balls,  a  cer¬ 
tain  quantity  of  which  is  given  them 
daily  ;  and,  in  fine,  the  fame  care 
is  taken  among  the  Moors  to  fatten 
young  women,  as  is  in  Europe  to 
fatten  fowls.  The  reafon  of  a  cuf- 
tom  like  this  may  be  found  in  the 
nature  of  the  climate,  and  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  aliments,  which  make  the 
people  naturally  meagre.  Our  Hea¬ 
der  waifts  and  fine-turned  ancles 
would  be  imperfections  in  this  part 
of  Africa,  and,  perhaps,  over  all  that, 
quarter  of  the  globe  }  fo  great  is  the 
contrail  of  tafle,  and  fo  various  the 
pre  judices  of  nations, 

The  Moors  prefent  their  wives 
with  jewels  of  gold,  filver,  or  pearl, 
but  very  few  wear  precious  Hones  $ 
this  is  a  luxury,  of  which  they  have 
little  knowledge.  They  have  rings 
in  filver  or  gold,  alfo  ear-rings  in 
the  form  of  a  crefeent,  five  inches  in 
circumference,  and  as  thick  as  the 
end  of  the  little  finger.  They  fir  ft 
pierce  their  ears,  and  introduce,  a 
fmall  roll  of  paper,  which  they  daily 
increafe  in  thicknefs,  till  at  length 
they  infert  the  kernal  of  the  date, 
which  is  equal  in  lize  to  the  ear-ring. 

They  wear  bracelets  in  gold  and 
folid  filver,  and  filver  rings  at  the 
bottom  of  their  legs,  fome  of  which 
I  have  feen  confiderably  heavy. 
There  are  youths  among  the  fharifs, 
dr  nobility,  who  wear  at  one  ear  a 
gold  or  filver  ring  from  four  to  five 
inches  in  circumference  •  but  this 
cuftom  is  more  general  among  the 
black  (laves  belonging  to  people  of 
fome  diftin&ion. 
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All  thefe  trinkets,  which  the  wo¬ 
men  are  exceedingly  delirous  to  ob¬ 
tain,  were  originally  figns  of  flavery, 
which  men,  to  render  its  yoke 
more  fufferable,  have  thus  infenfibly 
changed  to  ornaments.  Europe  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  tokens  of  dependence 
from  Afia,  embelliflied  them  with  all 
the  riches  of  nature,  and  the  deco¬ 
rations  of  art,  till  at  length  ear-rings 
and  'bracelets,  firft  worn  as  badges 
of  fervitude,  are  now  become  the 
paraphernalia  of  the  empire  of 
beauty. 

The  life  of  white  paint  is  un¬ 
known  among  the  Moorifli  women, 
and  that  of  red  but  little.  It  is 
much  more  common  to  fee  them  dye 
their  eyebrows  and  eyelalhes  ;  which 
dye  does  not  add  to  the  beauty  of 
the  countenance,  but  confiderably  to 
the  fire  of  the  eyes.  They  trace 
regular  figures  with  henna,  of  a 
faffron  colour,  on  their  feet,  the 
palm  of  the  hand,  and  the  tip  of 
their  fingers. 

On  their  vifiting  day,  they  wrap 
themfelves  in  a  clean  fine  haick, 
which  comes  over  the  head,  and 
furrounds  the  face  fo  as  to  let  them 
fee  without  being  feen.  When  they 
travel,  they  wear  ftraw  hats  to  keep 
off  the  fun,  and  in  fome  parts  of  the 
empire  the  women  wear  hats  on 
their  vifits,  which  is  a  fafhion  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  tribes  coming  from  the 
fouth,  who  have  preferved  their  cuf- 
toms,  for  the  Moors  do  not  change 
modes  they  have  once  adopted*. 
They  are  in  no  wife  fufceptible  of 
that  continual  change  of  fafhion  fo 
fimdied  and  fo  rapid  in  Europe,  and 
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which,  particularly  in  France,  is  be¬ 
come  fo  vaft  an  objc£f>  more  bur- 
thenfome,  perhaps,  than  ufeful,  of 
induftry  and  intercourfe  / 


A  general  Vienv  of  the  Character  of 
the  Chinefe. — From  the  Trunca¬ 
tion  of  Abbe  Grofier’s  Dejcrigthn 
of  China. 

«  N  E  muff  have  been  eotem- 
porary  with  the  ancient 
Chinefe,  to  be  able  to  fpeak  witn 
any  certainty  of  their  primitive 
character.  That  which  they  have 
at  prefent,  has  been  acquired,  it  is 
the  fruit  of  long  difcipline,  and  of 
four  thoufand  years  habitude.  Mon¬ 
taigne  has  faid,  that  cuftotn  becomes 
a  fecond  nature  ;  it  is  at  leaft  cer¬ 
tain,  that  it  impairs  and^  greatly 
corrupts  the  firfl.  The  following 
we  confider  as  a  finking  example. 
If  we  take  a  furvey  of  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  provinces  of  France,  we  fhall 
find  in  each  particular,  features  and 
marks  of  character,  which  diftin- 
guifli  their  various  inhabitants,  and 
which  even  point  out  their  difference 
of  origin.  It  would  be  in  vain  to 
expert  any  information  of  this  kind 
from  rank  or  dignity.  If,  in  the 
like  manner,  we  cad;  our  eye  over 
the  Chinefe  empire,  a  perfect  uni¬ 
formity  will  beobferved  in  the  whole, 
and  all  will  appear  to  have  beert 
calf  in  the  fame  mould.  Hence  it 
happens  that  the  Chinefe,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  are  a  mild  and  affable  people ; 
polite  even  to  excefs ;  eircumlpe£t 
in  all  their  actions,  and  always  at- 


*  The  hat  is  common  to  men  and  women  among  the  Moors  who  travel,  and  the 
culloip  of  wearing  it  came  from  Africa  to  Europe.  The  Spaniards,  becanfeof  ill* 
heat  of  their  climate,  fill],  as  much  as  they  can,  wear  it  flapped,  and  have  called  it 
fombrero,  or  fhady.  The  French  gave  it  the  name  of  chapeau,  becaufe.it  lupplied 
the  ufe  of  the  cape  or  hood  of  their  ancient  drefs,  which  they  called  chapel. 

C  2  tend  ye 
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tentive  to  weigh  the  confequences 
of  every  thing  they  are  about  to  at¬ 
tempt  ;  more  careful  not  to  expofe 
their  prudence  to  danger,  than  to 
preferve  their  reputation  ;  as  fufpi- 
cious  of  ft  rangers,  -as  they  are  ready 
to  take  advantage  of  them  ;  too 
much  prepoflefted  with  q  notion  of 
their  own  importance,  to  be  fenftble 
of  their  defers,  and  entertaining  too 
high  ideas  of  the4r  own  knowledge, 
to  feek  for  instruction  from  others. 
We  muft  conftder  this  nation  as  an  an¬ 
cient  monument,  refpeCtable  by  its 
duration  ;  admirable  in  forne  of  its 
parts,  defective  in  others  $  the  im¬ 
mutable  ftability  of  which  has,  how¬ 
ever,  been  attefted  by  a  duration  ot 
four  thouland  years. 

This  bafe,  fo  folid,  is  fupported 
by  one  ftngle  pillar  ;  that  progref- 
iive  fubmiflion,  which  rifes  gradu¬ 
ally  from  the  bofom  of  a  family, 
even  to  the  throne.  In  other  re- 
fpeCts,  the  Cliinefe  have  their  paf- 
flons  and  caprices,  which  even  the 
law  does  not  always  attempt  to  re- 
prefs.  They  are  naturally  litigious, 
and  in  China,  as  well  as  in  other 
countries,  a  man  may,  if  he  choofes, 
ruin  himfelf  by  too  often  giving  em- 
ployment  to  the  tribunals.  They  are 
fond  of  money,  and  what  in  France 
or  England  would  be  accounted  u- 
fury,  is  only  a  retribution,  autho- 
rifed  in  China.  A  Chinefe  is  vin¬ 
dictive,  though  not  fond  of  purfuing 
'violent  means  to  fatiate  his  revenge  ; 
thefe  are  prohibited,  but  he  gene¬ 
rally  gains  his  end  by  craftinefi?  or’ 
ftratagem,  and  confequently  with 
impunity.  Great  crimes  are  very 
uncommon  among  the  Chinefe,  vices 
much  lefs  fo,  and  the  law  neither 
fearches  after  nor  punifhes  them, 
but  when  they  offend  againft,  and 
yiolate  public  decency.  __ 

The  manners  of  the  T  artars, 


who  fubdued  China,  differ  confided 
ably  from  thofe  of  the  conquered 
nation.  They  have  borrowed  its 
cuftoms,  but  they  ftill  retain  their 
original  character.  A  Tartar  is 
obliging  and  liberal,  an  enemy  to 
every  lpecies  of  diftimulation,  and 
more  deftrous  of  enjoying  his  for¬ 
tune  than  of  increafmg  it.  In  all 
affairs,  even  in  thofe  of  the  cabi¬ 
net,  he  difeovers  a  penetration  and 
acutenefs  whjch  greatly  leflen  their 
difficulties  ;  and  in  tranfaftions  of 
fmaller  moment,  he  difplays  that 
expeditious  activity  which  may  be 
juftly  called  the  fopl  of  bufmefs. 
His  ready  and  quick  judgment  ac- 
compliflies  its  purppfe  better,  and 
more  in  feafon,  than  the  profound 
and  flow  meditation  of  the  Chinefe. 
In  a  word,  the  fuperiority  which  the 
Tartars  have  over  the  Chinefe  in 
point  of  arms,  is  not  the  only  thing 
which  diftingpiilies  them  ;  they  can 
even  difpute  the  prize  with  them  iq 
other  relpeCts, 

But  if  we  are  defirous  of  finding^ 
among  the  Chinefe,  opennefs  of 
temper,  benevolence,  friendfhip, 
and,  laftly,  virtue,  we  muft  not  feek 
for  it  in  cities,  but  in  the  bofom  of 
the  country,  among  that  clafs  of  men 
who  have  devoted  themfelves  to  la¬ 
bour  and  agriculture.  A  Chinefp 
ruftic  often  difeovers  moral  qualities, 
which  would  add  a  luftre  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  men  of  the  molt  axalt.ed 
rank,  It  appears  that  rural  life 
naturally  infpires  fentiments  of  be¬ 
nevolence;  by  continually  receiv¬ 
ing  the  gifts  of  nature,  the  mind 
is  enlarged,  and  men  are  infenfibly 
accuftomed  to  diffufe  them  to  thorn 
around  them.  In  fliort,  one  muft 
have  very  little  knowledge  of  the 
Cliinefe  annals,  to  be  ignorant  that 
China  has  produced  great  men  of 
everv  kind,  and  taken  tropi  all  clafi- 


CHARACTERS. 


fes.  Thefe  people,  indeed,  fuch 
as  they  exift  at  prefent,  are,  to  every 
other  nation  of  the  earth,  the  moft 
curious  monument  that  has  beer? 
handed  down  to  us  by  the  remote!! 
antiquity.” 


Obferuations  on  the  Charafter  and 
National  Thajle  of  the  French.— 
From  Letters  from  Barbary,  France, 
Spain,  Portugal,  &c.  By  an  Eng- 
li/h  Officer. 

**  /"T"\0  draw  the  French  charac- 
^  ter  with  the  juft  ice  and  pre- 
cifioii  I  could  with,  would  require 
more  penetration  and  labour  than  I 
can  claim,  or  have  leifure  to  beftow. 
I  mean  to  give  you  only  a  few  of 
the  ftriking  features  as  I  pafs,.  and  to 
deal  more  in  blemiflies  than  in  beau¬ 
ties.  ,  , 

When  We  travellers  can  be  honeft 
enough  to  give  you  things  as  they 
ftrike  us  at  light,  I  fear  that  the  faults 
will  always  ftand  firft.  The  foibles 
and  defers  of  this  people  muft  make 
the  firft  and  ftrongeft  impreffioh.  1 
believe  there  is  no  great  danger  of 
the  two  nations  foon  becoming  very 
fond  6f  each  other.  The  one  va-* 
lues  itfelf  on  the  kinds  of  merit 
which  are  neither  efteemed  nor  want¬ 
ed  by  the  other...  The  French  muft 
defpife  the  Ertglijlt  folid  fenfe,  and 
independent  fpirit,  perhaps  as  muft 
as  we  do  their  efprityi  graces ,  agree¬ 
ments.-  They  muft  diflike  our  fullen, 
proud,  awkward  manner,  as  much  as 
we  do  their  conceit,  vanity,*— leur 
Trmnieres  a<ijantageufesy  Venule  de  fe 
faire  ualoir,  leur  fatuitf  &c.  It  re¬ 
quires  fome  time  to  difcover,  through 
their  politenefs,  how  much  they  dif¬ 
like  us. 

Yet,  if  it  were  not  for  a  war  now 
and  then,  I  fhould  fear  our  aftitai- 
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lating  too  much  towards  thefe  our 
agreeable  neighbours,  and  our  meet¬ 
ing  them  more  than  half-way. 
Though  few  of  them  will  probably 
ever  have  good  fenfe  enough  to  be 
much  pleafed  with  ours  ;  many  of 
us  are  apt  to  have  good-nature 
enough  to  like  both  their  manner 
and  their  manners,  leur  franc  hijey 
leur  babily  and  many  other  lefs  im¬ 
portant  agreeable  nothings  about 
them. 

They  may  hate  us,  while  we  de- 
fpifed  them,  and  contempt  may  be 
full  as  powerful  in  its  effects  as  ha¬ 
tred.  Yet,  I  believe,  we  fhall  ge¬ 
nerally  find  many  more  Englifii  in 
France,  than  French  in  England. 
Perhaps  fome  of  us  come  here  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  rid  of  our  ill-humour,  or 
to  vent  it  on  them,  like  thofe  who 
keep  an  humble  dependant  to  fcold 
at.  Although  we  may  reciprocally 
improve  by  intercmirfe,  and  it  might 
be  better  for  mankind  were  nations 
to  mix  more  with  each  other,  yet  one 
would  with  each  to  retain  their  na¬ 
tive  character,— --that  national  (lamp 
which  difcriminates  it  from  the  reft. 
In  order  to  this,  it  may  be  well  to 
dwell  on  the  faults  we  would  wiiK 
to  avoid.  1  fhall  therefore  go  on  as 
at  firft  propofed,  picking  up  a  few  of* 
them  en  paffant. 

Though  the  national  or  prevailing 
character  here,  like  that  of  other 
human  beings,  is  mixed,  and  made 
up  of  good,  bad,  and  indifferent 
qualities  ;  yet  fucli  parts  predomi¬ 
nate,  as  make  the  compofition  of  a 
Frenchman  very  diftmguifhable  from 
that  of  any  other: — but  tor  know  him, 
you  muft  live  with  him  ;  reading 
about  him  is  infufficient.  You  will 
find,  for  example,  quit  ne  fe  fuffit 
pas  a  lui  memey  but  lives  by  the 
breath  and  opinion  of  others  more 
than  on  his  own. 

"Fie 
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He  will  facrifice  every'other  com¬ 
fort  of  life  to  the  ornament  of  his 
perion.  The  lodging  of  a  very  fine 
petit  maitre  here,  is  often  too  mean 
and  dirty  for  a  taylor’s  journeyman 
with  you. 

In  them,  all  is  borrowed,  fojlicht , 
and  very  little  natural ;  Us  <veulent 
toujour  repre (enter ■ — their  life  is  a 
mere  parade.  Yet  they  only  copy 
from  each  other  (ties  mutoniersj , 
while  we  are  always  flying  off  into 
Angularity,  hunting  after  nature  or 
reality,  but  perhaps  with  lefs  fuc- 
cefs  in  our  attempts  than  they  in 
theirs. 

They  feetii  ever  changing,  but  are 
Hill  the  fame.  It  is  only  w£  that 
f  eally  change,  with  all  our  apparent 
fteadinefs  and  gravity. 

The  Frenchman,  though  fociably 
difpofed,  with  all  that  enviable  gaiete 
de  cceur ,  and  affected  goodnefs  and 
confiderati'on  for  others  •  yet  is  he 
is  not  in  the  habit  of  doing  any  thing 
tflential  for  the  public,  and  but  lit¬ 
tle  for  his  neighbour,  and  it  is,  per¬ 
haps,  the  lot  of  that  kind  of  vivaci¬ 
ty  and  flow  of  fpirits,  to  be  capable 
of  but  little  feeling  or  humanity  ;  he 
is  probably,  on  the  whole,  therefore 
a  more  felfifh  being  than  the  fulky 
SngUykman.  I  think  I  fee  here,  in¬ 
stances  of  the  felfifh  prevailing  over 
the  friendly  qualities,  rather  more 
than  with  us  -  — the  ceconomical,  or 
parfimonious,  over  the  generous,— 
the  cruefand  unfeeling  over  the  hu¬ 
mane,' — letourderie  over  fentiment,— 
a  falfe  tafte,  or  gout  pojliche\  over 
that  of  nature.  BeAdes  particular 
inftances,  one  fees  it  in  generali¬ 
sts  in  the  feverity,  and  negligent 
compofition  of  feme  laws,  and  in  the 
mode  of  execution  in  the  general 
preference  given  to  life-rents  Over  any 
fixed  future  provlfion  for  pofterity, 
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or  relations.  Perhaps  we  might  iff* 
fer  fome  want  of  feeling  or  human h 
ty,  from  their  want  of  tafte  for  the 
mnple  beauty  of  nature  and  of  acti¬ 
on  ;  and  we  may  perceive,  in  th« 
different  degrees  of  art,  paffion,  or 
mufic,  that  they  feel  nothing,  till  the 
exprefllon  is  carried  to  an  outrageous 
and  vulgar  extreme,  certainly  beyond 
our  line  of  beauty.  But  they  like  it, 
and  that  is  a  fhort  and  fufficiefit  an- 
fwer  to  all  our  objections.  It  is  need- 
lefs  to  difpute  about  tafte.  W  hile 
they  can  relifh  only  thole  degrees  of 
violence  and  exprefllon,  they  may 
laugh  at  our  criticifms. 

The  degree  of  expreffidn  In  all  the 
arts  muft  be  tempered  to  the  tone 
of  mind  of  the  fpeCtators,  more  than 
to  the  true  nature  of  the  pafllon  to  be 
exprefled.  Itt  a  ftate  of  eafe  and 
tranquillity,  a  refined  audience  wiB 
not  readily  admit  of  the  violence  of 
real  paflion,  nor  of  any  of  its  diftor- 
tions,  beyond  a  certain  limit  of  the 
graceful  and  temperate.  This  limit 
may  be  extended,  but  fliould  never 
be  broken,  by  previoufly  warming  up 
the  mind  by  fucceflive  or  accumulat¬ 
ing  impreflions.  The  French  will 
never  probably  underftand  the  natural 
repofe  of  true  and  graceful  dignity. 

Without  the  conftant  force  of  feme 
foreign  aid  and  intercourfe,  national 
character  and  tafte  muft  perhaps  ge¬ 
nerally  revert  into  fome  confined 
traCt  or  circle.  And  when  national 
pride,  conceit,  and  ignorance,  are 
planted,  they  readily  fpread,  and 
fend,  like  other  evils,  to  perpetuate 
themfelves. 

Though  many  of  the  French  are 
riWW  liberal,  and  willing  enough  to 
get  rid  of  the  fllackles  of  nationali¬ 
ty  in  tafte  and  character  ;  yet,  after 
a  certain  age,  it  is  perhaps  more 
imoraCticablc  with  them,  than  with 
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thofe  of  any  other  nation,  to  fuc- 
ceed.  Some  of  them  fatirize  and 
abufe  their  own  nation,  and  praife 
others  affeCt  to  extol  the  Ital- 
lian  Ichool  in  painting  and  muhc  ; — 
imitate  Engiiih  manners  ;  and  all  the 
while  remain  mere  Frenchmen.  In 
order  to  change  or  improve  their  tafte, 
they  would  have  to  combat  many 
inveterate  habits*  of  which  they  are 
not  aware  ;  and  the  caufes  of  their 
peculiarities  they  themfelves  are  un¬ 
fit  to  inveftigate.  In  fhort,  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  us  a  different  fpecies,  une 
race  apart ;  this  they  forget,  or /lever 
perceive.  Their  authors  talk  of  man 
and  woman,  and  fancy  they  fpeak 
generally  of  the  whole  race,  and 
know  not  that  they  fpeak  only  of 
French  men  and  women  ;  fancying 
all  the  world  like  themfelves  ;  for¬ 
getting  that  French  nature  is  not  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  that  few  of  their 
qualities  are  common  to  the  fpecies. 
Only  a  chofen  few  of  them  feem  to 
have  any  minds ,  the  reft  have  only 
fettfes :  nor  can  I  yet  find  any  one 
term  in  their  language  to  exprefs 
what  I  here  mean  by  mind.  Even 
their  fenfes  appear  to  us  defective, 
or  different  from  ours,  as  if  too  quick 
and  too  weak  $  they  can  perceive 
only  certain  things  and  diftances  : 
though  more  lively,  and  perhaps  fen* 
fible  of  fame  .things  which  efcape 
us,  yet  I  think  we  have  many  precep- 
tions  which  they  overlook,  or  do  not 
reach.  Unfit  for  meditation,  in  the 
cxercife  or  agitation  of  the  fenfes 
confifts  their  chief  happinefs,  and  ' 
particularly  in  that  of  the  fight ; 
they  are  all  eyes,  and  can  facrifice 
real  comforts  to  pleafe  that  fenfe; 
W  hen  that  agitation  ceafes.  Us  s’en- 
durment  ou  s'  ennuyent  d  la  mort. 

'  The  numerous  clergy  and  mili¬ 
tary  form  the.  life  of  facie ty  in 
France,  and,  together  with  the  la- 
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dies,  affume  the  direction  of  every 
thing.  The  female  graces,  and  fa¬ 
cility  of  exprefiion,  are  as  remarka¬ 
ble  as  their  influence.  I  think  you 
will  find  vanity  the  universal*  or  rul¬ 
ing  paffion  here.”  ‘ 


Wit ,  Mariners,  Char  a  tier,  and  Fajle 
of  the  Spaniards. — From  the  fame . 

u  ?  M  A  H  E  Spaniards  in  general, 
and  the  Andaliifians  in  par¬ 
ticular,  with  imaginations  fo  warm 
and  fertile,  have  a  powerful  tafte 
and  difpofition  for  wit,  and  many 
of  both  fexes  are  great  adepts  in 
that  way  :  with  the  moft  compofed 
and  fteady  countenance  they  will 
long  keep  the  table  in  a  roar,  and 
ane  infinitely  amufing :  but  as  is 
ufual  with  warm  and  impetuous 
fancy,  there  is  often  a  want  of  deli¬ 
cacy,  of  found  tafte,  and  judgment: 
they  attempt  and  relifti  all  fpecies  of 
wit,  and  often  prefer  the  lower  and 
coarfer  kinds  :  but  let  us  beware  of 
becoming  too  difficult  to  pleafe, 
which  we  Englifh,  I  believe,  often 
are  ;  we  may  refine  too  much,  and 
muft  lofe  by  beiitg  too  nice  and 
fqueamifli.  A  good  ftrong  appetite 
will  digeft  all  natural  food  *  and 
genuine  wit,  wffien  not  too  loathfome 
with  indecency,  flattery,  or  foured 
with  feverity,  ought  always  to  pleafe. 
ThO’  greatly  changed  and  Frenchi¬ 
fied  finee  their  Bourboi?  connections, 
they  have  not  yet  loft  all  thole  en- 
thufiaftic  and  romantic  notions  which 
once  diftinguifihed  and  railed  them, 
however,  ridiculoufly,  above  other 
mortals.  In  every  rank  we  yet  find 
fame  of  thofe  old  and  dignified  cha¬ 
racters,  with  a  certain  elevation  of 
foul,  and  many  lofty  ideas,  though 
accompanied  with  what  our  modem 

delicacy 
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delicacy  fnay  confider  as  a  ridiculous 
pride. 

Though  politically  they  are  now 
of  fmall  eonfideration,  except  in  their 
own  ideas,  arid  but  little  of  their 
former  national  greatnefs  or  charac¬ 
ter  may  remain,  befides  their  pride, 
yet  individually  the  country  Hill 
abounds  in  valuable  characters,  or 
rather  in  materials  of  which  fuch 
characters  may  be  readily  formed 
when  wanted.  We  meet  with  as 
excellent  and  amiable  qualities  of 
mind  as  in  the  moft  poliilied  and  en¬ 
lightened  nations  :  this  is  often,  I 
believe,  the  cafe  in  rude  and  mil- 
governed  countries  ;  virtues  arife  as 
they  are  wanted,  where  the  foil  and 
materials  are  good,  and  here  they 
Sire  excellent.  Wife  nature  feems 
felicitous  in  bringing  every  conditi¬ 
on  of  fociety  nearly  to  a  level  of  hap- 
pinefs.  If  you  live  any  time  among 
them,  you  will  meet  with  fouls  ca¬ 
pable  of  every  virtue,  but  may  ob¬ 
serve  how  few  occalions  or  motives 
there  are  to  praCtife  any,  in  this  Hate 
of  fociety  and  government.  They 
are  obvioully  made  for  generofity, 
probity,  magnanimity,  refolution, 
perfeverance,  and  ft  ill  retain  a  cer¬ 
tain  cool  and  habitual  equanimity  of 
temper  and  found  judgment,  which 
vre  find  in  no  other  nation,  joined  to 
fuch  warmth  of  heart  and  fancy. 
But,  even  on  this  foundation,  you 
will  too  often  find  a  ftruCture  of  vice 
and  ignorance;  efpecially  in  the  lower 
claifes,  degrees  of  indolence,  idle- 
nefs,  malevolence,  depravity  of  tafte 
and  difpofition,  which  exhibit  at 
once  to  view  the  powers  of  habit  and 
of  a  bad  government,  and  the  dregs 
or  ruins  of  a  moft  refpeCtable  nation¬ 
al  character.  The  Spaniards,  though 
naturally  deep  and  artful  politi¬ 
cians,.  have  ftill  fomething  fo  nobly 
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frank  and  honeft  in  their  dlfpofmcM, 
that  they  are  not,  I  think,  in  prcM- 
portion,  politically  infidious  or  trea-1 
cherous,  unlefs  the  French  make 
them  fo.  Of  the  modern  national 
characters,  I  am  inclined  to  place 
the  Spaniili  and  Englifli,  fo  nearly 
alike,  among  the  hrft.  I  believe 
there  is  likewife  fomething  rather 
fuperior  ftill  perceptible  in  the  mo¬ 
dern  Roman  character,  as  well  as  in 
their  language  and  manner ;  and 
alfo  in  the  Mahinotes,  or  modern 
Lacedaemonians,  and  in  the  Mace¬ 
donians. 

The  manners  of  the  politer  foei- 
eties  here,  and  of  the  higher  ranks, 
are  already  too  clofely  copied  from 
the  French,  who,  you  know,  are  not 
naturally  delicate  nor  fentimental, 
but  artificially  refined  by  falliion. 
By  means  of  the  ladies  in  Spain,  who 
readily  adopt  the  liberty  of  French 
manners,  which,  engrafted  on  -their 
own,  they  carry  beyond  the  original, 
this  nation  will  gradually  be  Frenchi¬ 
fied,  in  fpite  of  all  the  old  Dons  and 
ole  antipathies.  The  women  being, 
of  late,  admitted  to  more  freedom 
and  fociety,  and  at  a  period  of  loofe 
manners,  retaining  all  their  old  habits 
of  art  and  intrigue,  the  freedom  of 
intercourfe  between  the  fexes  will 
probably  be  carried  farther  here  than 
in  the  more  poliilied  countries,  whofe 
vices  they  have  acquired,  without 
paHing  through  the  fame  media  or  de¬ 
grees  of  civilization  and  arts  of  lux¬ 
ury.  Vice,  in  various  fhapes,  feems 
already  here  to  ftalk  forth  almoft 
naked  and  alone,  unreftrained  by 
habits  and  refinements,  which  elfe- 
where  grow  up  with  it.  All  leads 
to  a  coarfe  and  unadorned  kind  of 
materialifm  in  pleafure,  to  degrees 
of  depravity  and  fatiety,  in  which 
they  will  overtake  their  more  re- 
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fitted  neighbours,  who  began  the 
fame  career  fo  long  before  them. 
However,  the  fair  fex,  as  ufual,  are 
Hill  tar  more  refined  and  fentimental 
than  the  men,  and  as  they  are  gaining 
more  influence  in  fociety,  may  re¬ 
tard  or  regulate  the  progrefs  of  de¬ 
pravity.  Every  ftranger  who  ftays 
long  enough  to  underftand  them,  is 
captivated  with  the  fpirit,  grace, 
and  humour,  of  their  conversation. 
You  know  fomething  of  the  roman¬ 
tic  force  of  their  pafilons,  their 
ftrong  and  inviolable  attachments, 
efpecially  when  heightened  by  the 
difficulties  of  intrigue.  Though  the 
jealoufy  of  hulbands  feems  now  worn 
out  offafhion,  the  fpirit  of  it  is  pre- 
ferved  among  the  lovers,  and  love 
is  Hill  an  object  of  the  firft  import¬ 
ance  in  Spain.  Their  numerous 
love-fongs  have  Hill  many  graces, 
and,  though  tinged  with  the  hyper¬ 
bolical  falfe  tafte  of  the  times,  are 
often  highly  expreffive,  refined,  and 
laconic. 

There  are,  as  elfewhere,  more 
vices  in  their  fea-ports  and  capital 
towns,  than  in  the  reft  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  where  their  ancient  character 
and  diftinguifhing  manners  have  not 
yet  entirely  difappeared  ;  and  we 
Engliib  are  generally  pieafed  and 
proud  to  cheriib  and  to  reliibi  fuch 
remains,  in  oppofition  to  the  French  • 
while  they,  with  a  fneer  of  con¬ 
tempt,  defpife  both  the  Spaniards 
and  us  for  our  bad  tafte  in  not  pre¬ 
ferring  every  tiling  that  is  French  ; 
in  their  idea,  nous  ne  Jommes  que  des 
barb  ares  tous  les  deux 

Thefe  two  nations  are,  to  be  fure, 
as  opposite  in  almoft  every  thing  as 
nature  could  well  make  fuch  near 
Neighbours.  Even  the  adtuai  ftate 
and  tafte  of  female  beauty  is  widely 
different  in  the  two  countries.  After 
•bferying  the  prevalent  ftyle  of 
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beauty  in  France,  we  can  readily 
conceive,  that  Monfieur  cannot 
much  admire  that  of  this  nation  ; 
nor  relilli  or  comprehend  all  the 
numerous  Spanifti  graces  of  perfon' 
manner,  language,  nor  the  high  ex- 
prelfions  of  phyfiognomv,  fo  differ¬ 
ent  from,  and  I  think  far  fuperior 
to,  thofe  of  his  own  nation.  Among 
the  fine  faces  here,  confifting  of  fea¬ 
tures  generally  large  and  ftrongly 
expreffive,  he  finds  nothing  like  the 
little  round  or  rather  fquare  face, 
with  the  fnub  nofe  and  pigeon’s  eye 
which  is  the  ftyle  of  beauty  the  moll 
common  and  the  moft  efteemed  in 
France. 

Where  we  find  fuch  fine  abilities 
and  natural  good  fenfe,  joined  to  fo 
much  ignorance  and  falfe  tafte,  fuch 
loofe  manners  and  unreftrained  vices, 
with  great  inquifitorial  feverity  in 
religious  obfervances,  it  is  plain, 
that  the  church,  their  only  fchool, 
aims  not  at  the  improvement  of 
morals  or  of  learning,  but  at  power ; 
nay,  I  think  the  moft  fuperftitious 
nations  are  the  moft  wicked  and  de¬ 
bauched,  and  we  may  almoft  mea- 
fure  their  degrees  of  vice  by  the  ap¬ 
parent  ardour  ,pf  their  devotion. 
There  is,  perhaps,  more  probity, 
though  lefs  appearance  of  religion, 
in  London,  than  in  any  other  great 
town  in  Europe.” 


Char  after  of  the  Portuguefe. — from 
the  fame . 

“  TTEW  of  the  men,  though  often 
of  a  good  fquare  make  and 
aftive  appearance,  and  poftefting 
many  other  good  qualities  as  men 
and  foldicrs,  are  capable  of  any 
great  and  continued  exertions  of 
ftrengtfi,  refolution,  or  perfeverance, 
1  here  is  a  kind  of  female  levitv 

•  *'  f 

weaknefs. 
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weaknds,  and  fenfibility  of  charac¬ 
ter,  which  renders  them  more  fub- 
jett  to  hidden  fits  of  p  affirm  than  to 
lading  habits. — Peculiarly  difpofed 
to  love  and  devotion.;  with  more 
leuftbOity  than  wi  felon  1  ;  pocos  y  k~ 
€as-y  the  Spaniards  fay  of  them,  they 
refemble  the  French  in  many  ways, 
and  are  very  different  from  the  Spa¬ 
niards.  I  believe  we  rather  con¬ 
found  thefe  two  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions,  and  fancy  a  chata&er  of  both 
which  fiats  neither. 

Though  the  fame  kind  of  govern* 
ment  and  religion,  a  find  larky  of 
manners  and  opinions,  may  have 
brought  them  to  an  apparent  re- 
femblance  in  the  eyes  of  ftrangers ; 
yet  on  examination,  they  are  obvi- 
oufiy  of  a  different  race  and  cha¬ 
racter.  The  Portuguefe  is  naturally 
the  muff  docile  and  complaifant  of 
all  creatures,  and  the  Spaniard  the 
moil  obftinate  :  the  one  feems  to  be 
moved  by  a  kind  of  volatile  femi¬ 
nine  fpirit  of  fenfibility,  and  the 
other  by  one  of  a  nature  more  maf- 
culine,  ffeady,  obdurate,  and  de¬ 
termined;  the  one  obfequious,  obe¬ 
dient  viuy  rendido  hafta  derritirje  • 
his  manner  and  language  the  moil 
feeling  and  carbiofa }  generally  de¬ 
li  rous  to  pieafe,  ready  enough  to 
learn  and  receive  imprefiions,  and 
may  be  formed  to  what  you  defire  ; 
though,  by  turns,  equally  carelefs 
and  indolent,  weak,  changeable, 
fuperftitious,  he  forgets  fooner  than 
he  had  learned.  Whereas  the  Spa¬ 
niard  is  ever  the  fame  proud,  obfti¬ 
nate,  lazy,  but  manly  character,  and; 
will  not  eafily  receive  or  follow  any 
imprdfions  or  motives  but  his  own  ; 
by  his  religion  and  loyalty  he  has 
been  enilaVcd,  which  by  any  other 
means  would  have  been  very  diffi¬ 
cult :  with  a  high  fenfibility,  and  a 
determined  character,  he  may  be 
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led  to  be  vindictive  and  cruel ;  with 
ftrohg  nerves,  and  a  perfevering 
mind,  he  may  be  very  fit  for  a  def- 
perate  enterprife  and  conqUeft.  But 
as  fuch  qualities  are  not  now  the 
chief  requifites  in  the  character  of 
a  fbldier,  nor  fo  well  adapted  to  the 
ready  obedience  and  activity  of  mo¬ 
dern  difcipline^  I  would  perhaps 
now  rather  chufe  to  recruit  in  Por¬ 
tugal  than  in  Spain.  Indeed,  we 
have  lately  fieen  a  great  officer,  count 
de  la  Lippe,  form  a  very  good  little 
army  of  thefe  people,  in  lefs  time 
than  could  probably  have  been  done 
with  the  people  of  almoft  any  other 
nation.  But  they  will  foon  lofe  their 
beft  habits  and  difcipline,  if  the 
leaft  negieCted,  and  will  relapfe  into 
their  uiual  floth  and  indolence,  of 
which  there  is  already  too  much 
appearance :  already  fulled  to  fleepf 
by  falfe  policy  and  religion,  every 
thing  feems  now  negleCted  except 
the  church :  their  molt  devout  love- 
reigns  amule  them  with  religious 
proceffions,  with  building  convents, 
and  churches  *  while  the  army,  the 
garrifons,  the  navy,  are  all  neglec¬ 
ted,  and  half  the  commiffions  left 
vacant.  If  fuch  meafures  are  con¬ 
tinued,  they  cannot  long  be  fit  for 
war,  and  hence  not  very  long  a  na¬ 
tion. 

In  every  country  fomething  of 
importance  may  be  learned.  To 
follow  the  ideas  of  that  great  officer 
count  de  la  Lippe,  and  lee  what  lie 
did,  and  intended,  for  the  defence 
of  this  country,  would  be  one  of 
the  fineft  military  leffbns  you  could 
have.  You  ibould  fee  Elvas,  which 
lie  fortified,  and  examine  all  his  ex¬ 
cellent  ideas  of  fortification  and  ar¬ 
tillery  ;  his  fafe  flanks,  parapets, 
rTources,  carriages,  modes  of  ceco- 
nomifing  power  and  fpace,  of  mak¬ 
ing  powder ;  .  in  fhort,  his  excellent 

ideas 
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ideas  on  almod  every  military  fub- 
jetl:  and  then  his  general  plans  of 
defending  this  frontier,  and  of  at¬ 
tacking  Spain.” 


$  feci  totem  of  original  Anectlotes  of  Czar 
Peter  the  Great ;  *uoith  a  Letter 
of  the  Czar’s,  nvritten  immediately 
after  the  Battle  of  Pultowa. — From 
M.  Staehlin’s  original  Anecdotes  of 
Peter  the  Great,  collected  from  the 
Conk)  erf  at  ion  of  federal  Perfons  of 
Difiinhthn  at  Peterfburgh  and 

Mofcow. - N.  B.  At  the  Cone  lit- 

Jion  of  e'Vcry  Anecdote  is  the  Name 
of  the  Relator  of  it  to  M.  Sttehlin. 

Anecdote  r effecting  the  Czar’s  forging 
ivith  his  ctvn  Hands  a  Quantity  of 
Iron  in  Bar . 

U  the  Great,  defirous 

of  forming  ufeful  eftablilh- 
ments  in  his  dominions,  and  of  en¬ 
couraging  thofe  already  exidircg, 
vilited  the  different  workfhops  and 
manufactories  with  much  affiduity. 
Among  others  that  he  vifited  fre¬ 
quently,  were  the  forges  of  Muller 
at  Idia,  on  the  road  to  Kalouga,  at 
ninety  werlls  didance  from  Mofcow. 
He  once  paffed  a  whole  month  there 
during  which  time,  he  drank  chaly¬ 
beate  waters,-  and  after  having  gi¬ 
ven  due  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
die  date,  which  he  never  neglected, 
he  amufed  himfelf  not  only  with  fee¬ 
ing  and  examining  every  thing  in 
the  mod  minute  manner,  but  alfo 
with  putting  his  hand  to  the  work, 
and  learning  the  buftnefs  of  a  black- 
imith.  He  (uccteded  fo  well,  that 
©nc  of  the  lad  days  of  this  excurfion 
he  forged  alone  eighteen  poods  or 
iron  (the  pood  is  equal  to  forty 
pounds)  and  put  Lis  envn -particular 
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mark  on  each  bar.  The  boyars  and 
other  noblemen  of  his  fuite  were 
obliged  to  blow  the  bellows,  to  ftir 
the  fire,  to  carry  coals,  and  perform 
all  the  other  offices  of  journeymen 
blackfmiths. 

Some  days  after,  on  his  return  to 
Mofcow,  he  went  to  fee  V emer  Mul¬ 
ler,  bedowed  great  praife  on  his  ef- 
tabliihment,  and  affied  him  how 
much  he  gave  per  pood  for  iron  in 
bar,  furnifhed  by  a  mader  black- 
fmith.  “  Three  copecks  or  an  akin,” 
anfwered  Muller.  w  W ell  then,” 
faid  the  Czar,  “■  I  have  earned 
“  eighteen  akins,  and  am  come  to 
“  be  paid.”  Muller  immediately 
opened  his  bureau,  took  out  eiglr- 
teen  ducats,  and  counting  them  be¬ 
fore  the  prince,  “  It  is  the  lead,’* 
faid  he,  “  that  can  be  given  to  fuck 
“  a  workman  as  your  majedyT 
But  the  emperor  refiifed  them  r 
“  Take  again  your  ducats,”  faid  he, 

and  pay  me  the  ufual  price;  1 
“  have  worked  no  better-than  ano- 
“  ther  blackfmith  ;  and  this  will 
“  ferve  to  buy  me  a  pair  of  dioes, 
u  of  which  1  am  in  great  want.’* 
At  the  fame  time  his  majefty  ihowed 
him  thofe  he  wore,  which  had  al¬ 
ready  been  foled,  and  dood  in  need  of 
another  repair.  He  took  the  eigh¬ 
teen  akins,  went  directly  to  a  drop, 
bought  a  pair  of  ihoes,  and  took 
great  pleafure  in  Jhowing  them  ©n 
his  feet,  faying  to  thofe  who  were 
prefent ;  “  I  have  earned  them  well, 
“  by  the  fweat  of  my  brow,  with 
<i  hammer  and  anvil.” 

One  of  thefe  oars  of  iron  forged 
by  Petef  the  Great,  and  authenti¬ 
cated  by  Ills  mark,  is  ltill  to  be  fecn 
at  Iftia,  in  the  fame  forge  of  Mil¬ 
ler.  Allot  Ire  r,  forged  alio  with  his 
own  hand,  is  drown  in  the  cabinet 
of  the  Acaden^y  of  Sciences  at  Pe- 
terffiuTgh  :  but  this  hatter  was  forged 
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at  a  latef  period  at  Olonetz,  on  the 
lake  of  Ladoga. 

Peter  Muller,  fori  of  the  'above- 
mentioned  maftef  blackfmith. 


A  Jinking  Example  of  the  Severity 

*ivith  which  the  Czar  tidmihiflerecl 

JuJlice  in  criminal  Cafes. 

The  fage  legiflatrir  of  Ruffia,  aL 
ways  fliowed  by  his  own  example, 
the  rigour  with  which  the  laws 
ihould  be  obferved.  He  was  inexo¬ 
rable  in  criminal  matters,  efpecially 
when  the  offence  bore  any  marks 
of  premeditated  malice.  Whoever 
committed  a  murder  had  nd  pardon 
to  hope  for :  the  Czar  ufed  to  fay  j 
— - Blood  that  has  been  fpilt  cries 
“  out  for  vengeance,  arid  a  murder 
**  that  goes  uripunifhed  is  a  wound 

given  to  the  date.” 

Mifs  Hamilton,  maid  of  honour 
to  the  emprefs,  was  much  addicted 
to  gallantry,  and  delivered  herfelf  of 
two  children,  with  fo  much  fecrefy, 
as  to  efcape  fufpicion  of  any  one  a i 
court.  But  the  fame  thing  happen¬ 
ing  a  third  time,  brought  her  to  the 
fcaffold. 

The  dead  child  was  found,  and 
all  the  circumftances  bore  witnefs 
againfl  her.  She  was  taken  into 
cuftody  by  order  of  the  Czar,  and 
confelfed  in  prifon,  that  this  was  the 
third  child  ihe  had  murdered.  Sen¬ 
tence  of  death  was  pronounced  on 
her,  and  confirmed  by  the  emperor, 
contrary  to  her  expe&ation  j  for  the 
great  number  of  felicitations -in  her 
favour,  and  the  friendiliip  with 
which  he  had  always  honoured  her, 
fo  far  even  as  to  raife  fufpicions  of 
amorous- motives,  made  her  hope  for 
pardon.  All  however,  was  ineffec¬ 
tual  ;  Peter,  determined  to  keep  up 
in  his  dominions  the  refpeft  clue  to 
laws  both  human  and  divine. 


On  the  day  of  execution,  the  of* 
fender  appeared  dreffed  in  a  white 
filk  gown,  trimmed  with  black  rib¬ 
bons,  and  was  condu&ed  to  the 
fcaffold.  The  emperor  came  thi¬ 
ther,-  took  leave  of  her,  and  gave 
her  a  kifs:-*-^  I  cannot,”  faid  he„ 
**  violate  the  laws  to  fave  your  life* 
Support  your  puniiliment  with. 
“  courage,  arid,  in  the  hope  that 
“  God  may  forgive  you  your  fins’ 
€(  addrefs  your  prayers  to  him  with  a 
“  heart  full  of  faith  and  contrition." 
Mifs  Hamilton  kneeled  down,  and 
prayed,  and  the  Czar  having  turned 
afide,  fhe  was  beheaded. 

Veetius,  cabinet  rnaker  at 
court,  prefent  at  the  ex-' 
eeution. 


Peter  the  Great  declares  that  he  took 
the  Czar  I  wan  Waflilowitfch  IL 
for  a  Model  in  the  Art  of  Govern¬ 
ment. 

It  is  well  known  tlbat  the  Czar 
Iwan  Waflilowitfch  II.  is  generally 
reprefented  as  a  cruel  tyrant,  and 
that  the  world  unjuftly  adds  thefe 
odious  titles  to  his  name.  Peter  the 
Great  formed  a  very  different  judg¬ 
ment  of  this  prirfee.  He  often  faid 
in  converfation  that  he  deferved  the 
name  of  Great,  and  brought  proofs 
in  fupport  of  his  alfertion.  He  one 
day  avowed  this  opinion  publicly, 
on  an  occafion  I  am  going  to  re¬ 
late. 

At  the  illumination  of  the  city  of 
Mofcow,  on  account  of  the  peace  with 
Sweden  in  1721, ..  the  Duke  of  Hol- 
ftein,  afterwards  fhe  Czars  fon-in- 
law,  eretted  a  triumphal  arch  of 
coloured  lamps  before  his  palace. 
On  one  fide  Peter  the  Great  was 
feen  in  a  car,  and  on  the  other  the 
Emperor  Iwan  Waflilowitfch,  who 
formed  the  vaft  empire  of  Rulha  out 
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&>f  a  number  of  fmall  principalities, 
was  reprefented  with  a  fhield  em¬ 
blazoned  with  the  arms  of  the  petty 
princes  he  had  fubdued.  Peter  the 
Great  had  alfo  a  fhield,  ornamented 
with  thofe  of  the  provinces  he  had 
conquered. 

This  idea  did  not  pleafe  every 
body.  Many  people  faid  it  was  an 
egregious  blunder  to  couple  a  prince, 
conhdered  as  a  barbarous  tyrant, 
with  an  emperor  to  whom  the  fenate 
had  decreed  the  title  of  father  of 
his  country.  Peter  walking  that 
evening  to  enjoy  the  fight  of  the 
different  illuminations,  when  he 
came  to  the  Duke’s  refidence,  exa¬ 
mined  attentively  the  two  compart¬ 
ments  of  the  triumphal  arch,  and 
conceived  at  once  the  fenfe  that  was 
meant  to  be  conveyed. 

At  the  fame  inftant  the  Duke  of 
Holftein  advanced  to  falute  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  to  thank  him  for  honour¬ 
ing  that  quarter  of  the  town  with 
his  prefence.  He  alfo  apologized 
for  having  done  no  better,  which  he 
attributed  to  the  fhort  notice  given, 
and  the  want  of  painters.  The  Czar, 
who  was  pleafed  with  the  tranfparent 
paintings,  embraced  the  duke,  and 
told  him  in  the  hearing  of  every  bo¬ 
dy  prefenq  that  he  had  feen  nothing 
fo  happily  invented  or  fo  well  exe¬ 
cuted  in  Mofcow.  “  The  ideas  of 
“  your  highnefs”  faid  he,  “  cor- 
refpond  wonderfully  with  mine. 
<£  This  prince  was  my  foreiunner 
“  and  model.  I  have  always  en- 
“  deavoured  to  imitate  his  bravery, 
<i  and  the  wifdom  of  his  govern-* 
w  ment,  but  I  am  far  from  being 
“  his  equal.  He  can  be  called  a 
tyrant  by  nqne  but  men  of  weak 
**  minds,  who  neither  know  the 
u  circumftances  he  was  in,  the  na- 
“  tion  he  governed,  nor  the  great¬ 
ly  inefs  of  his  abilities.” 


He  then  went  into  the  Duke’s 
houfe,  fpoke  a  long  while  on  this  fub- 
je&,  and  offer  drinking  a  cheerful 
glafs,  retired. 

Count  Brummer,  lord  marfhai 
to  the  great  duke,  and  then 
at  Mofcow  with  the  duke  of 
Holftein. 


Injirudions  of  Peter  the  Great  to  his 
Envoys  in  foreign  Courts. 

After  the  peace  of  1721,  which 
terminated  the  war  between  Ruffia 
and  Sweden,  it  became  necelfary 
for  the  Czar  to  fend  a  minifter  to 
Stockholm.  He  chofe  for  this  em¬ 
ployment  Michaila  Petrowitfch  Bef- 
toufchefF,  afterwards  count  and  lord 
marflial  of  the  court,  in  the  reign 
of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  and  or¬ 
dered  him  to  come  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning  to  receive  his  laft  in- 
ftrudlions.  He  was  likewife  ordered 
to  apply  to  Andrew  Iwanowitfch 
Oftermann  for  thofe  of  the  council 
of  ftate,  to  bring  them  with  him  at 
his  return,  and  above  all  not  to  for¬ 
get  his  tablets. 

M.  Beftoufcheff,  on  his  return 
from  court,  went  directly  to  Mr. 
Oftermann,  to  communicate  to  him 
the  emperor’s  orders.  That  gen¬ 
tleman  gave  him  his  inftrudtions, 
which  they  perufed  together,  article 
by  article.  As  it  was  already  ten 
o’clock,  Oftermann  told  Mr.  Bef¬ 
toufcheff,  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  go  to  bed,  as  they  were  to 
wait  on  the  emperor  at  four  in  the 
morning. 

They  therefore  joined  a  party  of 
their  friends,  fupped,  and  .paffed  the 
reft  of  the  night  with  great  gaity. 
At  half  paft  three  they  repaired  to 
the  Czar’s  antichamber,  where  they 
found  nobody  but  the  dentchtfchick 
in  waiting,  who  told  them  that  the 
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Ciur  'had  been  half  an  hpur  awake, 
but  refufed  to  announce  them  before 
the  appointed  time. 

Precifely  at  four  o’clock,  the 
emperor,  being  informed  they  were 
come,  ordered  them  to  be  admitted, 
received  them,  as  ufual,in  a  friendly 
manner,  and  afked  them  what  was 
the  hour.  On  hearing  it  had  juft 
ftruck  four,  he  faid  it  was  well. 

He  then  afked  count  Oftermaim 
if  he  had  delivered  the  inftruCtions 
to  Mr.  Beftoufcheff,  and  if  he  had 
looked  them  over  with  him.  44  Have 
64  you  read  thgm,”  laid  he  to  Bef- 
toufcheff,  u  do  you  underftand  them, 
*4  and  have  you  no  farther  queftions 
6C  to  a&  relative  to  their  contents  ?” 
Mr.  Beftoufcheff  anfwering  that  he 
undcrftood  them  perfectly,  the  Czar 
ufkcd  him  federal  difficult  queftions 
reipecting  them,  and  was  fully  fa- 
tisficd  with  his  anfwers,  u  ft  is 
**  well,”  faid  he,  “  you  know  what 
**  to  do,  and  what  to  avoid,  in  the 
*'4  name,  and  for  the  advantage  of 
44  mv  empire  :  now  take  your  tab- 
44  lets,  and  write  down  my  own 
4 4  commiffions,  and  private  inftnr- 
44  tions,  that  they  may  not  efcape 
44  your  memory.” 

He  then  .gave  him  a  lift  of  the 
different  things  he  wanted  from  Swe¬ 
den,  and  the  neighbouring  countries, 
defiling  him  in  the  firft  place  to 
fend  him  a  certain  .number  of  good 
workmen  ;  fuch  as  gardeners  and 
farmers  (whom  he  expected  to  find 
yery  ufeful  at  Peterfburg,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  firm  larky  of  climate) 
woodmen,  carpenters,  mafons,  lock¬ 
smiths,  and,  above  all,  fome  good 
armourers,  well  fkilled  in  making 
locks  for  mulkets,  and  fprings  in  ge¬ 
neral,  brafs  founders,  fteel  manu¬ 
facturers,  Sec. 

When  he  had  clone  dilating,  he 


bade  Mr.  Beftoufcheff  read  what  he 
had  written,  that  he  might  be  furc 
nothing  was  forgotten. — 44  You  will 
44  make  your  reports,”  added  he, 
44  to  the  council  of  ft  ate,  as  far  as 
44  relates  to  the  inftruCtions  you 
44  have  received  from  them  ;  but 
44  jin  regard  to  the  commiffions 
44  written  in  your  tablets,  you  wil$ 
44  write  to  me  without  ceremony, 
44  as  you  do  to  any  other  correfpon- 
44  dent,  addreffimg  fiinply  to  Peter 
*■  Alexiewitch.  Farewell,  I  wiiji 
l<  you  a  good  journey  :  fulfil  the 
44  duties  of  your  appointment  faiths 
44  fully,  and  with  all  the  diligence 
44  you  can.  If  you  behave  as  I 
4<  wiffi,  be  afiured  that  1  will  tak<* 
44  care  of  your  interefts  ;  but  if  you 
44  deceive  my  expectations,  you 
44  may  depend  upon  it,  that  you 
44  will  have  in  me  as  implacable  an 
44  enemy,  as  you  have  now  a  truly 
44  affectionate  friend.”  Then  em¬ 
bracing  him  ;  44  Go,”  faid  he,  44  and 
44  God  be  with  you.” 

Lord  Marfhall,  Count  Michaila 
Pctrowitcfi  Beftoufcheff. 


Peter  the  Great’s  Conduct  towards  % 
Senator  rendered  criminal  by  his 
Patriot  if t?f , 

Peter  loved  his  country,  and  i« 
all  his  projects  had  the  good  of  his 
lubjeCts  fo  much  at  heart,  that  the 
greateft  faults,  and  even  crimes,  if 
occafiqned  by  an  exce.fs  of  patriot- 
ifm,  not  only  found  him  an  indul¬ 
gent  judge,  but  likewife  obtained 
his  thanks  and  a  reward. 

When  he  began  the  canal  of  La¬ 
doga,  he  ordered  all  the  landholders 
of  the  governments  of  Novogor.od 
and  Peterfburgh  to  fend  their  pea- 
fants  to  work  on  it,  and  figned  a$ 
ukafe  to  that  effect  .in  full  fenate. 

Prince 
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Prince  Jacob  Feodowitfch  Dolgo¬ 
roukow*,  one  of  the  principal  fena- 
tors,  and  a  man  in  whom  the  Czar 
repofed  much  confidence,  was  not 
prefent  when  the  ordinance  was  re* 
giftered,  being  employed  that  day 
on  other  bufmefs  of  the  ftate. 

The  following  day  the  fenate  af- 
fembled,  and  was  proceeding  to  the 
publication  of  the  edid,  when  DoL 
go  roukow,  who  was  ignorant  of  what 
had  palled,  made  inquiry  into  the 
matter.  The  regifters  were  pre- 
fented  to  him,  and  he  found  therein 
an  or.der  to  fend  the  peafants  of  the 
governments  of  Novogorod  and  Pe- 
terfburg  to  dig  the  canal  of  La¬ 
doga. — “  No,”  cried  he,  “  this  is 
“  not  pollible ;  reprefentations  mull 
u  be  made  to  the  emperor,  or  thefe 
“  provinces,  which  have  already 
“  fuffered  fo  much,  will  be  ruined 
“  without  refource,” — After  faying 
this,  Dolgoroukow,  tfanfported  by 
his  zeal  for  the  poor  peafants,  pre¬ 
pared  to  tear  the  ordinance.  It  was 
reprefented  to  him  in  vain,  that  it 
was  too  late  to  make  any  oppolition, 
or  to  propofe  mod  ideations,  as  the 
emperor  had  already  figned  it.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  reafons,  his  pa- 
triotifm  got  the  better  of  his  pru¬ 
dence,  and  he  tore  the  edi£t,  to  the 
great  aftoniilimcnt  of  the  fenate. 

The  whole  afTcmbly  rofe  full  of 
alarm,  and  afked  him  if  he  knew 
what  he  had  done,  what  he  expofed 
himfelf  to,  and  the  misfortunes  that 
threatened  him  ? — “  Yes,”  anfwer- 
cd  he,  “  and  I  will  anfwer  for  it 

s  t  *  t 
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“  before  ($od,  the  emperor,  and 
“  my  country.” 

At  thi$  moment  the  Czar  made 
his  appearance.  Surprifed  at  the 
exclamations  he  had  heard,  and  to 
fee  the  whole  fenate  handing,  he 
alked  what  all  this  fignified  ? — The 
attorney  general  trembled  while  he 
told  him  that  the  ordinance  he  had 
ligned  the  day  before  had  been  to7» 
to  pieces  by  Dolgoroukow. — Peter 
turned  to  Dolgoroukow,  and  alked 
him,  with  much  wrarmth,  what  had 
induced  him  to  oppofe  his  authority 
in  fo  unheard-of  a  manner  ?*— ' “  My 
u  zeal  for  your  honour,,  and  the 
<(  good  of  your  fubiects,”  anfwered 
the  intrepid  fenator.  “  Do  not  be 
“  angry,  Peter  Alexiewitfch,  that 
“  I  have  too  much  confidence  in 
“  your  wifdom  to  think  you  wifh, 
'**  like  Charles  the  Twelfth,. to  defo- 
“  late  your  country.  Your  -ordi- 
<c  nance  is  inconfiderate,  and  you 
“  have  not  refle&ed  on  the  litua* 
“  tion  of  the  two  governments  it 
“  regards.  Do  you  not  know  thar 
“  they  have  fuffered  more  in  the 
u  war  than  all  the  provinces  of 
“  your  empire  together ;  that  many 
“  of  their  inhabitants  have  periiL- 
i(  ed  ;  and  are  you  unacquainted 
u  with  the  prefent  miferable  ftare 
“  of  the  people  ?  What  is  there  to 
“  hinder  your  taking  a  final  1  num-r 
“  ber  of  men  from  each  province 
“  to  dig  this  canal,  which  is  cer- 
c<  tainly  neceffary  ?  The  other  pro- 
“  vinces  are  more  populous  than 
<£  the  two  in  quelliori,  and  can  ea~ 


*  This  Prince  Dolgoroukow  is  the  fame  who  iludied  the  profefTion  of  arms  with 
the  Czar  in  his  youth,  and  who  bore  away  the  palm  from  his  fellow  pupil  on  feveral 
occafions.  He  was  made  prifoner  in  1700,  at  the  unfortunate  affair  of  Narva, 
slid  was  lent  to  Sweden  ;  but  he  found  means  to  efcape,  and  returned  fafe  to  this 
mafter. 

He  is  dlfo  the  fame,  who  prevailed  on  the  Czar  to  leave  the  alarming  fo- 
htude,  in  .which  his  grief  made  him  fo  obffinately  remain,  on  the  death  of 
his  Ion.  -  .  •  •• 
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ft  Sly  fu  nil  ill  you  with  labourers, 

€4  or  at  leaf!  without  fullering  the 
ss  fame  difficulties  as  the  provinces 
of  Novogorod  and  Peterfburgk 
44  alone.  Beiides,  have  you  not 
“  Swedifhprifoners  enow  to  employ, 

44  without  oppreffing  your  fubjebts 
44  with  works  like  thefe  ?” 

The  Czar  liftened  to  this  remon- 
Hrance  with  great  tranquillity,  and, 
convinced  of  its  propriety,  turned 
towards  the  other  fenators— -4<  Let 
44  the  publication  of  the  ukafe  be 
44  fufpended,”  faid  he  :  44 1  will 
44  confider  farther  of  this  matter, 
64  and  let  you  know  my  intern* 
44  tions.”-— Here  the  affair  drop¬ 
ped..  \  . 

Peter  took  other  means  to  cut  the 
canal  of  Ladoga,  and,  without 
doubt,  following  the  idea  of  Dolgo- 
rmikow,  ordered  fame  thoufands  of 
Swedish  prifoners  to  work  there,  al- 
pioff  all  of  whom  perilhed  in  that  la¬ 
borious  and  unhealthy  employment. 

..Mr.  Reifter,  counfellor  for  the 
mines,  then  at  Peterlburgh. 

■. 1  1  T~  J 

‘*1* he  Secret  divulged. 

Peter,  after  having  brought  the 
vSwediiii  war  to  a  glorious  conclu¬ 
sion,  determined  to  avail  himfelf  of 
the  troubles  in  Perlia,  and  to  march 
againft  the  Sophy.  He  difcovered 
his  defign  to  none  but  the  emprefs, 
and  his  favourite  Menchicoff,  with 
whom  he  was  quite  alone.**— 44 1 
have  entrufted  my  fecret,”  fajd 
he,  44  to  none  but  you,  and  forbid 
'  you  to  fpeak  of  it  to  any  one.” 

Some  days  after,  being  alone  with 
<  one  of  his  dentchtfchicks,  and  me¬ 
ditating  on  die  means  of  executing 
]  his  great  deligns  with  fuccefs,  he  afly- 
1  ed  if  there  were  any  news  ?— u  None, 
Sire,  except  that  we  are  going  to 
**  piar.ch  againft  the  Perhans.”— 


GISTER,  1789, 

44  What  !”  replied  the  emperor, 
with  furprife  :  44  march  againft  the 
44  Perftans !  Tell  me  immediately 
44  from  whom  you  had  that  fal- 
44  lity  !”—' 44  From  the  emprefs’* 
44  parrot,  Sire :  I  heard  it  yefter- 
44  day,  while  I  was  in  the  anticham- 
44  ber,  repeat  feveral  times,  Ei 
44  Per  ft  padiom.  We  will  march  into 
44  Perfia  ” 

Peter  fent  immediarely  for  Prince 
Menchicoff"  to  attend  him  to  the 
apartment  of  the  emprefs,  and  told 
them  both,  thaty  as  the  fecret  he 
had  entrufted  to  them  was  divulged, 
he  infilled  on  knowing  to  whom  they 
had  mentioned  it.  Catherine  and 
Menchicoff  protefled  they  had  not 
opened  their  mouths  on  the  fubje£L 
The  Czar,  convinced  of  their  inno¬ 
cence,  turned  towards  the  parrot-— 
44  Here,”  faid  he,  44  is  the  traitor  ; 
44 .  it  is  one  of  my  denchtfchicks  who 
44  told  me.  In  our  converfation  we 
44  frequently  faid,  We  will  march 
44  into  Perfiay  and  the  rogue  lias  re- 
*-  membered  and  repeated  ip.  You 
44  mull  remove  him  from  your 
<-4  apartment,”  added  he  to  the  em¬ 
prefs,  laughing  ;  44  for  it  is  ne- 

44  ceffary  that  we  fliould  be  on  our 
44  guard  both  againft  traitors  and 
44  babblers.” 

Count  Iwan  Gregorowitfch 
Tchernitfehoff. 


We  ah  tie fs  and  Generofity  of  Peter  thq 
Great. 

The  Czar  had  the  weaknefs  incL 
dent  almoft  to  every  hero  :  he  was 
affionatejy  fond  of  the  fair  fexf 
eing  one  day  at  dinner  at  a  fo¬ 
reign  merchant’s,  whofe  daughter 
was  very  beautiful,  he  fell  violently 
in  loye,  and  preffed  her  to  make 
a  return  to  his  paffion.  But  the 
young  lacjy,  as  virtuous  as  beautiful, 

firmly 
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firmly  refufed  the  moft  feducing  of¬ 
fers,  and,  dreading  his  felicitations, 
refolved  to  leave  Mofcow  by  night, 
without  acquainting  her  parents. 
Taking  fome  provisions  and  a  little 
money  with  her,  fihe  travelled  feve- 
ral  miles  on  foot,  and  at  laft  reached 
a  fmall  village,  the  abode  ol  her 
nurfe.  She  difeovered  herfelf  to 
her  fofter  lifter,  whom  fhe  informed 
of  her  intention  to  remain  concealed. 
Her  nurfe’s  hufband;  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  conduced  her  to  a  neigJl- 
bouring  wood,  where,  on  a  little 
riling  ground,  furrounded  by  a  mo- 
rafs,  he  haflily  built  a  hut  for  her 
refid  ence. 

The  day  after  her  flight  the  Czar 
fent  for  her  parents,  who  were  in- 
confoleable  for  her  lofs.  He  at  firft 
thought  it  a  concerted  fcheme  ;  but 
the  violence  of  their  grief  undeceiyed 
him,  and  he  promifed  a  large  re¬ 
ward  to  any  one  who  fhould  difeo- 
ver  the  fugitive  :  all  fearch,  how¬ 
ever,  was  vain,  and  her  parents  went 
into  mourning. 

A  year  after,  an  accident  a  little 
uncommon  occafioned  her  difeovery, 
A  colonel,  who  was  abfent  from  his 
regiment  on  leave,  made  his  way 
into  the  midft  of  the  wood  in  pur- 
fuit  of  game,  came  to  the  morafs, 
and  met  the  lady.  Struck  by  her 
beauty,  he  became  immediately 
enamoured  of  her,  and,  after  a  few 
queftions,  found  that  lhe  was  the 
perfon  whofe  lofs  had  made  fo  much 
noife.  He  confoled  her  by  telling 
her  that  the  Czar’s  heart  was  en¬ 
gaged  elfewhere  ;  offered  to  wait  on 
her  parents,  and  concert  with  them 
the,  means  of  taking  her  from  her 
folitary  abode.  She  confented  to 
his  propofal,  and  accepted  his  af- 
fiftance  with  gratitude,  that  led  the 
way  to  fofter  fentiments.  Her  pa¬ 
rents,  overjoyed  at  finding  their 

vol.  xxxi ; 
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daughter,  determined  to  apply  to 
Mrs.  Catherine;  for  this  was  the 
name  then  given  to  the  celebrated 
woman  whom  Peter  afterwards  plac¬ 
ed  upon  his  throne. 

Catherine  fpoke  to  the  Czar,  and 
reprefented,  in  fuch  lively  colours, 
all  that  a  delicate  girl  muft  have 
fuffered,  fliut  up  for  a  whole  year  in 
a  hut  in  the  midft  of  a  morals,  that 
he  was  much  affeCted,  reproached 
himfelf  feverely  with  the  pain  he 
had  given  her,  and  determined  to 
make  her  amends.  He  defired  to 
fee  her,-  her  parents,  and  deliverer  ; 
to  the  latter  of  whom  he  prefented 
ker-— u  Receive  from  my  hand,” 
faid  he,  “  the  moft  amiable  and 
“  virtuous  of  women :  I  fettle  upon 
“  her  and  her  heirs  three  thoufand 
u  roubles  a  year.” 

This  refpeCtable  woman  went  of¬ 
ten  to  court  in  full  poflefiion  of  his 
favour,  and  the  veneration  of  the 
public. — “  I  have  the  ftory  from 
u  her  own  mouth,”  fays  the  cheva¬ 
lier  Bruce,  from  whofe  memoirs  it 
is  borrowed. 


Letter  of  Peter  the  Great,  written 
on  the  f  eld  of  battle  at  Pultowa 
the  -17th  of  June ,  1709,  at  nine 
d clock  in  the  evenings  to  admiral 
Feodor  Matweitfch  Apraxin. 

This  is  to  inform  you,  that,  by 
God’s  blelfmg  and  the  bravery  ol 
my  troops,  I  have  juft  abtained  a 
complete  and  unexpected  victory 
without  much  effufion  of  blood.  Theie 
are  the  particulars  of  the  aCtion. 

This  morning  the  enemy’s  ca¬ 
valry  and  infantry  attacked  my  ca¬ 
valry,  which  gave  way  with  confi- 
dtrable  lofs,  alter  a  brave  refin¬ 
ance. 

D  The 
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The  enemy  then  formed  them- 
fclves  in  line  of  battle  exactly  op- 
polite  our  camp.  I  drew  immedi¬ 
ately  our  infantry  out  of  the  en¬ 
trenchments  to  oppofe  the  Swedes, 
and  placed  our  cavalry  on  the  two 
wings. 

The  enemy,  on  feeing  this,  made 
a  movement  to  attack  us.  Our 
troops  advanced  to  meet  them,  and 
received  them  in  fucli  a  manner, 
that  the  enemy  deferted  the  field  of 
battle  after  little  or  no  refifidance, 
leaving  us  in  poffeffion  of  a  number 
of  cannon,  colours,  and  flandards. 
Field  marfhal  general  Reinfcliild, 
generals  Schllppenbach,  Stackel- 
berg,  Hamilton,  and  Rofen,  are 
among  the  prisoners  ;  as  are  alfo 
count  Piper,  prime  miniiler,  fecre- 
taries  Imerlin  and  Cederheilm,  and 
leveral  thoufand  officers  and  foldiers. 
I  will  fend  you  in  a  little  time  a 
more  clrcumdantial  account;  at 
prelent  I  am  too  bufy  to  fatisfy  your 
curiofity  entirely.  In  few  words, 
the  enemy’s  army  has  met  with  the 
fate  of  Phaeton.  I  can  give  you 
no  account  of  the  king,  not  know¬ 
ing  whether  he  be  in  the  number  of 
the  living,  or  gone  to  deep  with 
his  fathers,  I  have  fent  prince  Ga¬ 
luzin  and  Bawer  with  part  of  the 
cavalry  in  purfuit  of  the  runaways. 
I  congratulate,  you  on  this  good 
news,  and  beg  all  the  magidrates 
and  officers  of  my  empire  to  con- 
fider  it  as  a  happy  omen. 

PETER. 

P.  S,  Thank  God  the  foundations 
of  Peterfburgh  are  firmly  laid. 

Tranflated  from  the  original 
in  the  Ruffian  tongue  by  Ja¬ 
cob  Stcehlin. 


Character  of  Jofeph  Baretti,  Efq-~ 
Extracted  from  the  Gentlema  n  s 
Magazine  for  17S9. 


G  IS  TER,  1789. 

“  'gOSEPEI  Baretti  was  a  native 
of  Piedmont,  with  little  pa¬ 
trimony,  except  his  education.  To 
his  education  he  was  indebted  for 
his  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language. 
To  his  own  induftry,  for  the  acqui- 
fition  of  French,  Englifh,  Spanifh, 
and  Portuguefe.  Greek  he  was  not 
acquainted  with,  and  was  never 
afhamed  to  confefs  and  lament  it  ;  nor 
is  it  improbable,  but  that  the  laci- 
lity  he  naturally  experienced  in  ac¬ 
quiring  modern  languages,  added 
difgud  to  the  difficulty  of  making  a 
proficiency  in  Greek.  In  the  .lan¬ 
guages  he  did  poffefs,  his  knowledge 
was  not  merely  fuperficial  or  collo¬ 
quial,  but  accurate  and  critical  to  a 
great  degree  ;  and  though  his  coun¬ 
trymen  have  fometimes  denied  him 
the  credit  of  poffeifing  tha  Tufcan. 
purity  in  his  Italian  writings,  he 
failed  poffibly  in  thofe  little  niceties 
of  the  dialed,  which  none  but  a  na¬ 
tive  can  difcover  ;  and  certain  it  is, 
that  he  had  laboured  fo  earncdly  to 
attain  that  excellence,  as  totally  to 
negled  the  Piedmontefe,  and  be¬ 
come  incapable  of  converfing  in  it 
with  fluency  and  propriety.  It  is 
no  fmall  teftimony  of  his  indudry  or 
abilities,  that  he  was  a  publifher  in 
the  Italian,  French,  and  Engliili 
languages.  Of  his  proficiency  in 
Englifh,  we  are  the  bed  judges  ;  and 
if  we  fay  that  he  failed  in  the  man¬ 
ner,  rather  than  the  language  and 
phrafe  of  our  bed  writers,  we  mud 
dill  leave  him  the  merit  of  being 
able  to  amufe,  delight,  and  indrud  ; 
-—a  merit,  perhaps,  none  will  deny 
him  who  have  read  his  “  Travels 
“  in  Spain,”  or  his  “  Remarks  upon 
“  Mr.  Sam.  Sharpe’s  Letters  from 
“  Italy.”  His  “  Travels  in  Spain” 
is  the  work  by  which  his  friends 
would  wifh  him  to  be  remembered  ; 
and,  as  he  received  500I.  for  this 
work  from  the  bookfellers,  it  might 

have 
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have  been  a  leflon  to  teach  him, 
that,  where  profit  was  moil  attain¬ 
able,  it  was  mod  creditable  like  wife, 
and  ought  to  have  deterred  him  from 
commenceing  that  ftyle  of  invedtive 
by  which  he  was  ever  a  lofer.  Large 
fupplies,  however,  like  this,  were 
not  the  produce  of  every  day.  We 
ought  not  to  be  furprifed,  therefore, 
if  we  find  BaTetti  engaged  in  the 
humbler  offices  which  almoft  every 
man  muft  fubmit  to  who  has  no  pro- 
feffion  but  his  pen.  It  was  want 
that  compelled  him  to  be  a  coi  rec¬ 
tor  of  the  prefs  for  Spanifh  or  Ita¬ 
lian  works,  to  frame  dialogues  for 
inftrudtion  in  thofe  languages,  or 
compile  dictionaries  in  the  ferviee 
of  bookfellers,  in  order  to  find  the 
means  of  a  regular  fupport.  The 
latter  labours  of  his  life,  which  claim 
the  title  of  originality,  were,  “  A 
Letter  to  -M.  de  Voltaire,”  in 
French,  treating  very  freely  his 
ftridtures  upon  Shakfpeare  -  his 
“  Tolondron,”  in  Englifh,  a  fe- 
vere  invedtive  againft  Mr.  Bowie, 
the  tranflator  of  “  Don  Quixote,’  — 
and  fome  remarks,  in  Italian,  upon 
the  condudt  of  the  Bifhop  of  Piftoia, 
who  is  fuppofed  to  be  inftigated  by 
the  prefent  Duke  of  Eufcany  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  minds  of  his  fubjedts  for. 
throwing  off  the  fpiritual  tyranny  oi 
Rome.  Of  the  firft  of  thefe  works 
little  need  be  faid  to  recommend  it 
to  Englifhmen,  when  they  are  told  it 
is  in  defence  of  Shakfpeare,  the  god 
of  their  idolatry.  But  it  is  in  reali¬ 
ty  a  fenfible  work,  combating  the  vo¬ 
latile  and  impetuous  Frenchman  on 
his  own  grounds,  and  proving,  to  a 
demonftration,  that,  though  ignorant 
ofEnglifh  and  Italian,  he  had,  without 
fcruple,  written  in  the  one  language, 
and  criticifed  the  authors  of  ths 
other.  The  “  Tolondron”  contains 
a  fenes  of  the  groffeft  abufe  upon 


Mr.  Bowie,  which  nothing  could 
juftify,  unlefs  Mr.  Bowie  was  tne  au¬ 
thor  of  the  publications  in  the  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  Magazine,  imputing  the 
crime  of  murder  to  a  man  a  Haul  ted 
by  pickpockets  in  the  fereets  of  Lon¬ 
don.  Baretti  certainly  thought  Mr. 
Bowie  the  author  of  thofe  charges, 
and  took  therefore  this  fevere,  though 
perhaps  unwarrantable,  mode  of  re- 
taliation.  It  is  not  even  good  of  its  ''' 
kind,  but  muft  appear  far  more  re- 
prehenfible  to  thole  who  are  not  a- 
ware  of  the  provocation.  The  pub¬ 
lication  in  Italian  relating  to  the 
Bifhop  of  Piftoia,  the  writer  of  this 
account  never  faw,  and  can  there¬ 
fore  pafs  no  judgment  upon  it. 
Having  faid  this  of  his  writings,  it 
may  be  necelfary  to  add  fomethirg 
of  his  fortunes.  He  has  himfelt 
been  heard  to  fay,  that  he  was  in¬ 
duced  to  come  to  England  firft,  about 
fix  and  thirty  years  ago,  by  an  Irifti 
nobleman  (Lord  Charlemor.t,  it  is 
fuppofed)  to  whom  he  had  bad  the 
opportunity  of  fllewing  fome  civili¬ 
ties  in  Italy.  What  were  the  prof- 
pedts  held  out  to  him  are  not  fo  evi¬ 
dent  ;  but  certain  it  is,  from  his 
firft  fetting  foot  on  Englifh  ground 
(though  he  has  been  reproached  with 
not  loving  the  Englifh  nation)  his 
attachment  to  the  country  and  peo¬ 
ple  was  fixed,  and  incapable  of  di- 
minution.  It  was  after  this  firft 
arrival  that  he  returnd  to  Italy, 
and  commenced  the  publication  of 
his  “  Frufta  Literaria,”  which 
brought  him  in  a  confiderable  pro¬ 
fit,  but  raifed  fuch  a  flame  in  Ve¬ 
nice,  as  to  make  his  ftay  in  that 
country  at  lead;  difagreeable,  if  not 
dangerous.  With  the  profits  of  this 
work,  and  with  unabated  love  to 
England,  he  returned  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  had  the  addrtfs  or  good 
fortune  to  introduce  himfelf  to  the 
D  2  acquaintance 
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acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnfon,*  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Garrick.  Sir  Jofliua 
Reynolds,  and  moil  of  thofe  who 
were  diftinguilhed  for  their  talents 
or  profeffional  abilities  in  the  metro¬ 
polis.  How  he  lupported  himfelf 
before  he  was  mailer  of  the  Engl i ill 
language  is  uncertain  ;  but  his  fpi- 
rit  and  moderation  were  fuch,  that 
he  was  under  pecuniary  obligations 
to  very  few  of  his  acquaintance, 
that  he  fought  the  afiiftance  of  no 
one  by  fervility,  and,  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  it,  was  in  that  abfolute  dif- 
trefs  which  his  friends  could  not  fail 
to  difcover,  and  which  they  were 
ever  more  ready  to  afford  than  he 
to  accept.  It  was  not  diftrefs  that 
compelled  him  to  take  refuge  in  the 
hofpitality  of  Mr.  Thrale  (as  has 
been  fuggefted) :  he  had  lately  re¬ 
ceived  500I.  for  his  “  Spaniili 
Travels,”  but  was  induced  by  Dr. 
Johnfon  (contrary  to  his  own  deter¬ 
mination,  of  never  becoming  a 
teacher  of  languages)  to  undertake 
the  inftruCtion  of  Mr.  Th rale's 
daughters  in  Italian.  He  was  ei¬ 
ther  nine  or  eleven  years  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  in  that  family,  though  he  Hill 
rented  a  lodging  in  town  j  during 
which  period  be  expended  his  own 
5°o  1.  and  received,  in  return  for  his 
mftruCtion,  the  participation  of  a 
good  table,  and  150I.  by  way  of 
prefents  -p. 

The  caufe  of  mutual  difguft,  which 
took  place  between  Mrs.  Piozzi  and 
Baretti,  is  before  the  public,  in  the 
letters  addrdfed  to  that  lady  in  the 
European  Magazine ;  the  inveCtive 


contained  in  thofe  letters  is  not  to 
be  juftified,  and  the  puerility  which 
fometimes  prefents  itfelf,  in  the 
midft  of  the  fevereft  reproaches,  is 
a  confirmation  of  what  has  been 
already  advanced,  that  though  Ba- 
retri  had  obtained  the  idiom  of  our 
language  to  a  fufficient  degree  of  ! 
corredtnefs,  he  had  not  acquired  i 
the  manner  of  our  bell  writers : 
he  was  told  this  by  a  friend,  whofe 
opinion  he  afk’ed  upon  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  firft  letter,  who  add¬ 
ed,  that  he  would  never  read  a 
fecond  if  written  in  the  fame  ftyle. 
Baretti  received  the  reproof  with  j 
good-humour,  but  his  mind  was  too 
far  engaged  to  alter  his  plan. — The 
greateft  want  he  ever  experienced 
was  probably  the  immediate  months 
after  the  rupture  with  Mr.  Thrale’s 
family.  Like  a  true  author,  he  had 
grown  indolent  under  the  feduCting 
influence  of  luxury:  his  own  500L 
was  expended  — ■  his  mind  long  di¬ 
verted  from  labour— -his  pen  long 
unemployed.  The  correction  of  the 
prefs  became  his  refource,  and  the 
hofpitality  of  his  friends  one  of  the 
means  of  fupporting  life ;  thefe  re~ 
fources  were  fcanty  ;  he  wanted  lit¬ 
tle,  but  that  little  was  not  in  his 
power  to  obtain ;  and  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  diftrefs  came  upon  him  fo 
faft  foon  afterwards,  that,  if  Mr. 
Cator  had  not  ftepped  forward  to 
affift  him,  he  mull,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  have  funk  under  the  burden. 
There  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this 
gentleman,  who  was  one  of  Mr. 
Thrale’s  executors,  had  commenced 


*  Dr.  Johnfons  letters  to  Mr.  Baretti,  when  abroad  In  1761  ( now  extant),  are 
of  the  moil  friendly  kind. 

f  In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Johnfon  to  Mr.  Bofvvell,  is  the  following  paragrah  re¬ 
lative  to  Mr.  Baretti’ s  quitting  Mr.  Thrale. - — “  Baretti  went  away  from  Thrale’s 

v  in  forne  whirnfical  fit  of  difguil  or  ill-nature,  without  taking  any  leave.  It  is 
s<  vvell  if  he  finds  in  any  other  place  as  good  an  habitation,  and  as  many  conyem- 
u  ences.  He  has  got  25  guineas  by  tranfiating  Sir  Jolhua’s  diicouries  into  Italian  $ 
and  Mr.  Thrale  gave  him  *100  in  the  fpring,  fo  that  he  is  yet  in  no  difficulties.’ 
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acquaintance  with  him  at  Streatham, 
and  it  is  no  fmall  teftimony  to  Ba- 
retti’s  conduCt  that  it  met  with  ap¬ 
probation  from  the  mod:  confiden¬ 
tial  friend  of  the  family.  Mr, 
Cator,  in  ferving  Baretti,  cloathed 
the  naked,  fed  the  hungry,  and  re¬ 
lieved  the  neceflitous  ;  not  content 
with  this,  he  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  return  of  his  calamities, 
and,  bv  his  powerful  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  Lord  Hawkefbury,  obtained 
for  him  a  penfion  of  fourfcore  pounds 
a  year.  This  eiTential  fervice  to 
Baretti  was  accomplifhed  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  Lord  North’s  adminiftra- 
tion ;  and  let  this  humble  tribute 
of  gratitude  be  returned  to  his  Lord- 
fliip,  and  thofe  concerned  in  the  ap¬ 
plication,  for  preventing  a  foreigner, 
approaching  to  his  feventieth  year, 
from  peri  filing  by  want.  All  his 
own  Schemes  for  averting  this  evil 
had  failed :  among  thefe,  was  that 
of  inducing  Mr.  Philidore  to  fet  the 
Carmen  Seculare  of  Horace  to  mu- 
lie ;  it  was  Baretti’s  hope  to  bring 
this  annually  before  the  public  in 
Lent,  and  fhare  the  profit ;  it  was 
prefented  one  feafon  at  Free-Mafons 
hall,  and  fuppofed  to  be  fuccefsful ; 
but  the  profits  arifing  to  Baretti 
from  it  dfd  not  pay  for  the  cloaths 
he  made  up  for  his  appearance. 
After  the  important  bufmeis  of  the 
penfion  was  fettled,  he  became  an 
independent,  and  indeed  a  happy 
man  ;  his  time,  for  great  part  of  the 
year,  was  divided  between  Mr.  Ga¬ 
tor’s  at  Beckenham,  and  Mr.  Gau- 
ior’s  at  Way-Hall  j  he  had  in  both 
houfes  what  he  peculiarly  wifhed, 
an  opportunity  of  mixing  in  com¬ 
pany,  and  his  oeconomy  rendered 
bis  penfion  the  means  of  fupport  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year  almoif  to 
the  extent  of  his  wifhes.  Some 
disappointments  at  the  cjofe  of  his 
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life  poffibly  advanced  his  departure 
from  the  fituation  ot  public  affairs  ; 
his  penfion  was  nearly  three  quar¬ 
ters  in  arrear  :  the  Italian  Diction¬ 
ary,  which  was  reforming  for  the 
bookfellers,  and  for  which  he  was  to 
receive  iool.  did  not  become  pro¬ 
ductive  fo  foon  as  he  expeCted  it ; 
Mr.  Gaulor  and  Mr.  Cator  both 
ftepped  in  to  his  relief,  by  divining 
his  diftrefs;  ftill,  however,  he  felt 
it  fo  pungently,  and  magnified  the 
weight  of  his  debts  fo  much  to  his 
imagination,  that  vexation  produced 
the  gout  in  his  ftomach.  His  per- 
verfenefs  in  ficknefs  was  well  known 
to  all  his  friends,  and,  having  con¬ 
ceived  that  ice  or  cold  water  was  a 
fovereign  remedy  in  ail  difeafes,  he 
perfifted  in  taking  great  draughts  o'! 
the  latter,  till  all  medical  affiflance 
was  in  vain.  The  family  in  which, 
he  lodged,  and  where  he  was  re¬ 
garded  as  a  friend  or  parent,  were 
convinced  he  was  linking  rather  un¬ 
der  diftrefs  than  difeafe  ;  in  this  ex¬ 
tremity  a  friend  undertook  to  apply 
for  the  50I.  ft  ill  remaining  due  Gn 
account  of  the  Dictionary.  Mr. 
C-adell,  upon  the  firft  application, 
liberally  undertook  to  procure  the 
payment  of  it.  I  went  back  to 
“  him,’,  (laid  his  friend,  thefe  were 
his  own  words)  “  }  told  him 

“  to  be  comforted,  for  the  money 
“  ihould  be  paid  him  the  next  morn- 
“  ing.”  He  preffed  my  hand  with 
the  cold  fweat  of  death  upon  his 
palm.  “  My  dear  friend,”  faid  he, 
“  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  offices, 
“  but  it  is  now  too  late.”  He 
fpoke  but  little  after  this,  except  to 
accufe  himfelf  for  having  taught 
young  people  to  think  lightly  ot 
medical  knowledge,  and  confefTing 
that  by  his  contempt  of  it  he  had 
been  the  caufe  of  his  own  death. 
He  died  that  evening,  in  the  feventy- 
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firft  year  of  his  age  ^  the  50I.  was 
paid  the  next  morning.  His  fune- 
ral  was  attended  by  a  few  friends, 
and  fame  members  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  to  which  he  was  fecretary 
for  foreign  correfpondence  (a  place 
without  profit),  and  he  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  earth  in  the  upper 
burying-ground  of  Mary  le  Bone 
parifh.  It  is  but  juft  ice  to  add,  that 
by  means  of  the  50I.  juft  mentioned, 
and  the  arrears  of  his  penfion,  every 
debt  he  had  is  covered,  and  that  he 
died  without  a  claim  upon  him  more 
than  he  was  able  to  difcharge  if  he 
had  lived.  After  the  account  here 
given  of  Baretti,  a  character  of  him 
may  appear  fuperfluous  •  but,  as 
every  author,  while  living,  hopes  for 
a  friend  to  perform  that  office  rather 
than  an  enemy,  let  friendiTiip  be  an 
excufe  for  the  following  /ketch. 

The  perfon  of  Baretti  was  ath¬ 
letic,  hiS  countenance  by  no  means 
attractive,  his  manners  apparently 
rough,  but  not  unfocial ;  his  eye, 
when  he  was  inclined  to  pleafe,  or 
be  pleafed,  when  he  was  converfmg 
with  young  people,  and  efpecially 
voimg  women,  cheerful  -  and  en- 
gaging  ,  he  was  fond  of  converfmg 
with  them,  and  his  converfarion 
almoft  conftantly  turned  upon  fub- 
jeCts  of  inftruction  :  he  had  the  art 
of  drawing  them  into  correfpond¬ 
ence,  and  wifhed  by  thefe  means  to 
give  them  the  power  of  expreffion 
and  facility  of  language,  while  he 
Iiimfelf  conveyed  to  them  leffons  on 
the  cbnduCt  of  life  ^  arid  the  beft 
anfwer  that  can  be  given  to  all  thofe 
accounts,  which  have  reprefented 
him  as  a  man  of  a  brutal,  rand  fero¬ 
cious  temper,  is  the  attachment 
which  many  of  his  young  friends 
felt  while  he  was  living,  and  pre- 
ferve  to  his  memory  now  he  is  no 
more.  He  was  not  impatient  of 
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contradiction,  unlefs  where  con¬ 
tempt  was  implied,  but  alive  in 
every  feeling  where  he  thought  him- 
felf  traduced,  or  his  conduCt  im¬ 
peached.  His  Tolondron,  and  let¬ 
ters  to  Mrs.  Piozzi,  befpeak  this 
temper  •  and,  as  inveCtive  always 
finds  its  way  to  notice  more  readily 
than  other  fubjeCts,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  thefe  have  left  more 
im pre/lion  on  the  public  than  his 
other  works.  But  let  it  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  in  both  inftances  he  was 
attacked.  Mr.  Bowie  treated  him 
(or  was'  believed  to  treat  him)  as  a 
murderer  •  Mrs.  Piozzi,  as  a  man 
of  an  unfeeling  and  ungrateful 
heart :  he  buffered  by  his  irritability 
on  thefe'  and  other  occafions.  His 
letter  to  Voltaire  produced  him  no¬ 
thing  but 'a' few  copies  to  give  to  his 
friends  •  his  Tolondron  never  fold  * 
his  letters  in  the  European  Maga¬ 
zine  he  gave  to  the  printer.  In 
every  other  intercourfe  with  the 
world,  he  was  foeial,  eafy,’  and  con¬ 
vertible  ;  his  talents  were  neither 
great  or  fplendid  ;  but  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  mankind  was  extenfive, 
and  his  acquaintance  with  books  in 
all  the  modern  languages  which  are 
valuable,  except  the  German,  was 
univerfal.  His  eonduCV  in'  every 
family  where  he  became  an  inmate, 
was  correCt  and  irreproachable  ; 
neither  prying,  nor  inquifitive,  nor 
intermeddling  ;  but  affable  to  the 
inferiors,  and  conciliatory  between 
the  principals  ;  in  others,  which  he 
vifited  only,  he  was  neither  intru- 
five  nor  unwelcome  ;  ever  *ready  to 
accept  an  invitation  when  it  was 
cordial,  and  never  feeking  it  where, 
it  was  cold  and  affeCted.  His  love 
to  the  Englifh  nation  was  fincere 
and  unbounded.  He  might  have 
lived  in  want  at  home,  probably  as 
much  as  he1  experienced  in  England  ; 
.....  .  ■  ,  but, 

4  * 
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but,  if  his  converfation  may  be  de¬ 
pended  on,  he  preferred  his  humble  ■ 
jpenfion  here,  to  double  the  amount 
in  his  own  country.  His  adidance 
to  every  Englishman  who  wiihed  to 
vifit  Italy,  his  readinefs  to  give  or 
procure  recommendations  was  con- 
flant,  and  many  have  received  ci¬ 
vilities  and  attentions  from  his  fa¬ 
mily,  who  were  unconfcious  that 
requeds  for  that  purpofe  nad  been 
tranfmitted.  His  friendship  with 
Dr.  johnfon  was  unbroken  for  five 
and  twenty  years  ;  the  coolnefs  which 
'  arofe  jud  befor^  the  Doctor’s  death, 
he  has  dated  with  great  fimplicity 
in  his  Tolondron.  It  is  an  addi¬ 
tional  proof  of  his  impatience  under 
flight  or  contempt  ;  but  his  reve¬ 
rence  of  the  abilities  and  worth  of 
his  friend  was  unimpaired  to  the 
,  lad  moment  of  his  life.  i  hey  had 
been  friends  in  didrefs  ;  and  one 
evening,  when  they  had  agreed  to 
go  to  the  tavern,  a  foreigner  in  the 
dreets,  by  a  fpecious  tale  of  didrefs 
emptied  the  Do&or’s  purfe  of  the 
lad  half  guinea  it  contained ;  they 
took  their  fupper,  however,  as  they 
had  agreed,  but  when  the  reckoning 
i  came,  what  was  the  Doctor’s  fur- 
prize  upon  his  recollecting  that  his 
.  purfe  was  totally  exhauded !  Baretti 
had  fortunately  enough  to  anfwer 
the  demand,  and  has  often  declared 
that  it  was  impodible  for  him  not  to 
reverence  a  man  who  could  give 
away  all  that  he  was  worth,  without 
recolleCllng  his  own  didrefs. — - — -In 
point  of  morals ,  Baretti  was  irre¬ 
proachable  ;  in  regard  to  faith ,  he 
was  rather  without  religion,  than 
irreligious :  the  faCt  was,  poflibly, 
that  he  had  been,  difguded  with  the 
religion  of  Italy  before  he  left  it, 
and  was  too  old,  when  he  came  to 
England,  to  take  an  attachment  to 
the  purer  doCtrines  of  the  Protedant 


church  :  but  his  feepticifm  was  . 
never  ©ffenfive  to  thole  who  had  fet¬ 
tled  principles,  never  held  out  01 
defended  in  company,  never  pro¬ 
posed  to  miflead  or  corrupt  the 
minds  of  young  people.  ;  Pie  ridi¬ 
culed  the  libertine  publications  of 
Voltaire,  and  the  reveries*  of  Rouf- 
feau  •  he  deteded  the  philofophy  of 
the  French  pour  les  femmes  de  cham^ 
Ire ,  and,  though  too  much  of  a  phi- 

lofopher  (in  his  own  opinion)  to 
fubferibe  to  any  church,  he  was  a 
friend  to  church  edablifhments. 

If  this  was  the  lead  favourable 
part  of  his  charafter,  the  bed  was 
his  integrity,  which  was  in  eveiy 
period  ot  his  didreffes  condant  and 
unimpeached.  He  had  once  tref- 
palfed  upon  Mr.  Cadell’s  liberality 
to  the  amount  of  70I.  with  little 
hope  of  difeharging  the  obligation  ; 
fortune,  relieved  him,  by  bringing 
him  an  Eadern  prefent  from  a  young 
lad  v,  who  had  been  one  of  tnofe 
he  took  a  pleafure  to  indruCt;  fhe 
was  jud  married  to  Mr.  Middleton 
in  Bengal,  and  tranfmitted  him, 
among  other  treafures  a  diamond 
of  feme  value  ;  the  ufe  he  made  of 
it,  was  to  lodge  it  in  Mr.  Cadell’s 
hands  till  it  could  be  fold,  and  the 
debt  difeharged.  His  regularity  in 
every  other  claim  was  equally  con- 
fpicuous  ;  his  wants  he  never  made 
known  but  in  the  lad  extremity  ; 
and  his  lad  illnefs,  if  it  was  caufed 
by  vexation,  would  donbtlefs  have 
been  prevented,  by  the  intervention 
of  many  friends  who  were  ready  to 
fupply  him,  if  his  own  fcruples, 
drengthened  by  the  hopes  of  re¬ 
ceiving  his  due  from  day  to  day, 
had  not  induced  him  to  conceal  his 
immediate  didrefs  till  it  was  too  late 
to  afilft  him. 

Such  was  the  character  of  Jofeph 
Baretti,  as  it  appeared  to  the  writer 

of 
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of  thefe  anecdotes.  Thofe  who 
never  lived  with  hint,  may  perhaps 
draw  contrary  inferences  from  his 
difputes  with  Mr.  Bowie  and  Mrs. 
Piozzi ;  but  if  any  of  thofe  who 
knew  his  eourfe  of  life,  fhould  think 
more  has  been  faid  of  him  than  he 
deferves,  the  prefs  is  open  to  their 
remarks.  A  panegyrift  might  think 


himfelf  called  upon  to  reply  to  them  v 
but  the  writer  of  this  account,  know¬ 
ing  what  he  has  faid  is  the  truth, 
cannot  objed  to  other  truths  being 
laid  before  the  public.  It  may 
be  forne  fatisfa&ion  to  his  numerous 
correfpondents  to  be  informed*  that 
every  letter  in  his  poiTeffion  was  burnt 
without  infpe&ion 


natural 
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laving  inferted  in  our  Annual  Re- 
gifter  for  1787,  the  Obfervations 
of  John  Hunter,  Efq ;  tending  to 
Jhenu  that  the  Wolf,  Jackal,  and 
Dog,  are  all  of  the  fame  Species, 
<vue  J hall  add  his  Supplementary 
Letter ,  ‘  addrejjed  to  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  Bart,  in  Proof  of  that 
Fad.-*-From  Vol.  lxxix.  of  the 
Philofophical  1  ranfadtions. 

SIB, 

“  tN  the  year  1787  I  had  the  ho- 
I  nour  of  prefenting  to  this 
learned  fociety,  a  paper  to  prove 
die  Wolf,  the  Jackal,  and  the  Dog, 
to  be  of  the  fame  fpecies.  But  as 
the  complete  proof  of  the  wolf  being 
a  dog,  which  confifted  in  the  half- 
bred  puppy  breeding  again,  had  not 
been  under  my  own  infpedtion,  al¬ 
though  fuffjciently  well-authenti¬ 
cated,  I  faved  a  female  of  one  of 
the  half-bred  puppies,  mentioned  in 
that  paper,  in  hopes  of  being  my- 
felf  a  witnefs  of  the  fadt ;  but  when 
thp  period  of  impregnation  arrived, 
wk  unluckily  miffed  that  opportu¬ 
nity.  However,  another  half-bred 
puppy  has  had  young,  which  is 
equally  fatisfadfory  to  me  as  if  my 
own  had  bred.  John  Symmons,  efq ; 
of  Milbank,  has  had  a  female  wolf 
•in  his  pofleftion  for  fome  time,  who 
was  lined  by  a  dog,  and  brought 


forth  feveral  puppies,  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  feeing  with  you.  This 
was  a  very  diort  time  after  the  brood 
had  been  produced  by  Mr.  Goughs 
wolf,  the  fubjeft  of  my  former  pa¬ 
per,  therefore  the  puppies  were 
nearly  of  an  age  with  mine.  Thefe 
puppies  Mr.  Symmons  has  reared  ; 
only  one  of  them  was  a  female,  and 
ihe  had  much  more  of  the  mother 
pr  wolf  in  her  than  any  of  the  reft 
of  the  fame  litter.  I  communicated 
my  wifh  to  Mr.  Symmons,  that  ei¬ 
ther  his  puppy  or  mine  diould  prove 
the  fadt  to  our  own  knowledge $ 
which  he  immediately,  jyith  great 
readinefs,  acceded  to.  On  the  16th, 
17  th,' and  1 8th  of  December,  i7&8> 
this  bitch  was  lined  by  a  dog,  and 
on  the  1 8th  of  February  die  brought 
eight  puppies,  all  of  which  die  now 
rears.  If*  we  reckon  from  the  16th 
of  December,  die  went  64  days  ; 
but  if  we  reckon  from  the  17th,  the 
mean  time,  then  it  is  63  days,  the 
ufual  time  for  a  bitch  to  go  with 
pup.  Thefe  puppies  are  the  fecond 
remove  from  the  wolf  and  dog, 
fimilar  to  that  given  by  my  Lord 
Clanbraflil  to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
which  bred  again.  It  would  have 
proved  the  fame  fadt  if  die  had  been 
lined  by  either  a  wolf,  a  dog,  or 
One  of  the  males  of  her  own  lit^r. 

I  may  juft  remark  here,  that  the 
wolf  feems  to  have  only  one  time  in 
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the  year  for  impregnation  natural 
to  her,  and  that  is  m  the  month  of 
December ;  for  every  time  Mr. 
Gough’s  wolf  has  been  in  heat  was 
in  this  month,  and  it  proves  to  be 
the  fame  month  in  which  Mr.  Sym- 
mons’s  wolf  was  in  heat ;  for  his 
half-bred  wolf  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
age  with  mine,  and  the  time  Hie 
was  in  heat  was  alfo  the  fame  with 
that  of  her  own  mother,  and  the 
prefent  brood  correfponds  in  time 
with  the  brood  of  Mr.  Gough’s 
wolf. 

I  am,  &c. 

John  Hunter.” 

'  t  c'  ' 

-  - . .1  «-  '  ■“ 

An  Account  of  the  Moving  of  a  Bog, 
and  the  Formation  of  a  Lake,  in 
the  County  of  Galway,  Ireland. 
By  Ralph  Outlet,  Efq  j  M.R.J.A. 

From  the  dranfaddns  of  the 
.Royal  Iriili  Academy. 

N  Tuefday,  March  20,  1.745, 
O.  S.  a  very  remarkable 
and  extraordinary  event  happened 
at  the  bog  of  Addereoole,  about  a 
mile  and  an  half  from  the  town  of 
Dun  mo  r  e,  county  of  Galway.  As 
James  Carroll,  Lfq  ff  of  Killeeny, 
fuperiutended  his  men  cutting  turf, 
about  eleven  o’clock  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  the  day  being  very  fultry,  lie 
obferved  a  hidden  and  alarming  ga¬ 
thering  of  the  clouds  juft  over  his 
head,  and  had  fcarce  tune  to  warn 
his  labourers  of  the  approaching 
ftorrn,  when  the  rnoft  violent  and 
furprizirig  rain,  ever  remembered, 
aftailed  them,  accompanied  with  a 
dreadful  though  unknown  noife, 
not  fo  loud,  but  as  tremendous  as 
blunder,  a  little  to  the  eaft  of  where 
'they  flood  :  though  the  men  ran  in- 

*  A  brevet.  major  in  < 


cefiantly  towards  an  adjacent  vir 
lage,  they  were  wet  to  the  fidn  be 
fore  they  got  half  way. 

This  fhower,  or  water-fpout  rt 
ther,  continued  little  more  than  a 
hour,  at  the  conclufion  of  which  th 
turf-cutters  were  preferred  with 
phenomenon  much  more  extraordi 
nary ;  they  faw  the  turbary  the 
had  juft  left,  containing  about  te 
acres,  floating  as  it  were  after  them 
till  it  fubfided  at  laft  upon  a  piec 
of  low  pafture  of  near  thirty  acre 
by  the  river’s  flde,  called  Higgins’ 
Park,  where  it  fpread  and  fettled 
covering  the  whole,  to  the  aftonifh 
merit  of  numbers,  and  the  ver 
great  lofs  of  Major  Carroll  ;  as  i 
inftantly  became,  and  ftill  conti 
nues,  the  wetteft  and  moft  unprofit 
able  piece  of  bog  in  the  whoh 
country.  (  . 

Another  and  more  confiderabh 
injury  immediately  fucceeded  this 
the  moving  bog  completely  choakec 
up  the  river,  which  confequenth 
overflowed  the  back  grounds,  anc 
before  evening  a  lough  or  lake  0 
near  fifty-five  acres  coyered  the  ad¬ 
jacent  fields.  Major  Carroll’s  fim 
bottom  meadow  of  thirty  .acres  wa< 
in  a  few  hours  perfectly  transformec 
into  water:  fifteen  acres  alfo  0: 
meadow,  of  the  lands  of  Addergoole. 
belonging  to  poor  tenants,  fhared 
the  fame  fate,  which,  with  the  ter 
acres  of  bog  that  moved  make  uf 
the  number  mentioned  above  ;  form¬ 
ing  a  confiderable  lough  in  half  a 
day’s  time,  to  the  great  prejudice 
ot  many,  and  fur  prize  as  well  a: 
terror  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  lake  naturally  increafins 
every  hour,  Major  Carroll  in  a  feu 
days  collected  a  great  number  01 
labourers,  and  began  to  make  £ 

n.een  Anne’s  reign. 
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Te  drain  to  carry  the  water  by 
fhorteft  cut  to  the  bed  of  the 
er,  now  dry  :  but  perceiving  the 
y-formed  lough  forcing  itfelf  into 
bther  line,  he  affifted  its  operations, 
d  without  much  trouble  formed 
j  prefent  courfe  of  the  river  to  its 
idion'  with  the  antient  channel, 
flow  the  late  formed  bog.  Before 
je  paffage  was  finifhed,  and  the 
ke  let  run,  it  was  fuppofed  to  have 
ivered  three  hundred  acres  ;  but  in 
yen  or  eight  days  it  diminifhed  to 
"tv  or  fixty  acres,  of  which  extent 
dill  continues.  The  river  below 
le  new  bog  was  nearly  dry  for  more 
ian  a  mile,  and  children  of  ten  or 
welve  years  old  dedrcyed  all  the 
jfli,  even  in  the  deeped:  holes. 

Moil  of  the  grounds  mentioned 
-ere,  are  bounded  by  the  edate'of 
he  prefent  Earl  of  Louth,  who  has 
»een  often  on  the  premifes,  and  is 
hell  acquainted  with  the  above  par- 
iculars.”  '  : 


in  the  telefcope.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing,  about  eleven,  finding  the  dars 
flutter  much,  I  examined  the  date 
of  the  fky,  and  faw  whitifh  rays 
afeending  from  every  part  of  the 
horizon,  all  tending  to  the  pole  of 
the  dipping  needle,  where  at  their 
union  they  formed  a  fmall  thin  and 
white  Canopy,  fimilar  to  the  lumi¬ 
nous  one  exhibited  by  an  aurora  in  the 
night.  Thefe  rays  corufcated  or 
iluvered  from  the  horizon  to  their 
point  of  union. 

Thefe  effds  were  didindly  feeti 
by  three  different  people,  and  their 
point  of  union  marked  fcparately  by 
each  of  them. 

There  is  certainly  no  reafon  for 
confining  the  ededs  of  aurora  bo¬ 
realis  to  the  night,  although  it  then 
makes  its  mod  magnificent  difplay, 
contraded  by  the  darknefs  of  the 
fky.  '  ■ 

The  tumulous  motion  of  the 
dars  at  certain  times  in  ferene  fkies 
lias  been  taken  notice  of  by  the 
Abbe  De  La  Caille,  at  the  Cape  of 


An  Account  of  an  Aurora  Borealis 
feen  in  full  Sunjhine.  By  the  Rev. 
Henry  Uflier,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
and  M.  R.  1.  A.  —  From  the  fame 
Work.  '  * 

H  E  following  phenomenon 
being  very  uncommon’,  if 
mot  entirely  new,  I  think  it  worth 
icommunicating  to  the  Academy, 
tprincipally  with  a  view  to  learn 
whether  any  other  perfon  has  ob- 
ferved  a  fimilar  one  at  any  time. 

On  Saturday  night,  May  24,  1788 
there  was  a  very  bright  aurora  bo- 
.realis,  the  corufcating  rays  of  which 
united,  as  ufual,  in  the  pole  of  the 
i  dipping  needle.  I  have  always  ob- 
!  ferved  that  an  aurora  borealis  ren¬ 
ders  the  dars  remarkably  unfteady 


Good  Hope  ;  and  M.  De  La  Lande 
remarks,  that  fometimes,  when  a 
fouth-wed  wind  prevails  at  Paris,  the 
fame  effect  is  produced.  .An  aurora, 
borealis  in  this  country  is  generally 
fucceeded  by  a  fouth-wed  wind,  and 
frequently  the  wind  veers  round  to 
that  point  during  its  appearance  ? 
now  if  this  phenomenon,  as  fug- 
geded  by  an  ingenious  member  of 
this  Academy,  fliould  be  inflamma¬ 
ble  air  in  a  date  of  inflammation, 
the  water  fo  produced  by  fuch  in¬ 
flammation  might  fatisfadarily  ac¬ 
count  for  this  undeadinefs  of  the 
rays,  whether  we  fuppofe  it  either 
in  the  ad  of  abforption,  or  in  the 
date  of  vehicular  vapour  defend¬ 
ing  from  the  upper  regions  of  the 
atmofphere. 
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That  inflammable  air,  at  lead  fome 
dpecics  of  it,  contains  iron,  cannot 
well  be  difputed,  as  its  effect  on  an 
infufion  or  tinaur-e  of  galls  fhews 
the  prefeiice  of  iron.  That  there 
is  fome  connection,  hitherto  unexr 
plored,  between  magnetifm  and  the 
aurora  borealis  feems  highly  pro¬ 
bable.  The  undeadinefs  of  the 
magnetic  needle  during  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  this  phenomenon  is  known 
to  every  one,  and'  indicates  fucj 
connexion  ;  the  union  of  the  radii 
of  a  ftrong  aurora  borealis  in  the 
pole  of  the  dipping  needle  drength- 
ens  the  fame  conjecture,  which  is 
ibill  further  confirmed  by  the  fitu- 
athn  of  the  luminous  northern  arch, 
generally  the  firfb  fymptom  of  a 
drong  aurora,  and  from  whence,  in 
all  probability,  the  name  was  taken  ; 
for  the  highed  point  of  this  arch  is 
always  found  in  the  magnetic  meri¬ 
dian. 

This  phenomenon  is  certainly 
more  common  now  than  it  was  a 
century  or  even  half  a  century  ago ; 
this  I  find  moil  people,  even  the  mod 
illiterate,  agreed  in.  Upon  exa¬ 
mining  the  accounts  of  the  authen¬ 
ticated  appearances  of  the  aurora 
borealis,  fo  carefully  collected  by 
the  celebrated  De  Mairan,  J  per¬ 
ceive  a  chafrri  in  the  lid  of  obferv- 
ations  for  about  fqrty  years  in  the 
lad  century,  in  the  middle  of  which 
chafm,  nearly,  is  the  year  1661,  in 
which  year  we  are  told  the  variation 
pf  the  needle  at  Paris  was  o.  We 
feem  alfo  to  colleCt  from  the  fame 
^sthor’s  refearches  that  the  fre- 

*  <  J .  -  • »  ,i  ! 


quency  of  this  appearance  feems  j 
have  decreafed  with  the  diminutic! 
of  the  ealbern  variation,  and  it  no  i 
feems  to  inereafe  with  the  increafir. 
wedern  variation.  What  real  coi: 
neChon  there  may  be  between  tl 
‘ variation  of  the  needle  and  the  ai 
rora  borealis,  or  the  caufe  of  it, 
acknowledge  myfelf  entirely  ignc; 
rant  ;  but  perhaps  this  trifling  hir: 
may  engage  the  attention  of  others 
who  have  both  more  leifure  and  abu 
lines  for  fuch  an  intereding  difquij 
fition. 


A  7 able  containing  an  authentic  State-' 
went  of  the  Population  of  China  i 
divided  into  Provinces  ;  made  in  td 
2yth  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  Kien- 
Long  •  i.  e.  in  iy6i.-~From  thi 
Tranflation  of ’  Abbe  Grofier’s  De¬ 
fer  iption  of  China. 

“  rpH  I S  date  of  the  population 
X  of  China,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  peculiarly  authentic, 
was  taken  from  the  Tribunal 
Lands  there,  and  received  in  France 
in  1779.  It  is  written  in  Chinefe 
characters  j  but  an  explanation  of 
thefe  characters  is  added  by  Chi? 
nefe  words  correfpondiqg  to  them, 
which  were  tranflated  into  French 
at  Pe-king.  A  copy  of  this  ori¬ 
ginal  piece  follows  •  but  it  mud  be 
read  frqm  top  to  bottom,  becaufe 
the  Chinefe  lines  are  vertical.  ft 
is  alfo  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the 
cuan  of  the  Chinefe  is  eqqal  to  teq 
thoufand. 


CHONG 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 

CHONG  MIN  CHOU  : 

all  the  people  numbered . 


45 


I. 

Fong-tien*. 

ling,  province 

t,  great 

10,  little 
in,  men 

u,  iv omen 
>ng,  in  all 

”■  w 

OU,  fix 

aan,  ten  thoufiand 
,  eight 
len,  thoufiand 
eight 

i,  hundred 
ic, 

11,  two 

[668,852 

II. 

Tche-ly  f. 

tiing,  province 
a,  great 
ao,  little 
an,  men 
in,  women 
ong,  in  all 
one 

'lien,  thoufiand 

u,  five 

ei,  hundred 

he,  }  ‘Wntjf 
ul,  two 
•uan 
u],  two 
fien,  thoufiand 


] 


*  Leao-tong. 
f  Or  Pe-tchcli. 


Kieo,  nine 
Pei,  hundred 

Chi, 

[i  5,222,940,] 

III. 

Ngan-hoei*. 

Ching,  province 
Ta,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
Eul,  two 
Tlien,  thoufiand 
Eul,  two 
Pei,  hundred 

cl!;,  }f™en,y 

Leou,  fix 
Ouan 
Y,  one 

Tlien,  thoufiand 

Che,  }  ,hir,y  - 

[22,761,030.] 

IV. 

Ki  ANG-SOU. 

Ching,  province 
Ta,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 


*  Kiang-nan  is  divided 
into  two  provinces  ;  one 
of  which  is  called  Ngan- 
hoei  j  the  other,  Kja’ng- 
fou. 


Eul,  two 
Then,  thou  fund 
San,  three 
Pei,  hundred 
Y,  one 

f  he> te”'  l  ftxtan 

Leou,//.*',  J 

Ouan 

Y,  one 

Then,  thoufiand 
Se,  four 
Pei,  hundred 
Kieou,  nine 

[23,161,401.] 

V. 

Kiang-si. 

Ching,  province 
Ta,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  ail 
Y,  one 

Tlien,  thoufiand 
Y,  one 

Pei,  hundred 
Ouan 
Leou,  fix 
Tlien,  thoufiand 
Leou yfix 
Pei,  hundred 

Chi,  }for,y 

[11,006,640.] 

VI. 

TcHE-KIAIfG. 

Ching,  province 
Ta,  great 
Siao,  little 

Nan? 


I 
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Nan,  men 
Ni  u,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
Y,  one 

Tfien,  thoufand 
Ou,five 
Pei,  hundred 

chi,  }f°r‘y 

Eul,  two 
Ou  an 

Kieou,  nine 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Leo,  fix 
Pei,  hundred 
Kieou,  1  . 

Che,  |  mne‘y 

[15,429,69°.] 
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Y, 


VII. 

Fou-kien. 
Ching,  province 


Kong,  in  all 
Pa,  eight 
Pei,  hundred 
Leou,  fix 
Ouan 
San,  three 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Leou,  fix 
Pei,  hundred 
Tli,  \r 

che,  Veventy 

Y,  one 

[8,063,671.] 


VIII. 


Hou-pe*. 


1 

Ting,  province 
"a,  great 


*  Hou~pe  is  divided 
tto  two  provinc  es  ;  Hou- 


and  Ho-nam. 


Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
Pa,  eight 
Pei,  hundred 
Pa,  eight 
Ouan 
Leau,yLf 
Pei,  hundred 
San,  three 


!  7 

j  Che,  i  eigh 

I  Pa>  3 


eignteen 


£8,080,603 

IX. 


} 


H 


OU-MAfJ, 


Ching,  province 


Kong,  in  all 
Pa,  eight 
Pei,  hundred 

Che,  }  eiZh‘y 

Eul,  two 
Ouan 

Kieou,  nine 
Tfien,  thoufand 
San,  three  7 
Pei,  hundred 


Ouan  jj 

Tfi  ,feVen 
Pei,  hundred 

Che,  /  thlr‘y 

j  four 

[25,180,73 


XL 

Hq-nan, 


Ching,  province 


«  t 


Eul  ) 

che,  \ttwenty 


[8,829,320.] 


X. 

Chang-tong. 


Ching,  province 
T  a,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
Eul,  two 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Ou,/w 
Pei,  hundred 


Kong,  in  all 
Y,  one 

Then,  thoufand 
Leou,  fix 
Pei,  hundred 

Che,  I  thir‘y 

San  three 
Ouan 
Eul,  two 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Ou ,  five 
Pei,  hundred 
Tfi  ,feven 

[16,332,50 


XII. 


Chan-si. 


Ching,  provine 
T ay  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
Kieou,  nine 
Pei,  hundred 
Tfi,  lr  ,  »  ■ 

che,  dmfn‘y 


Leo 


t 
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LcOU,yLV 
Ouan 
Pa,  eight 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Y,  one 

Pei,  hundred 

Che,  }eiSh‘y 
Kieou,  nine 

[9,768,189.] 

XIII. 

Sl-NGAN*. 

Ching,  province 
Ta,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
Tfi,  Jeven 
Pei,  hundred 
Eul,  1 ,  , 

Che,  p 
•  Pa,  eight 
Ouan 
Tfi,  /even 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Se,  four 
Pei,  hundred 
Se,  I  , 

Che,  Vor» 

San,  three 

(7,287,443.] 

XIV. 

Kan-sou  f. 

Ching,  province 
T  a,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Ni  u,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
'[  hfjeven 


Pei,  hundred 

Che,  }f‘r!? 

Y,  one 
Ouan 
Eul,  two 
Tfien,  thoufand 

v’  1 

Che,  >  fourteen 

Se,  j 

[7,412,014.] 

XV. 

Se-tchouen. 

Ching,  province 
Ta,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
Eli],  two 
Pei,  hundred 
Tfi,  1  , 

Che,  SIe™n>y 
Pa,  eight 
Ouan 
Eul,  two 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Kieou,  nine 
Pei,  hundred 

Che,  }f™ent? 

Leou,y/Ar 

[2,782,976.] 

XVI. 

a 

Quang-tong. 
Ching,  province 


*  Or  Chen-fi. 
f  Kan-fou  is  a  part 
taken  from  the  province 
of  Chen-fi. 


Kong,  in  all 
Lcou,  fix 
Pei,  hundred 

Che, 


Kieou,  nine 
Ouan 
Tfi,  feven 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Ou,  fi*ve 
Pei,  hundred 
Kieou,  I  .  . 

Che,  1  mne‘y  . 

Tfi,  feven 

[6,797. 597-J 

XVII. 

Quang-si. 

Ching,  province 
Ta,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
San,  three 
Pei,  hundred 
Kieou,  I  . 

Che,  }  mne,y 
Se,  four 
Ouan 
T£\y  feven 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Se,  four 
Pei,  hundred 

Y’  1 

Che,  >  fourteen 
Se,  J 

[3>947>4H-I 

XVIII. 

Y  UN- NAN. 

Ching,  province 
T a,  great 
Siao,  little 
Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
Eul,  tVJO 
Pei,  hundred 
T  h,  feven 
Ouan 
Pa,  eight 


The 


n 


4.8  ANNUA 

.  '  '  •  '  ^ 

Tfien,  thoufand 

Fa,  eight 
Pei,  hundred 
Evil,  two 

1 2, 07  8, 802.] 
XIX; 

Koei-tcheou: 

Clvvng,  province 
T a,  great 
Siao,  little 


,  REGISTER 

Nan,  men 
Niu,  women 
Kong,  in  all 
San,  three 


Pei,  hundred 


Quan 
Eu I,  two 
Tfien,  thoufand 
Tfi,  J even 
Pei,  hundred 


1780/ 

Eul,  |  • 

Che,  \“we,ay 
Eul,  two 

[3,402,72  2.] 

KIEN-LONG, 

Eul,  1  #  , 

Che, 

Leou  y  ft  x 
Nien,  ^<2*- 


If  we  add  all  thefe  Quantities,  wefhall  have,  for  the  ium  total 
©f  the  inhabitants  of  China  in  1761,  Which'  was  the  twenty-fixth’ 
year  of  the  reign  of  Kien-long,  one  hundred  and  ninety -eight 
millions,  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand,  five  hundred  and 
fifty-three,, 


This  regifter  was  accompanied 
with  a  comparative  ftate  df  the  po¬ 
pulation  in  the  twenty-fifth  and 
twenty-fixth  years  of  the  reign  of 
Kien-long ,  or  in  1760  and  1761.  In 
the  former,  there  were  found  to  be 
in  China  196,837,977  mouths  ;  in  the 
fecond,  198,214,353  ;  there  was 
therefore  an  increafe  of  1,376,576 
in  the  comfe  of  one  year  only. 
But,  twenty  years  have  elapfed  fince 
the  epoeha  of  this  numeration  ;  and 


[195,214,553.] 

as  it  can  be  proved  by  fadh,  that 
the  population  of  China,  for  a  long 
time  pail,  has  been  progreffively  in- 
creating;  may  we  not  thence  pre¬ 
fume,  that  this  empire  contains  at 
prefent  two  hundred  millions  of  in¬ 
habitants  ?  It  will,  ho  doubt,  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  there  is  no  fovereign  in 
the  univerfe  who  commands  fo  many 
people  united  in  the  fame  fociety, 
and  governed  by  the  fame  laws,” 


ci  he  Manner  of  making  Procelain.-— 
From  the  fame. 

fine  Procelain  of  China 
Jb  is  fo  celebrated,  that  we 
cannot  omit  giving  fome  account  of 
the  manner  of  preparing  the  pafte  of 
which  it  is  made.  This  fubftance  is 
produced  by  the  mixture  of  two 
forts  of  earth  ;  one  of  which  is  called 
pe-iun-t[ey  and  the  other,  kao-lin  ; 
the  latter  is  intermixed  /with  fmail 
ibining  particles  ;  the  other  is  purely 
white,  and  very  fine  to  the  touch. 
Thefe  firft  materials  ate  carried  to 
the  fnanufa&ories  in  the  Hiape  of 


bricks.  The  pe-tun-tfey  which  is  fo 
fine,  is  nothing  elfe  but  fragments 
of  rock  taken  from  certain  quarries, 
and  reduced  to  powder.  Every  kind 
of  ftone  is  not  fit  for  this  purpofe. 
The  colour  of  that  which  is  gctody  fay 
the  Chinefe,  ought  to  incline  a  little 
towards  green.  A  large  iron  club  is 
ufed  for  breaking  thefe  pieces  of 
rock  ;  they  are  afterwards  put  into 
mortars;  and,  by  means  of  levers 
headed  with  ftone  bound  round  with 
iron,  they  are  reduced  to  a  very  fine 
powder.  Thefe  levers  are  put  in 
a&ion  either  by  the  labour  of  men, 
or  by  water,  in  the  fame  manner  as 

the 
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the  hammers  of  our  paper-mills. 
The  duft  aftei  wards  collected,  is 
thrown  into  a  large  veflM  full  of  wa¬ 
ter,  which  is  ftrongly  ftirred  with  an 
iron  fliovel.  When  it  has  been  left 
to  fettle  for  fome  time,  a  kind  of 
cream  rifes  on  the  top,  about  four 
inches  in  thicknefs, which  is  flammed 
off  and  poured  into  another  veflel 
filled  with  water;  the  water  in  the 
firft  veflel  is  ftirred  feveral  times, 
and  the  cream  which  rifes  is  ftill 
collected,  until  nothing  remains  but 
the  coarle  dregs,  which,  by  their  own 
weight,  precipitate  to  the  bottom  : 
thele  dregs  are  carefully  collected, 
and  pounded  anew. 

With  regard  to  what  is  taken 
from  the  firft  veflel,  it  is  fuffered  to 
remain  in  the  fecond  until  it  is  form¬ 
ed  into  a  kind  of  cruft  at  the  bot¬ 
tom.  When  the  water  above  it 
feems  quite  clear,  it  is  poured  off, 
by  gently  inclining  the  veflel,  that 
the  fediment  may  not  be  difturbed  ; 
and  the  pafte  is  thrown  into  large 
moulds  proper  for  drying  it.  Be¬ 
fore  it  is  entirely  hard,  it  is  divided 
into  fmall  fquare  cakes,  which  are 
fold  by  the  hundred.  The  colour 
of  this  pafte,  and  its  form,  have  oc- 
cafioned  it  to  receive  the  name  of 
pe-tun-tfe. 

The  kao-lin  which  is  ufetf  in  the 
compofition  of  porcelain,  requires 
lefs  labour  than  the  pe-tun-tfe.  Na¬ 
ture  has  a  greater  fliare  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  it.  There  are  large 
mines  of  it  in  the  boloms  of  certain 
mountains,  the  exterior  ftrata  of 
which  cenfift  of  a  kind  of  red  earth. 
Thefe  mines  are  very  deep,  and  the 
kao-lin  is  found  in  fmall  lumps,  that 
are  formed  into  bricks,  after  having 
go»e  through  the  fame  procefs  as 
th epe-tunt-fe.  Father  d’Entrecolles 
thinks  that  the  earth  called  terra  de 
Malte ,  or  St.  Paul's  earthy  has  much 

Vol.  xxxr. 
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affinity  to  the  kao-lin ,  although  thoft 
fmall  fhining  particles  are  not  ob- 
ferved  in  it  which  are  interfperfed 
in  the  latter. 

It  is  from  the  kao-lin ,  that  fine 
porcelain  derives  all  its  ftrength  ;  if 
we  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion, 
it  ftands  it  in  ftead  of  nerves.  It  is 
very  extraordinary,  that  a  foft  earth 
fliould  give  ftrength  and  confiftency 
to  the  pe-tun-tfe ,  which  is  procured 
from  the  hardeft  rocks.  A  rich 
Chinefe  merchant  told  F.  d’Entre¬ 
colles,  that  the  Englifli  and  Dutch 
had  purchafed  fome  of  the  pe-tun-tfe , 
which  they  tranfported  to  Europe, 
with  a  dtfign  of  making  porcelain  ; 
but,  having  carried  with  them  none 
ol  the  kao-lin ,  their  attempt  proved 
abortive,  as  they  have  fince  acknow¬ 
ledged.  They  wanted,  faid  this  Chi- 
nefe,  laughing,  to  form  a  body  the 
flefb  of  which  fhould  ftpport  itfelf 
without  bones. 

The  Chinefe  have  difeovered, 
within  thefe  few  years,  a  new  fub- 
ftance  proper  to  be  employed  in  the 
compofition  of  porcelain.  It  is  a 
ftone,  or  rather  lpecies  of  chalk, 
called  bta-che ,  from  which  the  phv- 
ficians  prepare  a  kind  of  draught 
that  is  faid  to  be  deterfive,  aperient, 
and  cooling.  The  manufacturers  of 
porcelain  have  thought  proper  to 
employ  this  ftone  inftead  ol  kao-lin. 
It  is  called  hoa  becaufe  it  is  gluti¬ 
nous,  and  has  a  great  refemblance  to 
foap.  Porcelain  made  with  hoa-che 
is  very  rare,  and  much  dearer  than 
any  other.  It  has  an  exceeding  fine 
grain,  and,  with  regard  to  the  paint¬ 
ing,  if  it  be  compared  with  that  of 
the  common  porcelain,  it  appears  to 
furpafs  it  as  much  as  vellum  does  pa¬ 
per.  This  porcelain  is,  befides,  fo 
light,  that  it  furprifes  thofe  who  aie 
accuftomed  to  handle  other  kinds ; 
it  isalfo  much  more  brittle  j  and  it 
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is  very  difficult  to  hit  upon  the  pro¬ 
per  degree  of  tempering  it. 

Hoa-che  is  feldom  ufed  in  forming 
the  body  of  the  work  ;  the  artift  is 
contented  fometimes  with  making  it 
into  a  very  fine  fize,  in  which  the 
veffiei  is  plunged  when  dry,  in  order 
that  it  may  receive  a  coat  before  it 
is  painted  and  varnifhed  :  by  thefe 
means,  it  acquires  a  fuperior  oegree 
of  beauty. 

When  hoa-che  is  taken  from  the 
mine,  it  is  wafhed  in  rain  or  rivef 
water,  to  fepaiate  it  from  a  kind  of 
yellow  earth  which  adheres  to  it.  It 
is  then  pounded,  put  into  a  tub  filled 
with  water,  to  diffolve  it,  and  aftei- 
wards  formed  into  cakes  like  hao-lin. 
We  are  allured,  that  hoa  cbe,  when 
prepared  in  this  manner,  without  the 
mixture  of  any  other  earth,  is  alone 
fufficient  to  make  porcelain.  It 
ferves  inftead  of  kao  lin  ;  but  it  is 
much  dearer  Kao-lin  cofts  only 
ten  pence  fterling  :  the  price  of  hoa- 
che  is  half-a-crown  ;  this  difference 
therefore  greatly  enhances  the  va¬ 
lue  of  porcelain  made  with  the 
latter.” 


Curious  Account  of  a  young  Leveret 
nurtured  by  a  Cat. — Extruded 
from  ike  Natural  Hi  dory  and  Anti¬ 
quities  of  Selborne,  in  the  County 
of  Southampton,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
White. 

u  'IT  T  TE  have  remarked  in  a  form- 
\ y  er  letter  how  much  incon¬ 
gruous  animals,  in  a  lonely  Hate, 
may  be  attached  to  each  other  from 
a  fpirit  of  fociality ;  in  this  it  may 
not  he  amifs  to  recount  a  different 
motive  which  has  been  known  to 
create  as  ftrange  a  fondnefs. 

My  friend  had  a  little  helplefs  le- 
,?Cret  brought  id  him,  which  the  fer- 
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vants  fed  with  milk  in  a  fpoon,  and 
about  the  fame  time  his  cat  kittened, 
and  the  young  were  ditpatched  and 
buried.  The  hare  was  foon  loft,  and 
fuppofed  to  be  gone  the  way  of aioft 
fondlings,  to  be  killed  by  iome  dog 
or  cat.  However,  in  about  a.  tort- 
night,  as  the  mafter  was  fitting  ia 
his  garden  in  the  dulk  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  he  obferved  his  cat,  v/ith  tail 
erett,  trotting  towards  him,  and  call¬ 
ing  with  little  ftiort  inward  notes  of 
complacency,  luch  as  they  life  to¬ 
wards  their  kittens,  and  foniething 
gambolling  after,  which  proved  to 
be  the  leveret,  that  the  cat  had  lup- 
ported  with  her  milk,  and  continued 
to  fupport  with  great  affection. 

Thus  was  a  graminivorous  animal 
nurtured  by  a  carnivorous  and  pre¬ 
daceous  one  ! 

Why  fo  cruel  and  fanguinary  a 
beaft  as  a  cat,  of  a  ferocious  genus 
o {  teles,  the  murium  leot  as  Lmnaeus 
calls  it,  ftiould  be  affected  with  any 
tendernefs  towards  an  animal  which 
is  its  natural  prey,  is  not  fo  eafy  t® 
determine. 

This  ftrange  affedlion  probably 
was  occaiioned  by  that  defiderium, 
thofe  tender  maternal  feelings, which 
the  lofs  of  her  kittens  had  awakened 
in  herbreaft;  and  by  the  compla¬ 
cency  and  eafe  flie  derived  to  herfelf 
from  the  procuring  her  teats  to  be 
drawn,  which  were  too  much  dif- 
tended  with  milk,  till,  from  habit, 
fhe  became  as  much  delighted  with 
this  fondling  as  if  it  had  been  her 
real  offspring. 

This  incident  is, no  bad  folutioa 
of  that  ftrange  circumftance  which 
grave  hiftorians,  as  well  as  the  poets, 
affert,  of  expoied  children  being 
fometimes  nurtured  by  female  wild 
beafts  that  probably  had  loft  their 
young.  For  it  is  not  one  whit  more 
marvellous  that  R  omulus  and  Remus 
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fn  theirinfant  ftate,  fhouldbe  nul  led 
by  a  fhe-wolf,  than  that  a  poor  little 
ft '  king  leveret  fhould  be  foftered 
and  chei iflied  by  a  bloody  gii- 
malkin.” 


Some  Account  of  the  poifonous  Ser¬ 
pents  and  Plants  in  the  Country  of 
the  Hottentots. —  Extruded  from 
a  Narrative  of  Four  Journies  into 
the  Country  of  the  Hottentots  and 
Caffiaria,  in  the  Tears  1 78 7 ,  8, 
9,  by  Lieutenant  i'aUrfon. 

“  f  f  ^  H  E  Her ned  Snake ,  is  the 
Jk  moft  poisonous  ot  thefe  rep¬ 
tiles;  it  is  of  a  g’eyifli  colour,  and 
about  eighteen  inches  long  :  its  head, 
which  is  very  flat,  is  laige  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  fize  of  the  body,  with 
lmall  feales,  which  the  inhabitants 
call  horns,  rifing  over  its  eyes. 

This  ierpent,  to  truly  formidable 
from  the  mortal  nature  of  its  bite, 
particularly  abounds  in  the  country 
of  the  Bofhmen  and  Nimiqua  Hot¬ 
tentots,  who  ufe  its  poifon  in  prefe¬ 
rence  to  that  of  all  others,  for  poi- 
foning  their  arrows.  The  Bofhmen, 
indeed,  who  have  no  cattle  of  their 
own,  and  depend  entirely  on  their 
bows  for  fubfiftence,  feem  to  have 
been  furnifhed  by  nature  with  this 
poifon  as  their  only  defence  againlf 
their  numerous  enemies.  Impelled 
by  hunger,  they  often  quit  the 
mountains  and  plunder  the  Dutch 
peafants  of  their  cattle;  and,  were 
it  not  for  thefe  poifonous  weapons, 
they  would  be  unable  to  wirhftand 
or  efcape  from  the  parties  which  in 
thefe  cafes  are  fent  againft  them ; 
but  thus  armed,  feveral  of  the  Dutch 
have  been  killed,  and  many  have 
barely  elcaped  with  life  from  their 
wounds. 

The  ufual  mode  of  preparing  this 
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poiton,  is  by  bruifing  the  whole 
fuake  till  it  becomes  of  the  confid¬ 
ence  of  a  gum  ;  a  Imall  quantity  of 
this  fubftance  is  then  tied  on  the 
point  of  the  arrow  with  final!  finews: 
two  or  more  barbs  are  formed  in  the 
arrow  to  prevent  its  quitting  the 

flefh. 

This  poifon  is  fometimes  mixed 
with  others,  to  form  a  pieparation 
called  rot  poifon,  which,  as  I  was" 
informed  by  a  peafant  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  produces  a  mortification  with¬ 
out  much  pain.  1  he  wife  of  a  Dutch 
peafant  travelling  to  the  Cape,  was 
attacked  in  the  night  by  a  party  of 
Bofiimeu,  who  came  to  fitea)  her 
cattle  •  flie  received  a  wound  from 
an  ariow  on  her  /boulder  ;  and  fo 
rapid  was  the  effldt  ot  the  poifon, 
that  before  fhe  reached  the  Cape, 
her  breafts  came  oft,  and  a  cure  was 
impofiible.  This  and  many  other 
inftances  have  been  related  to  me 
by  the  country  people.  I  /ball  not 
attempt  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of 
them  ;  but  they  are  generally  be¬ 
lieved  at  the  Cape.  ManyHottentots 
die  of  the  bite  of  poifonous  ferpents  ; 
but  1  have  feen  feveral  who  had  re¬ 
covered  ;  though,  from  what  I  could 
learri,  they  had  no  mode  of  cure 
but  the  abtual  cautery. 

The  Koufe- band,  or  Garter- fnake, 
is  another  of  the  poifonous  reptiles 
.  of  that  country:  It  is  particularly 
dangerous  to  travellers,  as  it  relepi- 
bles  the  foil  fo  much  m  colour,  that 
it  is  not  readily  perceived.  The 
Koufe  band  is  fmall,  and  feldorn  ex¬ 
ceeds  eighteen  inches  in  length.  I 
imagine  it  to  be  the  Covra  Manill  1 
or  the  Eaft:  Indies.  This  tiibe  is 
laid  to  cccafion  aimoft  inftant  death. 
But,  as  all  fnakes  lole  a  confiderable 
portion  of  their  poifonous  quality  by 
repeating  their  bite,  there  may  be 
times  when  the  poifon  is  not 
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ftrong,  or  fo  mortal .  I  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  feeing  a  farmer,  at  the  hot 
baths  near  the  Cape,  who  had  been 
bitten  by  a  koufe-band  in  the  foot 
For  fome  time  after  the  circumftance 
happened,  he  found  great  benefit 
from  bathing  the  wounded  part  with 
cold  water,  mixed  with  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  fait.  When  •  law  him  he  had 
been  lame  for  two  years.  When¬ 
ever  he  took  much  exercife,  it  occa- 
fioned  a  fwelling  in  the  leg,  to  which 
the  warm  bath  afforded  a  temporary 
relief. 

The  Yellow  Snake  >  which  differs 
only  in  colour  from  the  Covra  Ca- 
pella,  or  hopded  lhake  of  India,  is 
frequently  found  here.  Though  ex¬ 
tremely  poifonous,  their  fize  and 
bright  yellow  colour  renders  it  eafy 
to  avoid  them.  They  are  from  four 
to  eight  feet  in  length.  The  yellow 
fnake  is  moflly  found  in  rat-holes. 
After  eating  thefe  animals,  which 
form  the  chief  part  of  its  food,  it 
takes  pofTeffton  of  their  holes  :  this 
renders  it  dangerous  for  travellers 
to  lie  down  in  any  place  where  there 
aie  traces  of  this  deftrudtive  rep¬ 
tile. 

The  Hottentots  procure  the  poi- 
fon  of  this  fnake  by  difTe6ting  the 
bag  from  its  mouth,  and  dipping 
iinews,  which  they  afterwards  tie  on 
the  points  of  their  arrows,  in  the  li¬ 
quid  it  contains. 

The  Puff  Adder ,  which  has  its 
name  from  blowing  itfelf  up  to  near 
a  foov.in  circumference,  is  of  a 
greyifh  colour,  and  about  three  feet 
and  a  ifialf  in  length  :  it  is  confider- 
ably  thicker  than  any  I  ever  faw  in 
that  country  ;  its  head  is  large  and 
Hat ;  the  poifon-teeth  about  an  inch 
long,  and  hooked.  The  puff  adder 
Is  extremely  dangerous  to  cattle.  In 
one  of  my  excursions  in  the  Country, 
a  horfe  of  mine  was  bit  by  one  of 


them  in  the  mouth,  while  grazing, 
and  furvived  the  wound  but  two 
days. 

The  Spring  Adder  is  a  very  dan¬ 
gerous,  but  uncommon  fnake  ;  it  is 
jet  black,with  white  fpots, from  three 
to  four  feel  long,  and  proportionably 
thick.  When  colonel  Gordon  (now 
commander  in  chief  at  the  Cape) 
was  in  that  country,  in  the  year  fe- 
venteen  hundred  and  feventy  five, 
he  mentioned  to  me  a  circumftance 
of  Ids  having  met  two  Have  boys 
chafed  by  a  ipring  adder,  which 
feented  to  be  gaining  ground  upon 
them,  when  he  {hot  it  through  the 
middle. 

The  Night  Snake ,  which  is  more 
beautiful  than  any  of  the  others,  is 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  inches  long, 
and  very  thin  i  it  is  belted  with 
black,  red,  and  yellow;  and  when 
near,  at  night,  has  the  appearance 
of  fire.  The  Hottentots  call  it  kill- 
men. 

Thefe  fix  fpeciesof  ferpents, about 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  feeing  ;  and  brought 
home  fpecimens  of  moft  of  them, 
preferved  in  fpirits,  for  further  iti- 
fpeftion.  I  however  regret  much, 
that,  as  my  chief  objedt  was  the  col- 
ledtion  of  plants,  1  had  it  not  in  my 
power  to  remain  long  enough  in  any 
one  place  to  make  fuch  experiments 
on  their  leveralpoifons  as  might  have 
enabled  me  to  have  given  a  clear 
account  of  their  effedts  from  my 
own  observation.  There  ate,  I  have 
no  doubt,  many  other  finakes  in  that 
country  with  which  we  are  as  yet 
unacquainted.  One,  which  is  called 
the  Spotg  Slang,  or  Spitting  Snake , 
has  been  mentioned  to  me  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  country,  who  fay  it 
will  throw  its  poifon  to  the  diftance 
of  feveral  yards ;  and  that  people 
have  been  blinded  by  them ;  but  this 

never 
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never  came  under  my  own  inflec¬ 
tion. 

The  Black  or  Rock  Scerflion,  is 
nearly  as  venomous  as  any  of  the 
ferpent  tribe.  A  farmer  who  refided 
at  a  place  called  the  Parle,  near  the 
Cape,  was  flung  by  one  in  the  foot, 
during  my  flay  in  the  country,  and 
died  in  a  tew  houis. 

Doflor  Syde,  one  of  the  Cape 
phyficians,  informed  me  that  feveral 
people  had  been  brought  to  him 
flung  by  icorpions,and  that  he  found 
oil  to  be  the  beA  antidote  he  ever 
tried.  'Fhe  natives  of  India  hold 
the  part  wounded  as  near  to  the  fire 
as  poffible,  for  a  confiderable  time, 
which,  they  fay,  produces  a  perfect 
cure. 

I  fhall  here  add  a  few  obferva- 
tions,  which  occurred  to  me  while 
ferving  in  the  fouthern  army  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  refpefling  fome  of  our 
loldiers  who  were  bitten  by  fnakes 
mi  that  campaign. 

The  fouthern  countries  of  Indof 
tan  abound  with  the  fmall  fnake 
Called  the  Co'vra  Manilla ,  which  is 
well  known  to  be  very  poilonous. 
The  Bi  amins  tell  us  that  they  can  ad- 
minitler  complete  relief  in  the  moft 
defperate  cafes ;  but  their  mode  of 
practice  has  hitherto  been  kept  a 
lecret  from  Europeans.  Colonel 
F ullarton,  ho  wever, procured  a  fmall 
box  of  their  pills  from  the  reverend 
Mr.  S  v/artz,  a  miffionary  at  Tan- 
jore  j  and  at  the  fiege  of  Carrore, 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  proving 
the  eflefts  of  them.  One  of  our 
Sepoys  was  bitten,  aad  fo  ill  that 
we  defpaired  of  his  life.  The  colo¬ 
nel  gave  him  one  of  the  pills,  which 
feemed  to  aft  as  a  very  flrong  opiate 
for  fome  time,  and  threw  Mini  int» 
a  delirium  ;  in  two  days,  however, 
the  man  was  perfectly  recovered. 

We  had  aifo  a  fecond  proof  of 
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their  utility,  though  the  man  did  not 
appear  to  be  fo  ill  as  on  the  former 
occafion.  1  wa*  witnefs  to  a  third 
cafe,  where  we  could  not  procure 
thefe  pills  A  feivant  of  lieutenant 
Smith,  in  the  lame  regiment  with 
my  felt,  was  bitten.  The  lieutenant 
gave  him  nothing  but  brandy  and 
hot  Madeira  wine,  and  kept  him  in 
a  Hate  of  intoxication  tor  twenty- 
four  hours;  the  next  day  the  pain 
was  gone,  but  the  man  continued  in- 
difpofed  for  fome  time. 

A  fofdier  in  the  feventy-eighth 
regiment,  after  a  wound  from  a  fer¬ 
pent,  was  fo  ill  that  his  whole  body 
was  difcoloured,  and  he  was  confi- 
dered  as  incurable  by  all  the  furge- 
ons  in  the  army.  In  this  cafe  we 
could  not  have  recourfe  to  the  Bra- 
min’s pills;  and  it  was  thought  that 
nothing  but  the  ftrengt'h  of  his  con- 
Aitution  could  have  iaved  him. 

Another  circumftance,  relpefting 
the  bite  of  fnakes,  which  happened 
near  Bengal,  will  not,  I  flatter  my- 
felf,  be  deemed  unworthy  of  atten¬ 
tion  : — When  a  brigade  was  canton¬ 
ed, the  houfes  had  not  been  inhabited 
tor  fome  time  before.  Soon  after 
they  went  in,  there  were  fome  men 
found  dead  in  the  morning ;  tor 
which  fa  ft  they  were  totally  unable 
to  account.  The  difaiter,  however, 
was  Icon  difcoVered  to  proceed  from 
the  bite  of  fnakes.  On  iearching, 
they  found  vafl  numbers  of  thefe 
animals  in  the  holes  of  the  mud- 
walls  ;  the  great  eft  part  of  which 
they  killed.  They  were  then  ad- 
vifed  to  lay  a  quantity  of  onions  ar  d 
gsrlick  about  their  rooms,  in  the 
infide ;  and  after  that,  no  fmther 
traces  of  them  were  perceived. 

It  is  much  to  be  w  tilled  that  any 
certain  remedy  for  the  bite  of  ihofe 
poifonous  aniinalscoulci  be  difeover- 
ed,  and  fuch  as  might  be  canted  in 
E  *  the 
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the  traveller’s  pocket,  when  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  a  long  journey.  Bota¬ 
nies,  or  naturalists,  are  more  expofed 
than  any  other  elafs  of  men,  as  they 
are  ccnftantly  wandering  in  the  fields 
among  ftirubs  and  graft,  where  they 
cannot  difcover  thofe  reptiles  fo  rea¬ 
dily  as  thofe  who  confine  themfelves 
to  beaten  paths.  It  is  feldom  they 
can  carry  a  bed  with  them  ;  and 
when  lying  on  the  ground,  they  are 
in  danger  of  turning  themfelves  on 
thofe  venomous  creatures,  who  often 
creep  near  the  human  body  for  the 
lake  of  warmth.  It  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  for  them  to  get  into  beds,  as  I 
have  myfelf  oblerved  in  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

Though  there  are  few  countries 
in  the  world  which  abound  more 
with  deleterious  vegetables  than  the 
country  adjacent*  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  yet  the  principal  dan¬ 
ger,  to  the  traveller,  refults  from 
the  animated  part  of  the  creation ; 
he  can  always  avoid  the  one,  when 
he  cannot  apprehend  the  other.  I 
am  only  acquainted  with  four  of  the 
former  kind,  which  are  commonly 
employed  as  inftruments  of  deftruc- 
,tion. 

The  firft  is  a  large  bulbous  plant, 
Amaryllis  Diflicha ,  which  is  called 
mad  poifon,  from  the  effedts  ufually 
produced  on  the  animals  which  are 
wounded  by  the  weapons  impreg¬ 
nated  with  it.  The  natives  prepare 
this  poifon  in  the  following  manner : 
they  take  the  bulbs,  about  the  time 
when  they  are  putting  out  their 
leaves,  and  cutting  them  tranf- 
verfely,  extradt  a  thick  fluid,  which 
is  kept  in  the  fun  till  it  comes  quite 
of  the  confidence  of  gum.  I  t  is  then 
put  up  for  ufe ;  and  the  method  of 
laying  it  on  their  arrows  has  been 
already  defer  ibed. 

The  hunters  employ  this  fpecies 
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of  poifon  chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of 
killing  fuch  animals  as  are  intended 
for  food,  fuqh  as  antelopes  ami  other 
fmail  quadrupeds.  After  they  are 
wounded,  they  can,  and  do  in  ge¬ 
neral,  run  for  leveral  miles,  and  it 
frequently  happens  that  they  are  not 
found  till  the  next  day,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  poifoneuslubftance  hav¬ 
ing  penetrated  the  mufcular  parts. 

When  the  leaves  of  this  plant  are 
young,  the  cattle  are  very  fond  of 
them,  though  they  are  inftant  death; 
the  farmers  therefore  are  very  cau¬ 
tious  not  to  (offer  them  to  enter  into 
the  tradls  which  are  fufpedfed  of 
producing  this  plant. 

The  fecond  is  a  fpecies  of  Eu¬ 
phorbia ,  which  is  found  in  that  part 
of  the  country  which  is  inhabited  by 
Bofhmen,  and  in  the  Great  Nimiqua 
Land.  The  gum  of  this  is  alfo  ufed 
for  arrows  j  but  the  plant  is  more 
commonly  ufed  for  poifoning  the 
water  where  the  animals  refort  to 
drink  ;  and  a  Granger,  who  travels 
in  that  country,  mu  ft  be  very  care¬ 
ful  in  examining  the  fpring  before 
he  drinks. 

This  plant  grows  from  about  fif¬ 
teen  to  twenty  feet  in  height,  fend¬ 
ing  out  many  branches  full  of  flrong 
fpines.  The  natives  cut  off  as  many 
©f  the  branches  as  they  think  ne- 
ceftary  for  the  deftru£lion  of  the  ani¬ 
mals  they  intend  to  poifon.  They 
generally  conduct  the  water  a  few 
yards  from  the  fpring  into  a  pit 
made  for  the  purpofe  ;  after  which 
they  put  in  the  euphorbia,  and  cove* 
the  fpring,  fo  that  the  creatures  have 
no  choice:  and  in  that  country  water 
is  very  fcarce;  fometimes  it  is  twenty 
miles  from  one  fpring  of  water  to 
another. 

The  only  animal  I  ever  faw  poi- 
foned  by  this  means,  was  a  Zebra  ; 
it  had  fcarcely  proceeded  half  a  mile 

from 
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from  the  water  berore  it  dropped  ; 
and  I  was  aflured  bv  the  natives  that 

J 

none  eicaped  which  drank  of  luch 
water,  though  they  declared  the 
flefh  was  not  injured  by  the  poifon. 

The  third  vegetable  poifon  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  a  fpecies  of  Rhus,  which 
is  only  found  near  the  Great  River, 

j 

or  Orange  Siver  ;  and  is  laid  to  be 
very  dangerous.  When  this  poifon 
is  extracting,  the  opeiators  cover 
their  eyes,  as  the  lea.ll  drop  touching 
that  organ  would  certainly  deprive 
them  of  light;  It  is  fometimes  ufed 
for  arrows 

The  fourth  is  the  only  poifon 
really  uieful  to  the  European  in  ha- 
bitan  ts  ;  it  is  a  luiall  ftnubby  plant, 
producinga  nut,called  by  the  Dutch, 
IVoolf  Gift,  or  wolf  poifon,  whieh 
they  ufe  lor  poiloning  the  Hyenas. 

The  method  of  pieparing  this,  is 
by  taking  the  nuts  and  roaffing  them 
as  they  do  coffee,  after  which  they 
pulverize  them  :  they  afterwards 
take  fonre  pieces  of  meat,  or  a  dead 
dog,  which  they  fluff  full  of  the 
powder,  and  throw  them  into  the 
Helds.  The  voiacious  hyenas,  meet¬ 
ing  with  any  thing  of  this  kind,  foon 
devour  it,  and  in  general  are  found 
dead  the  following  dayT 


Some  Account  of  the  Natural  Hi  [lory 
of  New  South  Wales. — From  a 
Narrative  of  the  Expedition  to 
Botany  Bay,  by  Captain  W. 
Tench,  of  the  Marines. 

“  the  geographical  know- 

JL  ledge  or  tliis  country,  fup- 
plied  by  captain  Cook,  and  captain 
Furneaux,  we  are  able  to  add  no¬ 
thing.  The  latter  explored  the  coaft 
from  Van  Diemen’s  Land  to  the  la¬ 
ta  ude  of  39*  fouth  ;  and  Cook  from 
Point  Hicks,  which  lies  in  37°  5 S', 
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to  Endeavour  Srreights.  The  in¬ 
termediate  fpace  between  the  end 
of  Furneaux’s  difeovery  and  Point 
Hicks,  is,  therefore,  the  only  part  of 
the  fouth-eaff  coafl  unknown  ;  and 
it  fo  happened  on  our  paflage  thi¬ 
ther,  owing  to  the  weather,  which 
forbade  any  part  of  the  fliips  engag¬ 
ing  with  the  fhore,  that  we  are  un- 
able  to  pronounce  whether,  or  not  a 
(freight  interleCts  the  continent  here¬ 
abouts  :  though  I  beg  leave  to  fay, 
that  I  have  been  informed  by  si  naval 
friend,  that  when  the  fleet  was  off 
this  part  of  the  coafl,  a  ftrong  fet- 
off  fhore  was  plainly  felt. 

At  the  diffanceof  60  miles  inland, 
a  prodigious  chain  of  lofty -moun¬ 
tains  runs  nearly  in  a  north  and  fouth 
dire&ion,  fuither  than  the  eye  can 
tiace  them.  Should  nothing  inter¬ 
vene  to  prevent  it,  the  governor  in¬ 
tends,  fhortly,  to  explore  their  fum- 
mits  :  and  1  think  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  that  his  curiofity  will  not  go 
unrewarded.  It  large  rivers  do  exiff 
in  the  country,  which  fome  of  us  are 
almoft  lceptical  enough  to  doubt, 
their  fources  mull  arife  amid!  theie 
hills  ;  and  the  direction  they  run  in, 
for  a  confiderable  diftance,  muff  be 
either  due  north,  or  due  fouth.  For 
it  is  ftrikingly  Angular  that  three 
fuch  noble  harbours  as  Botany  Bay, 
Port  Jackfon,  and  Broken  Bay,  alike 
end  in  (Fallows  and  fwamps,  filled 
with  mangroves. 

The  general  face  of  the  country 
is  certainly  pleafing,  being  diverfi- 
fied  with  gentle  afeents,  and  little 
winding  values,  covered  for  the  moll 
part  with  large  fp reading  trees, 
which  afford  a  lucceffion  of  leives 
in  all  feafons.  In  thole  places  where 
trees  are  fcarce,  a  variety  of  flowers 
ing  fhrubs  abound,  moff  oi  them  en¬ 
tirely  new  to  an  European,  and  im¬ 
peding  in  beauty,  frag  ance,  and 

number, 
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number,  all  I  ever  law  in  an  uncul¬ 
tivated  ftate :  among  thefe,  a  tall 
fhrub,  bearing  an  elegant  white 
flower,  which  fmells  like  Englifh 
May,  is  particularly  delightful,  and 
perfumes  the  air  around  to  a  great 
diftance.  The  fpecies  of  trees  are 
few,  and,  I  am  concerned  to  add, 
the  wood  univerfally  of  fo  bad  a 
grain,  as  almoft  to  preclude  a  poffi- 
bility  of  ufing  it  :  the  increafe  of  la¬ 
bour  occafioned  by  this  in  our  build¬ 
ings  has  been  fuch,  as  nearly  to  ex¬ 
ceed  belief.  Thefe  trees  yield  a 
profufion  of  thick  red  gum  (not  un¬ 
like  the  fanguis  draconis)  which  is 
found  ferviceable  in  medicine,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  dyfenteric  complaints, 
where  it  has  fornetimes  fucceeded, 
when  all  other  preparations  have 
tailed.  To  blunt  its  acrid  qualities, 
it  is  ufual  to  combine  it  with  opiates. 

The  nature  of  the  foil  is  various. 
That  immediately  round  Sydney 
Cove  is  fandy,  with  here  and  there 
a  ftratum  of  clay.  From  the  fand 
we  have  yet  been  able  to  draw  very 
little  ;  but  there  feems  no  reafonto 
doubt,  that  many  large  trails  of  land 
around  us  will  bring  to  perfection 
whatever  fhall  be  Town  in  them. 
To  give  this  matter  a  fair  trial,  fome 
practical  farmers  capable  of  fuch  an 
undertaking  fliould  be  fent  out;  for 
the  ipots  we  have  chofen  for  expe¬ 
riments  in  agriculture,  in  which  we 
can  fcarce  be  fuppofed  adepts,  have 
hitherto  but  ill  repaid  our  toil, 
which  may  be  imputable  to  our 
having  chofen  luch  as  are  unfavour¬ 
able  for  our  purpcfe. 

Except  from  the  fize  of  the  trees, 
the  difficulties  of  clearing  the  land 
are  not  nmmerous,  underwood  being 
rarely  found,  though  the  country  is 
not  abfolutely  without  it.  Of  the 
natural  meadows  which  Mr.  Cook 
mentions  near  Botany  Bay,  we  can 


give  no  account  ;  none  fuch  exift 
about  Port  Jackion.  Grafs,  how¬ 
ever,  grows  in  every  place  but  the 
fwamps  with  the  greateft  vigour  and 
luxuriancy,  though  it  is  not  of  the 
fineft  quality,  and  is  found  to  agree 
better  with  horfes  and  cows  than 
fheep.  A  few  wild  fruits  are  fome- 
times  procured,  among  which  is  the 
fmall  purple  apple  mentioned  by 
Cook,  and  a  fruit  which  has  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  grape,  though  in  tafte 
more  like  a  green  goofeberry,  being 
exceffively  four  ;  probably  were  it 
meliorated  by  cultivation,  it  would 
become  more  palatable. 

Frefh  water,  as  I  have  faid  before, 
is  found  but  in  inconfiderable  quan¬ 
tities.  For  the  common  purpofes  of 
life  there  is  generally  enough  ;  but 
we  know  of  no  ft  ream  in  the  coun¬ 
try  capable  of  turning  a  mill  :  and 
the  remark  made  by  Mr.  Anderfon, 
of  the  drynefs  of  the  country  round 
Adventure  Bay,  extends  without  ex¬ 
ception  to  every  pan  of  it  which  we 
have  penetrated. 

Pre  vious  to  leaving  England,  I 
remember  to  have  frequently  heard 
it  afferted,  that  the  difeovery  of 
mines  was  one  ot  the  fecondary  ob- 
je&s  of  the  expedition.  Perhaps 
there  are  mines  ;  but,  as  no  perfon 
competent  to  form  a  deciiion  is  to 
be  found  among  us,  f  wifh  no  one 
to  adopt  an  idea,  that  I  mean  to  im- 
prefs  him  with  fuch  a  belief,  when  I 
ftate,  that  individuals,  whofe  judg¬ 
ments  are  not  defpicable,  are  willing 
to  think  favourably  of  this  conjec¬ 
ture,  from  fpecimens  of  ore  feen  in 
many  of  the  Clones  picked  up  here. 
I  cannot  quit  this  fubjedt  without 
regretting,  that  fome  one  capable  of 
throwing  a  better  light  on  if,  is  not 
in  the  colony.  Nor  can  I  help  being 
equally  concerned,  that  an  experi¬ 
enced  botanift  was  not  fent  out,  for 
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the  purpofe  of  collecting  and  def- 
cribing  the  rare  and  beautiful  plants 
with  which  the  country  abounds, 
indeed,  we  flattered  ouifelves,  when 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that 
Mafon,  the  king’s  botanical  gar¬ 
dener,  who  was  employed  there  in 
collecting  for  the  royal  nurfery  at 
Kew,  would  have  joined  us;  but  it 
feems  his  orders  and  engagements 
prevented  him  from  quitting  that 
beaten  track,  to  enter  on  this  fcene 
ot  novelty  and  variety. 

To  the  naturalift  this  country 
holds  out  many  invitations. — Birds, 
though  not  remarkably  numerous, 
are  in  great  variety,  and  of  the  moil 
exquifite  beauty  of  plumage,  among 
which  are  the  cockatoo,  lory,  and 
parroquet ;  but  the  bird  which  prin¬ 
cipally  claims  attention  is,  a  lpe- 
cies  of  oftrich,  approaching  nearer 
to  the  emu  of  South  America,  than 
any  other  we  know  of.  One  of 
them  was  fhot,  at  a  conftderable 
diftance,  with  a  Angle  bail,  by  a 
conviCt  employed  for  that  purpofe 
by  the  governor;  its  weight,  when 
complete,  was  feventy  pounds,  and 
its  length  from  the  end  of  the  toe 
to  the  tip  of  the  beak,  feven  feet 
two  inches,  though  there  was  realon 
to  believe  it  had  not  attained  its  full 
growth.  On  diflection,  many  ana¬ 
tomical  flngulai  ities  were  obferved : 
the  gall-bladder  was  remarkably 
large,  the  liver  not  bigger  than  that 
of  a  barn-door  fowl,  and,  after  the 
ftriCteft  fearch,  no  gizzard  could  be 
found  ;  the  legs,  which  were  of  a 
v aft  length,  were  covered  with  Tick 
flrong  Icales,  plainly  indicating  the 
animal  to  be  formed  for  living  amici tl 
deferts  ;  and  the  foot  differed  from 
an  oftrich’s  by  forming  a  triangle, 
inftead  of  being  cloven.  Goldfnmh, 
whofe  account  of  the  emu  is  the  only 
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one  I  can  refer  to,  fays,  “  that  it  is 
“  covered  from  the  back  and  rump 
“  with  long  feathers,  which  fall 
“  backward,  and  cover  the  anus  ; 

44  thefe  feathers  are  grey  on  the 
44  back,  and  white  on  the  belly.” 
The  wings  are  fo  fmall  as  hardly  to 
.deferve  the  name,  and  are  unfur- 
nifhed  with  thofe  beautiful  orna¬ 
ments  which  adorn  the  wings  of 
the  oil: rich  :  all  the  feathers  are  ex¬ 
tremely  coarfe,  but  the  conftruction 
of  them  delerves  notice  —they  grow 
in  pairs  from  a  Angle  fliaft,  a 'Angu¬ 
larity  which  the  author  I  have  quot¬ 
ed  has  omitted  to  remark.  It  may 
be  prefumed,  that  thefe  birds  are  not 
very  icarce,  asfeveral  have  been  feen, 
fome  ot  them  immenfely  large,  but 
they  are  fo  wild,  as  to  make  Toot¬ 
ing  them  a  matter  „  of  great  diffi¬ 
culty.  Though  incapable  of  flying, 
they  run  with  fuch  lwiftnefs/that 
our  fleeteft  greyhounds  are  left  far 
behind  in  every  attempt  to  catch 
them.  The  flefli  was  eaten,,  and 
tailed  like  beef. 

•Befldes  the  emu,  many  birds  of 
prodigious  fize  have  been  feen, 
which  protnile  to  encreafe  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thofe  deferibed  by  naturalifls, 
whenever  we  Tall  be  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain  them  ;  but  among 
thefe  the  bat  of  the  Endeavour  river 
is  not  to  be  found.  In  the  woods 
are  various  little  fongflers,  whole 
notes  are  equally  tweet  and  plain¬ 
tive. 

Oi  quadrupeds,  except  the  Kan* 
garoo,  i  have  little  to  fay.  The 
tew  met  wirh  are  almoft  invariably 
of  the  opoflum  tribe,  but  even  thefe 
do  not  abound.  To  beatts  of  prey 
we  are  utter  ft  rangers,  nor  have  we 
yet  any  cauf'e  to  believe  that  they 
exT  in  the  country.  And  happy  it 
is  tor  us  that  they  do  not,  as  i heir 
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prefence  would  deprive  us  of  the 
©niy  frefh  meals  the  lettlement  af¬ 
fords,  the  fle-rti  of  the  kangaroo. 
This  Angular  animal  is  already 
known  in  Europe  by  the  drawing 
and  defcription  of  Mr.  Cook.  To 
the  drawing  nothing  can  be  objedted 
but  the  pofition  of  the  claws  of  the 
hinder  leg,  which  are  mixed  toge¬ 
ther  like  thole  of  a  dog,  whereas  no 
fuch  indiftindtnefs  isto  befoundin  the 
animal  1  am  deferring.  It  was  the 
Chevalier  de  Perioufe  who  pointed 
out  this  to  me,  while  we  were  com¬ 
paring  a  kangaroo  with  the  plate  ; 
which  as  he  juffly  obferved,  is  cor¬ 
rect  enough  to  give  the  world  in  ge¬ 
neral  a  good  idea  of  the  animal,  but 
not  fufficiently  accurate  for  the  man 
of  fcience. 

Of  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  Kan¬ 
garoo  we  are  ftill  very  ignorant. 
We  may.  however,  venture  to  pro¬ 
nounce  this  animal  a  new  fpecies  ol 
opofTiim,  the  female  being  furnillied 
with  a  bag,  in  which  the  young  is 
contained  ;  and  in  which  the  teats 
are  found.  Thefe  laft  are  only  two 
in  number,  a  ftrong  preemptive 
proof,  had  we  no  other  evidence, 
that  the  kangaroo  brings  forth  rarely 
more  than  one  at  a  birth.  But  this 
is  fettled  beyond  a  doubt,  from  more 
than  a  dozen  females  having  been 
killed,  which  had  invariably  but  one 
formed  in  the  pouch.  Notwith- 
(landing  this,  the  animal  may  be 
looked  on  as  prolific,  from  the  early 
age  it  begins  to  breed  at,  kanga¬ 
roos  with  young  having  been  taken 
of  not  more  than  thirty  pounds 
weight  j  and  there  is  room  to  believe 
that  when  at.  their  utmoit  growth, 
they  weigh  not  lefs  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  A  male  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds  weight 
has  been  killed  whofe  dimenfions 
were  as  follows ; 


Ft.  In. 

Extreme  length  ■ —  7  3 

Do.  of  the  tail  —  —  3  4-I 

Do.  of  the  hinder  legs  —  3  2- 

Do.  of  the  fore  paws  - —  1  yf 

Circumference  af  the  tail  at 

the  root  —  1  5 

■  After  this  perhaps  I  fliall  hardly 
be  credited,  when  I  affirm  that  the 
kangaroo,  on  being  brought  forth, 
is  not  larger  than  an  Englifh  moufe, 
It  is  however,  in  my  power  to  tpeak 
pofitivelyon  this  head,  as  I  have  feen 
more  than  one  inftance  of  it. 

In'running,  this  animal  confines 
himfelf  entirely  to  his  hinder  legs, 
which  are  polfeffed  with  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  mufcular  power.  Their fpeed 
is  very  great,  though  not  in  general 
quite  equal  to  that  of  a  greyhound, 
but  When  the  greyhounds  are  fo  for¬ 
tunate  as  to  feize  them,  they  are  in¬ 
capable  of  retaining  their  hold,  from 
the  amazing  druggies  of  the  ani¬ 
mal.  The  bound  of  the  kangaroo, 
when  not  hard  preffed,  has  been 
meafured,  and  found  to  exceed 
twenty  feet. 

At  what  time  of  the  year  they  co¬ 
pulate,  and  in  what  manner,  we  know 
not :  the  tefticles  of  the  male  are 
placed  contrary  to  the  ufual  order  of 
nature.  , 

When  young,  the  Kangaroo  eats 
tenderand  well  flavoured,  taftinglike 
veal,  but  the  old  ones  are  more  tough 
and  ftringy  than  bull-beef.  They 
are  not  carnivorous,  and  fubfift  alto¬ 
gether  on  particular  flowers  and 
grafs.  Their  bleat  is  mournful,  and 
very  different  from  that  of  any  other 
animal :  it  is,  however,  feldom  heard 
but  in  the  young  ones. 

Fiffi,  which  our  fanguine  hopes 
led  us  to  expeft  in  great  quantities, 
do  not  abound.  In  fummer, they  are 
tolerably  plentiful,  but  for  fome 

months 
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months  part;  very  few  have  been 
taken.  Botany  Bay  in  this  rcfpedt 
exceeds  Port  Jackfon.  The  French 
once  caught  near  two  thoufand  fifh 
in  one  day,  of  a  fpecies  of  grouper, 
to  which,  from  the  form  of  a  bone 
in  the  hqad  refembling  a  helmet,  we 
have  given  the  name  of  light  horfe- 
man.  To  this  may  be  added  bafs, 
mullets,  fkait,  foies,  leather-jackets, 
and  many  other  fpecies,  all  fo  good 
in  their  kind,  as  to  double  our  regret 
at  their  not  being  more  numerous. 
Sharks  of  an  enormous  fize  are  found 
here.  One  of  thefe  was  caught  by 
the  people  on  board  the  Sirius, 
which  meafured  at  the  fhoulders  fix 
feet  and  a  half  in  circumference. 
His  lirer  yielded  twenty-four  gallons 
of  oil ;  and  in  his  ftomstch  was  found 
the  head  of  a  fhark,  which  had  been 
thrown  overboard  from  the  fame 
iliip.  The  Indians,  probably  from 
having  felt  the  eflfedls  of  their  vora¬ 
cious  fury,  teftify  the  utmoft  horror 
on  feeing  thefe  terrible  fifh. 

o  .  # 

Venomous  animals  and  reptiles 
are  rarely  feen.  Large  inakesbeau- 
tifully  variegated  have  been  killed, 
but  of  the  effedl  of  their  bites  we 
are  happily  ignorant.  Infedts,  tho’ 
numerous,  are  by  no  means,  even  in 
furnmer,  fo  troublefome  as  I  have 
found  them  in  America,  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  other  countries. 

The  climate  is  undoubtedly  very 
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defirable  to  live  in.  In  furnmer  the 
heats  are  ufually  moderated  by  the 
fea  breeze,  which  lets  in  early  and 
in  winter  the  degree  of  cold  is  fo 
flight  as  to  occafion  no  inconveni¬ 
ence  ;  once  or  twice  we  havejiad 
hoar  irofts  and  hail,  but  no  appear¬ 
ance  ot  inowu  The'  thermometer 
has  never  rifen  beyond  84,  nor  fallen 
lowei  than  35,  in  general  it  flood,  in 
the  beginning  of  February,  at  be¬ 
tween  78  and  74  at  noon.  Nor  is 
the  temperature  of  the  air  lefs  heal¬ 
thy  than  plealant.  Thofe  dreadful 
putrid  fevers,  by  which  new  countries 
are  fo  often  ravaged,  are  unknown 
to  us:  and  excepting  a  flight  diar¬ 
rhoea,  which  prevailed  loon  after  we 
had  landed,  and  was  fatal  in  very 
few  inftances,  we  are  (hangers  to 
epidemic  difeafes. 

On  the  whole  ( thunder  ftorms  in 
the  hotmonthsexcepted)  I  knownot 
any  climate  equal  to  this  I  write  in. 
Ere  we  had  been  a  fortnight  on 
fihore,  we  experienced  fome  ftorms 
of  thunder,  accompanied  with  rain, 
than  which  nothingcan  be  conceived 
more  violent  and  tremendous,  and 
their  repetition  for  ieveral  days, 
joined  to  the  damage  they  did,  "by 
killing  feveral  of  our  fheep,  led  us  to 
draw  prefages  ot  an  unpleafant  na¬ 
ture.  Happily,  however,  for  many 
months  we  have  efcaped  any  fimiiar 
vifitations.” 
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An  Account  tf  the  Method  of  making 
the  Otter  0/  Rofes,  as  it  is  prepared 
in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Communicated 
in  a  Letter  from  Donald  Monro, 
M.  D  of  London ,  to  Mr.  John 
Robinfon,  Profejfor  of  Natural 
Philofophy  in  the  Univerftty  of 
Edinburgh.* — From  Vol.  //.  of  the 
Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal  Society 
ii f  Edinburgh. 

London,  Jernoyn  Street,  July  10,  1783. 
8  I  R, 

Had  the  following  receipt  for 
making  the  Otter  of  Rofes, 
as  it  is  prepared  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
from  major  Mackenzie  of  Coull,  in 
the  county  of  Rofs,  who  told  me  he 
got  the  account  from  an  officer  of 
his  corps,  who  was  up  in  the  country 
where  it  is  prepared,  and  aflifted  in 
making  it  himfelf. 

Take  a  very  large  glazed  earthen 
ftone  jar,  or  a  large  clean  wooden 
g.ifk;  fib  it  with  the  leaves  of  the 
flowers  of  rofes,  very  well  picked, 
and  freed  from  all  feeds  and  ftalks  j 
pour  on  them  as  much  pure  fpring 
water  as  will  cover  them,  and  fet 
the  veficl  in  the  fun  in  the  morning 
it  funrife,  and  let  it  ftand  till  the 
evening,  when  take  it  into  the  houfe 
for  the  night ;  expofe  it  in  this 
manner  for  fix  or  feven  fuccef- 
flye  days,  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
fhird  or  fourth  day,  a  number  of 
particles,  of  a  fine  yellow  oily  mat¬ 
ter,  will  float  on  the  furface,  which, 


in  two  or  three  days  more,  will  ga¬ 
ther  into  a  fcum,  which  is  the  Otter 
of  Rofes.  This  is  taken  up  by 
fome  cotton,  tied  to  the  end  of  a 
piece  of  ftick,  and  Squeezed  with 
the  finger  and  thumb  into  a  foiall 
phial,  which  is  immediately  well 
flopped  ;  and  this  is  repeated  for 
fome  fucceftive  evenings,  or  while 
any  of  this  fine  eftentiai  oil  rifes  to 
the  furface  of  the  water. 

N.  B.  I  have  been  informed  that 
fome  few  drops  of  this  eftentiai  oil 
have  been  more  than  once  collected 
by  diftiilation,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  eftentiai  oils  of  other  plants 
here  in  London. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

D.  Monro. 


The  following  Letter  from  Mr.  Boote, 
addrejjed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce,  on  the  comparative  Merits 
tfihe  Drill  and  Broad-caft  Huf- 
bandry>  received  the  Gold  Medal 
[the  Premium  offered  by  the  Society 
on  that  Subject.)  The  very  Jatift 
factory  Information  it  contains , 
will  mojl  probably  determine  a  Point 
which  has  fo  long  divided  the  ©pi¬ 
nions  of  the  me  ft  experienced  and 
inquifttive  Agrkulturifts. — From 
Vol,  VII .  of  the  Tranfadions  eftbc 
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Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce. 

SIR, 

“  A  S  my  former  accounts  of 
]f\  expei intents  comparatively 
made  between  drilling  and  broad- 
cafting,  in  order  to  dilicover  which 
was  the  inoft  advantageous  method 
of  cultivating  land,  have  met  with 
a  favourable  reception  by  the  Society 
of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce,  I  am  induced  to  lay  betore 
them  a.  further  ftatement  of  my  fuc- 
cefs  in  diilling,  upon  a  fcale  ot  ihree 
hundred  and  twenty  three  acres,  in 
the  year  1778  (which  makes  the 
third  year  of  my  practice  at  large, 
in  the  dull  lyftem,  upon  my  farm) 
viz.  wheat  leventy,  bailey  ninety, 
oats  feven,  beans  fitty-two,  peas 
twenty-eight,  turneps  ieventy,  cole 
fix  acres. 

The  comparative  experiments 
which  I  made  in  the  year  1787,  be¬ 
tween  drilling  and  broad-calling  four 
acres  of  each  with  wheat,  was  upon 
cold  clay,  that  being  the  only  foil 
upon  which  I  entertained  at  that 
time  any  doubts  of  the  drill  fyftem 
having  a  fuperiority  over  the  broad- 
caft  ;  and,  having  repeatedly  and 
fuccefsfully  derived  an  uniform  fu¬ 
periority  m  favour  of  drilling,  on 
light  fands  and  dry  loams,  it  was 
my  intention  never  to  give  myfelf 
the  trouble  of  repeating  a  compara¬ 
tive  experiment  on  luch  foils  :  but, 
reflecting  on  the  attention  which  the 
Society  have  paid  to  my  former  let¬ 
ters  on  the  fuhjeCt  of  drilling,  by 
giving  them  a  place  in  their  Tranf- 
aCtions  ;  and  confidering  that  the 
Society,  by  continuing  to  offer  a  pre¬ 
mium  for  the  comparative  culture 
of  drilling  and  broad-csdHng,  was 
defirous  of  fti"  further  experiments 
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than  thofe  I  have  already  commu¬ 
nicated  ;  I  determined  to  laciifice 
the  profits  of  fixteen  pounds,  which, 
from  the  relult  of  former  experi¬ 
ments,  I  had  reafon  to  believe  I 
fhould  loie,  by  lowing  four  acres 
broad-caft,  to  the  plea  fur  e  and  fa- 
tisfaClion  I  might  have  in  furnifihing 
the  Society  with  the  refult  of  a 
comparative  experimennt  between 
drilling  and  broad-cafting  four  acres 
of  each  upon  a  Tandy  loam,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  terms  propofed  by  the 
Society  for  making  luch  afcerrain- 
me  nr. 

Accordingly  I  fixed  upon  a  twen¬ 
ty-acre  piece,  which  was  tiench- 
ploughed  for  a  turnep-fallow  in  the 
beginning  of  November  1786,  and 
dunged  about  Chriftmas  following  5 
afterwards  ploughed  three  times,  at 
proper  intervals  ;  alfo  harrowed  oc~ 
cafionaliy,  and  drilled  with  turneps, 
in  rows  twelve  inches  apart  :  the 
turneps  were  well  hoed  three  times, 
and  produced  an  exceeding  good 
crop  ;  which  was  eat  off  by  lheep  in 
autumn  :  the  land  was  afterwards 
trench-ploughed,  lour  acres  of  which 
were  drilled  with  four  bufhelg  of 
wheat ;  the  fame  day  four  acres 
adjoining  (the  foil  as  fimilar  as  pof* 
fible)  were  Town  broad-caft  with 
ten  bufhels  of  wheat,  in  order  to 
make  the  comparative  experiment. 

In  the  fiift  week  ot  April  1788, 
the  drilled  wheat  was  heed,  and  re¬ 
peated  the  iaft  week  in  the  fame 
month  ;  at  which  time  the  broad- 
caft  was  alfo  hoed,  with  hoes  of  a 
proper  fize  for  the  purpofe,  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  it  eveiy  advantage  r  at 
harvtft  the  crops  of  the  refpedtive 
four  acres  were  feparately  reaped, 
each  laid  by  it  felt  in  the  barn,  and 
feparately  thrafhed;  in  ordei  to  ajs 
certain,  with  the  greatest  accuracy, 
the  difference  of  each  produce.  The 
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refult  as  follows ;  which  alfo  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  numbers  14  and  15  of 
the  next  afcertainments. 

Produce  of  four  acres  drilled,  one 
hundred  and  nineteen  bufhels,  one 
gallon,  and  four  pints  ;  produce  of 
four  acres  broad-caff,  ninety-four 
bufhels,  two  gallons,  and  four  pints 
—difference  in  favour  of  drilling, 
twenty-four  bufhels,  feven  gallons, 
which,  at  five  fihillings  and  fix  pence 
per  bufhel,  together  with  fix  bufhels 
of  fedd  faved  by  drilling,  which  caft 
me  feven  fihillings  and  four  pence 
halfpenny  per  bufhel,  amounts  to 
nine  pounds  one  ihiiling  and  three 
farthings.  DeduCt  the  extra  ex- 
pences  of  drilling  four  acres  at  fix- 
pence,  arid  extra  hoeing  at  eighteen 
pence  per  acre,  amounting  to  eight 
fliillings,  the  net  profit  in  favour  of 
drilling  will  be  eight  pounds  thirteen 
iTiillings  and  three  farthings,  or  two 
pounds  three  fliillings  arid  three 
pence  per  acre. 

From  the  apparent  difpropoi  tion 
between  the  real  advantages  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  drilling,  as  above,  and  ray 
apprehenfion,  in  a  former  letter,  of 
lofing  fixteen  pounds  by  fowing 
four  acres  broad-caft,  it  may  at  firft 
fight  be  inferred,  that  I  rauft  have 
been  very  much  miftaken  in  my 
calculations  refpeCting  the  real  ad¬ 
vantages  of  drilling,  compared  with 
thofe  of  broad-calling  ;  on  which 
account  I  have  to  obferve,  that  to¬ 
ward  the  latter  end  of  April  1788, 
when  the  four  acres  drilled,  three 
v?eeks  after  it  had  been  hoed,  gain¬ 
ed  fuch  a  decided  fuperiority  over 
the  adjoining  four  acres  broad-caft, 
which  was  felf-evident  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  plants,  and  being  of 
a  darker  green,  that  I  determined 
to  give  the  broad-caft  every  advan¬ 
tage  :  accordingly  I  had  it  as  well 
hoed  as  was  practicable  to  be  done  ; 


which  is,  in  fa 61,  doing  all  that  can 
be  done  for  any- broad-caft  crop: 
this  evidently  improved  the  four 
acres  broad-caft  ;  other  wife  I  am 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that,  in  cafe 
the  hoeing  of  the  four  acres  broad- 
caft  had  not  taken  place,  but  the 
weeds  had  been  buffered  to  grow, 
the  four  acres  drilled  would  have 
exceeded  the  lour  acres  broad /caft 
more  than  one  third  5  from  whence 
I  cannot  fee  that  I  have  any  reafon 
to  make  the  leaft  abatement  refpeCt- 
ing  ray  affertions  in  a  former  letter, 
that  1  was  apprehenfive  I  fhould 
lofe  fixteen  pounds  by  fowing  four 
acres  broad-caft.  Hoeing  of  bioad- 
caft  corn  is  nothing  new  with  me,  or 
others  j  it  is  commonly  done  in 
Eerkfhire,  and  other  places  ,  and 
was  my  uniform  praCtiee  for  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  of  my  broad-caft 
farming  but,  as  it  cannot  be  per¬ 
formed  fo  effectually  in  a  broad- 
caft  crop  as  in  a  drilled  one,  it  is 
unreafonable  to  expect  equal  advan¬ 
tages  from  it,  fince,  after  all  the 
care  and  pains  that  can  be  taken 
in  hoeing  a  broad-caft  crop,  there 
will  be  many  weeds  left  growing, 
being  fo  mixed  and  interwoven  with 
the  corn,  as  not  to  be  cut  up  with¬ 
out  cutting  up  the  corn  alfo.  ,1 
muft  own,  that  neither  the  produce 
of  the  above  four  acres  drilled,  nor 
the  produce  of  the  four  acres  broad- 
caft,  came  up  to  my  expectations, 
confidering  the  due  preparation  of 
the  foil.  This  I  attribute  entirely 
to  thedrynefs  of  the  feafon  :  there 
is  neverthelefs  this  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  it,  that,  in  whatever 
proportion  any  drilled  crop  may 
fuffer  in  a  dry  feafon,  for  want  of 
moifture,  the  broad-caft  crop  will 
buffer  ftill  more,  by  reafon  of  the 
feed  being  depofited  in  improper 
depths  j  for  the  plants  of  thofe  feeds 
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in  paiticular  which  were  (own  tno 
near  the  furface  of  the  land,  will  be 
a  1  iiioH;  parched  up  for  want  of  moif- 
ture  in  a  dry  feafon. 

In  my  attempts  to  afcertain  the 
difference  between  drilling  and 
hi  oad-cafting,  I  am  fomewhat  fur- 
priled  it  faould  never  occur  to  me, 
jjetoie  now,  to  alceitain  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  quality  as  well  as  quantity 
of  grain  produced  from  both  me¬ 
thods  of  culture,  by  weighing  equal 
quantities  of  each.  In  the  above 
comparative  experiment  the  driii 
lias  no  material  advantage  over  the 
broad-caft  ;  a  bufhel  or  the  latter 
being  nearly  equal  in  weight  to  a 
bufhel  of  the  former :  this  1  attri¬ 
bute  to  the  circumftance  of  the 
broad-caft  crop  being  hoed,  parti- 
cuhuiy  as  my  neighbour  Mr.  W  il¬ 
liam  Greenway  informs  me,  that, 
from  the  refult  of  his  experiments 
of  laft  year,  in  order  to  afcertain 
the  difference  between  drilling  and 
broad-cafting,  the  grain  of  his  dril¬ 
led  crop  was  fuperior  to  that  of  his 
broad-caft,  not  only  in  quantity  but 
alfo  in  quality,  two  pounds  weight 
per  bufhel  ;  and  his  broad  caft  crop 
was  not  hoed  :  from  whence  I  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  grain  of  his  broad- 
caft  crop  was  imperfectly  vegetated, 
and  not  brought  to  full  maturity,  by 
reafon  of  the  injury  done  to  it  by 
the  weeds,  or  for  want  of  the  foil 
being  pulverized  by  the  hoe. 

In  one  of  my  early  experiments 
in  drilling,  I  found  that  hoeing  the 
intervals  between  the  rows  or  drills 
was  indilpenfably  neceflary  j  other- 
wife,  where  land  was  foul  with 
weeds,  or  caked  upon  the  fur  face,  lo 
as  to  exclude  the  air  from  the 
fibres  of  the  plants,  or  hinder  the 
extenfion  of  the  fibres  in  the  foil, 
the  advantages  of  drilling  were, 
«pon  the  whole,  not  worthy  ofno- 
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tice.  On  the  contrary,  and  by  the 
lame  experiment,  I  found  that,  by 
hoeing  the  intervals,  cutting  up  the 
weeds,  and  pulverizing  the  foil  at 
fealonable  times,  a  lurprifing  and 
almoft  incredible  advantage  might 
be  derived  :  this  left  me  no  alterna¬ 
tive  but  that  of  declining  the  drill 
lyftcm  altogether,  except  for  beans 
and  peas,  at  wide  diftances,  wher« 
the  hone-hoe,  or  fhirn,  might  work  ; 
or  of  fubmittine  to  the  formidable 
expence  of  hand-hoeing  the  inter¬ 
vals  of  d tills  at  nearer  diftances. 
'To  the  advantages  gained  by  hoe¬ 
ing,  1  was  at  that  time  no  ftranger  j 
and  1  was  not  long  in  finding  out 
that  the  value  of  feed  laved  by 
drilling,  would  more  than  defray 
the  expences  of  hoeing  ;  and  the 
hoeing,  I  was  confident,  would  in- 
fure  a  fuperior  crop  :  from  whence 
1  concluded  that  the  only  obftacie 
that  lay  between  me  and  fuccefs,  in 
the  drill  fyftem,  upon  a  large  fcaie, 
was  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impof- 
fibility,  of  procuring  a  fufficient 
number  of  labourers  to  perform  the 
buftnefs  of  hoeing,  juft  at  the  time 
required  :  and,  as  I  apprehended, 
lo  it  has  turned  out  :  the  difficulty 
in  procuring  a  number  of  hands  in 
due  time,  and,  in  tickliflh  leafons, 
perhaps  at  an  hour’s  notice,  is 
very  confiderable ;  exclusive  of  the 
attention  required  in  feeiifg  that  the 
work  was  done  in  a  hufbandmanlike 
manner,  and  the  fear  of  the  crops  of 
corn  growing  too»  high  to  admit  of 
the  uie  of  the  hoe  :  the  weeds  at  the 
fame  time  committing  fuch  horrid 
depredations,  without  a  poffibility  of 
retrieving  the  lols,  muff  needs  create 
no  little  anxiety  of  mind. 

Anxious,  however,  as  I  may  have 
been,  at  intervals,  on  this  account, 
for  three  years  laft  paft,  I  have  now 
the  pleafure  of  faying,  that  all  the 
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above  fears  and  anxieties,  are  done 
away,  being  now  in  poiTdfion  of  an 
inftrument,  viz,,  a  horfe-hoe,  the  in¬ 
genious  invention  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cooke,  to  whom  a  large  fhare  of 
public  praife  is  certainly  due,  not  on¬ 
ly  for  this  inftrument,  and  his  im¬ 
proved  drill,  but  alfo  for  his  fpirit- 
ed  exertions,  and  indefatigable  la¬ 
bour,  in  introducing  the  drill  fyftem 
at  large.  Of  the  utility  of  the  above 
horfe-hoe  I  am  inclined  to  entertain 
a  very  high  opinion,  having  already 
tried  it  upon  a  piece  of  drilled 
wheat ;  and  find  that  the  inventor 
has,  by  a  mod  fimple  contrivance, 
enabled  the  perfon  who  attends  the 
inftrument,  to  guide  it  fo  as  to 
avoid  cutting  up  the  rows  of  corn. 
Its  effects  appear  to  be  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  hand-hoeing  ;  and,  fo  far 
as  I  have  experienced,  I  have  reafon 


to  believe  that  two  men,  or  one 
man  and  a  boy,  with  two  horles, 
working  alternately,  will  effc&ually 
hoe  ten  acres  a  day. 

It  is  not  ufual  with  me  to  decide 
haftily  and  prematurely,  for  or 
againft  any  inftrument  not  yet  fuf- 
ficiently  tried  :  I  am  neverthelefs 
inclined  to  think,  that  by  this  in¬ 
vention  the  drill  fyftem  will  foon  be 
brought  to  perfection,  ai  leaft  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  perfection  as  to 
enable  every  hulbandman,  of  com¬ 
mon  capacity  only,  to  underftand 
and  praCtife  it. 

I  am.  Sir,  ' 

Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

John  Boote, 

Atherftose  upon  Slower,  near  Strat¬ 
ford  upon  Avon,  Jan.  31,  1789, 

Mr.  More. 


Account 


Account  of  the  different  Sorts  of  Grain  produced  from  Seed  Town  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke’s 
Drill  Machine,  on  the  Eftate  of  Mr.  John  Boote,  of  Atherftone  upon  Stour,  near 
Stratford  upon  Avon,  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  in  the  Year  1 7 8 S. 
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Mr.  Ecclefton’jr  Account  of  his  Im¬ 
provement  of  Mu  tin  Meer,  in  the 
County  of  Lancafter,  inch) fed  in  et 
Letter  to  the  Society*  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  of  Arts,  Manufac¬ 
tures,  and  Commerce.* — From  the 
fame . 

ARTIN  Meer  was  for¬ 
merly  a  large  pool,  or 
lake  ol  frefh  water,  of  an  irregular 
form,  furrounded  chiefly  by  isoffes 
or  boggy  land,  containing  near  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feven- 
teen  acres,  of  eight  yards  to  the 
pole,  which  is  the  cuftomary  mea¬ 
sure  of  the  neighbourhood  (about 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thir¬ 
ty-two  ftatute  acres).  It  lies  in 
the  different  manors  of  Scarifbrick, 
Burlco,ugh,North-Meols,Tarleton, 

and  Ruiford. 

About  the  year  1692,  Mr.  Fleet- 
wood,  of  Bank-hall,  propofed  to  the 
feveral  oth?r  proprietors  to  drain 
Martin  Meer,  on  condition  that  a 
ieafe  (for  the  whole)  of  three  lives 
and  thirty-one  years  fiiould  be 
granted  him  ;  which  they  agreed 
to  ;  and  Mr.  Fleetwood  obtained  an 
aft  of  parliament  the  lame  year  to 
empower  him  to  effect  it.  The 
following  year  he  began  the  work: 
his  plan  was,  to  dtlcharge  the  waters 
immediately  into  the  fea,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Ribbie,  which' 
beiore  had  forced  themfelves  a  paf- 
tage  into  the  river  Douglas,  when 
the  Meer  waters  were  railed  above 
their  ufual  height  by  the  land-floods, 
is  noted  by  Camdea  in  his  Bri¬ 
tannia. 

The  intermediate  ground  be- 


G  I  S  T  E  R,  1789. 

tween  Martin  Meer  and  the  Doug- 
las,  lying  considerably  higher  than 
the  Meer,  occafioned  the  fiagnatiori, 
and  kept  it  continually  full. 

Mr.  Fleetwood  began  the  under¬ 
taking,  by  making  a  canal,  or  fluice, 
twenty-four  feet  wide,  of  a  depth 
fufficiently  lower  than  the  Meer, 
which  he  cut  from  the  Ribbie  mouth 
through  an  embanked  fait  mar  Hi, 
fend  then  through  a  mofs  or  bog  in 
North  Meols,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  length  ;  and  he  continued  it 
through  the  loweft  parts  of  the 
Meer.  To  prevent  the  fea  front 
rufhing  up  the  canal,  and  overflow¬ 
ing  the  Meer,  which  lies  ten  feet 
lower  than  high-water  mark,  at  the 
fpring  tides,  he  erected  in  his  canal, 
near  the  fea,  a  pair  of  flood-gates, 
which  fhut  When  the  fea  waters  rofe 
higher  than  thole  in  the  canal,  and 
opened  again  by  the  fluice  ftream 
when  the  fea  retired.  In  this  place, 
the  mouth  of  the  Ribbie  is  nearly 
five  miles  over  at  the  fpring  tides; 
but  the  bed  of  the  river  at  low  water 
is  no  more  than  a  furlong  in  breadth ; 
and  it  lies  under  the  Lytham,  or  op¬ 
posite  fhore  to  the  flood-gates,  about 
the  diflance  of  four  miles  from- 
them.  This  is  a  very  unfavourable 
circumftance  to  the  draining  of  the 
M  eer,  as  it  greatly  dimiuiflies  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  out-fall  by  the  length  of 
the  way  the  waters  have  to  run  over 
a  very  fiat,  ioofe,  frying,  fandy  coaft, 
before  they  can  difembogue  into  the 
river.  Thefe  fands,  in  a  few  years 
niter  the  drainage  was  finifhed, 
drifting  bv  the  winds  into  the  out- 
fall  fluice,  loon  obftrufted  the  flow 
of  the  waters,  and  in  a  ihort  time 
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choaked  up  the  paflage,  which  had 
been  made  fufficicntly  high  to  carry 
them  off. 

The  fpring  tides  in  boifterous 
weather  brought  up  great  quanti¬ 
ties  of  mud  to  the  flood-gates  5 
here  it  lodged  in  fediment  for  want 
of  a  powerful  current  in  dry  feafons 
to  wafli  it  away  :  thus  the  wi/hed- 
for  effeCt  ot  fo  much  labour  was 
fruftrated,  for  the  Mecr  was  once 
more  nearly  reduced  into  its  primi¬ 
tive  date.  In  order  to  remove  this 
defti  u  Clive  obftacle  of  mud  and  fand, 
the  managers  for  Mr.  Fleetwood,  in 
the  year  1714,  thought  it  moft  ad- 
Vi i cable  to  raife  the  fill  or  threfhold 
of  the  flood-gates,  which  they  ele¬ 
vated  twenty  inches:  this,  with 
lome  other  mealures  then  adopted, 
did,  for  fome  time,  enable  them  to 
keep  the  flood-gates  free  from  the 
above-mentioned  obstructions. 

But  it  proved  very  detrimental  ; 
for  fo  much  fall  was  loft,  that  the 
arable  and  meadow  grounds  upon 
the  Meer  diminiihed  greatly  in 
value,  by  the  water  remaining  upon 
them  all  the  winter,  and  very  late 
oftentimes  in  the  fpring  feafon. 

By  a  gradual,  continual  lofs  of 
out-fall  amongft  the  fands,  and  by 
the  fluice  on  the  maifih  and  other 
parts  wrecking  up,  the  Meer  lands 
for  many  years  were  Only  made  ufe 
of  as  a  poor,  fenny,  watery  pafture 
for  the  cattle  ot  the  neighbourhood, 
and  that  for  a  part  ot  the  fummer 
months  only. 

Some  time  after,  Mi.  Fleetwood’s 
executors  continued  their  fluice  far¬ 
ther  upon  the  fbore,  and  ereCted  a 
new  pair  ot  flood  gates,  winged 
with  ftone  walls,  confiderably  nearer 
to  the  out-fall  ;  and  they  found 
great  benefit  from  it,  as  the  gates 
were  much  lets  liable  to  be  obftruCf- 
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ed  by  the  fand  and  nuid  brought  up 
with  the  tide. 

About  the  year  1750  Mr.  Fleet¬ 
wood’s  leafe  expired  ;  and  in  1755 
the  flood-gatesand  walls  were  waffl¬ 
ed  down  by  a  very  uncommon  high 
tide,  but  were  rebuilt  (fourteen  feet 
wide)  at  the  joint  expence  of  the 
proprierors,  in  wholp  hands  it  re¬ 
mained  in  a  negleCted  fiate  for  many 
years;  for,  as  before,  from  inatten¬ 
tion  to  the  cleanfing  of  the  fluice, 
and  from  the  narrow  paflage  at  the 
flood-gates,  which  were  (till  liable 
to  be  choaked  with  mud,  &c.  and 
much  of  the  out-fall  being  loft,  the 
lands  upon  the  Meer  became  again 
cf  little  value,  being  covered  with 
water  all  the  winter,  and  liable  to 
be  flooded  by  very  trivial  fummer 
rains. 

In  this  condition  the  beft  Meer 
lands  let  for  a  few  /hillings  the  large 
acre  only. 

In  the  year  1 778  I  fettled  here  ; 
and,  as  the  moft  extenfive  and  va¬ 
luable  fhaie  of  the  Meer  belonged 
to  this  eftate,  I  had  the  levels  taken 
from  low  water  maik  ;  and  finding 
a  eonfiderable  fall,  I  had  recourle 
to  Mr.  Gilbert,  ot  Worfeley  (who 
had  judicioufly  planned,  and  hap¬ 
pily  executed  the  aftoniflhing  works 
ot  his  grace  the  duke  of  Bridge- 
water).  To  his  friendfliip  and  abi¬ 
lities  I  am  indebted  tor  the  fuccefs 
of  the  drainage  ;  for,  after  the  mofl 
minute  infpeCtion,  he  gave  me  every 
encouragement,  and  kindly  affifted 
me  in  directing  the  undertaking. 
By  his  advice  1  applied  to  the  other 
four  proprietors  of  Martin  Meer, 
for  a  leafe  for  the  term  of  three 
lives  for  their  leveral  ffiares,  and 
opened  to  them  my  intention  of  ef¬ 
fectually  draining  the  whole  at  my 
own  expence,  in  1781  I  obtained 
F  z*.  tbs 
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the  leafes  from  all  the  proprietors 
(one  only  excepted)  and  immedi- 
diately  began  the  work.  ^ 

The  plan  Mr.  Gilbert  ftruck  out 
(which  I  have  executed)  was  to 
have  in  the  main  fluice  three  differ¬ 
ent  pair  of  flood-gates.  The  fir  It 
are,  to  keep  the  fea  out,  which  are 
called  the  Sea- gates.  The  fecond 
pair  are  ereded  at  about  half  a 
mile  diflance  nearer  to  the  Meer, 
to  flop  the  fea  there,  in  cafe  any 
accident  fnould  happen  to  the  firft  : 
thefe  are  termed  the  Stop-gates. 
The  third  pair  are  built  dole  to, 
and  in  the  fame  walls  with  the  fea- 
gates,  but  open  and  fhut  in  a  con¬ 
trary  direction  to  them  •  thefe  are 
naAed  the  Fiufhing-gat'es.  All  thefe 
three  flood-gates  are  kept  open,  to 
give  a  free  paffage  to  the  waters 
from  the  Meer,  when  the  tide  has 
fumcieotly  retired;  and  when  the 
tide  rifes  again  above  the  level  ol  the 
waters  on  the  Meer,  the  fea-gates 
are  fhut.  In  dry  ieafons,  when  a 
Efficient  quantity  or  water  does  not 
come  down  from  the  Meer,  to  keep 
the»out-fall  Auice  open  acrofs  the 
loofe  Hying  lands  on  the  fliore,  the 
tide  itfelf  is  permitted  to  flow 
t p  the  fluice  to  the  flop-gates, 
which  are  then  fhut ;  and  at  nigh 
water  the  flu  filing-gates  are  doled 
to  keep  the  fea  water  fn. 

N  B.  All  thefe  three  feVeral  gates 
have  four  paddles  at  the  bottom, 
_  three  feet  in  length,  and  two  feet  in 
dtpT,  whichare  drawn  upby  fcrews, 
to  flufSv  away  any  cbflacle  that  may 
chance  to  impede  their  working.. 

At  low  water  the  paddles  of  the 
fliifhing  gates  are  drawn  up,  and  the 
'  retained  lea-water  rufltes  out  with 
id  much  violence,  that  the  fluice  to 
low  water  is  in  a  very  fhort  time 
deardcd  from  every  obftru&ion. 


fand,  mud,  &c.  that  may  have  been 
brought  up  by  the  tide. 

Thus,  by  the  great  (kill  and  fu- 
perior  ingenuity  of  one  man  (Mr, 
Gilbert)  the  great  obflacle  to  the 
perfect  drainage  of  Martin  Meer  is 
done  away,  which  had  baffled  the 
many  vain  efforts  of  the  proprietors 
for  alrnoft  u  century. 

By  an  accurate  examination  of  the 
out  fall,  Mr.  Gilbert  found  it  would 
admit  of  the  fill  or  threfliold  of  the 
new  gates  being  laid  five  inches 
lower  than  it  formerly  had  been  ; 
and  he  recommended  the  fea-gates 
to  be  advanced  about  two  hundred 
yards  nearer  to  the  out-fall  upon 
the  open  rnarfh.  To  prevent  the 
fea  flowing  into  the  fluice  behind 

o 

thefe  gates,  large  and  (Tong  banks 
are  thrown  ud  on  each  fide,  which 
are  continued  to  the  flop-gates  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  they  anlv/er 
another  cflential  purpofe,  Vviz.  by 
containing  a  larger  quantity  of  lea- 
water  to  flufli  with. 

The  new  fea-gates  are  eighteen 
feet  wide,  and  nineteen  feet  and  a 
half  high',  find  the  fill  live  feet  lower 
than  the  former  :  this  makes  the 
paflage  in  rainy  fealbns,  when  the 
water  would  haverun  four  feet  upon 
the  old  fill,  to  bear  the  proportion 
of  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  feet 
in  the  "prefent  gates,  to  flfty-flx  in 
the  old  ones. 

When  we  had  funk  to  the  proper 
depth  of  the  foundations  of  the 
new  gates,  we  found  a  auickfand, 
and  built  upon  it.  The  walls  are 
twelve  bricks  in  thicknels  at  the 
bottom,  and  there  is  no  fettlement, 
nor  have  they  funk  in  the  leaft.— * 
N.  B.  Large  flat'  ftones  were  laid 
under  the  brick  and  (tone  work,  and 
were  the  only  precaution  ufed. 

WhilA  the  gates  were  building, 
*  I  employed 
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I  employed  all  ihe  hands  I  could 
procure  in  deepening  and  widening 
the  fluice  upon  u  dead  level  with 
the  fill  up  to  the  Meer,  fix  yards 
wide  at  the  bottom,  allowing  a  loot 
and  a  half  Hope  to  every  loot  in 
elevation.  In  home  places  the  cut¬ 
ting  was  near  twenty  feet  deep  ; 
and  at  the  depth  ot  iixteen  feet  in 
land,  I  found  an  entire  trunk  of  a 
tree,  which  fquared  a  foot. 

In  April, 1783  the  level  was  car¬ 
ried  up  completely  to  the  Meer, 
which  then  (owing  to  the  waters 
having  been  dammed  up)  was  flood* 
ed  higher  than  it  had  been  for  fe- 
veral  years. '  As  loon  as  the  dam- 
head  was  cut,  the  fuperiov  efficacy 
of  ti'.e  new  works  appeared  ;  and 
this  uncommon  flood  ran  off  in  five 
days,  which  would  have  required 
as  many  weeks  to  have  been  dif- 
charged  through  the  old  flood¬ 
gates. 

After  the  waters  had  run  cff,  the 
fluice  was  deepened  nearly  to  the 
fame  level  through  the  lowed  parts 
of  the  Meer.  The  fluice  is  nearly 
hve  miles  in  length  from  the  lea 
rates. 

The  ditches  were  next  attended 
to  ;  and  fince  the  drainage,  above  a 
hundred  miles  in  length  have  been 
perfected  :  but  as  frnall  open  drains 
were  ncceffary  to  carry  off  the  rain¬ 
water  into  the  ditches,  I  procured  a 
draining  or  guttering  plough,  on 
Mir.  Cu.hbcit  Clark’s  conflrudion, 
which  was  drawn  by  eight,  fore¬ 
times  ten  abff  horfes,  and  which  I 
can  with  certh.nty  recommend  as  a 
mod  ufefv.i  implement  in  all  fenny 
countries, 

i  can  g&eatly  indebted  to  the  in¬ 
ventor  ;  foi  with  mis,  in  one  day 
I  cut  drains  nearly  eight  miles  in 
length,  (hiiieen  inches  in  depth, 
twenty  inches  wide  at  the  top,  and 


five  at  the  bottom,  more  perfect 
than  could  have  been  done  in  that 
land  by  the  hand,  and  which  would 
have  cof!:,  if  clone  by  hand,  feven 
pounds  five  /hillings  and  ten  pence. 

The  fummer  in  *783  was  em¬ 
ployed  wholly  as  above,  in  lay¬ 
ing  the  land  dry.  In  the  year 
1784  fome  few  acres  were  plough¬ 
ed,  and  yielded  a  tolerable  crop  of 
fpring  coin  ;  fome  yielded  a  very 
inferior  kind  of  hay  :  the  refl  was 
paftured.  Early  the  lafh  year  I  pre¬ 
pared  for  oats  and  bailey,  and 
ploughed  nearly  two  hundred  large 
acres. 

The  tffedls  of  the  drainage  appear 
from  the  crops  ;  for  I  have  fold 
barley  for  eleven  pounds  feventeen 
findings  and  fix  pence  the  large 
acre,  the  produce  of  the  land  which 
before  let  at  no  more  than  four  fliil- 
lings  the  acre;  and  oats  at  ten  pounds 
feventeen  {hillings  and  fix  pence  per 
acre,  off  land,  which  would  bring 
no  price  before  ;  the  purchafer  to 
cut,  carry  off,  &c.  all  at  his  own 
expence. 

From  the  lands  which  before  af¬ 
forded  a  very  poor  pa flu  re  in  the 
drieft  fummers,  I  lafl  year  fed  feve- 
ia!  head  of  Scotch  cattle,  which  did 
belter  than  any  that  were  fattened 
upon  the  bell  grazing  lands  in  our 
neighbourhood  The  betl  meadow 
lands  in  the  moil  favour.  Me  feafons 
did  not  let  for  move  fan  about  nine 
{hidings  -,*er  acre 

Lath  year  I  mowed  many  seres, 
worth  three  peuncs,  and  let  cff  te~ 
veral  of'inferior  grali  at-tw  1  H 
De*r  acre,  refer  yin  a  the  aiter-grals 
for  my  own  cattle. 

We  are  for ry  to  olferve  in  c:  j  i  ;  V  - 
que;.t  Letter  of  Mr ,  «•••  ■  *  t$ 

the  Society,  that-  hi-  i  •/ rov events 
had  fuff*  red from  the  failure  f  sin 


>  ANNUAL  RE 

Douglas  Bank,  in  Ruffard,  in 

1786,  and  of  the  banks  of  the 
Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  in 

1787.  Mr.  Ecclefton  at  the  fame 
time  adds f  “  That  the  works  ereCt- 

ed  for  the  drainage  have  fully 
“  anfwered  every  expectation, 
“  and  never  failed  in  any  one  in- 
“  fiance.” 


An  effeflual  Remedy  for  curing  the 
Scab  in  Sheep,  communicated  by 
Sir  Joieph  Banks.  Bart,  to  the 
Society  *  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com- 
lnerc c.-v-From  the  fame. 

U  T  T  AVI  KG  obferved,  in  the 
A  iaft  volume  publiilied  by 
the  Society  for  the  encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Coni- 
nrerce,  that  an  effectual  method  of 
curing  the  the  icab  in  ilieep  was  (till 
wanting  to  the  farmers  (in  ihefouth 
of  England  at  leaf!)  when  it  was 
publiilied  ;  I  take  the  liberty  of 
tranfmitting  the  enclofed  receipt  to 
you, 

t 

Take  one  pound  of  quickfilrer, 

half  a  pound  of  Venice  tur¬ 
pentine, 

half  a  pint  of  oil  of  turpen¬ 
tine/ 

four  pounds  of  hogs  lard. 
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Let  them  be  rubbed  in  a  mortar 
till  the  quickfilver  is  thoroughly  in¬ 
corporated  with  the  other  ingiedi* 
ents  ;  for  the  proper  mode  of  doing 
which,  it  may  be  nect  flary  to  take 
the  adyice,  or  even  the  affifiance,  of 
fo.me  apothecary,  or  other  perlon, 
ufed  to  make  fuch  mixtures. 

f  The  method  of  ufjng  the  oint¬ 
ment  is  thus  :  beginning  at  the  head 
of  the  fheep,  and  proceeding  from 
between  the  ears  along  the  back  to 
the  end  of  the  tail,  the  wool  is  to  be 
divided  in  a  furrow  till  the  (kin  can 
be  touched  ;  and  as  the  tut  row  is 
made,  the  finger  lightly  dipped  in 
the  ointment  is  to  be  drawn  along 
the  bottom  of  it,  where  it  will 
leave  a  blue  fiain  on  the  (kin  and 
adjoining  wool  :  from  this  furrow, 
fimilar  ones  mull  be  drawn  down 
the  fhoulders  and  thighs  to  the  legs, 
as  far  as  they  are  woolly  ;  and  ii  the 
animal  is  much  infeCted,  two  more 
ikiould  be  drawn  along  each  fide, 
parallel  to  that  on  the  back,  and 
one  down  each  fide  between  the 
fore  and  hind  legs. 

Immediately  after  being  drefied, 
it  is  tsfual  to  turn  the  fheep  among 
other  (lock,  without  any  fear  of  the 
infeCtjon  being  communicated  ;  and 
there  is  l’carce  an  infiance  of  a  fheep 
fuffering  any  injuiy  from  the  appli¬ 
cation.  In  afew  days  the  blotches  dry 
up,  the  itching  ceafes,  and  the  ani¬ 
mal  is  completely  cured  :  it  is  ge- 


*  “  The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  prefented  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Baronet,  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Royal  Society,  for  his  attention  to  the  views  of  its  infiitution,  by  this 
communication  refpe&ing  the  disorder  called  the  fcab  in  fheep. 

The  Society,  during  the  courfe  of  feveral  years,  offered  premiums  for  the  difco- 
^ery  of  an  effectual  remedy  for  this  difeafe,  but  without  effect,  though  fome  claims, 
were  made  for  the  reward  offered ;  yet,  as  the  following  method  has  been  found 
fully  adequate  to  the  purpofe  intended,  it  is  hoped  due.  attention  will  he  paid  to  it 
in  the  different  pares  of  the  kingdom.” 

f  Though  there  does  not  appear  to  he  any  difference  between  this  ointment  and 
|he  Ung  win  turn  Csr  >leum  of  the  fliops,  I  have  chofen  to  give  the  receipt  exadtiy 
Us  it  was  given  me.  Some  of  our  graziers  begin  to  ufe  it  by  rubbing  it  into  the 
naked  part  of  the  thigh  and  fo  e  leg;  a  praCHce  much  lefs  troubleiome,  but  which' 
Requires  much  mere  judgment  than  the  above. 
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flerally,  however,  thought  proper 
not  to  delay  the  operation  beyond 
Michaelmas 

I  he  hippobofca  ovina,  calk'd  in 
Lincolnfhire,  iheep  a,  yy,  m  animal 
well  known  to  -  il -fliep.  erd.%  which 
lives  among  toe  wool,  and  is  imrc- 
ful  to  the  thriving  of  ilie.ep,  b  th 
by  the  pain  if-  oite  occ  lmns.  ar:J 
the  blood  it  lucks  :  ic  radically  Je~ 
ilroyed  by  this  application  j  and 
the  wool  is  not  at  a!)  injured.  Our 
wool-buyers  pj:  chafe  the  fleeces 
on  wbicn  ti-  cHu  c:  the  ointment 
is  Viflole,  rather  in  p; -Terence  to 
ethers,  fre  n  so  opinion  that  the 
ufe  of  «t  i*  a  u'  v-ed  the  ani¬ 

mal  from  bti.  vv:t  d  either  with 
the  fcab  or  fagg?,  the  woo!  is  lefs 
liable  to  the  deleft  of  joints  or 
knots  ;  a  fault  obferved  to  proceed 
from  every  fudden  Hop  in  the  thriv¬ 
ing  of  the  animal,  either  fiom  want 
or  food,  or  from  difeafe. 

Phis  mode  ©1  curing  was  brought 
into  that  part  of  Lincolnshire  where 
my  property  is  fituated,  about 
twelve  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Stephen* 
fon,  of  Mareham,  and  is  now  fo 
generally  received,  that  the  fcab, 
which  uied  to  be  the  terror  of  the 
farmers,  and  which  frequently  de¬ 
terred  the  more  careful  of  them 
from  taking  the  advantage  of  pas¬ 
turing  their  flieep  in  the  fertile  and 
extenfive  commons  with  which  that 
dittridl  abounds,  is  no  longer  re¬ 
garded  with  any  apprehenfion  :  by 
far  the  mod  of  them  have  their 
flock  anointed  in  autumn, when  they 
return  from  the  common,  whether 
they  fhew  any  fyuiptoms  of  fcab, 
or  not  ;  and  having  done  fo,  con- 
elude  them  fafe  for  fometime,  from 
either  giving  or  receiving  infection. 
There  are  people  who*  employ  them- 
felves  in  the  bufinefs,  and  contract 
to  anoint  our  large  flieep  at  five 
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(hidings  a  fcore,  infilling  for  that 
price  the  tuccefs  of  the  operation  ; 
f  ar  is,  agreeing,  in  cafe  many  of 
d.e  (heep  break  out  afreig,  to  re¬ 
peat  the  operation  gratis ,  even  tome 
months  a.  terwaids. 

1  L*g  to  hr  ve  it  undcriiooci,  that 
i  r  communicating  this  information 
to  the  Society,  1  do  not* offer  my* 
fell  as  a  candidate  for  the  medal 
proposed  by  them  as  a  reward  :  ha¬ 
ving  been  n  it  her  the  ckfcoveret 
nor  the.  introducer  of  lire  remedy,  I 
can  lay  n.o  chum  to  it.  Re  foe  it  ro 
me  patriotic  views  w  ucn  h  ,  o  ever 
guided  their  conduct,  ar-j  in--*  he pe 
of  being  ufeful  to  tiie  bleeders  of 
flieep,  are  the  motives  -which  have 
induced  me  to  Jay  this  •  r  before 
them  ;  and  an  r  iditionai  one  1  con- 
fefs  it  to  be,  th-.it  it  gives  .e  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  public!  /  teddy  ing  the 
refpeft  with  which,  in  con lique rice 
or  your  active  i. mutiny,  in  bring¬ 
ing  forward  ufeful  inventions,  ard 
checking  the  pre  tee  ficus  defign- 
ing  impoflors,  I  can, with  fiacerity 
profefs  myfelf, 

Your  real  well  wiflier, 

And  faithful  fervant, 

JOSEPH  RANKS,” 

Soho  Square,  April  17,  1783. 


The  following  Receipt  for  the  Scurvy, 
Juppofed  to  he  communicated  by  a 
Mr.  Buckings,  of  Cambridge, 
on  Account  of  the  great  Benefit  he 
himfelj  received  from  it ,  is  ex- 
traded  from  the  Gentleman’s 
Magazine  for  1789. 

“  0  four  beer  quarts  of  good 

JL  rich  fvveet-wort,  add  half  a 
pound  of  iafiairas,  one  ounce  of 
farfaparilla,  and  four  ounces  of  dau- 
cus  feed  (commonly  called  wild  car¬ 
rot)  :  boil  them  gently  over  the  Hra 

fo* 
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for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  fre¬ 
quently  putting  the  ingredients  down 
with  a  ladle  ;  then  ftrain  the  fame 
through  a  cloth.  To  each  quart  of 
this  liquor  put  one  pound  and  a  half 
of  good  thick  treacle,  boil  the  fame 
gently  for  three  quatters  of  an  hour, 
fkirmmng  it  all  the  time  ;  put  it  into 
a  pan,  and  cover  it  till  cold,  then 
bottle  it  for  ufe.  Be  careful  not  to 
cork  the  bottle  too  tight. 

Of  this  fyrup  a  moderate  tea-cup 
full  is  to  be  taken  in  the  morning, 
and  the  fame  on  going  to  bed.  The 
above  did  no  more  than  keep  the 
body  open.  The  effect,  However, 
was  fuch,that  it  took  olf  the  itching, 
cleared  the  (kin,  and  eafed  the  feet, 
relieved  his  drowfnefs  in  the  day¬ 
time,  and  brought  on  comfortable 
nights,  made  himaCtive,  and,  though 
60  years  old,  as  full  of  fpirits  as  lie 
ever  remembered  hirafeif. 

The  time  of  his  taking  the  fyrup 
was  in  September,  October,  and  No¬ 
vember,  1787,  during  which  time 
lie  abfained  front  high  fauces,  and 
in  a  great  meafure  from  animal 
food.  Hisdrink at  dionerwas  table 
beer,  and  fometimes  mild  ale. 

N.  B.  The  wild  carrot  ought  to 
be  gathered  in  September  or  Octo¬ 
ber.55 

An,  Enquiry  concerning  a  fare  and  cer¬ 
tain  Method  oj  improving  [mail 
Arable.  Farms. — By  Mr.  Wimpey, 
in  a  Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society  injlituted  at  Bath,  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Agriculture, 
Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce,  within  the  Counties  of  So- 
merfet,  Wilts,  Gloucester,  and 
Dorfet,  and  the  City  and  County 
#/  BriiloL 

'  S  1  R> 

T  is  generally  thought,  and  on 
very  good  grounds*  that  (mail 
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arable  farms  do  not  afford  the  occu¬ 
pier  fo  good  a  maintenance  as  dairy 
farms  of  the  fame  annual  value. 
That  the  latter  will  do  well  and  five 
money,  while  the  former,  with  a  vaft 
deal  more  labour  and  trouble,  is 
ftarving  him  fell  and  family.  This 
matter  has  been  fully  invefligated 
in  a  former  paper,  and  the  true  rea- 
fon  affignedj  but  a  lure  and  certain 
remedy,  which  would  enable  the 
farmer  to  live  and  pay  his  rent  punc¬ 
tually,  is  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  and 
would  be  of  univerfal  convenience. 
An  attempt  to  effeCt  which  is  the 
intended  ufe  of  this  paper. 

The  advantage  and  propriety  of 
applying  land  to  the  growth  of  iuch 
articles  to  which  nature  has  nioft 
fitly  fuited  it,  has  beeen  fhewn  at 
large,  and  alfo  that  all  land  which 
is  naturally  and  properly  arable,  can 
by  no  means  be  converted  into  mea¬ 
dow,  or  valuable  pafture  of  any  du¬ 
ration.  Such  as  from  a  wild  flate 
of  nature,  over  run  with  furze,  fern, 
bufhes,  and  brambles,  has  been  ren¬ 
dered  fertile  by  means  of  the  plough, 
muff  be  kept  in  that  improved  flate 
by  its  frequent  ufe,  other  wife  it 
would  foon  revert  to  that  wild  bar¬ 
ren  ftate  which  was  its  original  con¬ 
dition. 

A  farm,  therefore,  which  confifts 
wholly,  or  a! mod  fo,  of  land  that  is 
properly  arable,  muff  ever  continue 
arable;  for  it  is  not  practicable  to 
render  it  in  any  degree  fertile,  but 
by  means  of  the  plough  ;  or  to  keep 
it  long  fo,  even  when  it  is  made  fo. 
But  though  arable  land  cannot  be 
converted  into  meadow  or  pafture 
proper  lot  a  dairy,  it  may  be  planted 
with  articles  which,  it  is  well  known 
now,  will  anfwer  the  purpole  of 
feeding  homed  cattle,  efpecialJy 
milch-cows,  as  effectually  as  good 
meadow  or  pafture,  producing  as 

imicji 


p  * 
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much  milk,  and  altogether  as  rich, 
as  fweet,  and  as  good. 

But  the  great  interefring  queftion 
is,  Whether  thofe  articles  which  can 
be  procured  only  by  the  heavy  ex- 
pc-nces  of  ploughing,  harrowing, 
feed,  and  other  operations  which 
nec-eflarily  attend  their  culture  and 
harvefting,  will  afford  as  much  fuf- 
tenance  in  proportion  to  the  expcnce, 
as  meadow  or  patlure,  which  is  liable 
to  little  or  none,  excepting  what  is 
made  into  hay,  the  cattle  gathering 
it  for  themfelves  as  tiiey  confume  it  ? 

Toafceitain  this  fadl,  we  muff 
enquire,  what  may  be  the  average 
expence  of  keeping  a  milch-cow  on 
a  dairy-farm  for  any  given  time  ? 
It  is  laid  upon  very  good  authority, 
that  the  expence  generally  is  from 
3I.  to  3I.  10s.  per  annum.  Two 
acres  and  a  half  of  patfture  fit  for 
this  ufe  is  fufficient  to  keep  a  cow 
the  whole  year  through,  and  fuch 
land  is  valued  at  from  25s.  to  30s. 
per  acre.  At  25s.  fuppofe,  the 
keeping  of  each  cow  would  amount 
to  3I.  2S.  6d.  per  annum.  A  dairy, 
farm  therefore,  confiding  of  forty- 
eight  acres  at  25s.  per  annum, 
would  amount  to  60I.  rent  per  an¬ 
num :  and  the  number  of  cows  that 
might  be  kept  upon  fuch  a  farm, 
allowing  two  acres  and  a  hall  to 
each  cow,  would  be  ninereen  and 
a  fra&ion,  therefore  we  will  lay 
twenty. 

In  the  next  place,  let  us  enquire, 
what  would  be  the  aveiage  expence 
cf  keeping  a  cow  upon  iood  railed 
in  arable  land  as  a  luccedanemn  to 
grafs,  &c.  rent  and  every  neceffary 
ex  pence  included  ? 

VVc  are  affured  by  unquestionable 
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milk  will  be  as  rich  and  as  good,  and 
the  quantity  as  great,  as  in  the  lum- 
mei  months  when  the  cows  are  ia 
good  patlure. 

In  a  former  paper  we  have  Shewn, 
.tiiat  an  acre  of  lard,  properly  culti¬ 
vated  with  potatoes,  will  produce 
337  bufnelsj  and  the  total  expence 
o;  cultivating  an  acre,  rent  and  tithe 
included,  was  61.  13s.  If 

three  cows  cat  feven  bufheis  per 
week,  then  they  would  eat  365 
buffels  in  a  year  ;  and  twenty  cows 
would  confume  2433  bufhels.  The 
queftion  then  is,  If  twenty  cows 
require  2433  bufiiels  to  keep  them  a 
year,  arid  as  above  an  acre  of  land 
properly  cultivated  will  produce 
337  bufiiels  nett,  how  many  acres 
will  be  required  to  produce 
2433  bufiiels,  or  the  quantity  ne- 
ce-ffuv  to  feed  20  cows,  to  keep 
them  in  full  milk  the  year  round? 
The  anfwer  is,  Seven  acres  and  a 
quarter  nearly. 

If  then  an  acre  of  land  can  be 
cultivated  with  potatoes,  as  above, 
for  61.  13s.  yfd.  the  cultivation  of 
Even  acresand  aquarterwili  amount 
to  48I.  8s.  9 l-d.  We  have  feen  as 
above,  that  the  rent  of  a  dairy  farm, 
capable  of  maintaining  20  milch- 
cows,  is  upon  a  medium  6oi. ;  but  it 
clearly  appears  that  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  of  cows  may  be  kept  equally  ' 
well  on  a  very  fmall  part  of  an  ata"- 
ble  farm  planted  with  potatoes  for 
ill.  ns.  aid.  lefs'than  that  fum, 
which  is  lo  much  in  favour  of  the 
arable  farm  ;  or  in  other  words, 
feven  or  eight  acres  of  arable  land 
under  this  mode  of  management, 
arc  as  much  fuperior  io  forty-eight 
acres  of  meadow  or  pa’fiiire,  as  the 
difference  of  the  two  fu ms  men¬ 


authority,  thatabufhel  ot  potatoes, 
given  half  at  night  and  half  in  the 
morning,  with  a  fmall  allowance  of 
bay  is  f efficient  to  keep  three  cows 
a  dfiv.  On  that  allowance  their 


tioned  ;  the  arable  fanner  receiving 
ns  great  a  fum  for  the  expenditure 
of  48b  8s.  c.fj.  as  the  dairy  far¬ 
mer  doth  for  his  bare  rent  ol  6ql. 

without 


74  ANNUAL  RE 

without  reckoning  a  penny  for  in¬ 
cidental  expences. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  in  this 
flatemeut  no  allowance  is  made  for 
the  lmall  quantity  of  hay  given  to 
the  cows  with  the  potatoes.  It  nmO. 
be  noted  alfo,  that  the  account  of 
cultivation  is  charged  with  40s.  an 
acre  for  manure,  and  fome  expence 
of  ploughing,  which  of  right  is 
chargeable  to  the  crop  of  wheat 
that  is  to  follow.  Now  if  we  de¬ 
duct  40s.  an  acre  from  the  expence 
of  cultivating  the  potatoes,  it  re¬ 
duces  the  futn  to  4I.  13s.  7L  and 
the,  whole  expence  then  upon  feven 
acres  and  a  quarter  is  only  33I. 
18s.  cfj.  and  confequently  the 
keep  of  20  cows  is  little  more  than 
half  to  the  occupier  of  the  arable 
farm,  what  it  is  to  the  occupier  of 
the  grazing  farm.  If  this  conclu- 
fion  be  fairly  drawn,  and  the  calcu¬ 
lation  free  from  errors,  as  I  hope 
and  believe,  it  is  matter  of  the  great- 
eft:,  importance,  especially  to  the 
little  arable  farmer.  It  plainly  raifes 
him  from  a  fiate  of  acknowledged 
great  inferiority,  to  one  altogether 
as  iuperior. 

It  may  be  faid,  this  calculation 
tefpedfs  potatoes  only  ;  how  will  this 
mode  of  culture  anfwer  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  growth  of  other  articles 
of  food  ufed  as  a  fuccedaneum  to 
herbage  ?  Let  us  try. 

By  an  experiment  made  on  a 
pretty  large  fcale,  lately  by  Mr, 
Vagg,  it 'ieems  to  appear,  that  cab- 
Urge  on  arable  land  is  much  about 
as  Iuperior  to  natural  pafture  as  po¬ 
tatoes, —  His  experiment  was  made 
on  twelve  acres  of  land,  which  was 
very  far  from  being  the  mod  fuit- 
*bie  for  a  crop  of  cabbage.  The 
average  value  about  30s.  per  acre, 
and  the  whole  expence  of  the  cul- 
ty.re,  cartingoff included,  il.  14s,  id. 
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per  acre  The  rent  and  expences 
of  cultivating  the  twelve  acres  then 
amount  to  38I.  9s.  He  fays  the 
Hock  he  fed  with  it  was  forty  five 
oxen,  and  upwards  offixty  Bleep  ; 
that  it  fed  them  three  months,  and 
that  he  is  very  well  allured  that  they 
proved  as  fat  upon  it  as  they  do  in 
the  prime  months  of  the  feafon. 
May,  June,  and  July.  Now  if,  in- 
ftead  of  fixty  Bleep,  we  reckon  fif¬ 
teen  oxen,  or  that  four  Bleep  arc 
about  equal  to  one  ox,  in  which  we 
cannot  err  much ;  then  fixty  oxen 
were  kept  well  for  three  months,  or, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  fifteen  oxen 
lor  a  whole  year,  for  3 S I.  gs  and 
confequently  twenty  would  coft  5  1  ]. 
5s.  4B.  which  is  not  quite  3I.  more 
than  the  keep  of  20  cows  coll  in 
potatoes. 

It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary  that 
two  experiments,  made  on  articles 
fo  very  different  in  their  nature, 
Hiould  fo  nearly  coincide  in  their 
effetts  when  applied  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  Turaips,  turnip-rooted 
cabbage,  carrots,  parfnips,  and 
fome  other  articles,  by  many  expe¬ 
riments  often  repeated,  have  been 
found  quite  adequate  to  the  fame 
valuable  purpofes,  at  lead  fo  far  as 
to  be  more  lucrative  than  meadow 
or  pafture.  I  omit  clover  and  rye- 
grais,  becaufe  they  have  been  lon£ 
in  genial  pradice  ;  but  are  in  com¬ 
mon  very  Biort  of  the  advantages 
which  may  be  derived  from  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  other  articles  recom¬ 
mended. 

Tfiete  is  one  other  article,  how¬ 
ever,  which  is  particularly  worthy 
of  the  arable  farmer’s  utmofl  cart 
and  attention,  which  he  may  rely 
on  with  great  confidence,  if  he  will 
be  at  the  pains  of  thoroughly  clean¬ 
ing  his  land,  and  of  keeping  it  fo 
lor  two  or  three  years  after  it  is 

planted. 
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planted.  The  article  I  mean  is 
Sainfoin.  Ftom  the  miferable  ap¬ 
pearance  it  often  makes  the  hilt 
year,  I  long  doubted,  if  its  tuccefs 
in  poor  land  was  not  very  precari¬ 
ous  ;  but  1  have  now  the  lulled:  con- 
vidtion,  that  it  will  grow’  and  pro¬ 
duce  a  very  good  ciop  in  poor  land, 
provided  the  loil  be  dry,  and  proper 
care  be  taken  to  keep  it  clean  till  it 
fee  lu'ly  eftablifhed  in  the  ground. 

Small  arable  farms,  which  in  a 
manner  are  quire  destitute  of  her¬ 
bage,  cannot  well  be  (applied  with 
any  lub'Iitute  that  is  by  any  means 
its  equal.  Indeed  one  acre  of  good 
lainfoin  is  of  more  value  than  two 
acres  of  middling  meadow  or  pas¬ 
ture.  And  as  it  will  thrive  fo  well 
.on  a  very  poor  foil,  the  arable  far¬ 
mer,  who  either  keeps  no  cows  for 
want  of  herbage,  or  keeping  them 
is  pinched  for  food  for  them,  is  per¬ 
fectly  ignorant  of  the  advantages 
attending  the  culture  of  this  plant, 
pr  miferably  indolent  and  inexcul- 
Able  in  not  better  attending  to  his 
intereft. 

Whatever  crop  precedes  the 
planting  lainfoin,  the  ground  iliould 
be  ploughed  in  the  winter,  and  laid 
up  in  fharp  deep  ridges  by  one  bout 
of  the  plough,  to  continue  till  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  April.  Then  it  Iliould  be 
.dragged  and  harrowed  level  :  and  if 
the  land  be  very  poor,  it  iliould 
have  fotne  light  dreffing  of  allies, 
foot,  or  a  com  poll  of  lime,  earth, 
and  rotten  dung,  well  incorporated 
together.  A  final!  quantity  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  would  greatfy  encou¬ 
rage  the  plants  in  their  infant  date. 
The  beginning  or  middle  of  April, 
as  the  leafon  may  prove,  the  feed 
fliould  be  Town,  and  there  would  be 
Jittle  danger  of  its  lucceeding  to 
pne’s  wiili. 

perhaps  there  cannot  be  a  better 
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nor  a  furcr  means  ol  cultivating  this 
very  u let u  1  plant  to  the  greatdt  ad¬ 
vantage,  than  by  lowing  it  alter 
potatoes.  T  he  horfe  arid  hand- 
hoeing  them  during  their  growth, 
and  the  ploughing,  diagging,  and 
harrowing  the  ground  to  clean  if.  of 
the  potatoes,  fo  thoroughly  deftroy 
the  weeds  and  pulverize  the  foil, 
that  it  is  made  in  the  moll  perfect 
condition  for  a  crop  of  fainfoin  ;  and 
though  the  land  may  in  its  nature 
be  very  poor,  the  manuring  pro¬ 
perly  lor  a  crop  of  potatoes,  and 
that  being  grown  perfectly  rotten, 
the  foil  is  become  diffidently  fer  tile. 

Befides  the  above,  perhaps,  there 
are  very  few  articles  in  ufe  as  fubfli* 
tutes  for  pailure,  that  are  equally 
profitable  with  carrots  and  parfnips, 
when  the  foil  is  i ui table  to  their 
mannerof  growth  and  culture.  The 
loil  they  delight  and  fiouriih  molt 
in  is  a  deep,  light,  tree  foil,  which 
is  eafily  penetrated,  and  moderately 
fertile.  In  fuch  a  foil,  if  propeily 
hoed  and  fet  out  at  due  didances, 
they  will  arrive  at  a  great  magni¬ 
tude,  and  tire  acreable  produce  be 
very  furprifmg.  Another  advantage 
is,  their  being  fo  very  acceptable  to 
the  farmer’s  dock  of  every  kind. 
Horfes,  cows,  ilieep,  anil  hogs,  eat 
them  feemingly  with  the  fame  appe¬ 
tite,  and  are  equally  improved  by 
them.  Unfortunately  the  quantity 
ol  iuch  land  bears  but  a  final!  pro¬ 
portion  to  what  is  totally  unfuitable 
to  them.  Hard,  ftifif,  obdurate  land, 
and  fuch  as  ftrongly  coheres,  is  quite 
unnatural  to  them,  and  never  p.n- 
fvvers  the  expence  and  trouble  ; 
what  grows  in  fuch  land  being  very 
ilrort,  generally  forked,  and/pr  final! 
value,  Potatoes,  cultivated  tfs  above 
directed,  would,  J  think,  be  as  good 
a  preparation  lor  thole  roots  as  can 
wd|  be  invented,  if  the  foil  be 


76  ANNUAL  RE 

well  manured  f$sr  the  potatoes,  it  will 
be  AxfBciently  fertile  lor  Carrots  and 
par  (nips,  and,  lying  through  the 
winter  in  fallow,  will  be  in  excel¬ 
lent  order  for  fowing  the  feeds  of 
thefe  loots  the  March  following. 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  account, 
it  feems  clearly  to  follow,  that  an 
arable  farm  of  50  L  or  60 1.  per 
snnum,  though  k  has  net  an  acre 
of  meadow  or  pafture  land  belong- 
ing  to  it,  may  by  (kill  and  proper 
management  be  made  to  produce  as 
much  good  butter  and  ckeefe,  as  a 
dairy  tarm  of  the  fame  value,  and 
feave  a  large  proportion  of  land  left 
for  the  growth  of  corn  and  other 
p  or  poles. 

For  infiance  ;  twenty  acres  ot  the 
frxty,  I  conceive,  would  be  compe¬ 
tent  to  the  maintenance  of  the  (lock 
siboveraeniionedj  and  they  might  be 
fitly  divided  ris  follows  :  viz,  fix  acres 
of  potatoes,  two  or  four  of  cabbages, 
two  of  turnip-rooted  cabbage,  and 
two  of  turnips,  making  together 
twelve  or  fourteen  acres  ;  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  be  fainfoin  5  in  all  twenty 
acres.  The  proportion  to  be  varied, 
and  feme  articles  exchanged  for 
ethers,  as  the  nature  of  the  foil  and 
particular  circum fiances  might  re¬ 
quire,  and  as  the  farmer  might  think 
fit  and  'proper  On  twenty  acres 
thus  planted  i  reckon, be lides  twen¬ 
ty  mulch  cows,  fix  or  eight  young 
cattle,  and  pigs  in  proportion,  might 
be  well  kept  on  the  offal.  . 

It  may  be  asked,  fhouki  this  plan 
be  generally  adopted  by  the  fanner, 
for  whofe  ufe  it  is  principally  in¬ 
tended,  if  it  would  not  be  running 
out  of  one  extreme  into  another  ? 
If  fo  coididerable  an  increafe  of 
milk,  butter,  and  cheefe,  would  not 
lower  the  prices  of  thole  articles 
too  much,  and  raiie  the  price  of 
wheat  in  a  greater  proportion  ? 
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That  it  would  lower  the  prices  of 
thole  articles  is  very  certain,  and  it 
is  a  very  definable  circttmflance  that 
it  fhouki.  At  this  time,  and  :cf  fix  , 
weeks  pall,  butter  has  be?m  fold  in 
this  neighbourhood  for  nine  pence 
a  pound,  and  will  moil  probably  be 
fold  for  ten  pence  very  foon  ;  where¬ 
as  I  fhoutd  hope  the  average  price 
might,  by  the  propofed  improve¬ 
ment,  be  reduced  to  feven  pence. 

There  is  little  danger,  however, 
of  the  price  of  wheat  being  advanced 
by  the  appropriation  of  about  twelve 
acres  of  land  annually  to  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  above  articles  ;  for  the 
land  would  be  fo  much  improved  by 
the  extra  tillage  given  to  the  foil  in¬ 
tended  for  thole  articles,  and  alfo 
during  their  growth,  mat  I  am  ra¬ 
ther  of  opinion  they  would  produce 
more  corn  than  if  conftantly  planted 
in  the  ufual  very  imperfect  manner. 

The  grealef!  obftacle  to  this  mode 
of  managing  a  final!  farm  (fay  from 
20I.  to  60I.  per  annum)  is,  the  con¬ 
fined  or  harrow  circumflances  of  the 
occupiers  of  fuch  farms.  In  gene¬ 
ral  their  capitals  are  much  too  fmall 
to  carry  on  their  bu fine fs  to  any  ad¬ 
vantage  in  "the  prefent  mode  of  ma¬ 
nagement  ;  but  the  mode  recom¬ 
mended  would  require  an  increafe  of 
capital  to  the  tune  of  200b  or  300b 
Teis  than  400b  would  not  flock  a 
farm  in  this  way  of  6cb  per. annum 
at  any  rate  ;  but  a  capital  of  500L 
would  be  vaftly  more  convenient, 
and  indeed  much  more  to  the  far-' 
mer’s  advantage. 

If  the  improvements  propofed 
are  fo  interefting  to  the  individuals 
immediately  concerned,  how  very 
important  are  its  efFedts  in  a  political 
view,  as  it  refpects  the  community 
at  large  !  If  eight  acres  of  land, 
by  (kill  and  management,  can  be 
rendered  as  productive  and  as  pro¬ 
fitable 
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Stible  as  forty-eight  acres  whole 
natural  produce  is  of  a  medium  va¬ 
lue,  it  is  viitually  increafiog  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  territory  in  a  fixfojd  propor¬ 
tion  ;  lor  if  every  acre  of  land  could 
by  art  and  induftry  be  made  to  yield 
fix  times  the  quantity  of  proauce  >t 
does  at  prefent,  the  whole  might  be 
rendered  capable  of  fupporting  fix 
times  the  number  of  the  prelent  in¬ 
habitants. 

But  this  is  far  from  being  the  whole 
of  the  advantage  that  will  acciue 
from  it.  It  will  not  only  increaie 
the  quantity  of  provifions  as  aiore- 
faid,  but  it  will  aifo  find  abundance 
of  employment  tor  the  poor  la¬ 
bourer  and  his  family.  In  this  re- 
fpe*ft  dairy  farms  are  in  a  manner  of 
no  ufe ;  they  afford  little  or  no  em¬ 
ployment  at  all  tor  the  poor  labour¬ 
ers.  Within  a  few  miles  of  me  lives 
a  dairy- man,  who  milks  conflantly 
between  twenty  and  thirty  cows. 
He  has  no  wife,  keeps  only  one 
maid-fervant,  has  neither  man  nor 
boy  to  afiilb  him,  he  only  hires  a 
woman  in  the  neighbourhood  toaffift 
in  milking  night  and  morning,  for 
which  he  pays  her  i  5b.  or  i6d  per 
week.  This  is  his  whole  expence 
in  the  management  ol  his  dairy ; 
fcarce  a  tenth  part  of  his  rent ; 
whereas  every  arable  acre  cultivated 
with  potatoes,  he.  as  above,  will  colt 
four  or  five  times  as  much  as  the 
rent  of  the  iand  they  grow  on.  What 
an  amazing  difference  doth  this  make 
to  the  poor  o  a  populous  country, 
and  aifo  to  thole  who  mud  either 
find  them  employment,  or  maintain 
them  without  any  ! 

1  have  often  employed  a  poor 
family  in  planting  potatoes,  and  aifo 
in  following  the  plough  and  picking 
them  up  when  harvefted;  a  man,  ins 
wife,  and  two  children,  about  iz  or 
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1  3  years  of  age.  The  man  I  paid 
6s.  a  week,  the  woman  3s.  and  the 
two  children  3s.  ;  together  12s.  A 
very  pretty  income  tor  a  poor  fa¬ 
mily  !  At  thefe  times  they  uiually 
got  them  a  few  clothes;  at  other 
times,  when  i  had  no  employment 
for  them,  they  have  been  often  ob¬ 
liged  to  feek  relief  from  the  parifh. 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  all  men  in  bufinefs, 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote 
the  beneficial  employment  of  the 
poor  ;  it  not  only  ferves  to  alleviate 
a  burthen,  which  in  many  places  is 
become  intolerable;  but  is  aifo  the 
hired  means  of  keeping  the  poor 
honed.  Many  of  them,  1  hope, 
would  never  have  thought  of  being 
otherwife,  if  they  had  not  been  firit 
impelled  by  neceflity  }  who  from 
petty  pilferings  to  get  a  penny,  go 
on  to  greater  thefts,  till  they  too 
often  go  to  the  gallows  ;  whereas, 
had  they  been  condantly  employed, 
they  would  have  been  neither  necel- 
htous  nor  idle— —the  two  grand 
fources  of  all  the  evils  they  fuffer* 
and  thejmjuries  they  do  to  iociety! 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 
JOSEPH  WIMPEY 

North-Bockharnpton,  Haats, 

Nov.  Z5,  1788. 


Of  Furze  or  Whins  [Ulex  Europseus, 
Linn.]  as  a  Food  for  Florfes  and 
Cattle  i  Defcription  of  a  Machine 
Jor  brut  fin g  them  ;  and  Flints  for 
rearing  that  Flant  ccc  anomic  ally  as 
a  Crop.  By  Dr.  }  Andeifon. — 
Addreffed  to  the  fame  Society , 

“  t  |  ““'HE  machine  condds  (imply 
of  a  large  circular  done 

kt 
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fet  on  its  edge  (the  weightier  and 
bigger  the  better)  with  a  wooden 
axis  palling  through  its  centre.  One 
end  of  this  axis  is  fixed  upon  a  pivot 
placed  in  the  centre  of  a  Circular 
area,  and  to  the  other  end  of  it  is 
fixed  a  yoke,  to  which  the  hdrfe 
that  is  to  move  it  is  attached.  The 
ftone,  being  placed  on  its  edge,  when 
the  horfe  moves,  it  revolves  round 
its  axis  in  a  circular  groove,  or  ftone 
trough  (this  trough  ihould  be  made 
cf  hewn  ftone)  exactly  in  the  fame 
manner  as  a  fu  gar- baker’s  or  a  tan¬ 
ner’s  mill.  The  whins  being  placed 
in  this  trough,  are  bruifed  by  the 
weight  of  the  ftone  as  it  paffes  over 
them,  and  being  raifed  up  by  a 
three-pronged  fork,  by  the  attend¬ 
ant,  after  they  have  been  Well  flatted 
down,  they  rile  in  a  fort  of  matted 
cake,  whiplf;  being  fet  in  foiiie  mea- 
fure  upofplt^  edge,  is  dgain  fmaflied 
down  by  the  wheel  as  it  revolves 
around,  in  this  way  the  operation 
is  continued,  by  lucceflively  pre- 
fenting  new  furfaces  to  the  affion 
of  the  wheel,  till  the  whole  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  foft  pulpy  mafs,  that 
can  eafdy  be  eaten  by  the  animals 
to  which  it  is  to  be  piefented. 

Dhifirfg  the  continuance  of  this 
procefs,  it  is  neceffary  to  pour  plenty 
of  water  upon  the  whins,  at  different 
times,  without  the  help  of  Which, 
they  can  fcarcely  be  reduced  to  a 
pulp  foft  enough.  On  this  account 
it  will  be  proper  to  make  choice  of 
a  place  for  the  machine  where  plen¬ 
ty  of  water  can  be  obtained  with  lit¬ 
tle  labour.  1 1  folio wsalfb,  that  as  fain 
can  never  be  prejudicial  to  this  ope¬ 
ration,  ir  may  properly  be  placed  in 
the  open  air. 

As  this  operation  is  greatly  faci¬ 
litated  by  a  judicious  way  of  raffing 
or  Turning  the  whins,  during  the 

operation,  which  a  little  experience 


will  enable  any  attentive  perfon  to 
attain,  but  which  cannot  be  taught 
by  words  only  ;  I  would  therefore 
adviie  any  perfon,  who  fliould  think 
of  erecting  an  apparatus  of  this  fort, 
to  put  one  of  his  molt  tagacious  fer- 
vants  to  conduct  this  operation  at 
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the  beginning,  as  fuch  a  perfon  will 
more  quickly  difcover  the  circurn- 
ftances  that  facilitate  the  procefs, 
than  one  of  a  flower  comprehenfion 
would  do.  After  he  has  become 
expert  at  the  bufincfs,  he  wili  be 
able  to  inftrudt  any  inferior  perfon, 
who  may  ihen  be  employed  for  the 
purpofe.  But  in  whatever  way  it 
fliall  be  conducted,  the  perfon  who 
begins  this  manufacture  mult  lay  his 
account  with  performing  very  little 
work  for  fome  time  at  the  firft,  in 
comparifon  of  what  he  will  be  able 
to  execute  afterwards  with  eafe. 

It  the  whins  that  are  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  this  purpofe  grow  natu¬ 
rally  in  the  toil  in  irregular  bullies, 
it  is  a  troubleiome  work  to  cut  and 
gather  them.  To  underftand  the 
proper  mode  of  managing  this  bu- 
fmels  in  all  its  departments,  ir  is 
neceffary  to  advert  to  ieveral  parti¬ 
culars  in  the  natural  economy  of 
this  Angular  plant.  Jnftead  of  leaves, 
the  whin  is  furniflied  with  an  innu-* 
merable  quantity  of  prickles.  Thefe 
fpring  out  from  every  pair  of  the 
young,  fled),  and  are,  at  the  fiift, 
like  the  Hem  itfeli  to  which  they 
adhere,  luccufent,  loft,  and  inef- 
fenfive;  but,  like  the  Hems  alfo,  they 
become  gradually  harder,  as  the 
feafon  advances,  and  feem,  indeed, 
to  a  caiual  obferver,  to  form  a  part 
of  that  Item,  though  they  are  as 
different  from  it  as  the  leaves  of 
other  trees  are  from  the  branches 
which  produce  them. 

Theie  prickles  do  not,  like  the 
leaves  of  meft  deciduous  trees,  fail 

of 
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pffi  at  the  approach  of  winter,  but 
like  evergreens,  they  remain  upon 
the  branches  all  winter,  and  retain 
during;  that  time  their  full  i ucculence 
and  verdure.  Early  in  the  fpring, 
innumerable  blofioms  Ipring  out 
around  thefe  prickles,  adhering  to 
them,  and  not  to  the  flem.  The 
blolfoms  are  fucceeded  by  pods  con¬ 
taining  the  feeds,  which  gradually 
ripen  ;  a  little  after  Midfummer  the 
feeds  harden,  and  the  pods  flowly 
become  dry  and  wither,  the  prickles 
to  which  they  adhere  becoming  dry 
and  withered  at  the  fame  time,  and 
gradually  loofen  from  the  ftalk, 
which  ftill  continues  frefh,  though  it 
has  now  attained  a  woody  confiftr 
ence.  Thefe  prickles  having  now 
performed  all  the  Junctions  that  na¬ 
ture  had  defigned  them,  fall  off  in 
part,  at  firfk  from  the  (talk,  and  in 
part  adhere  to  it  for  fome  time,  till 
they  are  gradually  fhaken  off  bv  the 
agitation  of  the  wind,  or  other 
caufes.  Hence  it  happens  that  it  is 
only  the  furface  or  top  twigs  of  a 
whin  bulli  that  are  green,  fort,  and 
fucculent,  the  hems  below  being  dry 
and  woody,  and  frequently  covered 
with  dry  prickles,  that  are  not  only 
not  ufelul  as  food  for  cattie,  but  ra¬ 
ther  hurtful  to  them,  on  account  of 
the  hardnefs  of  their  confidence,  and 
Jliarpnefs  of  their  piickles. 

In  gathering  whins,  therefore,  for 
food  for  cattle,  it  is  only  the  tender 
top  fhoots  that  are  wanted  ;  and  the 
eafieft  method  of  gathering  them, 
that  our  practice  has  yet  difeovered, 
is  to  take  a  forked  dick  in  the  left 
hand  (the  readied  thing  is  the  branch 
of  a  tree  of  a  proper  fize)  and  a 
fickle  in  the  right  hand  (both  hands, 
but  more  efpecially  the  right,  flvould 
be  armed  with  drong  gloves)  then 
thruding  the  fickle  among  the  young 
fhoots,  and  pulling  it  backward r  the 
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forked  dick  when  oppofed  to  them* 
keeps  the  branches  fteady  enough 
to  produce  a  refidance  fufficient  to 
make  the  fickle  cut  them  ;  and  as 
the  tops  of  the  whins  are  intermixed 
with  each  other,  they  dick  to  the 
prongs  of  the  fork,  which,  after  rt 
is  as  lull  as  it  can  hold,  is  taken  to 
a  fide,  and  cleared  by  prefilng  the 
whins  to  the  ground,  and  pulling 
the  folk  backwards.  Thefe  little 
heaps  are  afterwards  forked  to  a 
cart,  and  preffed  down  by  a  man 
walking  upon  them,  having  his  legs 
covered  with  large  drong  boots 
made  on  purpole,  and  thus  are 
carried  home. 

If  the  whins  have  grown  upon  a 
good  loil,  and  have  made  very  vi¬ 
gorous  fhoots,!  they  may  be  thus 
reaped  pretty  expeditioufly ;  but  if 
the  loil  has  been  poor,  and  the  fhoots 
fliort,  the  expence  of  this  operation 
is  very  confiderable  ;  and  as  thefe 
fliort  whins  are  in  other  refpedts,  of 
a  very  inferior  quality  to  the  others 
as  tood  lor  beads,  it  is  only  at  ti riles 
when  fodder  is  fcarce  and  dear,  tbaS 
they  can  be  (Economically  applied, 
to  this  ufe. 

To  abridge  this  labour,  and  to 
obtain  the  full  benefit  of  this  valu¬ 
able  winter  food,  I  tried  myfelf  to 
cultivate  whins  artificially,  and  have 
feen  others  rear  them  in  feveral  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  j  among  which  I  found 
the  two  following  modes  of  culture 
to  prove  the  mod  fuccefsful : 

In  a  field  of  good  dry  loamy 
foil,  I  lowed  along  with  a  crop  of 
barley,  the  feeds  ot  the  whin  in  the 
fame  way  as  clover  is  ufual'Iy  fown, 
allowing  at  the  rate  of  from  j  5  to 
30  pounds  of  leed  to  the  acre.  The 
feeds,  if  harrowed  in  and  rolled 
with  the  barley,  quickly  ipring  u>p 
and  advance  under  the  flicker  of 
the  barley  during  the  fummer,  and 

keep 
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keep  alive  during  the  winter,  Next 
feafon,  if  the  fietd  has  not  a  great 
tendency  to  run  to  grafs  fo  as  to 
choak  them,  they  advance  rapidly 
after  Midfummer,  fo  as  to  produce 
a  pretty  full  crop  before  winter. 
This  you  may  begin  to  cut  with  the 
fey  the  immediately  after  your  clover 
fails,  and  continue  to  cut  it  as  it  is 
wanted  during  the  whole  of  the 
winter;  but  it  is  fuppofed  that  after 
the  month  of  February  the  tafte  of 
this  plant  alters,  as  it  is  in  general 
beieived,  that  after  that  time  horfes 
and  cattle  are  no  longer  fond  of  its 
I  mud  however  obferve,  that  never 
having  had  inyfelf  a  Efficiency  of 
whins  to  ferve  longer  than  till  to¬ 
wards  the  middle  of  February,  or 
beginning  of  March,  1  cannot  af- 
fert  the  above  fa£t  from  my  own 
experience.  I  have  frequently  feen 
horfes  beatinp  the  whins  with  their 
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lioofs,  fo  as  to  bi'uife  the  prickles,  and 
then  eat  them,  even  in  the  months 
of  April  and  May  ;  and  fheep  which 
have  been  ufed  to  this  food  certainly 
pick  off  the  bloffoms  and  young 
pods  at  that  feafon,  and  probably 
the  prickles  alfo ;  fo  that  it  is  poi- 
fible  this  opinion  may  only  be  a 
Vulgar  error. 

Circum fences,  which  I  need  not 
here  fpecify,  have  prevented  me 
from  ascertaining  what  is  the  weight 
of  the  crop  that  may  be  1  thus  at¬ 
tained  ;  but  I  think  I  may  fafely 
Venture  to  fay,  that  it  is  at  lea  It 
equal  to  that  of  a  crop  of  green 
clover  ;  and  if  it  be  contidered  that 
this  affords  a  green  fucculent  food 
during  winter,  on  which  cattle  can 
be  fatted  as  well  as  on  cut  grafs- in 
fumnier,  it  will  1  think  be  admitted, 
that  it  mull  be  accounted  even  a 
more  valuable  crop  than  clover, 
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After  being  cut,  it  fprings  up  the 
following  feafon  with  greater  vigour 
than  before;  and,  in  this  fituation, 
acquires  a  degree  of  health  and  luc- 
culence  very  different  from  what  it 
is  ever  obferved  to  p'offeis  in  its  na¬ 
tural  fete*.  The  prickles  too  are 
fo  foft,  and  the  items  lb  tender,  that 
very  little  bruifeg  is  necefiary  :  in¬ 
deed  horfes,  who  have  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  this  food,  would  eat  it 
without  any  bruiling  at  all :  but 
cattle,  whole  mouths  feem  to  be 
more  tender,  always  require  it  to 
be  well  bruifed. 

Flow'  long  this  crop  might  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  annually  cut  over,  without 
wearing  out,  I  cannot  fay  ;  I  believe 
a  long  while,  in  favourable  circum- 
fences.  But  I  niuft  now  take  notice 
of  a  peculiarity  that,  unlefs  guarded 
againft,  will  very  foon  extirpate  it, 
as  I  my felf  experienced-.  _ 

The  natural  progrefs  of  this 
plant  has  been  deferibed  above  with 
tolerable  accuracy,  but  c'ne  parti¬ 
cular  was  omitted.  During  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  ieafon,  nature  feems 
to  be  folely  employed  about  the 
great  work  of  trubtihcalion  only, 
and  it  is  not  till  near  Midfummer 
that  the  whin  begins  to  pufh  forth 
its  wood-bearing  branches,  which 
advance  with  great  luxuriance  only 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  ieaion. 
Hence  it  happens,  that  if  care  be 
not  taken  to  have  the  grafs  that 
fprings  up  on  tire  held  before  the 
whin  begins  to  fend  out  its  flioots 
eaten  dole  down,  that  grafs  will  ac¬ 
quire  fuch  a  luxuriance  before  the 
young  branches  ot  the  whin  begin 
to  advance,  as  to  overtop  them,  and 
choak  them  entirely.  Whoever 
tiiefHore  has  a  field  under  this^paf- 
ticular  crop,  muft  be  careful  to  ad¬ 
vert 


*  I  have  feen  {hoots  of  one  feafon  near  fear  feet  ift  length. 
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v  it  to  this  circumdance,  or,  if  the 
held  be  in  good  heart,  he  will  in¬ 
fallibly  lofe  it.  The  field  therefore 
ihould  be  kept,  as  a  padure,  bare  as 
podible  during  the  beginning  of  the 
ieafon,  and  the  cattle  fliopld  only 
be  taken  ftom  it  when  the  ihoots  of 
the  whin  are  difeovered  to  begin  to 
advance  with  vigour.  Under  this 
management  1  prefume  it  may  be 
kept  for  many  years,  and  yield 
full  crops  :  but  unlefs  the  mowers 
fln-al  1  be  particularly  attentive,  at 
the  beginning,  to  cut  it  as  low  as 
poffible,  it  will  very  loon  become 
jmpoilible  to  cut  the  field  with  a 
lcy'the,  as  the  dumps  will  loon  ac¬ 
quire  fo  much  drength  as  to  break 
the  feythe  when  it  happens  to  touch 
them. 

This  is  the  bed  way  I  know  of 
rearing  whins  as  a  crop  for  a  winter 
food  for  cattle  or  horles.  For  flieep, 
who  take  to  this  food  very  kindly 
when  they  have  been  once  accuf- 
tomed  to  it,  lefs  nicety  is  required  ; 
for  if  the  feeds  be  dmply  Town 
broad-cad  very  thin  (about  a  pound 
of  feed  per  acre)  upon  the  poored 
foils,  after  they  come  up  the  fheep 
of  themfelves  will  crop  the  plants, 
and  loon  bring  them  into  round  clofe 
bullies,  as  this  animal  nibbles  off 
the  prickles  one  by  one  very  quickly, 
fo  as  not  to  be  hurt  by  them.  Sheep, 
however,  who  have  not  been  uied- 
to  this  mode  of  browfing,  do  not 
know  how  to  proceed,  and  often 
will  not  tade  them  j  but  a  few  that 
have  been  uled  to  this  food,  will 
foon  teach  all  the  red  how  to  ufe  it. 

Another  very  ceconomical  way  of 
rearing  whins,  that  I  have  feen  prac- 
tifed  at  large  by  another,  rather 
than  experienced  it  myfelf,  is  as 
follows ; 

Let  a  farm  be  inclofed  by  means 
Voi.  XXXI; 


of  a  ditch  all  round,  with  a  bank 
thrown  up  upon  one  fide  ;  and  if 
dones  can  be  had,  let  the  face  of 
that  bank  be  lined  with  the  denes 
from  bottom  to  near  the  top  ;  this 
lining  to  dope  backward  with  an 
angle  ol  about  iixty  of  feventy  de¬ 
grees  from  the  horizon.  Any  kind 
of  dones,  even  round  bullets  ga¬ 
thered  from  the  land,  will  anfwer 
the  purpofe  very  well ;  upon  the 
top  of  the  bank  fow  whin  feeds 
pretty  thick,  and  throw  a  few  of 
them  alon?r  the  face  of  the  bank. 

w) 

Young  plants  will  quickly  appear. 
Let  them  grow  for  two  years,  and 
then  cut  them  down  by  means  of  a 
hedge-bill,  dripping  down  by  the 
face  of  the  bank.  This  mode  of 
cutting  is  very  ealy  ;  and  as  the 
feeds  loon  inlinuate  themfelves  a- 
mong  the  crannies  of  the  dones,  the 
whole  face  of  the  bank  becomes  a 
clofe  hedge,  whofe  ihoots  fpring  up 
with  great  luxuriance.  If  another 
ditch  be  made  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  bank,  and  if  this  be  managed 
in  the  fame  way,  and  if  the  hedge 
be  cut  down  only  once  every  le- 
cond  year,  (and  in  this  way  it  af¬ 
fords  very  good  food  for  beads) 
and  the  infide  and  the  outfide  be 
cut  down  alternately,  the  fence 
will  always  continue  good,  as  the 
hedge  at  the  top  will  at  all  times  be 
compieat.  This  mode  of  rearing 
whins  is  both  convenient  and  (Eco¬ 
nomical.  But  where  dones  cannoj 
be  obtained  for  making  the  facing, 
the  bank  very  loon  moulders  down 
and  becomes  unfit  for  a  fence. 

I  know  few  plants  that  deferve 
the  attention  of  the  farmer  more: 
than  the  whin.  Horfes  are  pecu- 
liaily  fond  of  it.  Some  perfons 
think  they  may  be  made  to  per¬ 
form  hard  work  upon  it,  without 


i 


S2  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1789, 


any  feeding  of  grain ;  but  I  think 
it  tends  more  to  fatten  a  hoi  fe  than 
to  fit  him  for  hard  labour,  and  that 
therefore  fome  grain  fliould  be  given 
with  it  where  the  work  is  fevere. 
Cattle  eat  it  perfectly  well  when 
thoroughly  briufed,  and  grow  fat 
upon  it  as  upon  turnips ;  but  unlefs 
it  be  very  well  bruifed  for  them  they 


will  not  eat  it  freely,  and  the  far¬ 
mer  will  be  difappointed  in  his  ex- 
pe&ations.  Cows  that  are  fed  upon 
it  yield  nearly  as  much  milk  as  while 
upon  grafs,  which  is  free  from  any 
bad  tafte;  and  the  beft  winter-made 
butter  I  ever  faw  was  obtained  from 
the  milk  of  a  cow  that  was  fed  upon 
whins.” 


ANTIQUITIES 


t  83  ] 


A  N  T  I  Q 


.  ,  t 

U  I  T  I  E  S. 


A  literal  1  ranflation  of  the  Will  of- 
King  Alfred,  f  rom  the  Saxon  Ori¬ 
ginal,  prejerved  in  a  Regifler  of 
the  Abhey  oj  Newminfter,  at  Win- 
chefter,  founded  by  that  King  a 
jhort  7  ime  befsre  his  Death. 

The  better  to  elucidate  fo  valuable  a 
Record,  voe  jhall  alfo  lay  the  Pre¬ 
face,  and  Introductory  Remarks 
to  the  Will  before  our  Readers. 


Preface. 

“np  HE  following  will  of  King 
JL  Alfred  the  Great,  is  pie- 
ferved  in  a  regifler  of  the  Abbey  of 
Newminfter,  at  Winchefter,  founded 
by  that  King  a  fhort  time  before  his 
death.  T  his  regifter  commences 
with  an  account  of  the  firft  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  abbey  in  the  cemetery  on 
the  north-weft  fide  of  the  cathedral 
of  Winchefter,  whichabout  the  year 
1 1 10  was  removed  to  Hv«le.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  regifter,  and 
particularly  that  in  which  the  will  is 
inferted,  appears  to  have  been 
written  between  the  years  1028  and 
1032,  fo  that  the  entry  in  the  regif¬ 
ter  could  not  have  been  later  than 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  years 
after  the  foundation  of  the  abbey, 
though  it  was  probably  earlier  ;  and 
it  may  reafqnably  be  fuppofed,  that 
care  would  be  taken  by  the  abbot 


and  convent,  to  exemplify  the  will 
of  their  great  and  munificent  foun¬ 
der,  in  the  molt  correct  manner. 

This  regifter  appears  to  have  been 
un-noted,  from  the  time  of  the  diflb- 
lution  or  Hyde  Abbey,  till  about  the 
year  1710;  when  it  was  in  the  poff 
feftion  of  Walter  Clavel,  Efq  ;  after¬ 
wards  it  was  the  property  ©f  theRev. 
Mr.  North  ;  on  whofedecealeitcame 
into  the  hands  of  his  executor  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Lort,  one  of  the  vice  pre~ 
fidents  of  the  fociety  of  antiquaries, 
who  in  the  year  1769  kindly  depo- 
fited  it  in  the  MS.  library  of  Mr. 
Aille. 

The  following  valuable  docu¬ 
ment  is  interefting  on  many  accounts, 

Firft,  we  learn  from  it  the  ideas 
entertained  by  the  king,  and  the 
great  men  of  the  realm,  concerning 
the  fucceffion  or  the  crown  ia  the 
times  of  the  Saxons. 

Secondly,  we  are  informed  of  fe~ 
veral  particulars  relative  to  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of 
the  different  orders  and  degrees  of 
men,  at  that  early  period. 

Thirdly,  we  are  furnifihed  with 
many  curious  fadts,  which  elucidate 
the  nature  of  the  tenures,  by  which 
eftates  were  held  in  the  time  of  ©ur 
Saxon  anceftois. 

Mr.  Aftle  having  converfed  with 
feveral  of  his  literal y  friends  on  the 
contents  of  this  valuable  record,  and 
particularly  with  fome  refpedfable 
G  2  members 
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members  of  the  univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  it  was  determined  by  the  de¬ 
legates  of  the  Oxford  prefs,  to  lay 
it  before  the  public,  confidering  it  a 
monument  which  will  reflect  honour 
on  the  memory  of  the  royal  founder 
of  the  univerfity. 

In  After’s  life  of  King  Alfred, 
Mr.  Wife  has  printed  what  he  called, 
1 ejf amentum  /Elfredi  Regis ;  hut  the 
reader  will  find  that  it  is  nothing 
more  than  a  very  incorredt  tranfta- 
tion  into  Latin  of  pan  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  will. 

The  public  is  indebted  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Owen  Manning,  well  known  as 
the  editor  of  Lye's  Di&imarium 
Saxonico  et  Gothico * Latinum%  for  the 
following  tranflation,  and  for  moll 
©f  the  notes. 


Introductory  Remarks . 

It  appears  by  the  preface  or  in¬ 
troduction  to  this  will,  thatK.  Ethel- 
wolf  left  certain  manors  and  other 
eftates  in  land  (befides  what  he  had 
given  them  in  his  life-time)  to  his 
three  fons,  Ethel  bald,  Ethelred,  and 
Alfred,  and  t©  the  furvivor  of  them. 

That  on  Exhelbald.’s  deceafe, 
Ethered  and  Alfred  made  over  their 
joint  intereft  herein  to  K.  Ethelbert 
their  then  deleft  brother,  in  trull,  to 
releafe  it  to  them  again  in  the  fame 
condition  in  which  he  received  it; 
with  a  covenant  to  do  the  fame  by 
fetch  eftates  a  Ifo  as  he  had  obtained 
by  their  joint  affiftance,  and  fuch  as 
he  fhould  have  acquit ed  himfelf. 

That,  on  Ethelbert’s  deceafe,  and 
Ethel red's  fucceeding  to  the  crown, 
Alfred  applied  to  him  in  Witena- 
gemot,  to  make  partition  of  t lie 
dilates,  and  to  affign  him  his  fhare  : 


but  that  Ethelred  refused  ;  a  Hedg¬ 
ing  in  his  excufe,  that  it  was  a  mixed 
property,  whichhe  had  entered  upon 
at  diffejent  times;  and  that  he  could 
not  eafily  diftinguifh  the  lands  one 
from  another :  that,  however,  he 
would  make  him  his  heir;  with 
which  declaration  Allred  was  fat i fi¬ 
lled.  k 

That,  ftiortly  after,  in  a  Witena- 
gemot  at  Swinburgh,  it  was  agreed 
between  Ethelred  and  Alfred,  that 
the  furvivor  ftiould  give  *0  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  other,  i.  All  (uch  lands 
as  they  two  themfelves  ftiouid  have 
Acquired  ;  and,  2.  All  fuch  as  Ethel- 
wolf  their  father  had  given  to  them 
two  in  Ethelbald’s  life-time :  . but 
not,  3.  Thole  which  he  had  be¬ 
queathed  by  w  il  1 1 0  the  three ;  which , 
together  with  the  perlonal  eftate  of 
him  of  the  two  that  fhould  die  fir  ft, 
was  to  go  to  the  furvivor. 

That,  finally  therefore,  this  third 
fort  of  lands,  <viz.  fuch  as  K.  Ethel- 
well:  the  father  had  devifed  by  will 
tp  the  three  brothers  and  the  fur¬ 
vivor  of  them,  and  which  had  now 
devolved  on  Alfred,  was  the  fubjedl 
of  the  following  bequeft ;  which,  in 
the  Witena-gemot  at  Langden  (K. 
Ethel  wolfs  will  being  firft  produced 
and  read)  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  Alfred  had  undoubted  authority 
to  make ;  and  which  the  nobility 
there  aftembled  pledged  themfelves 
to  fee  carried  into  execution. 


King  Alfred’s  Will.— ■'The  Literal 
1  ranflation. 

I  Alfred  king,  by  God’s  grace, 
and  with  the  counfel  of  *  Ethel¬ 
red  archbiihop,  and  all  the  Weft* 


Ethelrtd)  archbifhop  ot  Canterbury  ;  who  died,  A0  888. 


Saxo* 
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Saxon  nobles’  concurrence,  have 
confidered  of  my  louTs  health,  and 
ot  rny  inheritance  that  to  me  God 
and  mv  anceftors  did  give  ;  and  of 
that  inheritance  which K.T.t  helwoif 
my  father  to  us  c  three  brovheis  did 
bequeath,  Etheloald,  and  Lthered, 
and  me  ;  and  which  «if  us  loever 
longeft  liver  weie,  that  he  fhoujd 
take  to  all. 

But  it  came  to  pafs  that  Et!  e’bald 

dieu*;  and  we  two  Ethered  [and le j 

with  all  the  WelESaxon  nobles' 

.  •  »  # 

concurrence,  our  patt  did  give  m 
trull  to  Ethelbert  f  king  our  brother, 
on  the  condition  that  he  it  fliould  re¬ 
deliver  to  us  as  entire  as  it  then  was 
when  we  it  to  him  did  make  over. 
And  he  then  id  did,  both  by  that 
eftate,  and  that  which  he  by  our 
joint  concurrence  had  obtained,  and 
what  he  himfelf  had  acquired. 

When  it  to  happened  t  hat  Ethered* 
fucceedtd,  then  piayed  I  him  before 
our  nobles  all,  that  we  two  the  inhe- 
liiance  might  divide;  and  he  to  me 
would  give  my  fhare.  Then  fa  id  he 
to  me,  that  he  not  eafiiy  might  di¬ 
vide,  for  that  he  had,  at  many  dif¬ 


ferent  times  formerly  taken  poftef- 
flon.  And  he  laid  concerning  that 
which  he  of  our  joint  property  en¬ 
joyed,  and  [that  which  be* s  had  ac¬ 
quired,  after  his  days,  he  to  no  man 
rather  would  give  it  titan  to  me. 
Anti  1  therewith,  at  that  time  was 
well  fatished. 

But  it  came  to  pafs,  that  we  all  by 
the  heathen  v  folk  defpoiled  weie. 
Then  difeourfed  we  concerning  our 
children,  that  they  home  luppoit 
would  need  to  be  given  by  us  out 
of  ihele  ellates,  as  to  us  was  given. 
Then  were  we  in  council  at  Swin- 
buri5hjc;  when  declared  we  two,  in 
the  W dl-Saxon  nobles’  prefence, 
that  which  foever  of  us  two  longeft 
liver  were,  that  he  fliould  give  to 
the  other’s  children  thofe  lands  that 
we  two  our  lelves  had  acquired,  and 
thole  lands  that  to  us  two  Ethelwolf 
the  kin^  gave  while  Ethelbald  was 
living;  except  thofe  that  he  to  us 
three  brothers  .bequeathed.  And  of 
this,  of  us  two  each  to  the  other  his 
Tecurity  did  give,  that  whether  of  us 
two  longeft  fho.uld  live,  he  fliould 
take  both  to  the  land  and  to  the  trea- 
'  fores : 


Ethelwolf,  the  father  of  Alfred,  died,  13  Jan.  A0  857-8,  leaving  four  Tons, 
1.  Ethelbald,  2.  Ethelbert,  3.  Etberc'1,  4.  Alfred,  who  Were  fuccefllvcly  kings  of 
England;  add  one  daughter,  Ethelfwith,  who  A.°  851,  married  Burthred  king  of 
Mercia;  and,  alter  his  death,  A°  873,  became  a  nun  at  Padua,  where  the  died, 
A*  889- 

c  K.  Ethelwolf  made  no  mention,  in  his  will,  of  his  fecond  fon,  Ethelbert,  hav¬ 
ing,  in  his  lifc-iime. (on  the  death  of  Aihtlftun,  uncle  of  Ethelbiht)  A*  851,  given 
him  the  kingdom  of  the  South-Saxons,  Eaft-S-xons,  and  Kent, 
d  Ethelbald,  the  eldell  brother  of  Alfred,  died  20  Dec.  A°  860. 
e  The  words  pic,  feem  to  be  wanting  in  the  original. 

f  Wh»  fucceeded  to  the  kingdom  on  the  death  of  Ethelbald,  A°  860;  and  was  now 
the  rldelt  lurv.ving  brother  of  the  three. 

£  Ethered  fucceeded  to  the  throne  on  the  death  of  Ethelbert,  A®  86-6. 
h  The  woids,  pjep  J?e  he  though  not  CTpreffed  in  the  original,  mud  be  under» 
flood,  as  abfolutcly  necelTary  to  enable  the  reader  to  ditdingu  fh  between- the  two  fpe- 
cicr  oVctlate  here  mentioned,  v;z,  that  which  Ethered  was- fcised  of  by  joint  beirihij 
with  Alfred,  and  luch  as  he  had  acquired  himlcl  . 

i  The  whole  reign  of  this  prince  was  one  continued  war  with  the  Danes,  who  **■•« 
here  meant  by  the  p  ic. 

k  I  find  no  place  of  this  nar*«  at  prefect  in  England, 
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lures  ;  and  to  all  his  poflefTions  ex-  title  conceive  could,  nor  in  a  title- 
Ccpt  that  part,  which  of  us  either  deed  hear  of.  “  Now  (faid  they) 
to  his  children  fhould  bequeath.  “  it  all  delivered  is  there  into  thy 

But  is  came  to  pafs  that  Ethered1  “  hand  :  Wherefore  thou  it  mayeft 
the  king  deceafed,  when  commu-  “  bequeath  and  give,  either  to  a 
nicated  to  me  no  man  no  title-deed,  “  relation  or  a  {hanger,  as  to  thee 
nor  no  evidence,  that  it  any  other  “  mod  eligible  may  be.”  And  they 
was  than  as  it  before  witnefs  we  be-  all  to  me  thereupon  their  fecurity 
fore  had  agreed.  Then  heard  we  gave,  and  their  hand-letting,  that, 
now  of  many  inheritance-fuits.  Now  during  their  life,  it  no  man  never 
therefore  brought  I  Ethelwolf  the  Ihould  pervert  in  none  other  wife 
king’s  will  into  our  council  at  Lan-  but  fo  as  1  it  my  1  eU  fhould  direct 
gandene  ™  ;  and  it  they  read  before  on  the  next  day. 

all  the  Weft-Saxon  nobles.  When  - ■ - 

3t  read  was,  then. prayed  1  them  all  I  Alfred,  oi  the  Weft-Saaons 
for  my  love  (and  to  them  my  lecu-  ”  king,  by  God’s  grace,  and  before 
rity  gave,  that  I  of  them  never  to  this  company  of  witnefics,  declare 
none  would  bear  ill  will  for  that  they  howl  concerning  my  eftates  will 
right  fhould  fpeak)  that  of  them  after  my  day. 

none  would  negledt,  neither  for  my  Firft,  I  give  to  0  Edward,  my 
loven  or  for  my  fear,  that  they  the  eldeft  fon,  the  land  at  P  Strseneat  in 
common  right  fhould  declare  ;  left  q  Tricon-fhire,  and  r  Hecrtigtune, 
any  man  fhould  fay,  that  I  my  kinf-  and  the  book-land  all  that  Leot  heah 
folk,  whether  elder  or  younger,  holds,  and  the  land  at  5  Carumtune, 
wrongfully  had  excluded.  And  they  and  at 1  Clyfantune,,  and  at  u  Burn- 
then  all  for  tight  pronounced  and  hamme,  and  at  x  Wedrnor.  And 
declared,  that  they  no  more  rightful  I  am  a  ?  petitioner  to  the  z  families 

1  King  Ethelred  died  23  Apr,  A°  872  ;  when  Alfred  fuceeeded  to  the  crown. 

m  There  are  diverfe  places  in  England  of  the  name  of  Langdon  and  Longcion ;  but 
which  of  them  this  was,  it  is  impoffible  to  fay.  If  this  point  could  be  Icttled,  and 
the  time  at  which  the  council  washoiden,  we  could  afcertain  the  date  of  the  will,  as 
well  as  the  place  at  which  it  was  made. 

»  Alfred  being  king  at  the  time  he  made  his  will,  it  mu  ft  have  been  made  between 
A0  Sya,  when  he  came  to  the  crown,  and  A°  885,  in  which  bifhop  Efne,  one  of  the 
legatees  therein  mentioned  died. 

0  Edward,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Alfred,  was  born  a  little  before  his  father  afcended 
the  throne  ;  and  afterwards  fuceeeded  him  therein,  by  the  name  of  Edward  the  Elder. 

1*  Probably  Stratton  in  Cornwall.  See  the  next  note. 

n  I  take  Tricon-fhire  to  have  been,  without  ail  doubt,  Cornwall  ;  it  being  but  a 
fmall  Saxon  variation  from  Trig-fhire,  as  it  was  called  by  the  Britlfl)  inhabitant;'.  See 
Uorlafc’s  Cornifh  Vocabulary. 

r  Perhaps  Hardingtcn  in  eo.  Som.  as  moll  of  the  lands  here  bequeathed  are  in  that 
county  or  W  Its. 

*  Carhampton,  co.  Som.  *  Chilhampton,  co  Wilt.  u  Burnham,  co.  Som. 

*  We‘dmore,co.  Som.  *  For  pjtymelj.  “  Qjh  requirir,”  &c. 

*  Thefe  !  jysp  “  families,”  at  ChetUler,  were  the  Ceorls,  who  occupied  the  tene¬ 
mental  lands  there.  They  were  fo  far  analogous  to  thofe  who,  in  the  fucceeding  feu¬ 
dal  times,  were  called  privileged  villains,  as  that  they  could  not  be  compelled  to  hold 
their  lam’s  againft  their  own  content.  Hence  it  was  that  Allred  had  ttipulated  with 
them,  on  the  ground  of  a  requifition  on  his  part,  to  chufe  Edward  his  fon  to  be  their 
landlord  3  h  e.  to  continue  his  tenants  after  he  himfclf  fhould  be  dead  and  gone. 

■at 
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at  a  Ceodre,  that  they  him  would 
chuie  on  the  condition  that  vve  tor- 
metly  expreiTed  bad;  with  the 
land  of  b  Ciwtune,  and  that  which 
thereto  belongeth.  And  1  to  him 
give  the  land  at  c  Cantudlune,  and 
at  d  Bedewind,  and  at  e  Pefefigge, 
and  f  Hyffebui  n,  and  at  £  Sutlune, 
and  at  h  Leodride,  and  at  1  Awel- 
tune. 

And  all  the  bookland  that  F  in 
Cent  have,  and  at  the  Nether 
k  Hyfleburn,  and  at  1  Cyfeldene, 
let  it  be  uiven  to  Wintan-ceaftre, 
on  the  condition  on  which  it  my  fa¬ 
ther  forme;  ly  gave;  and  that  my  pri¬ 


vate  eftate  which  I  to  F.cgnlf  gave 
in  truft  at  the  Nether  HyfTcburn. 

And  to  my  m  younger  fon  the 
land  at  n  Eadei  ingtune,  and  that  at 
°  Dene,  and  at  p  Meone,  and  at 
‘t  Anibrelbery,  and  at  r  Deone  and 
at s  Sturemynfter,  and  at 1  Gifle,  and 
at  u  Crusern,  and  at  w  Whitchurch, 
and  at  x  Axanmouth,  and  at  y  Bran- 
ceicuiube,  and  at  L  Columtune,  and 
at  a  Twyfyrd,and  at  b  Mylenburn, 
and  c  Exaninynfter,  knd  at  Suthef- 
wyrth,  and  at  e  Liwtune,  and  the 
lands  that  thereto  belong  ;  which 
are  a!!  that  I  in  f  Weal diftrift  have, 
except  s  Triconfhire. 

And 


a  Chedder,  co.  Som.  b  Chewton,  co.  Som.  r'  Quantock,  co.  Som. 

11  Bedwin,  co.  Wilt.  e  Pewley,  co.  Wilt.  1  HulTcbourn,  co.  Hant, 

*  There  arc  to  many  places  in  England  of  the  name  of  Sutton,  that  it  is  hard  ta» 

lay  which  of  them  is  here  meant  *,  but,  doubtlefs,  one  of  thoie  of  this  name  in  So- 
merfetfhire  or  Wilts.  h  Probably  Lettered  in  Surrey. 

*  I  take  this  to  have  been  Aulton  in  Wilts,  which  was  given  by  tome  of  his  fuu- 
celTors  to  the  cathedral  of  Wincheder,  Cart,  29.  E.  i«  n.  54.  For  Aulton  in  Hant* 
l'eeinsto  have  been  given  to  that  church  by  Egbert  the  grandfather  of  Alfred.  Dug. 
Mon.  I.  979.  Yet  Camden  takes  it  for  granted  to  have  been  Aulton  in  Hants*  and, 
following  the  printed  Latin  tranllation  of  the  Will,  lays,  that  Alfred  gave  it  to  the 
keeper  of  Leodre.  Edit.  Gibf.  p.  146. 

k  Nether  Huficbourn  in  Hants*,  which  was  afterward^  given  by  Edward  to  the  ca¬ 
thedral  of  Winchefter. 

1  Chifeldon  or  Chiflleton  in  Wilts ;  which  was  given  to  the  Old  Foundation  at 
Winchelter  for  the  prefcnt  *,  but,  as  it  Teems,  for  the  benefit  of  his  intended  new 
minder  at  that  place,  whnh  appears  to  have  been  poficfled  of  it  in  4  Edw.  iii.  Rom.  4, 
E-  3.  m.  4.  apud  Tarin.  Notit.  p.  156. 

m  This  younger  Ion  of  Aided  was  F.thelward,  born  about  A°  8$o.  Lie  was  ede- 
Cat-d  at  Oxford,  became  a  very  learned  man,  and  died  16  Oft.  A'J  922. 
n  Adrington,  co.  Som. 

0  There  are  places  of  this  n3me  both  in  Hants  and  Wilts,  as  well  as  iii  many  other 
counties.  Put  I  take  it  to  have  been  in  one  of  thoie  two,  as  molt  o!  the  eilates  her* 
bequeathed  lav  among  the  Weft  Saxons, 

p  Eaft  and  Wtlf-Meon,  <0.  Hant.  41  Ambrefhury,  co.  Wilt, 

r  Down,  co.  Dorf.  or  Devon.  s  Sturm inftcr,  co.  Doll. 

*  Gidley,  co.  Devon.  u  Crew  kern,  co.  Som. 

w  Whitchurch,  co.  Hant.  x  y  2  Axrfiouth,  Branfcomb,  Columbton,  co.  Devon, 
»  Twiford,  co.  Hant.  b  Miiboutn,  co.  Dorf.  or  Som.  c  Axm  after,  »*<».  Devon. 
6  O  this  1  find  nothing,  e  Litten,  of  which  there  is  one.  in  Dorf.  undone  in  Sum. 

*  “  On  pealeynne  ”  The  author  of  th«  printed  tranfiat  on.  hath  rendered  dm 
“  fub  ccelo,”  is  if  Alfred  had  meant  to  lay,  under,  the  welkin.  But,  befide  that  thin 
word  is  always  written,  in  the  Saxon  language,  peoken,  puhen,  or  pelcn,  the  vrrf 
termination,  *ynne  naturally  refers  us  to  lome  ddtrift.  The  only  qudt  on  is,  Wha 
that  diftiict  wa*  > — Now  the  Britons,  who  retired  into  the  Well  of  England,  Wera 
called,  by  our  Saxon  ancdlors,  pealaj*,  and  their  tribes,  pcaja  tynne,  i.  e.  Bi  itannoruif 
gentes.  1'he  word  indeed,  is,  at  prefcnt,  retained  in  the  name  of  thole  only  whore 
tired  to  the  extremity  of  the  iflaad  ;  \vh*  2re  t«  this  4ay  called  Lorw-peaiaj*.  B* 
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And  to  ray  eldeft  h  daughter  the 
manor  at  1  Welewe. 

And  to  the  middlemoft  k,  [ that J 
at  1  Cleare,  and  at  m  Cendefer. 

And  to  the  youngeft  n,  the  manor 
at  °  Welig,  and  at  °  Alldune,  and 
at  P  Cippanhanmie. 

And  to  Aithelm, r ,  my  brother’s 
fon,  the  manor  at  *  Ealdingburn, 
and  at £  Cumtime,  and  at  u  Crundell, 
and  at  x  Beading,  and  at  ?  Beadiftg- 
liamme,  and  at  2  Burnham,  and  at 
*  Thunresfield,  and  at  h  ./Efceng. 

And  to  c  Athelwold.  my  brother’s 
ion,  the  manor  at  4  Godelming, 
and  at®  Gyldeford,  and  at f  Stening, 


And  to  s  Osferth,  my  eoufin,  rh? 
manor  at  h  Beccaniea,  and  at  ‘  R>- 
ther field,  and  at  k  Diccelrng,  and  at 
1  Suthtune,  and  at  m  Luljingminfter, 
and  at  n  Angmering,  and  at  ®  Fel~ 
ham,  and  the  lands  that  thereto  be¬ 
long. 

And  to  P  Ealhfwith,  the  manor  at 
*  Lamburn,  and  at r  Waneting,  and 
at  *  Ethandune, 

And  to  my  two  Tons,  one  thoufand 
of  pounds;  to  each  five  hundred 
ot  pounds. 

And  to  my  elde/h  daughter,  and 
to  the  nriddlemoil:,  and  to  the 
youngetl,  and  to  Ealfwith,  to  them 


this  does  not  hinder  but  that  it  might  formerly  extend  farther.  Nay,  the  prefix  Eojtn, 
applied  to  one  fet  of  the  pealap,  teems  to  imply  that  there  were  other  pealap  betide 
thefe,  and  bordering  upon  them.  Accordingly,  I  do  fuppofe  that,  by  a  latitude  pecu¬ 
liar  to  common  fpeech,  the  inhabitants  of  Devon,  or  even  of  Somerfetfnire,  might  be 
called  peahpalfo;  And  that,  therefore,  when  Alfred  had  bequeathed  his  eftates  in  thefe 
parts,  he  fimfhed  with  faying,  'p  ffn’S  ealleic  on  peal-cynre  htebbe  but.ui  tjuconpcjpe, 
i»  e,  as  we  fhould  expreis  it  now,  “  Which  are  all  that  1  have  in  the  Weil  of  England, 
44  except  in  C®rnwalL”-~And  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  is  obfervable,  that  none  of  the 
lands  hereafter  bequeathed  are  farther  Weft  than  Wikfhjre. 

K  This  hath  been  explained  already  in  note  9,  p,  86. 

h  His  eldeit  daughter  was  Ethelflcda,  who  married  Ethelred,  D.  of  Mercia  ;  after 
whole  death,  A°  91a,  (he  governed  that  province  till  her  Own  decrafe,  1  -  fun.  A*  010, 
1  Wellow,  c*.  Hant., 

k  His  middlemoft  daughter,  as  he  calls  her,  was  F.thelgeda,  *  nun,  and  afterwards 
abbefs  of  Shaftftutry,  where  {he  died  and  was  buried. 

1  King’s  Clere,  co.  Hants. 

**  Probably  one  of  thofe  places  in  Hampfhire  which  ftill  bear  this  addition  to  their 
name,  viz.  Prefton-Candever,  Chilton-Candever. 

n  The  youngeft  daughter  @f  Alfred  was  Elfrida,  who  married  Baldwin  II.  Eud  of 
Flanders;  and,  dying,  f  Jun.  A°  9Z9,  was  buried  in  the  monaftery  of  St  Peter  at  Ghentv 
0  Willey,  co.  Wilt.  p  Afhton,  co  Wilt.  q  Chippenham,  co.  Wilt. 

*  /Ethelm,  the  eldeft  4bn  of  K.  Ethelbert,  elder  brother  of  Alfred. 

*  Aldingbourn,  co.  Sufftx.  1  (Sompton,  co.  SuiTex.  u  Crun.k!,  co.  Hant. 

34  Beden,  co.  Suffex.  y  Bedingham,  co  Suffex.  *  Barnharn,  c m  Suftex. 

%  I  take  this  to  have  been  the  manor  of  Thunderfield,  in  the  par.fh  of  Ho r fey,,  near 
JUygate,  in  Surrey,  where  was  formerly  a  caftle  of  confiderabie  ftrength. 

Probably  Eaihing,  in  the  parifh  of  Godelmirig,  in  Surrey,  the  manor  of  which  alfo 
belonged  to  Alfred. 

c  Ethelwold,  the  youngeft  fort  of  K  Ethelbert,  eider  brothep  of  Alfred  *  who  died 
in  arms  againft  Edward  his  coufi»,  the  fon  and  focceftor  of  Alfred,  A°  905. 
d  G  Godelming  and  Gild  ford,  both  in  Surrey.  *  Steyning  in  SuffcX. 

*  Who  this  Osferth  his  eoufin  Was,  I  do  not  find. 

^  1  k  Becisiey,  ROtherficld,  and  Dichling,  all  in  Suffex. 
i  m  n  °  Sattoll,  Luliijtgt«n,  Angmering,  and  Felpham,  all  in  SulTex. 
f  Ethelfwilha  was  the  wife  of  Alfred,  and  daughter  of  Ethelred  the  Great,  Earl  of 
Mercia.  She  fti  v  ved  her  huibind  four  years;  and,  dying  A°  904,  was  buried  in  the 
sunne  y  at  Winchefter  of  her  own  foundation. 

q  r  Latnbourn  and  Wantage  in  Berks,  at  the  latter  of  which  K.  Alfred  was  horn. 

3  EdinDdon,  near  Weftbury,  in  Wilt*-,  where  Alfred  defeated  the  Danes,  A°  878. 

tour, 
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tour,  four  hundred  of  pounds ;  to 
each  one  hundred  of  pounds. 

And  of  my  1  aldermen  to  each 
one  hundred  of  u  mancules ;  and 
to  /Ethelm,  and  Athclwokl,  and 
Offerth  alfo. 

And  to  Ethercd  the  alderman,  a 
fword  of  an  hundred  mancules. 

And  to  the  men  that  me  follow,  to 
whom  I  now  at  Eafter-tide  money 
gave,  two  hundred  of  pounds.  Let 
them  give  to  them,  and  divide  them 
between,  to  each  as  to  him  to  be¬ 
long  they  flvall  judge  ;  after  the 
manner  that'  I  to  them  now  have 
diftributed. 

And  to  the  x  archbifhop,  too  of 
mancufes,  and  to  v  Elne  bifnop, 
and  to  2  Werferth  bifhop,  and  to 
the  [ bijhop j  a  at  Schireburn. 

Alfo,  let  them  aiftribute  for  me 
and  for  my  father,  and  for  the 
friends  that  he  interceded  tor,  and  I 
intercede  for,  two  hundred  of 
pounds;  fifty  to  the  mat's- pi  lefts 
over  ail  my  kingdom  ;  fifty  to  the 
poor  minifters  of  God  ;  fifty  to  tne 
diftrefted  poor;  fifty  to  the  church 
that  I  at  fhall  reft.  And  I  know  aot 
certainly  whether  of  the  money  Co 
much  is;  nor  1  know  not  but  that 
thereof  more  may  be ;  but  fo  I  tup- 
pole.  If  it  more  be,  be  it  to  them  all 


£9 

common  to  whom  I  money  bequeath¬ 
ed  have.  And  I  will  that  my  alder¬ 
men  and  my  minifters  there  all  to- 
gc- 1 her  be  and  this  thus  diftribute. 

When  1  had  formerly  in  other 
wile  difpofed  in  wiiting'ot  my  inhe¬ 
ritance,  then  1  had  more  eftate,  and 
more  relations  ;  and  had  to  many 
men  the  writings  intrufted ;  and  in 
the  fame  company  of  witnefLs  they 
were  written.  h> ut  1  have  now 
burned  thofe  old  deeds  that  1  by  in¬ 
quiry  recover  might'.  If  of  thele  any 
found  fhould  be,  let  it  ftand  for  no¬ 
thing  :  for  that  I  will  that  it  now 
thus  be  by  God’s  affiftance. 

And  1  will  the  men  that  the 
lands  fhall  have,  the  words  to  fulfil 
that  in  my  father’s  teftament  do 
ftand,  fo  as  they  looneft  may. 

And  I  will,  if  i  to  any  man  any 
money  unpaid  have,  that  my  rela¬ 
tions  that  at  lead  repay. 

And  I  will  the  men  to  whom  ! 
my  bookland  bequeathed  have,  that 
they  it  do  not  give  from  my  kindred 
after  their  day  ;  but  I  will  [b  after j 
their  day,  that  it  go  unto  the  nigheft 
hand  to  me  ;  unlefs  of  them  anyone 
children  have  ;  then  it  is  to  me  molt 
eligible  that  it  go  to  that  iftue  on 
the  male  fide,  the  while  that  an}’  of 
it  worthy  be.  My  grandfather  hath 


1  The  King’s  aldermen  were  his  jiiflices  itinerant  arid  other  great  officers  of  foisoWe. 
appointment. 

“  The  mancus  was  about  7s.  6 d.  of  our  prefent  currency. 

*  Ethelred  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  died  A*  888. 

y  Fine,  bifhop  of  Hereford;  who  died,  according  to  Godwin,  A0  885.  Indeed  v 
Steven-  and  Willis  place  him  a  century  higher.  But,  as  a  bifhop  Efne  is  h  rr  ex/refs- 
Iy  mentioned  as  a  legatee,  and  no  other  of  that  name  occ  urs  in  the  whole  catalogue  of 
bifhops,  it  feems  a  full  proof  that  Godwin  is  right  in  the  pent  of  chronology. 

z  Werferth  was  bifhop  ot  Worcefter,  a  man  of  lingular  learning,  and  employed  by- 
Alfred  in  tranflating  the  Dialogues  of  pope  Gregory  I.  into  the  Saxon  Language.  He 
died,  according  to  fome,  A°  91 1,  acottriling  to  others,  A°  915. 

1  The  bifliop  of  Shirbourn  war.  Alin,  the  great  friend  and  favourite  of  Alfred  ;  and 
who  alfo  wrote  the  annals  of  his  reign  down  to  the  year  893.  He  died,  according  to 
the  mod  probable  accounts,  A*  909,  or  910.  See  Era.  Wife  dc  v;ta  vL  leripti*  AfTeri’., 
li.  prefixed  to  h  s  et  'tion  of  A  let’s  Anri  Ik  of  Alfred. 

*•  The  w«id  opsp.  leems  t«  be  wanfny  ht»r$» 

*  bequeathed!  \ 
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bequeathed  his  land  to  the  £  fpear- 
tuJe,  and  not  to  the  a  ipindle-Hde. 
Wherefore,  if  1  have  given  to  any 
female  what  he  bad  acquired,  then 
let  redeem  it  my  relations,  d  they 
it  while  Hie  is  living  have  will :  it  it 
ciherwile  be,  let  it  go  aitei  their 
day,  fo  as  we  before  determined 
have.  For  this  reaton  I  ordain  that 
they  it  pay  tor,  becauie  they  will 
fucceed  to  my  [ejiats\  that  I  give 
may,  or  to  female  hand,  or  to  maly 
hand,  whether  1  will. 

And  I  befeech,  in  God’s  name, 
and  in  his  faints’,  that  of  my  rela¬ 
tions  none,  nor  of  my  heirs  none  do 
obiirudf,  none,  ot  the  0  freedom  ot 
thofe  that  1  have  redeemed.  And  for 
me  the  W eft-S;  xon  nohles  as  lawful 
have  proneunetd  that  1  them  may 
leave  either  free  or  bond  whe¬ 
ther  I  will.  But  I,  for  God’s  love 
and  for  my  foul’s  advantage,  will 
that  they  be  of  their  freedom  mai¬ 
lers,  and  of  their  will,  and  1,  in 


God  the  living’s  name  intreat  that 
them  no  man  do  not  didurb,  neither, 
by  wtoney-exadtion,  nor  by  no  man¬ 
ner  of  means,  that  they  may  not 
f  chufe  fuch  man  as  they  will. 

And  I  will  that  they  reftore  to  the 
5  farm!  ies  at  K  Domerham  theft 
land-deeds,  and  their  free  liberty 
fuch  perfon  to  chufe,  as  to  them 
moll  agreeable  may  be ;  for  me, 
and  for  1  Elfieda,  and  for  the  friends 
that  ihe  did  intercede  for,  and  I 
do  intercede  for. 

And  feck  k  theyalfo,  with  a  liv¬ 
ing  1  price,  for  my  foul’s  health,  as 
it  be  may,  and  as  it  alfo  fitting  is; 
and  as  ye  me  to  forgive  ilrail  be 
difpofed. 


Defcriptton  of  the  famous  Labyrinth 
of  Gortvna,  in  Crete  - — From  Let¬ 
ters  on  Greece  by  Mr.  Savary  ; 
tr (inflated from  the  French. 


€  d  Sj  efie  healpe  .....  Spin!  healpe.  The  fexes  are  here  denominated  from 
the  implements  peculiar  to  their  refpedbve  occupations ;  the  male  from  the  fpear,  the 
female  from  the  Spindle.  And  hence,  I  cannot  hut  think  it  probable,  that  the  word 
.y-cyer'e'b,  ilg-nilying  alio  mafculine  (though  derived,  by  the  authors  of  our  vocabula¬ 
ries,  from  pe])en.  which  they  fuppole  to  have  been  a  Saxon  word  correfponding  to 
the  veretrunrt  of  of  the  Latins)  has  its  origin  in  the  Word  jvsejren  as  it  fignifies  arms; 
and  is  therefore  only  applied  to  the  male  iex,  as  the  particular  weapon,  the  fpear  was, 
becaufe  it  was  the  onlv  lex  that  bore  aims. 

c  The  latter  part  of  this  compound,  lie.  is  put  for  leap ;  and  the  whole  word,  cypehp 
is  as  much  as  to  fay  “  arbitrii  licentiam,”  t.  c.  the  liberty  of  difpofing  of  themfeives. 

*  Alfred  having  manumited  diverfc  peopeji,  and  put  them  into  the  condition  of 
»«op,e|:,  defires  that  his  heirs  would  not  abridge  them  of  that  liberty,  but  leave  them 
to  chute  loch  man  for  their  landlord  as  they  would  ;  which  all  cgoplep,  by  the  Saxoa 
conftitutiou  might  do. 

*Thr  hip  p  of  Dome  ham  we re  the  fame  fort  of  people  with  thofe  of  Cheddc'r,  fpoken 
of  in  note  *,  p  86,  viz.  The  Le-p'ef  who  occurred  the  tenemental  lands  there,  which 
they  might,  relinquifh  when  they  pie  a  led.  And  asthey  were  entreated,  in  that  indance 
to  chufe  Edward  for  their  lord,  i.  e  to  continue  to  accupy  thofe  lands  under  them,  as 
they  had  done  under  Alfred  :  fo  here,  the  heirs  are  required  to  leave  thofe  of  Domer- 
ham  to  chufe  fuch  men  ior  their  landlord,  as  they  would  ;  i.  e.  to  continue' to  occupy 
thofe  hands,  or  i  elinquifh  them,  ss  they  fhould  think  proper. 

*•  Dompa  hamrce,  The  manor  of  Dummer,  ce.  Hant. 

5  His  eineft  daughter. 

k  ce'cman,  “  Let  them  feek,”  or,  make  ad  plication,  viz,  God. 

5  On  nicttm  ce?.pe..  “  With  a  living  price  viz.  by  pray  dr  and  inter  celsuon,  anil 
A.e  ufu::l  oftcea  ot  dewtioo. 
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«*  *  T  7 E  quitted  the  plain  of  Gor- 

yy  tyna  to  vifit  the  Labyrinth. 
The  road  leading  to  this  memorable 
place  is  rough  and  deep  ;  but,  after 
an  afcent  of  near  an  hour,  we,  at 
length,  reached  the  entrance.  We 
had  brought  with  us  the  thread  of 
Ariadne,  that  is  to  fay  four  hundred 
fathoms  of  twine,  which  we  fattened 
to  the  gate,  where  we  ttationed  two 
janittaries,  with  orders  to  fuffer  no¬ 
body  to  enter.  The  opening  of  the 
Labyrinth  is  natural,  and  not  wide. 
When  vou  have  advanced  a  little, 
you  find  a  confiderable  fpace  ftrewed 
with  large  ftones,  and  covered  with 
a  flat  roof  cut  out  of  the  folid  moun¬ 
tain.  Todifcern  our  way  amid  this 
gloomy  abode,  we  each  carried  a 
flambeau.  Two  Greeks  bore  the 
dew,  which  they  unfolded  or  wound 
up  as  occafion  required.  At  firft 
we  loft  ourfelves  in  different  alleys 
without  an  opening,  and  were  o- 
bliged  to  meafureback  our  fteps,  but 
at  length  difcovered  the  true  paf- 
fage,  which  is  on  the  right  as  we 
enter;  we  arrive  at  it  by  a  narrow 
path,  and  are  obliged  to  creep  on 
our  bands  and  feet  for  the  fpace  of 
an  hundred  yards,  the  roof  being  ex¬ 
tremely  low.  At  the  end  of  this 
narrow  paffage  the  ceiling  riles  fud- 
denly,  and  we  were  able  to  walk  up¬ 
right  in  the  midft  of  the  impene¬ 
trable  darknefs  that  furrounded  us, 
and  the  numerous  ways  which  ttruck 
off  on  each  fide,  and  cioffed  each 
other  in  different  directions.  7  he 
two  Greeks  we  had  hired  trembled 
with  apprehenfion  ;  the  fweat  pour¬ 
ed  down  their  faces,  and  they  re- 
fufed  to  advance,  unlefs  we  took 
the  lead. 

The  alleys  through  which  we  pair¬ 
ed  were  in  general  from  feven  to 
eight  teet  high  ;  in  width  they  va¬ 


ried  from  fix  to  ten,  and  fometimes 
more.  They  are  all  chileled  out  of 
the  rock,  and  the  ftones,  ot  a  dirty 
grey, are  tanged  in  horizontal  layers. 
In  fome  places,  huge  blocks  of  ttone, 
half  detached  from  the  roof,  feeoa 
ready  to  fall  on  your  head,  -and  yon 
muft  ftoop  in  patting  them,  not 
without  fome  danger  of  theit  falling. 
This  havock  has,  no  doubt,  been 
ocCafioned  by  earthquakes,  which 
are  io  frequent  in  Crete. 

Thus  did  we  continue  wandering 
in  this  maze,  of  which  we  endea¬ 
voured  to  ditcover  all  the  windings, 
and  as  foon  as  we  had  got  to  the  end 
of  one  alley,  entered  into  another. 
Sometimes  we  were  flopped  iliort  by 
a  paffage  without  an  opening,  and 
at  others,  after  long  circuits,  were 
aftonifhed  to  find  ourfelves  at  the 
crofs-way  from  which  we  had  fet 
out.  Frequently,  after  encircling 
with  our  cord  a  great  extent  of 
rock,  w'e  were  obliged  to  wind  it  up, 
and  return  the  way  we  came.  It  is 
impoffible  to  defcribe  to  what  a  de¬ 
gree  thele  paffages  are  multiplied  and 
crooked  ;  feme  of  them  form  curves 
which  lead  you  infenfibly  to  a  vaft 
empty  fpacepfup ported  by  enormous 
pillars,  whence  three  o;  tour  paffages 
id  r  ike  off  that  conduct  to  oppoffle 
points;  others,  alter  long  windings, 
divide  into  feveral  branches  :  thele 
again  extend  a  grtar  length,  and, 
terminated  by  the  rock,  oblige  the 
traveller  to  trace  back  his  way. 
We  walked  with  precaution  in  the 
doublings  of  this  vaft  labyrinth, 
amid  the.  eternal  darknefs  ; hat  reigns 
throughout  it, and  which  our  torches 
could  hardly  difpel.  Thus  fifuated, 
the  imagination  railes  up  phan¬ 
toms  ;  it  figures  to  it  fell  precipices 
under  the  feet  of  the  curious,  mou¬ 
lders  placed  as  ceniinels,  and,  in  a 

word* 
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word,  af  th'ou (and  chimeras  which 


can  have  no  exigence. 

The  precaution  we  had  taken  of 
proceeding  with  the  thread  of  An~ 
adne,  and  of  fattening  it  at  different 
diftances  left  it  Humid  break, allowed 
us  to  advance  farther  than  Belon, 
Tournefort,  and  Pocock,  were  able 
to  do  for  want  of  fuch  afBftance. 
Weobfcrved,  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
middle  avenue,  the  cyphers  1700 
written  with  a  black  pencil,  by  the 
hand  of  the  celebiated  French  bo~ 
taniit.  Arr  extraordinary  circum- 
•  fiance  which  he  remarks,  and  which 
we  admired  no  leis  than  he  had  done, 
rs  the  property  poffeffed  by  the  rock 
of  preferring  the  names  engraven 
on  it  in  relief.  We  faw  lev  era)  of 
them,  wherein  this  fort  of  fculpture 
had  an  fen  to  the  thieknefs  of  two 
lines  (the  ffxth  part  of  an  inch,) 
The  f  ub!  fa  nee  of  this  relief  is  whi¬ 
ter  than  the  (tone  *. 

After  (fraying  for  a  long  time  in 
the  frightful  caverns  of  the  Mino¬ 
taur  h,  we  arrived  at  the  extremity 
of  the  alley  which  Tournefort  fol¬ 
lowed.  There  we  found  a  wide 
(pace,  with  cyphers  cut  in  the  rock, 
none  of  which  were  of  an  earlier 
date  than  the  fourteenth  century. 
There  is  another  h  mi  liar  to  this  on 
the  right  ;  each  of  them  may  be 
about  twenty- four  or  thirty  feet 
ftjuare.  To  arrive  at  this  place  we 
had  rup  out  alrnoft  all  our  line,  that 
is  to  fay, about  twenty-four  hundred 
feet,  without  mentioning  our  various 


excurfions.  We  remained  three 
hours  in  the  labyrinth,  continually 
walking,  without  being  able  to  fiat - 
ter  ourfelves  with  having  feen  every 
thing.  I  believe  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  for  any  man  to  get  out  ©f 
it,  if  left  there  without  either  dew 
or  iambeau  ;  he  would  fofe  himfeff 
in  a  thoufand  windings:  the  horrors 
of  the  place,  and  the  intenfe  dark- 
nefs,  would  611  him  with  confter- 
natian,  and  he  muft  miferably 
peri  ili. 

On  our  return,  we  examined  a 
winding  we  had  not  before  noticed  $ 
tt  conducted  us  to  a  beautiful  grotto 
rifing  into  a  dome,  wrought  by  the 
hanftof  nature.  It  has  no  ftaladlites, 
nor  indeed  is  a  fingie  one  to  be  found 
in  the  whole  extent  of  the  cavern, 
as  the waterdoes  not  filtrate  through 
the  roof.  Every  thing  is  dry;  and, 
as  the  air  is  never  renewed,  the 
fmel  I  is  extremely  difagreeable. 
Thou  lands  of  bats,  the  dung  of 
which  lies  in  heaps,  inhabit  this 
gloomy  abode.  They  are  the  only 
monfters_we  difeovered.  We  came 
cut  with  a  great  deal  of  plea  lure, 
and  breathed  the  external  air  with 
a  kind  of  rapture.  Night  now  be¬ 
gan  to  come  on,  and  the  road  was 
not  very  eafy  to  be  found  ;  we  bat  ¬ 
tened,  therefore,  to  defeend  the 
mountain,  and  entered  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  farm,  where  we  were  very  hof- 
pitably  entertained  by  a  Turk. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c/* 


Several  of  »s  engraved  our  names  deeply  at  the  end  »f  1779.  At  the  time  of 
preparing  thefe  letter*  for  publication,  1  am  informed  that  the  hollow  is  already 
hlled_ with  this  white  fuhflance,  which  projects  about  a  line  (the  twelfth  of  an  inch) 
above  the  names.  , 

*  ^-ot‘  ^ader  will  fee-  in  the  following  letter  why  M.  Savary  gives  it  this  name. 
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In  the  following  Letter ,  M.  Savory, 
proceeds  to  fhevo  that  the  above  * 
mentioned  Labyrinth  was  the  tfeji- 
dencc  *f  the  fabulous  Minotaur, 
and  dijUngui/hes  it  from  the  Laby¬ 
rinth  of  CnoiTus,  in  Crete,  built  by 
Dsetiaius. 

To  M.  L.  M. 

*QEven\  authors,  madam,  among 
whom  are  Be!onc  and  Po- 
COckd,  pretend  that  the  labyrinth, 
which  1  have  been  defending,  is  no 
more  than  a  quarry,  from  which 
flones  were  brought  to  build  the  city 
of  Gortyna.  M.  Tournefort*  has 
fatisfaftorily  Confuted  this  opinion  ; 
he  has  proved  that  the  Hone  of  this 
cavern  is  too  fofi  to  be  fit  for  build* 
ing,  and  that  it  would  have  ceft 
enormous  fums  to  convey  it  acrols 
the  Hecp  mountains  that  lie  between 
the  labyrinth  and  the  city,  ft  muH 
have  been  much  more  natural  for 
the  inhabitants  to  procure  their  Hone 
from  the  mountains  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gortyna.  Had  the  labyrinth 
been  but  an  ordinary  quarry,  why 
leave  at  the  entrance  a  channel  a 
hundred  yards  long,  fo  low  as  not  to 
be  accefiible  but  by  creeping,  and 
from  whence  Hones  could  not  be 
brought  until  broken  in  pieces  ? 
This  would  have  been  to  double 
both  labour  and  expence  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  It  is  much  more  probable, 
adds  M.  Tournefort,  that  nature 
has  produced  the  labyrinth, and  that 


the  paflage  at  the  entrance  has  not 
been  alteied,  to  ftie'w  pofterity  what 
was  the  Hate  of  tbefe  fubterranean 
channels  before  they  were  enlarged 
by  the  hand  of  man.  Iris  evident, 
that  nothing  more  has  been  attempt¬ 
ed  than  merely  to  render  them  paf- 
fabie,  fince  only  thole  Hones  have 
.been -deared  away  which  have  ob- 
Hi u^ted  the  paffage;  all  the  others 
have  been  left,  and  are  ranged  ia 
order  along  the  walls. 

But  for  what  piirpofe  was  this  la¬ 
byrinth  intended  i  Is  it  of  great 
antiquity  ?  And  was  it  there  the 
Minotaur  was  confined?  Thefe  are 
quetlions  which,  I  believe,  have  ne¬ 
ver  been  anfweied.  Let  us  endea¬ 
vour,  if  pothole,  to  refolve  them. 
The  difeovery  of  truth,  ob feu  red  by 
the  lapfe  of  time,  gives  plea  Hi  re  to 
the  reader,  and  amply  recompenfes 
the  labour  of  inveftigation. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  is  certain  that 
the  imm enfe  cavern,  the  windings  of 
which  I  have  defended,  is  not  the 
labyrinth  formed  by  Daedalus,  on 
the  plan  of  that  of  Egypt f.  All 
xthe  ancient  writers  attelt,  that  the 
fan  o.is  woik  of  that  celebrated  ar¬ 
chitect  was  htuated  at  CnoiTus.  “  Tt 
“  was  agreed,5  fays  Paufanias,  “  to 
“  fend  to  the  Minotaur  of  Crete 

feven  virgins  and  feven  boys,  to 
“  be  thrown  into  the  labyrinth  built 
“  in  the  city  of  CnoiTus  “  As 
<£  foon  as  Apollonius  arrived  at 
“  CnoiTus,  he  vilited  the  laby- 
“  rinth  V’  &c. 

*  John  Tzetzes  very  fads  Afro:  i:y 


c  Obfervaiions  de  plu fieurs  Singularites  et  Chofcs  memoratdes  trouvees  en  Grece, 
&c.  d.  Dcfcription  of  the  EalL  e  Voyage  d u  Levant, 

f  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  i.  It  is  laid  that  Daedalus,  travelling  into  Egypt,  was 
jtru'.k  with  admiration  at  tlac  fight  of  the  labyrinth  conllrufted  with  wondrous  ait, 
apd  that  he  formed  a  fimilar  one  for  Minos  king  of  Crete. 

s  Paufanias  in  Atticis,  Phikdtratus,  in  Viti  A  ppohoii1 

*  Johannes  Tzeues.  ' 

delci  ibes 
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efefcrtbes  this  famous  edifice,  and  in¬ 
forms  us  of  the  uie  tor  which  it  was 
intended.  “  Daedalus,  the  Athe- 

man,  made  i oi  king  Minos  a  pri- 
**  fon,  from  which  it  was  im pothole 
41  to  elcape.  Its  numerous  wind- 
44  ins;s  were  in  the  term  ofa  Tnail, 
**  and  it  was  called  the  Labyrinth  A 
Fhilocorus k  aflerts,  after  the  unani  ■ 
smous  testimony  oi  the  Cretans,  that 

she  labyrinth  was  a  prifon  con- 
44  Drived  more  effectually  to  prevent 
**  the  efcape  ot  malelactors.” 

It  was  a  prifon  wherein  Thefeus 
and  his  companions  were  to  end 
their  days,  or  live  deprived  of  ho¬ 
nour.  Cut  love  and  courage  extri¬ 
cated  them  from  their  danger.  This 
labyrinth  iubhfts  no  longer.  It  was 
indeed  already  deft royed  in  the  days 
of  Pliny.  Let  us  therefore  proceed 
to  coniider  that  which  is  ttill  ex¬ 
iting. 

Permit  me,  madam,  to  go  fome- 
what  further  back,  in  order  to  throw 
a  little  light  on  a  lew  obfeure  lad's, 
mingled  with  fo  many  tables.  By 
collecting  the  various  opinions  of 
ancient  authors,  perhaps,  we  may  be 
able  to  remove  the  veil  which  con¬ 
ceals  truth.  You  know  that  Andro- 
geos,  fon  of  Minos,  went  to  Athens, 
and  that  /Egeus,  at  his  return  from 
Trcezene  \  celebrated  what  were 
called  the  Panathenaic  games,  to 
which  all  Greece  repaired.  The 
Cretan  hero  entered  the  lifts,  van- 
quifhed  all  the  combatants,  and  was 
publicly  crowned111.  This  prii.ee  en¬ 


tered  into  a  friendly  alliance  with 
the  Pallantides,  who  made  preten- 
fipns  to  the  throne,  AEgeus,  dread¬ 
ing  the  confluences  ot  this  friend- 
ibipjbad  him  affaftinated  near  CEnan 
in  Attica,  when  on  his  way  to  a 
facred  lol  enmity. 

*  Minos  foon  appeared  at  the  head 
of  a  naval  armament,  to  demand 
vengeance  for  the  death  ot  his  fon ; 
and,  after  a  long  and  bloody  ftege, 
during  which  Athens  was  ravaged 
by  the  plague,  AZgeus,  incapable  ot 
defending  himielf  any  longer,  de¬ 
manded  oi  the  king  of  Crete  what 
fatisfadion  he  required.  That  prince 
infilled  on  his  fending  him,  eveiy 
ieventh  year °,  feven  boys  and  feven 
girls,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Mino¬ 
taur,  Thefe  unhappy  victims  were 
abandoned  to  him,  and  he  carried 
them  off  in  his  fleet.  At  the  itated 
time  he  again  appeared  with  a 
number  of  fhips,  and  was  latisfied 
in  like  manner. 

Thefe  children  were  chofen  by 
lot, and  the  parentsof  thofe  on  whom 
the  fata!  chance  fell,  murmured 
loudly  againft  ./Egeus.  They  were 
filled  with  indignation,  on  reflecting 
that  the  author  of  the  mifehief 
ftiould  alone  elcape  the  puniiLmentF; 
and  that  he  fihould  raite  to  the 
throne  a  natural  ton*,  while  he  de¬ 
prived  them  of  their  legitimate  chil¬ 
dren.  They  were  even  ripe  lor  a  re¬ 
volt.  But  when  the  time  for  fending- 
the  third  tribute  arrived,  Theieus^ 
•whom  feveral  gallant  aftions  had 

already 


k  Plutarch,  in  Thefeo.  1  Apoliodorus,  lib.  iii. 

E“  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  iv.  11  Apoliodorus,  lib.  iii. 

°  Diodorus,  lib.  iv.  fays,  that  they  were  fent  every  feven  years.  Apoliodorus  fays, 
every  year.  Plutarch  (in  Vita  Thefei)  afferts,  that  this  tribute  took  place  only  once 
in  nine  years,  Thefe  opinions,  though  they  vary  refpe&ing  the  number  of  years,  all 
confirm  the  fa£t.  p  Plutarch,  in  Vit&  Thefei. 

*i  Hygin,  Fab.  xxxviij  Neptune  and  Aigeus,  fons  of  Pandion,  had  amorous 
cemrarrce,  in  the  fame  n;ght,  with  AEthra,  daughter  of  Pytheue,  in  the  temple  of 

Mia*m. 
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already  raifed  to  the  fame  of  a  hero, 
and  who,  in  the  bloom  of  youth, 
united  every  endowment  of  mind 
and  body r,  was  determined  to  put  an 
end  to  thefe  murmurs.  He  volunta¬ 
rily  offered  him  felt  to  be  one  of  the 
victims,  refolving  to  periiTi,  or  free 
his  country  from  an  odious  tribute  ; 
and  departed,  after  facrificing  to 
A  polio  at  Delphi,  who  directed  him 
to  take  Venus  for  his  guide8. 

Let  us  now  endeavour  to  difeover 
the  true  meaning  of  the  fable  of  the 
Minotaur.  Taurus  was  the  name 
of  one  of  the  principal  men  of  Crete, 
who  was  a  native  of  Cnodus  L  His 
valour,  and  other  great  qualities,  no 
doubt,  recommended  him  to  Minos, 
who  made  choice  of  him  to  com¬ 
mand  an  expedition  ago infl  Phoeni¬ 
cia.  44  Taurus,”  adds  Palsphatys, 
“  a  citizen  of  Cnoffus,  made  war  on 
“  the  Tyrians.  Having  overcome 
««  them,  he  carried  oft  feveral  young 
women  from  their  city,  among 
“  whom  was  Europa,  daughter  of 
“  king  Agenor.  This  it  was  that 
*<■  gave  rife  to  the  fable  of  a  bull 
“  having  feized  Europa,  ami  carried 
“  her  away.  The  poets,  fond  of  the 
“  marvellous,  added,  that  floe  was 
4‘  raviihed  by  Jupiter  in  the  form 
<l  ot*  a  bull.” 

The  conqueror  lived  at  the  court 
•f  Minos  :  he  had  returned  laden 
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with  the  fpoils  of  Tyre,  and  as  he 
polfeffed  the  advantage  of  a  fine 
perfon,  the  renown  he  had  acquired 
by  his  military  exploits,  rendered 
him  flill  more  handlome  in  the  eyes 
of  Pafiphae,  the  daughter  of  the 
Sun,  and  wife  ot  the  king  of  Crete. 
She  became  enamoured  ol  him,  and 
finding  means  to  gratify  her  pat- 
fionu,  had  a  ion  by  him.  Minos 
having  difeovered  “  that  this  child 
“  could  not  be  his,  but  that  he  was 
“  the  fruit  of  the  amours  of  Taurus 
“  and  Pafiphae,  would  not,  how- 
“  ever,  put  him  to  death,  but  cen- 
“  fined  him  to  the  mountains,  to 
“  ferve  the  fhepherds.  In  thefe  fo- 
“  litary  abodes  he  grew  wild  and 
“  fierce,  and  lived  by  robbery,  and 
4<  dealing  flieep  from  the  flocks. 
u  Having  learnt  that  Minos  had 
**  fent  foldiers  to  take  him,  he  dug 
“  a  deep  cavern,  which  he  made  his 
“  place  of  refuge.  At  length  the 
“  king  of  Crete  fent  to  the  fon  of 
“  Taurus  fuch  criminals  as  he  wifh- 
u  ed  to  punilli  with  death.”  His 
ferocity,  and  this  employment,  no 
doubt,  procured  him  the  name  of 
Minotaur,  and  induced  poets  and 
painters  to  reprefent  him  as  a  men¬ 
der,  half  a  man,  and  Haifa  bull.  An 
ingenious  emblem,  which  had  refe¬ 
rence  at  once  to  his  birth,  his  cha¬ 
racter,  and  his  odious  fervices. 


Minerva.  Thefeus  Iprang  from  this  union.  liberates  fays,  he  was  called  the  fan 
of  j£geus,  but  that  Neptune  was  really  his  father. 

1  SVrvius  ad  j^Eneid,  lib.  vi.  Thefeus  was  as  beauteous  as  brave.  (Ifocrates)  l 
may  fay  to  the  praife  of  Thefeus,  that,  being  born  in  the  time  of  Hercules,  he  fo 
comported  hirafelf  as  to  merit  a  like  glory.  Not  only  did  they  bear  the  fame  arms, 
but  they  applied  to  the  lame  exercifes  of  body  and  mind,  as  became  two  heroes  of 
the  fame  blood. 

f  Plutarch.  Thefeus  having  confulted  the  Delphic  Apollo,  before  his  departure, 
the  oracle  told  him  to  take  Venus  for  his  guide. 

1  Ifaac  Tzetzes  ad  Lycophron.  Taurus  was  a  native  of  Cnoflus,  a  city  of  Crete, 
and  general  of  th»  army  that  carried  eff  Europa.  9  Paljephat.  de  Fab, 

Thcfeu? 
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The  feus  having  landed  in  Crete, 
endeavoured  to  calm  the  anger  of 
Minos,  who  had  fallen  in  love  with 
35  Pseribea,  one  of  the  (even  Athenian 
virgins.  He  convinced  him,  that  he 
was  the  fon  of  Neptune,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  his 
fate.  The  piince,  almotl  d> farmed, 
treated  him  at  fir  It  very  favourably, 
and  permitted  hint  to  mix  with  the 
combatants  in  the  public  games. 
The  Athenian  hero  excited  univer- 
fal  admiration  *  by  his  -a  ad  re  fs  and 
courage,  apd  enchanted  every  heart 
with  the  gracefulnefs  of  his  pqr- 
fo  n  *. 

In  Crete,  women  were  permitted 
to  be  prefent  at  the  public  fhewsa  ; 
and  Ariadne  faw  Ttiefeus  engage 
with,  and  overcome,  the  mod  re¬ 
nowned  warriors  of  her  country  ; 
but  while  fhe  admired  the  bravery 
and  graces  of  the  youthful  hero, 
love  fiole  into  her  heart,  and  in¬ 
filled  one  of  his  deepeft  wounds. 
It  is  probable  file  confefled  her  paf- 
fion  to  the  conqueror ;  and  that,  to 
fulfil  the  precept  of  the  oracle  b,  he 
profited  by  her  declaration.  It  is 
natural  to  fuppofe  alfo,  that  Minos, 
informed  of  this  intrigue,  confidered 
it  as  a  new  offence,  and  refolved  to 
flint  him  up  in  the  labyrinth  of 
Cnoffus,  that  he  might  be  for  ever 
buried  in  the  horrid  obfcuriiy  of 
that  tremendous  prifon.  This  con¬ 
jecture  is  rendered  more  than  pro¬ 


bable  by  the  following  pafihge c. 
“  Thefeus  arriving  at  the  gate  of 
“  the  labyrinth,  encountered  Deu- 
“  Gallon  and  the  guards,  and  put 
u  them  to  death.”  Sodefperate  an 
action  determined  Minos  no  longer 
to  keep  any  mea lures  with  his  cne- 
•  my,  and  he  lent  him  to  Taurus,  with 
orders  to  put  him  to  death  d. 

You  recoiled,  madam,  that  Tau¬ 
rus  was  the  executioner  of  Minos; 
that  he  dwelt  in  a  profound  cavern, 
in  which  he  deftroyed  the  pfi loners 
condemned  to  death.  The  ancients 
affert,  that  the  name  of-  labyrinth 
was  given  alfo  to  this  gloomy  abode, 
in  which  art  abiding  nature,  had 
formed  new  palfages,  and  contriv¬ 
ed  a  multitude  of  windings',  from 
which  it  was  aim  off  iinpolfible  to 
eicape. 

The  labyrinth  of  Crete6  was 
“  a  cavern  dug  out  of  a  mountain.” 
Cedrenus  adds  thefe  remarkable 
wor^s  f  :  s‘  The  Minotaur  fled  to  a 
“  place  called  the  Labyrinth,  and 
“  concealed  himfoif  there,  in  the 
“  depth  of  a  cavern. »  The 
“  Labyrinth  of  Crete,  that  fubter- 
“  raneous  cavern,  with  a  thcufand 
windings,  contained  an  inhabi- 
“  tant.” 

Thefe  teffioaonies, madam, remove 
all  doubt.  They  accurately  defciib# 
the  labyrinth  i  vifited  ;  its  fuuation 
in  a  mountain,  its  winding  paffages, 
fufficiently  prove  it  contained  an  in- 


x  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Thefei.  y  Ibid. 

*  Servius,  Euftathius,  and  Hyginus,  agree  in  informing  us,  that  Theieus  united 
the  utmott  gracefulnefs  of  perfon  with  a  lofty  ftature,  ftrength,  and  courage. 

»  Plutarch  (in  Vii a  Thefe!)  fays,  Theieus  was  admitted  the  public  games  of 
Crete;  that  he  vanquilhed  the  warriors  who  entered  the  lifts  againft  him  ;  and  thJJ 
Ariadne  faw,  and  fell  in  love  with  him, 

k  Apollo,  as  we  have  feen,  had  commanded  him  to  facrifice  to  Jove, 

*  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Thefei.  d  Palsephat.  de  Incredibilibus. 

*  Auditor.  Etymologic.  f  Cedrenus,  s  Euftathius,  in  OdyfT, 


habitant, 
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habitant.  This  could  be  no  other 
than  the  Ion  of  Taurus,  who,  in 
order  to  efcape  the  emiflaries  of 
Minos,  dug  a  cavern  in  the  moun¬ 
tain.  This  horrid  place  was  his 
abode,  and,  in  part,  his  woik  ;  and 
here  the  monlier  perfoimed  the 
bloody  executions  commanded  by 
the  king.  The  following  finals  will 
clearly  demon'll  rate  thele  abortions. 
B»ut  let  us  return  to  Thefeus* 

*  Codemned  to  iuffer  an  igno¬ 
minious  death  by  the  hand  of  the 
executionei  of  Minos,  the  Athenian 
hero  departed  from  Gortyna  ;  and, 
ignorant  of  the  deftiny  that  awaited 
him,  mull  have  fallen,  but  for  love, 
who  watched  over  his  life.  Ariadne, 
alarmed,  informed  him  of  the  fnare 
laid  for  him  She  deferibed  to  him 
the  windings  and  dangers  of  the  la¬ 
byrinth1;  gave  him  the  thread  by 
which  he  might  diredt  his  fteps  ; 
taught  him  the  method  of  making 
uie  of  it,  and  fent  him  the  fword 
that  was  to  fired  the  hatelul  blood 
of  the  Minotaur. 

It  fhould  feem  as  if  Thefeus  had 
procured  lecret  friends  in  theifland* 
and  that,  by  his  addrels,  his  courage, 
or  the  good  duces  of  his  mitlreis, 
he  had  gained  the  guards,  who  at¬ 
tended  on  Taurus,  and  abided  him 
in  his  executions  :  for,  as  loon  as  he 
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arrived  at  Gortyna,  a U  of  them, 
“  for  fa  king  the  Minotaur  k,  pre- 
“  tended  to  rake  to  flight.  The 
“  monder,  fufpedtirag  he  was  be- 
“  tiayed,  fled  into  the  place  called 
“  the  Labyrinth.”  Tbefe  words 
clearly  prove,  that  he  efcaped  into 
the  gloomy  cavern  I  have  before 
mentioned  ;  which  was  a  place  ®f 
refuge,  perhaps  his  fortrefs;  for 
there  he  put  his  victims  to  death. 
Claudian,  to  didinguiilr  this  cavern 
from  the  famous  edifice  built  by 
Daedalus  at  CnofTus  calls  it,  u  the 
“  Labyrinth  ol  Gortyna,  the  ufual 
“  abode  of  the  Minotaur.” 

The  retieat  of  the  executioner  of 
Minos  might  have  been  a  feint.  He 
might  wifh  to  draw  his  enem)7  into 
a  cavern,  with  all  the  avenues  of 
which  he  was  well  acquainted,  and 
where  it  would  have  been  eafy  for 
him  to  kill  him,  by  attacking  him 
at  an  advantage.  But  Thefeus  had 
the  thread  of  Ariadne*  her  lwTord, 
and  his  own  undaunted  courage.  He 
purtued  the  Minotaur  through  the 
winding  alleys  of  his  den,  came  up 
with  him,  and  put  him  to  death. 

As  loon  as  he  had  executed  hi* 
defign,  he  fled  precipitately  on  beard 
a  vefTel  **,  taking  with  him  his  n  if- 
trels,  and  the  young  vidtims  he  had 
laved.  The  lemainder  of  the  hitlory 

into  his  power,  fent  him  to  be  (lain  by 
lent  him  a  l'word,  with  which  he  flew1 


h  Minos,  getting  his  enemy  Thefeus 
Ta  urus.  Ariadne,  informed  of  his  defign, 
the  Minotaur.  Paiephat.  de  Incredib. 

*  f  lutarch,  in  V  ta  Thefef.  Thefeus  arriving  in  the  ifiand  of  Crete,  Ariadne 
fell  defperatcly  in  love  with  him.  She  bore  him  a  fon,  and  taught  him  hew  to 
efiape  from  the  winding  pafTages  of  the  labyrinth;  and  he  flew  the  Minotaur. 

k  All  the  guards  forfaking  the  Minotaur  of  Gortyna,  pretended  to  take  to  flight. 
The  Minotaur,  lufpedting  treachery,  took  refuge  in  the  place  called  the  Labyrinth. 
Ced  renus. 

1  Claudian,  in  Sext.  Conf.  Honorii.  It  forms  different  circuits,  which  are  nei¬ 
ther  inftrior  to  the  art  with  which  the  labyrinth  of  Goityna,  the  ufual  abode  of  ihe 
Minotnur,  is  built,  nor  the  windings  of  the  river  Meander. 

m  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Thcfci.  He  flew  the  Minotaur,  and  immediately  haftened 
on  board  his  (hip,  carrying  with  him  Ariadne;  and  the  young  Athenians- 
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of  Ariadsie  and  Thefeus  is  well 
known  ;  not  to  mention  that  it  is 
foreign  to  my  fubjedt. 

This  is  w'har  appears  to  me  mod 
probable  concerning  the  labyrinths 
of  Crete.  One  of  them,  fi  mated  at 
Cnoffus,  was  an  edifice  built  by 
Dasdalus15,  and  which,  on  account  of 
its  various  windings,  deceived  thofe 
who  got  bewildered  in  it,  and  pre¬ 
vented  their  return.  It  was  in  the 
form  of  a  ft? ail,  and  the  engraving, 
pressed  to  this  letter,  is  an  exa& 
plan  of  it.  Minos  converted  it  into 
a  royal  prifon  ;  but  the  criminals, 
confined  there,  werd  only  deprived 
of  their  liberty. 

The  other,  near  Gortyna,  and 
called  by  the  ancients  the  Labyrinth 
of  Gortyna,  ftill  fubfifts,  and  has 
been  treated  of  in  the  preceding 
letter.  It  was  partly  the  work  of 
the  fon  of  Taurus;  but  the .  fit  ft 
fteieh  of  it  was  given  by  nature. 
He  indeed  rendered  the  paiTages 
more  fpacious,  and  excavated  new 
ones.  In  this  cavern  he  deft rdyed 
thofe  who  vere  fent  to  him  by  the 
king  to  be  put  io  death.  Thus  have 
we  vifited  the  gloomy  habitation  of 
a  man,  who,  from  the  ferocioulneis 
of  hischarafier,  merited  to  be  tranf- 
formed  into  a  monfter. 

There  were  fevera!  other  fimilar 
labyrinths,  more  or  lefs  complicated. 
Near  Naupiia,  fays  Strabo  ®,  wre  fee 
caverns,  in  which  labyrinths  have 
been  formed,  and  which  are  called 
the  Cyclops. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.” 


Memoir  of  the  Language,  Manners, 
and  Guftoms  of  an  Anglo-Saxon 
Colony  fettled  in  the  Baronies  cf 

*  Apolledoriis,  lib*  hi. 


Foith  and  Bargie,  in  the  County  of 
W  exford,  It  eland,  in  i  167, 1  168, 
and  1169.  By  Charles  Vallancey, 
LL.  D  Member  of  the  Royal 
Societies  of  London,  Dublin,  and 
Edinburgh  ;  of  the  Academy  of 
Cortona,  andoj  Belles  Lettres  ;  of 
the  Antiquarian  Society  of  Perth, 
and  of  the  Philo fcpbical  Society  of 
Philadelphia, —  Prom  Tranf options 
of  the  Royal  Irifli  Academy. 

“  qp  H  E  baronies  «f  Bargie  and 
X  Forth  are  fi  mated  at  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  the  county  ot 
Wexford,  and,  together,  contain  a- 
bout  fixty  fquare  Irifh  miles  They 
lie  due  eaft  from  Cardigan  fibre,  in 
Wales  ;  the  (liortnels  ot  the  pafifage 
caufed  a  frequent  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  Irifli  and  the  Britons  from 
the  earlieft  account  of  their  hiftory. 

In  the  year  1167  Dermod,  king 
of  Leinfter,  was  a  powerful  prince  ; 
the  errors  of  his  civil  government, 
the  oppreffion  of  his  fuhje&s,  and 
the  tyranny  he  exercifed  over  his 
nobility,  caufed  a  total  defection  in 
them  and  the  people.  His  kinfmen, 
friends,  fervants,  and  followers,  had 
all  been  prevailed  on  to  forlake 
him. 

In  1168  the  diftrefied  king  re¬ 
paired  to  England,  to  folicit  the  af- 
fiftance  of  king  Henry  ;  telling  him 
he  was  become  an  exile  by  the 
treachery  of  his  valTals,  and  beieech- 
ing  him  to  give  him  aid,  whereby 
he  might  be  lettered  to  his  inherit¬ 
ance,  which  if  it  fiiould  pleafe  him 
to  grant,  he  would  acknowledge 
him  to  be  his  lord,  and  ferve  him 
during  his  life. 

King  Henry,  moved  with  com¬ 
panion,  promifed  him  aid,  and  de¬ 
fined 


*  Strabo,  lib.  viii. 
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fired  him  to  remain  at  Brifboi  until 
he  fKould  hear  further  from  him. 
Dermod,  after  (laying  there  one 
month,  and  hearing  nothing  from 
the  king,  weary  of  delay,  he  applied 
to  Richard  earl  ofStrigul,  common¬ 
ly  called  Strongbow,  promifing  that 
if  he  would  aflut  him  he  would  give 
him  his  daughter  to  wife,  and  with 
her  the  whole  kingdom  of  Leinfter. 
Tire  earl  excufed  himfeh,  uniefs 
king  Henry  would  give  his  con- 
lent. 

In  the  mean  time  Dermod  applied 
to  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  Richard 
Fitz-Godobert  accompanied  him, 
but  with  lo  fmall  a  body  of  men, 
tK  y  were  of  no  ufe,  and  they  loon 
returned  home. 

Dermod  finding  his  fubjedh  dill 
held  out  againft  him,  caufed  pro¬ 
clamation  to  be  made  in  Wales,  of¬ 
fering  large  recon  penfe  in  lands, 
money,  and  cattle  to  fuch  as  would 
give  him  aid.  Immediately  men  of 
all  forts,  and  from  divers  places, 
prepared  th.emfelves  to  embark  for 
Ireland,  under  the  command  of 
Fitz  Stephen,  who  had  lately  been 
enlarged  from  prifon  by  the  me¬ 
diation  of  Dermod  with  Rice,  a 
king  in  Wales  This  little  army 
confided  of  about  three  hundred 
horfemen  and  foot. 

With  this  final  I  body  Dermod  did 
wonders,  and  being  grown  proud 
with  vidtory,  gave  great  difeontent 
to  the  Engliili,  many  of  whom  re¬ 
turned  home.  Rut  in  the  year  fol¬ 
lowing  ( 1 1 6 q)  earl  Richard  fent 
Raymond  Le  Grofs  to  Dermod's 
alTidance,  with  a  lniall  fuire,  pro- 
rnifing  to  follow  with  a  confiderable 
army.  Accoidingiy,  in  1170,  the 
eaii  arrived  at  Waterford  with  fix- 
teen  hundred  foldiers. 

This  confiderable  reinforcement 
enabled  Dermod  not  only  to  fupprefs 
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his  rebellious  fubj'edls,  but  alfo  to 
make  war  on  the  neighbouring 
princes.  Peace  being  once  reftored, 
Dermod  made  good  his  promises, 
and  the  part  of  the  country  we  are 
now  describing  was  parcelled  out  to 
the  Biitidi  foldiers,  who  have  re¬ 
mained  in  quiet  pofTfffion  ot  their 
atchievements  unto  this  day. 

This  colony  have  preferved  their 
ancient  manners,  cuftoins,  and  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  fully  occupying  every 
inch  of  ground,  the  natives  could 
never  obtain  a  re-edabilinmeut 
therein.  As  population  encreafed, 
folne  of  the  Engliili  have  been 
obliged  to  remove  into  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  baronies  within  thefe  hit y 
years,  and  by  an  intercourle  with 
the  Irifh,  the  language  of  thefe 
emigrants  became  corrupted,  anal 
thefe,  by  their  connection  with  their 
kindred  remaining  in  the  baronies 
ofBargie  and  Forth,  have  in  (oine 
meafure  introduced  this  corrupted 
dialed  there.  The  town  of  W exiord 
is  the  market  to  which  this  colony  re- 
f 0  r  t  ed  1 0-  d  i  t’p  o  fe  o  ft  h  e  p  r  q  d  u  c  e  o  1 1  h  e  It 
farms,  and  in  this  market  all  things 
are  bought  and  fold  in  the  modern 
Engliili  dialed;  this  alio  is  another 
caule  of  the  decline  of  the  language 
of  the  coloniibs,  but  not  one  word  of 
irifh  is  ilnderflood  or  fpeken  in  thefe 
.two  baronies  ;  dill  they  pieferve 
many  v/ords  and  phrases  of  t lie ir 
original  language,  and  lb  me  origi¬ 
nal  fongs,  which  hating  been  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing,  will  exift  as  long 
as  the  people. 

Were  there  no  hiftorical  docu¬ 
ments  to  afeertain  the'  arrival  and 
eflablifhment  of  this  colony,  the 
language  ipoken  by  thc-m  would  be 
a  diffident  teitimony.  “  Language,” 
fays  Dr.  Johnfon,  is  t| ae  pedigree 
“  of  nations  ;  there  is  no  tracing 
“  the  qonuedions  of  ancient  na- 
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**  tions  but  by  language  And 
the  learned  Dr.  Prieflley  informs  m 
“  that  the  language  of  a  people  is  a 
u  great  guide  to  an  hiftorian,  both 
“  in  hating  their  origin,  and  in  dif- 
“  covering  the  date  of  many  other 
“  important  circumftances  belong- 

f  O 

“  ing  to  them.  Of  all  cudornsand 
T<  habds  (adds  the  do£!or)  that  or 
“  fpeech  b  ring  the  mod  frequently 
“  extrcifed,  is  the  mod  confirmed, 
64  ana  lead  liable  to  change.  Colo- 
“  nies,  therefore,  will  always  fpeak 
“  the  language  of  their  aiothercoun- 
“  try,  unlefs  Tome  event  produce  a 
6‘  freer  intercourfe  with  people  who 
ipeak  another  language  ;  and 
u  even  the  proportion  of  that  foreign 
“  intercourfe  may  in  fome  mca- 
fure  be  eftimated  by  the  degree  of 
4<  corruption  of  the  language  f\” 
To  thele  authorities  we  will  add  a 
few  more  of  equal  weight  :  “  cog- 
“  nitio  linguarnm  gentium  crtum 
i(  &  aprojpiam  docet,  indicatque,  ut 
“  et  folum  et  genus  vitas  mutave- 
“  rint  monftrat  Th  is  author  goes 

fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  language  is  to  be 
preferred  even  to  the  annals  of  re¬ 
mote  times,  to  prove  the  origin  of  a 
people,  particularly  of  an  emigrating 
people,  fuch  as  the  Scythian  ances¬ 
tors  of  the  Iiifh  are  known  to  have 
been  .  “  Vedigia  migrationum  gen- 
6’  tiuni  quibudibet  fadis  certiiis 
“  prod  it  ,’7  or  as  he  more  drongly 
exprelTes  it  in  his  own  language, 
Som  nationers  flyttoiingar  ar,  oft  a 
4* * * §  lemna’r  sakrare  unden attelfer.  an 
‘‘  ah'a  fagor  och  hiftorier.”  Lin- 
4‘  guarum  cognatio  cognationis  gen- 


“  tiuro  prsrcipuum,  certiofimumque 
“  argumenttim  eft  §  ” 

On  thele  great  authorities  wereft 
to  prove  that  the  ancient  hidory 
the  primitive  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland  is  founded  in  truth;  for  if  thev 
had  not  had  an  intercourfe  in  for* 
mer  days  with  the  Phoenicians, 
Egyptians,  and  Perfians,  how  is  it 
poffible  fo  many  hundred  of  words, 
lo  many  idioms  of  fpeech,  fo  many 
technical  terms  in  the  arts  of  thofe 
ages,  could  have  been  introduced 
into  the  old  Iiifh  dialed!?  terms  not 
to  be  met  with  in  the  dialed!  of  any 
other  northern  or  wedern  nation. 
What  people,  the  Egyptians  and 
frith  excepted,  named  the  harp  or 
mufic  ouini.  Iridi  Aine, 

i.  e.  Oii  fiueadh,  i  e.  mufic,  a  mud - 
cal  indrument;  cirphideadh  or  otifi- 
deadh  expredes  the  adtion  of  play¬ 
ing.  What  people  in  the  world,  the 
O  rientalifts  and  the  Irilh  excepted, 
call  the  copy  of  a  book  the  fon  of  a 
hook,  and  echo  the  daughter  of  a 
’voice  P  With  what  northern  nation, 
the  1  mli  excepted,  can  the  Oriental 
names  of  the  tools  and  implements 
of  the  done  cutter,  the  carpenter, 
the  fhip  builder,  the  v/eaver,  be 
found  ?  And  with  what  people,  the 
old  Irifih  and  Egyptians  except- 
ede  does  the  word  Ogham  fignify  a 
book,  and  the  name  of  Hercules  or 
Mercury  |[  P  Or  thefe  we  propofe  to 
treat  more  at  large  in  a  memoir  on 
the  Ogham,  and  from  Irifli  docu¬ 
ments  fhew  the  origin  of  alphabeti¬ 
cal  wilting,  which  the  Hiberno- 
Scythians  mud  have  learnt  from  the 

Egyptians, 


*  BofwelPs  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides. 

1'  Lectures  on  Hiftory  and  General  Policy,  Part.  ii.  Ltd!,  viii. 

T-  The  very  learned  Ihre  in  his  Lexicon  Lapponicum,  Pref.  p.  xxxiii. 

§  Shering  h am. 

!!  Copt,  oughjam.  Liber.  Kircher.  arid  Woide. 

Copt,  ghjam,  and  with  the  article,  oughjim,  Hercules,  Ermes,  Mercury.  The 
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Egyptians,  be'ore  their  defcent  to 
the  Mediterranean,  to  Spain,  and 
thence  to  the  Britannic  ifiands. 

To  return  to  our  colonifts.  When 
we  were  fir  ft  acquainted  with  this 
colony,  a  few  of  both  fexes  wore  the 
ancient  drefs  :  that  of  the  man  was 
a  fhorl  coat,  waiftcoat,  and  trunk 
breeches,  with  a  round  hat  and  nar¬ 
row  brim;  that  of  the  woman  wasa 
fhort  jacket,  a  petticoat  bordered  at 
bo/toui  with  one,  two  or  three  rows 
of  ribband  or  tape  of  a  different 
colour.  We  have  feen  one,  whofe 
jacket  was  ot  fuperfine  woollen 
cloth,  of  adaik  brown  colour,  edged 
with  a  natrow  filver  lace.  The 
drels  of  the  head  was  a  kircher. 

The  names  of  the  old  coloniffs 
are  Bore,  Cod,  Stafford,  Whitty, 
Roffiter,  Sinnot,  Murphy,  Stephen, 


Quiney  ,  &c.  The  gentlemen  who 
now  inhabit  the  country  are  moffly 
defeended  from  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  ol  Cromwell’s  and  king  Wil¬ 
liam's  armv,  viz.  Hervey,  Nuin 
Edwards,  Hughes,  Pa! lifer,  &c. 

The  people  ol  theie  baronies  live, 
well,  are  iiniuftrious,  cleanly,  and  of 
good  morals  ;  the  poo  re  ft:  farmer 
eats  me;.t  twice  a  week,  and  the 
table  of  the  wealthy  tardier  is  daily 
covered  with  heel,  mutton,  or  fowl. 
The  beverage  is  hom..-b:ewed  ale 
and  beer,  of  an  excellent  flavour 
and  colour.  The,  Jioutes  of  the 
pooreft  are  well  built  and  well 
thatched  ;  all  have  out-offices  for 
cattle,  fowls,  carts,  or  cars.  The 
people  ate  well  cloaihed,  are  ftrong 
and  laborious  The  women  do  all 
manner  of  ruff ic  work,  ploughing 


very  name  Ermes  lie*  concealed  in  the  1;  ifh  compound  EJ-aitmes ,  i.  e.  the  root, 
or  art  of  invention.  In  Arabick  yejedaram.  And  we  might  add,  in  what  part  of 
the  globe,  Egypt,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  excepted,  were  piieds  or  holy  perlbns  de¬ 
nominated  Culdes  or  Caldes.  Copt.  Kaldes.  SancLtas.  Kircher.  22 6. — Copt, 
ouab  landfus.  Copt,  efouab  facerdos,  whence  the  Irifh  eafcob ,  a  bilhop,  To  thefe 
we  may  add  fix  hundred  others,  of  which  in  their  prop  r  place  ;  but  the  molt  llrik- 
ing  indance  of  the  intercourfe  of  the  Hiberno-S  ythians  wiih  the  ./Egyptians  and 
Phoenicians,  is  the  prefixes  to  furnames,  O,  Ua  and  Mac  ;  the  foimer  d-noting  the 
elded  of  the  family,  the  fecond  being  a  g-peral  name  for  the  fbn.  0,  ltirps,  farri- 
lia  ;  h  cnee,  O  Siris.  (Kircher.  Ling.  .Egypt.  relli)..  Mac,  uar  films.  (Woide)-—. 

Arabice,  major  natus  (Georgius  Cedrenus).  Thus  the  I  (h  uih  t  tbr-r  O  or 
Ua  ;  as  Ua  Con  Cobhar,  Anglice  O  Coner,  &e.  &c.  Again,  Cubhar  is  the  Ara¬ 
bic  Kubeer,  major,  major  natus.  So  the  mme  Cormac  is  the  Arabic  Kuivmac  of 
the  fame  meaning,  major,  rmximus.  nobilis.  Ghinef-  hru.  ferniiia.  nomen  poprium 
unius  familias  Augufte.  Luc  1  aw  tflls  us  that  the  Celts  named  Hercules .Ogmios, 
in  their  vernacular  tongue— -verum  enirnverb  nomen  illud  (0 y/u,t©~)  (fi  quid  me  L- 
piat  conje&ura)  ortu,  Phauiceum  t ft.  formations  Grse.um  :  atque  folummodo  ufu, 
Celticum.  (DickinTon  Faficulus.  1.  de  Hcrcule  /Egyptio.  p  45. — mm  Og,  philo- 
fophus  fonat,  idem,  p.  29.  Or  with  what  p  ople,  the  .Egyptia  s  an  1  Irdh  except 
ed,  did  teach  nab  figni  y  the  writing  pried,  he  who  was  Ikilled  in  the  I'acred  writing. 
Ant’quum  nomen  /Egypliacum  Grreca  iepoypafAfActTiwt;  relpondens  videtur  fuiffeCopt. 
Sach.  quomodo  in  verfione  librorum  Scr.ptur*  Coptics  Temper  redditur 
Scriba.  Scripturs  peritus.  Lingua  ^Egyptiorum  nabat  defignatur  ve^oiy,  i.  e.  fa- 
piens,  intellect!  pollens,  inde  Sach-nebat,  the  writing  pried.  (Jubionfki  Panth. 
iEgypr.  Prologem.  xciv. — xevi. )  Or  with  what  people,  the  above  excepted,  doe* 
Jhearr  fignify  a  fon,  as  in  Sein-fior  or  Sin-fhior,  the  elded  born.  Sear-rac,  a  colt, 
i.  e.  fon  of  a  horle,  which  are  evidently  the  Sheri  (filius)  of  the  aEgypt'ans 
(Kircher.  Woide.);  whence  Ihin-fh'or  or  fhean-fliior,  the  elded  born,  hgnifics 
alfo  the  prefbytery,  by  which  it  would  ieeni  that  thtfcldcd  bom  was  dedicated  to  the 
church , 

H  3  *  excepted  ; 
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excepted  ;  they  receive  equal  wages 
with  the  men. 

in  this  delightful  fpot  the  greateft 
harmony  fubliils  between  the  land¬ 
lord  and  the  farmer  ;  and  it  is  com¬ 
mon  to  meet  the  tenant  at  the  land¬ 
lord’s  table.  Such  is  their  averfion 
to  idlenefs,  that  if  a  beggar  is  met 
in  thofe  baronies  he  is  immediately 
handed  from  houfe  to  houfe  until  he 
is  out  of  the  barony. 

The  pro  felled  religion  here  is  the 
Roman  catholic  ;  there  are  about 
one  hundred  to  one  Proteftant. 

Marriage  is  folemnized  much  in 
the  lame  manner  as  with  the  Irifh. 
The  relations  and  friends  bring  a 
profufion  of  viands  of  all  kinds,  and 
feafting  and  dancing  continues  all 
the  night  ;  the  bride  fits  veiled  at 
the  head  of  the  table,  unlefs  called 
out  to  dance,  when  the  chair  is  filled 
by  one  of  the  bride-maids.  At 
every  marriage  an  apple  is  cut  into 
finall  pieces,  and  thrown  among  the 
croud  ;  a  cuftom  they  brought  from 
England,  but  the  origin  ol  it  has 
not  defcended  with  it. 

The  produce  of  the  foil  in  thefe 
baronies  is  great  the  whole  is  un¬ 
der  tillage,  and  near  the  fea  fhore 
they  manure  with  the  fea- weed 
twice  a  year,  and  in  the  memory  of 
the  oldefi  man  the  ground  has  never 
been  fallowed,  but  a  plentiful  crop 
obtained  every  year.  The  parifli 
of  Carne  contains  five  hundred 
acres,  all  or  mofily  under  tillage; 
this  parifh  pays  tool:  a'  year  for 
tithes  to  the  redtor.  The  church- 
land  of  Carne  contains  fixty  acres, 
©f  which  forty  are  plowed,  and  pays 
to  the  redtor  14I.  14s.  and  to  the 
landlord  90I.  a  year. 
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Fuel  is  fcarce  in  this  diftridl  ;  the 
chief  firing  is  fmze,  planted  on  the 
tops  of  all  the  dikes  ;  thefe  are  cut 
and  dried,  and  bring  a  good  return. 
Along  the  coaft  there  has  formerly 
been  a  bog  or  turbary,  which  has 
been  encroached  on  by  the  fea,  fo 
much  that  now  it  is  covered  witli 
fand,  and  that  at  high-water,  with 
many  feet  of  the  watery  element. 
The  great  expenfe  of  cutting  and 
drying  this  turf  renders  this  kind  of 
fuel  too  dear  for  the  common  peo¬ 
ple.  In  this  turbary,  many  feet 
under  the  fea  at  hieh  water,  trees 
are  daily  found,  and  fome  dug  up  ; 
they  confift  chiefly  of  oak,  fir,  and 
hazle. 


Vocabulary  of  the  Language  of  the 
Barony  of  Forth  and  Bargie. 

A. 

jdJL  O  G  H  E  below. 

ammache,  a  dwarf 
arkrfgk,  eager. 
a^ize,  amazed. 
aim ,  defign. 
amezill ,  themfelves. 
arich ,  the  morning 

B. 

^hothige  \  A.  S.  bodige. 

buye ,  a  boy. 

bafhy  the  palm  of  the  hand. 
bellee ,  the  belly. 
bane,  a  bone.  A.  S.  ban, 
bleoed ,  blood. 
hr  tan,  the  brain. 
blauthur ,  the  bladder. 
brazon ,  bold.  _ 


The  old  Irifh  names  Bargie  and  Forth  fignify  a  fertile  fpot,  viz.  Ear ,  fruitful 
the  fea.  The  fertile  land  on  the  fea  coaft.  Fortha ,  plenty.  Arab,  buhar.  Perf. 
behEr  ;  a  rich  and  extenfive  province  (in  Hindoftanl— -bar,  fruitful;  bardar,  idem — ■ 
bar,  idem. 

breed , 
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breed,  bread. 
banvcoon,  bacon. 
buthehcr,  butter. 
bouchure}  a  butcher. 
baree ,  the  goal  at  the  game  of  ball 
or  hurl/. 

bihbern,  trembling,  rearful. 
blackeen ,  ba  \v  ling. 
blayeen ,  fhquting. 
baud,  boat!. 
bra ,  brave. 

bathes,  the  goal  at  the  game  at  ball. 
barnaugh ,  a  lisnpit,  a  wilk  (or  (hell- 
filb)  wiiich  adheres  to  the  jocks 
fo  as  to  require  a  ftrorsg  blow  to 
difengage  it. 
trough,  to  break. 
hot ht bone,  a  button. 
broker,  a  brother. 
brek'vaft,  break  tad. 

c. 

co,  quoth,  fayeth. 
cojhes ,  confcience. 
clugercheen,  a  flock,  a  clutch,  a  croud 
coulee  man,  the  keeper  ot  the  goal 
at  the  game  of  ball. 
chote,  to  know;  cbote  <vuell ,  to  know 
well,  to  think,  1'ufpeCt. 
cornee ,  pee*i  fli. 
cure  ugh ,  fnappifh. 
corkite ,  tumbling  or  tbrufting  one 
.another  dowa,  wreftling. 
somman ,  the  bat  or  hurling  club. 
coureate ,  carrots. 

cooloors,  pigeons.  Angl.  Sax  culfre , 
a  pigeon;  culufre,  idem. 
c  a  lief ,  a  call, 
cazvle,  a  horfe. 
cozeens,  kinsfolks. 
cr'wejl ,  a  ciuft. 
cojhur,  a  feaft. 
covurn,  a  comb. 
ettnree ,  truft,  confidence. 
ckoule ,  the  cheek  j  rede  chouls ,  i  e. 
the  jole. 

coolant ,  the  hinder  part  of  the  head. 


*03 

cortere,  a  quarter,  as 
or  rough  cortere,  Ipring.  , 

zimmer  eorters,  fummer. 
barrejl  cortere,  autumn. 

•uoonter  cortere,  winter. 

cole,  cold.  1 

crobkmn,  cn.fTnefs,  peevifhnets. 

D. 

dellen,  to  dig. 

dearnty  io  look,  to  behold,  to  look 
up  . 

d'  off,  to  ill  ip,  to  put  off. 
draught ,  a  drawing  fiioke  with  3 
weapon, 

droivb,  to  throw  or  caft. 
uotieb ,  a  dunce,  blockhead. 
deight ,  to  put. 
dap,  a  touch. 
durk ,  dark. 

dunder ,  thunder  (Danilli), 
die,  the  day. 
daneort,  the  dawn. 

Mondei . 

Tufedei. 

Wepnefdei. 

btborfdei. 

Vridei 
Zathardei . 

Zirtdei. 

Dei  oaffean ,  Afh  Wednefqay. 
dreadey  thread  (Danifli), 
denear ,  dinner. 
doaugh,  dough. 
drift,  a  tbrufb  (bird). 
droftal ,  a  blackbird. 

E. 

ee ,  the  (article). 
errone,  enand. 
eurchee,  everv. 

.  V 

r/a,  point,  quarter. 
tin,  eyes. 

fear  ;  ego  fled,  frightened*. 

7^,  z>r,  the  eye.  A*.  S. 
the  end. 


eathdl, 
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eatbeit,  evening. 
eart ,  eard,  earth. 
eord ,  eortb,  earth  A.  o.  eord. 
emothee,  an  emmet,  ant  or  pifmire. 


F. 


belie,  hell.  A.  S.  belle, 
bote ,  heat. 

holga<ve,  Shrove-Tuefday.  A  S. 

balga ,  holy  ;  halgan  fcejlen,  Lent. 
baode  the  head. 

helkcghe ,  the  elbow.  A.  S.  elboga. 
bone,  the  hand  ;  riaugkt  h$ney  the 
right  hand. 


fug ,  fog,  a 

faufe ,  the  face  ;  the  features  of  the  hip ,  the  thigh.  A.  S.  theoh. 
face,  lickeen  A,  S.  n.vhta,  an<wli-  heal,  health. 
ta,  the  face,  the  features.  A.  S.  berieen,  hearing. 
neb,  the  face. 
feekn ,  feeling. 
fartoo ,  ailing 


hernia,  horned ;  bornta  bajl ,  a 
horned  beaft. 


f  ad,  for  what  ? 
fan  *  when. 

fourteen ,  confufed,  trembling, 
what. 


G. 


gridane ,  for  row. 
gandel ,  wonder’d 


hi*ver,  a  heifer. 
bar  pleat ,  a  jnipe. 
hereen,  a  herring 
heiftem ,  weight,  burthen. 
har-wthes,  pig-nuts. 
hackee,  crofs,  ill-tempered. 

an  inclofure :  cburck-hey , 
church-yard. 
hole ,  buried, 
hap,  chance, 


I. 


joud ,  croud  ;  jo'ud  an  moud ,  crouds 
and  throngs  of  people. 


K. 


©  7  *  ■  •  r  ’  ~ - ~  ~  ^ 

duft,  breath,  fume.  There's  halluf,  half ;  halluf  mona,  half- moon 
no  gajb  in  him ,  i.  e.  he  is  dead. 
gentrize ,  gentry. 

glade,  fun-fet.  ta  glade ,  i.  e. 

Zm  zettene ,  fun-ietting. 
gabble ,  talk,  pratling. 

fair,  calm. 
gubbach ,  cabbage. 
gearte ,  a  fhe-goat  j  puckane ,  a  he- 
goat. 

garrane ,  a  gelding. 
granouge ,  a  hedge-hog. 
gsinuare ,  a  joiner,  a  carpenter. 

a  child;  gurlelijh ,  childhood. 
guriear ,  a  garter,  bandage* 
jWr,  anger. 

ugly. 
gent ,  a  joint. 

!*■«<?,  dew. 

a  fprite.  A.  S. 
garfon,  a  youth. 


H. 


heaven,  heaven. 


keilefs ,  fkittles,  nine-pins. 

&«j£,  to  kick. 

^«7/,  to  roll  on  the  ground. 
knaggee ,  crofs, ill-tempered,  peevifh. 
kevue,  a  fhove,  a  thruft. 
kinder  e,  a  fumbler,  auk  ward, 
cows. 

knagbane ,  an  ant  or  pifmire  hill,  a 
little  hill. 

L. 

leigheen,  laughing. 

//*««,  mifchief. 
llufkes ,  flocks. 

leigh ,  idle  ideigb  put  ee  dei,  idle  out 
the  day. 

leutheed 9 
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Uutheed ,  flickered, 
lournagh ,  melancholy. 

/<7r/^,  imall-beer  j  ty  <?'  a  drink 
ot  finall-beer. 
li;gy  hollow. 
it  rocky  a  lark. 
lonventy  a  iamb. 

Icioon ,  a  lion. 
la'iv'veen,  leaven. 

/4^,y,  lace. 

lethel,  little;  lethgl winger ,  the  little 
finger. 

%/,  light. 

Uppeeny  a  plover. 
lousy  open. 

lickeerjy  the  features.  A.  S. 

an-uclita ,  the  face. 
loney  land  :  Englone ,  England  ;  £Ytf- 
/w,  Ireland. 

/ag,  a  hollow. 

M. 

met  be  L  middle. 

a  man  ;  yolaiv  many  an  old 
man  ;  man ,  a  hufb?.nd. 
ma'wep,  a  woman  ;  yoella  nmven, 
an  old  woman,  a  wife. 

W7/W<z,  a  maid. 
mwoethy  the  mouth. 
marroughy  marrow. 
tnety  food. 
moihoon,  mutton. 
mouthar ,  mother. 
majlracey  mi  ft  refs. 
mil/eare ,  a  miliar. 
magetty'piey  a  magpie. 
mijtern ,  dazzled  „ 

muzltre ,  worthlels. 


IO5 

mou  I,  crowd,  throng, 
wy/,  alking. 
wo/,  but. 

wo/e,  aftonifhed,  a  tool. 
mot  bee ,  a  little  hill. 
milagby  trefoil,  clover. 
meily  meal,  flour. 
mire #  furprize,  in  amazement. 

N. 

poulh ,  knoweth. 
nate,  anate,  prepared. 

«/«<?,  the  noie  ;  niztrols ,  no  Arils, 

neapefs .  parfnips. 

nipore ,  neighbour. 

peal  a  needle. 

neeghty  night, 

nougbely  a  knuckl^. 

naatury  natuie. 

O. 

t  ■  "S. 

4rve,  one  another. 

P. 

pov  1,  the  crown  of  the  head, 

/o//gy,  pity. 

{ode  pocket. 
puckanCy  a  he-goat. 
pet  her ,  pewter, 

///,  put. 
ponftee ,  power. 
p-.melly  a  fool. 

/>/z  peaie  ;  piz  p  orach  is,  peafe  por¬ 
ridge. 

*  pavg  meky  feaft  of  harvefl-lioine. 

paugy 


*  This  extraordinary  word  paugy  if  I  mii'ake  not,  is  borrowed  from  the  Iiifh 
phogh  or  fogh,  which  literally  means  panis  fubcinneratus,  and  is  borrowed  from  the 
Egyptian  pisiky  of  the  fame  meaning;  it  is  the  Chaldean  Ogh.  (for  pi  h  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  article)  whence  in  Hebrew  nvtjt  ft?  Oghofe.  i,  e.  factor  aut  facrificator  pam« 
fubcineritii  (fee  Jacob  Bolducus,  and  Dickinlon  Falciculu*,  p.  169);  it  was 
the  feaft  of  firfl  fruits,  whence  the  Irifb  word  Fooh-mir,  ha;vcft,  literally,  the 

autumn 


\ 
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fmig,  tire  bar  veil  ;  mele  or  mealy 
lead. 

R. 

1  *'  ‘ v 

wijhpr  a  (troke  •  A,  S,  reft*, 
r  apple ,  to  rattle. 
rujhftoeen,  afternoon’s  luncheon, 
t?u&\  a  -  rib. 
i taught,  right  ;  riavgbt,  hme ,  right 
hand  i  r  'might  tarme,  right  anti. 


fimktsr  the  faints, 
jkee,  the  fky. 

jherr ,  a  (lar ;  A.  S.  Jleornt. 
jnee'Wy  fnow. 

Ji  mrm,  a  ftor  m. 

J. mill ,  the  fin  el  I,  ' 

Jla*fiefa£et  bafhfu!, 
jlmkeem,  (lockings. 

Jhoone,  (hoes. 
jnijfjeetty  fn  u  if". 
jeppear,  fupper. 
jkir,  to  rife  in  the  air. 
fbuller „  fhouider. 

fmte,  to  appear,  to  fliew  one’s  feSf. 
ft  ate,  to  (land. 
ft;  bn  vie ree  m,  glittering, 
jcotb,  a  fhirt. 
f cub  den,  rubbing  the  back. 

/tank,  a  fool, 

fmort ,  (mothered. 

ft  e  ll,  the  handle  of  a  thing. 


T. 

leap,  tolling  and  tumbling  one  ano¬ 
ther  about. 
troll ,  to  roil. 

’ttvi/h,  between,  betwixt. 
t eight,  taught. 
tm<vizeen,  tormenting. 
tiub,  a  kid. 
ty,  a  drink,  fee  letch, 
ia  tv  eft,  taile. 

itoiium,  the  thumb,  A.  S.  tbuma* 
V. 

vjier,  the  lire,  A.  S.Jir.  Belgis  Fier. 
Daaper,  vapour. 

Draft,  fro  ft . 

Dorreate,  the  forehead. 

Dcofe,  the  foot. 

w!ejb,fte{ li ;  byiftiarulejh,  boiledmeat. 
'tint,  fat. 
vice,  voice. 

voile  a a  handkerchief 
vurjly  Ijfft. 

<t ;ier9  a  weazei. 

Dream,  (rom  ;  vreem,  idem. 
Dappereen ,  bragging,  boafting. 
va! I  r.  more. 

Dezzeen,  driving  or  firiking  a  ball 
hard. 

Dengem,  fpite,  malice. 

Dell,  fell  ;  Dali,  to  fall. 
dIs e,  to  fly. 

Duller ,  more,  longer  (in  time) 


autumn  cake  of  new  wheat,  for  mtr  ;s  the  Perfian  mihr,  or  the  Arabic  muhrjaa,  au¬ 
tumn.  I  think  we  cannot  be  miftakcn  iu  this  derivation,  becaufe  the  Irifh  do  Kill 
preferve  the  cuftom  of  making  the  blefTed  cake  at  this  feafon,  called  Baran  bereac, 
or  vulgo’  Barreen  breac,  which  is  literally  the  nyu  *tt  Bar  baruk,  or  frumentum 
benedi£fum  of  the  Jews  and  Chaldeans.  We  might  alfo  derive  paug  or  phoeh 
from  the  Hebrew  an  bag  or  vag,  which  (ignifies  food,  what  one  eats;  whence  Ce# 
in  Greek  is  bread,  and  hence  the  Spanfh  Figon ,  a  feller  of  food  ;  hence  alfo  the 
Gothic  btccen  and  the  German  bek ,  a  meal-man,  piftor,  kence  paug-meal,  (ignifies 
the  autumnal  cake  of  new  wheat,  which  the  old  Irifh  dedicated  to  Cann ,  or  the 
<Jueen  of  Heaven,  and  the  Egyptians  to  fis.  Another  name  for  this  cake  in  Irifh 
Us  Surdoig,  borrowed  of  the  Egyptians,  who  lacrificed  to  their  Gods  the  Sod-oik,  a 
compound  oi  oik  placenta  and  of  foti  Irina*  or  of  Jed,  facrificate,  I  know  not  which, 
bom  whence  jody  vidtima,  facrificimn, 

w.  •wafur 


f 
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w. 

wafur,  uneafy. 
nvourlok ,  to  tremble. 
wcdeen,  a  wedding. 
wather,  water. 
wovl,  to  w  ifh. 

witheen,  the  looks,  the  countenance 
or  features. 

•uubating,  fneezing. 
i weepeen,  weeping. 
wrajle,  the  wrift. 
wik,  a  week. 

weend,  the  wind ; Eajl  weend,  Wefan 
c wet.nd ,  Zoutbweend,  Nordbwtend. 
wazcoote,  a  wTaiftcoat. 

Y. 

yerflei ,  yefterday  ;  ear  ye  file ,  the 
-day  before  yefterday. 


yola<w,  old  m  ;  y della,  old  f. 
yo’we ,  an  ewe. 
yalperi,  lpcwing. 
youre ,  give  over,  ceafe. 
ye,  give  }  yate,  give. 
yiib,  if. 

Z. 


zilch,  fuch. 

zin,  the  fun  ;  zin  zettene,  or,  go  tn 
glade ,  fun- felting. 
zicbel,  iuch. 

Key-Jaw,  ze,  to  fee. 

zar ,  to  ferve. 

zill ,  felf;  theezill,  thyfelf. 

zed ,  ftewed  j  zed-melt ,  ftewed  meat. 

zalt ,  fait. 

zeide,  the  fide. 

zongb,  a  ftgh. 


I  ftiall  here  fubjoin 

an  old  song, 

in  the  dialed  of  thefe  baronies,  which  has  been  handed  down  by  tradition 
ftom  the  arrival  of  the  colony  in  Ireland.  Subject,  the  game  at  ball 
called  Cam  inn  or  Hurley.  Scene  the  Commons  in  the  Barony  of  Forth. 
Time,  a  church  holy-day,  Walter  relates  how  his  fon  Thomas  loft  the 
game,  by  aiming  a  ftrong  blow  at  the  balj,  and  milling  it,  broke  his  bat 
againft  a  pilmire  hill. 


\ 
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A  YOLA  Z  O  N  G.  Tune-^-ColIix  and  Pksh\ 

Fade  teil  th^e  zo  lournagh,  co  Jone,  zo  knaggee* 

TV  weitheft  all  curcagh,  wafur,  an  cornee. 

Lidge  w’ous  ana  milagh,  ti$  gay  an  louthee, 

Huck  nigher,  y’art  fcudden,  far  too  zo  bachee. 

Well,  gofp,  c’hnll  be  zeid,  mot  thee  farroo,  an  fa  ce 
Ha  deight  ouz  var  gabble,  fell  ee  Zin  go  t’glade 
Ch’am  a  douk,  an  a  done!  ;  wou’il  leigh  out  ee  dey 
Th’  valler  w’fpeen  here*  th’  lafs  i  Ckourch-hey. 

Yerftey  w’had  a  baree,  gift  ing  our  hone 
Are  gentrize  ware  bibbern,  ainezill®  cou  no  (lone. 

Yith  Muzlere  had  ba  hole,  t’was  me  Tommeen, 

At  by  mizluck  was  i  Pil  t’drive  in. 

'  '  Si.  t  ,  -  % 

Joud  an  moud,  vrein  earchee  ete,  was  i  Lough 
Zitch  vaperren,  an  (Tiimmereen,  fan  ee  daffi  tha’r  fcotfe 
Zitch  blakeen,  an  blayeen,  fan  ee  ball  was  ee  drowe 
Chote  well  ’ar  aim  was  t’yie  ouz  n’eer  a  blowe. 

Mot  w’all  *ar  bouff,  hi  foon  was  ee  teight 
At  ’ar  errone  was  var  arneing  'ar  ’ngifli  i  height 
Zitch  vezzen,  tarvizzen  ’till  than  w’ne’er  zey. 

Nore  zichel,  n’eer  well  nowe  nore  n’eer  mey. 

Many  a  bra  draught,  by  Tommeen  was  ee  mate, 

Th’  cowlee-man  faufteen  ;  zey  well  ’twas  a  nate 
Yith  w’had  any  Ihick  our  name  wou’d  b’  zung 
Vreem  ee  Cbrnre  here  aloghe  up  to  Cargun. 

Th’  heiftem  o’  pley,  veil  all  ing  to  lug, 

An  there  w’  had  Treblere  an  fturdy  Cournug. 

Th’  commanes  t’rapple,  th’  ball  (kir  an  vlee. 

Our  eein  woud  b’  miftern  t’  dearnt  up  ee  (kce. 

Than  came  ee  fhullereen  i  teap  an  corkite, 

Hi  kinket  an  keilt  i  vewe  ame  t’wode  fnite  ; 

Zim  dellen  harnothes,  w’are  nize  i  reed  cley 
More  trollen,  an  yalpen  an  moulten  away. 


A  N 
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AN  OLD  SONG. 

What  ails  you  fo  melancholy,  quoth  John,  fo  crofe. 

You  Teem  all  fnappifh,  uneafy  and  fretful  : 

Lie  with  us  on  the  clover,  ’tis  fair  and  Shelter’d  ; 

Come  nearer,  you’re  rubbing  your  back,  why  fo  ill  tempered. 

Weil,  golTip,  it  fhall  be  told,  you  afk  what  ails  me,  and  for  what  ; 
You  have  put  us  in  talk,  ’till  the  fun  goes  to  let. 

I’m  a  fool  and  a  dunce  ;  we’ll  idle  out  the  day  ; 

The  more  we  fpend  here,  the  lels  in  the  church-yard. 

Yefterday  we  had  a  goal  juft  in  our  hand. 

Their  gentry  were  quaking,  themfelves  could  not  ftand. 

If  good  for  little  had  been  buried,  it  had  been  my  Tommy, 

Who  by  mifluck,  v/as  placed  to  drive  in. 

Throngs  and  crouds  from  each  quarter  of  the  Lough; 

[if  Bailytnacufbin  near  the  omnium  ] 
Such  vapouring  and  glittering,  when  llript  in  their  Hurts. 

Such  bawling  and  fhouting,  when  the  ball  was  thrown; 
i  faw  their  intent  v/as  to  give  us  neer  a  ftroke. 

But  with  all  their  bravado  they  were  focn  taught 
That  their  errand  was  aiming  to  bring  anguifh  upon  ’em. 
y€uch  driving  and  ftruggling  ’till  then  we  ne’er  1  aw, 

Nor  fuch  never  will,  no,  nor  never  may. 

Many  a  brave  ftroke  by  Tommy  was  made, 

The  goal-keeper  trembling,  laid  well  ’twas  intended  them. 

If  we  had  any  luck  our  name  would  have  been  fung 
From  theChoure  here  below  up  to  Cargun. 

[Tua  defiant  points  of  the  Barmy  ] 

The  weight  of  the  play  fell  into  the  hollow. 

And  there  we  had  Treblere  and  fturdy  Cournug. 

[T<iuo  f u  mo  us  players .  ] 

The  brdl-clubs  they  rattled,  the  ball  rofe  and  flew  ; 

Our  eyes  would  be  dazzled  to  look  up  to  the  Iky. 

Then  came  the  fhouldeiing,  tolling  and  tumbling; 

They  kicked  and  rolled  the  lew  that  appeared. 

Some  digging  earth-nuts  with  their  nofes  in  red  clay. 

More  lolling  and  fpswing  and  pining  away. 

Na 


/ 
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Na  nowe  or  neveir  w’  cry’t  t’  Tommeen, 

Fan  Cournug  yate  a  rifhp,  an  Treblere  pit  w’eeme. 

A  clugercheen  gother,  all  ing  pile  an  in  heep 
Wouilok’d  anan  ’oree,  lick  llulkes  o’  iheep. 

T’  brek  up  ee  bathes,  h’  had  na  pouftee, 

Tommeen  was  lous,  an  zo  was  ee  baree  ; 

Care  hart  cam’ t’  our  mouth,  an  zo  w’  all  i  green 
Th’  hap  an  ee  ferde  an  ee  crie  was  Tommeen. 

Up  came  ee  ball,  an  a  dap  or  a  kewe 
Wou’d  zar,  mot  all  arkagh  var  ee  barnaugk-bloWc 
W’  ven gem  too  hard,  he  zunk  ee  commane 
An  brough  et  i  ftell  ing  a  emothee  knaghane. 

Th’  ball  want  a  cowlee,  th’  gazb  mate  all  rize 
Licke  a  mope  an  a  meW;  he  gazt  ing  a  mire, 

Than  ftalket,  an  gandelt,  w’ie  o  !  an  gridane 
Our  joys  all  ee  fmort,  ing  a  emothee  knaghane. 

Ha-ho  !  be  me  collies,  th’aft.  ee  pait  it,  co  Jane 
You’re  w'  thee  crookeen,  an  ye  me  thee  hone. 

He  it  nouth  fade  t’zey,  llean  vetch  ee  man, 

Twirti  thee  an  Tommeen,  an  ee  emothee  knaghane, 

Come  w’ous  gofp  L.earry,  theezil  and  Melchere  ; 

Outh  o’me  hone  cti’ull  no  part  wi’  Wathere. 

Jowane  got  leigheen,  ihe  pleaft  ame  all,  fowe — 

Sh,  ya  ame  zim  to  doone,  as  w’  be  doone  nowe  : 

Zo  blefs  all  oure  trends,  an  God  zpeed  ee  piowe. 


Soon  as  communities  were  formed,* 
it  appeared  as  well  in  the  bleak  re-* 
gions  of  the  North,  as  in  thofe  coun¬ 
tries  which  feel  the  genial  influence 
of  the  fun.  Even  hiftory,  when  {lie 
firft  ventured  to  raife  her  voice,  in¬ 
voked  the  aid  of  the  dramatic  mufe. 
It  is  therefore  very  extraordinary 
that  we  cannot  difcover  any  veftiges 
of  the  drama  amongft  the  remains- 
of  the  Irifh  bards,  or  amongft  the 
amufements  of  the  vulgar  Irifh  ot 

this 


An  HiftoricalEJJay  on  them Irifh  Stage. 
By  Jofeph  C.  Walker,  Ef quire , 
Member  of  the  Roy  a/Irifh  Academy } 
Fellow  of  the  Literary  and  Anti¬ 
quarian  Society  of  Perth,  and  hono¬ 
rary  Member  of  the  Eirufcan  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Cortona.— *From  the  [ame 
Work. 

*‘TN  tracing  the  progrefs  of  foci- 
JL  ety,  we  difcover  the  Drama 
amongft  thefirfl  amufements  of  man. 
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Nay,  now  or  never  we  cry’d  to  Tommy, 

When  Cournug  gave  a  ftroke,  and  Treblere  put  with  him,;  [hdpejj 
A  croud  gathered  up,  all  in  pile  and  in  heap 
T umbled  on  one  another  like  flocks  of  Iheep, 

To  break  up  the  goal  they  had  not  power, 

Tommy  was  open,  and  fo  was  the  goal. 

Our  hearts  came  to  our  mouth,  and  io  did  all  in  the  green. 

The  chance  and  the  fear  and  the  cry  was  Tommeem 

Up  came  the  ball,  and  a  tap  of  a  fkove 
Would  ferve ;  but  all  eager  for  the  barnagh  ftroke 
With  venom  too  hard,  he  funk  his  bat-club  or  bat, 

And  broke  the  handle,  in  an  emmot  [pi/mire]  hill.  - 


The  ball  o’erfliot  the  goal,  the  dull  rofe  all  about. 

Like  a  fool  in  a  mill,  he  looked  in  amazement  ; 

Then  ftalked  and  wondered,  with  Oh  1  and  with  grief 
Our  joys  are  all  fmothered  in  a  pifmire  hill. 

i 

Hey-ho  !  by  my  conference,  you  have  paid  it,  quoth  jo  he. 
Give  o’er  your  croflhefs,  and  give  me  your  hand. 

He  that  knows  what  to  fay,  mifehief  fetch  the  man, 

Betwixt  you  and  'Tommy  and  the  pifmire  hill. 


Come  with  us,  gofllp  Larry,  youifelf  and  Miles  ; 
Out  of  my  hand  l’il  not  part  with  Walter. 

Joan  fet  them  a  laughing,  fhe  p leafed  them  all,  how 
She  gave  them  fome  to  do,  as  we  are  doing  now  : 

So  blefs  all  our  friends,  aad  God  fpeed  the  plough. 


[  Drinking.  | 


this  clay  *,  though  a  people  fo  reii-  poems  were  recited  at  the  convivial 
gioufiy  obierv.ant  of  the  cuftoms  of  Hearts  of  the  chiefs,  and  in  the  puV 
their  anceftors.  lie  conventions  by  feveral  bards 

It  is  true  that  fomelrifh  poems  are  each  bard  afTuming  and  iupportin* 
conducted  in  a  kind  of  dramatic  nar-  a  chafer  in  the  piece.-  but  no 
rative,  and  it  is  probable  that  thefe  production  in  a  regular  dramatic 

.  form 


— 

ft  mull,  however,  be  obferved  that  the  vulgar  Irifli  of  the  prefent  day  -xhibd  [a 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  feveral  awkward  attempts  at  comedy  at  their  weddings 
and  wakes;  but  theie  attempts  cannot  be  confident  as  veltiges  of  an  ancient  reeuUr 
drama.  Thefe  pieces  are  called,  The  Cottoning  of  Prize ;  The  Marriage  API  •  The  Ser- 
vnts  J  trapg  their  Lord  at  Table-,  The  filing  or  thickening  of  Clot*,  and  Sir  Sop  or  S:r 

S'.pZK, 
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form  is  extant  in  the  Irifh  language*, 
nor  even  alluded  to  by  any  of  our 
ancient  writers.  So  that  if  the  ftage 
ever  extfted  in  Ireland  previous  to 
the  middle  ages,  like  the  “  bafelels 
“  fabric  of  a  vilion”  it  has  melted 
into  air,  leaving  not  a  trace  behind. 

Yet  in  the  dances  of  the  vulgar 
Irifh  we  mdy  diicover  the  features 
of  a  rude  ballet,  performed  in  ho¬ 
nor  of  feme  pagan  deity,  and  ac¬ 
companied,  it  may  be  prefumed, 
by  hy tunick  verfes  $  and  in  an  an¬ 


cient  defeription  of  Tamer  Half* 

??1gbed6b,  or  royal 

mimics  or  comedians,  are  exprelsly 
mentioned  fa  All  this,  however, 
only  lei  ves  to  open  a  field  to  conjec¬ 
ture,  affording  no  pofitive  proof  of 
the  exigence  of  a  ftage  ar*uongfb  the 
early  1  rifh 

We  will  then  proceed  to  that  pe¬ 
riod  in  which  Irifh  hiftory  firft  in¬ 
troduces  the  dramatic  mufe,  ming¬ 
ling  the  waters  ol  Jordan  and  Heli¬ 
con  J 

That 


Sopin,  the  Knight  of  Straw.  The  deftgn  of  the  lad  is  evidently  to  hold  up  to  ridicule 
the  Engliili  character,  and  cannot  therefore  be  a  production  of  high  ntquity.  I  will 
here  give  a  fhort  analyfts  of  this  piece.  The  principal  character^,  are  an  Irifh  chieftain* 
who  always  takes  his  title  from  the  Iriffi  family  of  mod  confequence  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  place  where  the  play  is  exhibited  ;  and  an  Englifh  chieftain,  deno* 
minated  Sir  Sop  or  Sir  Sopin.  Sir  Sop  is  dreffed  in  draw,  with  a  clogad  or  helmet 
of  the  fame  materials  on  his  head  *  but  the  Irifh  chieftain,  who  is  the  favourite  hero, 
is  clad  in  the  belt  clothes  that  the  wardrobes  of  his  ruftic  audience  can  afford.  When 
thofe  characters  appear  on  the  ltage,  they  are  ffparately  attended  by  inferior  officers 
and  fervants,  who,  like  the  ancient  Greek  chorus,  (land  at  a  refpeClful  distance, 
while  the  chieftains  converfe.  Sometimes  the  chief  officers  are  allowed  to  take  a 
part  in  the  dialogue.  With  the  drift  of  the  plot  I  am  not  perfectly  acquainted,  but 
know  that  the  catadrophe  is  brought  about  by  an  altercation  which  arifes  between 
our  two  heroes,  and  terminates  in  Tingle  combat.  In  this  combat  Sir  Sopin  wounds 
his  adverfary,  who  falls,  2nd  a  furgeon  appears  to  examine  the  wound.  Regaining 
his  fliength  the  Irifh  chieftain  retires,  followed  by  Sir  Sopin.  Soon  after  they  enter 
again,  and  renewing  the  combat,  Sir  Sopin  receives  a  mortal  wound,  and  is  borne 
off  the  (fage.  The  Irifh  chie'tain  having  thus  gained  the  field,  brandifhes  his  fword 
and  flrides  exult  ngly  acrofs  the  dage.  Then  paufmg  a  while,  he  addreffes  himfelf 
to  heaven,  offering  thanks  for  his  vi&ory.  This  done,  the  curtain  falls.-— »The  dia¬ 
logue  is  extremely  humorous,  and  interlperfed  with  (obloquies,  fongs,  and  dances. 

*  Mr.  Macpherfon  has  indeed  given,  as  a  tranflation  from  our  Ofin,  a  little  dra¬ 
matic  poem  called  Comala,  of  which  the  Abbate  Cessarotti,  his  elegant  Italian 
tranflator,  thus  fpeaks ;  “  La  fua  picciolezza  non  pregiudica  alia  regularity.  Si 
44  ravvifano  in  effa  tutfci  i  lineament!  a  1*  proporzioni  della  tragedia.  C’  c  il  fua 

44  picciolo  viluppo,  i  luoi  colpi  di  teatro,  e  la  fua  cataftrofe  inafpettata ;  gran  variety 

45  dv  affetti,  flile  femplice  e  paffionato :  in  fomma  queft*  poefia  ha  quelle  virth  che 
44  fi  ammirano  tanto  nei  Grech”  Psejie  di  OJjia »,  tom.  I.  page  18 1.  But  as  the 
original  of  this  poem  has  never  been  p  oduced  to  ihe  public,  we  cannot  fately  num* 
her  it  with  the  productions  of  our  immortal  bard. 

•f*  Collett.  de  Reb.  Hib.  voh  iii.  page  531. 

ij  Perhaps  I  fliouid  have  commenced  the  h  ftory  ©f  the  Irifh  dage  with  the  rife  of 
the  mummers  in  Ireland.  44  The  mummers  (fays  Dons  ley)  as  bad  as  they  were, 
44  Teem  to  be  the  true  original  comedians  of  England. *’  Collett .  of  Old  Pl*ys,  vol.  i. 
pref.  But  the  flage  rather  fprang  from,  than  commenced  with  the  mummers.  Here 
I  will  take  leave  to  obferve,  that,  at  this  day,  the  dialogue  of  the  Irifh  mummers  in 
general  (for  1  have  collected  it  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom)  bears  a  drift  re- 

femblance, 
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That  the  Irifti  clergy,  as  well  as 
their  brethren  in  England,  occafi- 
onally  exhibited  myfteries  and  mo¬ 
ralities  previous  to  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII  *,  may  be  falely  in¬ 
terred  from  the  following  record 
prefer ved  amongfl  the  MSS,  of  Ro¬ 
bert  Ware. 

<c  Thomas  Fitz-Gerald,  earl  of 
“  Kildare,  and  lord  lieutenant  ot 
“  J reland  in  the  year  1  5 28,  was  in- 
“  vit'ed  to  a  new  play  every  day  in 
u  Chriftmas,  Arland  Uilier  being 
u  then  mayor,  and  Francis  Herbert 
“  and  John  Squire,  bailiffs,  wherein 
<{  the  taylors  adted  the  part  of 
“  Adam  and  Eve  ;  the  fhoemakers 
£‘  reprefented  the  ftory  of  Crifpin 
“  and  Crifpianus  ;  the  vintners  a<ft- 
“  ed  Bacchus  and  his  ftory  ;  the 

carpenters  that  of  Jofeph  and 
“  Mary  ;  Vulcan,  and  what  related 
“  to  him,  was  a£ted  by  the  fiiiiths; 
u  and  the  comedy  of  Ceres,  the 
“  go  chiefs  of  corn,  by  the  bakers. 
“  Their  ftage  was  eredled  on  Hog- 
“  gin-green  (now  called  College- 
“  green)  and  on  it  the  priors  of  St. 
“  J  ohn  of  Jerufalem,  of  the  blefled 
“  Trinity,  andof  All-hallows, cauf- 
“  ed  two  plays  to  be  acted,  the 


“  one  reprefenting  the  paflion  of 
“  our  Saviour,  and  the  other  the 
“  feveral  deaths  which  the  apof- 
**  ties  fuffered.,>  From  this  record 
(whichis  the  firft  exprefs  mention 
that  has  occurred  to  me  ol  the  re- 
prefentation  of  myfteries  and  mora¬ 
lities  in  Ireland)  it  fhould  feem,  that 
it  was  cuftomary  with  the  chief  ina- 
giftrates  of  Dublin  to  invite  the  lord 
lieutenant  to  a  new  play  every  day 
in  Chriftmas  t  ;  and  therefore,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  it  may  be 
inferred,  that  dramatic  entertain¬ 
ments  were  exhibited  in  Ireland  be¬ 
fore  this  period.  But  it  was  not 
only  to  amufe  the  chief  governor 
that  myfteries  and  moralities  were 
performed  in  Dublin :  they  were  got 
up  (to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  the 
modern  theatre)  on  every  joyful  oc- 
cafton.  In  a  MS.  in  the  library  of 
T  rinity  College,  Dublin,  it  is  relat¬ 
ed,  “  that  in  an  expedition  made 
“  againft  James  Mac-Connell,  by 
“  the  lord  deputy  Suftex  in  is 57. 
“  he  was  attended  by  John  Uilier, 
“  captain,  and  Patrick  Bulkeley, 
“  petiy-captain,  with  lixty  of  the 
“  city  trained-bands  ;  and  upon 
«  their  return  the  Six  Wok- 


lembiance,  in  point  of  matter,  with  a  fpecimen  of  the  dialogue  of  the  Englifh  mum¬ 
mers  in  the  reign  of  Eviward  III.  Which  Mr.  Ritson  has  happily  refeued  from 
oblivion.  See  Retn.  on  the  text ,  and  left  edit,  of  Shakeipear .  It  is  alio  dcfciving  of 
oblervation,  that  our  mummers  are  always  accompanied  by  a  buffoon,  w  hofe  drefs 
and  antic  manners  anfwcr  the  defeription  of  the  Vice  of  the  old  Englifh  comedies, 
the  precurfor  of  the  modern  Punch.  This  charader  likewife  appears  in  the  pageant 
with  which  the  Irifh  ruilics  celebrate  the  firft  ot  May. 

*  Although  the  elaHical  names  of  Comedy  and  Tragedy  did  not  obtain  in  England 
till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  (Ice  Percy’s  Reliq.  of  Anc.  Eng.  Poet.  vol.  i.  p.  157.) 
yet  Sir  James  Ware,  fpeaking  of  the  rejoicings  that  followed  the  piodaiming  Henry 
king  of  Ireland,  enumerates  comedies  with  the  amulemcnts  on  that  occafion. — < 
*'i  EpulaSj  Conioedias ,  et  certamina  lodicra,  qua:  feouebantor,  quid  attinet  dicert  ?’* 
But  Sir  James,  little  Ikilled  in  polite  literature,  has  probably  dignified  the  rude  Mo¬ 
ralities  oi  our  aneeftors  with  the  appellation  of  Comedies. 

'T  I  have  been  informed,  that  it  was  alfo  formerly  cuftomary  with  the  feveral  cor¬ 
porations  of  Dublin  to  invite  the  chief  governor  to  a  play  at  St.  Georgs’#  Chapel,  ou 
the  anniverfaries  of  their  patron  faint?* 
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thi es  was  played  by  the  city, 
ct  and  the  mayor  gave  the  public  a 
44  goodly  entertainment  upon  the 
44  occafion,  found  four  trumpeters 
*4  horfes  for  the  folemnity,  and  gave 
<4  them  twenty  fhillingsin  money.” 

Although  it  may  be  prefumed, 
that  thefe  exhibitions,  as  well  as 
thofe  in  England  at  the  fame  period, 
were  conduced  by  the  church,  yet 
we  find,  not  only  from  the  pailages 
above  quoted,  but  from  the  foi- 
ing  entries  in  the  Chain-Book  of 
Dublin,  that  the  corporationsufuaily 
fupplied  performers:  it  alfo  appears 
from  thofe  entries,  that  the  drefles, 
fcenery,  and  machinery,  were  like- 
wife  fupplied  by  the  city, 

44  It  was  ordered,  in  maintenance 
* 44  of  the  pageant  of  St.  George,  that 
44  the  mayor  of  the  foregoing  year 
44  lliould  find  the  emperor  and  em- 
“  prefs  with  their  train  and  follow- 
(i  ers,  well  apparelled  and  accou- 
“  tered  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  emperor 
44  attended  with  two  do&ors,  and 
44  the  emprefs  with  two  knights, 
44  and  two  maidens  richly  apparel- 
44  led  to  bear  up  the  train  of  her 
44  gown.” 

“  Item,  adly.  The  mayor  for  the 
44  time  being  was  to  find  St.  George 
“  a  horle,  and  the  wardens  to  pay 
44  js.  /jfd.  for  his  wages  that  day  : 
44  the  bailiffs  for  the  time  being 
44  were  to  find  four  horfes,  with  men 
“  mounted  on  them  well  apparelled, 
44  to  bear  the  pole-axe,  the  ftandard, 
44  and  the  feveral  (words  of  the  eni- 
64  peror  and  St.  George  ” 

“  Item,  3dly.  The  elder  mailer 
of  the  guild  was  to  find  a  maiden 
well  attired  to  lead  the  dragon, 
e‘  and  the  clerk  of  the  market  was 
to  find  a  golden  line  for  the  dra- 
gon.” 

Item,  4,thIy..The  elder  warden 


was  to  find  for  St.  George  four 
trumpets}  but  St.  George  himfelf 
44  was  to  pay  their  wages.” 

44  Item,  5 thly .  The  younger  war- 
44  den  was  obliged  to  find  the  king 
44  of  Dele,  and  the  quaen  of  Dele,  as 
44  alfo  two  knights  to  lead  the  queen 
44  of  Dele,  and  two  maidens  to  bear 
44  the  train  of  her  gown,  all  being 
“  entirely  clad  in  black  apparel. 
44  Moreover,  he  was  to  caufe  St. 
64  George’s  chapel  to  be  well  hung 
4‘  in  black,  and  completely  appa* 
44  relied  to  every  purpofe,  and  was 
44  to  provide  it  with  cufliions,  rufih.es, 
c‘  and  other  necefiaries  for  the  fef- 
48  tivity  of  that  day.” 

My  record  proceeds 44  No  lefs 
“  was  the  preparation  of  pageants 
“  lor  the  procefllon  of  Corpus 
“  Chrifti  day  j  on  which, 

“  The  glovers  were  to  represent 
u  Adam  and  Eve,  with  an  angel 
44  bearing  a  (word  before  them.” 

“  The  corrifees  (perhaps  curri- 
(t  ers)  were  to  reprefem  Cain  and 
“  Abe!,  with  an  altar,  and  their  of- 
“  feting,” 

44  Alariners  and  vinters,  Noah, 
u  and  the  perfons  in  his  ark,  appa- 
“  relied  in  the  habits  of  carpenters 
44  and  falmon-takers.” 

44  The  weavers  perfonated  Abra- 
44  ham  and  Ifaac,  with  their  olfer- 
44  ing  and  altar.” 

44  The  fmiths  reprefented  Phara- 
44  oh,  with  his  hoft.” 

4‘  The  fkinners,  the  camel  with 
44  the  children  of  Ifrael.” 

“  The  gold  fmiths  were  to  find 
44  the  king  of  Cullen.” 

44  The  hoopers  were  to  find  the 
44  fhepherds  with  an  angel  finging, 
44  Gloria  in  exceljis  Deo." 

44  Corpus  Chrifti  guild  was  to 
44  find  Chrift  in  his  paflion,  with 
44  the  Marys  and  Angels. 
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“  The  taylors  were  to  find  Pilate  on  the  ftage'  The  piety  of  John 
with  his  fdlowfhip,  and  his  wife  Bale  %  (then  Bifhop  of  Oflory)  tak- 
**  cloathed  accordingly. ”  ing  the  alarm,  he  arofe,  like  another 

“  f  he  barbers* * * §  Anna  and  Caia- .  Collier,  to  preferve  the  mirror  of 
“  phas.”  nature  from  being  fullied.  To  ef- 

“  The  fifliers,  the  apoftles.”  feft  this,  inflead  of  employing  his 
“  I  he  merchants,  the  prophets.”  favourite  inftrument  of  inve6tive,  he 
“  And  the  butchers,  the  tormen-  wrote  fome  dramatic  pieces,  incul- 
tors  *.*’  eating  morality,  and  breathing  the 

All  thefe  pageants  moved  in  fo-  fpiric  of  the  gofpel.  Two  of  thofe 
lemn  procelfion  to  St.  George’s  cha-  pieces — namely  God’s  Promises, 
pel,  the  feene  of  their  dramatic  ex-  and  Johtj  Babtist — were  afted 
hibitions  f.  by  young  men  at  the  market  crofs 

Grave  as  the  fubje&s,  in  general,  in  Kilkenny,  on  a  Sunday,  in  the 
of  thofe  exhibitions  appear  to  have  year  1552  §. 
been,  it  is  probable  that  the  blan*  In  order  to  convey  an  idea  of  the 
difhments  of  the  comic  mufe  fome-  tendency  of  thofe  pieces,  and  of  the 
times  lured  their  authors  into  the  rude  ftate  of  the  drama  at  this  time, 
walks  of  wit  and  humour.  Here  I  fhall  here  tranferibe  the  argument 
indeed  they  might  have  ranged  of  God’s  Promises  ||,  as  fuppofed 
without  offence  :  but  not  content  to  to  be  delivered  by  the  author  in  per- 
excite  innocent  mirth,  they  intro-  fon. 
duced  profanenels  and  immorality 

*  The  memory  of  thofe  pageants  continued  to  be  preferved  In  the  franchifes  that 
were  rode  triennally  in  Dublin  till  the  year  1772,  when  they  were  abolifhed  by  the 
lord  mayor’s  proclamation. 

f*  This  chapel  flood  in  St.  GeorgeVlane  (now  St.  George’s-ftreet,  South) 
Whence  it  derives  its  name.  Not  a  trace  of  the  building  remains.  Stawwihurst 
fuppofcS  it  had  been  founded  by  fome  worthy  knight  of  the  gai  ter,  and  thus  laments 
its  tate  :  “  Th  s  chappell  hath  beene  of  late  razed,  and  the  Bones  thereof,  by  con- 
“  fent  of  the  aflemblie,  turned  to  a  common  oven,  converting  the  ancient  monument 
u  a  doutie,  adventurous  and  holie  knight,  to  the  eolerake  fweeping  of  a  pufloafe 
“  baker.”  Dejc.  of  Irel.  in  HoliNshed’s  Chron.  page  23. 

J  Bale  was  a  verfatile  genius.  Btfides  God's  Promijes ,  and  John  Baptij ?*  he  wrote 
fcveral  other  dramatic  pieces,  fome  of  which  Bill  remain  inedited.  He  ailo  engaged 
in  controversy,  but  with  fo  much  acrimony,  that  he  has  been  called  bilious  Bale'.  But 
literary  hiBory  was  his  favourite  purfuit.  When  Bale’s  dramatic  and  controverful 
writings  fhall  be  forgotten,  poBerity  wiil  continue  t©  admire  the  author  of  Scriptorum 
illujlrium  majoris  Britannia  quam  Angli&m  et  Scotam  •vocat  Catalcgus .  See  Dods- 
ley  s  Collect .  of  Old  Plays,  2d  edit.  vol.  i.  and  Wharton’s  Hijl .  of  Eng,  PoeU 
Vol.  iii.  » 

§  See  Collet: 1.  de  Rebus  Hib.  vol.  ii.  p.  388. 

|j  in  this  piece,  which  w-as  written  chiefly  to  vindicate  the  dodtrine  of  grace, 
againfl  fuch  as  held  the  dobhine  of  free-will  and  the  merit  of  wotks,  Adam,  Abra¬ 
ham,  Noah,  Moles,  Ilaiah,  David,  and  John  the  Baptift,  ar«  aid  introduced  on  ths 
ftage  with  the  A j  c hty  ! 
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B  A  L  E  U  S  prolocutor. 

c‘  If  profyght  maye  growe,  mod  Chriften  audyence, 

44  By  knowlege  of  thynges  Which  are  but  tranfytorye, 

“  And  here  for  a  tyme  :  Of  moch  more  congruence, 

44  Advantage  myght  fpringe,  by  the  ferche  of  caufes  heavenlye, 
44  As  thofe  matters  are, \  that  the  gofpell  fpecyfye. 

44  Without  whofe  knowledge  no  man  to  the  truthe  can  come, 

44  Nor  ever  atteyne  to  the  lyfe  perpetual!, ” 

“  For  he  that  knoweth  not  the  lyvynge  God  eternall, 

44  The  Father,  the  Sonne,  and  alfo  the  Holye  Ghoft. 

44  And  what  Chrift  buffered  for  redempcyon  of  us  all, 

44  What  he  commaunded,  and  taught  in  every  cooft, 

44  And  what  he  forbode,  That  man  mull:  nedes  be. loft, 

“  And  cleane  fecluded,  from  the  faythlull  chofen  forte, 

44  In  the  heavens  above,  to  hys  moft  hygh  dyfeonforte.” 

44  You  therfor  (good  fryndes)  I  lovyngely  exhort',  1 
(!  To  waye  foche  matters,  as  wyll  be  uttered  here, 

44  Of  whom  ye  maye  loke  to  have  no  tryfeling  fpoi  te 

In  fantafyes  fayned,  not  foche  lyke  gaudyfh  gere, 

41  But  the  thyngs  that  fihall  your  inwarde  ftomake  chear, 

“  To  rejoyce  in  God  for  your  juftyfycacyon. 

44  And  alone  in  Chrift  to  hope  for  your  falvacyon. 


44  Yea,  firft  ye  iliail  have  the  eternal  generacyon 
“  Of  Cliiift,  like  as  'Johan  in  hys  .  firft  chaptre  wryght, 

“  And  confequently  of  man  the  firft  creacyon, 

44  The  abufe  and  fall,  through  hys  firft  overfyght, 

44  And  the  rayfie  agayne,  through  God’s  hygh  grace  and  myght: 
44  By  promyfes  firft,  whych  fhall  be  declared  all, 

44  Then  by  hys  owne  Sonne,  the  worker  pryncypa!L,> 

After  that  Adam  bywayleth  here  hys  fall, 

44  God  wyll  ftiewe  mercye  to  every  generacyon, 

“  Aud  to  hys  kingedom,  of  hys  great  goodnefte  call 
44  Hys  elected  fpoule,  or  faythfull  congregacyon, 

44  As  here  lliall  apere  by  open  proteftacyon, 

4t  Which  from  Chrifte's  birthe  fhall  to  hys  death  conclude, 

They  come  that  thereof  wyll  fhewe  the  certytude.” 


Regardlds,  however,  of  the  bi- 
fhop’s  ftrenuous  oppofition  to  the 
fufterance  of  profanenefs  on  the  ftage, 
it  fhould  feem  from  an  a£t  palled  in 
the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Eli¬ 


zabeth,  that  the  comic  mufe  ftiil 
prefumed  to  fport  with  the  holy 
word,  directing  her  wit  againft  the 
liturgy  of  the  newly-eftablifhed 
church.  By  this  a£t  (which  is  inti-r 

tuled, 


/ 
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tuled,  an  Act  for  the  unifor- 
m it i  e  of  Common  Prayer  and 
Service  in  the  Church,  and 

THE  ADMINISTRATION  OK  THE 

Sacraments)  “  it  is  oideyned  and 
44  enabled,  that  if  any  perfon  or 
“  pei Tons  *  whatsoever,  after  the 
44  feaft  of  St.  John  Baptift,  iliall  in 
44  any  enter ludes,  p/ayes,  fongs,  rimes, 
44  or  by  other  open  words,  declare 
44  or  lpeake  any  thing  in  derogation, 
“  depraving  or  defpifmg  of  the 
44  fame  booke,  or  of  any  thing  there- 
44  in  conteyned,  or  any  part  thereof, 
44  fhall  forfeit  to  the  queene  our  fo- 
44  veraigne  lady,  her  heyres  and 
44  fucceffors,  for  the  firft  offence  an 
44  hundred  markes ;  and  if  any  per- 
44  Ion  or  perfons  being  once  conviCt 
44  of  any  fuch  offence,  eftloones 
44  offend  againfl  any  of  the  taid  re* 
44  cited  offences,  and  fliall  in  forme 
44  aforefaid  be  thereof  lawfully  con- 
44  vicf,  that  then  the  fame  perfon  fo 
44  offending  and  conviCt,  fliall  for  the 
“  fecond  offenceforfeit  tothequeene 
44  our  foveraigne  lady,  her  heyres 
“  and  fucceffors,  four  hundred 
“  marks ;  and  if  any  perfon  after 
“  he  ir.  forme  aforefaid,  fliall  have 
44  been  twife  convifl  ot  any  offence, 
44  concerning  any  of  the  lalt  recited 
44  offences,  Thall  offend  the  third 
“  time,  and  be  thereof  in  forme 
44  aforefaid  lawfully  convift,  that 
44  then  every  perfon  fo  offending 
44  and  convidt,  fliall  for  his  third 
44  offence  forfeit  to  our  foveraigne 
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44  lady  the  queene,  all  his  goods 
44  and  cattels,  and  fhall  fuffer  ini* 
44  prifonment  during  his  life.” 

From  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  to 
that  of  Charles  I.  a  dark  cloud  ob- 
fcuies  the  hitfory  of  the  Irifh  ftage. 
Yet  dramatic  exhibitions  had  not 
ceafed ;  for  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  an 
a£t  was  palled  for  the  erecting 

OF  HOUSES  OF  CORRECTION, 
‘AND  FOR  THE  PUNISHMENT  OF 
ROGUES,  VAGABONDS,  STURDY 
BEGGARS,  AAD  OTHER  LEWD 

and  idle  persons,  in  which  all 
juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  different, 
counties  wherein  they  might  be 
found,  are  directed  to  fend  to  the 
houfes  of  correction  all  fencers, 
bear- war des,  common  players  of  en - 
terludes,  and  minflrels  wandering 
abroad.  So  that  we  may  hence  con¬ 
clude,  the  ftage  had  not  only  con¬ 
tinued  its  amutements,  but,  unawed 
by  the  puritanical  fpirit  of  the  times, 
had  become  licentious.  However, 
though  coercive  meafures  were  thus 
taken  by  parliament  to  filence  the 
ftage,  it  was  countenanced  by  the 
court.  About  this  time,  a  mafter  of 
the  revels  f  was  placed  on  the  efta- 
bliftiment,  and  under  his  direction  a 
theatre  was  ereCled  (1635)  in  Wer- 
burgh-ftreet,  Dublin,  whither  were 
invited  all  the  itinerant  players  of 
diftinguiflied merit,  who  had  former¬ 
ly  been  neceftitated  to  ftrole  from 
booth  tobooth  in  the  principal  towns 


*  The  pei Tons  alluded  to  in  this  aCt  were  probably  tbsfe  certain  perfons  noticed 
by  Sp  EWstR,  vtbofe  proper  function  it  *waSy  to  ling  at  all  feafts  and  meetings,  in  his 
time,  the  productions  oF  the  Irifh  bards.  See  Ifiew  of  the  State  of  Ireland ,  and  Hijl, 
Mem.  of  the  Irtfb  Bards ,  p.  143. 

-f-  John  Ogilby,  well  known  by  his  trandation  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  was  the 
firft  perlon  appointed  to  the  office  of  mafter  ot  the  revels  in  Ireland.  Umiei  his  di¬ 
rection,  and  at  his  expence,  the  theatre  in  Werburgh-ftreet  was  ereCted  According 
to  Harris,  this  theatre  colt  two  thouUnd  pounds.  See  Ware’s  Works,  voh  ii. 
p.  351,  where  all  the  extraordinary  viciffitude#  of  Ogilby’s  hie  are  circurnftantian j 
related.  ' 
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and  cities,  and  to  wander  from  hall 
to  hall  amongft  the  rural  manfions 
of  the  gentry  and  nobility. 

It  is  very  probable  that  previous 
to  the  period  now  under  confidera- 
tion,  dramatic  entertainments  were 
not  numbered  with  the  elegant 
amufements  of  the  court ;  though 
Mr.  Chetwood  afferts,on  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  a  wax  chandler’s  bill,  that 
GoRBUDUc,and  feveral  other  plays, 
had  been  performed  in  the  caftle  ©f 
Dublin,  during  the  adminiftration  of 
Blount,  lord  Mountjoy,  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth* * * §.  Now,  had  there 
really  been  fuch  exhibitions,  the 
expences  would  certainly  have  been 
defrayed  by  an  order  of  the  lord 
deputy  or  privy  council,  on  the  de¬ 
puty  vice  treafurer  ;  yet  no  fuch 
order  appears  either  in  the  treafury 
office,  or  in  the  archives  of  the 
office  of  the  auditor  general— at 
leaft,  if  fuch  an  order  does  exift,  it 
has  efcaped  my  refearches. 

The  theatre  in  Werburgh-ftreet 


continued  to  be  opened,  occafiorr 
ally,  under  the  fandion  of  govern¬ 
ment,  till  the  year  1641,  when  it 
clofed  for  ever  f. 

From  Werburgh-ftreet  the  fcene 
of  the  drama  was  ihifted  to  Orange- 
ftreet  (now  Smock-alley)  in  1661. 
But  during  the  civil  wars  that  loon 
after  broke  out,  the  whole  company 
were  difperfed  ;  fo  that  when  the 
people  of  Dublin,  on  the  defeat  of 
king  James’s  army,  at  the  battle  of 
the  Boyne,  amongft  other  exprefliong 
of  joy,  fays  Cibber,  had  a  mind  to 
have  a  play,  they  could  find  no 
actor  to  aflift,  and  fome  private 
perfons  agreed  to  give  one,  at  their 
own  expenfe,  to  the  public  at  the 
theatre^. 

From  this  time  every  event  of  the 
Irifh  ftage  has  been  fo  faithfully  and 
fo  minutely  recorded,  that  nothing 
is  left  for  me  to  add  to  its  biftory 
Here,  therefore,  I  fhall  diftnifs  the 
fubjed. 

JOSEPH  C.  WALKER.’* 


*  Gen.  Hijl.  of  the  Stage,  page  gr. 

f  The  latt  play  performed  at  this  theatre  was  Lanigartba ,  a  tragi-comedy,  written 
by  Henry  Burnel,  Efq;  of  whom  I  have  only  been  able  to  learn,  that  he  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  flourished  about  the  dole  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 

I  ApoMgy,  page  136. 

§  See  Cibber’s  Apology-,  Chitwood’s  Gen.  Hijf .  of  the  Stagey  Victor*? 
Bijl.  of  the  Stagey  Davits  life  tf  Gar  risk and  Hitchcock’s  tievt  of  the  Irtjh 
Stage, 
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Miscellaneous  Essays, 


On  the  Art  of  Pleafing  ~-~From  the 
Eftays  of  the  Marquis  D’Argen- 
i*o  n. 

“A  /TONCRIF,  who  is  *  at- 
J_Vi  tached  to  my  brother, 
came  to  communicate  to  me  his  pro¬ 
ject  of  printing  a  book,  intituled  : 
De  la  necefjilc  et  des  moyens  de  plaire, 
44  My  dear  Moncrif,”  faid  I  to 
him,  “  nothing  is  fo  eafy  as  to  treat 
“  upon  the  firft  head  of  thy  dif- 
“  courfe  ;  all  the  world  feels  it  - 
“  all  the  world  has  a  defire  to  pleafe, 
“  but  the  means  are  extremely  dif- 
“  ficult  to  be  found  ;  it  is  a  diffi- 
“  cult,  and  very  delicate  matter  to 
4<  indicate  the  true  ones ;  they  de- 
il  pend  upon  a  great  number  of 
“  circumftances,  which  make  them 
“  vary  ad  infinitum From  this  I 
entered  with  him  into  particulars, 
of  which  1  have  fince  committed  a 
part  to  paper.  After  hearkening 
to  me  attentively,  “  Sir,”  anfwered 
he^  humbly,  “  1  will  make  ufe  of  the 
“  fage  refle&ions  you  have  juft 
“communicated  to  me ;  but  the 
“  plan  of  my  work  is  not  laid  ex- 
“  aCtly  in  the  manner  you  propofe.” 
— r'*  Thy  work  !  is  it  already  fi- 
“  niflied  ?”  replied  I.  “  Yes,  Sir, 
41  it  is  in  'the  prels.”  In  fa<5t,  in  a 
very  little  time  afterwards,  he 
brought  it  to  me,  printed  and  well 
bound  :  I  have  read  it,  and  this 
reading  has  recalled  to  my  mind 


what  a  man  of  wit,  a  friend  of  mine, 
once  faid  to  me,  as  we  were  walking 
in  a  great  library,  where  there  were 
a  multitude  of  books  upon  fpecula- 
tive  philofophy,  metaphyfics,  and 
morality:  44  Here  are  ft'  faid  ^he, 
“  ihoujands  of  volumes,  of  which  the 
44  greateil  number  ought  to  be  [up- 
44  prejfed,  and  the  reft  nezv  modelled  ft' 
— that  of  Moncrif  is  fo  much  more 
of  the  latter  defcription,  on  account 
of  its  being  very  unanimatedly 
written  ;  it  is,  therefore,  tirefome, 
although  a  finall  volume ;  he  fi- 
nifhes  with  fairy  tales,  above  the 
capacity  of  children,  and  not  inte- 
refting  enough  to  men. 

Moncrif  laid  himfelf  that  the  mar¬ 
vellous  could  not  be  agreeable,  but 
by  the  manner  of  reprefenting  it  ; 
that  otherwife  improbability  dif- 
gufted  and  fatigued.  His  tales  arc 
the  beft  proofs  of  this  truth. 

MoncriPs  mother  was  the  widow 
of  a  procureur ,  called  Paradis.  She 
was  a  woman  ot  wit,  and  "knew  how 
to  ufe  it  to  advantage,  and  to  bring 
up  two  childrens  which  her  hufband 
had  left  her;  By  the  protection  of 
my  brother  one  of  them  became  a 
fubaltetn  officer,  and,  at  length, 
commander  of  a  fmall  place  ;  the 
eldeft  had  the  greater  Ilia  re  of  his 
mother’s  affeftion,  who,  to  intro¬ 
duce  him  into  the  world,  made  the 
laft  efforts  to  cloath  him  well :  fbe 
fent  him  to  the  theatres,  to  the 


Theft  effays  were  written  in  1736)  but  not  pnblifhed  until  lately, 
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places  fet  apart,  for  the  mod  diftin- 
guifhed  people,  where  he  might 
make  ufeful  acquaintances.  Mon¬ 
crif,  following  his  mother’s  counfels, 
became  acquainted  with  me  and  my 
brother,  amongft  others.  This  has 
been  beneficial  to  him ;  our  rela¬ 
tions  were  in  place ;  my  brother 
made  him  his  private  ifiend  and  fe- 
cretary,  upon  the  mod  genteel  foot¬ 
ing:  fome  years  afterwards  he  at¬ 
tached  himfelf  to  the  Compte  de 
Clermont,  prince  of  the  blood,  and 
he  had  the  flattering  title  of  fecre- 
tary  to  his  commanderies  ;  he  had 
even  a  lift  of  vacant  benefices  de¬ 
pending  upon  thisprince-abby  ;  but 
ie  propoled  none  to  fill  them  but 
with  the  approbation  of  certain  wo¬ 
men  oi  the  opera.  He  quarrelled 
with  this  little  court ;  but  my  bro¬ 
ther  repaired  all  by  making  him 
reader  to  the  queen,  and  fecretary 
general  of  the  polls.  It  is  faid  he 
had  learned  to  fence,  and  that  he 
was  even  received  as  a  fencing  maf- 
ter  ;  what  makes  this  probable  is, 
that  when  Moncrif  became  reader 
to  the  queen,  and  confequently  at 
court,  his  age  was  enquired  after  .* 
his  friends  wished  to  prove  him  older 
than  he  appeared  to  be,  and  quoted 
the  epocha  of  his  reception  in  the 
corps  of  fencing-mafters.  M.  de 
M-Jurepas  would  allure  himfelf  of  it; 
and  having  had  occafion  to  read  the 
lift  of  the  members  of  tin’s  commu¬ 
nity,  who  prayed  a  renewal  of  their 
privileges,  he  found,  in  fact,  the 
name  of  Paradis  at  the  head.  He 
afked  the  Syndics  what  was  become 
of  this  mafter:  the  anfwer  was,  that 
he  had  disappeared  for  fome  time, 
and  confequently  renounced  the  pro- 
teflion.  The  m miller,  who,  as  every 
body  knows,  loves  a  little  waggery, 
related  this  anecdote  to  the  kin.*r. 
According  to  this  account;  Moncrif 
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was  eighty  years  of  age.  Lewis  XV. 
having  laughed  at  it  a  good  deal, 
finding  Moncrif  one  day  with  the 
queen,  faid  to  him,  Do  you  know* 
Moncrif \  that  there  are  people  who 
give  you  eighty  years  of  age  ?  Yes , 
Sire ,  anfwered  he,  but  l  do  not  take 
them.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  Moncrif  has  been  a  fenc- 
ing-mafter  ;  it  niufl  rather  have 
been  his  brother,  in  whom  his  mo¬ 
ther  pould  not  find  other  talents  for 
fociety  than  fencing,  which  is  not 
a  very  focial  one. 

I  return  to  Madame  Paradis. 
With  wit,  reading,  an  agreeable 
manner,  and  addrefs,  fhe  procured 
herfelf  a  good  income.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV. 
there  was  more  pretenfion  to  wit  in 
intrigues  than  at  prefent  :  it  was 
the  cuftom  to  write  gallant  notes, 
which  required  anlwers  of  the  fame 
kind,  and  the  ardour  of  the  cavalier 
was  judged  of  by  the  energy  of  the 
letters  which  he  got  fecretly  deli¬ 
vered  :  the  lover,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  calculated  his  hopes  according 
to  the  anfwer.  Madame  Paradis 
devoted  herlelf  to  the  epiftolary 
ftyle  ;  being  known  to  feveral  ladies 
of  the  gallant  court  of  Lewis  XIV. 
Hie  aftifted  them  with  her  pen  to 
make  agreeable  advances,  or  give 
tender  anfwers ;  and  this  was  no  real 
injury  to  her  fortune,  nor  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  her  fon.  Moncrif  ap¬ 
peared  to  inherit  the  talents  of  his 
mother.  My  brother  having  made 
a  journey  into  Touraine,  became 
intimately  and  particularly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  lady  of  this  pro¬ 
vince.  After  his  return  to  Paris, 
he  received  from  her  fome  letters  of 
gallantry,  to  which, in  politenefs,  he 
could  not  but  return  anfwers.  He 
charged  Moncrifto  write  them,  who 
acquitted  himfelf  like  a  worthy  fon 
f  oL 
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of  Madame  Paradis,  and  fpared  my 
brother  the  trouble  of  even  copying 
them.  But  the  molt  whimfical  con- 
fcquenceof  this  correfpondence  was, 
my  brother  having  become  minifter, 
and  the  young  lady  a  wife,  fhe  had 
occalion  to  write  about  lume  affair 
to  her  old  lover,  and  was  much 
furprized  at  not  finding,  in  his  an- 
fwers,  either  the  ftyle  of  the  letters 
file  had  preferved,  or  even  the  fame 
hand-writing  :  we  may  learn  by  this, 
that  minifters,  and  thofe  who  are  • 
defined  to  become  fo,  do  not  always 
do  that  of  themlelves,  from  which 
they  gain  the  moll  honour. 

As  I  faid  to  Moncrif,  there  is  no¬ 
body  but  is  convinced  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  pleafing,  and  who  has  not, 
more  or  lefs,  the  defire  of  doing  it  ; 
but  this  is  not  all ;  talents  are  more¬ 
over  neceflary.  Every  aCtor  upon 
a  theatre  carries  with  him  the  defire 
of  being  applauded  ;  yet  there  are  > 
many  who  come  off  with  being  huffed 
and  hooted.  To  fucceed,  two  kinds 
of  talents  are  neceffary  ;  thole 
which  nature  gives,  and  cannot 
otherwife  be  acquiied,  flature,  fi¬ 
gure,  and  an  agreeable  voice  ;  na¬ 
tural,  eafy,  *gay,  and  amiable  writ  ; 
thofe  who  poffefs  not  thefe  advan¬ 
tages,  flhould  procure  to  themlelves 
a  fictitious  amiability  ;  though  it  is 
never  worth  that  wdiich  is  real,  and 
what  may  properly  be  called  in¬ 
nate  :  but  ffill  it  is  of  fome  value  ; 
it  is  ffudied,  but  it  muff  appear  na¬ 
tural  ;  is  infenfibly  gained  by  habi¬ 
tude  ;  and  the  occupation  of  im¬ 
proving  acquired  advantages  be¬ 
comes  agreeable. 

The  defire  of  excelling  cannot 
be  too  much  concealed  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  what  ought  to-  be  molt  re- 
maiked,  or  fuppoied  in  you,  is  the 
defire  of  making  others  appear  to 
advantage.  AfteCticn,  or  at  lead 
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the  appearance  of  it ;  admiration, 
real  or  pretended  ;  flattery,  deli¬ 
cately  managed,  never  fail  to  fuc¬ 
ceed.  When  you  perceive  that  any 
particular  vice  is  difpleaiing,  affeCt 
the  oppofue  virtue.  This  contrad 
is  the  ait  of  pleafing  in  fociery, 
what  the  claro  obfeuro  is  in  paint¬ 
ing  ;  the  colouring  mull  be  height¬ 
ened  by  contrails  ;  the  colours 
mull  be  laid  on  thick,  and  the 
pencils  managed  with  delicacy. 
Good  nature,  fincerity,  and  com- 
plaifance,  muff  be  affeCted,  yet 
tinCtured  with  a  little  criticifm. 

A  fatirical  character  is  frightful 
and  difpleaiing  in  itfelf;  but,  as 
able  phyficians  transform  poifons 
into  remedies,  men  of  great  wit 
manage  criticifm  and  irony  fo  as  to 
amufe  fome  perfons,  aud  correct 
others,  without  faying  any  thing 
oflenfive ;  and  what  elfe  is  fable 
and  good  comedy  ? 

Let  us  acknowledge  that  we  drive 
not  to  pleafeothers  but  from  a  motive 
of  fell  love:  but  it  is  neceflary  to 
veil  it  fo  as  to  prevent  its  being  even 
fufpeCted.  Let  us  go  dill  further, and 
add,  that  we  mud  not  be  too  anxious 
about  people  whomwewifli  topleafe: 
they  are  embarrafled  by  being  fpo- 
ken  well  of  in  their  prefence  j  they 
would  often  prefer  being  criticifed, 
provided  it  did  not  exceed  what 
they  could  defend  with  advantage. 

Compliance  is  the  lad  fpring  to 
put  in  motion,  and  which  aCts  well 
in  fecret  only:  fuch  as  arc  known 
to  be  of  an  accommodating  charac¬ 
ter  are  iufpected  ;  we  are  inclined 
to  look  upon  them  as  deceitful,  and 
even  treacherous. 

We  eafily  perfuade  thofe  who  are 
in  affliction,  that  we  ourfelves  are 
affeCted  by  it,  becaufe  whoever  par¬ 
takes  of  trouble  cannot  befufpeCted 
of  intereded  views ;  but  nothing  is 

more 
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more  difficult  than  to  per'uade  thofe 
who  are  happy,  and  arrive  at  great 
employs,  that  we  rejoice  Jincerely  at 
their  good  fortune:  they  think,  and 
with  reafon,  that  we  {hon'd  trouble 
oorfefves  but  little  about  it,  if  our 
personal  intereft  were  not  concerned 
therein.  Men,  in  a  fubordinate  fi- 
tuation,  are  not  thanked  for  their 
eomplaifance  ;  it  is  looked  upon  as 
one  of  their  obligations  ;  it  is  even, 
fometimes,  by  this  they  get  their 
bread  ;  but  it  is  very  valuable  in 
faperiors,  provided  it  be  not  fuf- 
jte&ed  to  take  its  fource  from 
weaknefs  or  hmplicity. 

Indulgence  for  faults,  which  is 
founded  upon  indifference  only,  hu¬ 
miliates  him  who  experiences  it, 
and  renders  odious  the  perfon  by 
whom  it  is  exercifed, 

A  dildainlui  air,  a  contemptible 
tone,  make  great  men  hated  ;  but 
s  low  and  cringing  manner,  make 
litem  defpifed,  which  is  {fill  worfe. 
A  noble  poiitenefs  is  what  they 
fsnsght  to  be  amhitipus  of,  snd  which 
they' often  poffefs ;  but  that  which 
ik  ft  uallv  rare  and  precious  in  all 
ranks  is  equability.  Unhappily  its 
oppofite  is  not  difcovered  till  after 
s  certain  time  of  probation ;  we  are 
frequently  feduced  into  Prong  con¬ 
nexions,  before  we  di-fcover  that 
thofe  with  whom*  we  have  formed 
them  are  unworthy  of  our  efteem, 
•Ifcecaufe  they  have  lor  fome  time  rm- 
pofed  upon  themfelves  the  neceffity 
©f  pleafing  j  on  the  full  negleft, 
their  defeats,  and  mfupportahie  hu¬ 
mour  appear ;  the  beginning  of  the 
acquaintance  was  ferene  and  agree¬ 
able  ;  the  end  of  it  becomes  clouded, 
and  fometimes  tempehuous  ;  but 
when  an  engagement  is  formed,  life 
pafles  in  regretting  the  fir  ft  mo¬ 
ments  ;  they  return  but  feldom, 
and  it  is  necdfary  to  con  foie  our- 


felves  for  an  attachment  to  a  perfon 
of  a  capricious  and  unequal  cha¬ 
racter,  by  recollecting  the  agreeable 
moments  we  have  parked  together, 
and  by  enjoying  the  hope  of  find¬ 
ing  others  like  them. 

The  reflection  with  which  Mon- 
crif  finifhes  his  book,  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  nroft  fenfible  thing  in  it, 
and  is  as  follows:  A  man,  on 

entering  the  world,  fhould  expedt 
u  to  find  two  judges  of  all  his  ac~ 
“  tions-*-reafon,  and  fell-love,  or 
u  the  intereft  of  others.  The  fir  ft 
“  of  thefe  judges  is  always  equit- 
“  able  and  impartial ;  the  fecond 
‘4  fevere,  and  frequently  unjuft  j  it 
“  is  the  child  «rf  jealoufv  ;  let  us 
“  thrive  not  to  allure  it  :  this  is 
“  the  means  of  pleafing  and  fine- 
“  eeedingT 

I  have  related  in  a  few  pages,  all 
the  maxims  worth  quoting  from 
MoncriPs  book,  de  la  necejjitc  et  des 
moymsy  de  plaire ,  in  which  there  are 
three  hundred,” 


The  Fffedh  of  Love  on  different 
Characters,- — From  the  fame. 

AFTER  treating  in  this  vo¬ 
lume  of  fo  many  different 
matters  and  objects,  I  am  now  go¬ 
ing  to  fpeak  of  love  and  women : 
but  I  will  not  dwell  long  upon  ei¬ 
ther  of  them  ;  for  I  think,  like 
Madame  Cornuel,  who  laid.  We 
cannot  be  long  in  love,  without  do¬ 
ing  foolifh  things,  nor  fpeak  much 
of  it,  without  faying  filly  ones. 

It  is  difficult,  in  every  period  of 
life',  to  inlpire  a  real  paffion  :  but  it 
is  e'afy  to  make  molt  women  con¬ 
ceive  a  momentary  one :  many 
things  contribute  to  this :  a  fine 
figure  1  the  appearance  of  ftrength 
and  vigour  $  the  graces,  wit,  or  the 

reputation 
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Imputation  of  it ;  coinplaifance;  and, 
often,  a  decided  tone  and  light 
manners;  ambitious  ideas;  and, 
finally,  interefted  views.  With  fo 
many  refources,  it  is  almoft  impoff 
fible  that  every  one  fhould  not  find 
means  to  gratify  his  inclinations 
during  his  youth  ;  but,  in  a  riper 
age,  it  is  neceffary  to  fix  the  affec¬ 
tions.  If  we  will  not  renounce 
every  fpecies  of  gallantry,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  accuftom  ourlelves  early 
to  the  fweet  habitude  of  living  with 
one  whom  we  love  and  efteem;  with¬ 
out  which, we  fall  into  the  inoft  gloo¬ 
my  apathy,  or  infupportable  agita¬ 
tion.  The  habitude  of  which  I  fpeak, 
is  more  agreeable  and  folid,  when 
founded  upon  the  permanent  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  mind  ;  but  this  is  not 
fo  abfolutely  neceffary  as  not  to  be 
difpenfed  with.  It  is  certain  that 
the  cares  of  a  woman  are  always 
more  agreeable  to  an  old  man  than 
thofe  of  a  relation  or  friend  of  his 
own  fex  ;  it  fee  ms  to  be  the  wifh 
and  intention  of  nature  that  the  two 
lexes  fhould  live  and  die  together. 

We  become  infenfible  of  a  fettled 
habitude ;  and,  as  we  do  not  per¬ 
ceive  that  a  mid  refs  grows  old,  and 
becomes  lefs  handfome,  we  do  not 
obferve  that  her  way  of  thinking 
becomes  our  own,  and  our  reafon 
lubjefled  to  hers,  though  fcmetimes 
lefs  enlightened.  We  infenfibly 
lacrifice  our  fortune  to  her ;  and 
this  is  a  neceffary  confeqaence  of 
the  refignation.  we  have  made  of 
our  realon. 

Men  fometime^pafs  over  the  in¬ 
fidelities  of  women,  becaufc  they 
?re  not  perfectly  convinced  of  them , 
and  that  a  blind  confidence  is  a  ne- 
ceffaiy  confequence  of  their  foe  ac¬ 
tion  :  but  if,  unfortunately  they 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  them,  it 
i  impoflible  for  a  man,  fincerely 


attached  to  a  woman,  not  to  be  fuff 
ceptible  of  jealoufy.  1  his  jealouly 
takes  a  tinge  of  the  charaftet  of  the 
perlon  who  is  affc&ed  with  it.  The 
mild  man  becomes  afhided,  fulls 
ill,  and  dies  ;  if  a  lepentance,  which 
he  is  always  difpofed  to  believe  fin- 
cere,  dots  not  co mole  him  ;  the 
choleric  man  breaks  out  into  ra-e; 
and,  in  the  firft  moments,  it  is  not 
known  how  far  this  may  carry 
h:m ;  but  men  of  this  difpofition 
are  ioonefl  appealed,  and  moft  fre¬ 
quently  to  be  deceived. 

Pecrumary  imereti  ftould  never 
be  the  bans  of  an  amorous  connec- 
tion;  it  renders  it  ibameful,  or  at 
leait  iuipicious ;  money,  fays  Mon¬ 
taigne,  being  the  foffree  of  concu¬ 
binage.  But  when  a  tender  union 
is  well  formed;  intereft,  like  feoff¬ 
ment,  becomes  common;  every 
thing  is  natural;  and  there  is  bur 
one  fortune  for  two  fincere  lovers 
If  they  be  equally  Koneft,  and  h- 
capable  of  makmg  a  bad  ufe  of  it, 
tms  is  juft' and  natural  ;  but  fre¬ 
quently  the  complaifance  of  one 
makes  him  or  her  partake  too  much 

of  the  misfortunes  ana  errors  of  the 

other. 

Love  fhould  never  have  any  thin* 
to  do  with  affairs  ;  it  ougat 'to  live 
on  pleafures  only  :  but  bow  is  it 
.  pqilible  to  refift  the  folic  canons  of 
a  beloved  objetf,  who,  it  our  .,  he 

'JUfihx  J}01  t0  P**  icipate  iffaiffairs 
•  s,Vi“Ljx  mo  lias  not  prudence  or  cou¬ 
rage  enough  to  manage,,  yet  having 
*  v,*ys>  i0r  a  p:  ctext.  her  intereft 
m  your  reputation,  ,el.;.ire,  and 
happinefq  how  is  it  pcffible  to  refift 

an  amiah’e  w omn,  who  attacks 
vVitj  inch  weapons'? 

,  Some  ladies  have  a  real,  * 

o nr i o e d  n  .  tat i on  ;  t] . •  •  ■  q 

■‘Wh  is  pure  am  udfootwo.,  ;<  ,,  rf 

o.u  the  principles  0,  ... 
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fequently  the  only  genuine  one  j  it 
belongs  to  women  really  attached  to 
their  dutv,  and  who  have  never 
failed  in  the  lead  point  of  it,  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  had  the  good  fortune 
to  love  their  hufbsnds,  who  have 
returned  their  affection  ;  or  whe¬ 
ther,  by  an  effort  of  virtue,  they 
have  been  faithful  to  a  man  whom 
they  have  not  loved  nor  were  be¬ 
loved  by.  There  is  another  repu¬ 
tation,  unknown  to  religion,  which 
delicate  morality,  although  purely 
human,  does  not  admit,  but  which 
the  world,  more  indulgent,  will 
hornet imes  accept  as  good  ;  that 
founded  upon  the  good  choice  of 
lovers,  or  rather,  of  a  lover,  for 
multiplicity  is  always  indecent. 
We  are  foKdilpo!ed  to  think  that  each 
loves  his  likenefs,  that  we  judge  of 
the  character  of  men  and  women  by 
thofe  of  their  own  fex  with  whom 
they  have  formed  an  intimacy  ;  but 
infinitely  more  by  the  perions  for 
whom  they  conceive  a  ferious  at¬ 
tachment.  Many  a  man  of  wit  has 
eflablifiied  the  reputation  of  his 
mi  fire  fs,  without  composing  madri¬ 
gals  for  her,  but  by  making  known 
the  paflion  with  which  fhe  had  in- 
fpired  him  ;  many  a  woman  of  me¬ 
rit  has  created  or  eftablifhed  the 
reputation  of  him  whom  floe  has 
adopted  her  chevalier.  After  all, 
if  rs  more  dangerous  to  folicit  than 
to  decline  this  kind  of  reputation  ! 
it  happens  more  frequently  that  a 
man  lofes  himfelf  by  making  a  bad 
choice,  than  he  adds  to  his  fame  by 
making  a  good  one. 

If  the  public  are  indulgent  to  the 
attachments  of  fimple  individuals, 
they  are  much  more  fo  to  thofe  of 
kings,  and  people  in  place,  when 
they  think  them  real,  and  do  not 
fufpedt  in  them  either  ambition,  in¬ 
trigue,  or  motives  of  intereft.  Ali 


France  approved  of  the  love  of 
Charles  VII.  for  Agnes  Sorel,  bt- 
caufe  flie  had  the  courage  to  fay 
to  this  prince,  that,  unleft  he  reco¬ 
vered  his  kingdom,  he  was  not  wor¬ 
thy  of  her  affection.  The  Parifians 
applauded  the  love  of  Henry  IV. 
tor  La  Belle  Gubrielle ,  and  fung  with 
plea fu re  the  fongs  this  monarch 
made  for  her  ;  becaufe,  knowing 
her  to  be  handfome,  and  of  a  good 
difpofition,  they  imagined  die 
would  infpire  the  king  with  fenti- 
ments  of  benevolence. 

Never  did  a  woman  love  a  man 
more  fincerely  than  Madame  de  la 
Valliere  loved  Lewis  XIV,  She 
never  quitted  him  but  for  God 
aione;  and,  fweiled  with  vanity  as 
that  monarch  was,  he  could  not 
complain  of  this  rivality  ;  fo  much 
the  I  els,  as  the  Supreme  Being  had 
but  the  remains  of  the  heart  of  his 
rniftrefs,  and  perhaps  never  pof- 
fefted  it  entirely. 

I  have  heard  an  anecdote  of  Ma¬ 
dame  de  Valliere,  which  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  feen  in  print. 
This  lady  was  io  mod  eft,  and  had 
fo  little  ambition,  that  flie  had  never 
told  the  king  fhe  had  a  brother, 
much  lefs  had  fhe  ever  afked  any 
favoqr  for  him.  He  was  ftill  young, 
and  had  made  his  firlft  campaign 
among  the  cadets  of  the  king’s 
houfehold.  Lewis  XIV.  reviewing 
his  troops,  law  his  rniftrefs  ftnile  ia 
a  friendly  manner  at  a  young  man, 
who,  on  his  part,  bowed  to  her, 
with  an  air  of  familiarity.  In  the 
evening,  the  King  afked,  in  a  fe- 
vere  and  irritated  tone  of  voice, 
who  this  young  man  was.  Madame 
de  la  Valliere  was  at  firft  confufed, 
but  afterwards  told  his  Majefty  it 
was  her  brother.  The  King,  hav- 
ing  allured  himfelf  of  it,  conferred 
diitinguifhed  favours  upon  theyoung 

.  gentleman. 
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gentleman,  who  was  father  of  the 
firth  Duke  de  la  Valliere,  whofe  wi¬ 
dow  and  children  are  thill  alive. 

The  King’s  intrigue  with  Ma¬ 
dame  de  Montefpan,  was  not  of  a 
nature  to  be  approved  of  1©  much 
as  that  he  had  with  Madame  de  la 
Valliere  ;  yet  the  nation  did  not 
complain,  becaufe  it  was  thought 
the  love  of  this  lady  procured  the 
public  magnificent  feaths  and  ele¬ 
gant  amulements.  The  following 
verfes  were  a  good  deal  fung  at  that 
time  ; 

Ah!  quelle  eft  charmante 
Notre  aimable  cour  j 
Sons  le  mdme  tente 
On  voit  tour  z  tour. 

La  gloire  et  l’amour, 

Conquete  bril'.ante 
Et  fete  gallante 
Marqucnt  chaque  jour. 

On  the  contrary,  the  public  were 
a  good  deal  difgufted  with  the  a- 
mours  of  the  King  and  Madame  de 
Maintenon,  although  more  decent, 
and  that  a  fiecret  marriage  had  ren¬ 
dered  them  legitimate.  It  was  ob¬ 
served,  that  a  love,  conceived  when 
both  parties  were  in  years,  afforded 
a  ridiculous  fpedlacle  ;  moreover, 
Madame  de  Maintenon  meddled 
with  the  affairs  of  government  ; 
and  it  was  when  file  moft  interfered 
with  them,  that  things  fell  into  de¬ 
cline,  and  that  Lewis  XIV.  began 
to  experience  misfortunes,  which 
were  all  laid  to  her  charge. 

When  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans, 
who  was  regent,  fell  in  love  with 
Mademoifelle  de  Sery,  he  was  not 
cenfured  on  account  of  it.  The 
Duchefs  of  Orleans,  natural  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  King,  was  rather  beauti¬ 
ful,  but  fhe  was  not  amiable  ;  Ma* 
demoilelle  deSery,  on  the  contrary, 
was  very  much  fo.  She  had  a  fon, 
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anc  it  was  predicted  of  him  that  he 
would  one  day  become  Duke  of 
Dunois.  We  fee  him  at  prefent,  in 
Paris,  under  the  title  of  Chevalier 
d’Oi  leans,  Grand  Prior  of  France. 
He  has  not  fulfilled  what  was  ex¬ 
pected  of  him  ;  yet  he  has  wit,  and 
is,  in  many  refpects,  amiable. 

In  procels  oi  time  the  regent  fell 
into  iuchan  irregularity  of  conduct, 
that  the  public  were  fhocked  at  it. 
It  was  necefiary  for  him  to  have 
many  other  brilliant  and  eftimable 
qualities  to  be  pardoned  fo  great  a 
defeCt ;  but  people  were  fo  much 
difpofed  to  indulgence  for  him,  that 
his  affe£t:on  for  Madame  de  Parabere 
was  approved  of,  becaufe  it  was 
fuppofed  file  really  loved  him,  and 
that  he  loved  her,  although  he  was 
frequently  unfaithful  to  her. 

Exterior  decency  is  generally  ad¬ 
mired,  and  princes  and  men  of  dis¬ 
tinction  ought  to  do  nothing  to  dif- 
guft  the  public;  but,  right  or 
wrong,  it  is  but  too  true,  that  in 
the  end,  this  public  affurnes  the 
authority  of  cenfuring,  without  de¬ 
licacy,  every  fault :  woe  to  them 
who  are  the  firit  objects  of  gtofs 
fcandal  ;  they  become  the  victims 
to  its  rage  :  the  public  judges  and 
punifiies  them  for  it  ;  or  at  lea  ft 
hoots  at,  biffes,  and  deipifes  them  ; 
but,  when  the  number  of  the  guilty 
increafes  to  a  certain  degree,  it  is 
found,  that  although  biffes  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  condemn  bad  pieces,  they 
are  not  rods  enough  for  thole  men 
who  deferve  to  be  laftied  :  they  then 
become  tolerated,  nothing  more  is 
laid,  and,  what  is  worfe  than  all,  a 
refolution  is  fometimes  taken  to  imi¬ 
tate  them.  It  muft  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  the  temptation  to  fin  is 
very  great,  when  we  are  fine  to  do 
it  with  impunity  ;  and  that  people 
are  made  eafy  upon  this  head,  when 

they 
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they  are  fheltered  from  reproach 
and  ridicule. 


The  Death  of  Mahommed,  a  7  r (inf¬ 
lation  from  the  Deh  Mujhs 
From  the  Afiatic  Milcellany. 

«  qpRADITlONISTS  of  griev- 
ous  tidings,  and  narrators 
of  heart-breaking  events,  have 
banded  down  to  us,  that  in  the  tenth 
year  of  the  Hegiry,  after  the  pro¬ 
phet  had  performed  his  laft  pil¬ 
grimage,  on  the  day  named  Urfa, 
and  in  the  plain  furnamed  Urfaat, 
the  follewing  fentence  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  from  above  :  “  Now 
“  have  I  compleated  the  work  of 
41  your  religion,  and  bellowed  per- 
“  fe6t  happinefs  upon  you. ”  After 
which,  whenever  he  preached  to  the 
people,  he  mixed  with  his  difeourfe 
the  tidings  of  his  expected  and 
welcome  riiffblution. 

At  length,  upon  the  28th  of  the 
moon  Suffer,  of  the  nth  Hegiry, 
the  prophet  repaired  to  the  burial 
ground  of  Bukea-,  nnd  paffed  a  con- 
iiderable  time  in  prayer  for  the 
fouls  of  thofe  whole  remains  were 
deposited  in  the  tombs  around  him  ; 
the  following  day  he  was  feized 
with  an  heacl-ach,  in  which  con¬ 
dition  he  came  forth,  and  gave  di¬ 
rections  for  the  people  to  be  affem- 
bled,  as  he  Was  about  to  preach  to 
them  for  the  laft  time.  When  they 
were  arrived,  he  afeended  the  pul¬ 


pit  ;  and,  having  concluded  a  long 
dilcourfe,  headdreflcd  them  in  thefe 
words :  Know,  O  ye  people,  my 
“  diffolution  is  at  hand  ;  my  deftre 
“  of  being  united  to  God  over- 
“  powers  me,  and  I  Iball  quickly 
‘  ‘  depart  from  among  you:  fay, then, 
“  in  what  manner  have  I  not  pef- 
formed  my  prophetic  million  for 
“  your  falvation  ?  For  your  fakes, 
“  and  for  religion,  I  have  fought, 
“  whift  you,  in  return,  have  fmote 
“  my  teeth,  and  defiled  my  face 
“  with  blood.”  They  acknow¬ 
ledged  what  he  faid  was  true  ;  that 
he  had  /hewn  them  the  right,  and 
taught  them  to  limn  the  crooked 
path  ;  befeeching  th£  Almighty  to 
reward  him  accordingly.  The  pro¬ 
phet  then,  in  the  nnme  of  God,  fo- 
lemnly  enjoined  any  whom  he  might 
have  ftruck,  to  arife  and  take  repa¬ 
ration  ;  or  any  he  might  have  in¬ 
jured  in  his  propei ty,  forthwith  to 
receive  back  whatever  was  his  due  5 
on  which,  a  man  named  Akaurha 
arofe,  and  faid,  “  O  prophet,,  fince 
“  you  fo  earneftly  urgb.tftis  mTffr, 

“  I  ihotftd  be  a  ftnner,  if  I  corfti- 
u  nued  filent :  know  then,  that  in 
“  the  expedition  to  Tebouck,  in- 
“  tending  to  finite  your  female  ca- 
“  mel,  Kulwah,  the  whip  defeended 
“  on  my  (boulders,  and  was  attend- 
“  ed  with  excruciating  pain ;  for 
which  l  now  expect  retaliation.” 
‘4  May  God  reward  you  in  both 
“  worlds,”  replied  the  prophet, 

“  O  Akaulha,  for  giving  me  an 


*  The  Deh  Mujlis ,  from  which  the  two  following  narratives  are  taken,  is  itfelt 
sn  extract  from  a  work  entitled,  Radhut  us  Shoda ,  or  The  Garden  cf  Martyrs  ;  writ¬ 
ten  by  Muffa  Hufla-in  Waiz.  The  Deh  Mujlis  confifts,  as  the  name  implies,  of  ten 
fuch  narratives  as  the  two  which  are  here  prelented  to  our  readers;  each  containing 
an  account  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  Mahommedan  patriarchs,  or  fome  other  dif- 
tinguilhed  perfonage.  A  portion  of  the  Dih  Mujlis  is  read  daily,  during  the  Ajhoo- 
rah ,  or  folemn  mourning,  celebrated  by  the  MufTulmans  on  the  firit  ten  days  of 
the  month  of  Mohurrum, 

4<  opportunity 
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**  opportunity  of  compounding  this 
“  affair  now,  and  for  not  having 
“  deferred  it  to  the  day  of  judg- 
il  ment :  Can  you  inform  me  with 
“  what  whip  the  offence  was  com- 
“  mitted  ?”  Akaufba  anfwered,  that 
it.  was  with  the  rod  Mamfhuke,  ha¬ 
ving  a  thong  fulpended  from  the 
end  of  it ;  which  the  prophet  or¬ 
dered  immediately  to  be  brought*. 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
his  mafter,  Soliman  repaired  to  the 
prophet’s  houfe,  and  knocked  at 
the  door  of  Fatima’s  apar-ment, 
repeating  the  ufual  falutation  ob- 
ferved  toward  the  prophet’s  family. 
Fatima  knew  the  voice,  and  on  be¬ 
ing  advifed  of  his  errand,  obferved 
that  as  her  father  was  afflicted  with 
a  fever,  and  had  not  ftrength  to  lit 
his  horfe,  he  could  have  no  occa¬ 
sion  for  fuch  an  inftrument.  On  be¬ 
ing  informed  of  farther  particulars, 
flie  gave  a  loud  fliriek,  and  foienm- 
'ly  adjured  Soliman  to  imprefs  on 
Akauiha’s  mind,  that  out  of  regard 
to  the  weak  and  flckly  condition  of 
her  father,  he  ought  to  be  merciful, 
and  fpare  him. 

When  Soliman  had  departed, 
Fatima  fent  for  her  ions,  Huffen  and 
Hoffain,  and  acquainted  them  with 
what  had  happened.  Lidding  them 
repair  to  the  place  where  their 
grandfather  was,  and  inftead  of  one 
itroke,  which  Akauiha  was  about  to 
inflict  on  him,  receive  each  an  hun¬ 
dred  in  his  room.  But  on  their  in¬ 
forming  the  prophet  of  the  bufmefs 
on  which  they  were  come,  he  pro¬ 
nounced  that  they  could  not  grant 
retaliation  for  that  which  he  had 
committed  ;  at  the  fame  time  de- 
fl  ring  Akauffia  to  rife,  and  ftrike. 


Akaufha  remonftrated,  that  as  his 
fhoulders  were  bare  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  blow,  the  prophet’s  ought 
to  be  fubmitted  to  Him  in  the  lame 
condition  ;  which  the  holy  man  pre¬ 
pared  to  do,  a  murmur  of  mingled 
pity  and  indignation  aiding  from 
the  angels  of  heaven,  who  beheld 
the  lcene.  But  when  Akauffia  faw 
the  naked  fhoulders  ot  the  prophet, 
and  beheld  thereon  the  feal  of  his 
apoftolic  million,  he  fprang  forward, 
and  applied  his  lips  to  the  holy  fign, 
faying,  “  O  prophet  !  to  kifs  this 
“  mark,  and  not  to  obtain  retalia- 
“  tion,  was  the  object  I  fought  after; 
“  youtfelf  having  often  pronoun- 
*’  ced,  ‘  Whoever  touches  the  fkin 
“  of  my  body,  him  the  fire  of  hell 
“  fhall  Ipare.” 

The  prophet  now  de fee nded  from 
the  pulpit  ;  his  indilpofition  vifibly 
increafiug  upon  him.  He,  however, 
defired  Ali  to  leave  him,  and  repofe 
himfelf ;  which  having  done,  he 
returned,  and  infoimed  his  father- 
in-law  that  in  a  dream  he  had  be¬ 
held  himfelf  clad  in  complete  ar¬ 
mour,  which  on  a  hidden  was  torn 
from  his  body.  The  prophet  re¬ 
plied,  “  that  armour  am  1,  of  whom 
“  you  are  about  to  be  deprived.” 
Fatima  came  next,  and  related,  that 
being  in  a  deep  deep,  fhe  thought 
flie  held  in  her  hand  a  fheet  of  the 
holy  Koran,  which  was  fuddenly 
ravifhed  from  her  light.  The  pro¬ 
phet  replied,  “  That  flieet  of" the 
“  Koran  am  I,  who  ffialll  quickly 
“  be  loft  to  ycu,”  Huffen  and  Hof¬ 
fain  alfo  related,  that  in  their  dreams 
they  had  juft  beheld  a  throne  mo¬ 
ving  on  the  bofom  of  the  wind, 
under  which  they  walked,  with 


*  Great  flrefs  is  laid  by  devout  Mahommedans,  on  the  humility  and  meeknefs 
tefufied  by  their  prophet,  in  this  inltance,  in  fubmitting  to  retaliation  for  an  invo- 
luutaiy  oft  cnee  y  which,  in  itri£toefs  of  law,  he  was  uot  obliged  t®  do. 

their 
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their  heads  uncovered.  The  pio- 
phet  replied,  44  That  throne  figni- 
“  fies  my  coffin;  under  which  you 
“  will  foon  walk,  in  the  manner 
“  reprefented  to  you.” 

Ibnabbas  informs  us,  that  the 
Almighty  commanded  the  angel  of 
death,  faying,  “  Repair  to  my  be- 
44  loved,  Mahommed  ;  but  touch  not 
44  his  immaculate  foul,  without  his 
“  own  acquiefcence.”  Ifraiel,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  hoft  of  kindred  Ipirits, 
in  the  difguife  of  an  Arabian  vil¬ 
lager,  tranfported  himfelf  in  an  in¬ 
fant  to  the  prophet’s  habitation, 
with  the  commiffion  of  God  in  his 
hand.  He  repeated  the  cuftomary 
falutation,  and  begged  admittance, 
as  having  come  off  a  long  journey. 
Fatima  was  fitting  by  her  fathers 
pillow,  when  ihe  heard  the  voice, 
and  defired  the  flranger  to  call  an¬ 
other  time,  as  the  prophet  was  not 
at  leifure.  A  repetition  of  the  re- 
queft,  by  Ifraiel,  was  followed  by 
an  anfwer,  couched  in  the  fame 
terms.  The  third  time,  it  was  de¬ 
manded  in  a  peremptory  tone, 
which  {truck  the  family  with  terror. 
The  prophet  opened  his  eyes,  and 
demanded  the  caufe  of  their  con- 
fternation.  Fatima  anlwered,  “  that 
“  an  extraordinary  kind  ol  Granger, 
44  who  flood  at  the  door,  had  thrice 
44  demanded  admiffion,  and  would 
“  take  no  denial. >?  The  prophet 
afked  her  if  fheknevy  not  who  it  was; 
fhe  anlwered,  “  God  is  wife,  I 
“  know  not/’- — <(  He  is,”  purlu-ed 
the  prophet,  44  the  deltroyer  of 
44  lulls,  the  annihilator  of  paffions, 
44  the  maker  of  widows,  and  ol  or- 
“  phans  ;  an  intruder,  who  opens 
“  doors  without  the  affiltance  oi  a 
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“  key  ;  and  lays  protirate  without 
44  the  aid  of  aims.  He  is,  my 
44  daughter,  the  angel  of  death, 

44  and  attends  for  the  foul  ol  your 
44  father;  whole  threfhold  he  re- 
4v  fptdfs,  or  he  had  entered  without 
44  hell  tat  ion,  it  not  being  his  prac- 
44  tice  to  wait  for  admiffion  :  open 
44  the  door,  that  he  may  come  in/’ 

44  Alas  !”  exclaimed  Fatima,  44  then 
44  the  ruin  of  Medina  approaches, 

“  for  its  prote&or  is  about  to  de~ 
44  part.” 

The  prophet  defired  her  to  be 
comforted,  as  even  angels  would 
behold  her  grief  with  concern.  With 
his  holy  hands,  he  wiped  off  the 
tears  which  ran  down  her  cheeks  ; 
and  befeeched  the  Almighty  to  en¬ 
due  her  with  patience  and  refigna- 
tion  to  lupport  his  lofs  ;  enjoining 
her,  as  foon  as  death  fhoukl  have 
doled  his  eyes,  to  repeat  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fentence  ;  44  From  God  we 
44  are,  and  to  God  we  mull  return,” 
Fatima  continued  to  dwell  on  her 
approaching  lofs,  in  the  moll  mo¬ 
ving  terms,  arid  was  interrupted 
by.  her  father,  who  again  defired 
that  Ifraiel  might  be  admitted. 

The  angel  of  death  now  ap¬ 
peared,  faying,  “  Peace  to  the 
“  prophet!  The  Almighty  has  fent 
“  you  his  bleffing,  and  rellricted 
44  me  from  touching  your  foul,  till 
“  I  have  your  own  permiffion/ 
The  prophet  replied,  44  It  is  my 
“  requell  that  you  refrain  from 
“  it  till  Gabciel  arrives 
That  angel,  the  meffenger  of  the 
word  oi  God,  mean  time  had  re¬ 
ceived  his  xommiffion  to  repair  to 
Mahommed,  and  carry  to  the  be¬ 
loved  of  the  Almighty  a  turban, 


When  this  angel  Is  fpoken  of  by  Mahommed,  he  is  dittlngulfhed  by  the  epi¬ 
thet  of  brother  ;  a  more  than  ordinary  friendfkip  being  fuppoled  to  have  fubfnled 
between  them. 

made 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  129 


made  from  the  texture  of  the  cloth 
of  Paradife.  Weeping  and  la¬ 
menting  he  flood  before  him,  and 
was  gently  taxed  by  Mahommed, 
with  having  forfaken  him  in  his  pre- 
fent  awful  fituation  ;  which  the  an¬ 
gel  excufed,  by  alledging  that  he 
had  been  employed  about  his  affairs, 
and  now  brought  the  joyful  tidings 
which  he  himfelf  would  wifh  for  ; 
namely,  that  the  violence  of  the 
flames  of  hell  had  been  abated  for 
his  paffige,  the  gardens  of  Paradife 
adorned,  and  hofls  cf  angels  drawn 
up  for  the  reception  of  his  foul.  The 
prophet  acknowledged  the  goodnefs 
of  God  ;  but  added,  that  his  mind 
was  opprefled  with  cares  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  fate  of  his  diiciples.  Gabriel 
defired  him  to  be  under  no  concern 
on  that  account,  as  the  Almighty 
would  work  out  the  lalvation  of  as 
many  of  them  as  he  fhould  deflre. 
The  prophet  then  beckoned  Ifraiel 
to  come  forward  and  execute  his 
comnnffion  ;  which,  while  he  was 
doing,  the  Lord  of  the  world  fixed 
his  eyes  on  the  cieling,  and  repeated 
the  name  of  the  Molt  High  ;  when 
his  hands,  which  were  clafped  to¬ 
gether, and  extended,  fuddenly  drop¬ 
ping  on  his  bread,  his  foul  took  its 
flight  to  the  prefence  of  its  Creator. 
“  From  God  we  are,  and  to  God 
“  we  muft  return.” 


The  Dtath  of  Fatima. — From  the 
fame . 

“  HQIJ  G|H  traditions  differ 

in  regard  to  the  time  dur¬ 
ing  which  Fatima  was  abforbed  in 


grief  for  the  lofs  of  her  father,  yet 
they  agree  in  this,  that  it  continued 
long  inceffant.  At  the  end  of  about 
fix  months,  her  hufband  Aii  going 
one  day  into  her  apartments,  beheld 
her  employed  in  kneadingdoughPor 
bread,  mixing  up  a  compofltion  for 
her  children’s  hair,  and  making  pre¬ 
paration  for  wafliing  their  garments. 
Ali,  adonifhed  at  the  novelty  of  the 
fcene,  addieffed  her,  “O!  worthy 
“  to  be  ferved  by  men  and  angels  ! 

44  O  !  foie  daughter  of  the  prophet, 

44  and  lad  of  apodolic  women  !  O  l 
mother  of  the  two  martyrs  !  ne~ 

“  ver  yet  hav 
“  tion  engag 
“  inents  at  a 
“  it  taken  up  with  three. —What 
“  mydery  does  this  conceal  ?”— * 
The  holy  Fatima,  (her  eyes  bathed 
in  tears)  replied,  44  O  !  prince,  dif- 
“  tinguiffied  in  the  plain  of  La 
“Futtah*,  and  furnamed  of  the 
14  Almighty,  the  Lion  of  God  !  O  ! 
“  bud  of  the  garden,  and  line  of 
“  Abu  Taleb  !  the  happinefs  of 
“  our  union  draws  to  a  clofe  ;  the 
“  hour  of  feparation  is  arrived,  and 
44  the  period  of  ablence  is  about  to 
44  commence.-— Lad  night  I  dreamt 
“  I  beheld  my  father,  danding  on 
“  an  eminence,  and  looking  round 
“  as  if  in  expectation  of  fome  one’s 
‘k  approach.  1  called  out,  *  Whence 
44  are  you,  O  my  pareot!  any  heart 
44  is  afflicted,  and  my  body  waded 
“  with  anguifli,  on  your  account.’ 
44  He  replied,  4  £  am  now  come  for 
44  you,*  the  time  isariived,  in  which 
44  you  mud  wean  your  affections 
*4  from  the  flefli,  and  break  the 
44  bonds  of  your  earthly  habitation  ; 


:  I  beheld  your  atten- 
:d  by  two  employ¬ 
time,  and  now  £  fee 


*  Alluding  to  the  fentenoe  of  44  La  Futtah  ilia  Ali,  la  Seyf  ilia  Zulfecart,? 
t«  There  is  no  heroifm  but  All’s  ^  there  is  no  fword  but  Zulfecar:”  which  the  left, 
of  Sheeas  allege  to  have  been  pronounced  by  God.  Zulfecar  was  the  name  of 
Ali’s  fword. 
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44  in  which  you  njuft  remove  your 
44  tents  from  the  ftraits  of  earth,  to 
u  the  world  of  heaven;  makehafte, 
44  fori  cannot  depart  without  you 
“  I  replied,  1  O  my  father,  this 
44  event  is  my  with,  the  confumma- 
44  tion  of  which  I  have  conftantly 
44  fighed  for.’  ‘  Ufe  no  delay, 
44  then,’  he  repeated  again,  4  tor 
44  to-morrow  night  you  mud  ac- 
44  company  your  parent  ’—I  here 
44  awoke,  with  my  heart  entirely 
44  abfosbed  by  the  defue  of  the 
44  world  to  come,  and  am  certain, 
44  that  the  clefe  of  this  day,  or  to- 
44  morrow  evening,  will  be  the  pe- 
44  riod  of  my  difTblution  ;  I  am  there- 
44  tore  making  bread  to-day,  as 
44  grief  on  my  account  may  render 
44  you  incapable  of  doing  it  to- 
44  morrow,  and  my  children  in  con- 
44  fequence  may  hunger  in  vain  ;  I 
44  wafli  their  garments  now,  know- 
44  ing  not  who  will  attend  to  the 
44  wants  of  my  orphans  hereafter  ; 
44  and  I  am  preparing  to  clean  their 
44  hair  at  this  time,  ignorant  whom 
44  they  will  have  to  clean  it  when 
44  I  am  gone.” — Thu?,  Fatima  was 
anxious  to  keep  their  hair  from  be¬ 
ing  polluted  by  common  dirt  ;  had 
fhe  beheld  what  afterwards  happen¬ 
ed,  their  graceful  ringlets  defiled 
with  duff,  and  their  enchanting 
countenances  ftained  with  blood  ; 
how  would  fire  have  fupported  the 
heart-rending  fight ! 

When  Ali  had  heard  her  to  a  con- 
clufion,  the  rears  running  down  his 
cheeks,  he  replied,  44  O  !  my  be- 
44  loved,  hardly  yet  have  I  recover- 
44  ed  from  one  wound,  when  lo  ! 
44  another  is  inflicted  on  me  ;  and 
u  to  the  death  of  your  father,  is  the 
44  lofs  of  you  now  to  be  added.” 
Fatima  defired  him  to  be  comforted 
under  both,  and  not  to  leave  her, 
as  the  moments  of  her  life  were  num¬ 


bered,  and  their  next  meeting  would 
be  in  the  world  of  eternity.  She 
put  the  garments  of  her  children  in 
water,  and  bedewed  their  headswith 
the  fund  eft  tears  of  maternal  love  ; 
44  Would  to  heaven  !”  fhe  exclaim¬ 
ed,  44  I  were  ignorant  of  the  cruel 
44  fate  which  a  waifs  them  ;  and  of 
“  the  extent  to  which  it  will  be 
44  carried  !  Go,”  fhe  continued, 
44  my  children,  to  the  burial  ground 
44  of  Buckea  ;  and  en  ploy  your 
44  prayers  to  heaven,  in  behalf  of 
44  your  mother  ” 

When  they  were  gone,  fire  ex¬ 
tended  herfelf  on  the  bed,  and  de¬ 
fired  Ali  to  fit  down  by  her;  fhe  cal¬ 
led  for  Afmah.  the  daughter  of  Aw- 
mife  ;  and  defired  dinner  might  be 
ready  by  the  time  her  Tons  would  re¬ 
turn,  and  ferved  up  to  them  in  ano¬ 
ther  apartment  ;  that  they  might  ef- 
cape  the  mifery  of  feeing  her  in  her 
laft  agonies.  Afmah  did  as  fhe  had 
been  directed,  and  on  their  return 
brought  up  dinner.  The  princes, 
in  aftonifhmenr,  demanded,  if  ever 
file  had  feen  them  fit  down  without 
their  mother,  and  wherefore  fhe  fup- 
pofed  they  would  do  it  now;  Afmah 
faid,  her  miftrefs  being  indifpofed, 
they  had  better  not  wait  for  her  ; 
but  they  replied,  that  without  their 
mother’s  company,  no  refrefhment 
could  be  palatable  to  them,  and 
went  ftrait  towards  her  apartment. 

On  feeing  them  approach,  Fati¬ 
ma  defired  Ali  to  fend  them  away 
again,  to  the  tomb  of  her  father, 
that  they  might  humble  themfelves 
before  God  ;  while  fhe  endeavoured 
to  repofe  herfelf.  When  they  were 
gone,  flie  defired  Ali  to  take  her 
head  to  hisbofom,  for  her  life  now 
ebbed  faft.  Alt  replied,  he  had 
neither  heart  nor  refolution  to  be¬ 
hold  her  in  fuch  a  fituation  ;  or  to 
attend  to  language  fo  affedling, 

44  O  l 
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“  O  f  Ali  !”  flie  anfweied,  “  the 
<c  road  which  I  am  going,  is  a  road 
“  which  all  muft  travel  ;  and  the 
“  fullnefs  of  my  grief  is  fnch,  as 
*c  mull,  of  neceflity,  be  allowed  ut- 
<l  terance.  Be  patient,  then,  and 
<(  imbibe  the  bitter  draught  ol 
my  diffolution.”  Ali  took  her 
to  his  bofom  ;  when,  in  the  affliction 
with  which  he  was  overwhelmed,  a 
tear  dropped  on  her  cheek  :  ihe 
opened  her  eyes,  and  feeing  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  his  grief,  obferved,  that 
tire  pretent  was  rather  a  ft  a  Ion  for 
teflamentary  duties,  than  unavailing 
fonow.  “  O!  firtl  of  women!’ 
he  quicklv  replied,  “  reveal  your 
“  will.”  I  have  four  requefts, 5 
continued  Fatima  :  “  Fitft,  If  l 
*  have  mifbehaved  myfelf  towaids 
“  you,  cr  ever  given  you  uneafinels, 
“  that  you  forgive  me.’’  He  an- 
fwered,  “  God  forbid!  during  the 
“  time  we  have  lived  together,  nei- 
t(  ther  in  word  nor  in  adt,  have  you 
“  done  aught  to  give  my  heart  a 
4<  pang :  you  have  been  my  perpe- 
“  tual  folace;  not  my  farrow  :  my 
“  com  orter  in  affliction  ;  not  the 
“  difturber  of  my  repofe.  In  you, 
“  I  have  found  the  faithful  mif- 
“  trefs  :  not  the  imperious  tyrant  : 
“  poffcffed  of  the  fweetnefs  and 
“  foftnefs  of  the  rofe  ;  not  the 
“  fharpnets  and  annoyanec  ot  the 
“  thorn.”  “  Secondly,  Let  my 
<c  children,’’  flic  continued,  “  be 
“  dear  to  you  ;  forfake  not  thofe 
tf  who  poffefs  lo  tender  a  place  in 
“  my  heart  ;  withdraw  not  from 
“  their  heads  your  loitering  hand; 
“  and,  fhould  the  forwardnefs  of 
“  youth  ever  break  out  in  them, 
ft  let  it  obtain  your  forgivenefs. 
“  Thirdly,  I.et  me  be  conveyed  to 
“  my  grave  by  night  ;  that  as  in 
“  life,  my  perfon  has  been  fecluded 
“  from  the  eyes  of  men,  fo,  in  death, 
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“  my  bier  may  befacred  Horn  their 
“  view.  Fourthly,  Neglect  not  to 
“  frequent  the  tomb  of  her,  to 
c  whom  vou  have  been  fo  dear  ; 

j  t  4  * 

“  and  whole  faithful  and  nffl-dtion- 
ate  companion  you  have  been. 

“  Nova,  alas!  the  connexion  muf, 

“  ef  necefflity,  be  diffoived.”  Aii 
promiled  a  faithful  obfervance  of 
her  requelts  ;  and  promiled  ot  hers 
on  his  p  it  :  Fiifi,  That  it  he  had 
been  ev  r  wanting  in  his  attention 
to  her,  fine  would  forgive  him.  Se¬ 
condly,  When  the  beheld  her  father, 

that  ihe  would  prelent  the  fa  I  mat  ion 
* 

of  one  who  continued  to  feel  and  de¬ 
plore  his  Ipts  Thirdly,  that  fhe 
would  not,  for  any  part  of  his  con¬ 
duct  towards  her,  complain  of  him 
to  the  prophet.  Fatima  ar.fwered, 

“  God  is  my  witnefs,  that  during 
“  the  time  we  have  lived’ together, 

“  I  have  not  experienced  from  you  ( 
“  a  word  or  a  deed,  that  can  be 
“  complained  of :  on  the  contrary, 

“  your  conduct  towards  me  has  been 
“  full  of  manlinefs,  liberality  and 
“kindnefs;  engaging  words,  and 
“  laudable  adtions.” 

While  they  were  engaged  in  this 
affl  dting  difeourfe,  a  noife  ef  lamen¬ 
tation  and  complaint  fuddenly  af- 
failed  them,  from  without  ;  and  in 
a  voice  interrupted  by  fobs,  admit¬ 
tance  vvas  fonn  alter  folicited by  Hof- 
fen  and  H6ffainT  that  they  might 
take  a  laft  farewell  of  theii  patent. 
All  opened  the  door,  and  taking 
them  affectionately  in  his  arms, 
afked  by  what  means  they  had  dif- 
covered  their  mother's  approaching 
end.  They  replied,  “  On  arriving 
“  at  the  maufoleum  of  our  grand- 
“  father,  we  heard  a  voice  faying, 

“  ‘  Behold!  the  orphans  of  Fatima 
“are  arrived  !’  which  was  followed 
“  by  another,  faying,  ‘  Behold  ! 

“  the  interceffors  of  the  day  of 
K  2  “  judgment 
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“  judgment  are  arrived  V  and  then 
‘‘  a  third,  which  refembled  the 
«*  voice  of  the  prophet  ;  faying, 

<«  ‘  Lo  !  the  darlings  of  my  heart 
<<  are  here  !'  When  we  entered  the 
“  maufoleum,  and  had  performed 
<*  our  devotions,  we  heard  a  voice 
**  proceed  from  the  tomb,  faying, 

4<  4  Return,  my  children,  that  you 
««  may  behold  your  mother,  to  meet 

whom  I  am  come  here,  for  the 
41  latl  time.’  ”  With  this  they  ruihed 
on,  and  beheld  Fatima,  with  her 
head  reclined  on  the  pillow  ;  they 
fell  at  her  feet,  befeeching  her  to 
open  her  eyes,  and  blefs  her  orphans 
with  a  laft  look.  Fatima,  aroufed, 
took  them  to  her  befom,  faying, 

O  !  my  beloved  fons!  God  knows 
*•  what  is  to  happen  to  you,  after  I 
**  am  gone  ;  and  to  what  extent 
<*  the  tyranny  of  your  enemies  will 
“  be  exercifed  againft  you  !”  She 
then  called  for  her  daughters,  and 
delivered  them  to  Hoflen  and  Hof- 
fain  ;  earneftly  and  repeatedly  re¬ 
commending  them  all  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Alb 

When  her  hufband  and  children 
had  left  her,  Fatima  defired  Afmah 
to  prepare  water  tor  her  ablutions ; 
which  fhe  went  through  with  a  mi  • 
nute  attentiou  to  the  precepts  and 
ceremonies  of  her  religion,  in  a 
manner  that  is  feldom  done  ;  after 
which,  fhe  direded  her  couch  to  be 
fpread,  and  threw  herfelf  on  it : 
fhe  then  fpoke  to  her  fervant  of  a 
certain  unCtion  made  from  the  cam- 
phire  of  Paradife,  and  given  to  her 
father  by  the  angel  Gabriel,  for 
the  purpofe  of  his  body  being 
anoint  ed  with  it  after  his  deceaie, 
which  he  had  divided  into  three 
parts  f  one  part  tor  himfelt,  one  f®r 
Ali,  and  one  for  her  :  the  latter  fhe 
defired  might  be  brought  :  when  it 
was  produced,  fhe  bade  Aiwah  ap- 
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ply  it,  after  her  death,  to  the  ufe 
for  which  it  was  defigned.  She 
now  defired  to  be  left  alone  ;  as  flic 
wifhed  to  commune  with  her  God. 
Afmah  has  related,  that  about  half 
an  hour  after  fhe  had  quitted  her 
miftrefs',  fhe  heard  her  weeping 
aloud,  which  induced  hei  to  go  in, 
when  fhe  obferved  Fatima  engaged 
in  the  mod  pious  and  fervent  de¬ 
votion  ;  invoking  the  Almighty, 
by  the  honour  of  her  father,  and 
his  defire  again  to  behold  her  ;  by 
the  mifery  which  preyed  on  thejheart 
of  Ali,  at  the  profpeft  of  her  diffo- 
lutlon  ;  by  the  grief  of  her  fons, 
and  diftraClion  of  her  daughters  ;  to 
have  mercy  on  her  father’s  difciples, 
and  to  pardon  the  fins  of  the  un¬ 
godly.  At  this  Afmah  could  not 
fupprefs  her  fobs,  which  attracting 
the  notice  of  Fatima,  fhe  demanded 
if  flie  had  not  defired  to  be  left 
alone,  and  be  called  to  in  a  fliort 
time;  that  if  no  anfwer  was  re¬ 
turned,  it  might  be  known  fhe  had 
departed  to  the  bofom  of  her  father. 
On  this,  Afmah  again  retired,  and 
foon  after  calling,  no  anfwer  was 
returned;  when,  entering,  the  apart¬ 
ment,  and  drawing  the  veil  from  her 
miftrefs’s  face,  fhe  faw  that  fhe  was 
no  more  ‘5  From  God  we  are 
“  and  to  God  we  mud  return.” 


Efifiay  on  Ridicule,  Wit,  and  Hu¬ 
mour.  By  William  Prefton,  Efq . 
M.R.  LA.  In  T wo  Parts. —From 
Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal  IriHi 
Academy. 


Part  the  Firjl. 

n  /  D  1 CU  L  E  is  that  branch 
^  of  the  fine  or  mimetic  arts 
which  profeffes  to  excite  the  emo¬ 
tion  of  mirth .  It  is  feen  more  fink¬ 
ing 
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ing  and  forcible  in  poetry  and  paint¬ 
ing,  where  the  imitations  of  nature 
are  more  general,  as  well  as  more 
apt  and  pointed  ;  but  even  mufic  is 
capable  of  it  in  a  ceitain  degree,  as 
for  example,  by.  a  burlefque  or  fort 
of  parody  on  foine  grave  compofi- 
tion,  by  *n  imitation  oi  odd  and  un* 
feemly  nodes,  or  by  ftiains  expref- 
five  of  whunfical  and  grotelqne 
emotions  and  fituations.  Ridicule 
excites  mirth  by  the  ridiculous  -t 
that  is  to  fay,  by  an  exhibition  of 
defefts  and  blemifhes  ot  the  lighter 
kind,  which  neither  imply  a  lenfe  of 
pain  and  mifery  in  the  obj  ft  or  fub- 
ftratum  to  which  they  belong,  nor 
contain  any  thing  noxious  or  alarm¬ 
ing  to  external  beings.  Should  the 
blemifh  or  deleft  be  in  any  vital  at¬ 
tribute  or  quality,  either  eflential  to 
the  health  and  well-being  of  the 
fubjeft,  or  reqiifite  to  the  due  per¬ 
formance  ot  its  duty  and  tunftions 
for  the  common  good,  mirth  will 
rot  be  the  confequence  ;  the  gay 
contempt  will  be  checked  either  by 
a  fenfe  of  the  pain  or  inconvenience 
which  the  deleft  01  blemifh  in  quef- 
tion  muft  caufe  to  the  fubjeft  before 
us,  or  the  alarming  conlequences 
which  may  redound  from  it  to  lo- 
ciety  ;  and  our  feelings,  inftead  of 
mirth,  will  be  fomething  far  dif¬ 
ferent  ;  forrow  and  pity  in  the  one 
cafe  ;  terror,  dilgufl,  indignation  or 
hatred  in  the  other. 

The  foregoing  definitions  of  ri¬ 
dicule  and  the  ridiculous  take 
in  mental  as  well  as  corporeal  obj  efts, 
and  are  literally  borrowed  from  the 
great  philofophical  critic  of  Greece 
,  ~<{  yag  ys Xoiay  (lays  Art fiotle') 

“  lA fXtcfnfJlOt  Tl  K*»  UllTX®*  *VbJ- 

“  £Vy$y  KXt  »  <p§0t£ IxiM  bVQV  tv%<;  T* 


(i  yAotov  aier^tv  r»  x#»  A- 

**  <tnv  ’O^vyvtq.  And 

ridicule ,  recording  to  Lim,  confifts 
in  the  reprefenting  (t*  (pocvfaligit 
ahV  «  jw£»l 01  y.mct  <&otcreiv  x*xre 
the  foibles  and  lighter  vices  of  the 
mind,  and  flight  corporeal  blemiflies 
and  defefts.  Thefe  are  what  Mr. 
Hobbes  diftinguilhes  by  the  name  ot 
infirmities. 

The  peculiar  emotion  excited  by 
ridicule,  independent  ot  the  plea- 
fure  refulting  from  the  truth  ot  the 
imitation,  is  called  mirth  ;  a  fen- 
fation  which  has  been  improperly 
confounded  with  laughter  by  fome 
writers  who  have  protefled  to  treat 
this  fubjeft,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Rutchejon,  the  moral  philofopher, 
and  a  Dr.  Campbell,  in  a  book  which 
bears  rhe  impcfing  title  ot  Philofophy 
of  Rhetoric .  Laug  hter  is  a  mere  cor¬ 
poreal  involuntary  affeftion,  like 
crying,  coughing  or  fneezi'ng  ;  it  is 
defined  by  fome  writer  that  I  have 
feen  to  be  a  luce  till  on  ot  nafeent  or 
imperfeft  fhtieks*;  it  fomedmes 
indicates  an  emotion  of  the  mind, 
but  often  proceeds  from  caufes  purely 
mechanical  and  external,  like  any 
other  convuifion  ;  tickling,  for  in- 
ftance,  or  the  fight  of  violent  laugh¬ 
ter  in  other-,  will  produce  it  ;  in 
hyfterical  patients  it  is  a  mere  dif- 
eafe,  equally  lo  with  rhe  cynic fpaf  m 
or  the  dance  If  St.  Vitus. 

Thedefinethe  nature  of  mirth ,  in 
other  wmrds,  to  explain  the  caule  of 
that  pleafure  which  we  derive  from 
ridicule ,  we  muft  recur  to  the  the¬ 
ory  of  Hobbes,  which  is  conformable 
to  the  definition  of  Ariftotle,  and 
will  on  examination  appear  to  be 
founded  in  nature  Mirth  (fays  the 
philofopher  of  Malmjbury )  a  riles 


♦  As  well  as  I  can  recolle#,  by  Dr.  Hay/tj,  a  profound  writer  ont  metaphyfics, 
from  whom  the  ingenious  Dr.  Priejiley  has  taken  many  valuable  hints. 
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from  a  fudden  conception  of  fome 
eminency  in  ouifelves,  by  com  pa¬ 
ri  fon  with  our  ov'n  infirmity  for¬ 
merly,  or  that  of  others.  Here  we 
mull  obferve  the  force  of  the  ex- 
pr'efiidn  fudden  conception,  which  im* 
plies  that  the  whole  plea  lure  ol  the 
mirthful  fenfation  does  not  proceed 
from  confcious  triumph,  any  more 
than  it  does  from  the  truth  of  the 
reprefentation  :  part  is  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  odd  and  unforeseen  fii- 
tuation  or  condudt  of  the  ridiculous 
thing  or  agent  ;  thus  we'  find,  by 
experience,  that  our  mirth  is  anti¬ 
cipated  and  deftroyed  by  any  thing 
which  checks  or  prevents  the  fur- 
pi  ile  of  this  fudden  conception  ;  for 
example,  when  the  perfon,  who 
means  to  be  facetious,  prefaces  his 
obfervation  or  his  tale  with  the  pro- 
111  ile  of  a  good  jeft  or  a  laughable 
flory,  whereby  we  are  prepared  for 
fomething  ludicrous,  and  lofe  the 
pleafure  of  the  furprize. 

As  to  that  part  of  Hobbes’s  the¬ 
ory,  which  makes  the  triumph  aril- 
ing  from  comparifon  a  principal  ef¬ 
ficient  caufe  of  the  pleafure  attend¬ 
ing  on  ridicule,  I  think  we  need 
only  recur  to  our  own  experience 
for  a  confirmation  of  its  truth.  Why 
do  not  men  chute  to  be  laughed  at  ? 
Certainly  becaufe  it  indicates  that 
they  are  objects  of  contempt.  How 
happens  it  that  a  Ipoitive  word  is 
more  feverely  felt,  and  excites  more 
lading  refentment,  than  the  keened 
reproaches  ?  Why  do  we  hold  it  in¬ 
decorous  and  profligate  to  laugh  at 
our  parents,  benefadtors  and  feniots  ? 
Why  is  it  held  impiousand  profane  to 
laugh  at  things  divine  and  holy  ? 
Why  do  public  fpeakers  and  contro- 
verfial  writers  endeavour  to  turn  the 
laugh  againft  their  opponents?  Why  is 
ridicule  fo  powerful  an  engine  of  de¬ 
bate,  even  while  it  difclaims  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  fober  argument  ?  Surely  be¬ 


caufe  the  very  eflence  of  mirth  is  a 
Intent  contempt,  and  there  isafortoi 
general  intuitive  perception  that  ri¬ 
dicule  degrades  and  vilifies  its  ob* 
jeft.  Hence  it  is,  that  a  perfon 
who  laughs  at  his  own  foibles  and 

o 

defeats  is  thought  to  Ihew  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  -effoi t  of  good  fenfe  and 
good  humour,  inafmuch  as,  by  fo 
doing,  he  makes  a  painful  facrifice 
of  feifi Hi  feelings  We  fee  too,  that 
many  people  can  jell:  freely  on  their 
own  infirmities,  wfio  wiil  not  bear 
the  leaft  degree  of  raillery  on  that 
head  from  others  ;  undoubtedly  this 
proceeds  from  a  feeling  that  ridicule 
implies  contempt.  When  people 
laugh  at  themfelves,  the  felt- humi¬ 
liation  is  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  feif-applaufe  ;  and,  inftead 
of  finking,  they  rife  in  the  opinion 
of  the  world,  by  a  frank  conletlion, 
which  at  onee  fhews  fortitude  and 
good  fenfe,  and  difarms  envy  by  a 
confeffion  of  weaknefs.  The  fadt 
is,  that  people  never  do  laugh  at 
themfelves  except  from  fome  poli¬ 
tical  motive  ;  either  to  acquit  the 
charadter  ©f  good-humour,  to  in¬ 
gratiate  themfelves  with  thofe  whom 
it  is  their  intereft  to  pleafe,  or  to 
difarm  the  ridicule  of  others  by  an¬ 
ticipation.  But  ftill  (which  is  all 
that  is  neceflary  to  my  argument) 
whether  a  man  laughs  at  himfelf  or 
his  neighbour,  whether  the  lubjedt 
of  his  ridicule  are  his  own  paft  infir¬ 
mities  or  the  prefent  infirmities  of 
others,  contempt  is  the  balls  of  his 
mirth. 

To  illuftrate  what  has  been  faid 
by  a  few  examples: — -Impotence 
and  decripitude,  confidered  merely 
as  luch,  do  not  excite  mirth,  but 
compaflion  ;  yet  fhould  we  find  the 
impotent  cripple  boatiing  of  his  agi¬ 
lity,  and  attempting  to  mix  in  the 
dance ;  or  fee  age  and  deformity 
plaiftered  over  with  lace,  and  affedV 

ing 
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ing  the  gallant  ;  this  attempt  at 
lome  charadter  or  atchievemert,  > 
v.'hich  the  perfonage  is  lo  notorioull/ 
inadequate,'  imprtfles  us  with  a 
(trong  fente  of  his  inferiority,  the 
emotion  ot  contempt  is  excited,  and 
mirth  is  produced,  unqualified  by 
compathoR  for  infirmitits,  of  which 
the  luiferer  himfelf  leetns  o  l.t.je 
conlcious.  An  odd  and  grotetque 
countenance,  a  whimfica!  and  out;e- 
configuration  of  body,  uncommon 
grimaces  and  diftortions  of  the  ea- 


creatures  never  imitate  us,  and  are 
as  perfect  in  their  kind  as  imperial 
man  in  his  Some  approximation, 
home  refemblance  there  muff  be  ; 
lo  that  not  every  animal  is  a  inbjtdt 
cf  mirth,  but  thole  only  which  imi¬ 
tate  human  nature,  whether  that 
imitation  be  near  or  remote;  fuch 
are  dogs,  monkies,  kittens,  parrots, 
magpies,  jays,  and  feme  others. 
Songbirds  and  exotic  animals  maybe 
kept  for  the  purpofes  of  luxury  incur 
cages  and  menageries  ancK»aff  rd 


tu res  and  limbs,  provided  they  are  pleafure  by  themtlody  of  theiructes, 
unattended  with  pain,  may  excite  the  beauty  ot  their  fbims,or  their  ra- 


la  Ugh  ter  ;  while  the  convulfioris  of 
pain,  the  deformity  o  ficknefs  or 
of  lorrow,  affbdt  us  on'y  with  ter- 
lor  and  pity.  The  abfurdity  and 
incoherence  of  a  drunken  man  ex¬ 
cite  laughter,  for  they  move  con¬ 
tempt  ;  the  ravings  of  a  maniac  fill 
us  with  melancholy  and  horror. 


r  it  y  ;  feme  animals,  in  dead  of  plea- 
fure  or  mirth,  produce,  by  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  only  terror,  dbeud  or 
pity  ;  every  one  ©f  thofe  cieatures, 
which  arc  capable  of  exciting  miri  h, 
are  capable  alfo,  in  a  certain  degree, 
o!  imitating  tome  action  of  man. 
The  mot  key  confcffedly  re  fumbles 


W  ant  aud  beggary  do  not  o  them-  the  human  ipecies  at  all  paints  ;  the 
felves  excite  mirth ;  but  fhould  we  cat  uies  her  fore  paws  like  hands, 
fee  a  beggar  with  velvet,  or  lace,  and  for  that  purpofe  nature  hath  • 
or  embroidery  mixed  among  his  provided  her  with  clavicles ;  ihe 
rags,  that  incongruous  union  of  dog  and  the  bear  may  be  taught  to 
finery  and  wretcheunefs  would  pro-  walk  upright  on  two  legs  likr  man; 
voke  our  laughter.  And  thefe  in-  the  jay,  the  parrot  and  the  magpie 
(lames  may  ierve  to  Hiow,  that  they  have  the  power  of  forming  articu- 
are  only  the  lighter  deftdls  or  ble-  late  founds.  Nor  is  our  mirth  ex- 
irrifhes,  unaccompanied  by  pain  or  -cited  indifcrhniuately  by  thafe  crea- 
mitery  on  the  one  hand,  or  viru-  tures  ;  it  is  in  thole  moments  only, 
lence  and  danger  on  the  other,  that  when  they  attempt  to  imitate  1  u- 
are  the  proper  fubjedts  of  mirth,  nian  adlions  that  they  become  cb- 
And  to  convince  us  that  contempt,  je <5ls  of  laughter, 
a  certain  felf-tiiun  ph  of  the  mind,  !■  it  fliould  be  enquired  why 
is  a  principal  fource  of  the  pleasure  mirth  is  often  excited  by  the  repre- 
vvliich  wc  derive  from  mirth,  let  us  fenration  of  things,  which  in  their 
recolledl  that  there  mud,  to  conili-  adlual  exidence  would,  perhaps, 
tute  ridicule,  be  fome  competition,  move  compaflion,  perhaps  conciliate 
as  well  as  inferiority  ;  a  refem-  approbation  and  edeem  ;  fuch  are 
blance  and  a  contrail  in  the  objedts  many  of  thofe  paintings  called  con- 
compared.  The  oyder,  or  the  earth-  verfation  pieces;  fuch  are  poems 
worm,  the  poor  beetle  which  we  like  Shenftone’s  School  midrefs,  and 
tread  upon,  are  vadly  inferior  to  many  feenes  in  comedies  and'  novels 
man  ;  yet  that  inferiority  does  not  which  profefs  to  exhibit  pictures  of 
produce  contempt,  becaufe  thefe  K  4  real 
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lea!  life  ;  nor  is  it  difficult  to  ex¬ 
plain  this  matter.  In  the  fird  place, 
though  the  reprefentation  follows 
nature,  it  is  nature  distorted,  and 
her  diftorted  features  are  more  con- 
denfed  land  accumulated  together 
than  they  commonly  exit!  in  real 
life  ;  but  fuppofing  thofe  features 
to  be  exattly  copied,  without  the 
adding  of  any  thing,  Hill  there  is  a 
riant  and  grotefque  colouring  dif- 
fufed  through  the  pi&ure,  by  the-' 
fkiii  of  the  artift  ;  while,  in  real 
life,  the  rude  and  vulgar  manners, 
the  odd  and  grotefque  incidents, 
may  be  combined  with  fuch  colla¬ 
teral  circumftances,  as  may  excite 
emotions  widely  differing  from  con¬ 
tempt  and  triumph,  and  which  pre¬ 
dominate  over  them  j  for  inftance, 
the  ideas  of  rural  innocence  and  ho¬ 
ne  t!  industry,  that  arife  from  feeing 
the  family  of  a  peafant  at  their  la¬ 
bours,  will  conciliate  our  efteem, 
and  the  appearance  of  poverty  and 
wretchednefs  will  move  our  compaf- 
fion  ;  befides,  the  recollection  that 
the  picture  before  us  is  but  a  fic¬ 
tion,  prevents  our  having  fuch 
ftrong  feelings  of  efteem  or  com¬ 
panion  as  if  we  contemplate  the 
reality. 

To  proceed  to  the  infirmities  and 
defeCts  of  the  mind,  they  are  mild 
infirmities,  and  moderated  defeCts 
only,  that  are  fit  fubjeCts  of  ridicule. 
Infirmity  and  vice,  not  flagitious 
guilt,  are  the  proper  food  of  mirth; 
Ariftotle  expreffes  it  r®  ov  tcKK 
v  xolcis  vaaxv  xcotitcv.  The  repre¬ 
fentation  of  cowardice,  affecta¬ 
tion,  avarice  or  vanity  may  be  ri¬ 
diculous  ;  it  may  afford  a  triumph 
by  comparifon,  unallayed  by  any 
feeling  or  apprehenfion  of  ferious 
evil  to  any  body  ;  but  cruelty,  in¬ 
gratitude,  perfidy,  and  the  whole 
black  catalogue  of  gigantic  crimes 
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and  flagrant  paflions,  that  rendafun- 
der  the  focial  ties,  and  heap  the 
meafure  of  human  calamity,  thefe, 
far  from  exciting  laughter,  raife  in 
us  emotions  of  abhorrence,  indig¬ 
nation,  or  fear.  In  the  occurrences 
of  real  life  a  flight  mifchance  or 
blunder,  even  of  our  belt  friend, 
will  raife  a  fmile;  but  a  more  fignal 
misfortune  or  fatal  error,  even  of 
an  enemy,  will  move  our  compaf- 
fion.  The  faCt  is,  that  mirth, 
though  a  very  prompt  and  lively 
emotion,  yet  not  being  fo  very  ne- 
ceffary  to  our  exiftence  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  fociety  as  many  others, 
gives  no,  very  deep  tinCture  to  the 
mind,  but  mildly  difperfes  itfelf, 
and  vanifhes  before  luch  as  are  of 
more  general  and  important  ufe, 
and  of  courfe  armed  with  ftronger 
powers  of  embracing  and  poffefling 
the  human  fpirit. 


Part  the  Second. 

Having  confidered  the  nature  of 
ridicule,  and  traced  out  the  fources 
of  the  pleaiure  which  attends  it,  let 
me,  for  a  moment,  advert  to  the 
corporeal  external  expreffion  of  that 
pleafure,  I  mean  laughter ,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  invefligate  its  phyfical 
caufe,  lo  far  as  it  is  an  expreflion 
of  mirth ,  or  a  c or p treat  movement  in¬ 
dicating  pleajure.  I  fpeak  with  this 
refervation,  becaule,  as  1  have  al¬ 
ready  in  iome  meature  hinted, 
laughter  is  not  always  expreflive  of 
mirth ,  no,  nor  even  of  a  pleaiur- 
able  fenfation  ;  laughter* when  pro¬ 
duced  by  tickling,  is  expreflive  of 
pain  ;  in  choleric  perfons  it  is  ex¬ 
preflive  of  anger. 

Mr.  Burke,  in  his  Eflay  on  the 
Sublime  and  Beautiful,  takes  occa- 
fion  to  confider  the  mechanical  or 
phyfical  caufe  of pkafure  in  general. 

He 
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He  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  a  certain  relaxation  of  the 
Iranie,  and  reafons  very  ingemoufly 
in  lupport  of  this  theory  from  the 
nature  and  conffitution  ot  thofe  ob¬ 
jects  that  communicate  plealure. 
Beauty  (fays  this  ingenious  wri¬ 
ter)  a£ls,  by  relaxing  the  folids 
ot  the  whole  fy Hem.  There  aie 
“  all  the  appearances  of  iuch  a  re- 
“  taxation  ;  a  rtlaxation  fomewhar 
“  below  the  natural  tone  feems  to 
me  to  be  the  caule  of  all  pofitive 
“  pleafure*.” 

Now  to  apply  this  principle  to 
the  phyftcal  caufe ,  or  animal  mechan- 
ifm  ot  laughter.  The  flight  ble- 
inifhes,  imperfections  or  mifchances, 
the  tmall  deviations  from  order, 
fymmetry  and  decorum,  that  are  the 
fubjeCts  of  ridicule,  and  excite  plea- 
fnre  throughjthemedium  ot  contempt, 
refting  in  qualities,  actions  or  things 
in  themlelves  /?g/>/and  trivial  (they 
could  not  elfe  be  the  objeCts  of 
contempt)  have  fmall  momentum,  ei¬ 
ther  with  refpeCt  to  individual  pre- 
fervation  or  focial  happinefs,  and  of 
courte  excite  no  very  violent  emotion 
of  the  mind:  While  the  ftronger 
paflions,  love,  fear  and  anger,  wake, 
and  range  abroad,  to  guard  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  man,  to  continue  his  fpe- 
cies,  or  canned  him  in  leagues  of 

o 

civil  union  ;  the  lighter  feelings, 
like  mirth  for  inftance,  enliven  and 
embellifli  farm  liar  intercourfe  with 
fportive  charms  and  fugitive  graces  ; 
or  polifh  and  corr-61  ii  with  minute 
decencies  and  mutual  obUrvances. 
Where  the  mind  is  but  flighciy  af¬ 
fected,  no  great  degree  or  relaxation 
is  induced,  'The  due  fecretion  of 
the  humours  is  but  little  diiUubed, 
and  no  very  violent  accefs  of  animal 


f pip  its  is  thrown  on  the  breaft,  far 
lets  than  is  requifite  to  produce  the 
fenfe  of  weight,  that  feeling  border¬ 
ing  on  pain,  which  accompanies  our 
enjoyments  of  a  more  exquiflte  de- 
giee.  The  pleafure  attending  mirth 
being, comparatively  fpeaking,  faint, 
the  relaxation  of  the  nerves  muff 
confequently  be  inconfiderable.  The 
(Hie  fecretion  of  the  humours  Is  bat 
little  interrupted  ;  the  accefs  of 
animal  Ipirits  to  the  breaft  is  tri¬ 
fling  }  barely  fufHcienj,  not  to  over¬ 
whelm,  but  ffirnulate  the  nerves; 
and,  by  a  certain  mild  irritatjon,  to 
produce  that  agreeable  convujfion 
called  'laughter.  That  irritation  is 
the  immediate  caufe  of  laughter  is 
evident,  from  involuntary  laughter 
being  produced  by  tickling,  which 
can  only  operate  by  irritating  the 
nerv.es,  1  hat  the  irritation ,  in  the 
cafe  of.  mirth  proceeds  from  an  ex¬ 
tract  dmary  afflux  of  humours  may 
be  inferred  from  this,  that  violent 
and  long  continued  laughter  is  al¬ 
ways  attended  by  an  evacuation  of 
humours  in  the  form  of  tears.  That 
the  emotion  of  the  mind,  of  which 
laughter  is  an  expreffion,  does  ac¬ 
tually  produce  feme  relaxation  of 
tne  frame,  and  that  the  nerves  are 
indeed  irritated ,  may  fairly  be  coi¬ 
l-died  from  our  experience,  that  in- 
voluntary  laughter  is  incident  to 
hyffeiical  patients,  in  whom  the 
nerves  being  weak  and  irritable,  an 
uneven  and  interrupted  fecretion  is 
produced  by  their  weaknefs,  and 
perpetually  a  flails  their  irritability. 

I  hat  laughter,  when  expreffive  of 
pleafure ,  exprelfes  but  a  plea  jure  of 
a  faint  and  lubordinate  kind,  is  ma- 
nifeft  from- its  talcing  place  fo  early 
in  young  children.  It  is  obleivabls 


*  hlTay  on  Sublime,  p.  163,  §  on  the  phyfical  caufe  of  love. 
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aliat  infants  not  many  days  born 
laugh  ;  they  even  laugh  in  their 
Seep  long  before  they  are  fufceptible 
©f  mirth  or  for  row,  even  before- they 
Use  gin  to  fhed  tears  In  that  early 
®age,  before  the  nerves  have  gained 
sheir  tone,  or  the  organs  learned 
their  ufe ;  before  the  creature  pays 
s:ny  attention  to  external  things, 
laughter  feems  to  be  its  uniform,  in- 
deed  its  only  exprtilion  of  pleafure 
m’  delight,  from  whatever  caufe. 
That  pleafure  muft  be  merely  ani¬ 
mal,  and  if  we  confider  the  dulnefs 
and  imperfection  of  the  child’s  per¬ 
ceptions,  we  may  well  fuppofe  it  to 
fee  of  a  very  faint  and  fubordinate 
ikind.,  perhaps  produced  by  lbme 
external  cauit,  that  mildly  irritates, 
land  ftinmlates  his  nerves. 

f  proceed  now  to  trace  out  the 
lources  of  the  ridiculous ;  and  I 
ah  ink  all  its  objeds,  various  as  they 
feern  to  be  at.  fir  ft  glance,  may  be 
found  in  one  01  other  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  cl  a  lies  : 

Fit  it.  Thofe  anions  and  geftures 
®f  the  butte  creation,  which  inmate 
she  adiens  and  geftures  of  man. 
Here  the  refemblance  leads  to  a 
companion  with  ourfelves,  the  com¬ 
panion  produces  a  fenie  of  compa- 
Fative  fuperiority,  that  fenie  of  lu- 
periority  a  triumph,  and  that  tri¬ 
umph  is  exprebed  by  laughter. 
Thefe  impelled  and  grotefque  imi¬ 
tations  by  the  brute  creation,  are  a 
loft  of  pradical  caricatures  of  hu¬ 
man  adions;  or  as  Mr.  Addiion 
very  juftly  exprefLs  it,  the  adions 
©f  beads,  which  move  our  laughter, 
bear  a  refemblance  to  a  human  blun¬ 
der.  This  fource  of  the  ridiculous 


is  but  fcanty,  and  the  pleafure  de¬ 
rived  from  it  of  a  fubordinate  de¬ 
gree.  The  inferior  creatures  that 
imitate  man  are  not  numerous ;  and 
the  human  adions  which  they  are 
competent  to  mimic,  are  but  few. 
The  refemblance  is  generally  re¬ 
mote,  often  rather  fanciful  than  real; 
and,  as  the  did  a  nee  is  fo  wide,  and 
the  inferiority  io  palpable,  the  com¬ 
parative  triumph,  and  the  pleafure 
refulting  from  it,  will  be  propor- 
tionably  fmail. 

Secondly.  Slight  corporeal  ble- 
niifhes  and  defeds  are  the  next 
fource  O'  the  ridiculous ,  to  which 
we  are  led  by  an  eafv  tranfnion  from 
the  former;  Cicero  himfelf  tells  us— 
ejr  etiam  deformitatis  id  corporis  <vi- 
tiorum  Jatis  bella  materies  ad  jocan- 
dum\  but  this  muft  be  taken  with  the 
reftridion  I  have  already  mentioned, 
th&t  the  deft  ds  and  blemiihes  mull 
not  prevent  the  perfon  from  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  pleafures,  or  performing 
the  fundions  of  life.  They  muft 
not  inculde  the  luppofition  of  caul- 
ing  pain  ;  they  muft  not  be  ghaftly 
or  offenfive  to  the  fight ;  for  in  fuch 
cafes  they  would  caufe  in  us  not 
mirth,  but  pity,  difguft,  or  aver- 
fion*.  To,  this  clafs  we  may  refer 
caricatures ,  and  other  burlefque 
paintings,  and  many  dramatic  cha¬ 
racters  where  much  of  the  pleafan- 
try  is  drawn  from  the  corporeal  pe¬ 
culiarities  of  the  perfonage  intro¬ 
duced  ;  as  for  inftance,  the  Fal- 
fttff  and  Bardolpb  of  Shakefpeau*, 
the  Corbacchio  of  Ben  Jonfon, 
Thirdly.  Unforeleen  difafters  or 
mifchances,  which  are  no  way  tra¬ 
gical,  nor  of  a  lerious  nature  ;  as, 


*  I  know  not  whether  I  fhould  refer  to  this  or  the  foregoing  head,  that  mirth 
which  arifes  from  tracing  out  feme  refemblance  to  the  brute  creation  in  the  form  and 
lineaments  of  man  ;  and  from  feeing  sr  hearing  human  creatures  imitate  the  motions, 
wsifes,  and  other  adions  of  brutss. 

for 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  159 


for  inftance,  fhould  a  beau  dreft  out 
for  an  afleinbly  fall  in  theditt,  or 
a  blaft  of  wind  hurry  away  a  fine 
lady’s  cap  and  artificial  treffes :  here 
the  accident  excites  our  triumph, 
by  a  niiichance  irom  which  we  are 
exempt ;  and  there  is  no  collate! al 
uffLCting  circumftance  to  cail  in  the 
graver  emotion  of  humanity,  and 
check  the  tiling  contempt.  Under 
this  head  we  may  include  practical 
jokes,  a  never-failing  fource  of 
merriment  among  the  vulgar;  lu¬ 
dicrous  paintings,  like  the  Enraged 
Muftcian ,  Hints  for  bad  Horfenien, 
and  other  productions  of  Hogarth *, 
and  his  fchool ;  and  moft  of  the 
laughable  fituations  and  comic  in¬ 
cidents  in  dramatic  and  other  hu¬ 
morous  writings. 

Fourthly.  The  laft  and  principal 
fource  of  the  ridiculous,  is  an  in¬ 
congruity  or  inco-nfiftency  in  the 
words  and  aCtions,  and  as  far  as 
they  can  be  traced  or  are  notified  to 
us,  in  the  thoughts  ot  men.  This 
fund  of  ridicule  is  by  far  the  moft 
copious,  from  the  infinite  diverfity 
of  objeCts  which  it  comprehends  ; 
and  it  excites  a  fpecies  of  mirth 
more  refined  and  pointed,  becaufe 
the  triumph  being  over  man  himfel  , 
in  fomething  peculiar  to  him  as  fuch, 
is  more  full  and  complete  than  that 
over  the  brute  creation,  or  man  with 
refpeCt  to  external  accidents;  and 
in  this  we  recognize  the  admirable 
contrivance  of  Providence.  For  this 
is  the  branch  of  ridicule  which  has 
the  moft  important  influence  on  the 
conduCt  of  life  and  manners,  and 
therefore  it  is  deftined  to  afteCt  us 
the  moft  forcibly.  This  laft  fource 
of  the  ridiculous  may  be  fubdivided 
into  feveral  members.  1  do  not 


propofe  the  following  diftribution 
^s  liriCtly  logical  and  lcientific,  but 
it  may  ferve  well  enough  no  explain 
the  fiibject. 

Fir!!.  Incongruity  between  the 
words,  aClions,  or  fentitwents  of  a 
perfon,  and  his  phyfical  fituation  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  his  corporeal,  acci¬ 
dents  of  youth,  age,  beauty,  defor¬ 
mity,  ft  length,  weaknefs,  ficknefs, 
health.  When  a  very  young  man, 
for  inftance,  talks  in  a  ilyle  of  dog¬ 
matical  gravity  ;  when  an  old  de- 
crepid  wretch  conceals  his  years, 
and  boafts  of  his  youth  and  vigour  ; 
when  a  ftrong  Herculean  fellow 
a  flumes  the  d  refs  cl  a  petit -maitre, 
and  affeCts  to  lifp  and  amble;  or 
fome  diminutive  and  feminine  form 
would,  with  the  military  garb,  put 
on  the  menacing  brow  and  martial 
ftride ;  all  theie  abortive  attempts 
to  a  flu  me  a  quality  which  the  perion 
does  not  poffefs,  are  as  fair  lubjeds 
of  laugh  ter  as  a  monkey  when  lie 
imperteCtly  mimics  the  aftions  of 
man.  The  incongruity  linking  us 
excites  the  idea  of  relative  imper¬ 
fection  ;  the  fenfe  of  our  own  fupe- 
riority,  in  this  inftance,  produces  an 
inward  triumph,  and  this  triumph 
is  exprefled  by  laughter 

But  here  it  may  be  objected,  and 
1  (ball  once  for  all  anfwer  the  ob¬ 
jection,  that  laughter  is  fometim  s 
produced  where  no  idea  of  telarive 
inferiority  is  imprefled,  no  triumph 
excited.  In  fupport  of  this  objec¬ 
tion  we  are  referred  to  the  in  fiances 
of  witty  di oils,  and  facetious  per- 
fons,  who,  though  capable  of  aCting 
with  the  utmoft  decorum  and  accu¬ 
racy,  tall  into  voluntary  blundets 
and  ftudied  folecilms,  merely  ,  to  en¬ 
tertain  their  companions:  and  of 


*  I  cannot  mention  the  name  of  that  excelk nt  latiritl  and  moral  painter  without 
exp;  effing  my  admiration  of  his  ikili  in  depicting  1  fc  and  manners. 

ill 
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performers  on  the  ftage,  who  repre- 
lent  clowns,  and  other  low  and  ab- 
furd  characters.  To  this  I  repiy, 
t;h at  both  the  jefter  and  the  player 
exhibit  to  us  a  fictitious  character  ; 
we  laugh  rather  with  them  than  at 
them;  not  at  what  they  really  are, 
but  at  what  they  would  leem  to  be  ; 
the  firft  emotion  excited  by  blunders 
and  improprieties  is  contempt :  this 
is  the  impreflion  ol  the  moment ;  it 
is  not  until  afterwards,  and  on  re¬ 
flection,  that  we  perceive  the  imper¬ 
fection  or  abfurdity  to  be  merely  af¬ 
fected,  and  that  the  jefter  plays  the 
fool  or  the  blunderer  tor  his  own  and 
our  amufement.  We  are  moved  to 
laughter  in  precifely  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  by  the  real  blunders  and  groj~ 
ficr-le  of  a  country  bumpkin,  and  by 
the  reprefemation  of  a  Ikiiiul  aCtor, 
who  exhibits  inch  a  character  on  the 
ftage ;  in  the  firft  feelings  there  is 
bo  difference  whatfoever,  but  this  is 
the  illufion  of  the  drama;  in  the 
fequel,  and  on  reflection,  we  defpife 
the  abfurdity  and  ignorance  of  the 
clown,, and  admire  the  (kill  and  ad~ 
drefs  ot  the  player.  So  that  the 
whole  argument  turns  on  the  over¬ 
looking  a  circumftance  very  obvious 
to  be  feen,  namely,  that  afteCted 
imperfection  or  incongruity  excites 
only  a  tranfient  and  momentary 
contempt,  whereas  a  fimilar  emotion 
of  a  permanent  duration  is  excited 
by  that  which  is  real.  In  fhort, 
whether  we  laugh  or  weep  at  the 
drama,  our  emotion  is  excited,  not 
by  the  real,  but  aflumed  perlon  and 
character  of  the  aCtor  before  us  ;  and 
the  affeCted  blunderer  in  company 
is,  in  that  ioftance,  an  aCtor ;  and 
on  the  fame  principles  we  may  ex¬ 
plain  the  effcCts  of  irony.  Where  a 
perlon  feems  *o  poffeis  an  opinion, 
or  affert  a  faCt  the  very  contrary  of 
vrhat  he  means  to  eftablifh ;  this  is 


a  fort  of  intellectual  aCting,  or  play 
ing  a  feigned  character.  We  dii~ 
tinguifh  in  a  moment  between  the 
real  and  effectual  aifertion  or  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  perlon. 

Secondly.  Incongruity  between 
the  manner  of  (peaking,  aCting,  and 
thinking,  and  the  civil  or  political 
fituation  of  the  perfon  ;  a  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  decorums  of  character 
and  propriety  of  aCting  conformable 
to  rank  and  ftation  ;  as  if  a  grave 
perfonage,  a  ftatefman,  or  philofo- 
pher,  fhould  be  discovered  riding  on 
a  hobby-horfe  ;  or  a  great  monarch 
be  furprized  at  the  unkingly  paftime 
of  playing  taw,  or  catching  flies. 
Yet  even  fuch  mean  and  ndiculous 
aCtions  as  thefe  (which  confirms  the 
preceding  theory)  may  be  qualified 
and  ennobled  by  collateral  circum- 
ftances.  Socrates  was  not  afhamed 
to  be  caught  in  fome  fuch  fituation  ; 
nor  would  it  degrade  even  a  mo¬ 
narch,  in  the  eye  of  wifdom,  fhould 
he  be  found,  in  a  moment  of  pater¬ 
nal  tendernefs,  playing  at  taw 
among  his  children. 

Under  the  foregoing  head  we  may 
include  fuch  characters  as  the  Parlon 
Trulliber  of  Fielding,  the  ambi¬ 
tious  cobler  mentioned  in  the  Spec¬ 
tator,  who  contrived  to  gratify  his 
pride  by  framing  the  figure  of  a 
beau  in  v/ood,  who  kneeled  before 
him  in  a  fuppliant  pofture  ;  female 
pedants,  and  fmall  politicians. 
From  this  fund  of  the  ridiculous  are 
derived  the  mock  heroic  or  parody  y  i 
and  the  low  burlelque.  The  mock 
heroic  reprefents  mean  agents,  and 
low  characters  (peaking  the  language 
which  common  ufe  has  appropriated 
to  the  auguft  and  exalted  ;  parody 
applies  the  very  identical  expreffions 
which  had  been  employed  on  fome.: 
great  and  folemn  occafion,  and  by 
an  exalted  and  dignified  perfonage, 
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to  foirte  vulgar  and  little  incident. 
The  low  burlefque,  on  the  contrary, 
reprefents  exalted  perfonages  en¬ 
gaged  in  mean  puifuiis  (as  for  in- 
itance,  Dido  building  an  houfe  of 
eafe)  and  ufing  the  dialect  ol  the 
rabble.  It  is  remarkable  that  thefe 
two  fpecies  of  compofition,  although 
they  leem  to  differ  fo  widely  in  their 
genius,  produce  their  effeCt,  laugh¬ 
ter,  by  the  very  fame  fort  of  incon¬ 
gruity. 

Thirdly.  A  departure  from  the 
manners,  language,  and  cuftoms  of 
the  age  and  country,  or  ef  en  of  our 
own  peculiar  clafs  in  life,  profeffion, 
or  province.  The  rude  and  vulgar 
evety  where  are  difpofed  to  laugh 
at  the  peculiar  habits  and  cuftoms 
of  foreigners  ;  and  even  the  police 
and  liberal,  who  have  learned  from 
an  extenfive  commerce  with  the 
world  the  precept  of  Horace,  nil 
admirart ,  could  lcarce  reftrain  their 
mirth  were  they  to  fee  a  modem 
Englifhman  dreft  in  the  ruff  of 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  day,  and  hear  him 
talk  in  the  dialect  of  Spenfer,  with 
his  antiquated  words,  eftfoons, yclept 
and  a vhiUme.  Every  nation  has  that 
degree  of  piedileCtion  for  its  owncuf- 
toms  and  manners,  that  it  fuppofes 
a  departure  or  variance  from  them  to 
be  an  inftance  of  inferiority,  and 
to  fhow  a  want  of  refinement  or  of 
undei  Handing.  The  difference  of 
garb  is  found  to  have  a  ftriking  ef¬ 
feCt  on  the  human  mind  j  even  in 
the  fame  country  and  nation,  the 
refpeCt  which  individuals  pay  to  each 
other  is,  in  fome  degree,  regulated 
by  an  attention  to  drefs  ;  the  mu¬ 
tual  contempt  and  antipathy  which 
fometimesfubfift  bet  ween  nation,  and 
nation,  are  very  much  fupported  and 
kept  alive  by  the  difference  6f  ha¬ 
biliment.  Under  this  head  we  may 
clafs  the  travelled  coxcomb  and  fop 


who  affeCts  to  renounce  the  garb, 
language,  and  manners  of  his  own 
country  ;  the  feenes  of  low  humour,, 
that  turn  on  national  peculiarities 
and  prejudices ;  or  profeffional  modes 
of  thinking  or  fpeaking,  as  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  Frenchmen,  Teague^, 
failots,  lawyers,  fo  frequent  in  come¬ 
dy  ;  and  on  this  principle  it  is  thait 
the  fimple  reprefentation  of  hum¬ 
ble  life  fometii  ues  excites  mirth. 

Fourthly.  A  difparity  between 
paflions  and  their  objects,  between 
means  and  their  end,  which  ftand 
forth  in  human  life,  and  excite  con¬ 
tempt  under  the  denomination  and 
form  of  foibles  and  abfurd  opinions. 
It  were  endleis  to  adduce  examples 
of  thefe,  they  are  multiform  and 
various  as  the  purfuits  and  aCtiorvs 
of  man;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  every 
paffion,  when  carried  to  excels,  im- 
preffes  us  with  the  idea  of  incon¬ 
gruity.  and  confequently  of  relative 
imperfeCtion  ;  and  fo  does  every 
palpable  difproportion  between  the 
end  and  the  means,  on  which  fide 
foever  the  deficiency  or  inferiority 
falls,  and  will  excite  laughter  by 
contempt ;  provided,  however,  that 
there  is  nothing  of  ferious  affliction 
to  the  agent  himfelf,  or  ferious  da¬ 
mage  or  danger  to  other  perfoas,, 
which  may  call  forth  emotions  of  .a 
more  vigorous  character  and  a  deep¬ 
er  hue. 

Were  I  to  learch  for  a  portrait 
which  at  once  combines  in  itfeif, 
and  illutlrates  all  the  different  forms 
of  the  lidiculous  abovementionedj, 
I  fhould  inftance  that  of  Don  Quix¬ 
ote  ;  his  words  and  aCtions  do  not 
accord  with  his  phyfical  fituation, 
for  with  his  fingle  arm  he  would 
rout  armies  and  overthrow  giants^ 
nor  with  »is  civil  and  political  ex- 
iffence,  for  he  pretends  to  overthrow 
empires,  diftribute  kingdoms,  and 

con  for 
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confer  titles  and  honours.  Hisdrefs, 
his  arms,  his  notions,  his  phrafeo- 
logy,  are  not  of  the  country  or  age 
in  which  he  lives ;  his  paffions,  love 
and  honour,  for  infiance,  are  in  ex- 
cefs,  and  their  objects  mean  and  > 
contemptible  ;  the  ends  he  propo  es 
are  extravagant,  and  the  means  he 
employs  are  inefficient ;  all  thefe 
form  fuch  a  tifiiie  of  incongruity, 
unqualified  by  any  tragical  circum- 
flance  or  incident,  as  is  truly  comic, 
and  they  are  heightened  by  (light 
corporeal  defeats,  and  called  out 
and  illuftrated  in  a  variety  of  crofs 
adventures  and  petty  misfortunes. 

For  the  fake  of  perfpicuity  I  (hail 
rank  blundirs  in  speaking 
and  acting  in  a  diftindt  clafs  of 
the  ridiculous,  being  the  filth,  of 
what  I  fiiould  call  the  intrinfically 
ridiculous,  or  incongruity  in  the 
words,  adtions,  or  thoughts  of  men. 
Yet  this  is  but  a  baftard  clafs  ;  for 
it  will  appear,  on  examination  of 
every  individual  circumftance  be- 
longing  to  it,  that  they  may  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  one  or  other  of  thofe  pre¬ 
ceding. 

Though  I  have  hitherto  confidered 

O 

and  treated  the  fources  of  the  ridi¬ 
culous,  as  if  ridicule  were  fomething 
ftable  and  certain,  nothing  in  fa£t 
can  be  more  variable  and  fluctuating 
in  its  nature.  Things  appear  ridi¬ 
culous  or  not  according  to  the  edu¬ 
cation,  courfe  of  life,  conftitution, 
and  temper  of  the  obferver,  which 
vary  his  notions  of  propriety,  per¬ 
fection,  and  order,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  indecoium,  defeat,  and 
incongruity,  on  the  other.  Virtue, 
religion,  truth,  honour,  every  thing 
ferious  and  venerable,  have  and 
daily  do  become  fubjeCts  pf  ridicule 
among  certain  unhappy  claffes  of 
men.  The  vulgar  will  laugh  at 
many  coarfe  jefts  and  indelicate  al- 
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lufions,  while  perfons  of  a  more 
happy  education  and  refined  tafte 
will  be  (hocked  at  fuch  mirth,  as  in¬ 
human  and  indecent.  One  man 
may  receive  as  facetious  obferya- 
tions,  what  would  offend  his  neigh¬ 
bour  as  daring  impieties  ;  but 
wherever  a  laugh  is  produced,  it 
invariably  proceeds  from  the  con- 
Icious  triumph  of  felf-fuperioriiy, 
either  real  or  imaginary. 

The  variable  nature  of  ridicule 
may  ferve  to  convince  us  that  ridi¬ 
cule  cannot  be  the  tefi  of  truth ;  a 
tefix  iliould  be  independent  and  lub- 
ftantive  ;  ridicule  depends  in  a  great 
meafure  on  the  temper  and  diipofi- 
tion,  the  education,  endowments, 
acquifitions,  habits,  and  purfuits  of 
the  obferver;  truth  is  univerial  and 
invariable ;  but  were  ridicule  the 
tejl  of  truth,  the  lame  identical  pro- 
pofitions  would  be  true  to  one  man 
and  falfe  to  another. 

Mr.  Brown,  in  his  efiays  cn  Shaftf- 
bury ,  has  laboured,  and  at  fome 
length,  to  fliow  that  ridicule  cannot 
be  the  tefi  of  truth,  becaufe  it  is  a 
mode  of  eloquence  tending  to  affeft 
and  agitate  the  mind  ;  as  much  a 
mode  of  eloquence  as  the  tfonr«v, 
the  pitiable  or  pa'hetic;  and  his 
reafoning  is  concluflve  ;  but  this 
point  may  be  demonfirated  in  a  few 
words,  and  1  think  with  a  mathema¬ 
tical  ftriCtnefs  Ridicule  cannot  be  the 
tefi  of  truth ,  for  being  a  branch  or 
mode  of  the  imitative  aits,  it  pre- 
fents,  as  that  name  imports,  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  fome  object,  and  cannot  be 
the  criterion  of  that  of  which  it  is 
only  the  reprefentation.  2dly,  The 
ridiculous  not  only  confifis  in  the  re¬ 
prefentation  of  a  pidture,  but  it  is 
a  Angle  pofitive  picture  ;  there  is  no 
relative  view,  no  collation  of  two 
objects ;  but  to  the  exiftence  of  truth 
or  falfehood ,  the  collation  of  two 

objects 
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objects  is  neceflary  3d ! y.  The 
perception  of  ridicule  is  inftanta- 
neous,  the  perception  of  truth  or 
falfehood  is  a  piogreffive  operation 
of  the  niind.  A  propofition  muft 
be  formed  ;  the  fubjetft  and  predi¬ 
cate  of  this  propofition  nuift  be 
compared,  and  from  this  ccmparifon 
the  underrtar.ding  coiledts  their  a- 
greement  or  difagieement.  This 
progrefiion  takes  place  even  in  pro¬ 
portions  called  intuitive,  that  is  to 
fay,  where  the  truth  or  falfehood  is 
perceived  without  the  intervention 
cf  proofs  or  means.  Now,  if  ridi¬ 
cule  were  the  left  of  truth,  the  per¬ 
ception  of  the  ridiculous ,  and  the 
perception  of  falfehood ,  would  be 
one  and  the  fame,  and  would  in 
every  cafe  be  not  ptogrejjive  but  in - 
JlantaneousV 


Account  of  a  Vi  fit  fa'd  by  Monf. 
Savary  to  Ifmael  Aga.  a  Turk  of 
Confequence  in  the  lflarnl  of  Can- 
dia,  antiently  Crete.- — From  M. 
Savary’s  Letters  $n  Greece. 

To  M.  L.  M. 

I  AM  now  going  to  introduce  you, 
Madam,  to  one  of  the  mod  a- 
miable  Turks  in  the  tfland,  nor  can 
1  fuppofe  you  will  be  dilpleafed  with 
your  new  acquaintance.  Ifmael 
Aga,  one  of  the  wealtnied  land 
proprietors  in  Canea  *,  is  a  man  of 
about  feventy  years  of  age,  of  a  ma- 
jeftic  ftature,  a  fine  face,  and  flil! 
exhibits  in  his  features  the  marks  of 
ftrength  and  vigour.  He  has  had 
the  command  of  feveral  of  the 
Grand  Signior’s  caravelles,  and 
paffed  fome  time  at  Venice;  he  has 
travelled  through  Egypt, and  vHited, 


US  ESSAYS.  143 

according  to  the  religious  cu  Horns  of 
the  Mahometans,  the  tomb  of  has 
Piophet.  His  travels  have  entirely 
diverted  him  of'  that  pride,  wit&i 
which  ignorance,  and  the  prejudices, 
ot  their  religion,  infpire  the  Turks,, 
nor  does  he,  like  them,  defpife 
ftraogers  ;  but,  on  the  contrary* 
takes  plcafure  in,  and  couris  their 
fociety.  Having  invited  us  to  fpeml 
fome  time  at  his  country-  houfe,  he 
fent  herfes  for  us,  and  ordered  his 
fons  to  fhew  us  the  way  We  ac¬ 
cordingly  let  out  from  Canea  at 
eight  in  the  morning,  crofTed  that 
beautiful  part  of  the  country  cover¬ 
ed  with  olive-trees,  which  extends 
to  the  foot  of  the  White  Mountains, 
and  having  rode  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  delight  ui  plain  of 
myrtles,  arrived  about  noon  at  his 
houfe,  fituated,  a  league  beyond  is* 
on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  Ifmael 
received  us  with  friendfhip,  bm 
without  any  of  thofe  demonfirations 
of  joy  and  pleafure  which  ceremony 
lavifhes  in  other  countries.  Yop 
are  welcome,  laid  he,  with  an  aar 
of  cool  fatisfadtion ;  and  iminediK 
ately  conduced  us  to  \the  place  of 
entertainment. 

The  heavens  were  clear  and  ie- 
rene,  but  the  atmofphere  was  heated 
by  a  burning  fun,  to  which  we  had 
been  four  hours  expofed  :  nothing 
could  now  be  fo  defirable  to  us  is 
coolnefs  ;  and  cur  willies  were  am¬ 
ply  gratified.  The  table  was  fpre&d 
in  the  garoen,  under  the  fliade  of 
orange-trees.  Six  of  thefe  beauta- 
ful  trees,  planted  in  a  circle,  united 
their  branches,  which  had  never 
been  mutilated  by  the  rticers,  amt 
formed  over  our  heads  a  roof  kn~  ‘ 
penetrable  to  the  rays  of  the  fm. 
In  the  middle  of  a  very  hot  day. 


*  The  ancient  Cydon 
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we  enjoyed,  in  this  arbour,  which 
nature  had  fo  profufeiy  embelliflied, 
a  delidious  coolnefs.  On  every  fide, 
flowers  hung  in  garlands  over  the 
guefts,  and  formed  a  crown  for 
each.  The  brightnefs  of  their  co¬ 
lours,  their  exquifite  odours,  the 
beauty  of  the  foliage,  gently  agi¬ 
tated  by  the  zephyr,  every  thing 
eonfpired  to  make  us  imagine  our- 
felves  fuddenly  tranfported  to  fome 
enchanting  grore.  To  complete  the 
whole,  a  beautiful  ftream,  which 
defcended  from  the  adjoining  hills, 
pafied  under  the  table,  and  contri¬ 
buted  to  preferve  the  pleafantnefs 
and  coolnefs  of  our  arbour  ;  on  each 
fide  of  us  we  beheld  it  gliding  over 
a  golden  fand,  and  winding  its  cryf- 
tal  ftream  through  the  garden,  in 
which  a  great  number  of  ftnall  ca¬ 
nals  had  been  dug  to  convey  its  wa¬ 
ters  to  the  orange,  the  pom  granate, 
and  almond  trees,  which  repaid  the 
moifture  they  received  with  intereft, 
in  flowers  and  fruits. 

The  table  was  now  ferved  j  the 
Aga  had  endeavoured  to  provide 
for  us  fui table  to  our  taftes ;  we  were 
prefented  with  all  the  utenfils  com¬ 
mon  in  France  j  and  our  hoft  himfelf 
conformed  to  all  our  cuftoms  Know¬ 
ing  that  we  wereuled  to  take  loup, 
he  fupplied  us  with  a  great  difh  of 
roaft-meats  covered  with  a  delicious 
jelly.  Round  this  were  bartavelies 
almoft  as  large  as  our  hens,  and  with 
a  fumet  which  excited  the  appetite: 
there  were  befide  excellent  quails, 
a  tender  and  delicate  lamb,  and 
hafhed-meat  drefted  with  rice,  and 
perfectly  well  feafoned.  The  wine 
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correfponded  with  the  excellence  of 
the  reft  of  our  entertainment ;  we 
were  ferved  v/ith  <1 rin  de  /w*,  malm- 
fey  of  mount  Ida,  and  a  fort  of  per¬ 
fumed  red  wine,  equally  agreeable 
to  the  fmell  and  the  tafte.  Our  good 
patriarch,  wifhing  ia  imitate  his 
guefts,  and  take  his  glafs  in  defi¬ 
ance  of  the  prophet,  had  fent  away 
his  fervants,  and  his  children.  Lay¬ 
ing  afide  the  Turkifh  gravity,  which 
never  condefcends  to  lmile,  he  chat¬ 
ted  with  much  vivacity,  and  fre¬ 
quently  aftonifhed  us  by  the  pene¬ 
tration  of  his  underftanding,  the 
aptnets  of  his  replies,  and  the  juft- 
nefs  of  his  ideas.  When  the  difhes  j 
were  removed,  we  were  prefented 
with  Moka  coffee,  and  pipes.  Do 
not  be  too  much  fkpcked.  Madam,  ; 
the  pipes  made  ufe  of  here  are  of  i 
jafmine,  and  the  part  applied  to  the 
mouth,  of  amber  ;  their  enormous 
length  entirely  takes  away  the  pun¬ 
gency  of  the  tobacco,  which,  in 
Turkey,  however,  is  mild  ;  and,  : 
being  mixed  with  the  wood  of  aloes,  i 
produced  a  vapour  neither  difagree-  : 
able  nor  incommodious,  as  in  other  i 
countries. 

We  repofed  ourfelves  agreeably 
under  the  fliade,  and  enjoyed  the 
delicious  fragrance  of  the  orange 
flowers ;  our  hoft  was  extremely 
fociafand  took  the  lead  in  the  con-> 
verfation.  No  offer  was  here  made 
to  fhine,  by  thofe  flafhes  we  call 
wit,  to  ornament  fplendid  nothings 
in  gaudy  colours,  or  to  diffeminate 
agreeable  fcandal.  To  attempt  this 
would  only  have  been  to  lofe  time. 
Ifmael  would  have  underftood  110- 


*  The  wine  made  by  the  Jews  is  called  vin  Je  loi ,  or  wine  of  the  law,  and  is 
little  known  in  France  ;  it  is  rather  bitter,  but  leave*  an  agreeable  flavour  in  the  | 
wioutb,  and  excites  a  gentle  warmth  in  the  ftomach, 

Themalmnfey  of  mount  Ida  is  more  un&uous,  more  agreeable  to  the  palate,  and  | 
not  Iefs  fragrant. 

thing 
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thng  of  our  jargon.  We  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  content  ourtelves  with  lis¬ 
tening  to  folid  obfervations,  and  re¬ 
turning  anfweis  according  to  the 
dictates  of rea fon,  and  found  fenfe. 
As  loon  as  the  great  heat  was  over, 
he  called  his  Ions, and  ordered  them 
to  attend  us  on  a  fhooting  party  ; 
we  delcended  into  a  plain  where  we 
found  plenty  of  quails,  and  had  the 
pleafure  of  killing  many  without  fa¬ 
tigue.  The  darknefs,  which  now 
advanced  over  the  hills,  brought  us 
back  to  the  houfe  ;  and,  as  the 
nights  at  this  feaion  are  as  clear  and 
fine  as  the  days  are  beautiful,  we 
lupped  in  the  arbour  of  orange-trees. 
Rarely  do  we  enjoy  this  luxury  in 
Fi  ance  ;  the  night  air  has  always  a 
degree  ol  chilnefs  that  makes  us 
fhudder,  ora  copious  dew  falls  in¬ 
jurious  to  health.  In  Crete,  dur¬ 
ing  the  lummer,  you  are  not  ex- 
poled  to  thele  inconveniencies, 
which,  though  trifling,  interrupt  the 
enjoyment  ot  the  company.  The 
Iky  was  without  a  cloud,  the  cool- 
nefs  agreeable,  and  the  air  fo  calm, 
as  fcarcely  to  diiluib  the  light  of 
four  large  wax- tapers,  which  illu¬ 
mined  the  foliage  in  a  thoufand  dif¬ 
ferent  ways,  and  the  varied  reflec¬ 
tions  of  which  produced  lights  and 
fhades  of  an  admirable  eifieft.  Here 
the  leaves  ilione  upon,  alTumed  a 
brill  iant  yellow,  and  there  a  deep 
verdure,  while  in  fome  places  the 
whitenefs  of  the  flowers  lufpended 
in  feftoons,  was  heightened  by  a 
golden  ground  ;  further  on,  the 
opening  of  two  leaves  left  a  palfiage 
for  the  refplendence  of  a  ftar,  which 
fparkled  like  the  diamond.  The 
condenfation  of  the  air  had  collected 
the  fragrant  perfumes  of  the  flow¬ 
ers  and  fhrubs,  and  every  fenfe  was 
delighted.  The  luminous  corufca- 
tions  which  played  upon  the  foliage, 
Vo l.  XXXI. 
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and  the  contrafl  of  light  and  fliade» 
which  continually  varied  its  form 
and  colours,  produced  a  feenery  fo 
delightful,  that  this  flowery  canopy 
extended  over  cur  heads  appeared 
to  me  more  beautiful  by  night, 
than  amid  the  fplendor  of  day. 
Perhaps,  too,  the  delicacy  of  our 
good  cheer,  the  excellence  of  the 
wine,  and  the  novelty  of  the  deco¬ 
rations,  might  give  new  vigour  to 
imagination,  and  that  enchantrefs 
might  take  a  delight  in  flill  fur¬ 
ther  embellifhing  fo  voluptuous  an 
abode. 

TheTuiksdo  not  referve  in  their 
houfes  feparate  apartments  for  every 
perlon  of  the  family  ;  the  wo¬ 
men  only  have  diflindt  chambers  $ 
the  men  fleep  together  in  fpacious 
halls,  on  ma traffics  Ipread  on  the 
carpetting,  and  provided  with  fheets 
and  a  blanket.  Agreeable  to  this 
ancient  cuflom,  flill  oblerved  by  the 
orientals,  we  were  fhewn  into  a 
large  room,  ronnd  which  our  beds 
were  placed  upon  the  ground. 
Only  two  centuries  ago,  it  was 
ufual,  even  in  Fiance,  for  the  whole 
family  to  pafs  the  night  in  the  fame 
apartment  ;  fince  that  time,  our 
manners  have  undergone  a  great 
change  ;  they  have  infinitely  more 
delicacy  and  convenience,  nay,  per¬ 
haps  decency  ;  but  are  they  more 
facial  ? 

The  day  had  fcarcely  begun  to 
break,  when  the  fervants  came  to 
awaken  us ;  for  the  Mahometans 
rife  with  the  dawn,  to  repeat  the 
morning  prayer,  and  to  enjoy  the 
firft  rays  of  the  furi,  and  the  deli¬ 
cious  coolnefs  diffiuied  throughout 
the  air.  When  we  came  down  from 
our  chamber,  breakfall  was  waiting 
for  us ;  we  drank  moka,  fmoaked 
the  odoriferous  tobacco  of  Latakia, 
and,  accompanied  bv  the  fans  of  the 
L  Aga , 
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Aga,  and  two  game-keepers,  made 
an  excurfion  to  (hoot  partridges.  I 
have  only  Teen  one  fpecies  of  that 
bird  in  this  ifland  ;  the  bartaveUe, 
which  inhabits  the  mountains,  where 
it  multiplies  ptodigioufly ;  its  co¬ 
lours  are  more  lively,  and  it  is  much 
laiger  than  our  red  partridge,  and 
excellently  well  tafted  :  we  found 
innumerable  coveys  of  thefe  birds 
on  all  the  hills.  Our  morning  was 
fatiguing,  but  very  fuccefsful  Fre¬ 
quently,  after  Fraying  over  emi¬ 
nences  covered  with  biiars,  we  de¬ 
fended  into  a  valley  overfpread  with 
myrtles  and  laurel-rofes.  1  he  game 
retires  into  fuch  places  during  the 
violent  heat  of  the  fun,  and  we 
fprung  partridges,  quails,  and  hares, 
from  the  midft  ol  thefe  flowery 
thickets. 

On  our  return  to  the  Aga’s,  an 
excellent  dinner,  the  malmfey  of 
mount  Ida,  and  our  delightful  ar¬ 
bour,  made  us  forget  all  our  fatigues. 
His  women  paid  us  a  gallant  atten¬ 
tion,  by  the  prefent  of  a  large  cake 
made  with  their  own  hands;  it  was 
compofed  oCflour,  perfumed  honey, 
fre  ill  almonds,  and  pounded  pifta- 
chio-nuts,  mixed  with  a  little  rofe- 
water  :  this  paftry  was  vety  light, 
and  we  all  allowed  it  to  be  excel¬ 
lent. 

During  the  whole  time  we  palled 
at  the  feat  of  Ilmael  Aga,  we  ex¬ 
perienced  from  him  nothing  but  the 
utmoft  politenefs ;  he  made  us  no 
great  compliments,  but  he  ftudied 
our  taftes;  and  we  were  fure  ol  find¬ 
ing  on  our  table  the  diflies  to  which 
we  feemed  to  give  a  preference. 
One  morning,  riling  before  my  com¬ 
panions,  and  walking  among  the 


neighbouring  orchards,  I  perceived 
this  venerable  muflultnan  (landing 
near  a  fountain  contiguous  to  the 
houfe:  he  was  wafhing  his  face  and 
hands,  and  chaunting  the  firft  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  Koran,  that  is  to  fay,  one 
of  the  fineft  hymns  ever  addrefl'ed 
by  man  to  the  Supreme  Being  *. 
He  feemed  entirely  abferbed  in  the 
adoration  he  was  paying  to  his  Cre¬ 
ator  ;  and  I  conceived  a  favourable 
opinion  of  a  man,  who  fulfilled, 
with  fo  much  dignity,  the  fiift  of  all 
duties. 

This  Turkifli  nobleman  poilefled 
feveral  other  country-houfes.  That 
to  which  we  were  invited  he  only 
occupies  in  the  fpring  ;  for  he 
pafles  the  violent  heat  of  the  fummer 
in  a  charming  retreat,  fituated  a- 
mong  the  mountfdns.  There,  while 
the  fun  fcorches  up  the  plain,  and 
the  whole  atmofphere  feems  on  fire, 
he  enjoys  a  delicious  temperature  ; 
and  beholds  the  country  round  him 
clad  in  verdure,  and  covered  with 
flowers  and  fruits. 

Such,  Madam,  is  the  life  led  by 
the  rich  Mahometans  in  Candia  : 
they  pa  fs  three-fourths  of  the  year  on 
their  eftates,  and  repair  in  winter  to 
the  towns,  to  fell  the  fupeifluity  of 
their  produce  ;  the  oil,  which  they 
make  in  great  quantities,  the  wax, 
the  wine,  and  the  wool  of  their 
flocks,  procure  them  very  confidera- 
blewealth.  Content  with  their  poflef- 
fions,  they  afpire  after  none  of  thofe 
public  employments  which  might 
endanger  their  fafety,  but  fee  them, 
without  envy,  in  the  pofleflion  of 
ftrangers.  Uncontrolled  monarchs 
on  their  own  eftates, they  command 
and  receive  implicit  obedience. 


*  The  chapter  called  the  Intro AuSl'fn,  which  ferves  in  fa&  as  a  preface  to  the 
Koran:  it  breathes  that  fublimity,  that  ancient  fimplicity ,  which  feems  to  be  the 
proper  language  of  man  to  the  Almighty. 

/  Pofleflin* 

w 
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Poflefling  the  handfomeft:  women  of 
the  lfland  *,  they  bring  up  their  nu¬ 
merous  offspring  in  the  relpedt  and 
fubmiffion  due  to  the  chief  of  the 
family.  Thefe  Mahometans,  en¬ 
joying  without  pain,  anxiety,  or 
ambition,  all  the  bounties  offered 
them  by  nature,  pals  their  days  in 
tranquility  and  happinefs,  and  re¬ 
tain,  even  in  a  very  advanced  age, 
almoft  unimpaired  good  health. 

I  lliall  long  remember,  Madam, 
the  agreeable  hours  I  fpent  at  the 
country  feat  of  Ifmael  Aga  ;  yet  I 
mult  confels  to  you,  that,  amid  the 
pleafures  1  was  enjo}ing,  I  could 
not  fuppre'fs  a  feeling  of  regret  for 
the  ablence  of  the  fine  arts.  To 
this,  however,  the  Mahometans  are 
infenfible  ;  but  a  Frenchman  cannot 
but  deplore  a  want  fo  effential,  in 
one  ot  the  fined  countries  in  the 
world.  Were  this  ifland  the  coun¬ 
try  of  a  polifhed  people,  how  would 
it  change  its  appearance !  How 
much  more  delightful  would  its  gar¬ 
dens  become  !  What  delicious 
fhades  would  the  hand  of  an  able 
artift  there  form  !  How  would  he 
difplay,  in  brilliant  cafcades,  thofe 


rivulets  which  rufli  naturally  from 
the  hill-tops !  How  conjoin  the 
fcarlct  of  the  pomegranate- tree  with 
the  white  ot  the  orange  flower ! 
How  would  the  myrtle  and  the 
laurel  role  then  interweave  their 
branches,  and  their  blofloms,  and 
the  charming  lilac  vary  the  beaute¬ 
ous  mixture  !  How  would  thofe  ele¬ 
gant  flnubs,  diftributed  in  clumps, 
compofe  groves  unequalled  for  the 
fragrance  of  their  flowers,  the  va¬ 
riety  of  their  colours,  and  the  di¬ 
versified  tints  of  their  foliage.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  fmiling  arbours,  the  poet 
would  feel  himfelf  infpired  by  the 
Mufes,  breathe  rapturous  drains  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  Graces,  and  chaunt 
hymns  to  Love.  Amid  fuch  won¬ 
drous  natural  beauties,  letters  would 
flourifh  as  in  the  days  of  Anacreon, 
whofe  brow  was  perpetually  crown- 
with  rofes.  Pardon  me,  Madam, 
if  I  thus  yield  to  the  pleafing  dreams 
of  my  imagination:  alas!  1  fear  I 
(hall  not  be  able  to  produce  the  like 
in  the  foggy  atmofphere  of  the 
Seine. 

I  have  the  honour&o  be,  &C.’’ 


*  The  Turks  are  not  fcrupulous  in  their  means  of  obtaining  women  :  when  a 
Greek  has  a  pretty  daughter,  and  has  tke  misfortune  to  let  her  go  out  of  the  houfe 
alone,  that  moment  they  carry  her  off,  and  marry  her.  They  do  not  force  her  to 
renounce  her  religion,  if  fhe  appears  much  attached  to  it  ;  but  all  the  children  are 
Mahometans.  I  faw  at  Canea  a  handfome  Greek  girl,  who  had  been  carried  off  in 
this  manner  from  her  family.  At  her  hulband’s  death,  fhe  returned  to  her  rela¬ 
tions;  but  her  children  were  mulTelmen,  and  fhe  was  obliged  to  feparate  from  them. 
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POETRY. 


ODE  0*  His  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH-DAY,  June  4 thy  1789. 

By  T.  Wart  on,  Efq\  Poet-  Laureate 

AS  when  the  demon  of  the  fummer-ftorm 

Walks  forth,  the  noontide  landfcape  to  deform. 

Dark  grows  the  vale,  and  dark  the  diftant  grove, 

*  And  thick  the  bolts  of  angry  Jove 
Athwart  the  watery  welkin  glide, 

And  dreams  th’  aerial  torrent  tar  and  wide : 

If  by  fliort  fits  the  ftruggling  ray 
Should  dart  a  momentary  day, 

Th*  illumin’d  mountain  glows  awhile, 

By  faint  degrees  the  radiant  glance 
Purples  th’  horizon’s  pale  expan fe. 

And  gilds  the  gloom  with  hafty  frnile  : 

Ah,  fickle  frnile,  too  fwiftly  pad ! 

Again  refounds  the  fweeping  blaft; 

With  hoarfer  din  the  demon  howls, 

Again  the  blackening  concave  fcowls ! 

Sudden,  the  lhades  of  the  meridian  night 
Yield  to  the  triumph  of  rekindling  light: 

The  reddening  fun  regains  his  golden  fway, 

And  Nature  (lands  reveal’d  in  all  her  bright  array. 

II. 

Such  was  the  changeful  conflict  that  polled 
With  trembling  tumult  every  Rritifh  bread  ; 

When  Albion,  towering  in  the  van  fublime 
Of  Glory’s  march,  from  clime  to  clime 
Envied,  belov’d,  rever’d,  renown’d, 

Her  brows  with  every  blifsful  chaplet  bound  : 

When,  in  her  mid  career  of  date, 

She  felt  her  Monarch’s  aweful  fate  !— 

Till  Mercy  from  th’  Almighty  throne  , 

Look’d  down  on  man,  and,  waving  wide 
Her  wreath,  that,  in  the  rainbow  dy’d. 

With  hues  of  foften’d  ludre  fhone, 
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And  bending  from  her  fapphire  c!oud, 

O’er  regal  grief  benignant  bow’d  ; 

To  tranlport  turn’d  a  people’s  tears, 

And  day’d  a  people’s  tide  of  tears  : 

Bade  this  bled  dawn  with  beams  aufpieious  fpring, 

With  hope  ferene,  with  healing  in  its  wing  ; 

And  gave  a  Sovereign  o’er  a  grateful  land 

Again  with  vigorous  grafp  to  firetch  the  feepter’d  hand. 

III. 

O  favour’d  King,  what  rapture  more  refin’d. 

What  mightier  joy,  can  fill  the  human  mind, 

Than  that  the  Monarch’s  confcious  bofom  feels. 

At  whofe  dread  throne  a  Nation  kneels, 

And  hails  its  Father,  Friend,  and  Lord, 

To  life’s  career,  to  patriot  fway,  redor’d  ; 

And  bids  the  loud  refponfive  voice 
Of  union  all  around  rejoice  ? 

For  thus  to  thee  when  Britons  bow, 

Warm  and  fpontaneous  from  the  heart, 

As  late  their  tears,  their  tranfports  dart, 

And  Nature  dictates  Duty’s  vow. 

To  thee,  recall’d  to  facred  health. 

Did  the  proud  City’s  Iavifih  wealth. 

Did  crowded  ftreets  alone  difplay 
The  long-drawn  blad,  the  fedal  ray  ? 

Meek  Poverty  her  fcanty  cottage  grac’d, 

And  flung  her  gleam  acrofs  the  lonely  wafle 
Th’  exulting  ifle  in  one  wide  triumph  drove, 

One  focial  iacrifice  of  reverential  love. 

IV. 

Such  pure  unprompted  praife  do  kingdoms  pay. 

Such  willing  zeal,  to  thrones  of  lawlefs  fway  ? 

Ah  !  how  unlike  the  vain,  the  venal  lore 
To  Latian  rulers  dealt  of  yore, 

O’er  guilty  pomp,  and  hated  power. 

When  dream’d  the  fparkling  panegyrick  fhower ; 

And  Haves,  to  fovereigns  unindear’d, 

’T  heir  pageant-trophies  coldly  rear’d  ! 

For  are  the  charities,  that  blend 
Monarch  with  man,  to  tyrants  known  ? 

The  tender  ties,  that  to  the  throne 
A  mild  domedic  glory  lend  ? 

Of  wedded  love  the  league  fincere, 

The  virtuous  confort’s  faithful  tear !  — 

Nor  this  the  verfe  that  Flattery  brings, 

Nor  here  I  drike  a  Syren’s  firings : 

L  3  Here, 
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Here,  kindling  with  her  country’s  warmth,  the  Mule 
Her  country’s  proud  triumphant  theme  purfues : 

Ev’n  need lels  here  the  tribute  of  her  lay  :• — 

Albion  the  gailand  gives — on  this  diltinguifh’d  day. 

PROLOGUE,  by  the  Author,  to  False  Appearances 
a  Comedy  y  altered  from  the  French. 

Spoken  by  Mr.  Wrought  on. 

LAUNCH’D  on  the  bofom  of  the  gentle  tide, 

With  fiiendly  hands  its  eafy  courfe  to  guide  f 
With  gilded  tackling,  and  with  filken  fail, 

To  catch  of  kind  applaufe  the  flat t’ring  gale; 

Say,  what  ftrange  frenzy  in  the  Poet’s  brain. 

Urg’d  his  frail  bark  to  tempt  the  ftormy  main, 

(Far  from  the  kindly  fafe  protecting  iliore) 

Where  the  winds  whittle  and  the  tempefts  roar  ? 

With  fuch  a  cargo  too,  fuch  motley  fluff! 

For  ’tis  a  ftrange  alFortment,  fure  enough. 

Some  profe,  fome  verle,  fome  merry,  and  forne  fad; 

Some  good,  we  hope;  and,  much  I  doubt,  fome  bad; 

Some  old,  fome  new  ;  fome  Englifh,  fome  from  France, 
Tho’  not  their  weeping  comedy,  nor  dance. 

An  Abbe,  too !  a  fight  you’ve  feldom  feen ; 

A  parrot  cloath’d  in  black,  inftead  of  green  ; 

Half  church,  half  lay,  half  clerk,  half  militant ! 

Tho’  in  a  band,  the  creature  will  not  cant. 

He’s  light  too,  not  o’ercharg’d  with  cleric  lore; 

One  good  fat  parfon  would  outweigh  a  fcore  : 

He  will  not  therefore  fink  us  by  his  weight. 

And  if  he  makes  you  laugh,  he  pays  his  freight. 

We’re  all  aboveboard— -did  not  mean  to  fteal, 

But  to  declare  our  goods,  and  fairly  deal ; 

All  in  the  legal  way  of  importation, 

Tho’  there  may  be  fome  final  1  adulteration . 

Some  merit  yet ’s  our  merchant  author’s  plea. 

From  Gallic  chains  he  fet  his  drama  free  ; 

Where  the  ear’s  wearied  with  perpetual  rhimes, 

I, ike  the  dull  jingle  of  their  clatt’ring  chimes; 

Where  male  and  female  verfe,  with  conftant  ftrife. 

Drag  one  fad  endlefs  yoke,  like  man  and  wife. 

But  let  our  blame  be  bounded  as  it  ought, 

No  general  cenfure  fuits  a  fingle  fault. 

How  often  mix’d  in  the  fame  garden  grows 
The  baneful  hemlock  with  the  fragrant  role ! 

And  ’tis  here  common  fenfe  each  man  relies  on, 

T©  chufe  the  perfume,  and  rejeCl  the  poifon. 


POETRY. 


\ 


!n  fame  and  honour  long  their  ftage  has  fhin’d, 
Correct  in  manners,  as  in  tafte  refin'd  ; 

We’d  not  detiadt  an  atom  from  their  praiie, 

But  acid  the  civic  to  the  Mule’s  bays  : 

And  fhould  the  Genius  of  this  happy  ifle 
On  Gallia’s  fons  at  length  propitious  ftnile, 
While  in  each  breaft  the  patriot  fpirit  glows. 
We’d  hail  as  brothers  whom  we’ve  met  as  foes  : 
To  the  lame  point  their  generous  ardour  tends, 
The  friends  to  freedom  mud  be  Britain’s  friends. 
And  may  the  Sovereign  Power  that  rules  above, 
Unbounded  in  its  wifdom  as  its  love, 

To  no  one  nation,  no  one  jpot  confin’d. 

Extend  that  beft  ol  biddings  to  mankind  1 
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EPILOGUE,  hy  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne. 


Spoken  by  Mijs  Farren. 

( A  Looking  Glafs  hanging  from  her  Wrijl.) 

SOLDIERS  turn’d  Poets! — that’s  no  mighty  wonder  ; 

But  ’Head  of  tragic  battle,  death,  and  thunder. 

Our  Bard  takes  Talfe  Appearances  in  hand, 

A  lubjeft  he  could  never  Under  (land. 

Peace,  then,  to  efforts  in  thefe  fcenes  difplay’d, 

I  come  to  try  the  world  in  mafquerade  ; 

From  every  borrow’d  drefs  to  Hi  ip  the  mind, 

And,  ’midft  diftortions,  Natures  image  find. 

This  wondrous  mirror — lock  at  it  with  awe— 

Is  that  which  Addi'on  in  vifion  faw. 

When,  beaming  o'er  each  lex  in  age  and  youth, 

The  hand  of  juftice  held  the  glafs  of  Truth. 

Where  it  has  lain,  none  knows — by  intereft  hid, 

In  cities  dreaded,  and  in  courts  tot  bid  ; 

But,  with  this  wreath  of  faddeis  laurel  round  it 
D  ropt  in  the  Male’s  walk,  our  Poet  found  it. 

Ye  party  tribes  bleft  with  fo  many  faces, 

Ye  know  not  which  to  chufe  in  certain  cafes 
Or  ye  with  one,  one  ever-pregnant  fmiie, 

Proof  to  all  changes  of  this  changeful  ifle; 

Maids,  wives,  and  widows,  all  are  in  my  power,—* 

This  is  no  dreaming,  vifionary  hour  ; 

For  by  this  light  of  conlcious  lamps  I  fwear. 

This  dear,  fweet  gift,  fliall  fhevv  me  what  you  are. 

Hats  off, — down  fans,— no  hoodwinks  while  you’ie  try’d  ; 

And,  Sir,  your  head  not  quite  fo  much  afide. 

[Offering  to  lift  up  the  glafs . 

,  E  4  Come, 


52 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1789. 

Come,  dont’t  be  frighten’d,  harfhnefs  I  difclaim  : 

Soft  as  the  modified  electric  flame, 

This  fubtle  influence,  tho’  ’twould  pierce  a  rock, 

Shall  play,  not  injure, — I’ll  keep  back  the  fhock. 

No  w  for  it.  \lVarving  the  glafs  oner  all  the  Houfe » 

Culprits,  you  are  all  detected  1 

/  [A  long  paufe 

Upon  my  word,  better  than  1  expedled  ! 

Save  one  fond  pair,  caught  in  a  tender  oath. 

Sigh’d,  look’d,  return’d,  and  felt— a  fib  in  both  5 
Save  wedded  fweetlings,  mutually  fincere, 

Who  mean,  “  My  devil  !”  when  they  lifp,  “  My  dear  f 
Save  certain  fmirks  to  coverpeccadillos, 

And  keep  all  quiet  on  domefiic  pillows. 

From  high  to  low,  from  periwig  to  feather, 

More  honed  folks  were  never  met  together. 

Yet,  hold  — methought  I  faw,- — I  vow  I’ve  got  ’em— 

O  Lord  !  how  near  my  eye  the  glafs  has  brought  ’em— 

Two  critics,  with  whole  pocket-books  of  hints 
For  Falfs  Appearance  in  to-morrow’s  prints  ; 

For  bard,  and  adtors,  comments  falfe  and  true. 

To  mix  with  minifters,  and  buff  and  blue. 

Well,  for  the  ftage  there’s  candour,  though  there’s  jeft  i, 

But  will  your  private  fatire  Hand  the  teft  ? 

Look  to  that  hint,  ere  with  concentred  rays 
This  burning-glafs  fets  columns  in  a  blaze. 

Wit,  whofe  clear  effence  never  ftains  the  paper, 

Shall  feparate  and  mount  in  pleafing  vapour  : 

But  the  black  line  drawn  againfl:  real  merit, 

The  coarfe  thick  virulence  of  party  fpirit ; 

The  pen  envenom’d,  and  the  hand  unknown  : 

Oh,  what  a  fmoke  from  fulphur,  all  their  own  ! 

This  touches  few  ;  the  general  point  I  yield  ; 

For  Falfe  Appearance  Britain  is  no  field  : 

Witnefs  this  audience,  fo  well  off  to-night ; 

Witnefs  new  audiences  whom  I  invite. 

Come  for  the  proof  of  being  what  we  feem, 

And  take  my  fat  for  the  world’s  efteem. 

Come  crowds,  and  after-crowds,  nor  dare  denial. 

On  pain  of  being  deem’d  afraid  of  trial : 

Come  with  true  pride,  with  open  boldnefs  come, 

You’U  find  me  almoft  every  night  at  home. 

.  :  \  '  ■ 
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SONG. 

By  Dr.  Glynn,  M.  D.  Felloiv  of  Kings  College,  Cambridge . 

T  E  A  Z  E  me  no  more,  nor  think  I  care, 

Tho’  monarchs  bow  at  Kitty’s  fhrine, 

(Jr  powder’d  coxcombs  woo  the  lair, 

Since  Kitty  is  no  longer  mine. 

IndifF’rent  Vis  alike  to  me, 

If  my  favourite  dove  be  dole. 

Whether  its  dainty  feathers  be 
Pluck’d  by  the  eagle  or  the  owl. 

If  not  for  me  its  blufhing  lips 

The  rofe-bud  opens,  what  care  I 
Who  the  od’rous  liquid  fips, 

The  king  of  bees  or  butterfly  ? 

Like  me,  the  Indians  of  Peru, 

Rich  in  mines  of  golden  ore, 

Dejedted  fee  the  merchant’s  crew 
Tranfport  it  to  a  foreign  fliore. 

Seeks  the  (lave  defpoil’d  to  know. 

Whether  his  gold,  in  fhape  of  lace, 

Shine  on  the  coat  of  birth-day  beau, 

Or  wear  the  ilamp  of  George’s  face  ? 

SONG. 

By  Richard  Lovely. — From  Specimens  of  the  Early 

Englifh  Poets. 

WH  Y  doft  thou  fay  I  am  forfworn, 

Since  thine  1  vow’d  to  be  ? 

Lady,  it  is  already  morn  ; 

It  was  lad  night  i  lwore  to  thee 
That  fond  impoflibility. 

Yet  have  I  lov’d  thee  well,  and  long  ; 

A  tedious  twelve-hours  ipace  ! 

I  lliould  all  other  beauties  wrong. 

And  rob  thee  of  a  new  embrace. 

Did  I  ftill  doat  upon  that  face. 

SONG. 

Anonymous.' — From  the  fame . 

I  Do  confefs  tho'u’it  lmooth  and  fair, 

And  I  might  have  been  brought  to  love  thcc ; 


But 
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But  that  I  found  the  flighted  pray’r 
That  breath  could  move,  had  power  to  move  thec^ 

But  I  can  leave  thee  now  alone 
As  worthy  to  be  lov’d  by  none. 

I  do  confefs  thou’rt  fvveet,  but  find 
Thee  fuch  an  unthrift  of  thy  fweets, 

Thy  favours  are  but  like  the  wind 
That  kifleth  every  thing  it  meets. 

Then,  fince  thou  cand  with  more  than  one  ; 

Thoa’rt  worthy  to  be  kifs’d  by  none, 

i  he  virgin  tofe,  that  untouch'd  dands, 

Arm'd  with  its  briers,  how  fweet  it  fmells  ? 

But  pluck’d  and  drain’d  through  ruder  hands, 

Its  fweet  no  longer  with  it  dwells. 

But  fcent  and  beauty  both  are  gone. 

And  leaves  drop  from  it  one  by  one. 

Such  fate,  ere  long,  will  thee  betide, 

When  thou  had  handled  been  awhile  1 
With  fear  flow’rs  to  be  thrown  afide. 

And  I  fliall  figh,  while  fome  will  fmile. 

To  fee  thy  love  for  every  one 
Hath  brought  thee  to  be  lov’d  by  none  ! 

THE  IVY. 

fhis  tittle  Piece  is  modern ,  and  its  being  a  beautiful  Imitation  of  the  old 

Poets  is  but  the  leaf  of  its  Merit . 

HOW  yonder  ivy  courts  the  oak, 

"And  dips  it  with  a  falfe  embrace  ! 

So  I  abide  a  wanton  s  yoke, 

And  yield  me  to  a  fmiling  face. 

And  both  our  deaths  will  prove,  I  guefs, 

The  triumph  of  unthankfulnefs. 

How  fain  the  tree  would  fwell  its  rind  ! 

But,  vainly  trying,  it  decays  j 
So  fares  it  with  my  fhackled  mind. 

So  wades  the  vigour  of  my  days. 

And  foon  our  deeds  will  prove,  I  guefs, 

The  triumph  of  unthankfulnefs. 

A  lafs,  forlorn  for  lack  of  grace. 

My  kindly  pity  fird  did  move ; 

And,  in  a  little  moment’s  fpace, 

This  pity  did  engender  love. 

And  now  my  death  mud  prove,  I  guefs, 

The  triumph  of  unthankfulnefs. 

For 
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For  row  fhe  rules  me  with  her  look. 

And  round  me  winds  her  harlot  chain  ; 

Whilll,  by  a  ftrange  enchantment  (truck. 

My  nobler  will  recoils  in  vain. 

And  foon  my  death  will  prove,  I  guefs. 

The  triumph  o(  unthanktulneis. 

But,  had  the  oak  denied  its  (hade, 

The  weed  had  trail’d  in  dull:  below  ; 

And  fhe,  had  I  her  fuit  gainfay’d, 

Might  thill  have  pin’d  in  want  and  woe  : 

Now,  both  our  deaths  will  prove,  I  guefs. 

The  triumph  of  unthankiulnefs. 

SONG, 

7ranflated  from  the  Greek  *,  by  John  Baynes,  Efj , 

QUAFF  with  me  the  purple  wine, 

And  in  youthful  pleafures  join  ; 

W  uh  me  love  the  blooming  fair. 

Crown  with  me  thy  flowing  hair  $ 

When  fweet  madnefs  fires  my  foul. 

Thou  (halt  rave  without  controui  ; 

When  I’m  fober,  fink  with  me 
Into  dull  fobriety. 

SONG, 

7 ran  fated  from  Phoenix  of  Colophon,  by  the  faint. 

f  TT  E  who  to  Sorrow’s  tender  tale 
j[  With  pity  lend  an  ear, 

A  tribute  to  Coronet  bring, 

Apollo’s  favourite  care. 

Or  barley-fheaf,  or  fait,  or  bread, 

Corone  fhal!  receive. 

Or  clothes,  or  wheat — what  every  one 
May  belt  afford  to  give. 

Who  now  bring  fait,  feme  future  time 
Will  honey  combs  prepare  ; 

For  moft  Corone’s  tatle  delights 
Such  humble  homely  fare. 

*  See  Athenseus. 

F  There  were  among  the  Greeks,  as  there  are  with  us,  blind  men,  who  begged 
from  door  to  door  Tinging.  This  is  one  of  their  Tongs,  prelerved  by  Athemeus. 
t*  X  The  finger  uTcd  to  catry  a  raven  on  his  hand,  which  he  called  Corone ,  (the 
Greek  name  for  that  bird)  and  for  which  he  atfeaed  to  beg. 
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Ye  fervants,  open  wide  the  dooi»-« 

But  hark,  the  wealthy  lord 
Has  heard,--— his  daughter  brings  the  fruit 
To  grace  Coroners  board. 

Ye  gods !  let  fuitors  come  from  far, 

To  win  the  lovely  maid  j 
And  may  fhe  gain  a  wealthy  youth 
With  every  grace  array*d  ! 

Soon  may  fhe  give  an  infant  font 
To  blefs  her  father’s  arms, 

And  place  upon  her  mother’s  knee 
A  daughter  full  of  charms  ! 

O  may  Hie  live  to  fee  her  fon 
With  every  honour  crown’d  5. 

Her  daughter,  beauty’s  faireft  flower, 

Belov'd  by  all  around  ! 

While  I,  where’er  my  footfteps  guide 
My  darken’d  eyes  along, 

Cheer  thofe  who  give,  and  who  refufe. 

With — all  I  have — a  long. 

PROLOGUE,  fpoken  by  Mr.  W.  Fector,  at  his  Private  Theatre 

Dover,  Dec.  18,  1787° 

Writer. ,  on  the  Qccafion  of  the  Performance  of  the  Tragedy  of  Matilda,  by 

Mr.  Pratt. 

TO  fight,  or  not  to  fight  ?*— that  is  the  queftion  ? 

The  grand  debate,  and  general  fuggeftion  ; 

Tire  martial  note  of  warlike  preparation. 

Rings  an  alarum  bell  throughout  the  nation  : 

There’s  ammunition  in  each  face  you  meet. 

And  fm ells  of  gunpowder  in  every  ftreet  : 

The  regimentals  and  the  trowfer’d  trains 
Already  count  their  conquefts  and  their  gains. 

The  hardy  veteran,  now  reftor’d  to  pay, 

Again  anticipates  the  glorious  fray, 

Grafps  his  good  fword,  which  peace  condemn’d  to  raft, 

And  fees  in  virion  fquadrons  bite  the  dull: — 

While  the  brave  youth  feels  all  his  bofom  glow, 

Dreams  every  night  he  rufhes  on  the  foe  : 

Ev’n  beardlefs  boys  aflame  the  proud  cockade, 

Brandiili  their  bamboos,  and  cry,  ««  who's  afraid 
In  fhort,  fo  broad  has  lpread  the  martial  pailion. 

That  blue  and  fcarlet  will  be  all  the  fafhion. 

O  !  had  there  been  a  war.  Sirs,  ere  we  play’d, 

We  would  ourfelves  have  join’d  the  glorious  trade  : 

In 
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In  cafe  of  proclamation,  I  befpoke— 

An  Epic  Prologue ,  full  of  fire  and  Jmoke  : 

I  had  contracted  with  the  Mufe,  to  found 
The  clarion  till  it  echo’d  ten  miles  round. 

You  fhould  have  feen,  although  no  blood  they  fpill, 

A  more  than  blunderbufs  in  every  quill ;  * 

Here  would  we  pitch  our  tents,  and  prove  an  hod:, 

And  F ector’s  bufkin’d  heroes  guard  the  coaft. 

To  arms  l  to  arms  / — blank  verfe  and  rhyme  fhould  rattle, 

And  every  fcene  fhould  animate  the  battle. 

The  foe  fhould  hear  us  more  than  half  leas  over* 

And  dread  our  cannonading  here  at  Dover. 

As  erfl  in  Rome,  the  dazzling  eagle  flood 

On  the  chief’s  beaver  in  the  Granic  flood  ;  «.  - 

Upon  our  helmets  fhould  it  proudly  light, 

And  our  fport  emulate  the  real  fight ; 

Our  little  ftage  a  war-office  fhould  be,  _ 

Fraught  with  Dramatical  Artillery  /  1 

And  Mafer  of  our  Ordnance — Nat.  Lee. 

While  e*ven  you,  ye  fair,  in  Glory's  caufe , 

Would  aid  our  thunder  with  your  kind  applaufe; 

For  oh  !  in  peace  or  war,  in  beauty’s  frown 
More  terror  lies  than  facking  of  a  town  ; 

And  from  your  fmiles  dart  forth  fuch  conquering  powers, — - 
I  feel  them  now, — the  victory  is  ours. 

E  P  I  L  O  G  U  E  to  Matilda  ;  Written  by  Mr.  Cobb,  Author  of  the  Firft 

Floor,  &c.  lAc. 

Spoken  by  Mr.  F  ector. 

WHILE,  like  the  clock,  the  fatirid  fo  four 
Still  points  his  finger  to  the  palling  hour; 

Jn  follies  prefent  lofes  follies  pad;, 

And  fwears  this  age  much  worfe  is  than  the  lad : 

Why  will  not  fome  good-natur’d  fouls  among  ye 
Proclaim  aloud  how  much  fuch  blockheads  wrong  ye  ? 
Improvement  now  old  hobbling  Time  derides, 

And  hurries  after  with  gigantic  ftrides  ; 

Learn  what  you  will,  an  advertifing  tutor, 

Who  teaches  by  the  hour,  becomes  your  fuitor. 

Why  fend  a  boy  for  years  to  fchool  and  college. 

When  he  may  travel  pod  the  roads  of  knowledge, 

Where  the  blind  tutor  gallops,  tho’  a  ftranger. 

Fader  than  him  whofe  eyes  defcry  his  danger  ? 

Should  your  fon  wifh  in  minuet  dep  t’  advance. 

Twenty-four  leffons  teach  the  boy  to  dance. 

Or,  foaring  to  “  Comment  <vous  portcz.'vous 
French  he  may  jabber  in  a  day  or  two. 
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Then  as  for  mufic,  half  an  hour  each  night, 

And  he  ’ll  foon  play  an  eafy  tune  at  fight. 

Improvement  thus  improv’d  by  diJUllation , 

A  week  at  mod  compleats  an  education. 

Would  our  young  hero  farther  yet  proceed. 

And  think  it  neceffary  he  fhould  read  ; 

Kind  criticihu,  with  candour  long  unknown, 

(On  pocket  volumes  rais’d  her  new-made  throne) 

Essence  of  Authors  daily  advertifes, 

And  fells  their  beauties  at  the  lowed  prices. 

Nay,  fhould  the  talk  of  reading  be  too  great. 

There  are  “  Societies  for  Free  Debate”—* 

Where,  for  a  fingle  fixpence,  once  a  week, 

You  ’re  taught  to  read, — at  lead  you  ’re  taught  to  fpeak ; 

Where  the  wide  range  of  fubjedts  mud  admit 
A  fomething  which  lhall  every  fpeaker  hit. 

The  Financier ,  who,  warm  with  rhet’ric  grown, 

Pays  Britain’s  debts,  but  thinks  not  of  his  own, 

Mounts  o’er  her  treafury,  tells  how  to  dock  it, 

Speaks  but  of  what  he  feels — an  empty  pocket. 

Or,  fhould  debate  round  to  taxation  wheel, 

There  all  mud  fpeak  of  what  they  all  mud  feel. 

The  City  Blood ,  who  rails  at  the  police, 

Bed  knows  its  weaknefs,  for  he  breaks  the  peace  ; 

Knocks  watchmen  down,  to  prove  our  laws  not  right, 

And  in  the  watch-houfe  roars  yeform  all  night. 

—But  hold,  our  Prompter  beckons  ! — could  I  day, 

I  meant  to  give  the  moral  of  our  play  ; 

To  talk  of  Edwin's  virtues — Morcars  rage— 

And  fermonize  the  follies  of  the  age  ; 

Then  quick  as  thought  digrefs  to  filks  aud  gauze, 

To  Rival  Theatres,  and  Mondrous  Craws; 

Mix  politics  with  fatire  on  a  gown, 

And  put  in  rhyme  the  hews  of  all  the  town. 

All  this,  aye,  and  much  more,  I  had  to  fay. 

But  for  this  Prompter,  whom  I  mud  obey  ; 

Who  fwears  he  will  not  prompt  another  line: 

So  go  I  mud, —adieu  !  the  fault’s  not  mine. 

LINES 

Written  by  M  ary  Queen  of  Scots,  on  the  Lofs  of  her  Hujb*ndy  Francis  H 
of  France,  with  an  Englijh  LTr  (inflation. 

From  Anecdotes ,  by  M.  P.  Andrews,  Efq. 

EN  mon  tride  &  doux  chant,  TN  meltingftrainsthat  fweetly  flow, 
D’un  ton  fort  lamentable,  *  Tun’dtothe  plaintive  notes  ot  woe, 

Je 


* 
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Je  jette  un  ceil  tranchant, 
De  perte  incomparable, 
Et  en  foupirs  cuifans 
Pafte  mes  meilleurs  ans. 


My  eyes  fur vey,  with  anguifh  fraught, 

A  lofs  beyond  the  reach  of  thought: 
While  pafs  away  life’s  faireft  years 
In  heaving  fighs  and  mournful  tears. 


Fut-il  un  tel  malheur, 

De  dure  deftinee, 

Ny  fi  trifte  douleur 
De  dame  for^unee, 

Qui  mon  cceur  &  mon  ceil 
Voix  en  bierre  &  cercueil  ? 


Did  cruel  Deftiny  e’er  died 
Such  horror  on  a  wretched  head  ? 
Did  e’er  once  happy  woman  know 
So  fad  a  feene  of  heart-felt  woe? 
For  ah  !  behold  on  yonder  bier 
All  that  my  heart  and  eyes  held  dear. 


Qui,  en  mon  dou  printems, 
Et  fleur  de  ma  jeunefte, 
Toutes  les  peines  fens 
D’une  extreme  triftefie, 

Et  en  rien  n’ay  plaifir, 
Qu’en  regret  et  defir. 


Alas !  even  in  my  blooming  hours, 
Mid  op’ningjouth’s  refplendent  flow"  rs. 
I’m  doom’d  each  cruel  pang  to  ftaarc, 
Th’  extreme!!  forrows  of  ddpair. 

Nor  other  joy  nor  blifs  can  prove 
Than  griel  and  difappointed  love# 


Ce  qui  m’eftoit  plaifant 
Ores  m’eft  peine  dure, 

Le  jour  le  plus  luifant, 
M’eft  nuit  noire  &  obfeure, 
Et  n’eft  rien  fi  exquis, 

Qui  de  moy  foit  requis. 


The  fweet  delights  of  happier  days. 
New  anguifh  in  my  bofom  raife  ; 

Of  ftiining  day,  the  pure!!  light 
To  me  is  drear  and  gloomy  night  $ 
Nor  is  there  aught  fo  good  and  fair. 
As  now  to  claim  my  flighted:  care. 


J’y  au  cceur,  8z  a  l’ceil, 
Un  portrait  &  image, 

Qui  figure  mon  deuil  ; 
Et  mon  pafte  vifage, 

De  vkflettes  feint, 

Qni  eft  l’amoureux  teint. 


In  my  full  heart  and  dreaming  eyes, 
Portray’d  by  woe,  an  image  lies, 
Which  fable  robes  but  faintly  fpeak. 
Or  the  pale  languor  of  my  cheek. 
Pale  as  the  vi’let’s  faded  leaf, 

The  tint  of  love’s  defpairing  grief. 


Pour  mon  mal  eftranger, 

Je  ne  m’arrefte  en  place  ; 
Mair,  j’en  ay  beau  changer, 
Si  ma  douleur  j’efface ; 

Car  mon  pis  &  mon  mieux, 
Sont  mes  plus  deferts  lieux. 


Perplex’d  by  this  unwonted  pain, 

No  place  my  fteps  can  long  detain. 
Yet  change  of  feene  no  comfort  gives. 
Where  forrow’s  form  for  ever  lives# 
My  word,  my  happieft,  ftate  of  mind. 
In  folitude  alone,  I  find. 


Si  en  quelque  fejour, 

Soit  en  bois  ou  en  piee, 
Soit  pour  l’aube  de  jour  ; 
Ou  foit  pour  la  vefpree. 
Sans  cede  mon  cceur  fent, 
Le  regret  d’un  abfent. 


If  chance  my  liftlefs  footfteps  leads 
Thro’  ftiady  groves,  or  flowery  meads. 
Whether  at  dawn  of  rifing  day. 

Or  filent  evening’s  fetting  ray. 

Each  grief  that  abfence  can  impart, 
Inceflant  rends  my  tortur’d  heart. 


$i  par  foi  vers  ces  lieux, 
Viens  a  drefler  ma  veil?, 


If  to  the  heavens,  in  rapturous  trance, 
1  haply  throw  a  wiftfu!  glance, 

Le 
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Le  doux  trait  de  ces  yeux, 
Je  vois  en  une  niie  ; 

Soudain  je  vois  en  l’eau, 
Comme  dans  un  tombeau. 
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His  vifionary  form  I  fee, 

PiCtuFd  in  orient  clouds ;  to  me, 
Sudden  it  flies,  and  he  appears, 
Drown’d  in  a  war’ry  tomb  of  tears. 


Si  je  fuis  en  repos, 
Sommeillant  fur  ma  couche, 
J’oye  qu’il  me  tient  propos, 
Je  le  fens  qu’il  me  touche  : 
Et  labeur.  en  recoy, 
Tousjours  eft  pred  de  moy. 


Awhile  if  balmy  (lumbers  fpread 
Their  downy  pinions  o’er  my  head, 

I  touch  his  hand  in  fliadowy  dreams, 
His  voice  to  foothe  my  fancy  feems. 
When  wak’d  by  toil,  or  lull’d  by  red:. 
His  image  ever  fills  my  bread:. 


Je  ne  vois  autre  objet. 

Pour  beau  qu’il  le  prefente 
Aqui  que  foie  fubjet 
Oncques  mon  cceur  confente, 
Exempt  de  perfection, 

A  cette  affliction. 


No  other  objeCt  meets  my  fight. 
Howe’er  in  robes  of  beauty  dight, 
Which  to  my  fad  defpairing  heart. 
One  tranfient  wifh  will  t*er  impart  ; 
Exempt  from  that  unalter’d  woe, 
Which  this  fad  bread  mud  ever  know. 


Mets,  chanfon,  icy  fin, 

A  fi  tride  complainte, 
Dont  fera  le  refrein. 
Amour  vraye  &  non  feinte 
Pour  la  feparation, 

N’aura  diminution. 


But  ceafemy  fong — Ceafeto  complain! 
And  clofe  the  fadly  plaintive  drain, 
To  which,  no  artificial  tears, 

But  love  unfeign’d  the  burthen  bears. 
Nor  can  my  forrows  e’er  decreafe ; 
For  ah  !  his  abfence  ne’er  can  ceafe. 


On  the  late  AMERICAN  WAR. 


UPON  a  treftle,  pig  was  laid, 

And  a  fad  fquealing  fure  it  made. 

Kill-pig  dood  by  with  knife  and  deel : 
s#  Lie  quiet,  can’t  you  ?— Why  d’  ye  fqueal  ? 

“  Have  I  not  fed  you  with  my  peafe, 

<g  And  now,  for  trifles  fuch  as  thefe, 

Will  you  rebel  ? — Brimful  of  victual, 

Won’t  you  be  kill’d  and  cur’d  a  little  ?” 

To  whom  thus  piggy,  in  ieply  : 

4i  Think’d  thou  that  1  fliall  quiet  lie, 

And  that  for  peafe  my  life  I’ll  barter?”— 

“  Then,  piggy,  you  mud  (hew  your  charter; 
Shew  you’re  exempted  more  than  others, 

Elfe  go  to  pot  like  all  your  brothers  — 

Help,  neighbours!  help  !— this  pig’s  fo  drong, 
I  think  I  cannot  hold  him  long. 

Help,  neighbours! — I  can’t  keep  him  under! 
Where  are  you  ail  ?— See,  by  your  blunder, 

“  He’s  burd  his  cords  !— A  brute  uncivil, 
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Ht ’s  gone ! — I'll  after — to  the  devil !’’ 


EPIGRAM 
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EPIGRAM. 


DO  you,  faid  Fanny,  t’other  day* 

In  earned  love  me  as  you  fay? 

Or  are  thole  tender  words  applied 
Alike  to  fifty  girls  befuie  ? 

—Dear,  cruel  girl,  cried  I,  forbear ; 

For  by  thofe  eyes — thole  lip?-—!  fwear — 

— Shedopp’d  me  as  the  oath  I  took, 

And  cried  you  ’ve  fworn— now  kifs  the  book.. 

EPIGRAM. 


Ignolum  omne  pro  magnifco. 

AVERSE  to  pamper’d  and  high-mettled  deeds, 
His  own  upon  chopt  draw  Avaro  feeds: 

Bred  in  his  liable,  in  his  paddock  born, 

What  vaft  ideas  they  mull  have  of  com  ! 


Verfes  on  Mifs  Farren’j  tiffing  in  Dublin  for  the  Benefit  of  Per  font 

confined  for  Jmall  Debts. 

By  Sir  Hercules  Lancrishe,  Bart. 

TH  E  lovely  Farren’s  tender  bread, 

Glowing  with  generous  fympatjhy, 

Alpires  to  comfort  the  oppreft 
And  bid  captivity  be  free. — 


Yet  dill  her  kind  exertions  fail, 

Her  charms  retraft  the  boon  fhe  gave, 
And,  whilft  her  magic  breaks  the  jail, 

Her  eyes  make  every  man  a  Have. 


ffran/lation  of  three  Hymns ,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  the  Greek  Pjft 
Dionysius,  and  fet  to  ancient  Greek  Mufc\—~I'rom  Dr.  Burneys*- 
Hijlory  of  Mufic. 

HYMN  to  the  Mufe  Cali. to rit. 


OM  U  S  E  belov’d,  Calliope  divine. 

The  firth  in  rank  among  the  tuneful  nine, 
Guide  thou  my  hand,  and  voice,  and  let  my  lyre 
Re-echo  back  rhe  notes  thy  drains  intpire. 


Vo*. 


And  thou,  great  leadei  of  the  facred  band, 

Catena’s  fon,  at  wliole  fublime  command 

The  fpheres  are  tun’d,  whom  gods  and  men  declare 

Sov’teign  ol  long,  propitious  hear  my  pniy’r. 


XXXI. 
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%  HYMN  to  Apollo. 

THROUGH  nature’s  wide  domain 

Let  folemn  filence  reign ; 

Let  all  the  mountains,  hills  and  floods. 

The  earth,  the  fea,  the  winds  and  woods, 
The  echoes,  and  the  feather’d  throng, 
Forbear  to  move,  or  tune  their  fong. 

V  'vi.  V  V  . 

Behold  the  lord  of  light 
[  Begins  to  blefs  our  fight ; 

Phoebus,  whofe  voice  divinely  clear 
E’en  Jove  himfelf  delights  to  hearj 
Great  father  of  the  bright- ey’d  morn, 

Whofe  ilioulders  golden  locks  adorn  ! 

f  Swift  through  the  azure  flcy 

O  let  tby  courfers  fly  ; 

And  with  them  draw  that  radiant  car, 

Which  fpreads  thy  fplendid  rays  afar. 

Filling  all  fpace  at  thy  defire 
L  With  torrents  of  immortal  fire. 

For  thee,  ferene  advance 

The  fpheres  in  folemn  dance. 

For  ever  finging  as  they  move 
Around  the  facred  throne  of  Jove* 

Songs  accordant  to  thy  lyre, 
i  yrhile  all  the  heav’nly  hod  admire.. 

And  when  the  god  of  day 

Withdraws  his  golden  ray, 

t  Do  thou,  fweet  Cynthia,  blefs  our  fight 

With  thy  mild  beams  and  filver  light  $ 

Oh  fpread  thy  fnowy  mantle  round. 

And  wrap  the  world  in  peace  profound. 

H  Y  M  N  to  Nemesis. 

AVENGING  Nemefis,  of  rapid  wing, 
Goddefs  of  eye  fevere,  thy  praife  we  fing  : 
Againft  thy  influence,  ruler  of  our  lives, 
Daughter  of  Juftice,  man  but  vainly  drives. 

*Tis  thine  to  check,  with  adamantine  rein. 

The  pride  of  mortals,  and  their  willies  vain. 
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Of  infoience  to  blunt  the  lifted  dart, 

And  drive  black  envy  from  the  canker’d  heart. 

Still  at  the  pleafure  of  thy  reftlefs  wheel, 

Whofe  track  the  fates  from  human  eyes  conceal, 

Our  fortune  turns ;  and  in  life’s  toilfome  race 
’Tis  thine,  invifible,  our  fteps  to  trace; 

To  drew  with  flow’rs,  or  thorns,  the  doubtful  maze. 

And  by  thy  rule  to  circumlcribe  our  days. 

Infulting  tyrants,  at  thy  dire  decree, 

Bow  the  proud  head  and  bend  the  ftubborn  knee : 

Inflexible  to  each  unjuft  demand 

Frowning  thou  hold’ft  thy  fcales  with  fteady  hand, 

Incorruptible  judge,  whom  nought  can  move. 

Nor  lefs  infallible  than  mighty  Jove; 

Great  Guardian  !  ever  watchful,  ever  near, 

O  facred  minifter  of  juftice,  hear  ! 

Avenging  Nemefis,  of  rapid  wing, 

Goddefs  of  eye  fevere,  thy  praife  we  fing ; 

And  let  Aftrea,  thy  companion,  fhare 
Our  pious  praifes,  and  our  fervent  pray’r. 

She  mounts  the  Ikies,  or  plunges  into  hell 
With  rapid  flight,  the  deeds  of  man  to  tell; 

Dread  juftice  !  whofe  report  has  power  t’  afluage 
The  wrath  of  gods,  and  calm  infernal  rage. 

7 r (inflation  of  Greek  Scolia  or  fejlivt  Songs.— From  the  fame  Author 

VILE  riches  fliould  no  favour  find, 

By  land  or  fea,  among  mankind  ; 

But  iliould  be  fent  with  fiends  to  dwelb 
Down  in  the  deepeft,  blacked  hell  : 

For  ’tis  from  them,  e’er  fince  the  world  began, 

The  greateft  ills  have  fprung,  which  torture  man. 

\ 

% 

Another . 

A  T  the  genial  board  I  fing 
Pleafures  which  from  plenty  fpring: 

Whilft  the  wreath  adorns  our  brows, 

Ceres  well  de^rves  our  vows. 

Plutus  too,  thy  name  I’ll  join. 

And  thy  After  Proferpine. 

«  v  *  ->v.  ** 

Ye  our  focial  joys  augment. 

From  your  bounty  flows  content. 

M  3  -  Blefs 
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Blefs  our  city  with  encreafe, 

And  our  Tong  fliall  never  ceafe. 

Another. — On  Pan. 

O  P  A  N,  delight  of  nymphs  and  fwains, 

Proteflor  of  Arcadian  plains. 

Who  lead’d;  the  frolic  dance ; 

The  laughing  fair,  who  play  the  prude, 

But  fly  from  thee  to  be  purfu’d, 

Their  favours  to  enhance. 

They  love  thy  ruftic  oaten  reed. 

They  know  thy  vigour,  force  and  fpeed. 

And  feign  a  model!  fear. 

Our  jocund  drains  fhall  fwell  for  thee, 

And  render,  by  their  mirth  and  glee. 

Thy  name  for  ever  dear. 

Aristotle’s  Hymn  to  Hermias. 

VIRTUE,  thou  foure  of  pure  delight, 

Whole  rugged  mien  can  ne’er  affright 
The  man  with  courage  fir’d  ; 

For  thee  the  fans  of  Greece  have  run 
To  certain  ills,  which  others  fhun, 

And  glorioufly  expir’d. 

Whene’er  thy  facred  feeds  take  root, 

Immortal  are  the  flow’rs  and  fruit,  * 

Unfading  are  the  leaves ; 

Dearer  than  fmiles  of  parent  kind, 

Or  balmy  deep,  or  gold  refin’d 
The  joys  thy  triumph  gives. 

Far  thee  the  twins  of  mighty  Jove, 

For  thee  divine  Alcides  drove 

From  viqe  the  world  to  free  i 
For  thee  Achilles  quits  the  light, 

And  Ajax  plunges  into  night, 

Eternal  night,  for  thee. 

Hermias,  the  darling  of  mankind, 

Shall  leave  a  deathlefs  name  behind, 

For  thee  untimely  flain  ; 

As  long  as  Jove’s  bright  altars  blaze, 

His  worth  fhall  furnilli  grateful  praife 
To  all  the  mufe’s  train. 

*  VERGES 
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VERSES  by  the  late  Sir  John  Henry  Moore,  Bart,  written  te 

a  Lady  a  few  months  before  bis  death . 

IF  in  that  bread,  fo  good,  fo  pure, 

Companion  ever  lov’d  to  dwell, 

Pitv  the  forrows  I  endure, 

The  caufe  I  mud  not — dare  not  tell. 

/ 

The  grief  that  on  my  quiet  preys. 

That  rends  my  heart  and  checks  my  tongue, 

I  fear  will  lad  me  all  my  days* 

But  feel  it  will  not  lad  me  long. 

The  following  Imitations  are  felefted  from  “  Poems,  by  the  late 
Thomas  Ruffe! ,  fellow  of  New  College.” 


S  O  N  E  T  T  O 
D  I  FAUSTINA  M  A  R  A  T  f  I. 

•7 

DONNA,  che  tanto  al  mio  bel  Sol  piacedi, 
Che  ancor  de’  pregi  tuoi  parla  fovente, 
Lodando  ora  il  bel  crine,  ora  il  ridente 
Tuo  labbro,  ed  ora  i  faggi  detti  onedi  $ 

Dimmi,  quando  le  voci  a  lui  volgedi, 

Tacque  egli  mai,  qual’  uom  che  nulla  fente? 

O  le  turbate  luci  alteramente, 

Come  a  me  volge,  a  te  volger  vededi  ? 

De*  tuoi  bei  lumi  alle  due  chiare  faci 

lo  fo  ch’  egli  arfe  un  tempo,  e  fo  che  allora— 

Ma  tu  declifii  al  fuol  gli  occhi  vivaci  ? 

Veggo  il  rodor,  che  le  tue  guance  infiora : 

Parla,  rifpondi ;  ah!  non  rifponder,  taci, 

Taci,  fe  mi  vuoi  dir,  ch’  ei  t’  ama  ancora. 


SONNET, 

Imitated  from  the  preceding, 

TO  O  beauteous  rival,  whofe  enticing  charms 

Once  to  my  heart’s  foie  darling  feem’d  fo  fair, 
That  oft  he  praifes  dill  thy  ivory  arms, 

Thy  ruby  lips,  blue  eyes,  and  auburn  hair  ; 

Say,  when  he  heard  thy  tongue’s  deducing  drain, 
Stood  he  e’er  filent,  or  with  fcorn  reply ’d, 

Or  turn’d  with  alter’d  brow  of  cold  difdain 

From  thy  foft  liniles,  as  now  from  mine,  afide  ? 
Once,  once,  too  well  1  know,  he  held  thee  dear. 
And  then,  when  captive  to  thy  lovereign  will— 
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But  why  that  look  abafli’d,  that  darting  tear, 

Thole  confcious  bluflies  which  my  fears  fulfil  ? 
Speak,  anfwer,  fpeak  ;  nay  anfwer  not,  forbear. 

If  thou  mud  anfwer,  that  he  loves  thee  dill. 

B  E  L  I  N  D  E. 

EIN  SONNET  VON  HERR  GLEIM. 

DA  S  letztere  leichtflatternde  gewand 

Sank  !  welch  ein  blick !  die  artige  Belinde 
Ward  urn  und  urn  ein  fpiel  der  fanften  winde, 

Wo  fie,  wie  Venus  eind,  auf  Ida  dand® 

Durch  ihren  reiz,  durch  ihre  zarte  hand. 

Von  der  ich  noch  den  fanften  fcherz  empfiade? 
Durch  alles  was  an  ihr  mein  auge  fand, 

Flofs  in  mein  herz  das  sufTe  gift  der  sunde. 

Erdaunt,  entzuckt,  mir  felber  unbewufst, 

Bemachtigte  fich  die  gewalt  der  finnen, 

Ach  !  allzubald  der  tugend  meiner  brud. 

Du,  der  du  fagd ;  Ich  will  den  fieg  gewinnen  2 
Ach !  lafs  doch  nie  das  sufle  gift  der  lud, 

Lafs  es  doch  nie  nach  deinem  herzen  rinnem 

.  SONNET, 

Imitated  from  the  f  receding, 

FROM  her  fair  limbs  the  lad  thin  veil  die  drew^ 
And  naked  dood  in  all  her  charms  confed, 

The  wanton  gales  her  ringlets  backward  blew. 

To  fport  themfelves  more  freely  on  her  bread ; 
From  each  warm  beauty  of  th’  uncover’d  maid, 

Before  fcarce  guefs’d  at,  or  but  feen  in  part. 

From  all,  for  all  was  to  my  eyes  difplay’d, 

Delicious  poifon  trickled  to  my  heart : 

Since  thus  I  gazed  (was  mine  to  gaze  the  blame?) 

Nor  blifs  my  foul  has  taded,  nor  repofe; 

The  fubtle  venom  glides  thro’  all  my  frame, 

And  in  my  brain  a  fiery  deluge  glows : 

Thou,  who  my  pangs  would’d  fliun,  with  wifer  care 
The  fpot,  where  Cynthia  bathes  at  noon,  beware* 

S  O  N  E  T  O 
DE  LUIZ  DE  CAMOENS. 

AFermofura  deda  frefca  ferra, 

E  a  fombra  dos  verdes  cadanheiros, 

O  manfo  caminhar  defies  ribeiros, 

Dcmde  toda  a  trifieza  fe  dederra  j 
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O  rouco  fom  do  mar,  a  edranha  terra, 

O  efconder  do  Sol  pelos  outeiros, 

O  recolher  dos  gados  derradeiros. 

Das  nuvens  pelo  ar  a  branda  guerra ; 

Em  fim  tudo  o  que  a  rara  natureza 
Com  tanta  variedade  nos  ofrece. 

Me  elk,  fe  nao  te  vejo,  rriagoando: 

Sem  ti  tudo  me  enoja,  e  me  aborrece, 

Sem  ti  perpetuamente  eftou  paflando 
Nas  mores  alegrias.  mor  trifteza. 

SONNET. 

Imitated  from  the  preceding. 

THESE  hills  that  lift  their  verdant  heads  fo  high/ 
Thefe  towering  palms  that  form  a  cooling  {hade, 
Thefe  mofs- grown  banks  for  peaceful  (lumbers  made. 
This  lingering  dream  that  flows  in  filence  by, 

The  diflantMnui muring  main,  the  zephyr’s  figh, 

The  fun  that  finks  behind  yon  dulky  glade, 

The  nibbling  flocks  that  crop  their  evening  blade, 

^  Thofe  glittering  clouds  that  fringe  the  weftern  (ky  5 
Each  various  beauty,  which  the  vernal  year 
Pours  out  profufe  on  woodland,  vale,  or  plain, 

Each  paftoral  charm,  fince  thou  no  more  art  near, 
Smiles  not  to  thefe  fad  eyes,  or  fmiles  in  vain ; 

Even  fcenes  like  thefe  a  cheerlefs  afpeft  wear. 

And  pleafure  fickens,  till  it  turns  to  pain. 

AN  EIN  VEILCHEN. 

Von  C.  F.  Weisse. 

' '  .  •  4 

MEIN  Veilchen,  lafs  die  fchmeicheleyen 
Desjungen  Zephyrs  dich  nicht  reuen, 

Du  unfrer  garten  erfte  Zier  ! 

Dich  foil  ein  fchoner  loos  beglucken. 

Den  fchonften  bufen  follft  du  fckmucken, 

Und  alle  Grazien  mit  dir. 

Ja,  an  dem  bufen  von  Selinden 

Solid  du  den  Aolzen  wohnplatz  finden  !— • 

Vor  freuden,  feh  ich,  zitterft  du  : 

Hier  lafs  dich  dolzre  blumen  neiden, 

Und  duft  ihr  dankbar  alle  freuden 
Der  sufledem  geruche  zu ! 
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Geh  hin  zu  ihren  fcbortbn  handen  ! 

Durch  dich,  mein  glucke  zu  vollenden, 

Sey  ihr  mein  treues  herz  erklart ! — 

■Umfonft  !  wie  konnte  diefs  gefchehen  ? 

Wie  bald,  wie  bald  wirft  du  vergehen. 

Da  ewig  meine  liebe  wahrt ! 

TO  A  VIOLET,, 

Imitated  from  the  two  firjl  Jlanzas  of  the  preceding  Poem, 

TH  O’  from  thy  bank  of  velvet  torn. 

Hang  not,  fair  flower,  thy  drooping  creft  g 
On  Delia’s  bofom  flialt  thou  find 
A  fofter,  fweeter  bed  of  reft. 

Tho’  from  mild  Zephyr’s  kifs  no  more 
Ambrofial  balms  thou  fhalt  inhale, 

Her  gentle  breath,  whene’er  fhe  fighs. 

Shall  fan  thee  with  a  purer  gale. 

But  thou  be  grateful  for  that  blifil 
For  which  in  vain  a  thoufand  burn, 

And,  as  thou  ftealeft  fweets  from  her. 

Give  back  thy  choiceft  in  return. 

From  ODE  XVIII,  of  il  ExpoJIulatoty  Odes  to  a  great  Duke  and  a  lit  tip 

Lord,  by  Peter  Pindar,  Efq? 

JUST  one  word  more,  my  Lords,  before  we  part— 

Do  not  vow  vengeance  on  the  tuneful  art ; 

?Tis  very  dang’rous  to  attack  a  poet— 

Alfo  ridiculous— the  end  would  fhow  it. 

Though  not  to  ‘write — to  read  I  hear  you’re  able  : 

Read,  then,  and  learn  inftru&ion  from  a  fable, 

Fhe  PIG  and  MAGPIE.  A  Fable . 

Cocking  his  tail,  a  faucy  prig, 

A  Magpie  hopp’d  upon  a  Pig, 

To  pull  fome  hair,  forfooth,  to  line  his  neft  s 
And  with  fuch  eafe  began  the  hair  attack. 

As  thinking  the  fee  Ample  of  the  back 
Was  by  himfelf,  and  not  the  Pig,  pofleft. 

The  Boar  look’d  up,  as  thunder  black,  to  Mag, 

Who,  fquinting  down  on  him  like  an  arch  wag, 

Inform’d  Mynheer  fome  bridles  muft  be  torn  j 
Then  bufy  went  to  work,  not  nicely  culling ; 

Got  a  good  handfome  beakful  by  good  pulling, 

And  flew  without  a  “  Thank  yc”  to  his  thorm 

The 
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The  Pig  fet  up  a  difinal  yelling  ; 

Follow’d  the  robber  to  his  dwelling, 

Who,  like  a  fool,  had  built  it  midfl  a  bramble* 

In  manfully  he  fallied,  full  of  might, 

Determin’d  to  obtain  his  right. 

And  midft  the  bufhes  now  began  to  fcramble. 

.  / 

He  drove  the  Magpie,  tore  his  neft  to  rags, 

And,  happy  on  the  downfall,  pour’d  his  brags  : 

But  ere  he  from  the  brambles  came,  alack ! 

His  ears  and  eyes  were  miferably  torn, 

His  bleeding  hide  in  fuch  a  plight  forlorn, 

He  could  not  count  ten  hairs  upon  his  back, 

"" 

This  is  a  pretty  tale,  my  Lords,  and  pat : 

To  folks  like  you,  io  clever,  *verbum  ftt* 
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Account  of  Books  for  1789. 


A  bree  EJ/qys  on  Pidurefque  Beauty ,  on 
Pid  urefqueT ravel,  and  on  jketcbing 
Landfcape — to  'which  is  added  a 
Poem  on  Landfcape  Fainting.  By 
William  Gilpin,  M.  A.  Preben¬ 
dary  of  Sarum,  and  Vicar  of  Boi- 
dre  in  New  Foreft  near  Lyming- 
tcn. 


TM  E  author  of  the  piftu- 
refque  tours  through  Great 
Britain,  hath  been  many  years  moft 
fuccefsfully  engaged  in  delineating 
the  infinitely  varied  fcenery  of  his 
native  country,  as  it  prefented  it- 
fielf  to  him  in  its  moft  fublime 
and  beautiful  forms,  of  moun¬ 
tain,  wood,  lake,  river,  fea-views, 
a  continually  diverfified  level,  and 
what  gives  the  moft  enchanting 
tffedt  to  the  whole,  that  exquifite 
verdure,  conveying  the  united  ideas 
of  beauty  and  fertility,  in  which  re- 
fpedt  it  fhines  unrivalled  by  any 
other  climate— ‘The  powers  of  his 
pen  and  pencil  have  been  combined 
in  illuftrating  a  fubje£t  fo  worthy 
of  them,  and  it  is  hard  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  the  ficil)  of  the  artijl 
has  been  more  happily  difplayed  in 
Jketcbing  objects,  than  the  tafle  of  the 
writer  in  the  energy  and  perfpicuity 
of  his  ^verbal delineation .  There  fub- 
fills  undoubtedly  a  llridt  analogy 
between  the  arts  of  painting  and  fine 
writing— he  who  admires  one,  has 
invariably  an  exquifite  relifti  of  the 
other.  Of  the  mutual  light  and  re¬ 
ciprocal  afiillance  they  may  afford 
each  other,  our  author  has  given  us 


a  finking  inftance  in  his  remarks  at 
p.  18.  “  Language,”  he  obferves, 
“  like  light,  is  a  medium ;  and 
the  true  philofophic  fly le,  like 
light  from  a  north  window,  ex¬ 
hibits  objects  clearly  and  diftin&ly, 
without  Soliciting  attention  to  itfelf. 
In  painting  fubje&s  of  amufement 
indeed,  language  may  gild  fome- 
what  more,  and  colour  with  the  dies 
of  fancy  :  but  where  information  is 
of  more  importance  than  entertain¬ 
ment,  though  you  cannot  throw  too 
ftrong  a  light,  you  ftiould  carefully 
avoid  a  coloured  one.  The  ftyle  of 
fome  writers  refembles  a  bright 
light  placed  between  the  eye  and  the 
thing  to  be  looked  at ;  the  light 
/hews  itfelf,  and  hides  the  objedf  ; 
and  it  rnuft  be  allowed,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  fome  painters  is  as  imperti¬ 
nent  as  the  ftyle  of  fuch  writers. 

Mr.  G.  by  the  extent  and  variety 
of  his  claflical  learning,  hath  been 
enabled  toopen  the  great  ftorehoufeof 
pi£turefque  defcription,  which  the 
Greek  and  Roman  poets  have  fo 
amply  fupplied,  more  eminently 
Homer  and  Virgil,  who  were  ne¬ 
ver  fo  delightfully  engaged  as  in 
painting  the  fubliuiity  and  fimplicity 
of  nature. 

But  though  the  fcientific  painter, 
and  all  whofe  tafte  has  been  culti¬ 
vated  on  the  true  principles  of  the 
art,  have  long  known  how  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  value  of  Mr.  Gilpin’s 
works,  and  have  long  acknowledged 
their  confummate  merit :  it  muft  be 
confefled  that  the  author  appeals 
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With  great  difadvanrage  to  the 
ordinary  opinion  of  the  public,  who 
are  contented  to  admire  without 
difcrimination  general  objects  of 
beauty,  as  affording  equal  fources 
of  amufement— while  the  eye  well 
pradtifed  in  the  art,  is  pleafed  only 
with  things  as  they  are  properly 
difpofed  for  the  pencil,  and  ex¬ 
amines  the  face  of  nature  only  by 
the  rules  of  painting,  the  ordinary 
reader,  accuftomed  to  derive  ex- 
quifite  relifh  from  a  general  furvey 
ot  things,  was  offended  to  be  told, 
that  his  views  were  mifdiredted  and 
his  fenfations  of  nature’s  beauty 
falfe  and  ill  founded,  that  he  muft 
not  judge  of  beauty  till  he  is  grown 
fcientific,  and  has  formed  his  ac¬ 
quired  tafte  by  artificial  rules  dic¬ 
tated  by  his  inftrudtor  — In  the 
order  of  things  perhaps  tbefe  elfays, 
which  chiefly  contain  a  fummary  of 
fcientific  piinciples,  might  with 
more  propriety  have  preceded  the 
publication  of  bis  tours>  which  pre- 
fent  a  pradtical  illuftration  of  thefe 
principles  by  example— he  might 
previoufly  and  gradually  have  un¬ 
folded  his  defign,  and  prepared  the 
eye  to  furvey  proper  objects  in  their 
due  pofitions  and  lights— he  might 
thus  have  eafily  obviated  much  mif- 
conception  and  much  prejudice  re- 
fulting  from  it. 

The  purport  of  the  firfl:  eflay  is  to 
mark  the  diftinguifhing  charadterif- 
tic  of  fuch  beautiful  objects  as  are 
fuited  to  the  pencil ,  To  avoid  con* 
fufion,  and  correct  mifapprehenfion, 
he  holds  it  neceffary  to  feparate 
what  is  (imply  beautiful  from  what 
is  (tridtly  pidturetque — that  which 
pleafes  the  eye  in  its  natural  (late, 
from  that  which  has  a  quality  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  illuftrated  in  painting. 
—Ideas  of  beauty  vary  with  the  ob- 
j?dt  and  the  eye  o  fthe  fpedtator,  and 
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thofe  artificial  forms  are  the  mofl 
beautiful  to  each  eye  refpedtively, 
which  are  mofl  habitual.  The  Jlone - 
tnafan  admires  a  well-jointed  wall, 
which  the  architect  overlooks.  As 
there  exifls  a  real  difference  between 
the  beautiful  and  the  pidturefque,  it 
is  worth  while  to  enquire  what  is 
that  quality  in  the  conftitution  of 
objects  which  particularly  marks 
them  as  pidturefque— The  real  ob¬ 
jedt  affords  one  fource  of  beauty  in 
that  fpecies  of  elegance  we  call 
fmootb  or  neat;  we  fee  it  in  the  polifh 
of  the  marble  and  glitter  of  the  fii- 
ver,  and  in  the  brightness  of  the  ma¬ 
hogany,  as  if  the  eye  delighted  to 
glide  fmoothly  over  the  objedt.  But 
in  piclurefque  reprejentation  he  rejedts 
neat  and  fmooth  from  any  pretenfions 
to  beauty ;  on  the  contrary,  he  makes 
rougbnefs  or  ruggednefs  the  eflential 
difference  of  the  beautiful  pidlu- 
refque,  and  contends  that  this  parti- 
cular  quality  makes  the  objedt  plea- 
fing  in  painting ,  whether  it  be  in  the 
outline  and  bark  of  a  tree  or  in  the 
rude  fummit  and  craggy  fides  of  a 
mountain.  Apply thistheory  to  expe¬ 
rience.  Introduce  the  mofl;  elegant 
piece  of  Palladian  archiledture  into 
a  pidture,  and  it  becomes  a  formal 
objedt.  To  give  it  pidturefque  beau¬ 
ty,  you  bp  ak  it  into  heaps  of  ruin  ; 
infteadoffmoo  h,  you  make  itrough, 
and  it  becomes  pidturefque.  The  hu¬ 
man  form  in  a  quiefeent  ftate  admits 
of  high  beauty  ;  yet  when  it  is 
agitated  with  paflion,  and  its  muf- 
cles  fwollen  with  ftrong  exertion, 
the  frame  is  then  fliewn  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  becomes  pidturefque ; 
we  admire  the  Laocoon  more  than  the 
Antigonub— we  admire  the  horfe  as 
a  real  objedt,  his  elegant  form  and 
his  glofiy  coat ;  but  in  the  pidture 
of  Berghem,  you. (till  more  admirethe 
worn-out  cart-horfej  whofe  harder 
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lines  and  rougher  coat  better  ex- 
prefs  the  graces  of  the  pencil.  The 
lion  with  bis  rough  mane,  the 
hriftly  boar,  the  ruffled  plumage  of 
the  eagle,  are  all  objects  ot  this  lort. 
h  is  not  for  the  greater  eafe  of  exe~ 
cut .Qn>  as  fome  fuppoie,  that  the 
a r t i Pl  prefers  the  rough  to  the  fmooth 
object ;  his  competition  requires  it. 
If  the  hiftory  painter  threw  all  his 
draperies  fmooth  over  his  figures, 
his  groups  would  be  very  awkWard. 
In  landscape  painting  fmooth  objeCts 
would  produce  no  compofition  at 
jail.  Variety  and  contra  ft  too  he  finds 
in  rough  objects,  and  noneat  all  in 
the  fmooth — the  effect  of  light  and 
fliade,  the  richnefs  of  a  furface  and 
the  catching  light,  all  refult  from 
rough  objeCts.— The  fe  only  give  the 
ad  vantage  of  colouring,  while  (11100th 
bodies  afford  an  unifoim  colour  as 
well  as  luiface.  Not  that  we  are  to 
exclude  every  idea  of  fmoothnels 
from  pi&uiefque  beauty. — The 
fmooth  lake,  the  marmoreum  aequor 
we  acknowledge  to  be  piClurefque, 
tho’  it  fubfiils  more  in  reality  Wr^. ap¬ 
pearance.  Were  the  lake  lpread  on 
the  canvas  in  one  fimple  hue,  it 
would  be  a  dull  objtft;  to  the  eye  it 
appears  broken  by  various  fhades, 
by  the  undulations  of  water  and  the 
reflection  of  rough  objects  around  it 
—it  is  in  fa  ft  chiefly  piClurefque  by 
contraft,  as  the  beauty  of  an  old 
head  is  improved  by  the  fmooth- 
nefs  of  the  bald  pate — If  we  afk  why 
the  quality  of  rough nefs  makes  the 
effential  difference  between  the 
beautiful  and  the  pidurefque P  after  a 
variety  of  conjectures,  the  author 
shrinks  from  the  inveftigation.  We 
are  baffled  in  our  fearch  after  firft 
principles :  “  in.  philofophy,  in  phy- 
firs,  in  metaphyfics,  and  even  in  the 
polite  arts,  the  enquiry  is  equally 
vague,  we  are  puzzled  and  bewild¬ 


ered  but  not  informed.” — It  ap¬ 
pears  that  Sir  J.  Reynolds,  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  G.  underflood  the 
term  pidurefque  as  fynonymous  with 
tafte,  and  fo  applicable  to  Rubens 
and  the  Venetian  lchool,  not  to  Ra¬ 
phael  or  Michael  Angelo ;  as  it 
might  be  applied  to  Pope  and  Prior 
and  not  to  Homer  and  Milton. — Mr. 
G.  ufes  it  merely  to  denote  fuck 
objedls  Tis  are  proper  fubje&s  for 
painting,  the  cartoons  or  a  flower 
piece  being,  according  to  his  defini¬ 
tion,  equally  piClurefque. 

In  treating  of  piClurefque  travel, 
in  the  fecond  ejfayy  he  confiders  firfl 
its  objedt  and  then  its  fturces  of 
amufement — Its  objeCt  is  beamy  of 
every  kind,  either  in  art  or  nature; 
but  chiefly  of  the  fpecies  laft  confi- 
dered. — The  piClurefque  traveller 
purfues  it  through  the  fcenery  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  tries  it  by  the  rules  of 
painting  ;  he  ieeks  it  among  all  the 
ingredients  of  landfcapey  which  in 
themfeives  are  infinitely  varied  ; 
they  are  varied  fecondly  by  combi¬ 
nations,  and  again  almoft  as  much 
by  lights  and  tirades  and  other  aerial 
effects. * — Sometimes  they  exhibit  a 
« whole ,  but  oftner  only  beautiful 
parts. — Sublimity  alone  does  not 
make  an  objeCt  of  piClurefque,  it 
mull  neceflarily  be  connected  with 
fome  degree  of  beauty,  as  the  ocean  , 
unaccompanied  by  circumflances, 
loles  its  fublime  character. — The 
curious  fantaflic  forms  of  nature,  the 
fpiry  pinnacle  and  cattle-like  rocks 
do  not  pleafe  the  piClurefque  eye  ; 
it  is  fond  of  the  fimplicity  of  nature , 
and  fees  1110ft  beauty  in  her  moft 
ufual  forms  :  the  Giants’  Caufeway 
ftrikes  as  a  novelty,  the  Lake  of 
Killarney  gives  delight  :  it  would 
repole  in  the  fweet  vales  ot  Switzer¬ 
land,  but  glances' dnly  through  the 
glacier  es  ot  Savoy.  Bm  it  examines1 

not 
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not  only  the  form  and  compofition 
of  objects,  it  conne&s  them  with 
the  infinitely  varied  effects  of  the 
atmofphere. — Befides  the  inanimate 
face  ofnature,  and  its  living  forms  of 
men  aad  animals  and  every  fliape 
of  being,  it  ranges  alio  through  the 
limits  of  the  arts,  and  fuiveys  the 
picture  the  ftatue,  the  garden  :  it  is 
mod  eagerly  inquifitive  after  the 
elegant  relics  of  antient  architec- 
ture,  the  gothic  arch,  the  ruined 
caftle  and  abbey. — From  the  objedts 
of  pidlurelque  travel  we  turn  to  its 
jources  of  amufement,  or  what  is 
higher  than  amufement,  when  in 
the  fearch  of  beauty  we  look  up  to 
the  great  origin  of  all  beauty,  the 
firji  good ,  fir/l  perfeR  and  firjt  fair. 
— The  primary  fource  of  amufement 
lo  the  picturefque  tiaveller  is  the 
purfuit  of  his  objedl,  when  novelty 
meets  him  at  every  ftcp,  and  every 
diftant  horizon  promifes  a  frefh 
gratification. After  the  purfuit  we 
*//«*'«  the  object;  we  nowexamine  the 
fcenes  we  have  difcovered,  we  exa¬ 
mine  them  as  a  whole ,  the  com¬ 
pofition,  colouring  and  light  un¬ 
der  one  comprehenlive  view.  But 
we  are  more  commonly  employed 
in  analyling  the  parts  of  fcenes;  we 
try  to  amend  the  compofition,  to 
find  how  little  is  wanting  to  reduce 
jt  to  the  rules  of  our  art,  and  how 
/light  the  limit  between  beauty  and 
deformity.— But  our  fupre me  delight 
arifes ,  where  a  grand  fcene  opens  to 
the  eye  and  arreds  every  faculty  of 
the  foul,  when  we  rather  feel  than 
furvey  it  — Our  next  amufement  is 
to  enlarge  and  corredl  our  general 
flock  of  ideas;  by  acquifition  and 
comparifon  we  grow  learned  in  na¬ 
ture’s  works,  and  becomemorefami- 
liaily  and  accurately  acquainted 
with  her. — Vv'e  may  amufeourielves 
too  to  fket<:h  out  with  a  few  drokes 
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thofe  ideas  that  have  mod  pleafed  us, 
to  recall  and  retain  the  Icenerv,  and 
even  the  fplendid  colouring  which 
exifted  in  the  real  fcene. — By  a  cor¬ 
rect  knowledge  of  objedts  we  have 
the  power  of  creating  and  leprefent- 
ing  fcenes  of  fancy,  yet  1  u i table  to 
the  reality  of  nature,  when  aided 
by  the  cultivation  of  tafte,  and  chas¬ 
tened  by  the  rules  of  ait,  and  by  the 
vigorous  powers  of  imagination  we 
can  convert  the  barren  wade  into  a 
fruitful  fource  of  amufement. 

The  third  eifay  compiifes  a  great 
number  of  minute  rules  for  the 
practice  of  fketching  and  colouring, 
and  the  art  of  perfpeftive — which 
being  very  concife  in  t hem fe Ives 
are  not  lufceptible  of  abiidgment- 
Thev  appear  to  be  directed  by  the 
niced  fkill  and  taffe,  grounded  on 
his  own  happy  experience,  and  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  few  prints  well 
calculated  to  illuflrate  the  rules  by 
an  immediate  example. —  I  here  fol¬ 
lows  a  did  active  poem  of  confidera-' 
Lie  length,  in  which,  while  he  dif- 
plavs  the  feience  of  a  painter ,  he 
gives  very  happy  proofs  that  he  pof~ 
fefies  the  kindred  ipirit  of  a  poet . 
The  poem  receives  much  additional 
value  from  the  commentary  annexed. 

But  the  bell  ill uflration  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  ideas  will  be  found  in  the  ele¬ 
gant  publications,  to  which  we  fliall 
refer  the  reader — thel'e  confid  of  the 
following  works. 

Gbjervatious  on  the  river  Wye  and 
federal  parts  of  South  Wales,  &c. 
relative  chiefly  to  pidlurejqne  beauty , 
made  in  the  Jammer  of  the  year 

*77°-.  . 

Northern  Tour ,  made  in  the  year 

1772. 

Qbfervalions  on  federal  parts  of 
Great  Britain,  particularly  the  High¬ 
lands  o!  Scot  lane— rtnude  :ti  the  year 

1776- 


Remarks 


i7+  ANNUAL  ERGISTER  1789. 


Remarks  on  for  eft  fcenery,  and  other 
9 woodland  views,  in  three  books. 

We  fhall  fele6t  a  few  paffages 
from  thefe  different  works,  that  the 
reader  may  be  enabled  to  judge, 
with  what  degree  of  confiftency  the 
author  has  applied  the  principles 
laid  down  in  his  effays  to  thofe  views 
of  natuie  which  he  defcribes. 

”  The  beauty  of  thefe  fcenes 
(fpeaking  of  the  Wye  between  Rofs 
and  Chepftow)  arifes  chiefly  from 
two  circumftances — the  lofty  banks 
of  the  river,  and  it’s  mazy  courfe, 
both  which  are  accurately  obferved 
by  the  poet,  when  he  defcribes  the 
Wye,  as  echoing  through  its  winding 
bounds .  It  could  not  well  echo 
unlefs  its  banks  were  lofty  and 
winding. 

From  thefe  two  circumftances  the 
views  it  exhibits,  are  of  the  moft 
beautiful  kind  of  perfpettive,  free 
from  the  formality  of  lines. 

Every  view  on  a  river,  thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  is  compofed  of  four 
grand  parts;  the  area ,  which  is  the 
river  itfelf ;  the  two  ftde  fcreens, 
which  are  the  oppofite  banks,  and 
mark  the  perfpettive  ;  and  the  front 
fcreen, which  points  out  the  winding 
of  the  river. 

If  the  Wye  ran,  like  a  Dutch 
canal,  between  parallel  banks,  there 
could  be  no  front  fcreen  :  the  two 
fide  lcreens,  in  that  fituation,  would 
lengthen  to  a  point. 

If  a  road  were  under  the  circum- 
ftance  of  a  river 9  winding  like  the 
Wye,  the  effeft  would  be  the  fame  : 
but  this  is  rarely  the  cafe.  The 
road  purfues  the  irregularity  of  the 
country.  It  climbs  the  hill,  and 
finks  into  the  valley ;  and  this  irre¬ 
gularity  gives  the  view  it  exhibits, 
a  differenr  chara&er. 

The  views  on  the  Wye,  though 
compofed  only  of  thefe  ft mple  parts, 
are  yet  infinitely  varied. 


They  are  varieied,  firft,  by  the 
contraft  of  the  fcreens  Sometimes  one 
of  the  fide  fcreens  is  elevated,  fome- 
times  the  other,  and  fametimes  the 
front.  Or  both  the  fide  fcreens  may 
be  lefty  ;  and  the  front  either  high, 
or  low. 

Again,  they  are  varied  by  the 
folding  of  the  fide  fcreens  over  each 
other,  and  hiding  more  or  lefs  of 
the  front.  When  none  of  the  front 
is  difeovered,  the  folding  fide  eitoer 
winds  round,  like  an  amphitheatre  ; 
or  it  becomes  a  long  reach  of  per- 
fpe&ive. 

The  fimp\ e  variations,  admit  ftill 
farther  variety  from  becoming  com* 
plex.  One  of  the  fides  may  be  com¬ 
pounded  of  various  parts  ;  while  the 
other  remains  fimple  :  or  both  nay 
be  compounded  ;  and  the  front  fim¬ 
ple  ;  or  the  front  alone  may  be  com-r 
pounded. 

Befides  thefe  fources  of  variety, 
there  are  other  circumftances,  which 
under  the  name  of  ornaments,  ftilf 
farther  increafe  them.  Plain  banks 
will  admit  all  the,  variations  we 
have  yet  mentioned  ;  but  when  this 
plainnefs  is  adorned,  a  tnoufand  other 
varieties  arife. 

The  ornaments  oftheWye  maybe 
ranged  under  four  head %-~ground^- 
wood— rock— and  buildings. 

The  graund,  of  which  the  banks 
of  the  Wye  confift,  (and  which  hath 
thus  far  been  confidered  only  in  its 
general  <?^W?,)affords  every  variety 
which  ground  is  capable  of  receiv¬ 
ing  ;  from  the  fteepeft  precipice,  to 
the  flatteft  meadow.  This  variety 
appears  in  the  line  formed  by  the 
fummits  of  the  banks ;  in  the  fwel- 
ings,  and  excavations  of  their  de¬ 
clivities  ;  and  in  the  unequal  furfaces 
ofThe  lower  grounds. 

In  many  places  alfo  the  ground \$ 
broken  :  which  adds  new  fources  of 
variety.  By  broken ground,  we  mean 

only 
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only  fuch  ground  as  hath  loft  its 
turf,  and  difcovers  the  naked  foil. 
Often  you  fee  a  gravel  lyearth  fhiver- 
ing  from  the  hills,  in  the  form  of 
water-falls  :  or  perhaps  you  fee  dry, 
ftony  channels,  guttering  down  pre¬ 
cipices,  the  rough  beds  of  temporary 
torrents ;  and  lometimes  fo  trifling 
a  caufe  as  the  rubbing  of  fheep 
againft  the  Tides  of  the  little  banks, 
or  hillocks,  will  often  occafion  very 
beautiful  breaks. 

The  colour  too  of  the  broken  foil 
is  a  great  fource  of  variety;  the  yel¬ 
low,  or  the  red  oker;  the  afhy  grey; 
the  black  earth,  or  the  marley  blue! 
and  the  intermixtures  of  thefe  with 
each  other,  and  with  patches  of  ver¬ 
dure,  blooming  heath,  and  other 
vegetable  tints,  dill  increafes  that 
variety. 

Nor  let  the  faftidious  reader 
think  thefe  remarksdefcend  too  much 
into  detail.  Were  an  extenflve  dis¬ 
tance  defcribed,  a  foreft  fcene,  a 
fea-coaft  view,  a  femicircular  range 
of  mountains,  or  fome  other  difplay 
•f  nature,  it  would  be  trifling  to  mark 
thefe  minute  circumftances.  But 
here  the  hills  around  exhibit  little 
except  foregrounds ,  and  it  is  ne- 
ceflary,  where  we  have  no  diftan- 
ces,  to  be  more  exadt  in  finifhing 
objedts  at  hand. 

The  next  great  ornament  on  the 
banks  of  the  Wye,  are  its  woods. 
In  this  country  there  are  many 
works  carried  on  by  fire  ;  and  the 
woods  being  maintained  for  their 
ufe,  are  periodically  cut  down.  As 
the  larger  trees  are  generally  left, 
a  kind  of  alternacy  rakes  place  ; 
what  is,  this  year,  a  thicket,  may, 
the  next,  be  an  open  grove.  The 
woods  themfelves  poflefs  little  beau¬ 
ty,  and  lefs  grandeur ;  yet,  when 
we  confider  them  as  the  ornamental , 
not  as  the  ejjential  parts,  of  a  fcene? 
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the  eye  mud  net  examine  them 
with  exadtnefs,  but  compound  for  a 
general  effefi. 

One  circumftance  attending  this 
alternacy  is  pleafing,  Many  of  the 
furnaces  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
conlume  charcoal,  which  is  manu- 
fadtured  on  the  i'pot,  and  the  fmoke, 
which  is  frequently  feen  ifluing 
from  the  fides  of  the  hill,  and 
fpreading  its  thin  veil  over  a  part 
of  them,  beautifully  breaks  their 
line,  and  unites  them  with  the  fky. 

The  chief  deficiency,  in  point  of 
wood,  is  of  large  trees  on  the  edge  of 
the  water  ;  which,  clumped  here 
and  there,  would  diverfify  the  hills, 
as  tha  eye  pafles  them,  and  remove 
that  heavinefs,  which  always,  in 
fome  degree,  (though  here  as  little 
as  any  where)  arifes  from  the  con¬ 
tinuity  ofgrouud.  They  would  alfo 
give  a  degree  of  diftance  to  the 
more  removed  parts ;  which,  in  a 
fcene  like  this,  would  be  attended 
with  peculiar  advantage  :  for  as  we 
have  here  fo  little  diftance,  we  w  ifK 
to  make  the  mod  of  what  we  have. 
—But  trees  immediately  on  the  fore - 
ground  cannot  be  fuffered  in  thefe 
feenes,  as  they  would  obftrudt  the 
navigation  of  the  river. 

The  rocks,  which  are  continue 
ally  ftarting  through  the  woods,  pro¬ 
duce  anorher  ornament  on  the  bank 
of  the  Wye.  The  rock,  as  all  oilier 
objedts,  though  more  than  all,  re¬ 
ceives  its  chief  beauty  from  con¬ 
trail:.  Some  objedls  are  beautiful  in 
themfelves.  The  eye  is  pleafed  with 
the  tuftings  of  a  tree  ;  it  is  amuied 
with  puifuing  the  eddying  ftream  ; 
or  it  refts  with  delight  on  the  {bat¬ 
tered  arches  of  a  gothic  ruin.  Such 
objedts,  independent  of  compofition, 
are  beautiful  in  themfelves.  But 
the  rock,  bleak,  naked,  arid  una¬ 
dorned,  feems  fcarce  to  deferve  a 

place 
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place  among  them.  Tint  it  with 
mofles,  and  lychens  of  various  hues, 
and  you  give  it  a  degree  of  beauty. 
Adorn  It  with  ftirubs  and  hanging 
herbage,  and  you  ftill  make  it  more 
pidurefque.  Conned  it  with  wood, 
and  water,  and  broken  ground,  and 
you  make  it  in  the  higbeft  degree 
interefting.  Its  colour ,  and  its  form 
are  fo  accommodating,  that  it  gene¬ 
rally  blends  into  one  of  the  mo  ft 
beautiful  appendages  of  landfcape. 

Different  kinds  of  rocks  have  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  beauty.  Thofe  on 
the  Wye,  which  are  of  a  greyifh  co¬ 
lour,  are,  in  general,  fmiple,  and 
grand  ;  rarely  formal,  or  fantaftic. 
Sometimes  they  projed  in  thofe  beau¬ 
tiful  fquare  manes,  yet  broken  and 
{battered  in  every  line,  which  is 
charaderiftic  of  the  moft  majeftic 
fpecies  of  rock.  Sometimes  they 
flaht  obliquely  from  the  eye  in 
/helving  diagonal  ftrata  :  and  fome- 
times  they  appear  in  large  maffes  of 
fmooth  ftone,  detached  from  each 
other,  and  half  buried  in  the  foil. 
Rocks  of  this  laft  kind  are  the  moft 
lumpifh,  and  the  leaft  pidurefque. 

The  various  buildings,  which  arife 
every  where  on  the  banks  of  the 
Wye,  form  the  laft  of  its  ornaments ; 
abbeys,  caftles,  villages,  fpires, 
forges,  mills,  and  bridges  ;  one  or 
other  of  thefe  venerably  vifteges  of 
paft,  or  cheerful  inhabitants  of  the 
prefent  times,  chara&erife  almoft 
every  fcene. 

Thefe  works  of  art  are  however 
of  much  greater  ufe  in  artificial , 
than  in  natural  landfcape.  In  pur- 
fuing  the  beauties  of  nature,  we 
range  at  large  among  forefts,  lakes, 
rocks,  and  mountains.  The  vari¬ 
ous  fcene s  wo  meet  with,  furnifh 
an  inexha ufted  fource  of  pleafure. 
And  though  the  works  ol  art  may 
often  give  animation  and  contrail  to 


thefe  fcenes,  yfet  ftill  they  are  not 
neceffary.  We  can  be  amufed  with¬ 
out  them.  But  when  we  introduce 
a  fcene  on  canvas— when  the  eye  is 
to  be  confined  within  the  frame  of  a 
pidure,  and  can  no  longer  range 
among  the  varieties  of  nature  ;  the 
aids  of  art  beeome  more  neceffary  ; 
and  we  want  thecaftle,  or  the  abbey, 
to  give  confequence  to  the  fcene. 
Indeed  the  landfcape-painter  fel- 
dom  thinks  his  view  perfed,  without 
charaderifing  it  by  fome  objed  of 
this  kind.”  Obfer<vation  on  the  tlfye, 
fed.  2.  p.  17. 

M  From  clumps  we  naturally  pro¬ 
ceed  to  rark  fcenery,  which  is  gene¬ 
rally  compoled  of  combinations  of 
clumps ,  interfperfed  with  lawns.  It 
is  feldom  compofed  of  any  large 
diftrids  of  wood  ;  which  is  the  cba- 
raderiftic  of  foreft  fcenery. 

The  park,  which  is  a  fpecies  of 
landfcape  little  known,  except  in 
Eugland,  is  one  of  the  nobleft  ap¬ 
pendages  of  a  great  houfe.  Nothing 
gives  a  manfion  fo  much  dignity  as 
thefe  home  demefnes  ;  nor  contri¬ 
butes  more  to  mark  its  confequence, 
A  great  houfe,  in  a  courfe  ol  years, 
naturally  acquires  fpace  around  it. 
A  noble  park  therefore  is  the  natural 
appendage  of  an  ancient  manfion. 

To  the  fize,  and  grandeur  of  the 
houfe  the  park  Ihould  be  proportion¬ 
ed.  Blenheim- c a file  with  a  paddock 
around  it  $  or  a  finall  villa  in  the 
middle  of  Woodftock-park,  would 
be  equally  out  of  place. 

The  houfe  fliould  (land  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  the  park  ;  that  is,  it 
fhould  have  ample  room  about  it  on 
every  fide.  Petworth-houfe,  one  of 
the  grandeft  piles  in  England,  lofes 
much  of  its  grandeur  from  being 
placed  at  the  extremity  of  the  park, 
where  it  is  elbowed  by  a  church-yard. 
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Th  e  cxafl  fpot  depends  intirely  on 
ground.  There  are  grand  fitua¬ 
tions  of  various  kind.1— -in  genera] 
the  houfes  are  built  firft,  and  parks 
added  afterwards,  by  the  occafional 
removal  of  inclofures.  A  great  houfe 
ftands  moft  nobly  on  an  elevated 
knoll,  fiorn  whence  it  may  overlook 
the  diftant  country,  while  the  woods 
of  the  paik  fcreen  the  regularity  of 
the  intervening  cultivation.  Or  it 
ftands  well  on  the  fide  of  a  valley, 
which  winds  along  its  front,  and  is 
adorned  with  wood  of  a  natural 
ftream,  hiding  and  difcovering  it- 
ielf  among  the  clumps  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  vale.  Or  it  ftands  with 
dignity,  as  Longleat  does,  in  the 
centre  of  demelnes,  which  /helve 
gently  down  to  it  on  every  fide  :«-* 
even  on  a  dead  flat  I  have  leen  a 
houfe  diaw  beauties  around  it.  At 
the  feat  or  the  late  Mr.  Billon  Legge, 
(now  lord  Stawel’s)  in  the  middle 
of  Holt  Foreft,  a  lawn  unvaried  by  a 
fingle  fwell,  is  yet  varied  with 
clumps  of  different  forms,  reced¬ 
ing  behind  each  other,  in  fo  pleaf- 
ing  a  manner,  as  to  make  an  agree¬ 
able  feene. 

By  thefe  obfervations  I  mean  only 
to  (hew,  that  in  whatever  part  of  a 
park  a  houfe  may  have  been  origi¬ 
nally  placed,  it  can  hardly  have 
been  placed  fo  aukwardly,  but  that, 
in  fome  way  or  another,  the  feenery 
may  be  happily  adapted  to  it :  there 
are  fome  fituations,  indeed,  k>  very 
untoward,  that  fcarce  any  remedy 
can  be  applied  :  as  when  the  front 
of  a  houfe  immediately  urges  on  a 
riling  ground.  But  fuch  aukward 
fituations  are  rare  ;  and  in  general, 
the  variety  of  landfcape  is  fuch,  that 
it  may  almoft  always  be  brought,  in 
one  form  or  another,  to  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  beauty.  The  many  im¬ 
provements  of  the  ingenious  Mr. 

Vol,  XXXI. 
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Brown,  in  various  parts  of  England, 
bear  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  thefe 
obfervations.— Thebeauty, however, 
of  park  feenery  is  undoubtedly  be  ft 
difplayed  on  a  varied  fur  face — 
where  the  ground  fwells,  and  falls— 
where  hanging  lawns,  fereened  with 

wood,  are  conne&ed  with  vallies _ 

and  where  one  part  is  continually 
playing  in  contrail  with  another. 

As  the  park  is  an  appendage  of 
the  houfe,  it  follows  that  it  ftiould 
paiticipate  of  its  neatnefs  and  ele¬ 
gance.  Nature,  in  all  her  great 
walks  of  landfcape,  obferves  this 
accomodating  rule.  She  feldom 
paffes  abruptly  from  one  mode  of 
feenery  to  another  ;  but  generally 
connects  different  lpecies  of  land« 
fcape  by  fome  third  fpecies,  which 
participates  ofboth.  A  mountain¬ 
ous  country  rarely  finks  immedi¬ 
ately  into  a  level  one  :  the  fwellings 
and  heavings  of  the  earth  grow 
gradually  leis:  thus,  as  the  houfe 
is  connected  with  the  country, 
through  the  medium  of  the  park, 
the  park  ihould  partake  of  the  neat- 
nels  of  the  one,  and  of  the  wildne/s  of 
the  other/' 

“  Having  thus  confiderea  various 
kinds  of  woody  feenery,  and  traced 
the  peculiar  beauty  of  eadi,  we  pro¬ 
ceed  next  to  the  forelf  which  in  a 
manner  comprehends  them  all* 
There  are  few  extenfive  forefts, 
which  do  not  contain,  in  fome  part 
or  other,  a  fpecimen  of  kvery  fpe¬ 
cies  of  woody  landfcape.  The  wild 
foreft  view,  indeed,  differs  eftenti- 
al!y  from  the  embelliftied  or  • 
though  fometimes  we  find  even  the 
foreft-lawn  in  a  polifhed  ftate,  when 
browzed  by  deer  into  a  fine  turf, 
and  furrounded  by  ftately  woods. 
Beauty ,  however,  is  not  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  the  foreft  ;  its  peculiar 
N  diftindfioia 
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diftinftion  is  grandeur  and  dignity . 
The  fcenes  we  have  hitherto  con- 
fidered,  are  all  within  the  reach  of 
art ;  and  in  fa£t  have  all  been  the 
objects  of  improvement.  But  the 
foreft  difdains  all  human  culture  : 
on  it  the  hand  of  nature  is  only  im- 
preffed.  The  foreft,  like  other 
beautiful  fcenes,  pleafes  the  eye  ;  but 
its  great  effect  is  to  roufe  the  imagi¬ 
nation. 

The  word  fore /l  immediately  fug- 
gefts  the  idea  of  a  continued  uninter¬ 
rupted  track  of  moody  country.  But 
forefts  in  general  are  much  more 
varied.  They  confift  indeed  of  tracks 
of  woody  country  $  but  thefe  tracks 
are,  at  the  fame  time,  intermixed 
with  patches  of  pafturage,  which 
commonly  bear  the  fame  proportion 
to  the  woods  or  the  foreft,  which 
lawns  do  to  the  clumps  of  a  park.- — 
Thefe  intermingled  fcenes  of  wood 
and  pafturage  are  again  divided 
from  other  intermixtures  of  the 
fame  kind,  by  wide  heaths,  which 
are  fometimes  bounded  by  a  naked 
line  of  horizon ;  but  more  fre¬ 
quently  Ikirted  with  wood.  This 
intermixture  of  wood  and  pafturage, 
with  large  reparations  of  heath, 
give  a  variety  to  the  foreft,  which 
a  boundlefs  continuance  of  woody 
fcenery  could  not  exhibit ;  though  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  in  many 
forefts,  and  efpecially  in  New  Foreft 
thefe  tracks  of  heathy  country  are 
often  larger,  than  pi&urefque  beau¬ 
ty  requires. 

Having  given  this  general  idea  of 
the  fpeciesof  country  which  I  mean 
to  treat  of  under  the  idea  of  a  foreft, 
I  fhall  proceed  to  particulars.  Let 
me  juft  recall  to  the  reader’s  me¬ 
mory,  what  was  obferved  before, 
that  all  great  woods,  diversified  as 
forefts  are,  though  not  properly  de¬ 
nominated  forefts,  as  not  fubje£t  to 


foreft  lawns ,  will  however  naturally 
fall  under  the  defcriprion  of  foreft 
fcenery 

The  foreft,  under  the  divifion 
of  wood ,  pafturage ,  and  heath ,  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  us  as  a  pi&urefque 
objeft,  in  a  double  view,— as  the 
fcenery  of  a  fore  ground ,  and  as  the 
fcenery  of  a  diftance  ;  in  both  views 
it  is  equally  an  object  of  pi&urefque 
beauty  :  but  as  its  effects  are  different 
in  each,  I  {hall  endeavour  to  deli¬ 
neate  their  refpeftive  beauties. 

When  we  fpeak  of  foreft  fcenery, 
as  a  fore  ground ,  we  mean  the  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  its  woods  prefcnt, 
when  we  approach  their  (kilt,  or 
invade  their  recedes.  Forefts  in 
their  nature,  are  woods  aborigine, not 
newly  planted  ;  but  natural  woods, 
fet  apart  for  the  purpofes  of  flicker¬ 
ing  and  fecuring  game.  The 
trees,  therefore,  of  which  thefe  na¬ 
tural  woods  are  composed,  confift  of 
all  ages,  and  fizes,  from  the  ancient 
fathers  of  the  foreft  to  the  fcion 
and  the  feedling.  They  grow  alfb 
in  that  wild,  difordered  manner, 
which  nature  prefcribes  »  as  the 
root  cafually  runs,  which  throws  up 
the  fcion  ;  or  as  the  feed,  or  acorn 
finds  foil,  and  room  to  eftablifti  it¬ 
felf  and  increafe.  But  though  the 
richnefs  of  the  fcenery  depends, 
greatly  on  this  multifarious  mixture 
which  mattes  and  fills  up  all  the 
various  combinations,  yet  the  moft 
ancient  trees  of  each  fpecies  are  the 
glory  of  fylvan  landfcape.  Young 
trees,  though  even  in  diftant  views 
inferior  to  old,  will  however  in  that 
fituation  exhibit  a  better  appearance, 
than  on  the  fpot ;  where  no  foreft 
fcenery  can  fill  the  eye,  without  a 
proper  aflemblage  of  fuch  trees,  as 
have  feen  ages  palled  over  them  : 
hefe  form  thofe  bold  and  rough 
exhibitions,  in  which  the  pride  and 
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dignity  of  forefl  <vieivs  confift.  We 
have  already  obferved,  that  the 
wild  and  rough  parts  of  nature  pro¬ 
duce  the  ftrongeft  effeCts  on  the 
imagination  ;  and  we  may  add, 
they  are  the  only  objeCts  in  land- 
fcapes,  which  pleafe  the  picture fque 
eye.  Every  thing  trim,  and  fmooth, 
and  neat,  afFeCts  it  coolly.  Pro¬ 
priety  brings  us  to  acquiefce  in  the 
elegant  and  well-adapted  embellifh- 
ments  of  art ;  but  the  painter,  who 
diould  introduce  them  on  canvafs, 
would  be  characterized  as  a  man 
void  ot  tade,  and  utterly  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  objects  of  pi&urcfque 
feleCtion.  Such  are  the  great  ma¬ 
terials,  which  we  expeCt  to  find  in 
the  ficirts,  and  internal  parts  of  the 
forefl — trees  of  every  kind,  but 
particularly  the  old  eft  and  rougheft 
of  each.  We  examine  next  the  mode 
of  fcenery  which  refults  from  their 
combinations. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  glen,  we  ob¬ 
ferved  that  the  principal  beauty  of 
it,  arofe  from  thole  little  openings, 
or  glades,  with  which  it  commonly 
abounds.  It  is  thus  in  the  foreft 
woods.  The  great  beauty  of  thefe 
clofe  fcones  ariies  from  the  openings 
and  recedes,  which  we  find  amoug 
them. 

By  this  I  do  not  mean  the  lawns, 
and  rafturage,  which  I  mention  as 
one  of  the  great  divifions  of  foreft 
fcenery  ;  but  merely  thofe  little 
openings  among  the  trees,  which 
are  produced  by  various  circurn- 
ftances.  A  fandy  bank,  or  a  piece 
of  rocky  ground,  may  prevent  the 
contiguity  of  trees,  and  fo  make  an 
opening;  or  a  tree  or  two  may  have 
been  blafted,  or  have  been  cut 
down;  or,  what  is  the  happieft  of  all 
circumftances,  a  winding  road  may 
run  along  the  wood. — The  fimple 
idea  which  is  varied  through  all 
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thefe  little  recedes,  is  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  a  few  trees,  jud  feen  behind 
others.  The  varieties  of  this  mode 
of  fcenery,  fimple  as  it  is,  are  infi¬ 
nite.  Nature  is  wonderfully  fertile- 
the  invention  of  the  painter  may 
form  a  compofition  more  agreeable 
to  the  rules  of  his  art,  than  nature 
commonly  produces;  but  no  inven¬ 
tion  can  reaeh  the  varieties  o i  par- 
ticular  objeds” 

Remarks  on  Forefl  Scenery , 
vol.  i.  p.  184  and  p.  209. 

“  From  Amblefide  we  fet  out  for 
Kefwick, which  is  about  1 8  miles  far¬ 
ther  north.  We  were  now  about  to 
enter  the  middle,  and  moil  formida¬ 
ble  part,  of  that  vaft  chain  of  moun¬ 
tains,  which  I  have  before  mention¬ 
ed,  as  the  barrier  between  Cumber¬ 
land  and  Weftmoreland;  and  which 
promifed,  from  a  didant  view,  to 
prefent  us  with  a  ^reat  variety  of 
very  grand  fcenery.  Our  morning's 
voyage  on  the  fmooth  expanfe  of  the 
lake  aided  our  prefent  expedition 
with  all  the  powers  of  contraft. 

But  before  we  enter  thefe  majes¬ 
tic  fcenes,  it  may  be  nec*flary  to 
premife  a  diftinCtion  between  a 
fcene  of  mountains,  and  a  mountain 
Jcene. 

Mountainous  countries  mod:  com- 
mouly  prefent  only  the  former.  The 
objefts  are  grand,  but  they  are 
huddled  together,  confufed,  without 
connection  ;  and  the  painter  confi- 
ders  them  only  as  jludies ,  and  forms 
them  into  pictures  by  imaginary 
combinations. 

We  fometimes,  however,  fee  a 
mountainous  country  in  which  na¬ 
ture  itfelf  hath  made  thefe  beautiful 
combinations-— where  one  part  re¬ 
lates  t$  another,  and  the  effeCt  of  a 
whole  is  produced.  This  is  what  I 
call  a  mountain  hen?. 

N  2  Of 
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Of  this  latter  kind  is  almoft  the 
whole  road  between  Amblefide  and 
Kelwick  The  mountains  are  na¬ 
turally  combined  into  fcenes,  which 
if  not  in  all  parts  purely  pi&urefque, 
are  in  all  parts  marked  with  the 
great  lines  of  compofition  ;  tho’ 
often  on  too  wide  a  fcale  for  imita¬ 
tion. 

The  firft  object  of  our  attention, 
on  leaving  Amblefide,  was  Rydal 
hall,  the  feat  of  Sir  Michael  le 
Fleming.  It  {lands  on  a  riling  lawn  ; 
on  the  north  and  eaft  it  is  flielter- 
tered  by  lorty  mountains.  In  front, 
towards  the  fouth,  it  commands  a 
noble  diftance,  confiding  of  the  ex¬ 
tensive  vale  of  Windermere,  bound¬ 
ed  by  the  lake.  The  mountain, 
on  the  north,  called  Rydal-cragg, 
rifing  clofe  behind  the  houfe,  is  high 
and  rocky.  That  on  the  eaft  is  of 
inferior  fize,  but  is  covered  with 
wood.  Between thefe  mountainsruns 
a  narrow,  woody  valley,  through 
which  a  confiderable  ftream,  falling 
down  a  quick  defcent,  along  a  rocky 
channel,  forms  a  fucceflion  of  cas¬ 
cades. 

One  of  thefe,  though  but  a  minia¬ 
ture,  is  fo  beautiful  both  in  itfelf 
and  its  accompaniments,  as  to  de- 
ierve  particular  notice' — it  is  feen 
from  a  fummer-houfe,  before  which 
its  rocky  cheeks,  circling  on  each 
fide,  form  a  little  area,  appearing 
through  a  window  like  a  picture  in 
a  frame.  The  water  fall  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  eye,  which  being 
rather  above  its  levei  has  a  long 
peripe&ive  view  of  the  ftream,  as  it 
hurries  from  the  higher  grounds, 
tumbling,  in  various  little  breaks, 
through  its  rocky  channel,  darken¬ 
ed  with  thicket,  till  it  arrivts  at  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  before  the 
window,  from  whence  it  rufhes  into 
the  bafon,  whi<;h  is  formed  by  na¬ 
ture  in  the  native  rock.  The  dark 
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colour  of  the  done,  taking  dill  a 
deeper  tinge  from  the  wood  which 
hangs  over  it,  iets  off  to  wonderful 
advantage  the  fparkling  luftre  of  the 
ftream,  and  produces  an  uncommon 
effeft  of  light :  it  is  this  effett, 
indeed,  from  which  the  chief  beauty 
of  the  fcsne  arifes.  In  every  repre¬ 
sentation,  truly  pi&urefque,  the 
fhade  fhould  greatiy  overbalance  the 
light.  The  face  of  nature,  under 
the  glow  of  noon,  has  rarely  this 
beautiful  appearance.  The  artift 
generally  courts  her  charms  in  a 
morning  or  evening  hour,  when  the 
fhadows  are  deep  and  extended,  and 
when  the  (loping  fun- beam  affords 
rather  a  catching,  than  a  glaring 
light.  In  this  little  exhibition  we 
had  an  admirable  idea  of  the  magi¬ 
cal  effect  of  light,  pi&urefquely 
distributed. 

On  leaving  Rydal,  we  entered  a 
vaft  chafm  between  mountains, 
which  may  be  properly  called  a  por¬ 
tal  to  the  fcenes  we  approached. 

On  paffing  it,  we  were  prefented 
with  a  grand  fcene  of  mountains, 
adorned  by  a  lake  called  Rydal 
water,  on  the  left  j  not  indeed 
adequate  to  the  greatnefs  of  the 
iurrounding  objects,  but  of  fuch 
beauty  as  immediately  to  fix  the 
eye.  In  the  midft  of  it  is  a  rocky 
ifland,  covered  with  wood—-the 
little  river  Rotha,  winding  round 
a  promontory,  enters  it  on  the. 
north. 

Leaving  thefe  fcenes,  we  alcend- 
ed  a  very  fteep  hill  ;  from  the 
fummit  ot  which  was  difplayed  a 
profpeft  of  defolation  in  a  very  dig¬ 
nified  form  :  it  was  an  amphithea¬ 
tre  of  craggy  mountains,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  fweep  round  a  circum¬ 
ference  of  at  lead  thirty  miles  ; 
tho’  in  fa£t,  perhaps,  it  did  not  in¬ 
clude  half  that  fpace  j  but  great 
objects  naturally  form  a  wide  fcale 
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of  menfuration — the  foul  involun¬ 
tarily  fhuddered  at  the  firdafpeft  of 
fuch  a  fcene.  At  the  didant  part  of 
it  lay  Grafiner-lake,  which  being  fo 
far  removed  from  the  eye  feemed 
only  a  bright  fpot  at  the  bottom  of 
the  mountains.  , 

To  this  lake  the  road  diredtly  led. 
A  neater  approach  prelented  us  with 
fome  beautiful  views  on  its  banks  ; 
though  on  the  whole  its  principal 
rneiit  confided  in  refreiliing  the  c-ye 
with  a  fmooth  expanfe  of  water,  in 
the  midd  of  fuch  a  variety  of  rough 
mountain  fcenery.  As  we  fkirted 
its  limits,  it  feemed  larger  thau  that 
of  Rydal  ;  and,  though  it  appeared 
like  a  fpot  at  a  didance,  became 
now  the  principal  feature  of  this 
vad  vale. 

From  hence  the  road  led  us  into 
another  amphitheatre,  wild,  and 
immenfe  like  the  former ;  but 
varied  greatly  in  the  fhapes  of  the 
mountains,  which  ware  here  more 
broken  and  irregular  ;  fhooting  in 
many  places  into  craggy  fummits 
and  broken  points. 

And  yet  even  thefe  wild  fcenes, 
coveied  as  they  are  with  crags, 
and  fcarce  furnilliing  the  lead  tint 
of  vegetation;  are  fubje£t  to  rights, 
for  which  none  but  the  hard  inhabi¬ 
tant  would  think  it  worth  his  while 
to  contend.  You  fee  every  where 
their  bare  and  barren  fides  marked 
with  partition  walls — dones  without 
mortar,  laid  upon  each  other,  croff- 
ing  at  right  angles,  and  running 
down  deeps,  and  *long  precipices, 
where  the  eye  can  fcarce  conceive 
that  they  have  any  foundation.  All 
thefe  partitions  of  deflation ,  as  they 
may  be  called,  have  their  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  each  maintaining  a  few 
dunted  fheep,  which  picking  the 
meagre  tufts  of  grafs  which  grow 
under  the  dickered  fides  of  craps 
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and  dones,  earn,  like  their  owner,  a 
hard  fubfidence. 

At  theconclufion  of  this  immenfe 
amphitheatre,  into  which  we  lad 
entered,  we  found  an  exit  equal  to 
the  fcene, — another  grand  moun¬ 
tain-gap,  or  portal,  through  which 
the  road  catried  us  up  another  deep 
mountain.  At  the  top  we  paufed, 
and,  looking  back  on  the  fcenes  we 
had  left,  were  prefented  with  a. 
view,  which  wholly  filled  the  imagi¬ 
nation.  It  was  a  retro fped 7  of  the 
amphitheatre  we  had  palled  ;  but  in 
a  diledill  grandeur,  than  the  profpeft 
of  it.  It  was  more  drongly  marked 
with  the  great  lines  of  compofition  ; 
and  was,  of courfe,  more  a  whole. 

A  wide  vale,  thrown  by  perfpec- 
tive  into  a  circular  form,  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  eye.  Here  alfo  the  didant 
part  feemed  occupied  by  the  lake 
of  Grafmer  ;  but  a  greyiOi  mid  left 
the  idea  ambiguous :  beyond  the 
lake  arofe  various  mountains,  which 
bounded  it;  and  dill  beyond  thefe 
appeared  the  blue  heads  of  other 
mountains.  Thole  which  formed 
the  fide  fereens  of  the  vale,  advance 
ing  forward  from  the  didant  moun¬ 
tain  beyond  the  lake,  approached  ti  e 
eye  in  a  grand  fweep,  by  the  ealy 
gradations  of perfpe&ive.  The  pro^ 
niontories  and  receiTes  of  the  more 
removed  parts  weie  marked  with  a 
faint  fliadow,  till,  by  degrees,  both 
the  fide  fereens,  growing  boldly  on 
tiie  eye,  were  lod  behind  the  two 
cheeks  of  the  craggy  portal,  which, 
with  the  road  between  them,  former} 
a  fore-ground  equal  to  the  fcene. 
The  whole  view  is  intirdy  of  the 
honid  kind.  Not  a  tree  appeared  to 
add  the  lead  cheat  fulnels  to  it. 

With  regard  to  the  adorning  of 
inch  a  fcene  with  figures,  nothing 
could  fuit  it  better  than  a  groupe  of 
banditti ;  of  all  the  fcenes  I  ever 
^  3  fa  w, 
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faw,  this  was  moft  adapted  to  the 
petpetration  of  fome  dreadful  deed. 
The  imagination  can  hardly  avoid 
conceiving  a  band  of  robbers,  lurk¬ 
ing  under  the  ftielter  of  fome  pro¬ 
jecting  rock ;  and  expecting  the 
traveller  as  he  approaches  along  the 
valley  below.’* 

Objervations  relative  to  riBu- 
rejque,  made  ia  the  year  1772, 
p.  1 59.  voh  i.  . 

“From  Loch  Leven  we  continued 
our  routenorth  ward,  through  acoun- 
try  of  little  curiofily.  About  eight 
miles  before  we  reach  Perth,  we 
have  a  noble  view,  from  the  higher 
grounds,  of  an  extenfive  vale,  the 
fertile  country  of  Strathern ;  through 
which  the  river  Erne  appears,  wind¬ 
ing  with  many  a  meander,  till  it 
enters  the  Tay.  This  vale  extends 
at  lead  thirty  miles ;  and  the  eye 
commands  it  from  end  to  end. 
Of  the  beautiful  fituations  it  affords, 
great  advantage  hath  been  taken  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood. 
You  fee  it  in  many  parts  marked 
with  diftant  plantations  ;  and  can 
often  diftinguiih  the  buildings,  of 
which  thefe  plantations  are  the  ap¬ 
pendages.  Far  to  the  weft  ftands 
Drummond-caftle,  once  the  re- 
fidence  of  the  earls  of  Perth — now 
an  ill-fated,  forfaken  manfion.— In 
an  oppofite  direction,  beyond  the 
Erne,  you  diftinguifh  a  rich  fcene  fcf 
plantation.  .  There  the  earl  ofKin- 
noul  has  extended  his  wood  on 
every  fide.  You  may  yet  diftin- 
guifK  Duplin  caftle  arifing  among 
them,  but  foon  the  woods  will  to¬ 
tally  obfcure  it.  In  its  neighbour¬ 
hood  was  fought  the  celebrated  bat¬ 
tle  of  Duplin,  in  which  the  family 
of  Hay,  like  the  Roman  Fabii,  were 
almoft  cut  off  to  a  man.  From  a 
p^ffage  in  Claud ian,  one  would  fup- 
pofe  the  Erne  to  have  been  often 


before  dyed  with  blood— Seotorum 
cutnulos  f.evit  glacialis  Ierne. 

Beyond  the  vale  of  Erne,  which 
is  a  much  richer  landfcape,  than  is 
commonly  found  in  Scotland,  the 
eye  is  ft  ill  carried  into  a  diftance 
more  remote.  It  eafily  diftinguifhes 
where  that  river,  at  the  end  of 
the  vale,  enters  the  Tay,  which  is 
now  a  grand  eftuary,  and  is  one  of 
the  principal  features  of  the  view. 
You  trace  it,  if  the  day  be  clear,  as 
far  as  Dundee  ;  where,  making  a 
hidden  turn  it,  retreats  behind  the 
higher  ground  :  this  whole  vaft  dif¬ 
tance,  both  of  Strathern,  and  of  the 
vale  of  Tay,  is  bounded  by  moun¬ 
tains,  as  the  Scotch  views  in  gene¬ 
ral  are,  which  add  both  ornament 
and  dignity  to  them. 

We  did  not  however  fee  this  land¬ 
fcape  with  full  advantage.  The 
day  was  clear,  and  a  noon-tide 
fun,  in  all  it's  dazzling  brightnefi, 
had  fpread  over  it  all  that  profu- 
fion  of  light  which  is  fo  unfavour¬ 
able  to  landfcape.  A  perpendicu¬ 
lar  ray  fcarce  allowed  the  exiftence 
of  fbade  ;  whereas,  to  give  the  land  - 
fcape  its  full  advantage,  the  ftiadow, 
not  the  light,  fliould  have  prevailed; 
the  mountains  particularly  fihould 
have  been  in  fliade.  In  almoft  all 
cafes  the  darkened  mountains  makes 
the  moft  refpe&ful  figure,  except 
perhaps,  when  under  a  morning  or 
evening  fun,  you  wifti  to  tip  its  pro¬ 
minent  knolls  with  light.  Under 
the  ftiadow  of  the  mountains  a  gentle 
light,  fpreading  into  the  vale,  would 
have  had  a  beautiful  effeCt  j  and  as 
it  decayed,  it  might  have  marked 
two  or  three  obje&s  with  fplendour, 
to  carry  on  the  idea  to  the  end  of  the 
fcene. 

We  did  not  enter  Strathern  5  but 
left  it  on  the  right,  and  made  to¬ 
wards  the  mountains  of  Moncrief. 

From  thefe  heights  we  had  a  re 
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trofpeCt  of  the  fame  fcenes,  only 
more  extended.  The  vale  of  Erne, 
which  lay  before  to  the  north,  was 
now  removed  to  the  fouth,  but  un¬ 
der  this  different  afpeCt  had  {till  a 
better  effect ;  at  leaft,  it  was  fo 
much  better  enlightened,  when  we 
now  law  it,  that  it  appeared  to 
much  greater  advantage.  In  an* 
other  direction,  the  eye  extended 
over  the  rich  plains  of  Gowry,  and 
the  frith  of  Tay,  even  to  its  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  ocean  ” 


A  general  Hi /lory  of  Mufic,  from  the 
earlieft  ages  to  the  prefent  period.  By 
Charles  Burney,  Muf  D.  F.  R.  C’. 
in  four  volumes,  4 to. 

TH  E  firft  volume  of  this  ela¬ 
borate  work  was  publifhed 
by  fubfcription,  in  the  year  1776; 
and  when  we  confider  the  extenr  of 
the  undertaking,  the  variety  of  the 
materials  to  be  confulted,  collected, 
and  arranged,  and  the  critical  ac¬ 
curacy  of  the  execution,  we  cannot 
be  furprized  at  the  length  of  time, 
which  has  been  found  necelfary  to 
bring  it  to  its  prefent  ftate  of  per¬ 
fection. 

The  general  plan  of  the  work 
may  be  collected  from  the  following 
paflages,  taken  from  the  preface 
to  the  firft  volume With  re- 
fpeCt  ro  the  prefent  work,  there 
may,  perhrps;  be  many  readers, 
who  wifh,  and  expeCt  to  find  in  it 
a  deep  and  well-digefted  treatife  on 
the  theory  and  practice  of  mufic  : 
while  others,  lefs  eager  after  fuch 
information,  will  be  feeking  for 
mere  amufement  in  the  narrative. 
I  wifh  it  had  been  in  my  plan  and 
power  fully  to  fatisfy  either  party  ; 
but  a  hiftory  is  neither  a  body  of 
laws  nor  a  novel.  I  have  blended 
together  theory  and  practice,  faCts 


and  explanations,  incidents,  caufes, 
confequences,  conjectures,  and  con- 
feffions  of  ignoranee,  juft  as  the  fub- 
jeCts  produced  them.  Many  new 
materials,  concerning  the  art  of  mu¬ 
fic  in  the  remote  times  of  which 
this  volume  treats,  can  hardly  be 
expeCted.  The  collecting  into  one 
point  the  mod  intereftiug  circum- 
ltances  relative  to  its  practice  and 
profFcfibrs ;  its  connexion  with  reli¬ 
gion,  with  war,  with  the  ftage,  with 
public  feftivals  and  private  arnufe- 
ments,  have  principally  employed 
me  :  and  as  the  hiftorian  of  a  great 
and  powerful  empire  marks  its  li¬ 
mits  and  refources,  its  acquifitions 
and  Ioffes,  its  enemies  and  allies, 

I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  the 
boundaries  of  mufic,  and  its  in¬ 
fluence  on  our  paffions  ;  its  early 
fubferviency  to  poetry  ;  its  letting 
up  a  feparate  intereft,  and  after¬ 
wards  aiming  at  independance  ;  the 
heroes  who  have  fought  its  battles, 
and  the  victories  they  have  obtain¬ 
ed.” 

“  It  was  my  intention,  when  I  firft 
entered  upon  this  work,  to  trace  the 
genealogy  of  mufic  in  a  right  line, 
without  either  meddling  with  the 
collateral  branches  of  the  family,  or 
violating  the  reverence  of  antiquity. 

I  wiftied  and  determined  to  propor¬ 
tion  my  labour  to  my  powers  ;  and 
I  was  unawares  feduced  into  a 
courfe  of  reading  and  conjecture, 
upon  matters  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  ken,  by  the  chief  fubjeCt  of 
my  enquiries  being  fo  extenfively 
diffufcd  through  all  the  regions  of 
literature,  and  all  the  ages  of  the 
woild.  I  found  ancient  mufic  fo 
intimately  connected  with  poetry, 
mythology,  government,  manners, 
and  fciences  in  general,  that  wholly 
to  feparate  it  from  them,  Teemed  to 
me  like  taking  a  Angle  figure  out 
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of  a  groupe  in  an  hiftorical  pidture, 
or  a  lingle  charadler  out  of  a  drama, 
of  which  the  propriety  depends 
upon  the  dialogue  and  the  incidents. 
If  therefore  a  number  of  figures  ap¬ 
pear  in  a  back-ground,  I  hope 
they  will  give  relief ,  and  fomewhat 
keep  off  the  drynefs  and  fatigue, 
which  a  fimple  fubjedt  in  a  long 
work,  or  a  fingle  figure  if  often  re¬ 
peated,  though  in  different  points 
of  view,  is  apt  to  produce.” 

Prefixed  to  the  hiftory  of  Egyp¬ 
tian,  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Roman 
mufic,  which  occupies  the  whole 
of  the  firft  volume,  we  have  a 
very  learned  and  ingenious  differ- 
tation  “  $n  the  muftc  of  the  an¬ 
cients'"  in  general.  The  ftudy 
of  ancient  mufic  he  juftly  confiders 
as  the  bufinefs  of  an  antiquary 
more  than  of  a  mufician  ;  and  he 
thinks  it  perhaps  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance  for  modern  mufic,  that 
the  ancient  is  loft.  We  cannot 
however  entirely  concur  with  him 
in  this  opinion.  His  argnment, 
that  it  might  not  have  fuited  the 
genius  of  our  language,  and  might 
yet  have  tied  us  down  to  prece¬ 
dent,  as  well  as  the  illuftration 
drawn  from  modern  latinity,  is 
evidently  inconclufive.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  its  merits,  there  is  doubt- 
lefs,  from  the  obfcurity  in  which 
the  fubjedt  is  involved,  much 
room  for  hefitation  and  diftruft. 
The  difficulty  of  reconciling  the 
accounts  handed  down  to  us  by 
ancient  authors,  of  the  powers  of 
their  mufie,  and  of  the  extraordina¬ 
ry  effects  produced  by  it,  with  the 
fimplicuy  and  weaknefs  of  their  in- 
ftruments,  as  reprefented  in  ancient 
iculplure,  appears  to  be  snfuper- 
able.  And,  upon  the  whole,  the 
reader  will  perhaps  be  difpofed  to 
fall  in  with  Dr.  Burney  in  the  c pi- 
mod  he  endeavours  to  eftabliiliin  the 


loth  fedtion,  which  treats  exprefs^ 
ly  of  the  effedts  of  the  ancient 
mufic,  and  in  which  he  has  cri¬ 
tically  examined  fotne  of  the  moft 
celebrated  inftances  that  are  re¬ 
corded,  viz.  that  after  tejedting 
what  is  evidently  fabulous  and  ex¬ 
travagant,  much  of  what  remains 
is  to  be  attributed  to  various  con¬ 
comitant  caufes,  which  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  ffory  itfelf  will,  in 
aim  off.  every  cafe,  evidently  point 
out. 

The  differtation  is  divided  into 
ten  tedtions.  The  firft  treats  of  the 
notation  or  tablature  of  ancient 
mufic,  including  its  feales,  inter¬ 
vals,  fyftems,  and  diagram.  The 
fecond,  of  the  three  genera,  diaro- 
nic,  chromatic,  and  enharmonic. 
The  third,  of  the  modes.  The  fourth 
of  mutations.  The  fifth,  of  nielo- 
poeia.  The  fixth,  of  rhythm.  The 
ieventh,  of  the  pradtice  of  melo- 
poeia,  with  examples.  The  eighth, 
whether  the  ancients  had  counter¬ 
point,  or  mufic  in  parts.  The  ninth, 
of  dramatic  mufic.  The  tenth,  of 
the  effedts  attributed  to  the  mufic 
of  the  ancients. 

In  the  feventh  fedtion  the  reader 
is  prefented  with  a  copy  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  manuscript  ot  the  three 
hymns,  piiblifhed  at  the  end  of  the 
Oxford  edition  of  Aratus,  in  1672, 
with  the  Greek  mufical  charadters 
or  notes  to  which  they  were  fung  ; 
the  fame  mufic,  in  equivalent  mo¬ 
dern  notes,  and  an  Englifh  tranfla- 
tion  of  each  hymn;  which  the  reader 
will  find,  together  with  other  (elec¬ 
tions  from  this  work,  at  the,  end  of 
our  poetical  article. 

In  the  chapter  concerning  Egyp¬ 
tian  mufic,  we  have  the  following 

,  ® 

account,  accompanied  with  an  en¬ 
graving,  of  a  mufical  inftrument  of 
two  firings,  with  a  neck  to  it,  taken 
from  one  of  the  obelifks  brought 

from 
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from  Egypt  by  Auguftus  Caefar, 
and  fuppoled  to  have  been  ere&ed 
at  Heliopolis  by  Sefoftris. 

*■  "I  his  inUrnment,”  he  obferves, 
“  deferves  a  particular  defcription, 
not  only  from  its  great  antiquity,  but 
from  its  form ;  for,  by  having 
been  furnifhed  with  a  neck,  though 
it  had  but  two  ftrings,  it  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  producing  from  them  a 
great  number  ot  notes;  for  in- 
ftance,  if  thefe  two  ftrings  were 
tuned  fourths  to  each  other,  they 
would  fuinifh  that  feries  of  founds 
which  theancientscall  a  heptachord, 
confining  ot  two  conjunct  tetrachords 
as  B,  c,  d,  e,  E,  f,  g,a  ;  and  if  the 
firings  of  this  inftrument.  like 
thole  of  the  calafcione,  were  tuned 
fifths,  they  would  produce  an  odtave, 
or  two  disjunct ethrachords ;  an  ad¬ 
vantage  which  none  of  the  Grecian 
inllruiuents  feem  to  have  pofTcfFed 
for  many  ages  after  this  column 
was  erc&ed.  Indeed  1  have  nevet 
yet  been  able  to  difcover,  in  any  re¬ 
mains  of  Greek  fcu’pture,  an  inftru- 
ment  furnilhed  with  a  neck  j  and 
father  Montfaucon  fays,  that  in  ex¬ 
amining  the  reprefention  of  near 
five  hundred  lyres,  harps,  and  ci- 
tharas,  he  never  met  with  one  in. 
which  there  'was  any  contrivance  for 
fhortening  firings  during  the  time 
of  performance,  as  by  a  neck  and 
finger-board. 

“  This  inftrument,  therefore  is  not 
only  a  proof  that  mufic  was  culti¬ 
vated  by  the  Egyptians  in  the  mod 
remote  antiquity;  but  that  they 
had  difeovered  the  means  of  extend¬ 
ing  their  lcale,  and  muhyplying 
the  founds  ot  a  few  ftrings  by  the 
nioft  fimple  and  commodious  ex¬ 
pedients.” 

We  have  next  a  defcription  of 
the  celebrated  Theban  harp  of 
Mr.  Bruce,  in  a  letter  from  that 
gentleman  ro  the  author,  in  which 
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he  has  added  an  account  of  fcveral 
other  inftruments  difeovered  by 
him  in  lus  journey  to  the  foun¬ 
tains  of  the  Nile. 

The  hiftory  of  Hebrew  mufic 
contains  an  account  of  the  feve* 
ial  mufical  inftruments  mentioned 
in  the  Bible,  and  particularly  in 
the  book. of  Pfiahns  ;  together  with 
an  explanation  of  the  titles  pre¬ 
fixed  to  feveral  of  the  P fa  1ms,  and 
other  mufical  terms  that  occur  in 
them.  To  thefe  are  added  feve- 
ra(  chantsto  the  Pfalms,  as  prac- 
tifed  by  the  modern  German  and 
Spanift)  Jews. 

The  hiftory  of  Greek  mufic  is 
divided  into  fix  chapt  ers.  The 
firft  treats  of  mufic  in  Greece  dur¬ 
ing  the  refidence  of  pagan  di¬ 
vinities  of  the  firft  order  upon 
earth.  1  he  lecond,  during  that  of 
the  terreflrial  or  demi-gods.  The 
third,  is'  concerning  the  mufic  of 
heroes  and  heroic  times.  The 
fourth,  of  toe  mufic  of  Greece 
from  the  time  of  Homer,  includ¬ 
ing  the  mufical  contefts  at  the  fe¬ 
veral  public  games.  The  fifth,  of 
ancient  mufical  fe£ls,  and  theories 
of  found.  The  fixth,'  ot  t he  fcolia, 
or  fongs,  of  the  ancient  Greeks. 

As  the  Romans  borrowed  their 
mufic  almo.ft  entirely  from  Greece, 
and  that  too  at  a  late  period,  the 
account  of  it  is  comprifed  within  a 
very  (mail  compafs.  At  the  end  of 
this  volume  are  added  a  few  reflex¬ 
ions  upon  the  conftruftion  and  ufe 
of  fome  particular  mufical  inftru- 
ments  of  antiquity  ;  together  with 
three  plates,  in  which  their  forms 
are  delineated. 

The  fecond  volume  commences 
with  an  account  of  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  mufic  into  the  church,  and 
of  its  progrefs  there  previous  to 
the  time  (ft  Guido.  Out  author 
proves,  from  various  authorities,  the 
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ufe"  of  mufic  by  the  primitive 
Chriftians,  even  before  churches 
were  built,  or  their  religion  efta- 
bliihed  by  law. 

“  With  relpeft  to  the  mufic  that 
wits  firft  ufed  by  the  Chriftians,  or 
eftabliftied  in  the  church  by  the  firft 
emperors  that  were  firft  converted, 
as  no  fpecimens  remain,  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  determine  of  what  kind 
it  was.  That  fome  part  of  the  fa- 
cred  mufic  of  the  Apoftles,  and 
their  immediate  fucceftbrs,  in  Pa- 
feftine  and  the  adjacent  countries, 
may  have  been  fuch  as  was  ufed 
by  the  Hebrews,  particularly  in 
chanting  the  pfalms,  is  probable  ; 
but  it  is  no  lefs  probable  that  the 
iuufic  of  the  hymns  which  were  firft 
received  in  the  church,  wherever 
pagani fm  had  prevailed,  refembled 
that  which  had  been  many  ages  lifed 
m  the  temple  worfhip  of  the  Greeks 
apd  Romans.  Of  this,  the  verfifi- 
cation  of  thofe  hymns  affords  an  in- 
difputable  proof,  as  it  by  no  means 
refembles  that  of  the  Pfalms,  or  of 
any  other  Hebrew  poetry.  And 
examples  may  be  found  in  the  bre¬ 
viaries,  mi'ftals,  and  antiphonaries, 
ancient  and  modern,  of  every  fpe- 
cies  of  verfification  which  has  been 
pra&ifed  by  the  Greek  and  Latin 
poets,  particularly  the  lyric ;  fuch 
as  the  Alcmanian,  Alcaic,  Sapphic, 
&c. 

“  Father  Meneftrier  conjedures, 
with,  great  appearance  ot  truth,  that 
the  manner  of  reading  and  Tinging 
in  the  church,  was  taken  from  the 
public  theatres,  which  weie  (till 
open  when  chanting  was  eftablifhed ; 
and  the  pafiion  of  our  Saviour  being 
a  kind  of  tragedy,  it  is  very  proba¬ 
ble,  that  in  finging  it  to  the  people, 
the  prieft  imitated  the  melody  of 
tragedy  :  whence  the  cuftom  was 
introduced  of  performing  the  inafs 
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by  different  perfons  and  in  different 
tones.  It  is  certain,  at  leaft,  that 
the  moderns  have  taken  their  idea* 
of  tragedy  from  religious  rnyfte- 
ries  ” 

Our  author  then  proceeds  to  give 
an  account  of  the  fpecific  difference 
between  the  Ambrofian  and  Gre¬ 
gorian  chant ;  after  which  is  given 
an  ample  account  and  explanation 
of  the  finging  clefs  and  mufical 
chara&ers  of  the  middle  ages.  This 
is  followed  by  a  fhort  account  of 
modern  Greek  mufic,  and  its  no¬ 
tation,  and  of  the  eftablifhment 
of  church  mufic  in  England  and 
France.  The  organ,  the  ufe  of 
which  is  traced  up  as  high  as  the 
Emperor  Julian  the  Apoftate,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  commonly  ufed 
in  churches  and  convents  fome  time 
before  the  end  of  the  tenth  century. 

The  fecond  chapter  contains  an 
account  of  the  invention  of  coun¬ 
terpoint,  and  of  the  ftate  of  mufic 
from  the  time  of  Guido  to  the 
formation  of  the  time-table.  In 
this  part  of  his  work,  the  author 
has  endeavoured  to  afeertain  with 
greater  precifion  than  had  been 
done  before,  the  inventions  of  that 
celebrated  monk,  and  the  true  li¬ 
mits  of  the  improvements  for  which 
modern  mufic  is  indebted  to  him. 
Thefe  he  confiders  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  heads  ' — gamniut;  lines  and 
clefs  •  the  harmonic  hand  ;  hexa- 
chords  and  folemnifation ;  points, 
counterpoint,  difeant,  and  organi¬ 
zing  5  and  the  polyplefkum  or 
fpinet. 

The  firft  appears  to  have  been 
undoubtedly  the  invention  of  Gui¬ 
do  ;  and  though  parallel  lines 
were  of  higher  antiquity,  yet  he 
firft  eftablifhed  the  regular  ftaff  of 
four  lines,,  and  fuggefted  the  ufe  of 
lines  and  fpaces  together ,  and  con- 

fequentljr 
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fequently  of  clefs.  The  harmonic 
hand,  and  hexachords  or  folemnifa- 
tion,  are  evidently  parts  of  the  fame 
fyftem  ;  and  though  Dr.  Burney 
is  of  opinion  that  this  fyftem 
is  not  wholly  developed  in  the 
writings  of  Guido,  yet  as  the  in¬ 
vention  is  afcribed  to  him  by  co- 
temporary  writers,  he  confiders  him 
as  fully  entitled  to  all  the  praife  it 
deferves.  Our  author  ha^  here'  ad¬ 
ded  an  account  of  the  feverai  at¬ 
tempts  that  have  fince  been  made 
to  augment  the  number  of  lyllables 
in  folemnization,  in  order  to  furnifh 
a  diftindl  name  for  every  accidental 
flat  and  fharp. 

With  refpe<5t  to  counterpoint,  he 
obferves,  that  it  does  not  appear, 
from  the  few  fpecimens  given  in  the 
Micrologus  of  Guido,  that  prac¬ 
tical  haimony,  fuch  as  is  now  un- 
deiftood  by  harmony  in  different 
parts,  had  made  any  confiderable 
advances  towards  perfedlion  when 
that  tradt  was  written  ;  and  that 
fuch  attempts  at  fimuhaneous  har¬ 
mony  as  he  has  exhibited,  are 
to  be  found  in  treatifes  that  have 
been  preferved  of  much  earlier  writ¬ 
ers. — Of  thele,  of  the  introduction 
of  the  organ,  and  the  progrefs  of 
delcant  or  organizing  plain  chant, 
an  ample  detail  is  givers. 

The  third  chapter  treats  “  of  the 
formation  of  the  time-table,  and  of 
the  (late  of  mulic  from  that  dif- 
covery  till  the  middle  of  the  four¬ 
teenth  century.”  Notwithftanding 
the  benefit  conferred  on  mufic  by 
the  invention  of  a  time-table,  which 
extended  the  limits  of  ingenuity 
and  contrivance  to  the  utmolL  verge 
of  imagination,  nothing  is  known 
with  certainty  concerning  its  author. 
John  de  Muris,  to  whom  the  ho¬ 
nour  is  ufually  afcribed,  mentions 
u  Franco  as  the  inventor  of  the  fi¬ 
gures  of  the  cantus  menfurabiJis 


and  Franco  himfelf,  in  his  treatife 
on  meafured  mufic,  acknowledges 
“  that  he  has  not  fcrupled  to  inlei  t 
™’hat  others  before  him  had  faid  well 
on  the  lubjedl.”  He  was  however 
the  firft  approved  writer  on*  mea¬ 
fured  mufic ;  and  our  author  has 
given  us  an  analyfis  of  his  celebrat¬ 
ed  treatife. 

The  following  chapter  treats “  of 
the  origin  of  modern  languages, 
to  which  written  melody  ai  d  har¬ 
mony  were  fit  ft  applied  ;  and  of  the 
general  ftate  of  mufic  till  the  in¬ 
vention  of  printing,  about  the  year 
1450” 

Our  author  oblerves  that,  during 
near  two  centuries  after  Guido’s 
arrangement  of  the  fca!e,  and  the 
invention  of  thf  time-table,  no 
remnants  or  records  of  fccuiar  mu¬ 
fic  can  be  found,  except  thofe  of 
the  Troubadours  or  Prov-*t  £al 
poets.  And  though,  in  the  fimple 
tunes  which  have  been  preferved  of 
thefe  barcis,  no  time  is  marked, 
and  but  little  variety  of  notation 
appears,  yet  it  is  not  difficult 
to  difeover  in  them  germs  of 
the  future  melodies  of  France  and 
Italy.  Ol  thefe  the  moft  ancient  that 
our  author  has  been  able  to  difeover, 
ate  feme  ftanzas  written  by  Anfelm 
Faidit,  a  Troubadour,  upon  the 
death  of  our  Pochard  the  Firft,  which 
are  preferved  in  the  Vatican,  and, 
together  wjth  a  fac  fimile  of  the 
niufical  notes,  and  the  fame  me¬ 
lody,  with  a  bale  in  modern  notes, 
are  here  inferred.  As  fpecimerts  of 
the  antient  French  fongs  and  mu¬ 
fic,  he  has  given  two  oid  chants  lor 
the  fcafts  ol  St.  Stephen  and  Si, 
John ;  the  chahfon  de  Roland,  an 
old  military  long  ;  and  three  fongs 
ol  the  Chatelain  de  Coucy,  writttn 
and  let  about  the  year  1190.  We 
have  ajfo  two  longs;,  the  compo- 
fition  of  Firibaut  King  of  Navarret' 

who 
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who  was  bom  at  the  beginning  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  which,  our 
author  obferves,  will  remind  us  of 
many  French  airs  of  the  prefent 
century,  and  fihew  that  vocal  melody 
lias  remained  nearly  ftationary  in 
France  ever  fmce  the  former  pe¬ 
riod. 

With  refpeCi  to  the  mufic  of  the 
middle  ages  in  Italy,  he  fays,  that 
the  moll  ancient  melodies  he  was 
able  to  find,  which  had  originally 
been  fet  to  Italian  words,  were  in  a 
colle&ion  of  Laude  Spirituale,  pre- 
ferved  at  Florence.  A  fociety  for 
the  performance  of  thefe  religious 
poems  was  indituted  there  fo  early 
as  the  year  1318,  and  dill  fubfids. 
Of  thefe  facred  fongs  a  fpecimen 
is  given,  from  which  it  appears  that 
they  are  little  more  than  chants, 
and  without  bafe.  Sufficient  proofs, 
our  author  is  of  opinion,  are  to  be 
found  iu  Petrarch’s  works  of  the 
pra&ice  of  counterpoint  in  the  four¬ 
teenth  century;  and  this  he  further 
confirms  by  feveral  paffiages  in  the 
tales  of  Boccace. 

The  hidory  of  Engliili  mindrel- 
fy  comes  next  in  order ;  but  no  re¬ 
mains  of  our  ancient  domelhc  ie- 
cular  melody,  ptior  to  the  reign  oi 
Henry  the  Fifth,  have  reached  the 
prefent  age.  A  long,  compofed  on 
occafion  of  the  battle  of  Agmcourt, 
is  given  as  the  only  relick  of  that 
period,  “  The  number  of  trails  that 
were  written  on  the  fubjeCt  of  mufic 
before  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth, 
century  is,  however,  fo  cpnfiderable, 
as  not  only  to  make  us  believe  that 
it  was  in  great  favour,  but  incline 
Us  to  expeCt  more  perfection  than  is 
found  in  the  fpecimens  of  compo- 
fition  that  have  been  preferved.5’ — ■ 
Of  the  1110  ft.  valuable  of  thefe  tra&s, 
which  are  for  the  moft  part  in  edited  , 
Pr.  Burney  has  given  a  full  ac¬ 
count.  A  deferiptive  long  upon 
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the  approach  of  dimmer,  of  abom 
this  period,  beginning,  Summer  is  i- 
eumen  in,  is  recommended  to  the 
reader’s  attention,  as  being  the  firfb 
'example  of  counterpoint  in  fix  parts, 
as  well  as  of  canon,  fugue  or  catch, 
that  can  be  produced,  and  confe- 
quently  as  forming  an  sera  in  vocal 
harmony. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth 
the  minflrels  of  the  King  were  in¬ 
corporated  ;  and  as  our  author  con¬ 
ceives  this  to  be  the  origin  of  thofe 
mufical  eftablifhments  of  the  chapel 
royal  and  King’s  band,  he  has  giveu 
us  an  account  of  their  employments 
and  allowances. 

The  fifth  chapter  contains  an 
account  of  the  date  of  mufic  from 
the  invention  of  printing  till  the 
middle  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
including  its  cultivation  in  the  maf- 
fts,  motets,  and  fecu'ar  longs  of 
that  period.  Of  the  labour  which 
the  author  has  gone  through  in  this 
part  of  his  undertaking  the  reader 
may  form  fome  idea  from  the  iol- 
lowing  quotation.  “  Though  we  are 
arrived  at  that  period  when  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  prefs  will  confides 
ably  diminifli  the  labour  of  re- 
fearch,  yet  the  difficulty  of  finding 
materials  will  be  only  changed  to 
that  of  feleCtion  ;  and  the  perufal  of 
old  mufic  after  it  is  found,  is  at¬ 
tended  with  much  more  trouble 
than  literary  works  of  an  equal  an¬ 
tiquity  ;  for  being  publilhed  and 
preferved  in  finale  parts,  thefe  parts 
mud  previoully  be  put  into  fuch  a 
*  ftate,  that  the  eye  may  compare 
their  feveral  relations  at  one  glance  ; 
or,  to  ufe  the  language  of  muficians, 
they  mud  be  [cored,  before  their 
beauties  or  deltdts  can  be  dilcover- 
ed  ;  and  this,  from  the  difficulty  of 
obfolete  notation,  and  the  want  of 
bars ,  is  rendered  a  very  flowprocef* 
But  being  determined  to  fpeak  of 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


r0  mufic  with  which  I  am  urrac 
quainted,  cr  ot  which  1  am  unable 
to  furnifli  fpecimens,  I  have  tran- 
fcribed,  in  paritura  or  fare,  many 
volumes,  not  only  ol  the  fame  age, 
but  iometimes  of  the  fame  author, 
in  order  to  feleft  the  befb  produc¬ 
tions  1  am  able  for  my  work,  or  at 
leatt  to  qualify  myfelf  to  judge  of 
eacn  compofer’s  abilities  and  relour- 
ces.  Of  the  produdlions  of  each 
period  1  have  endeavoured  to  pio- 
cure  examples  from  the  works  of 
thofe  who  were  the  chief  favourites 
of  their  cotemporaries,  in  order  to 
put  it  into  the  power  of  critics  in 
compohtion  to  compare  mufica!  ex¬ 
cellence,  and  build  their  opinions  of 
fuperjority  upon  the  woiks  them- 
felves,  and  not  upon  fyftem,  conjec¬ 
ture  ,  or  prejudiced’ 

Or  the  early  contrapuntifts  on 
the  continent ,  ot  whole  compofitions 
fpecimens  are  given  in  this  chapter, 
there  are  eight,  and  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  of  Englifh,  beginning  with 
William  Newark,  and  ending  with 
Robert  Parfons ;  thefe  fpecimens 
are  accompanied  with  a  critical 
analyfis  and  judgment  upon  their 
refpedtive  merits. 

The  third  volume  begins  with  an 
account  of  the  progrefs  of  mufic  in 
England  during  the  reigns  of  Henry 
VIII.  Edward  VI.  and  Elizabeth. 
With  regard  to  church  mufic, 
though  it  appears  to  havo  under¬ 
gone  no  other  change  in  the  time 
©t  Henry,  than  being  applied  to 
the  Englifii  inftead  of  the  Latin 
language,  yet  it  was  in  frequent 
danger,  Irom  the  fanaticifm  of  fome 
furious  reformers,  of  total  abolition. 
Our  author  has  inferted  fome  cu¬ 
rious  fpecimens  of  the  violent  outcry 
made  by  the  puritans  of  this  and  the 
following  reigns,  again!!  this  part 
ol  the  church  fervice  ;  in  which  it 
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is  delcribed  as  roarings  howling, 

' tvhyfelyng ,  piping  with  organs ,  and 
t0Jfing  about  the  pjalms  from  om ?  ft  le  of 
tbt  choir  to  another ,  with  the Jqucdking 
of  chanting  choir  if  ers  difguifed  in 
white Jurpiices ,  &c. 

Our  author  traces  the  origin  of 
metrical  pfalmody,  as  diftir.a  from 
chanting  in  cathedrals,  to  the  fitfl 
German  reformers.  By  them  it 
was  brought  to  England  in  the  reign 
ot  Edwaid  VI.  and  foon  became  ge¬ 
neral,  through  means  of  the  verfion 
of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins.  Dr. 
Burney  is,  as  might  be  expedted,  no 
admirer  ot  this  dull,  unifonous  pfal- 
mody,  and  pleads  Itrongly  for  the 
ad  million  of  a  better  tpecies  of  mu¬ 
fic  into  the  fervice  of  the  church. 
His  argument  is  fhort  and  fimple  — » 

‘  Such  finging,”  fays  he,  “  as  is 
cuflomary  in  our  parochial  fervice, 
gives  neither  ornament  nor  dignity 
to  the  ptalms  or  portions  of  icrip- 
ture  that  are  drawled  out  aad  bawl- 
ed  with  an  unmufical  and  unmeaning 
vehemence.  It  caonnt  be  for  the 
fake  of  the  fentiments  or  inftrudtions 
wbick  the  words  contain,  thefe  are 
better  underftood  when  read  by  the 
clergyman  and  clerk  ;  and  why,  af¬ 
ter  being  read,  they  rtiould  be  "lung, 
unlefs  mufie  is  fuppofed  to  add  to 
their  energy  or  embellifiimenr,  is 
not  ealy  to  difeover.”  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  give  an  account  of  that  fu- 
pei  ior  fpecies  of  church  mufic,  which 
during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  was 
cultivated  with  lb  much  fuccefs  by 
Tallis ,  Bird,  and  Morley ;  and  con¬ 
cludes  with  a  brief  account  of  the 
feeular  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic 
of  the  fame  period. 

The  five  following  chapters  treat 
of  the  Itate  of  mufic,  during  the  fix- 
reenth  century,  in  Italy,  Germany, 
France,  Spain,  and  the  Netherlands. 
Our  limits,  will  not  permit  us  to  ac- 
,  company 
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company  this  indefatigable  hiftorian 
through  the  whole  of  his  laborious 
courfe:  we  ihall  therefore  content 
ourfelves  with  remarking,  that  the 
ufe  of  double  difcords  by  Montaverde ; 
of  what  are  now  called  chromatic 
paflages  by  Orlando  di  Laffo  ;  and 
the  bold  and  unexpected  modulations 
of  Cipriano  di  Rore,  will  attract  the 
atttention  of  the  mufical  reader,  as 
forming  memorable  epochs  in  the 
hiftory  ol  the  art. 

In  the  feventh  chapter,  our  au¬ 
thor  refumes  the  hiftory  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  mulfic  in  England,  and 
carries  it  on  to  the  end  ol  the  feven- 
teenth  century.  We  have  here  a  curi¬ 
ous  and  amuftng account  o imafquesy 
which,  by  the  introduction  ol  recita¬ 
tive,  were  afterward  converted  in¬ 
to  the  Englifh  opera.  Indeed  the 
mafque  written  by  Ben  Jonfon,  and 
performed  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  French  ambaflador,  in  1617, 
was  in  all  its  parts,  a  complete 
and  genuine  opera.  Under  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  vocal  chamber  mujtcy  le- 
veral  Specimens  are  given  of  the 
madrigals,  cannons  and  catches  ol 
that  period,  from  a  work  called 
Pammeliar  or  Mufick’s  Mifcella- 
nie,”  publifhed  in  1609,  and  which 
Dr,  Burney  calls  the  “primitive 
catch- book/’  Injirumenlal  mufic 
follows ;  in  the  account  of  which 
there  is  a  critical  examination  of 
the  merits  of  the  compofitions  of  that 
age  called  fantaftas.  After  purfu- 
ing  his  courfe  thtough  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  and  the  interregnum ,  our 
author  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  remarkablechange  which  took 
place  in  the  ftyle  of  church  mufic, 
immediately  after  the  rejloration . 
It  is  taken  from  a  curious  MS. 
written  by  the  Honourable  Roger 
North,  entitled,  “  Memoirs  of  Mu¬ 
rick.”— * The  ftandard  of  church 
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mufic  begun  by  Mr.  T allis,  Mr.  Bir^» 
and  others,  was  continued  for  fome 
years  after  the  reftoration,  and  all 
compofers  conformed  themfelves  to 
the  pattern  which  was  fet  them, 

“  His  majefty  (Charles  II.)  who 
was  a  brifk  and  airy  prince,  coming 
to  the  crown  in  the  flower  and  vigour 
of  his  age,  was  foon,  if  I  may  fo  fay, 
tired  with  the  grave  and  folemn  way 
which  had  been  eftabliftied  by  Tal¬ 
lis,  Bird,  and  others,  and  ordered 
the  coinpofers  of  his  chaple  to  add 
fymphonies.  See .  with  inftruments, 
to  their  anthems  ;  and  thereupon  ef- 
tabliflied  a  feleft  number  of  his  pri¬ 
vate  mufic  to  play  the  fymphony  and 
ritornellos  which  he  had  appointed. 
The  old  mafters  of  mufic,  Dr. 
Child,  Dr.  Gibbons,  Mr.  Low,  ke. 
organifts  to  his  majefty,  hardly  knew 
how  to  comport  themfelves  with 
thofe  new-fangled  ways,  but  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  their  compofitions  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  old  ftyle,  and  therefore 
there  are  only  fome  fervices  and  full 
anthems  of  theirs  to  be  found. 

“  In  about  four  or  five  years  time, 
fome  of  the  forwardeft  and  brighteft 
children  of  the  chaple,  as  Nelham 
Humphrey,  John  Blow,  &c.  began 
to  be  mafters  of  the  faculty  in  com- 
pofing  ;  this  his  majefty  greatly  en¬ 
couraged,  by  indulging  their  youth¬ 
ful  fancies,  fo  that  every  month,  at 
leaft,  they  produced  fomething  new 
of  this  kind.  In  a  few  years  more, 
feveral  others  educated  in  the  cha¬ 
ple  produced  their  compofitions  in 
this  ftyle  ;  for  otherwife  it  would 
have  been  all  in  vain  to  pleafe  his 
majefty.” 

Dr.  Burney  now  mentions  the 
particular  pleafure  he  feels,  in  being 
arrived  at  that  period  of  his  labours, 
which  allows  him  to  fpeak  of  Henry 
Purcell.—' “The  unlimited  powers  of 
this  mufician’s  genius,  embraced 

every 
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every  fpeciesof  compolition  that  was 
then  t:nown  with  equal  facility. 
In  writing  for  the  church,  w  hether 
he  adhered  to  the  elaborate  and 
learned  Ityie  of  his  great  predecef- 
fors,  Tallis,  Bird,  and  Gibbons,  in 
which  no  inftrument  is  employed 
but  the  organ,  and  the  feveral  parts 
are  conllantly  moving  in  fugue,  imi¬ 
tation,  or  plain  counterpoint ;  or, 
giving  way  to  feeling  and  imagina¬ 
tion,  adopted  the  new  and  expref- 
(ive  ftyle  of  which  he  was  himfelf 
one  of  the  principal  inventors,  ac¬ 
companying  the  voice  parts  with  in- 
ftruments,  to  enrich  the  harmony, 
and  enforce  the  melody  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  words — he  inaniiefled 
equal  abilities  and  refources.  In 
compofitions  for  the  theatre,  though 
the  colouring  and  effects  of  an  or- 
cheftra  were  then  but  little  kaown, 
yet  as  he  employed  them  more  than 
his  predeceffors,  and  gave  tQ  the 
voice  a  melody  more  interefting  and 
iinpafhoned  than,  during  the  Iaft 
century,  had  been  heard  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  or  perhaps  in  Italy  itlelf,  he 
foon  became  the  delight  and  darling 
of  the  nation.  And  in  feveral  fpe- 
cies  of  chamber  mullc  which  he  at¬ 
tempted,  whether  fonatas  for  inftru* 
ments,  01  odes,  cantatas,  longs,  bal¬ 
lads,  and  catches  foi  the  voice,  he 
fo  farfurpaffed  whatever ourcountiy 
had  produced,  or  imported  before, 
that  all  other  mulical  produ&ions 
feem  to  have  been  indantly  con- 
figned  to  contempt  or  oblivion," 
To  this  p  anegyric  h  has  added 
a  minute  critical  examination  of  two 
of  the  mold  excellent  produdtions  of 
this  favourite  compofer,  the‘/V Deum, 
and  'Jubilate.  7  he  chapter  con¬ 
cludes  with  an  accouut  of  the  pro' 
grels  ot  the  violin  in  England,  to 
the  end  of  the  latl  century. 

The  four  tublequent  chapters  are 
tgain  occupied  in  tracing  the  pro- 
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grefs  of  mulic  upon  the  continent 
during  the  fevemeenth  century  ;  of 
thefe  the  ninth,  which  treats  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  violin  in  Italy,  and 
contains  a  critical  account  of  the 
compofitions  of  Corelli  and  7’artini, 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  acceptable 
to  the  mulical  reader. 

The  laft  chapter  continues  the 
hiftory  of  church  mulic  from  the 
death  of  Purcell  to  our  own  times  ; 
and  is  enriched  with  criticifms  upon 
the  works  of  Craft,  IVeldon ,  Green , 
Boyce,  Stanley  and  Nares. 

The  fourth  volume  opens  with  an 
introductory  “  Eflay  on  the  Eupho- 
nia,  or  Sweetnefs  ol  Languages,  and 
their  fitnefs  for  Mulic.”— 1'he  ob¬ 
ject  which  the  author  profelfes  to 
have  in  view  in  this  dilfertation,  is 

to  recommend  care  to  our  lyric 
poets  in  the  fdedtion  and  arrange¬ 
ment  of  fyi  Sables,  as  w  ell  as  unity 
of  fubjeCt ;  and  attentive  obfervance 
to  the  compolers  who  fet  them  to 
mufic,  not  to  dwell  on  harfh,  mute, 
nafal,  or  guttural  words,  which 
either  preclude  or  vitiate  all  muli¬ 
cal  found. 

7'he  four  firft  chapters  of  this  vo¬ 
lume  treat,  in  order,  of  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  recitative ,  and  the  etlablilh- 
ment  of  the  mulical  drama  or  opera 
in  Italy;  of  the  lacred  mufical  dra¬ 
ma  or  oratorio  ;  of  the  opera  buff a  or 
comic  opera  and  intermezzi ;  and 
ol  cantatas  or  narrative  chambermu- 
fic.  Each  of  thefe  articles  is  in- 
terfperfed  with  judicious  criticifms 
upon  the  compolers  (together  with 
fpecimens  of  theii  works)  and  curi¬ 
ous  anecdotes  relating  to  performers, 
whodillinguiiTied  themfeives  in  thefe 
feveral  branches  or  the  mulical  ait. 
We  have  alio,  in  the  firft  chapter,  a 
fhort  account  of  the  origin  of  the  in¬ 
human  practice  of  mutilating  chil¬ 
dren  in  order  to  keep  the  voice  in 
its  adolefcent  ftate. 
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In  the  fifth  chapter  we  have  an 
account  of  “  attempts  at  dramatic 
inufic  in  England,  previous  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  Italian  opera 
and  in  the  fixth,  a  full  and  ample 
detail  of  “  the  origin  of  the  Italian 
opera  in  England,  and  of  its  progrefs 
there,  during  the  prefent  century.” 
The  firft  opera,  wholly  Italian,  in 
poetry,  mufic  and  performance,  that 
was  exhibited  on  the  ftage  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  Almaheide^  in  theyear  1710, 
and  is  well  known  from  the  fine  hu¬ 
mour  and  raillery  in  one  of  the  pa¬ 
pers  of  the  Guardian ,  to  which  it 
gave  occafion. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
fame  year,  Mr.  Handel  arrived  in 
England,  and  foon  after  produced 
the  opera  of  Rinaldo ,  the  firft  of  thir- 
ty“nine,  which,  during  a  courfe  of 
twenty-nine  years,  he  compofed  for 
the  ftage.  Of  all  thefe,  in  their  or¬ 
der  of  time,  Dr.  Burney  has  given  us 
a  critical  analyfis  and  examination, 
charaCterifing  the  different  ftyles, 
and  marking  the  various  degrees  of 
excellence  and  comparative  merits 
of  the  feveral  compofitions.  This 
part  of  his  work  is  alfo  interfperfed 
with  many  entertaining  anecdotes, 


relative  to  the  cotemporary  muficaS 
Compofers  and  performers. 

In  1748,  feVen  years  after  Han¬ 
del  had  retired  from  theorcheftra  of 
the  Italian  opera,  a  company  of  co¬ 
mic  fingers  was,  for  the  firft  time, 
brought  over  from  Italy.  The  fub- 
fequent  fortunes  of  the  opera-houfe, 
with  hiftories  and  characters  of  the 
favourite  performers,  are  continued 
down  to  the  year  1788;  to  which 
is  added  an  account  of  the  com¬ 
memoration  of  Handel,  in  1784, 
and  the  following  years. 

In  the  feventh  chapter,  our  au¬ 
thor  again  returns  to  the  continent, 
and  with  his  ufual  hiftorical  minute- 
nefs,  and  critical  judgment,  both 
relates  and  eftimates,  in  this  and  the 
four  following  chapters,  all  the  mu- 
fical  events  of  the  prefent  century. 
A  view  of  “  the  general  ftate  of 
mufic  in  England  during  the  prefent 
century,”  forms  4he  twelfth  and 
concluding  chapter  of  this  elaborate 
work,— a  work  (to  finifh  with  the 
author’s  own  words)  that  has  been 
thirty  years  in  meditation,  and  more 
than  twenty  in  writing  and  print¬ 
ing-” 
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Retrofpeflive  view  of  the  affairs  of  France  from  the  year  1787.  Confidence 
of  the  parliament  of  Paris  on  their  fuccefs  in  invalidating  the  royal  edids 
for  the  nezv  taxes .  Rernonfirance  on  behalf  of  their  exiled  members  An- 
fzoer.  Resolutions ,  in  violation  of  the  King's  injunctions .  Conj'equences  of 
the  parliament' s  declaration  of  its  own  incompetence  to  levy,  or  to  concur  in  le¬ 
vying  taxes.  Spirit  of  liberty  general ,  and  accompanied  with  a  rage  for 
innovation.  Nothing  but  reforms  heard  Admirable  reform  in  the  codes  sf 
civil  and  criminal  jufiice  Edift  in  favour  of  the  P rot efi ants,  happily  paf- 

fed  Flame  already  raifed  on  the  Juhjeci  of  Lettres  de  Cachet ,  much  in- 
creafed ,  by  the  feifing  and  committal  to  prifon  of  M.  de  Catalan ,  prefident  of 
the  parliament  o  f  Tholouje  Long  rernonfirance  from  the  parliament  of 
Paris  to  the  King ,  difcuffing  many  points  relative  to  the  confiitution. 
Some  remarks  on  that  piece,  with  an  account  of  the  origin  of  enregifiering 
edifls,  and  of  the  caufe  and  manner  of  holding  beds  jufiice  Anfvser 
from  the  King  to  the  rernonfirance  Adminifiration  deeply ,  but  fecretly  en¬ 
gaged  in  framing  a  new  confiitution .  Some  particulars  of  this  fyfiem,  and 
of  the  form ,  compofition  and  nature  of  the  new  jupreme  court ,  which  was 
to  fuperfiede  parliaments  in  all  matters  relative  to  government.  Silence , 
and,  apparent  inactivity  cf  the  court ,  excite  Jufpicions ,  whiqh  are  increafed 
to  general  apprehenfion  and  alarm ,  by  circumfiances  cbjerved  at  the  royal 
prefs  in  Paris.  M' d’  Efpremenil,  by  Indireft  means ,  becomes  mafier  of  the 
whole  fecret ,  wbiqb  he  communicates  to  the  parliament.  Sudden  meeting  of 
that  body  ;  various  refolutions  pafjed ;  order  copies  of  their  proceedings  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  aid  parts  oj  the  kingdom.  Meet  again  fuddenly  on  an  attempt 
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made  to  arreft  M  d'  Efpremenil ,  and  M  de  Monfatnbert.  Strong  pretefi, 

ordered  to  he  presented  fry  a  deputation  to  the  king  King  lefufes  to  receive 
the  deputation,  and  the  parliament  fuddenly  furrounded  by  a  regiment  of 
guards .  Commanding  officer  enters  the  ajfembly ,  and  commands  in  the  king’s 
name,  the  tvoo  obnoxious  members  to  be  delivered  up.  After  &  long  flence , 
the  prejident  anfwered,  that  they  were  all  Monfamberts  and  dft  Efpremenils  ; 
upon  which  the  of  leer  returning  for  frefth  orders,  the  parliament  continues 
locked  up  in  its  chamber  for  near  twenty  four  hours.  On  the  officer  s  re¬ 

turn,  charging  them ,  under  the  penalty  of  high  ireajon ,  to  deliver  up  the 
two  members,  they  f  ill  continue  filent ,  but  the  two  gentlemen  give  them- 
[elves  up  Bed  of  juft  ice  ordered  to  be  held  at  V erfailles  on  the  Sth  of  May. 
Pro! efts  entered,  and  addrefs  prepared  by  parliament .  King  fever ely  repre¬ 
hend. s  the  con  dud  of  parliament  in  his  intro  dud  or y  fpeech  :  Announces  the 
new  confutation  ft  Ordinances  read  and  regift ered:  Farther  particulars 
of  than.  Strong  proteil  of  Parliament,  dated  at  [ 'even  o’clock  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning .  P rote  ft  feconded  by  a  letter  figned  by  a  number  of  the  peers, 
declaring  their  utter  dif approbation  of  the  reforms  in  government',  and  their 
determination  to  take  no  part  in  the  functions  affigned  them  by  the  new  or¬ 
dinances .  Clergy  no  left  difpofed  to- adhere  to  the  parliaments  than  the  peer¬ 
age  Another  proteft  and  memorial  from  parti  ament,  vjho  or  dei  tfreir  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  be  fent  to  a  notary,  and  effectual  means  ujed  for  their  publication « 
Governor  of  Paris  enters  the  chambers  of  parliament  at  the  Palais  Royal , 
je isces  their  papers  and  archives,  then  locks  and  feals  up  toe  doors  •  An  the 
parliament s  in  the  kingdom  about  the  fame  time  fujpended.  Coat  Aet  ijftue  a 
ftrong  declaration  againft  all  theft  proceedings  that  were  inimical  to  the  par - 
lianients  Memorial  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  figned  by  forty-fteven 
peers  and  bifiots,  prejented  personally  to  the  King.  Alarming  afpefi  of 
affairs  Seditious  and  treufonable  papers  continually  pofted  upon  the  gates 
and  rathe  fireets  of  Paris.  Publication  of  an  incendiary  libel  of  the  mo  ft 
obnoxious  and  dangerous  kind.  Great  d  jorders  and  tumults  in  the  provinces 
Bretagne.  Count  de.  Per igord,  governor  general  of  Languedoc,  obliged^  to 
fly  from  Bholoufe,  and  the  troop  f  to  withdraw  from  that  place  At  Gre- 
* noble  the .  excefes  carried  to  the  highejl  pitch  of  violence  ;  much  blood  ft aid 
to  be  fed',  Duke  as  1  o  nr.  ere  faves  his  life  by  furrendering  the  keys  of  the 
palace  ;  his  large  and  valuable  cabinet  of  medals  and  curiofities  plundered 
and  defrayed.  Arfenal  and  magazines  /eized  by  the  rioters.  Parliament 
of  Brit  any  meet  in  defence  of  the  Kings  ex  pr  efts  command.  Pfis  violent 
refoluiions.  Are  interrupted  by  the  military .  Great  riots  and  confufeon. 
Nobles  o  f  the  province,  meet,  and  fend' a  deputation  to  Ver failles ,  who  are 
fint  to  the  Baft  ilk  Great  and  vifible  agitation  of  the  Kings  mind.  P  ecu - 
liarly  unfortunate  in  the  great  Jacrifices  which  he  made  for  procuring  feli¬ 
city  to  his  government,  and  to  aft  or  d  eafte  and  content  to  his  ftub)  cuts .  Re¬ 

capitulation  oft  tome  pi  seeding  events.  Dreadful  hurricane  dejiroys  toe  hal¬ 
ve  ft  and  vintage,  in  j  ever  at  of  the  finefi  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Great  be¬ 
nevolences  to  the  diftreftfed people  ;  qmd  various  meafures  furftued  for  their 
further  relief'.  ArA't  relative  to  the  meeting  of  the  fates  general,  cafes 
great  joy ,  and  oc  caftans  the  fiocks  to  rife'.  King  obliged  to  relinquifth  the 
new  conjlitution.  Arret  relative  to  payments  at  the  treaftwy,  caujes  tie 
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great  efl  confuflon  in  Paris ,  dong  with  a  indent  run  upon  the  hank.  Mi¬ 
ni  Jiry  changed.  Archbifbop  of  Sens  retires  to  Italy ,  and  Mr.  Neckar  is 
placed  again  at  the  head  oj  the  f nances.  Great  public  joy  ;  flocks  juddenly 
rife  ;  and  general  good  humour  prevails-  Mcajures  purjued  by  the  new  mi - 
nifierto  j upper t  the  public  opinion.  Parliament  of  Paris  meet  Neva  alter¬ 
cation  with  the  crown ,  relative  to  the  prejecution  of  the  late  minifiers. 
Great,  riots  in  Paris  ,  and  jeveral  of  the  populace  fain.  Parliament  publicly 
burn  the  King's  arrets.  Convention  of  the  notables,  in  order  to  Jettle 
the  preliminaries  necejjdry  to  the  meeting  of  the  fates  general.  Dif- 
trejjes  of  the  people  greatly  encrcajed  by  the  extreme  fever  it y  of  the 
•winter.  —  —  —  —  (  i 
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Re  trofpedl  continued.  Emperor's  con  duel  in  the  Loza  Countries ,  renews  thofe 

dit contents  and  apprehenfons ,  zuhich  Jeemed  happily  removed  by  the  late  ac¬ 
commodation.  Count  Trautmanfdcrfl  and  General  Dalton  appointed  to  the 
conduct  of  civil  and  military  affairs.  Difpute  about  the  new  Jeminary  at 
Louvain  unexpectedly  renewed  Count  Trautf mar/dor Jf fends  a  peremptory 
order  to  the  heads  of  the  univerfty ,  to  carry  the  emperor  s  prepojed  reform 
into  immediate  execution.  They,  pleading  the  laws  and  the  ccnflitution,  re - 
fufe  to  comply.  Count  il  of  Brabany  refufng  to  give  their  Jan  Elion  to  the  vio¬ 
lent  meajures  intended  again  ft  the  univerfty  of  Louvain,  are  threatened  zvith 
expulfon.  Military  drawn  up,  and  artillery  brought  forward  to  intimi¬ 
date  the  council.  Populace  fred  on  by  the  troops,  and  Jeveral  killed  or 
wounded.  Refractory  heads  of  the  univerfty  of  Louvain  expelled  by  force  of 
arms  Kind  deck  ration  of  i  he  emperor  ref  pelting  his  Jubjefts  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  jucceeded  by  a  cruel  fiaugbter  of  the  people  by  the  troops  at  Malines , 
Louvain,  and  Antwerp  General  horror  jpread  throughout  the  provinces . 
People  of  condition  emigrate  to  Holland ,  Liege,  and  other  neighbouring 
countries  — Germany  — Country  of  Lippe  Schaumbourgf sized,  on  the  death 
of  the  prince,  by  the  landgrave  of  Hejje.  DiflreJJ'ed  fit  nation  of  the  family. 
Inter pfi lion  oj  the  king  of  Prujfa,  procures  the  reforation  of  their  pofejfons 
to  the  infant  prince  and  hi  mother  Difpute  between  the  eleftor  ef  Cologn 
and  the  pope's  nuncio  f pirited  ccndudl  of  the  eledtcr.  Liberal  grant  of  the 

magi Jiracy  of  Cologn  to  the  pr defiant  inhabitants ,  allowing  them  to  build  a 
place of  werfhip,  a  jcbool,  and  a  houje  for  their  mini  ft  er  Wife  political  con¬ 
duct  of  the  king  of  Prujjia.  Leagues  with  England  and  Holland,  to  coun¬ 
ter  a  ft  the  combination  of  the  Eaflern  powers.  Plays  a  high  game  in  Poland. 
Diet  comes  thcroaghly  into  his  vinos  Augmentation  of  the.  army  to  •  >c,oco 
men  decreed.  New  commifjion  for  the  dijpofition  and  government  of  the  mi¬ 

litary  force  of  the  republic.  King  of  Prujjia  propofes  a  clofe  alliance,  and 
to  guar  ant  ee  all  her  dominions .  Great  debates  in  the  diet  Philippic  again;} 
the  emperor  P.ujftan  pat ty  totally  defeated  Grovcing  importance  of  the 
republic  already  apparent  7  nr  key  and  Sweden  Jeek  alliances  with  her . 

Declaration  by  the  Grand  Signior.  M infers  appointed  by  the  republic 

to  different  European pozuers.  '  Influence  of  Prujjia  feems  thoroughly  ejtablifhed 
in  that  country.  ——  —  —  *  L  3  7 
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Declining  flats  of  the  king's  health  in  the  month  of  October,  1788,  which 
terminates  foon  after  in  a  continued  delirium  ;  grief  of  the  people  and 
meafures  taken  by  public  characters  in  confiquence  thereof  Parliament 
meets  pu fnant  to  the  lajl  prorogation.  Notification  to  both  houfes  of  the  fate 
of  his  majefiy  s  health ;  immediate  adjournment  for  a  fortnight,  and  fum- 
mons  for  the  attendance  of  members  ordered ;  examination  of  tbe  king's 
phyfcians  before  the  privy  council ;  minutes  of  the  council  board  laid  be¬ 
fore  both  houfes  at  their  J'scond  tneeting  ;  doubts  farted  in  the  houfe  of 
commons ,  whether  it  would  not  be  necejfary  to  examine  the  pbyftcians  at . 
the  bar ;  taken  into  further  con/ideration  on  the  Sth  of  December ,  and  a 
committee  appohited  in  each  houfe  to  examine  the  phyfcians ;  their  report 
brought  up  on  the  1  oth,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  fear  ch  for  precedents', 
Mr .  Fox  ajferts  the  right  of  the  prince  of  Wales  to  the  regency  ;  his  opi¬ 
nion  controverted  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct  farcafically  remarked 
upon  by  Mr.  Burke  ;  Mr.  Fox's  opinion  condemned  by  the  pref  dent  of  the 
council ,  and  other  lords  in  the  upper  houfe  ;  defended  by  the  lords  Lough¬ 
borough,  Stormont ,  and  Portchefer.  The  report  from  the  committee  of 
precedents' brought -up  on  the'  1  7th;  Mr.  Fox  explains ,  and  reafferts  his 
opinion  relative  to  the  princess  right ,  and  is  warmly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt  ; 
farther  explanation  of  Mr.  Pitt's  opinions  upon  the  regency  ;  difcufjion  of 
the  quef  ion  of  right  deprecated  in  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  fpeeches  of  the  duke 
of  York  and  of  the  duke  of  G  beefier  ;  three  reflations  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt , 
December  16  ;  the  fecofond  relation,  declaratory  of  the  right  of  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  to  appoint  a  regent, fir  on gly  oppofed  by  lord  North  and 
Mr.  Fox',  and fupported  by  the  mafier  of  the  rolls ,  the  lord  advocate  of 
Scotland,  the  attorney  and  filicitor  general,  and  Mr.  Hardinge ;  reflections 
of  Mr.  Rujh  worth  on  the  ?n  ini  fiefs  condud  ;  the  refolution  carried  by  a 
majority  of  368  to  204.;  oppofed  on  tbe  report  of  the  committee  by  Sir 
Grey  Cooper  and  Mr.  Wyndham  j  amendment  moved  by  Mr  Dempfier , 
and  withdrawn  ;  amendmont  to  the  third  refolution  moved  by  Mr.  Demp  - 
,  fler  ;  debate  thereon  adjourned  to  the  zzd  of  December  - _  [08 
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The  minifiefs  explanation  of  the  meafures  he  intended  to  prop  of e  relative  to 
the  regency.  Refumed  debate  on  Mr.  Dempfiefs  motion.  The  plan  of  the 
mini  ft  er  warmly  oppofed  by  lord  North,  Mr.  Burke ,  and  Mr.  Fox ,  as  tending 
to  an  unnecejjary  and  unconftitutional  affusnption  of  power.  Subftance  of 
Mr.  Fox  sjpeech  on  that  occafion ■  The  plan  and  rejolutions  defended  by  Mr. 
Pitt  ;  fubftance  of  his fpeech.  Opinion  of  the  filicitor  general.  Mr.  Fox 

in  explanation .  Pointed  obfervations  from  Mr.  Sheridan.  The  refolution 
carried  by  a  majority  of  251  to  17S*  and  delivered  at  a  conference  to  th 

lords  - 
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lords  ;  referred  to  a  committee  on  the  fate  of  the  nation.  Amendment  pro¬ 
posed  in  the  committee  by  lord  Haw  don  ;  Supported  by  lords  Stormont ,  Port- 
c  refer,  and  L  ughborough .  Original  resolutions  defended  by  lord  Camden, 
the  duke  of  Richmond ,  and  the  chancellor ;  fubfance  of  their  Speeches^ 
The  marquis  of  Lanjdowne's  approbation  of  the  meajures  of  the  minifers , 
and  his  argument  in  oppoftion  to  the  prince  of  Id  ales*  Amend¬ 
ment  negatived  by  QQ  to  66.  Th  reiolut ions  finally  agreed  to,  and  the  com¬ 
mons  acquainted  therewith.  Protefi  by  f  orty-eight  lords*  AddreJJes  and 
petitions  fent  up  from  fever  al  counties  and  corporations.  —  fij 

CHAP  V. 

Death  of  the  fpeaker,  Mr.  Cornwall*  Eleblion  of  his  fuccejfor.  Mr.  William 

Wynham  Grenville  propofed  by  lord  Eufion  and  Mr.  Pulteney ;  fir  Gilbert 
Elliot ,  by  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis  and  Mr.  Frederick  montagu — the  former  eho- 
fen  by  a  majority  of  71.  Mr.  Pitt  communicates  to  the  prince  of  Wales  the 
plan  of  the  regency.  Motion  propofed  by  Mr.  Loveden for  the  re-examination 
of  the  king's  phyfeians ,  previous  to  the  confideraciod  of  the  refiriblions  upon 
the  regency.  Perfonal  invectivrs  thrown  out  on  that  occafon.  Committee 
appointed  to  re-examine  the pbyftcians.  CF heir  report  taken  into  cenfi deration 
fan.  1 6th.  Mr.  Pitt's  Speech  on  that  occafon  ;  prhpofes  three  oljeds for 
their  deliberations.  1  f.  Nature  of  the  king's  illnej's  ;  Anecdote  relative  t* 

the  queen.  2 d.  Principles  on  which  they  voire  to  proceed.  3 d.  The  limi¬ 

tations  which  thofe  principles  pointed  out  ;  viz.  in  the  power  of  creating 
peers ,  of  granting  places  or  penfions  for  life ,  of  alienating  the  perfonal  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  king,  refpefting  the  care  of  the  king's  per  [on,  and  the  difpofal  of 
the  ojfiees  of  the  houjebold.  Mr.  Pitt  moves  five  refolutions  founded  on  thefe 
principles.  They  are firongly  oppofid  by  Mr.  Powys ,  lord  North ,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan ,  and  colonel  Full  art  on.  Celebrated  fpeech  of  Mr.  Grenville  in  fupport 
of  the  refolutions  ;  amendment  ?noved  by  Mr.  Powys ,  and  negative  by  227 
to  154.  Second  reflation ,  relative  to  the  creation  of  Peers ,  voted  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  216  to  1^9.  Third  and  fourth  refolutions  carried  without  a  divi - 
fion.  Debate  on  the  fifth  reflation ,  relative  to  the  officers  of  the  houjholdi 
oppofed  by  lord  Maitland ,  Mr.  Grey ,  and  Mr.  Fox  ;  amendment  moved  by 
Mr*  Louver ie,  and  rejected  by  a  majority  of  54.  Debate  on  the  Refolutions 
in  the  boufe  of  lords.  Able  fpeech  of'  the  bifhop  of  Llandaff.  Con vi bis 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  applying  to  the  royal  mercy.  Lord  Camden's  opi¬ 
nion  relative  to  the  creation  of  peers  by  all  of~  parliament.  Rfo'lutions  ear¬ 

ned  by  a  majority  of  z6,  Protefi s figned  by  S7  lords.  Resolutions  ordered 
to  be  prefented  to  the  prince  and  the  queen.  Their  anfwers.  Debate  on  the 
motion  for  putting  the  great  feal  to  a  commijfion  for  opening  parliament.  Sef- 
fions  opened.  Motion  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  regency  bill.  Bill 
read  a  firfi  and ficond  time.  Debate  in  the  committee .  Debate  on  the  third 
reading .  Regency  bill  fent  to  the  lords .  Notification  of  the  king's  recovery . 
Account  of  tranfallior.s  relative  to  tin  regency  in  the  lrifl? parliament .  [103 
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New  commiffion  iffued  hi  confequence  of  the  king's  recovery .  Speech  of  the 
commojjioners  to  the  two  houfes.  Jiddrejfes  r'j  thanks  and  congratulation . 
Mr.  Fox's  obfervations  upon  the  addrejs  of  the  houfe  of  commons .  Ad- 
dr  ejfes  to  the  queen .  Debate  on  the  ordnance  extraordinaries .  fiuefiion  of 

fortifying  the  Wefl  India  Iflands  dij  cuffed  ;  plan  oppofed  by  general  Bur - 
goyne ,  Mr.  Courtenay  and  Mr.  Sheridan  ;  fupporied  by  Mr  Pitt  and  colo¬ 
nel  Phipps.  Mr.  Beaufoys  bill  for  commemorating  the  revolution,  paffes  the 
houfe  of  commons ,  rejected  by  the  lords .  M?  F  ox  moves  for  the  repeat  of  the 
j hop  tax ,  agreed  to  by  Mr.  Pitt .  Preamble  to  the  bill  of  repeal  objected . 
Rejlrictions  on  hawkers  and  pedlars  taken  of  fief  age  from  the  king  rela¬ 

tive  to  the  public  thanksgiving  day,  and  the  reflations  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  thereon.  Mr  Beau  fay's  motion  for  repealing  the  corporation  and  tefl 
aids,  fupported  by  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  hex,  and  oppofed  by  lord  North 
and  Mr,  Pitt  ;  loft  by  a  majority  of  only  20  fhe  earl  Stanhope  s  bill  for 

repealing  certain  penal fiatutes  rejected  on  the  fecond  reading .  The  confae 
ration  of  the  flave  trade  poj  -pofed  to  the  next  Jeffons.  Mr.  Grenvile  made 
fecretary  of ft  ate ,  and  Mr  Henry  Addington  Jpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons . 
Budget  opened.  Animad  verfions  thereon.  Motion  by  Mr.  Sheridan  for  a 

neve  committee  of  finance ,  I  he  report  of  the  committee  of  1  8  j  defe?ided 
by  Mr.  Grenville.  Plan  opened  by  Mr,  Phi  for  transferring  the  tobacco 
duties  to  the  cexcife.  Strong  oppojtt ion  made  to  it  by  the  nianufa Ihirers,  and 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Extraordinary  conduit  of  the  chancellor. 
India  budget  opened  by  Mr.  Dundas  ;  animadverted  on  by  Mr.  Francis. 
Bill  puffed  to  enable  the  company  to  add  one  million  to  their  capital  ^  Pro¬ 
ceedings  relative  to  the  trial  of  Mir.  Hafiiugs,  Hjs  petition  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  complaining  of  Mr .  Burke ;  proceedings  of  the  houfe, arid  rejolution 
moved  thee  eon.  Libel  on  the  houfe  of  commons,  ordered  to  be  projecuted.  Ap¬ 
plication  from  the  French  government  for  the  exportation  of  four,  voted  in- 
adtnijjible .  S efforts  prorogued.  —  ' 
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State  of  the  contending  armies  on  the  boiders  of  the  Danube  and  B.ack  Sea. 
Imperials.  Marjhal  Haddlck ,  to  f apply  the  Emperor's  abfence ,  appoint  eb 
to  the  command  of  the  grand  army.  Ottomans  in  a  much  worje  fituaticn 
than  they  had  been  in  the  preceding  campaign.  Fatal  confequences  of  the 
lofs  of  Oczakow,  and  the  Jlaughier  of  their  braveft  men .  Grand  f  izir 
tried  at  Confiantinople ,  on  the  double  charge,  of  not  providing  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  Oczakow,  and  of  caufelefsly  evacuating  the  Bannat.  onout- 
'  ably  acquitted  of  both,  he  returns  to  the  command  of  the  army.  Death  of 
Abdul  Hamet,  -the  Grand  Signior,  the  great  eft  misfortune  at that  cut  tea  1 
period,  which  could  have  fallen  upon  the  furkijb  empire *  Character  oj  , 
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that  excellent  fovereign,  Selim ,  bis  nephew  *  [son  fhews  bnv  unworthy  he 
is  of  being  his  fucceffor.  The  wealth  of  the  Grand  Vizir ,  Jefiuf  Pacha , 
dooms  him  to  be  the  firjl  victim  to  his  avarice  and  cruelty.  His  dedr  ac¬ 
tion  followed  by  that  of  many  others  on  the  fame  bafe  motives .  New  Sultan 
’  changes  all  the  plans  for  conducting  the  war  which  had  been  formed  by 
his  pre dec effcr  and  by  the  late  Grand  Vizir.  Precipitancy ,  weakness,  and 
rajbnefs ,  along  with  rapacity  and  cruelty ,  the  char  abler  idles  of  tbe  prefect 
reign.  Turkifh  commauders  and  troops  loje  all  their  wonted  fplrit ,  hope,  and 
• vigour ,  a  misfortune  which  foon  produces  the  mo  ft  fatal  confequences ,  Small 
but  fever e  war  carried  on  between  the  Ruffians  and  Turks  through  the 
winter  in  Moldavia,  as  well  as  in  the  Badziack.  Young  Tartar  prince , 
fen  to  the  Khan ,  killed  in  an  ablien  near  Bender .  Humane  and  honourable 
condubl  of  general  Kamenfkoi ,  with  refpebt  to  the  body  of  the  prince ,  and  in 
reftoring  it  to  his  father.  Grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Khan  to  the 
Ruffian  general  for  his  gener  of ty  and  companion,  and  the  pious  conflations 
with  which  he  endeavours  to  footh  his  ozvn  grief.  War  renewed  with 
great  animofty  along  the  frontiers  by  the  Turks  and  Auftrians  upon  the 
expiration  of  the  armifice.  Emprefs  of  RuJJia  exceeds  even  her  vfual 
magnificence  in  the  rewards  and  honours  zuhich  fhe  beftozvs  upon  the  con¬ 
querors  of  Oczakow.  Has  not  yet  given  up  her  defigns  on  Egypt ,  where  the 
Baron  de  Thorns ,  late  Rufftan  conful  at  Alexandria ,  being  fent  in  dijguife, 
and  furnifked  with  powers  to  make  great  propofals  to  the  Beys  to  induce 
them  to  enter  into  a  treaty ,  and  excite  nevj  commotions  in  the  country ,  the 
Baron  is  feized  by  lfmael  Bey ,  and  fent  bounds  with  his  credentials  and 
papers ,  to  the  Turkifb  Bafha ,  who  commits  him  clofe  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of 
Grand  Ca:o.  Defperate  and ferocious  valour  dif played  by  the  Bojniant, 
fighting  entirely  on  their  own  account,  in  defence  of  their  eftates,  families, 
and  country,  a  gain  ft  the  Auftrians.  Turkifb  fpirit  finks  totally  before  the 
Ruffians .  General  Dorfeiden s  viblory  on  the  banks  of  the  Sereth  ; purfues 
his  Juccefs,  attacks  the  T urkifh  firong  camp  at  Galats ;  forces  the  camp  ; 
feizes  the  whole  as  a  fpoif. ;  and  routs,  difperfes,  or  dejlroys  the  enemy's 
army ,  War  rages  in  Tranfylvania  and  the  Bannat.  Marfhal  Laudohn , 
with  the  Auftrian  army  on  the  fiat  of  Croatia,  makes  preparations  for  the 
fiegt  of  Turkifb  Gradifca ,  where  he  had  been  foiled  the  preceding  year. 
That  place,  the  grand  outzuork  to  Belgrade,  and  hitherto  famous  for  its 
repeated  Juccefsful  ref  fiance,  ftrangely  abandoned  upon  receiving  a  bom¬ 
bardment.  The  Marfhal  immediately  commences  his  preparations  for  the 
ftege  of  Belgrade.  Prince  cf  Saxe  Cobourg  has  the  fortune  of  retrieving 
the  honour  of  the  Aufrian  arms,  by  obtaining  the  firfi  viblory  cf  any 
moment  which  they  gained  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.  Totally  defeats  and 
ruins  an  army  of  30,000  Turks ,  under  the  command  of  a  Serafquier,  in  the 
firong  fortified  camp  of  Fockzan ,  in  Wallachia.  Prince  of  Anhalt  Ber- 
bourg,  with  a  part  cf  Kamenfioi  s  army,  defeats  a  body  of  Turks  zvho 
were  going  to  the  relief  of  Bender ,  and  takes  the  whole  convoy.  New 
Grand  V tzir,  with  a  vafl  army,  totally  defeated  at  Martinefi,  by  the 
prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg  and  general  tuzvarrow,  with  very  inferior  frees 
Grand  T urkifh  army  totally  difperfid  and  ruined.  Belgrade  befieged  an  l 
taken  by  Marfhal  Laudohn ,  who  grants  favourable  conditions  10  the  gar¬ 
rison 
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rifon  and  inhabitants .  Grand  admiral ,  HaJJ'an  Pacha,  quits  the  fleet  In 
the  Black  Sea,  and  takes  the  command  of  the  army  in Bejfarabia,  in  the  hope 
fifiwing  Bender  ;  but,  forfaken  now  by  his  ufual  good  fortune »  is  totally 
defeated,  after  an  objlinate  battle,  by  the  Princes  Potemkin  and  Repnin,  at 
Poliak-  Bender  taken  after  a  long  fiege.  Bialagrod  and  Kylia  Noma, 
Bkpwife  taken  by  the  Ruffians .  Aufrians  no  lefs  fuccefsful,  take  Buchareft 
md  other  places,  until  the  noble  defence  made  by  the  gar r Him  oj  Orfiva  put 
m flop  to  their  farther  progrejs^  —  [*^5 


C  H  A  P.  VIII. 


Difficult  and  emhar  raffed  fate  of  the  king  of  Sweden  s  affairs  at  the  clofe  of  the 
fear  1788,  nofwith [landing  the  armifice  with  the  Danes ,  and  the  retreat  of 
“ 'their  army  out  @f  the  kingdom.  Situations  in  which  the  mojl  daring  and  ha* 
stardom  meafures  become  prudent  and  neceffdry  aids.  Guftavus  heroically  de¬ 
termines  to  overcome  his  difficulties ,  and  thereby  retrieve  his  affairs,  or  is 
fenp  in  the  encounter .  Fortunately,  votwithfanding feme  intervening  jealou- 
fes,  the  three  lower  claffes  of  the  people  fill  continued  much  attached  to  aim. 

J Incurable  animoftysf  the  equefirian  order .  Diet  jummoned  to  meet  at  Stock¬ 
holm.  King  calls  a  meeting  of  the  magi f  rates,  accompanied  by  fifty  of  the 
moll  ancient  zndrefpedable  citizens  of  that  capital,  to  whom,  as  ta  a  grand 
council  off  ate,  be  communicates ,  in  a  mofl  eloquent  Jpeech,  the  whole  fate  of 
Ids  affairs-,  pews  how.  his  inveterate* foreign  enemy  had ,  by  infidioufiy  prac - 
fifino  upon  his  own  difaffeded fubjeds,  rendered  them  theinflrumenis  of  fruf- 
trating  all  the  well-laid  defigns ,  and  bU/ling  all  the  fair  hopes  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  campaign .  Affembly  encourage  the  king  to  the  profccution  of  the  war, 
md  engage  to  Support  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  again fi  all  his  ene¬ 
mies  Diet  meets.  Equefirian  order Joon pew  their  indifpoJitLn  to  fund  upon 
gfiff  terms  with  the  king.  I  hey  firji  cavilled  about  the  body  af  free  Daley  at  - 
Bans,  which  had  joided  the  king  with  fi  much  zeal  in  the  preceding  jeafin 
ff  danger,  being  gar r  fined  in  Stockholm .  This  the  nobles  refented  with  much 
ill  humour,  on  the  double  account  of  its  being  an  infra  divn  of  the  freedom  of 
the  diet ,  and  of  its  being  a  dired  affront  to  their  order,  from  its  implying  a 
fifpicion  of  their  loyalty  and  honour.  But  being  totally  unjuPp&red  by  the 
‘fiber  orders  A  heir  ill- humour  on  this  ground  comes  to.  nothing.  7  fi  king  hav - 
fi?  appointed  count  Lowcnh&upt  to  be  mar  foal  of  the  diet,  tbs  nobility  on  that 
account,  intuit  him  jo  grofily,  that  he  abfints  himfelf from  dij  charging  the 
duties  of  his  flation  under  fuch  public  difoonour .  The  king,  finding  him- 
Jelf  fecure  in  the  attachment  of  the  three  other  orders ,  goes  to  the  diet  to 
demand  reparation  for  the  iff. alt  offered  to  himfelf  through the  mar fhaL 
Mi vb  words  and.  very  harp  language  between  the  king  and  the  nobles,  un¬ 
it  1%  throws  out  a  charge  of  di faff edUn  and  treafon,  without  naming  par¬ 
ticular  per  fins,  when  they  all  quit  the  affembly  in  a  body.  King  makes  a 
fpeech  to  the  remaining  fates,  which  is  received  with  fat  isf ad  ion.  1 three 
“days  after,  their  houfis  being  fuddebly  fur  rounded  by  detachments  oj  the 
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guards  and  of  the  armed  burghers  of  Stockholm,  2>  of  the  principal  nobility 
$f  the  kingdom  are  feized  and  Jcnt  prifoners  to  the  cafle  of  Fredericfboff. 
Mutinous  commanders  and  officers  in  Finland  already  ar refled,  and  on  their 
way,  as  prifoners,  to  Stockholm ,  to  be  tried  for  their  lives  Ordered  to  pre¬ 

pare for  their  trials.  Names  of  fever al  of  thefe  unfortunate  gentlemen.  King's 
conduct  meets  J'uch  general  approbation ,  that  the  Jmallefl  commotion  is  not 
produced  by  thefe  violent  meafures.  Number Jejs  refignations  take  place  ; 

fpirit  and  flrength  of  the  equeflrian  order  entirely  broken  Dangerous  pre  d 
cedent  eflablifhed  agatnfi  the  nobility,  of  carrying  on  the  pub. ic  buflnef  hi 
the  diet  without  them  New  privileges  granted  to  the  peafants  Senate 

entirely  abolijhed ,  and  a  new  court  appointed  to  fupply  its  place.  King  s 
fpeech  to  the  diet  Jet  of  confederation .  King,  triumphant  at  home,  pre¬ 
pares  for  the  profeention  of  the  war,  by  fea  and  land,  with  the  utmofl  vi¬ 
gour.  Severe  Jentences  pajjed  on  the  t inland  officers,  confiderably  mitigated 
through  the  King's  lenity  ,4  Succefsful  efforts  of  Mr.  Elliot,  in  behalf  of 
the  allied  courts ,  to  induce  the  court  of  Copenhagen  to  agree  to  a  fin  cl  neu¬ 
trality ,  relieves  the  Swedijh  fovereigti  from  all  apprehenfion  on  that  fide . 
FP  ar  in  Finland  Rough  face,  and  favage  nature  of  the  country .  little  cal¬ 

culated  for  rapid  Juccefs  or  brilliant  action.  A  number  off  mall  but  Sever  e 
and  bloody  afltons  take  place .  Encounter  between  the  Ruffian  feet ,  and  the 
Swedijh  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Sudermania,  terminates  without  decifion 
or  effedt.  Baron  Strdink  defeats  the  Ruffian  general  de  Schu  tz  T his  j  c- 
cefs  counterbalanced  by  the  hafly  and  dangerous  retreat  which  the  King 
was  obliged  to  make  out  of  Ruffian  Finland  King  expofes  his  perfon  like 
a  common  volunteer  Takes  Hogfors ,  where  he  is  joined  by  his  f  eet  of  gal- 
lies,  and  other  light  veffels,  which  are  fpeedily  attacked  by  the  prince  of  Naf- 
jdu,  with  a  fimilar  armament.  UnuJ'ually  ha^d- fought,  de  per  ate,  and 
bloody  adiion,  between  the  hoftile fleets.  Swedes  zvorfled,  and  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire  under  the  cannon  of  Sweaburg  Great  fuperiority  of  the  Ruffians  in 
point  of  number ,  could  not  be  compenfated  by  any  exertions  of  valour.  This 
adlion  decifive  with  refpedl  to  the  fortune  of  the  campaign  King  again  re¬ 
tires,  with  much  difficulty  and  danger,  from  the  Ruffian  territories ,  and  his 
garrifon  at  Hogforis  narrowly  ejeapes  being  cut  off.  Ruffians,  while  the 
weather  permits,  become  maflers  of  the  fea,  and  fpread  terror  every  where. 
PTinter  puts  an  end  to  the  campaign ,  and  the  king  returns  to  his  capital  - — 
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Eew  convention  of  Aetables.  Great  queflions  relative  to  the  organization 
of  the  States  General,  which  agitate  the  whole  kingdom  of  F ranee .  King 
refigns  himfelf  entirely  to  the  advice  of  M  Neckar  That  m  nifier  takes 
a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the  double  reprefent  alien  of  the  commons ;  but 
gives  no  opinion  on  other  quefiions  of  great  importance ,  which  are  left ,  in 
the  event,  to  chance.  Notables ,  as  well  as  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
flrongly  recommend,  that  the  confiitution  of  1614  (hould  be  the  model  for 
the  new  convention  of  the  fates  ;  with  which  the  Jet.  erne  of  a  double  re- 
Vol.  XXXI.  P  prejen  tat  soft, 
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prejentation  dire  ft  !j  militates.  Parliament  of  Paris  endeavour  to  recover 
their  popularity  by  iffuing  an  arret,  which ,  if  adopted ,  might  be  confide  red 
as  the  Magna  Ghana  of  French  liberty.  Treated  with  the  utmofi  con¬ 
tempt  by  the  popular  parties ,  as  falling  Jhort  of  their  views.  Violent 
jealoufies  and  dffentions  between  the  three  orders  which  were  to  compofe  the 
fates.  Nobles ,  odious  in  the  extreme.  Dukes  and  peers  offer  to  contri¬ 
bute  a  due  proportion  to  the  public  e^pences  ;  and  a  fimilar  dijpofition  Jeems 
general  among  the  nobles  ;  but  this  difpoftion  appears  too  late  to  afford  fa - 
tisfaftion.  NobiPty,  goaded  by  numberlefs  attacks,  pu biff  a  declaration 
of  their  rights,  zvhicb  renders  them  fill  more  odious  Divifons  ’aiid  jea- 
loufes  among  them). elves  at  this  critical  period.  Dffentions  in  the  parlia- 
aments.  Clergy  as  little  united  as  the  nobles.  Curates,  or  parijh  priefis 
difpo/ed  to  fide  vcith  the  commons ,  or  third  e fate  Commons  wife  that  the 
three  orders  Jhould  fit  in  one  chamber ,  deliberate  in  common ,  and  vote  by 
heads >  inflead  of  voting  by  orders,  according  to  former  p  raft  ice.  Strongly 
oppofed  by  the  nobles .  In  the  provincial  affeinbiy  of  the  fates  of  Dauphiny, 
the  nobles  and  clergy  coalefce  with  the  commons ,  and  thereby  efablff  a 
precedent  contrary  to  the  general  fenfe  of  their  orders.  Difference  between 
the  nobles  and  commons  of  Brit  any  rife  Jo  high  as  to  carry  the  appearance  of 
a  civil  war.  Count  et  Artois  with  the  princes  of  Conde ,  and  Conti , 
{who  are  called  the  Triumvirate )  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  king >  which 
increases  the  popular  odium  again ft  them  to  the  highefi  pitch.  Meajures 
putfued  by  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  acquire  popularity  in  Paris.  M.  Neckar 
"blamed  for  not  having  ufed  any  means  to  reconcile  the  jarring  faftions , 
or  to  allay  the  national  ferment ,  previous  to  the  ei eft  ions.  Me  prefent  s 
d  memorial  to  the  king,  jirongly  urging  the  meafures  of  double  reprefentation , 
and  making  himjelf  refponfible  for  its  confequences.  King  accordingly  iffues 
a  decree  for  that  purpofe ;  but  leaves,  undecided  and  open,  the  very  impor¬ 
tant  and  critical  quefions ,  relative  to  the  manner  of  voting,  and  to  the 
fttt  ng  of  the  fates  in  one ,  or  in  three  chan,  bers  Unfortunate  and  ruinous 
confequences  of  this  omifion  of  the  minifefs.  Some  well  intended  febemes 
for  amending  the  confiitution ,  'Which  werejubfequently  propofed ,  but  rejected. 
Ancient  praftice  arid  nature  of  the  Cahiers,  or  infiruftions  given  by  the 
eleftOYs  to  their  deputies  in  the  fates.  Nobles  bound  by  oath  not  to  fit  or 
vote  in  one  common  affembly.  Aphorific  fatement  of  the  views  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parties.  Some  farther  particulars  relative  to  them.  Mdfi  of  th: 
deputies  to  the  fates  arrive  at  Ver failles ,  but  the  delays  caufed  by  the  elec¬ 
tions  in  Paris  prevent  their  opening  the  affembly.  Some  explanation  of  the 
terms  Primary  Afemblies ,  and  Primary  Eleftions ,  with  the  manner  of  their 
application.  Violent  riot  in  Paris,  and  much  blood  jhed.  [200 
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in  leaving  the  queftien  of  confolidation  and  thofe  relative  to  the  man • 
ner  of  deliberating  and  voting,  fill  undecided.  All  the  legal  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  kingdom  then  pofleffed  by  the  king.  Fatal  confequences  of  that 
omijjion  of  the  minifters.  Scheme  thence  formed  by  the  third  eft  ate ,  to 
render  the  other  orders  entirely  dependent  upon  them.  Explanation  of  the 
phrafe ,  Verification  of  Powers.  Commons  invite  the  clergy  and  nobles  to 
acme  to  their  hall ,  in  order  to  proceed  in  common  with  them ,  in  the  verifi¬ 
cation  of  their  refpettive  writs  of  return.  Invitation  refufed,  as  being 
contrary  to  eft ablijhed  form,  and  fubver five  of  the  rights  of  the  other  or¬ 
ders.  Commons  fafs  a  reflation,  that  no  writs  could  be  valid  that  were 
not  verified  in  their  chamber  and  prefence ,  and  that,  nx  it  bout  going  through 
that  form ,  the  tzvo  other  chambers  would  be  illegal  ajfembiies.  Nobles 
blamed  far  their  obftinacy  in  refufng  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the 
commons.  Clergy  wavering.  Privileged  orders  weakened  by  their  in¬ 
ternal  dijftntjons.  Meetings  of  the  commons  tumultuous  and  difotderly. 
Admijfion  of  the  populace  caujes  Jhameful  diforders ,  and  produces  in  time 
great  evils.  Nobles  proceed  with  their  feparate  verifications ,  and  declare 
themfelwes  duly  couftituted.  Phis  proceeding  treated  'with  the  utmaft  con¬ 
tempt  by  tie  commons.  Commiflioners  appointed  to  fettle  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  nobles  and  commons ,  and  the  clergy  all  as  mediators  ;  but  the 
difputants  can  agree  in  nothing.  Mini  Hers  alarmed,  now  p erf uade  the  king 
to  interfere ,  when  it  is  too  late.  Nobles  pafs  an  arret ,  declaring  the  de¬ 
liberation  by  orders  to  be  effential  to  the  monarchical  confifution  \  mid  that 
they  would  ever  perferve  in  this  principle, ,  as  being  equally  necejfary  both 
to  monarchy  and  freedom.  Conferences  between  the  orders  renewed  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  kings  requell.  M.  Necker  brings  forward  his  concilia¬ 
tory  plan.  Supported  by  a  msflage from  the  king  to  ail  the  orders  ;  accept¬ 
ed,  in  fatt,  only  by  the  clergy.  While  the  other  orders  feem  to  deliberate 
on  it,  ’they  clog  it  with  conditions  which  they  know  will  be  admiflibie.  Com¬ 
mons  alarm  the  nobles  b%  declaring,  that  they  will  confitute  themfelves 
into  an  attive  ajfembly,  and  proceed  to  bufinefs.  Nobles  continue  obftinate , 
notwithftanding  the  endeavours  of  C  e  temperate  few  among  them.  Com - 
mons  indirectly' endeavour  to  render  them  more  inflexible .  Nobles  and  com¬ 
mons  fever  ally  addrefs  the  king.  Party  of  the  Commons  continually  gaining 
p round  among  the  clergy.  Three  curates  of  Poittou  bring  their  writs  of 
return  for  verification  to  the  commons,  and  are  receivod  with  acclamation 
of  the 'higheft  joy  and  triumph.  Third  flat  e  a  flume  the  title  of  national 
ajfembly.  Sigiia/izes  their  new  title  by  a  ftrong  and  popular  att  of  fove- 
reignty.  Spectators  interrupt  the  debates,  hoot  and  menace  the  members, 
and  paid  ft  lifts  of  the  zithers , ftigmatifng  thofe  as  enemies  to  their  country 
who  vote  contrary  to  their  liking.  King  and  minifters,  greatly  alarmed, 
determine  upon  holding  a  royal  Jeflion.  Preparations  for  carry  lag  that 

meafure  into  execution  conducted  with  Juft  imprudence  and  rajhnejs  as  to 
excite  the  greateft  public  alarm.  National  ajf.mbly  Jhut  out  from  their 
hall  by  guards  and  workmen,  without  any  previous  notice  or  knowledge  of 
the  intention.  Commons,  apprehenjive  of  immediate  diflfalut'-on ,  hurry 
through  a  violent  form  of  rain  to  an  old  tennis  court ,  where  they  bind 
themjehes  by  a  folemn  oath ,  never  to  part  until  the  eonfti'tution  was  com  • 
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pleted.  Extreme  odium ,  as  well  as  other  evil  confequences ,  which- the  had 
cdnduB  of  the  mimflers  in  this  tranfaBion  drew  upon  the  king  Majority 
vf  the  clergy  join  the  commons.  Great  joy  and  triumph  upon  this  occafion. 
Commons,  upon  this  junBion ,  are  confident  in  their  fir ength  Royal  JeJfim. 
Plan  of  a  new  con  fit  ut  ion  or  Jyfiem  of  government  laid  down  by  the  king. 
Various  caujes  which  operate  to  its  rejection  Commons  refufe  to  adjourn  or 
interrupt  their  feffion  Ifijuje.fi  decree ,  declaring  the perfons  of  their  members 
inviolable  Outrage  at  Verf allies  and  in  Paris.  Poiffar des,  and  another 

order  of  women,  become  highly  notorious.  Extraordinary  fcenes  in  the 
or  ar  dens  of  the  Palais  Royal  Par  fans  fio  prone  to  revolt ,  that  M  Necker 
%  obliged  to  fend  a  letter  to  allay  the  ferment.  Commons  treat  the  Ring  s 
f  fern  with  f  lent  contempt.  Archbijhop  of  Paris ,  terrified  by  the  dangers 
"to  which  he  had  been  e  *  poled  by  the  rabble ,  comes,  with  the  minority  of  the 
clergy,  to  the  hall  of  the  commons,  where  they  withdrew  their  proteft. 
Count  de  Clermont  Tonnere,  and  M.  de  Rally,  ufe  the  mofi  (irenucus  endea¬ 
vours  to  bring  the  nobles  to  an  union  with  the  commons,  but  the  majority 
continue  inflexible.  Minor  party  of  that  order  dejert  the  fame  evening,  and 
join  the  thir  deflate.  Majority,  at  length,  after  a  meffage  from  the  king , 
and  violent  debates ,  unite  with  the  commons.  Great  hopes  formed  of  the 
happy  confequences  which  would  enfue  from  this  union  of  the  fates.  A  ezv 
and  alarming  councils  and  meaf tires  adopted  by  the  court.  Troops  drawn 
from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  towards  the  capital  Caufes  or  mo¬ 
tives  of  this  extraordinary  change  of  meaf ures  not  yet  clearly  developed 
Contending  parties  charge  each  other  with  evil  deflgns,  which  are  mu¬ 
tually  denied.  National  djfemhly  had  not ,  fence  the  late  union  of  the  fates, 
a  forded  any  vifible  caffe  for  jealoufy  or  violence.  Succ  efsful  means  ufed  in 
Paris  to  deduce the  French  guards  from  their  duty.  P  arifians  force  the  pri- 
fon,  and  tffciie the  mutinous  foldiers  of  that  body  who  were  confined  for  aif- 
’ obedience  of  orders ,  and  ether  aBs  of  contumacy.  National  affembly  prejenp 
a  fpirited  remonfi  ranee  to  the  king  on  the  near  approach  of  the  troops.  King 
tubers,  that  the  diforders  in  Paris  afford  the  only  motive  for  this  meajure, 
end  pro/ ojes  to  transfer  their  fitting  to  Noyen  or  Soiffons,  in  which  caje  he 
Would  remove  the  court  and  follow  them .  Democratic  leaders rejetl  the  pro- 
pgflal.  Horrid  defigns  attributed  to  the  court  by  the  o ppo fit e  party  in  this 
change  of  fly feU,  *  Opinions  cf  more moderate  men  on  the  JubjeB,  fofar  as 
-thex' can  be  colleBed.  M.  Neckar  ordered  ip  rejign  his  place,  and  to  quit  the 
kingdom,  Other  m'mifers  refign.  M.  de  Breteuil placed  at  the  head  oftbi 
new  mini  fry,  and  Marjhal  BrvgUd  appointed  to  command  fib  e  army .  DiJ- 
orders  in  Ph  is  commence  on  Sunday  morning ,  on  the  arrival  of  this  intel¬ 
ligence.  Prince  de  Latnbefc ,  in  an  ill  judged  attempt ,  with  his  regiment  of 
cavalry,  to  difperfe  the  riotous  populous  in  the  gardens  of  the  Tbutllertes, 
jhamefilTy  repul/ed.  '  All  government  being  at  an  end  in  P  arts,  a  day  of fury 
"and  rage  u  fuse  ceded  by  d  night  of  the  mofi  dreadful  panic.  On  Monday 
morning  above  ico,coc  people  ajfemble,  and  feem  animated  by  one  common 
foul.  Temporary  bodies  of  ele Bor s  appointed  to  the  government  of  their 
jfjcBJve  difriBs.  Army  of  30,  c  00  men fuddeniy  firmed^  Joined  by  the 
french  guards.  Neva  cockade.  Appearance  not  only  of  defence  but  of  ac - 
ijvt-  war..  Plunderers ,  deieBed  m  the.  fuB  by  the  populace,  infiantly  ban  geo 
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by  the  lantern  ropes .  Thus  commenced  the  dreadful  precedent  of  the  populace 
becoming  in  the  fame  infant  both  the  judges  and  the  executioners  of  the  law. 
On  Tuejday  morning  tbe  new  army  complete  their  preparations  by  fixing 
the  arms  in  the  public  depofitories .  Attack  the  Bafile.  Contradictory 
accounts  of  fever  al  circumfances  relative  to  the  attacking  and  taking  of 
that  fortrefs.  M.  de  Launay ,  the  governor,  dragged  to  the  Place  de  Greve , 

and  miferably  murdered .  M .  de  Lofme ,  the  mayor,  a  man  of  great  huma¬ 
nity,  and  who  had  treated  the  ■ prifoners  with  unujual  tendernsfs ,  meets  the 
fame  fate.  This  day  introduced  the  favage  cufom  of  mutilating  the  bodies 
of  the  victims,  and  of  exhibiting  their  bleeding  heads  in  the  freets  on  pikes . 
The  lives  of  a  handful  of  individuals,  who  garrifoned  the  Bafile,  faved  by 
the  French  guards ■  The  mayor  of  Paris,  being  deteCled  in  a  correfpondence 
with  the  court ,  is  turned  out  of  ojfce,  and  ordered  to  prifon  for  trial,  by  the 
committee  of  electors ;  but  is  forced  from  the  guard  by  the  rabble ,  who 
murder  him  on  the  fpot ,  and  exhibit  his  head  in  the  freets  like  the  others . 
Only  feven  prifoners  found  in  the  Bafile .  On  the  Sunday  and  Monday  the 
king's  minifers  and  generals  feemed  afeep  or  in  a  trance',  but  on  Tuefday , 
the  former  found  tbemfelves  fuddenly  overwhelmed  by  a  deluge  of  misfortunes 
from  every  quarter ;  and  could fnd  no  other  refource  than  that  of  concealing 
from  ike  fovereign  the  di/mal  and  dangerous  ft  nation  in  which  he  was  in¬ 
volved.  National  ajfembly,  with  the  terrors  of  dijfslution  and  imprifonment 
before  their  eyes ,  refdved,  with  the  frmnefs  of  a  Roman  fenate,  not  to 
relinquifh  a  fngle  point.  Pafs  a  celebrated  reflation.  Solicit  the  king  to 
withdraw  his  troops.  King's  anfwer.  Ajfembly  refolve  on  Tuefday  not  to 
feparate,  but  to  jit  up  all  night  in  their  hall.  Syfem  of  concealment  fill 

purfued.  Duke  de  Liancourt  forces  his  way  to  The  king's  bedfide  at  mid¬ 
night,  and  acquaints  him  with  the  true  f  ate  of  his  affairs.  King  refigns 
himfelf  next  morning  into  the  hands  of  the  ajfembly.  His  fpeech  received 
with  loud  acclamations ,  and  the  whole  ajfembly  accompany  him  back  to  the 
palace.  Paris  now  to  be  confidered  as  a  great  republic.  M.  la  Fayette 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army.  M.  Bailly  chofen  mayor .  National 
ajfembly  fend  a  deputation  of  84  members  to  Paris.  King  perfuaded  to  the 
humiliating  and  dangerous  meajure  of  vifting  the  capital.  Met  at  Seve  b-j 
25,000  national  guards,  who  efcort  him  to  the  t  wn  boufe.  Returns  fafe  to 
Verjailles .  Inhuman  and  barbarous  fotigs  popular  in  Paris.  Cruel  mur¬ 

ders  of  Foulon  and  Berthier.  Speedy  difperfion  of  the  late  minifers t 
courtiers ,  generals ,  and  favourites,  who ,  with  tbe  Count  d'  Artois,  his  two 
fns,  and  tbe  princes  of  Conde  and  Conti ,  efcape  to  foreign  countries.  At¬ 
tempts  made  by  the  moderate  party  in  the  ajfembly  for  adopting  effectual 
means  to  refrain  that  fanguinary  fpirit  zvbich  was  now  becoming  jo  dread¬ 
fully  general.  Excefive  joy  at  M-  Neckar's  return.  Triumphal  entry  into 
Paris .  His  hopes  unexpectedly  blafed  by  the  refufal  of  the  Parifans  to 
order  the  releaje  of  M.  Bezenval,  or  to  grant  a  general  arnnefy.  Dread¬ 
ful  fate  of  diforder  and  cruelty  which  prevails  through  the  country  in. 
general  — -  —  —  — -  *[217 
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